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To his E x c e l l e n c y *

D o n  R I C A R D O  W A L L ,
P R I N C I P A L  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E  T O  H I S  M O S T  

C A T H O L I C  M A J E S T Y ,

L I E U T E N A N T  G E N E R A L  O F  T H E  A R M I E S  O F  S P A I N ,

C O M M E N D A R Y  O F  P E N A U Z E N D E  I N  T H E  

O R D E R  O F  S t . J A G  O, &c.  &c.

A N D  H E R E T O F O R E

A M B A S S A D O R  A N D  P L E N I P O T E N T I A R Y  

A T  T H E  C O U R T  O F  G R E A T  B R I T A I N .

S I  R ,

^  W~J\ H E  permiflion I obtained to infcribe the following 

Ij tranflation of D on Q uixote to your Excellency, while 

you refided in this Capital, affords me a double plea- 

fure; as it not only gives me an opportunity o f exprefling that 

profound refpect and veneration with which I contemplate your 

Excellency’s chara&er ; but alfo implies your approbation, 

which cannot fail to influence the public in behalf o f the per­
formance. I have the honour to be,

S I  R ,

Your Excellency’s moll obedient 

Humble Servant,

L ondon, Feb. 7, 
1755- T.  S M O L L E T  T.
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MI G U E L  de Cervantes Saavedra was at once the glory and 
reproach of Spain for, i f  his admirable genius and heroic 
fpirit conduced to the honour o f his country, the diftrefs and 
obfcurity which attended his old age, as effedtually re­

dounded to her difgrace. Had he lived amidft Gothic darknefs and bar­
barity, where no records were ufed, and letters altogether unknown, we 
might have expe&ed to derive from tradition, a number o f particulars 
relating to the family and fortune o f a man fo remarkably admired even 
in his own time. But, one would imagine pains had been taken to 
throw a veil o f oblivion over the perfonal concerns o f this excellent au­
thor. No inquiry hath, as yet, been able to afcertain the place o f his 
nativity; and, although in his works he has declared himfelf a gentleman 
by birth, no houfe has hitherto laid claim to fuch an illuftrious defen ­
dant.

One *  author fays he was born atEfquivias; but, offers no argument in 
fupport o f his aflfertion : and probably the conjedture was founded upon 
the encomiums which Cervantes himfelf bellows on that place, to which 
he gives the epithet o f Renowned, in his preface to Perfiles and Sigif- 
munda. Others affirm he firft drew breath in Lucena, grounding their 
opinion upon a vague tradition which there prevails : and a -f- third let

* Thomas Tamayo de Vargas. f  Don Nicholas Antonio.
take
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take it for granted that he was a native of Seville, becaufe there are fa­
milies in that city known by the names of Cervantes and Saavedra y and 
our author mentions his having, in his early youth, feen plays afted by 
Lope Rueda, who was a Sevilian. Thefe, indeed, are prefumptions that 
deferve fome regard, tho’, far from implying certain information, they 
fcarce even amount to probable conjeCture : nay, thefe very circumdances 
leem to difprove the fuppofition ; for, had he been actually defcended 
from thofe families, they would, in all likelihood, have preferved fome 
memorials of his birth, which Don Nicholas Antonio would have recorded, 
in fpeaking of his fellow-citizen. All thefe pretenfions are now generally 
fet aiide in favour of Madrid, which claims the honour of having pro­
duced Cervantes, and builds her title on an exprellion * in his Voyage 
to Parnalfus, which, in my opinion, is altogether equivocal and incon- 
clulive.

In the midft of fiich undecided contention, if  I may be allowed to ha­
zard a conjeCture, I would fuppofe that there was fomething myfterious 
in his extraction, which he had no inclination to explain, and that his 
family had domeftic reafons for maintaining the like referve. Without 
admitting fome fuch motive, we can hardly account for his filence on a 
fubjeCt that would have afforded him an opportunity to indulge that felf- 
refpeCt which he fo honefty difplays in the courfe of his writings. Unlefs 
we conclude that he was inftigated to renounce all connexion with his 
kindred and allies, by fome contempt’ous flight, mortifying repulfe, or real 
injury he had fuftained ; a fuppofition which, I own, is not at all impro­
bable, confidering the jealous fenlibility of the Spaniards in general, and 
the warmth of refentment peculiar to our author, which glows through 
his productions, unreftrained by all the fears of poverty, and all the 
maxims of old age and experience.

Whatever may have been the place of his nativity, we gather from the 
preface to his novels, that he was born in the year 1549:  and his writings 
declare that his education was by no means negleCted; for, over and above 
a natural fund of humour and invention, he appears to have polfeffed a 
valuable flock of acquired knowledge: we find him intimately acquainted 
with the Latin dallies, well read in the hiflory of nations, verfed in the 
philofophy, rhetoric, and divinity of the fchools, tinctured with aflrology 
and geography, converfant with the belt Italian authors, and perfectly

* He deferibes his departure from Madrid in thefe words: “ Out of my country and myfelf 
I go!”
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matter o f his own Cattilian language. His genius, which was too delicate 
and volatile to engage in the feverer ftudies, directed his attention to the 
productions o f tafte and polite literature, which, while they amufed his 
fancy, enlarged, augmented,/ and improved his ideas, and taught him to 
fet proper bounds to the excurfions o f his imagination.

Thus qualified, he could not fail to make pertinent obfervations in his 
commerce with mankind : the peculiarities of character could not efcape 
his penetration ; whatever he faw became familiar to his judgment and 
underftanding ; and every feene he exhibits, is a juft well drawn charac- 
teriftic picture o f human life.

How he exercifed thefe talents in his youth, and in what manner the 
firft years o f his manhood were employed, we are not able to explain, 
becaufehiftory and tradition are altogether filent on the fubject; unlefswe 
admit the authority o f one *  author, who fays, he was fecretary to the 
duke o f Alva, without alledging any one fact or argument in fupport 
o f his aflertion. Had he actually enjoyed a poft o f fuch importance, we 
fhould not, in all probability, have wanted materials to fupply this chafm 
in his li fe ; nor fhould we find him afterwards in the ftation o f a com­
mon foldier.

Others imagine that he ferved as volunteer in Flanders, where he was 
raifed to the rank o f enfign in the company commanded by Don Diego 
de U rb ina; grounding this belief on the fuppofition that the hiftory o f 
the Captive, related in the firft part o f Don Quixote, is a literal detail o f 
his own adventures. But, this notion is rejected by thofe who confider 
that Cervantes would hardly have contented himfelf with the humble ap­
pellation of foldier, which, in fpeaking o f himfelf, he conftantly afiumes, 
had he ever appeared in any fuperior ftation o f a military character. In 
a word, we have very little information touching the tranlaclions o f his 
life but what he himfelf is pleafed to give through the courfe o f his writ­
ings ; and from this we learn that he was chamberlain to cardinal Aqua- 
viva in Rome, and followed the profeffion o f a foldier for fome years, in 
the army commanded by Marco Antonio Colon a-f-, who was, by pope 
Pius V. appointed general o f the ecclefiaftical forces employed againft 
the Turk, and received the confecrated ftandard from the hands o f his 
holinefs, in the church of St. Peter.
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Under this celebrated captain, Cervantes embarked in the chriffian 
fleet commanded by Don John of Auftria, who obtained over the Turks 
the glorious vi&ory of Lepanto, where our author loll his left hand by 
the fhot of an arquebus. This mutilation, which redounded fo much to 
his honour, he has taken care to record on divers occafions : and, indeed, 
it is very natural to luppofe his imagination would dwell upon luch an 
adventure, as the favourite incident of his life. I wifh he had told us 
what recompence he received for his fervices, and what confolation he 
enjoyed for the lofs of his limb, which mull have effectually difqualified 
him for the office of a common foldier, and reduced him to the neceffity 
o f exercifing fome other employment.

Perhaps it was at this period he entered into the fervice o f cardinal 
Aquaviva, to whofe protection he was entitled by his gallantry and m is­
fortune ; and now, in all likelihood, he had leifure and opportunity to 
profecute his favourite ftudies, to cultivate the mufe, and render himfelf 
confpicuous by the produ&ions of his genius, which was known and ad­
mired by fever a 1 authors of diftinCtion even before his captivity; for, 
Louis Galvez de Montalvo, in his poem prefixed to Galatea, fays, the 
world lamented his misfortune in tears, and the mufe exprefled a widow’s 
grief at his abfence. I will even venture to fuppofe, that, in this interval, 
his Situation was fuch as enabled him to raife an independent fortune; for, 
we find him afterwards relieving the wants of his fellow-captives in Bar­
bary, with fuch liberality as denoted the affluence of his own circum- 
ffances; and, in his voyage to Parnafius, which was publifhed in his old 
age, Apollo upbraids him with want of ceconomy, and reminds him of 
his having once made his own fortune, which in the Sequel he Squandered 
away.

I make no doubt but this was the mod fortunate period of Saavedra’s 
life, during which he reformed and improved the Spanifh theatre, and 
uihered into the w'orld a number of dramatic performances which were 
afted with univerfal applaufe. He *  tells us that he hdd Seen plays a£Sed 
by the great Lope de Rueda, who was a native of Seville, and originally a 
gold-beater: when this genius firft appeared, the Spanifh drama was in 
its infancy: one large fack or bag contained all the furniture and drefs of 
the theatre, confiding of four fheepfkin jackets with the w'ool on, trimmed 
with gilt leather; four beards and periwigs, and the fame number o f 
pafloral crooks. The piece was no other than a dialogue or eclogue be-

* In the preface to his plays.
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tween two or three fwains and a Riepherdefs, feafoned with comic inter­
ludes, or rather low buffoonery, exhibited in the characters o f a black-a- 
moor, a bravo, a fool, and a Bifcayan. The Rage itfelf was compofcd of 
a few boards, raifed about three feet from the ground, upon four benches 
or forms. There was no other fcenery than a blanket or horfe-cloth 
Rretched acrofs, behind which the muficians fung old ballads unaccom­
panied by any fort o f inftrument. Lope de Rueda not only compofed 
theatrical pieces, but alio aCted in every character with great reputation ; 
in which he wras Succeeded by Naharro, a Toledan, who improved and aug­
mented the decorations, brought the mufic from behind the blanket and 
placed it forwards to the audience, deprived the aCtors o f their counter­
feit beards, without which no man’s part had been hitherto performed, 
invented machines, clouds, thunder and lightening, and introduced chal­
lenges and combats with incredible fuccefs: but, Hill the drama was rude, 
unpolifhed, and irregular; and the fable, tho’ divided into five aCts, was 
almoR altogether deRitute o f manners, propriety, and invention.

From  this uncultivated Rate o f ignorance and barbarity, Cervantes 
raifed the Spanifh theatre to dignity and efteem, by enriching his dra­
matic productions with moral fentiments, regularity o f plan, and propri­
ety o f character ; together with the graces o f poetry, and the beauties o f 
imagination. He publifhed thirty pieces, which were reprefented at M a­
drid with univerfal applaufe ; fo that he may be juftly deemed the pa­
triarch o f the Spanifh drama j and, in this particular, revered above Lope 
de Vega himfelf, who did not appear until he had left off writing for the 
Rage.

In the year 1574,  he was unfortunately taken by a Barbary corfair, 
and conveyed to Algiers, where he was fold to a Moor, and remained a 
Have for the fpace o f five years and an h a lf; during which he exhibited 
repeated proofs o f the moR enterprizing genius and heroic generofity. 
Though we know not on what occafion he fell into the hands o f the Bar­
barians, he himfelf gives us to underRand, in the Rory of the Captive, that 
he refided at Algiers in the reign of Haffan Aga, a ruffian renegado, whole 
cruelty he defcribes in thefe term s: “  He was every day hanging one, 
impaling another, maiming a third, upon fuch flight occafions, frequently 
without any caufe alfigned, that the Turks themfelves owned he aCted 
thus out of meer wantonnefs o f barbarity, as being naturally o f a favage 
difpofition, and an inveterate enemy to the whole human race. Theper- 
lbn who ufed the greateR freedom with him, was one Saavedra, a Spanifh

a foldier,
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foltlier, who, tho’ he did many things which thofe people will not foon 
forget, in attempting to regain his liberty, he never gave him one blow,, 
nor ordered him once to be chaftifed, nor even chid him with one hafty 
w ord; and yet, the leaft o f all his pranks was fufficient, as we thought, 
to bring him to the flake; nay, he himfelf was more than once afraid o f 
being impaled alive. I f  time would permit, I could here recount fome o f 
that foldier’s actions, which, perhaps, might entertain and furprize you 
more than the relation of my own flory.”

Thus, Cervantes afcertains the time of his own flavery, delineates, 
with great exa&nefs, the character of that inhuman tyrant, who is recorded 
in hiltory as a monfter of cruelty and avarice; and proves to demon- 
ftration, that his own flory was quite different from that which the Cap­
tive related of himfelf. Saavedra’s adventures at Algiers were truly 
furprizing ; and tho’ we cannot favour the public with a fubllaniial de­
tail of every incident, we have found means to learn fuch particulars 
of his conduCt, as cannot fail to reflect an additional luflre on a charac­
ter which has been long the objeCt of admiration.

We are informed by a refpeCtable hiflorian *, who was his fellow Have 
and an eye witnefs of the tranfaclion, that Don Miguel de Cervantes, 
a gallant, enterprizing Spanifh cavalier, who, tho’ he never wanted' 
money, could not obtain hisreleafe without paying an exorbitant ranfom, 
contrived afcheme for fetting himfelf free, together with fourteen unhappy 
gentlemen of his own country, who were all in the like circumflances 
o f thraldom under different patrons. His firfl flep was to redeem one 
Viana, a bold Mayorcan mariner, in whom he could confide, and with 
whom he fent letter's to the governor of that ifland, defiring, in the name 
of himfelf and the other gentlemen captives, that he would fend over 
a brigantine, under the direction of Viana, who had undertaken, at an ap­
pointed time, to touch upon a certain part of the coafl, where he fhould 
find them ready to embark. In confequence of this agreement, they 
withdrew themfelves from their refpective mailers, and privately repaired 
to a garden near the fea-fide, belonging to a renegado Greek, whole name 
was Al-Caid Haffan •, where they were concealed in a cave, and carefully 
fereened from the knowledge of the owner, by his gardener, who was a 
chriflian captive. Viana punctually performed his promife, and returned 
in a veffel, with which he was fupplied by the governor of M ayorca; but 
fome Moors chancing to pafs, juft as he anchored at the appointed place,

* F. Diego de Haedo.
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the coart: was inftantly alarmed, and he found himfelf obliged to relinquifh 
the enterprize. Meanwhile, the captives, being ignorant o f this accident, 
remained in the cavern, which they never quitted except in the night, and 
were maintained by the liberality o f Cervantes, for the fpace o f feven 
months, during which the necelfaries o f life were brought to them by a 
Spanifh Have, known by the appellation o f E l Dorador or The Gilder. _No 
wonder that their hope and patience began to fail, and their conllitutions 
to be affected by the dampnefs o f the place, and the grief o f their dis­
appointment, which Don Miguel endeavoured to alleviate by the exercife 
o f his realon, good humour and hum anity; ’till, at laft, their purveyor 
turned traitor, and, allured by the hope of receiving a confiderable re­
ward, difcovered the whole affair to Haffan Bafha. This tyrant, tranf- 
ported with joy at the information, immediately ordered the guardian 
Baiba, with a body o f armed men, to follow the perfidious wretch, who 
conducted them to the cave, where they feized thofe unhappy fugitives, 
together with their faithful gardener, and forthwith carried the whole 
number to the public Bagnio, except Cervantes, touching whofe perfon 
they had received particular directions from Haffan, who knew his charac­
ter, and had been long defirous o f port effing fuch a notable Have. At 
prefent, however, his intention was to perfuade Don Miguel to accufe 
Oliver, one of the fathers o f the redemption then at Algiers, as an ac­
complice in the fcheme they had projected, that he might, on this pre­
tence, extort from the frier, by way o f compofition, the greatefl part o f 
the money which had been collected for the ranfom o f chriflian flaves. 
Accordingly, he endeavoured to inveigle Saavedra with artful promifes, 
and to intimidate him with dreadful threats and imprecations, into the 
confefhon or impeachment, on which he wanted to lay hold : but, that 
generous Spaniard, with a refolution peculiar to himfelf, rejected all his 
offers, and defpiling the terrors o f his menaces, perfifted in affirming 
that he had no aifociate in the plan of their efcape, which was purely the 
refult o f his own reflection.

After having in vain tampered with his integrity, in repeated trials 
that lafted for feveral days, he reltored him and his companions to their 
refpeCtive patrons, notwith(landing the remonflrances of Al-Caid Haffan, 
owner of the garden in which they had been apprehended, who, pro­
bably with a view to manifeft his own innocence, itrenuoufly exhorted the 
Balha to inftiCt the moil exemplary punifhment on the offenders, and 
actually put his own gardener to death. Cervantes had fo often fignalized 
his genius, courage, and activity, that Haffan refolved to make him his

a 2 own,
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own, and purchafed him from his matter for five hundred ducats: then 
he was heard to fay, “  While I hold that maimed Spaniard in fafe cuftody, 
my veflels, flaves, and even my whole city are fecure.” For, he had not 
only concerted a number of fchemes for the deliverance of his fellow 
captives, but his defigns had even afpired to the conqueft of Algiers, 
and he was at four different times on the point of being impaled, hook­
ed, or burned alive. Any fingle attempt of that kind would have been 
deemed a capital offence, under the mildeff government that ever 
fubfiffed among the Moors; but, there was fomething in the cha- 
rafter or perfonal deportment of Cervantes, which commanded re- 
fpedt from barbarity itfelf; for, we find that Haflan Bafha treated 
him with incredible lenity, and his redemption was afterwards ef­
fected by the interceflion of a trinitarian father, for a thoufand 
ducats *.

From this account of his behaviour in Barbary, it appears that he 
a£ted a far more important part than that of a poor mutilated foldier: 
he is dignified with the appellation of Don Miguel de Cervantes, and 
reprefented as a cavalier wliofe affluent fortune enabled him to gratify 
the benevolence and liberality of his difpofition. We muff therefore 
take it for granted that he acquired this wealth after the battle of Lepanto, 
where he furely would not have fought as a private foldier, could he have 
commanded either money or interefl to procure a more confpicuous 
ftation in the fervice. Be that as it will, his conduct at Algiers refledls 
honour upon his country, and while we applaud him as an author, we 
ought to revere him as a m an; nor will his modefty be lefs the object of 
our admiration, if  we confider that he has, upon this occafion, negledled 
the fairelf opportunity a man could pofflbly enjoy, of difplaying his own. 
charafter to the greateft advantage, and indulging that felf-complacency 
which is fo natural to the human heart.

As he returned to his own country, with thofe principles by which he 
had been dittinguifhed in his- exile, and an heart entendered and exer- 
eifed in fympathizing with his fellow creatures in diftrefs y we may fup_

* Tothis adventure he, doubtlefs, alludes, in the flory of the Captive ; who fays, that when he and 
his fellow flaves were deliberating about ranfoming one of their number, who fhould go to Valencia 
or Mayorca, and procure a veflel with which he might return and fetch off the reft, the renegado, 
who was of their council, oppofed the fcheme, obferving, that thofe who are once delivered feldom 
think of performing the promifes they have made in captivity : as a confirmation of the truth of what 
he alledged, he briefly recounted a cafe which bad lately happened to fome chriftian gentleman, at­
tended with the ftrangeft circumftances ever known, even in thofe parts, where the moft uncommon and 
furpn îng events occur almoft every day.
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pofe he could not advert to the leffons o f ceconomy, which a warm ima­
gination feldom or never retains j but, that his heart glowed with all the 
enthufiafm o f friendfhip, and that his bounty extended to every objedt 
o f compaflion which fell within his view.

Notwithftanding all the fhafts o f ridicule which he hath fo fuccefsfully 
levelled againft the abfurdities o f the Spanifli romance, we can plainly 
perceive, from his own writings, that he himfelf had a turn for chivalry: 
his life was a chain o f extraordinary adventures, his temper was altoge­
ther heroic, and all his aftions were, without doubt, influenced by th<j 
moll romantic notions o f honour.

Spain has produced a greater number o f thefe charafters, than we 
meet with upon record in any other nation; and whether fuch Angularity 
be the effect o f natural or moral caufes, or o f both combined, I lhall not 
pretend to determine. Let us only affirm, that this difpofition is not con­
fined to any particular people or period o f tim e: even in our own coun­
try, and in thefe degenerate days, we fometimes find individuals whom 
nature feems to have intended for members o f thofe ideal focieties which 
never did, and perhaps never can exift but in imagination} and who remind 
us o f the charadlers deferibed by Homer and Plutarch, as patriots facri* 
ficing their lives for their country, and heroes encountering danger, not 
with indifference and contempt, but, with all the rapture and impetuofity 
o f a paffionate admirer.

Ifweconfider Cervantes as a man infpired by fuch fentiments, and actuated 
by fuch motives; and at the fame time, from his known fenfibilitv and na­
tural complexion, fuppofe him to have been addicted to pleafure and the 
amufements o f gallantry } we cannot be furprifed to find his finances in 
a little time exhauffed, and the face of his affairs totally reverfed. It 
was probably in the decline o f his fortune, that he refolved to re-appear 
in the character o f an author, and ftand candidate for the public favour, 
which would be a certain refource in the day o f trouble: he, therefore, 
compofed his Galatea in fix books, which was publifhed in the year 1 584, 
dedicated to Afcanio Colonna, at that time abbot o f St. Sophia} and after­
wards cardinal of the holy crofs o f Jerufalem.

The rich vein o f invention, the tendernefs o f paffion, the delicacy 
o f fentiment, the power and purity o f di£tion, difplayed in this perform­
ance, are celebrated by Don Louis de Vargas Manrique, in a commen­

datory
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datory fonnet, which is a veiy elegant and honourable teftimony o f our 
author’s fuccefs. Neverthelefs, the produftion has been cenfured for the 
irregularity of its ftile, the incorredtnefs of its verification, and the 
multiplicity of its incidents, which encumber and perplex the principal 
narration; and, over and above thefe objections, the deign is not brought 
to a conclufion, fo that the plan appears meagre and defective. He him- 
felf pleads guilty to fome part of the charge, in the lentence pronounced 
by the curate, in the firft part of Don Quixote, who when the barber 
takes up the Galatea of Miguel de Cervantes; “ That fame Cervantes, 
fays he, has been an intimate friend of mine thefe many years, and is, 
to my certain knowledge, more converfant with misfortunes than with 
poetry. There is a good vein of invention in his book, which propofes 
fomething, tho’ it concludes nothing. We muft wait for the fecond part 
which he promifes, and then, perhaps, his amendment may deferve a full 
pardon, which is now denied.”

Whether the fuccefs of Galatea encouraged our author to oblige the 
world with fome of thofe theatrical pieces, which we have already men­
tioned as the firft regular productions of the Spanifh drama, or the 
whole number of thefe was written and a died before his captivity, I have 
not been able to determine; but, in all probability, his firft effays of 
that kind were exhibited in the interval between the battle of Lepanto 
and the commencement of his flavery, and the reft publifhed after his 
redemption.

Unlefs we fuppofe him to have been employed at Madrid in this man­
ner for his fubfiftence, we muft pafs over two and twenty years, which 
afford us no particular information touching the life of Saavedra; tho’, 
in that period, he married Donna Catalina de Salazar, difiipated the re­
mains of his fortune, experienced the ingratitude of thofe he had be­
friended in his profperity, and, after having fuftained a feries of mor­
tifications aud diftrefs, was committed to prifon in confequence of the 
debts he had contracted.

In this difmal fituation, he compofed that performance which is the de­
light and admiration of all Europe; I mean, the-firft part of Don Quixote, 
which he wrote with a view to ridicule and difcredit thofe abfurd roman­
ces, filled with the moft naufeous improbability and unnatural extra­
vagance, which had debauched the tafte of mankind, and were indeed a 
difgrace to common fenfe and reaibn. Not that Cervantes had any in­
tention to combat the fpirit of knight-errantry, fo prevalent among the
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Spaniards j on the contrary, I am perfuaded he would hare been the firft 
man in the nation, to Hand up for the honour and defence o f chivalry, 
which when, reft rained within due bounds, was an excellent inftitution, 
that infpired the molt heroic fentiments o f courage and patriotifm, and 
on many occafions conduced to the peace and fafety o f the commonwealth. 
In the character o f Don Quixote, he exhibits a good underftanding, 
perverted by reading romantic ftories, which had no foundation in nature 
or in fa£t. His intellects are not fuppofed to have been damaged by the 
perufal of authentic hiftories, which recount the exploits o f knights and 
heroes who really exifted ; but, his madnefs feems to have flowed from 
his credulity and a certain wildnels o f imagination which was capti­
vated by the marvelous reprefentation of dwarfs, giants, negromancers, 
and other preternatural extravagance. From thele legends he formed 
his whole plan of conduCt; and tho’ nothing can be more ridiculous 
than the terms upon which he is deferibed to have commenced knight- 
errant, at a time when the regulations o f lbciety had rendered the pro- 
fellion unneceflary, and indeed illegal j the criterion o f his frenzy conflfts 
in that ftrange faculty of miftaking and confounding the moft familiar 
objects with the fantaftical illufions which thofe romances had engender­
ed in his fancy. So that our author did not enter the lifts againft the 
memory of the real fubftantial chivalry, which he held in veneration ; but, 
with deflgn to expel an hideous phantome that pofleffed the brains of the 
people, waging perpetual war with true genius and invention.

The fuccefs of this undertaking muft have exceeded his moft fanguine 
hopes. Don Quixote no fooner made his appearance, than the old 
romances vanilhed like mift before the fun. The ridicule was fo ftrikin£, 
that even the warmeft admirers o f Amadis and his pofterity feemed to 
wake from a dream, and refledled with amazement upon their former 
infatuation. Every difpaflionate reader was charmed with the humorous 
charatfters of the knight and fquire, who ftraight became the favourites 
o f his fancy j he was delighted with the variety o f entertaining in­
cidents, and confldered the author’s good fenfe and purity o f ftile with 
admiration and applaufe.

He informs us, by the mouth o f the batchelor Sampfon Carrafco, that 
even before the publication of the lecond part, twelve thoufand copies o f 
the firft were already in print, befides a new imprelfion then working off at 
Antwerp. “  The very children, fays he, handle it, boys read it, men 
underftand, and old people applaud the performance. It is no fooner
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laid down by one, than another takes it up, Tome ftruggling, and fome en­
treating for a fight of it: in fine, this hiftory is the moft delightful and 
lead: prejudicial entertainment that ever was feen; for, in the whole book, 
there is not the leaft fhadow of a difhonourable word, nor one thought 
unworthy of a good catholic.”

Nor was this applaufe confined to the kingdoms and territories o f Spain. 
The fame of Don Quixote diffufed itfelf through all the civilized coun­
tries o f Europe; and the work was fo much admired in France, that 
fome gentlemen who attended the French embaflador to Madrid, in a 
converfation with the licentiate Marques Torres, chaplain to the arch- 
bifhop of Toledo, exprefled their furprize that Cervantes was not main­
tained from the public treafury, as the honour and pride of the Spanilh 
nation.— Nay, this work which was fiill publilhed at Madrid in the year 
1605,  had the good fortune to extort the approbation of royalty itfelf: 
Philip III. (landing in a balcony of his palace and furveying the adjacent 
country, perceived a lludent on the bank o f the Manzanares, reading 
a book, and every now and then {hiking his forehead and burfting out 
into loud fits of laughter. His majefty having obferved his emotions 
for fome tim e; “  That lludent, faid he, is either mad, or reading Don 
Quixote.” Some of the courtiers in attendance had the curiofity to go 
out and inquire, and adlually found the fcholar engaged in the adven­
tures of our Manchegan.

As the book was dedicated to the duke de Bejar, wre may naturally 
fuppofe that nobleman, either by his purfe or intereft, obtained the author’s 
dilcharge from prifon ; for, he congratulates himfelf upon the protection 
of fuch a patron, in certain verfes prefixed to the book, and fuppofed to 
be written by Urganda the unknown. He afterwards attracted the no­
tice of the count de Lemos, who feems to have been his chief and favou­
rite benefaCtor; and even enjoyed a fmall fhare of the countenance of the 
cardinal archbifhop of Toledo: fo that we cannot, with any probability, 
efpoufe the opinion of thofe who believe his Don Quixote was intended 
as a fatire upon the adminiflration of that nobleman. Nor is there the 
leaft plaufible reafon for thinking his aim was to ridicule the condud 
of Charles V. whofe name he never mentions without expreflions of the 
utmoft reverence and regard. Indeed, his own indigence was a more 
fevere fatire than any thing he could have invented againll the miniftry of 
Philip III. for, tho’ their prote&ion kept him from ftarving, it did not 
exempt him from the difficulties and mortifications of w ant; and no

man
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man o f tafte and humanity can reflect upon his character and circum- 
ftances, without being lhocked at the barbarous indifference o f his patrons. 
W hat he obtained was not the offering o f liberality and tafte, but the 
fcanted alms of compaflion : he was not refpeCted as a genius, but relieved 
as a beggar.

One would hardly imagine that an author could languifh in the fhade 
o f poverty and contempt, while his works afforded entertainment and 
delight to whole nations, and even fovereigns were found in the number 
o f his admirers: but, Cervantes had the misfortune to write in the 
reign o f a prince whofe difpofition was fordid, and whole talents, natu­
rally mean, had received no manner o f cultivation ; fo that his head was 
altogether untinctured with fcience, and his heart an utter ftranger to the 
virtues of beneficence. Nor did the liberal arts derive the leaft encou­
ragement from his miniftry, which was ever weak and wavering. The 
duke de Lerma feems to have been a proud, irrefolute, fhallow-brained 
politician, whofe whole attention was employed in preferving the good 
graces o f his matter ; tho’ notwithstanding all his efforts, he ftill fluctuated 
between favour and difgrace, and at laft was fain to flielter himfelf under 
the hat o f a cardinal. As for the count de Lemos, who had fome fhare 
in the adminiftration, he affected to patronize men o f genius, tho’ he 
had hardly penetration enough to diftinguifh m erit; and the little tafte 
he poffeffed, was fo much warped by vanity and felf-conceit, that there 
was no other avenue to his friendfliip but the road o f adulation and pane­
gyric : we need not, therefore, wonder that his bounty was fo fparingly 
bellowed upon Cervantes, whofe confcious worth and fpirit wrould not 
buffer him to praCtife fuch fervility o f proftration.

Rather than ftoop fo far beneath the dignity o f his own character, he 
refolved to endure the fevereft ftings of fortune, and, for a feries o f years, 
wreftled with unconceivable vexation and diftrels. Even in this low 
fituation, he was not exempted from the ill offices o f thole who envied 
his talents and his fame. The bad writers vilified his genius, and ceniured 
his morals ; they conlfrued Don Quixote into an impertinent libel, and 
endeavoured to depreciate his exemplary novels, which were publiflied at 
Madrid, in the year 1 6 1 3 .  This performance is fuch as might be ex­
pected from the invention and elegance o f Cervantes, and was according­
ly approved by the bell judges of his time. Indeed, it mult have been a 
great confolation tp him, in the midft o f his misfortunes, to fee himfelf 
celebrated by the choiceft wits o f Spain ; and, among the reft, by the
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renowned Lope de Vega, prince of the Spanifli theatre, who, both during 
the life, and after the death of our author, mentioned him in the molt re- 
fpeCtful terms of * admiration.

But, of all the infults to which he was expofed from the malevolence 
of mankind, nothing provoked him fo much, as the outrage he lultained, 
from the infolence and knavery of an author, who, while he was prepar­
ing the fecond part of Don Quixote for the prefs, in the year 1614,  pub- 
liflied a performance, intituled, The fecond Volume of the fage Hidalgo 
Don Quixote de la Mancha, containing his third Tally. Compofed by the 
licentiate Alonzo Fernandez de Avellaneda, a native of Tordelillas; de­
dicated to the alcalde, regidors, and gentlemen of the noble town of Ar- 
gamefilla, the happy country of Don Quixote de la Mancha. This im- 
poftor, not contented with having robbed Cervantes of his plan, and, as 
fome people believe, of a good part o f his copy, attacked him perfon- 
ally, in his preface, in the moll virulent manner j accufing him of envy, 
malice, peevifhnefs, and rancour; reproaching him with his poverty, and 
taxing him with having abufed his cotemporary writers, particularly Lope 
de Vega, under the fhade of whofe reputation this fpurious writer takes 
fhelter, pretending to have been lafhed, together with that great genius, 
in fome of our author’s critical reflexions.

In fpite o f the difguife he aflumed, Cervantes difcovered him to be an 
Arragonian; and in all probability knew his real name, which, however, 
he did not think proper to tranfmit to pofterity; and, his filence in this 
particular, was the refult either of difcretion, or contempt. I f  he was 
a perfon of confequence, as fome people fuppofe, it was undoubtedly 
prudent in Cervantes to pretend ignorance of his true name and quality y 
becaufe, under the fhadow of that pretence, he could the more fecurely 
chaftife him for his dulnefs, fcurrility, and prefumption : but, i f  he knew 
him to be a man of no character or eftimation in life, he ought to have 
deemed him altogether unworthy of his refentment; for, his production 
was fuch as could not poflibly prejudice our author’s interest or repu­
tation. It is altogether void of invention and propriety : the characters 
of Don Quixote and Sancho are flattened into the moft infipid abfurdity 
the adventures are unentertaining and improbable j and the ftile barba­
rous, fwoln, and pedantic.

• Laurel de Apollo Selva 8.
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Ilowfoever Saavedra’s fortune might have been affcfted by this frau ­
dulent anticipation, I am perfuaded, from the confideration o f his mag­
nanimity, that he would have looked upon the attempt with blent dif- 
dain, had the fictitious Avellancda abfiained from perfonal abufe ; but 
finding himfelf fo injurioidly upbraided witli crimes which his foul ab­
horred, he gave a loofe to his indignation and ridicule, which appear 
through the preface and l'econd part of Don Quixote, in a variety o f ani- 
madverfions equally witty and fevere. Indeed, the genuine continuation, 
which was publilhed in the year 1 6 1 5 ,  convinced the world that no other 
perfon could complete the plan o f the original projector. It was received 
with univerfal joy and approbation; and, in a very little time tranllated 
into the languages o f Italy, France, England, and other countries, where, 
tho’ the knight appeared to difadvantage, he was treated as a noble 
ftranger o f luperlative merit and diltinCtion.

In the year after the publication of his novels, Cervantes ulhered into 
the world a poem, called, A  Voyage to ParnafTus, dedicated to Don 
Rodrigo de Tapia, knight o f St. Jago. This performance is an ironical 
latire on the Spanilh poets o f his time, written in imitation o f Ciefar 
Caporali, who lallicd his cotemporaries o f Italy under the fame title : tho’ 
Saavedra feems to have had alfo another fcope ; namely, to complain o f 
the little regard that was payed to his own age and talents. Thole who 
will not allow this piece to be an excellent poem, cannot help owning 
that it abounds with wit and manly fatire; and that nothing could be a 
more keen reproach upon the talle and patronage o f the times, than the 
dialogue that palies between him anil Apollo ; to whom, after having made 
a bold, yet jult recapitulation o f his own fuccefs in writing, he patheti­
cally complains, that he was denied a feat among his brethren; and takes 
occafion to oblerve, that rewards were not bellowed according to merit, 
but in confequence of interell and favour.

lie  has, upon other occafions, made fevere remarks upon the fcarcity 
of patrons among the nobility o f Spain, and even aimed the lhafts o f 
his latire at the throne itlelf. In his dedication of the l'econd part o f Don 
Quixote, to the count de Lemos, he proceeds in this ironical llrain : “  But, 
no perfon exprefles a greater defire o f feeing my Don Quixote, than the 
mighty emperor o f China, who, about a month ago fent me a letter by 
an exprefs, defiring, or rather befeeching, me to fupply him with a copy 
of that performance, as he intended to build and endow a college for 
teaching the Spanilh language from my book, and was refolved to make
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me reCtor or principal teacher.” I afked if his majefty had fent me any­
thing towards defraying the charges ; and, when he anfwered in the ne­
gative, “  Why then, friend, faid I, you may return to China as foon as 
you pleafe; for my own part, I am not in a date of health to undertake 
fuch a long journey; befides, I am not only weak in body, but Hill 
weaker in purl'e, and fo I am the emperor’s moft humble fervant. In 
fhort, emperor for emperor, and monarch for monarch, to take one with 
the other, and fet the hare’s head againft the goofe giblets, there is the 
noble count de Lemos, at Naples, who, without any reCtorfhips, fupports, 
protects, and favours me to my heart’s content.”

This facetious paragraph certainly alludes to fome unfubflantial pro- 
mife he had received from the court. At the fame time, I cannot help 
obferving, that his gratitude and acknowledgement to the count de 
Lemos, feem to have greatly exceeded the obligation; for, at this very 
time, while he is extolling his generofity, he gives us to underftand that 
his circumftances were extremely indigent.

At the very time of this dedication, the poverty of Cervantes had in- 
creafcd to fuch a degree of diftrefs, that he was fain to fell eight plays, 
and as many interludes, to Juan Villaroel, becaufe he had neither means 
nor credit for printing them at his own expence. Thefe theatrical pieces, 
which were publifhed at Madrid in the year 1615 ,  tho’ counted inferior 
to many productions of Lope de Vega, have, neverthelefs, merit enough 
to perfuade the difcerning reader that they would have fucceeded in the 
reprefentation ; but, he was no favourite with the players, who have al­
ways arrogated to themfelves the prerogative of judging and rejecting the 
productions of the drama; and, as they forbore to offer, he difdained 
to follicit their acceptance. The truth is, he confidered aCtors as the fer- 
vants of the public, who, tho’ intitled to a certain degree of favour and 
encouragement for the entertainment they afforded, ought ever to demean 
themfelves with modefty and refpeCt for their benefactors ; and he had 
often profeffed himfelf an enemy to the felf-fufficiency, infolence, and out­
rageous behaviour of the king’s company, fome of whom had been guilty 
of the moft flagrant crimes, and even committed murder with impunity.

It is fometimes in the power of the moft inconfiderable wretch to mor­
tify a character of the higheft dignity. Cervantes, notwithstanding his 
contempt of fuch petty critics, could not help feeling the petulance of a 
puny player, who prefumed to depretiate the talents of this venerable fa­
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th ero f the ftage. “  Some years* ago, fays he, I had recourfe again to 
my old amufement, and, on the fuppofition that the times were not al­
tered iince my name was in Tome eftimation, I compofed a few pieces for 
the ftage; but, found no birds in laft year’s nefts : my meaning is, I could 
find no player who would alk for my performances, tho’ the whole com­
pany knew they were finilhed; fo that I threw them afide and condemned 
them to perpetual filence. About this time, a certain bookfeller told me 
he would have purchafed my plays, had he not been prevented by an 
aCtor, who faid that from myprofe much might be expected; but, nothing 
from my verfe. I confefs, I was not a little chagrined at hearing this de­
claration ; and faid to myfelf, Either I am quite altered or the times are 
greatly improved, contrary to common obfervation, by which the paft is 
always preferred to the prefent. I revifed my comedies, together with 
fome interludes which had lain fome time in a corner, and I did not think 
them fo wretched, but that they might appeal from the muddy brain o f 
this player, to the clearer perception o f other aCtors lefs fcrupulous and
more judicious.----- Being quite out o f humour, I parted with the copy to
a bookfeller, who offered me a tolerable price: I took his money, with­
out giving myfelf any further trouble about the aCtors, and he printed 
them as you fee. I could wifh they were the beft in the world, or, at 
leaft, poffeffed o f fome merit. Gentle reader, thou wilt foon fee how they 
are, and if  thou canft find any thing to thy liking, and afterwards 
fhouldft happen to meet with my back-biting aCtor, defire him, from me, 
to take care and mend himfelf j for, I offend no man : as for the plays, 
thou mayeft tell him, they contain no glaring nonfenfe, no palpable ab- 
furdities.”

The fource o f this indifference towards Cervantes, we can eafily ex­
plain, by obferving that Lope de Vega had, by this time, engroffed the 
theatre, and the favour of the public, to fuch a degree as enfured luccefs to 
all his performances; fo that the players would not run any rifque o f mif- 
carriage, in exhibiting the productions of an old negleCled veteran, who 
had neither inclination nor ability to fupport his theatrical pieces by dint 
o f intereft and cabal. Far from being able to raife factions in his favour, 
he could hardly fubfift in the molt parfimonious manner, and in all pro­
bability would have actually ftarved, had not the charity o f the count de 
Lemos enabled him barely to breathe..

The laft work he finifhed was a novel, intituled, The Troubles o f Perfiles 
and Sigilmunda, which, however, he did not live to fee in print. This

*  In his preface to his plays.
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child of his old age he mentions* in the warmeft terms of paternal affec­
tion, preferring it to all the reft o f his productions; a compliment which 
every author pays to the youngeft offspring of his genius; for, whatever fen- 
tence the world may pronounce, every man thinks he daily improves in 
experience and underftanding ; and that in refufing the pre-eminence to 
his laft effort, he would fairly own the decay and degeneracy of his own 
talents.

W e muft not, however, impute the encomiums which Cervantes be- 
ftows upon his laft performance to this fond partiality alone; becaufe the 
book has indubitable merit, and, as he himfelf lays, may prefume to vie 
with the celebrated romance of Heliodorus-f- in elegance of diCtion, en­
tertaining incidents, and fecundity of invention. Before this novel law 
the light, our author was feized with a dropfy, which gradually conveyed 
him to his grave ; and nothing could give a more advantageous idea of his 
charaCfer, than the fortitude and good humour which he appears to have 
maintained to the laft moment of his life, overwhelmed as he was with 
mifery, old age, and an incurable diftemper. The preface and dedication 
o f his Perfiles and Sigifmunda, contain a journal of his laft ftage, by 
which we are enabled toguefs at the precife time o f his deceafe. “  Lov­
ing reader, faid he, as two of my friends and myfelf were coming from 
the famous town of Efquivias— famous, I fay, on a thoufand accounts ; 
firft, for its illuftrious families, and, fecondly, for its more illuftrious 
wines, &c. I heard fomebody galloping after us, with intent, as I ima­
gined, to join our company; and, indeed, he foon juftified my conjecture, 
by calling out to us to ride more foftly. We accordingly wraited for this 
ftranger, who, riding up to us upon a fhe afs, appeared to be a grey ftu- 
dent; for, he was cloathed in grey, with country bulkins fuch as peafants 
wear to defend their legs in harveft time, round toed Ihoes, a fword pro­
vided, as it happened, with a tolerable chape, a ftarched band, and an 
even number of three thread breeds; for, the truth is, he had but two j 
and, as his band would every now and then fhift to one fide, he took in­
credible pains to adjuft it again. “  Gentlemen, faid he, you are going, 
belike, to follicit fome poft or penfion at court: his eminence of Toledo 
muft be there, to be fure, or the king, at leaft, by your making fuch 
hafte. In good faith, I could hardly overtake you, tho’ my afs hath been 
more than once applauded for a tolerable ambler.” To this addrefs one 
o f my companions replied, “ We were obliged to fet on at a good rate,

* Preface to his novels. Dedication of the laft part of Don Quixote.
f  The Loves of Theagenes and Chariclea.
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to keep up with that there mettlefome nag, belonging to fignor Miguel 
de Cervantes.” Scarce had the Undent heard my name, when, fpringing 
from the back o f his afs, while his pannel fell one way, and his wallet 
another, he ran towards me, and, taking hold o f my ftirrup, “  Aye, aye, 
cried he, this is the found cripple ! the renowned, the merry w riter; in 
a word, the darling o f the m ufes!” In order to make fome return to 
thefe high compliments, I threw my arms about his neck, fo as that he 
loft his band by the eagernefs o f my embraces, and told him he was mif- 
taken, like many o f my well-wifhers. “  I am, indeed, Cervantes, faid I ,  
but not the darling o f the mufes, or in any fhape deferving o f thofe en­
comiums you have beftovved; be pleafed, therefore, good fignor, to re­
mount yourbeaft, and let us travel together like friends the reft o f the way.” 
The courteous ftudent took my advice, and as we jogged on foftly toge­
ther, the converfation happening to turn on the fubjecl o f my illnefs, the 
ftranger fbon pronounced my doom, by affuring me that my diftemper 
was a dropfy, which all the water o f the ocean, although it were not fait, 
would never be able to quench. “  Therefore, fignor Cervantes, added 
the ftudent, you muft totally abftain from drink, but, do not forget to 
eat heartily: and this regimen will effect your recovery without phyfic.” 
“  I have received the fame advice from other people, anfvvered I, but I 
cannot help drinking, as i f  I had been born to do nothing elfe but drink. 
M y life is drawing to a period, and by the daily journal o f my pulfe, which, 
I  find, will have finifhed its courfe by next funday at fartheft, I'fliall alfo 
have finifhed my career j fo that you come in the very nick o f time to be 
acquainted with me, though I fhall have no opportunity of fhewing how 
much I am obliged to you for your good will.”  By this time we had 
reached the Toledo bridge, where finding we muft part, I embraced my 
ftudent once more, and he having returned the compliment with great 
cordiality, fpurred up his beaft, and left me as ill dilpofed on my horfe, 
as he was ill mounted on his afs; although my pen itched to be writing 
fome humorous defcription o f his equipage: but, adieu my merry friends 
a ll; for, I am going to die, and I hope to meet you again in the other, 
world, as happy as heart can wifh.”

After this adventure,, which he fo pleafantly relates, nay even in his laft 
moments, he dictated a moft affedtionate dedication to his patron, the 
count de Lemos, who was at that time prefident o f the. fupreme council 
in Italy. He begins facetioufly with a quotation from an old ballad, then 
proceeds to tell his excellency, that he had received extreme undtion, and 
was on the brink o f eternity; yet he wifhed he could live to fee the count’s

return,
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return, and even to finifh the Weeks of the garden, and the Second part 
o f Galatea, in which he had made fome progrefs.

This dedication was dated April 19, 1617,  and in all probability the 
author died the veiy next day, as the ceremony of the undlion is never 
performed until the patient is fuppofed to be in extremity: certain it is, 
he did not long furvive this period; for, in September, a licence was granted 
to Donna Catalina de Salazar, widow of Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, 
to print the Troubles of Perfiles and Sigilmunda, a northern hiftory, 
which was accordingly publifhed at Madrid, and afterwards tranflated 
into Italian.

Thus have I collected and related all the material circumftances men­
tioned by hiftory or tradition, concerning the life of Cervantes, which I 
fhall conclude with the portrait o f his perfon, drawn by his own pen, in 
the preface to his novels. His vifage was fharp and aquiline, his hair of 
a chefnut colour, his forehead fmooth and high, his nofe hookifh or 
hawkifh, his eye brilk and chearful, his mouth little, his beard originally 
o f a golden hue, his upper-lip furnifhed with large muftachios, his com­
plexion fair, his ftature of the middling fize: and he tells us, moreover, 
that he was thick in the fhoulders, and not very light of foot.

In a word, Cervantes, whether confidered as a writer or a man, will 
be found worthy of univerfal approbation and efteem j as we cannot help 
applauding that fortitude and courage which no difficulty could diflurb, 
and no danger difmay; while we admire that delightful ftream of humour 
and invention, which flowed fo plenteous and fo pure, furmounting all 
the mounds of malice and adverfity.

T he LIFE of CERVANTES .
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T H  E  T ra n d a to r ’s a im , in this un d ertak in g, w as to m ain tain  that lu ­
dicrous folem nity and felf-im portance by w h ich  the in im itable C er­
vantes has d iftin gu ilh ed  the ch a ra& er o f  D on  Q uixote, w ith out 

raifin g  him  to the infipid ran k  o f  a dry philofopher, o r debafing h im  to  
the m elancholy circum ftances and un entertain ing caprice o f  an ord in ary  
m a d m a n ; and to preferve the native h um our o f  Sancho P an za , from  de­
generating into m ere proverbial ph legm , or affedted bu ffoonry.

H e  has endeavoured to retain  the fp irit and ideas, w ith out fervile ly  ad­
hering to the literal expreffion, o f  the orig in a l from  w h ich , how ever, he 
has not fo fa r  deviated, as to deftroy that fo rm ality  o f  id iom , fo p ecu liar 
to the Spaniards, and fo eftential to the charadter o f  the w o rk .

T h e  fatire and propriety  o f  m an y allu lions, w h ich  had been loft in the 
change o f  cuftom s and lapfe o f  tim e, w ill be reftored in  explan atory  n o te s ; 
and the w hole co n d u ced  w ith  that care and circum fpedtion, w h ich  ough t 
to be exerted by every auth or, w ho, in  attem ptin g to im prove upon  a 
ta lk  already perform ed, fubjedts h im fe lf to the m oft in vid ious com pa- 
rifon .

W h atever m ay  be the fate o f  the perform ance, he cannot charge h im ­
fe lf  w ith  carelefsnefs or p rec ip ita tio n ; fo r  it w as begun, and the greateft 
part o f  it adtually  finifhed, fo u r years a g o j and he has been fo r  fom e 
tim e em ployed in rev ifin g  and correcting it fo r  the prefs.

Vol. L c
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R E A D E R .

ID L E  reader, w ith out an oath thou m ayeft believe, that I  w ith  this 
book, as the child o f  m y un derftan din g, w ere the m o ll beautifu l, 
fp righ tly  and difcreet production  that ever w as conceived. B u t, it 

w as not in  m y pow er to contravene the order o f  nature, in  confequence 
o f  w hich , every creatures procreates its ow n  refem blan ce: w h at therefore 
could be engendered in m y barren, ill-cu ltivated  gen iu s, but a d iy , m eagre 
offsprin g, w a y w a rd , capricious and fu ll o f  w h im fical notions p eculiar to  
his ow n  im agination , as i f  produced in  a prifon, w h ich  is the feat o f  in ­
convenience, and the h abitation  o f  every d ifm al *  found. Q uiet, folitude, 
p leafant fields, ferene w eather, p u rlin g  ftream s, and tran q u illity  o f  m ind, 
contribute fo m uch to the fecundity even o f  the m o il barren  genius, that 
it w ill brin g forth  productions fo fa ir  as to aw aken  the adm iration  and de­
light o f  m ankind.

A  m an w h o is fo unfortunate as to have an u g ly  child, deftitute o f  every 
grace and favourable endow m ent, m ay be fo hood-w in ked  by paternal 
tendernefs, that he cannot perceive his defeCts; but, on the con trary , looks 
upon  every blem ifh as a beauty, and recounts to his friends every in lfan ce 
o f  his fo lly  as a fam ple o f  his w i t : but I , w ho, tho ’ feem ingly the parent, 
am  no other than  the ftep-fath er o f  D on  Q uixote, w ill not fail w ith  the 
ftream  o f  cuftom , nor like fome others, fupplicate the gentle reader, w ith  
the tears in  m y eyes, to pardon or conceal the fau lts w h ich  thou m ayeft 
fpy in this p roduction . T h o u  a rt  neither its father nor k in fm a n ; haft 
thy ow n foul in  th y  ow n body, and a w ill as free as the fin e ft ; th o u  art 
in thy ow n  houfe, o f  w h ich  I hold thee as abfolute m after as the k in g  o f  
his reven u e; and thou know eft the com m on fay in g , U nder m y cloak the 
k in g  is a joke. T h efe  confiderations free and exem pt thee from  all man<-

* This is a firong preemption, that the firft part of Don Quixote was aftually written in a jail.
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XXIV
ner o f  reftraint and ob ligation ; fo that thou m ayeft fu lly  and fran k ly  de­
clare thy opinion o f  this hiftory, w ithout fear o f  calum ny for thy cen- 
fure, and without hope o f  recompenfe for thy approbation.

I  w ifhed only to prefent thee w ith the perform ance, clean, neat and 
naked, w ithout the ornam ent o f  a preface, and unincum bered w ith an 
innum erable catalogue o f  fuch fonnets, epigram s and com m endatory ver- 
fes, as are generally prefixed to the productions o f  the prefent a g e ; for,
I can affure thee, that although the compofition o f  the book hath coft 
me fome trouble, I have found more difficulty in w riting this preface, 
w hich is now  under thy in fpection : divers and fundry times did I feize 
the pen, and as often laid it afide, for wrant o f  know ing w hat to fay ; 
and during this uneafy Rate o f  fufpenfe, while I was one day rum inating 
on the fubjedl, with the paper before me, the quill behind m y ear, 
iny elbow fixed on the table, and m y cheek leaning on m y h a n d ; a friend 
o f mine, wdio pofl'effes a great fund o f hum our, and an excellent under- 
ftanding, fuddenly entered the apartm ent, and finding me in this m ufing 
pofture, alked the caufe o f  m y being fo contemplative. A s I had no occafion 
to conceal the nature o f  m y perplexity, I told him  I was ftudying a preface 
fo r the hiftory o f  Don Q u ixote ; a talk  w hich I found fo difficult, that 
I was refolved to defift, and even fupprefs the adventures o f  fuch a noble 
ca v a lie r : for, you m ay eafily fuppofe how m uch I  m uft be confounded at 
the anim adverfions o f  that antient law giver the vulgar, w hen it fhall fee 
me, after fo m any years that I have flept in filence and oblivion, produce, 
in m y old age, a perform ance as dry as a rufh , barren o f  invention, m eagre 
in ftile, beggarly in conceit, and utterly deftitute o f  w it and eru d itio n ; 
w ithout quotations in the m argin , or annotations at the end ; as we fee 
in other books, let them be never fo fabulous and p ro fa n e : indeed they 
are generally fo fluffed w ith apothegms from  Ariftotle, P lato, and the 
whole body o f  philofophers, that they excite the adm iration o f  the readers, 
w ho look upon fuch authors as men o f unbounded knowledge, eloquence 
and erudition. W hen they bring a citation from  the holy fcripture, one 
w ould take them for fo m any St. T h om as’s, and other doctors o f  the 
ch u rch ; herein obferving fuch ingenious decorum, that in one line they 
w ill reprefent a frantic lover, and in the very next begin w ith a god ly  
ferm on, from  w hich the chriftian readers, and even the hearers receive 
m uch com fort and edification. N o w , m y book m uft appear w ithout all 
thefe ad vantages; for, 1 can neither quote in the m argin , nor note in the 
e n d : nor do I know  w hat authors I have im itated, that I m ay, like the 
reft o f  m y brethren, prefix them to the w ork in alphabetical order, be­

gin n in g
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g in n in g  w ith  A rid o tle , and ending in  X enoph on , Z o ilu s  or Z eu x is , 
though one w as a back-biter, and the other a painter. M y  h iftory  m u d  
likew ife be published w ith out poem s at the begin n in g , at lead  w ith out 
fonnets w ritten  by dukes, m arquifles, counts, b ifhops, ladies, and cele­
brated p o e ts : alth ough, fhould  I m ake the dem and, I kn o w  tw o or three 
good natured friends, w h o w ou ld  oblige m e w ith  fuch verfes as fhould  not 
be equalled by the m o d  fam ous poetry in Spain .

In  a w ord, m y good friend , faid I , fign or D o n  Q uixote fhall be buried 
in  the archives o f  la M an ch a, until heaven fh all provide fom e perfon to 
adorn him  w ith  thofe decorations he feems to w a n t ; fo r, I find m yfe lf 
altogether unequal to the ta lk , th rou gh  infufficiency and w an t o f  learn ­
in g  ; and becaufe I am  natura lly  too b ad ifu l and indolent, to go  in  q u ed  
o f  authors to fay , w h at I  m yfe lf can fay  as w ell w ith out their affidance. 
H ence arofe m y thoughtfulnefs and m editation, w hich  you  w ill not w on ­
der at, now  that yo u  have heard the caufe. M y  friend  h av in g  lid en ed  
attentively to m y rem on drance, dapped his forehead w ith  the palm  o f  his 
hand, and b in d in g  into a loud la u g h : “  ’F o re  G o d ! brother, faid he, 
I am  now  undeceived o f  an error, in w h ich  I  have lived d u rin g  the w hole 
term  o f  our acq u a in ta n ce ; fo r, I  a lw ays looked upon you  as a perfon o f  
prudence and d ifcretio n ; but n ow , I fee, you  are as fa r  fro m  th at ch arac­
ter, as heaven is d id a n t fro m  the earth. W h a t ! is it podible th at fuch a  
tr id in g  inconvenience, fo eadly rem edied, d iou ld  have pow er to m o rtify  
and perplex a genius like yours, brough t to fuch m aturity , and fo 
w ell calculated to dem olifh and furm oun t m uch greater difficulties? in  
good fa ith  this does not proceed from  w an t o f  ab ility , but from  excellive 
indolence, that impedes the exercife o f  reafon. I f  you  w ould  be convinced 
o f  the truth o f  w h at I alledge, g ive me the hearin g, and, in the tw in k lin g  o f  
an  eye, all you r difficulties fhall van ifh , and a rem edy be prefcribed fo r 
all thofe defeats w hich , you  fay , perplex your un d erd an d in g, and deter 
you  from  u fh erin g  to the ligh t, you r h id o ry  o f  the renow ned D on  Q u ix­
ote, the lum in ary  and foie m irrou r o f  k n igh t-erra n try .”  H e arin g  this de­
claration , I defired he w ould tell me in w h at m anner he propofed to fill 
up the vacu ity  o f  m y apprehenfion, to diffiife light, and reduce to order 
the chaos o f  m y co n fu fio n ; and he replied, “  Y o u r  fird  objection, nam ely  
the w an t o f  fonnets, epigram s and com m endatory verfes from  perfons o f  
ran k  and g rav ity , m ay be obviated by yo u r tak in g  the trouble to com pole 
them yourfelf, and then you  m ay ch rid en  them  by any nam e you ih a ll 
th ink proper to choofe, fath erin g them  upon P red er Jo h n  o f  the Indies, or 
the em peror o f T re b ifo n d , wdio, I am  w ell in form ed, w ere very fam ous

p o ets;
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p oets; and even Ihould this intelligence be untrue, and a few  pedants 
and batchelors o f  arts fliould back-bite and grum ble at your conduCI, 
you need not value them three farth in gs; for, although they convidt you 
o f  a lie, they cannot cut o ff the hand that wrote it * .

W ith  regard to the practice o f  quoting, in the m argin , fuch books and 
authors as have furnifhed you w ith  fentences and fayings fo r the embel- 
lifhm ent o f  your hiftory, you have nothing to do, but, to feafon the w ork 
w ith fome L atin  m axim s, which your ow n m em ory w ill fuggeft, or a little 
induftry in fearching, eafily o b ta in : for exam ple, in treating o f freedom  
and captivity, you m ay fay, “  N on  bene pro toto libertas venditur auro ” 
and quote H orace, or whom  you pleafe, in the m argin. I f  the pow er o f  
death happens to be your fubjetff, you have at hand, “  Pallida mors aequo 
pulfat pede pauperum  tabernas regum que tu n es.”  A nd in  expatiating 
upon that love and friendfhip which God commands us to entertain even 
for our enemies, you m ay have recourfe to the holy fcripture, though you 
fhould have never fo little curiofity, and fay, in the very words o f  G od  
him felf, “  E g o  autem  dico vobis, diligite inimicos veftros.”  In  explain­
ing the nature o f  malevolence, you m ay again  extradl from  the G ofpel,
“  De corde exeunt cogitationes malae.” A nd the inftability o f friends m ay 
be aptly illuftrated by this diftich o f  C ato, “  Donee eris felix , m ultos n u- 
“  merabis am icosj tem pora fi fuerint nubila, folus eris.”  B y  thefe, and 
other fuch feraps o f  L atin , you m ay pafs for an able g ra m m arian ; a cha­
racter o f  no fm all honour and advantage in thefe days. A n d  as to the an­
notations at the end o f  the book, you m ay fafely furn ifh  them in this 
m an n er: when you chance to w rite about giants, be fare to mention G o - 
liah, and this name alone, w hich cofts you nothing, w ill afford a grand 
annotation, couched in thefe w o rd s : “  T h e  giant G olias, or G oliat, w as a  
“  Phililtine, w hom  the fhepherd D avid flew w ith a ftone from  a fling, in  
“  the valley o f  Terebinthus, as it is w ritten in fuch a chapter o f  the book 
“  o f  K in g s.”

I f  you have a m ind to difplay your erudition and know ledge o f  cof- 
m ography, take an opportunity to introduce the river T a g u s into yo u r 
hiltorv, and this w ill fupply you w ith  another fam ous annotation, thus 
expreffed: “  T h e  river T a g u s, fo called from  a king o f  Spain , takes its 
“  rife in fuch a place, and is loft in the fea, after having killed the w alls 
“  o f  the fam ous city o f  L ilb o n ; and is faid to have golden fands, & c .” I f  
you treat o f  robbers, I w ill relate the ftory o f  Cacus, w hich I have by 
rote. I f  o f  harlots, the bilhop o f  M ondoneda w ill lend you a L am ia , a

* Alluding to the lo t of his hand in the battle of Lepanto.
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L a is , and a F lo ra , and fuch a note w ill greatly  redound to yo u r credit. 
W h en  you  w rite o f  cruelty, O vid w ill furrender his M edea. W h en  you  
m ention w izzard s and enchanters, you w ill find a C a lyp fo  in  H om er, and 
a  C irce  in V irg il. I f  you have occafion to fpeak o f  valian t captains, J u ­
lius Caefar Hands ready d raw n  in  his ow n  C o m m en taries; and from  P lu ­
tarch  you  m ay extraCt a  thoufand A lexan ders. I f  you r them e be love, 
and you  have but tw o ounces o f  the T u fc a n  tongue, you  w ill ligh t upon  
L eo n  H ebreo, w ho w ill fill up the m eafure o f  yo u r defire : and i f  you  do 
not choofe to travel into fo reign  countries, yo u  have at hom e F o n feca ’s 
treatife, O n the love o f  G o d , in  w h ich  all that you , or the m oft ingenious 
critic, can  defire, is fu lly  decyphcred and difeulied. In  a w ord , there 
is n oth ing m ore to be done, than  to procure a  num ber o f  thefe nam es, 
and h int at their p articu lar Itories in  y o u r t e x t ; and leave to m e the ta lk  
o f  m ak in g  annotations and quotations, w ith  w hich I ’ll engage, on p ain  o f  
death , to fill up all the m arg in s, befides fo u r  w hole fheets at the end o f  
the book. L e t  us n ow  proceed to the citation  o f  authors, fo frequen t in  
other books, and fo little ufed in  yo u r p erfo rm an ce : the rem edy is ob­
vious and e a fy : take the trouble to find a book th at quotes the w hole 
tribe alphabetically , as you  obferved, fro m  A lp h a  to O m ega, and tran sfer 
them  into  yo u r b o o k ; and though the abfurdity Ihould appear never fo 
g la r in g , as there is no neceflity fo r  u fing fuch nam es, it w ill fign ify  no­
th in g. N a y , perhaps, fom e reader w ill be w eak  enough to believe yo u  
have actu ally  availed yo u rfe lf o f  all thofe authors, in the fim ple and fin- 
cere h ilto ry  you  have com p ofed ; and i f  fuch a large catalogue o f  w riters 
Ihould  an fw er no other purpofe, it m ay  ferve at firlt  fight to  g ive fom e 
auth ority  to the p ro d u c tio n : nor w ill an y  perfon take the trouble to ex­
am ine, w hether you  have or have not fo llow ed  thole orig inals, becaufe 
he can reap  no benefit from  his labour. B u t, i f  I am not m iltaken , you r 
book needs none o f  thofe em bellilhm ents in w hich you fay it is d e fective ; 
for, it is one continued fatire upon books o f  c h iv a lry ; a fubjeCt w h ich  A r i-  
ltotle never invelligated , St. B afil never m entioned, and C icero never ex­
plained. T h e  p u n ctu ality  o f  tru th , and the obfervations o f  a ltro lo gy , 
fa ll not w ith in  the fabu lous relation  o f  our ad ven tu res; to the defeription 
o f  w hich , neither the proportions o f  geom etry, nor the confirm ation  o f  
rhetorical argum ents, are o f  the lealt im p o rta n ce ; n or hath it any con­
nection w ith  preach ing, or m in glin g  divine truths w ith  hum an im a g in a ­
tion ; a m ixture w hich  no ch riltian ’s fan cy Ihould conceive. It only feeks 
to avail itfe lf o f  im itation, and the m ore perfeCt this is, the m ore enter­
ta in in g  the book w ill b e ; n ow , as your foie aim  in  w ritin g , is to in va li­
date the au th ority , and ridicu le the ab furd ity  o f  thofe books o f  ch iva lry ,

w h ich
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w hich have, as it were, fafeinated the eyes and judgm ent o f  the w orld, 
and in particular o f  the vu lgar, you have no occafion to go a begging 
m axim s from  philofophers, exhortations from  holy w rit, fables from  poets, 
fpeeches from  orators, or miracles from  fa in ts ; your bufmefs is, w ith 
plain, fignificant, well chofen and elegant words, to render your periods 
fonorous, and your ltile entertaining; to give fpirit and expreflion to 
all your deferiptions, and com m unicate your ideas w ithout obfeurity and 
confufion. Y o u  m ull endeavour to w rite in  fuch a m anner as to con­
vert m elancholy into m irth, increafe good hum our, entertain the igno­
rant, excite the adm iration o f  the learned, efcape the contempt o f  g ra ­
vity , and attract applaufe from  perfons o f  ingenuity and tafte. F in a lly , 
let your aim be levelled againft that ill-founded bulw ark o f  idle books o f  
chivalry, abhorred by m any, but applauded by m ore, w hich i f  you can 
batter dow n, yon w ill have atchieved no inconfiderable exploit.’’

I  liftened to m y friend’s advice in profound filence, and his rem arks 
made fuch im preflion upon m y m ind, that I admitted them w ithout hefi- 
tation or difpute, and refolved that they fliould appear inftead o f a preface. 
T h o u  w ilt, therefore, gentle reader, perceive his diferetion, and m y good 
luck in finding fuch a counfellor in fuch an em ergency; nor w ilt thou be 
forry to  receive, thus genuine and undifguifed, the hiftory o f  the renowned 
D on Quixote de la M ancha, w ho, in the opinion o f  all the people that live 
in  the diftridt o f  M ontiel, w as the moft virtuous and valiant kn igh t w ho 
had appeared for m any years in that neighbourhood. I fhall not pretend 
to inhance the m erit o f h aving introduced thee to fuch a fam ous and ho­
nourable cavalier; but I expedt thanks for having made thee acquainted 
w ith  Sancho Panza, in w hom  I think are united all the fqu irifh  graces, 
w hich we find fcattered through the whole tribe o f  vain books w ritten on 
the fubjedt o f  chivalry. So, praying that G od  w ill give thee health, w ith ­
out forgetting fuch an hum ble creature as me, I bid thee heartily fare­
w ell.
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LIFE and ATCHI EVEMENTS
Of the S a g e  and V a l i a n t

D O N  Q U I X O T E  D e l a  M a n c h a .

P A R T I .  B O O K  I.

C H A P .  I.

Of  the quality and amufements of the renowned D O N  Q J J I X O T E
de l a  M a n c h a . ^ > - •- <• ' ■

■/ * ' *r t-<c r *  /  -  ■ r’l  f  S -  **■

I N  a certain corner o f la Mancha, the name of which I do not choofe 
to remember, there lately lived one of thofe country gentlemen, who 
adorn their halls with a rufty lance and worm-eaten target, and ride 
forth on the Ikeleton of a horfe, to courfe with a fort o f a ftarved 

greyhound.
Three fourths of his income were fcarce fufficient to afford a difh o f 

hodge-podge, in which the mutton bore *  no proportion to the beef, for 
dinner} a plate of falmagundy, commonly at f u p p e r } gripes and grumb­
lings £ on faturdays, lentils on fridays, and the addition of a pigeon or fome

:  /  • C " ■ ’-<■ ^  1 <•-' " y  ' ( S  e - t  /  • - *  ■ ■ , g .  (  . , f *
* Mutton in Spain is counted greatly preferable to beef.
+ Salpicon, which is the word in the original, is no other than cold beef diced, and eaten with oil, 

vinegar and pepper.
J  Gripes and grumblings, in Spanilh Duelos y  Quebrantos: die true meaning of which, the former" 

tranflators have been at great pains to inveftigate, as the importance of the fubjeCt (no doubt) required. 
But their labours have, unhappily, ended in nothing elfe than conjectures, which for the entertainment 
and inftruCtion of our readers, we beg leave to repeat. One interprets the phrafe into collops and eggs,
" being” faith he, “ a very forry difh.” In this decifion, however, he is contradicted by another com 
mentator, who affirms, “ it is a mefs too good to mortify withal” ; neither can this virtuoio agree with a 
late editor, who tranflates the paflage in queftion, into an amlec; but takes occafion to fall out with 
Boyer for his defcription of that difh, which he moil fagacioufly underftands to be a “ bacon froize,” or 
“  rather fryze, from it’s being fried, from f r i t  in Frenchand  concludes with this judicious query,
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Book I.
fuch thing on the L o rd ’s-day. T h e  rem aining part o f  his revenue w as 
confum ed in the purchafe o f  a fine black fuit, w ith  velvet breeches and 
flippers o f  the fame, for h o ly -d a y s ; and a coat o f  hom e-fpun, w hich he 
w ore in honour o f  his country, during the reft o f  the week.

H e m aintained a female houfe-keeper turned o f  forty, a niece o f  about 
h a lf  that age, and a tru fty youn g fellow , fit for field and m arket, w ho 
could turn  his hand to any thing, either to faddle the horfe or handle the 
hough*.

O ur fquire, w ho bordered upon fifty , was o f  a tough conftitution, ex­
trem ely m eagre, and hard-featured, an early rifer, and in point o f  exer- 
cife, another Nimrod-f-. H e is faid to have gone by the nam e o f Q uixada, 
or Quefada, (for in this particular, the authors w ho mention that cir- 
cum ftance, difagree) though from  the m oft probable conjectures, w e m ay 
conclude, that he w as called by the fignificant nam e o f  Q uixada J  ; but 
this is o f  fm all im portance to the hiftory, in the courfe o f  w hich it w ill 
be fufficient i f  we fwerve not farther from  the truth.

Be it know n, therefore, that this faid honeft gentlem an at his leifure 
hours, which engrofled the greateft part o f  the year, addicted h im felf to 
the reading o f  books o f  chivalry, w hich he peruled w ith  fuch rapture and 
application, that he not only forgot the pleafures o f  the chace, but alio 
utterly neglected the m anagem ent o f  his e fta te : nay to fuch a pafs did 
his curiofity and madnefs, in  this particular, drive him , that he fold m any 
good acres o f  T e rra  F irm a, to purchafe books o f  kn igh t-errantry, w ith 
w hich he furn ifiied his library to the utm oft o f  his p o w e r ; but, none o f  
them pleafed him fo m uch, as thofe that were w ritten by the fam ous F e li­
ciano de Sylva, w hom  he admired as the pearl o f  all authors, for the bril­
liancy o f  his profe, and the beautiful perplexity o f  his expreflion. H o w  
was he tranlported, when he read thofe am orous com plaints, and doughty 
challenges, that fo often occur in his w orks.

“  T h e  reafon o f the unreafonable ulage m y reafon has met w ith , fo 
unreafons m y reafon, that I have reafon to com plain o f  your beauty” : and 
how did he enjoy the follow ing flower o f  com pofition ! “  T h e  high H eaven
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•* after all tfcefe learned difquifitiour, who know but the author means a difh ofnichils?” If this was 
his meaning indeed, furely we may venture to conclude, that falling was very expen five in la Mancha • 
for the author mentions the Dutiesy Quebr antes, among thofe articles that confumed three fourths of die 
knight’s income.

Having conf.dered this momentous affair with all the deliberation it defrrves, we in our turn prefent 
the reader, with cucumbers, greens and peafe-porridge, as the fruit of our indultrious refearches; being 
thereunto determined, by the literal figmfication of the text, which is not “ grumblings and groanings,” as 
the laft mentioned ingenious annotator feems to think ; but rather pains and breakings ; and evidently 
points at fuch eatables as generate and expel wind; qualities (as every body knows) eminently inherent 
in thofe vegetables we have mentioned as our hero’s faturday’s recall.

* Pcdadera literally fignikes a pruning hook.
f  In the original, a lover of hunting.
j  ^uixadas lignikes jawr, of which our knight had an extraordinary provifion.
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o f  you r d iv in ity , w h ich  w ith  d a i s divinely fortifies yo u r beauty, and renders 
you  m eritorious o f  th at m erit, w h ich  by your h ig lm els is m erited !”

T h e  poor gentlem an loft his fenfes, in p orin g over, and attem pting to 
difcover the m eaning o f  thefe and other fuch rhapfodies, w h ich  A rifto tle  
h im fe lf w ou ld  not be able to unravel, w ere he to rife fro m  the dead fo r 
th at purpofe on ly. H e  could not com prehend the p robab ility  o f  thofe 
d irefu l w ounds, g iven  and received by D on  Belli anis, w hofe face, and  w hole 
carcafe, m uft have rem ained quite covered w ith  m arks and fears, even a l­
low in g  him  to have been cured by the m oft expert furgeons o f  the age 
in  w hich  he lived.

H e, n otw ith ftan d in g, beftow ed great com m endations on the auth or, 
w h o concludes his book w ith  the prom ife o f  fin ifh in g  th at interm inable 
adventure ; and w as m ore than  once inclined to feize the q u ill, w ith  a 
v iew  o f  p erform in g  w h at w as left undone ; n ay , he w ou ld  have actu a lly  
accom plilhed the affa ir, and publifhed  it accord in gly, had  not reflexions 
o f  greater m om ent em ployed his im ag in atio n , and diverted him  fro m  the 
execution o f  th at defign.

D ivers and obftinate w ere the difputes he m aintained ag a in ft  the p ar- 
fo n .o f  the p arifli, (a  m an  o f  fom e learn in g, w h o  had taken  his degrees 
at S ig u e n z a * ,)  on th at p u z z lin g  queftion , w hether P alm erin  o f  E n g la n d , 
or A m ad is de G a u l, w as the m oft illu ftrious k n ig h t-e rra n t : but m after 
N ich olas, w h o  acted as bar ber to the v illage , affirm ed, that none o f  them  
equalled the K n ig h t  o f  the Sun , or indeed could be com pared to h im  
in  an y  degree, except D o n  G a lao r, brother o f  A m ad is de G a u l j fo r  
his d ifpofition w as adapted to all em ergen cies; he w as neither fuch a pre- 
cife, n or fuch a p u lin g  coxcom b as h is b ro th e r ; and in  p oint o f  va lo u r, 
his equal at leaft.

So eager and in tangled  w as our H id a lg o  -f- in  this k in d  o f  h ifto ry , th at 
he w ou ld  often read from  m orn in g to n igh t, and from  n igh t to m orn in g 
again , w ith out in terruption  ; till at laft, the m oifture o f  his brain  being 
quite exhaufted w ith  indefatigable w atch in g  and ftu dy, he fa ir ly  loft his 
w its : all that he had read o f  quarrels, enchantm ents, battles, challenges, 
w ounds, tortures, am orous com plaints, and other im probable conceits, 
took fu ll pofteffion o f  his f a n c y ; and he believed all thofe rom antic  ex­
ploits fo im p lic itly , that in his opin ion , the h o ly  feripture w as not m ore 
true. H e  obferved that C id  R u yd ias  w as an excellent k n igh t ; but not 
equal to the L o rd  o f  the F lam in g-fw o rd , w h o w ith  one back ftroke had 
cut tw o fierce and m onftrous giants th rou gh  the m iddle, f i e  had ftill a

* Siguenza, a town lituated on the banks of the Iler.ares, in New Caftile; in which there is a fniall 
univernty.

f  Hidalgo, has much the fame application in Spain, as ’fquire in England ; though it literally figni- 
fies the fon of lomething, in coimadiltinilion to thofe who are the fon» of nothing.
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better opinion o f  Bernardo del C arpio , w ho, at the battle o f  R onceval- 
les, put the enchanter Orlando to death, by the fame means that H er­
cules ufed, when he ftrangled the earth-born Anteon. N either was he 
filent in the praife o f  M organte, w ho, though o f  that gigantic race, w hich 
is noted for infolence and incivility, was perfedhly affable and w ell-bred. 
B u t his chief favourite w as Reynaldo o f M ontalvan , w hom  he hugely ad­
mired for his prowefs, in fallying from  his caftle to rob travellers ami 
above all tilings, for his dexterity in Healing that idol o f  the im poftor M ah o­
met, w hich, according to the hiftory, w as o f  folid gold. F o r  an opportu­
nity o f pum m elling the traitor *  G alalon , he w ould w illingly  have given 
his houfe-keeper, body and foul, nay, and his niece into the bargain. In  
fhort, his undcrftanding being quite perverted, he w as feized w ith  the 
ftrangeft w him  that ever entered the brain o f  a m adm an. T h is  w as no 
other, than a fu ll perfuafion, that it was highly expedient and neceffary, 
not only for his ow n honour, but alfo for the good o f  the public, that 
he fhould profefs knight-errantry, and ride through the w orld in arm s, 
to feek adventures, and conform  in all points to the pradlice o f  thofe 
itinerant heroes, whofe exploits he had r e a d ; redrefling all m anner o f  
grievances, and courting all occafions o f  expofm g him felf to fuch dangers, 
as in the event w ould entitle him  to everlafting renown. T h is  poor luna­
tic looked upon him felf already as good as feated, by his ow n fingle va­
lour, on the throne o f  Trebifond ; and intoxicated w ith  thefe agreeable 
vapours o f  his unaccountable fo lly , refolved to put his defign in pradtice 
forthw ith.

In  the firft place, he cleaned an old  fuit o f  arm our, w hich had be­
longed to fome o f  his anceftors, and w hich he found in his garret, where it 
had lain for feveral ages, quite covered over w ith m ouldinefs and ru ft : but 
h aving fcoured and put it to rights, as well as he could, he perceived, that 
inftead o f  a com pleat helmet, there was only a fim ple head-piece w ithout a 
beaver. T h is  unlucky defedt, however, his induftry fupplied by a vizor, 
w hich he made o f  pafte-board, and fixed fo artificially to the m orrion, 
that it looked like an entire helmet. T ru e  it is, that in order to try  i f  it 
w as throng enough to rilk  his jaw s in, he unfheathed his fw ord, and be­
llow ed upon it tw o hearty llrokes, the firft o f  which in a tw in klin g, u n ­
did his whole w eek’s labour : he did not at all approve o f  the facility  w ith  
w hich he hewed it in pieces, and therefore, to fecure h im felf from  any fuch 
danger for the future, w ent to w ork anew , and faced it w ith  a plate o f  
iron, in fuch a m anner, as that he rem ained fatisfied o f  its ftrength, w ith ­
out putting it to a fecond trial, and looked upon it as a m oft finillied piece 
o f  arm our.
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• Galalon is faid to have betrayed the Spaniih army at Ror.ftvalles.
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H e next vifited his horfe, w hich  (though he had m ore corners th an  
a -(* rial, being as lean as G o n ela ’s, that “  tantum  pellis et ofla fu it ) ” ne- 
verthelefs, in  his eye, appeared in fin itely  preferable to A lexan d er’s B uce­
phalus, or the C id ’s Babieca. F o u r days he confum ed, in  inven tin g a 
nam e for this rem arkable fteed 3 fu ggeftin g  to h im felf, w h at an im p ro­
priety  it  w ou ld  be, i f  an horfe o f  his qualities belonging to fueh a re­
now ned kn igh t, fhould  go  w ith ou t fom e founding and fign ificant ap p ella­
tion : he therefore refolved to accom m odate h im  w ith  one that fh ou ld  
not on ly  declare his p a ll, but alfo his prelent cap acity  3 fo r  he th ou gh t it  
but reafonable, that lince his m ailer had altered his condition, he fhould 
alfo  change his nam e, and invert him  w ith  fom e fublim e and fonorous 
epithet, fuitable to the new  order and em ploym ent he profeffed : accord­
in g ly , after h a v in g  chofen, rejected, am ended, tortured and revolved a 
w orld  o f  nam es, in  his im agination , he fixed upon  R o zin an te , -f* an  ap­
pellation , in  his op in ion , lo fty , fonorous and expreffive, not on ly  o f  his 
form er, but likew ife o f  his prefent fituation,. w h ich  intitled h im  to the 
preference over all other horfes under the fun . H a v in g  thus denom inated 
his horfe, fo  m uch to his ow n  fa tis fa ft io n , he w as defirous o f  d o in g  h im ­
fe lf  the like ju ftice, and after e ight days ftu d y , actu a lly  affirmed the title 
o f  D on  Q u ix o te : from  w hence, as h ath  been obferved,,th e authors o f  th is 
authentic h iftory , concluded, that h is fo rm er nam e m uft have been 
Q u ixad a , and not Q uefada, as others are pleafed to a f f irm : bu t recol­
lecting , that the valian t A m ad is, not fatisfied w ith  th at fim ple appellation , 
added to it, that o f  his cou n try , and in order to d ig n ify  the place o f  h is  
n ativ ity , called h im fe lf A m adis de G a u l 3 he refolved , like a w o rth y  
kn igh t, to fo llo w  fuch an  illu ftriou s exam ple, and airtime the nam e o f  
D on  Q uixote de la M an ch a  3 w h ich , in  his op in ion , fu lly  exprelfed his 
generation, and at the fam e tim e, reflected infinite honour on his fo rtu ­
nate country.

A cco rd in gly  his arm our bein g fcoured, his beaver fitted to his head-piece, 
his fteed accom m odated w ith  a nam e, and his ow n  dignified w ith  thefe. 
additions, he reflected, that noth ing elfe w as w an tin g , but a lady to in - 
fpire him  w ith  love 3 fo r a kn igh t-errant w ith out a m irtrefs, w ould be 
like a tree deftitute o f  leaves and fru it,, or a body w ith out a foul. “  I f , 
la id  he, &  fo r  m y fins, or rather fo r  m y honour, I  fhould  engage w ith  
fome gian t, an  adventure com m on in  kn igh t-erran try , and overthrow  
him  in  the field, by cleaving h im  in  tw ain,, or in  fhort, d ifarm  and fub-

-f- This is a joke upon the knight’s fteed, which was fo meagre, that his bones ftuck out like the cor­
ners of a Spanilh rial, a coin of a very irregular fhape, not unlike the figure in geometry, called T ra­
pezium.

f  Rozinante implies that which was formerly an horfe, though the ante feems to have been intended 
by the knight as a badge of diftinttion, by which he was ranked before all other horfes.

due
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due h im ; w ill it not be highly proper, that 1  fhould have a miftrefs, to 
whom  I m ay fend m y conquered foe, w ho com ing into the prefence o f  
the charm ing fair, w ill fall upon his knees, and fay, in an hum ble and 
fubm iffive tone : “  Incom parable princefs, I am  the giant Carculiam bro, 
lord o f  the ifland M alindrania, w ho being vanquifhed in lingle com bat 
by the invincible knight D on  Q uixote de la M ancha, am  com m anded by 
him  to prelent m yfelf before your beauty, that I m ay be difpofed of, ac­
cording to the pleafure o f  your highnefs ?” H o w  did the heart o f  our 
w orthy knight dance w ith joy, when he uttered this ad d refs; and ftill 
m ore, w hen he found a lady w orthy o f  his affe6tion ! T h is , they fay, 
w as an hale, buxom  country wench, called A ldonza Loren9o, w ho 
lived in the neighbourhood, and w ith w hom  he had form erly been in 
lo v e ; though by all accounts, fhe never knew , nor gave herfelf the 
leaft concern about the m atter. H er he looked upon as one qualified, in 
all refpe£ts, to be the queen o f  his in clinations; and putting his inven­
tion again  to the rack, for a nam e that fhould bear fome affinity w ith 
her ow n, and at the fame time become a princefs or lady o f  quality, he 
determined to call her Dulcinea del T obofo, fhe being a native o f  that 
place, a nam e, in his opinion, m ufical, rom antic and expreffive, like the 
reft w hich he had appropriated to h im felf and his concerns.

The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book I.
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C H A P .  II.

O f the fage D on Q u i x o t e ’s firft Tally from  his ow n  H abitation .

T H E S E  preparations being m ade, he cou ld  no longer refill the defire 
o f  executing his d e fig n ; reflecting w ith  im patience, on the in ju ry  

his delay occafioned in  the w orld , w here there w as abundance o f  grievances 
to be redrefied, w ron gs to be rectified, errors am ended, abufes to be reform ed, 
and doubts to be re m o ve d ; he therefore, w ith out com m unicatin g his inten­
tion  to an y  body, o r being feen by a liv in g  foul, on e m orn in g  before day, 
in the fcorching m onth o f  Ju ly ,  put on his arm o u r, m ounted R o zin an te , 
buckled  his ill-contrived  helm et, braced his target, feized his lance, and, th ro ’ 
the back-d oor o f  his yard , Tallied into the fields, in a rap ture o f  joy , occa­
fioned by this eafy and fuccefsful begin n in g o f  his adm irable un d ertak in g : 
but, fcarce w as he clear o f  the village, w hen  he w as aflaulted by fuch a ter­
rib le objection, as had w ell n igh  induced our hero to abandon his enterprize 
d ir e & ly : fo r , he recollected that he had never been knighted  j and there­
fore, according to the law s o f  ch iva lry , he neither could nor ough t to enter 
the lifts w ith  an y an tagon ift o f  that d e g re e ; n ay , even g ra n tin g  he had re­
ceived that m ark  o f  diftineftion, it w as his d u ty  to w ear w hite arm our, like 
a new  kn igh t, w ith out an y  device in his fh ield , un til fuch tim e as his v a ­
lour fhould  intitle h im  to that honour.'*'

T h efe  cogitations m ade h im  w aver a little in  his p la n ; but his m adnefs 
p revailin g  over every  other confideration, fuggefted, th at he m igh t be 
dubbed by the firft perfon he fhould  meet, after the exam ple o f  m an y 
others w h o h ad  fa llen  upon  the fam e ex p e d ien t; as he had read in thofe 
m ifehievous books w hich  had difordered his im agination  -f*. W ith  refpecl to  
the w hite arm o ur, he propofed, w ith  the firft opp ortun ity , to fcour his ow n , 
un til it lhou ld  be fa irer th an  erm ine ; and h av in g  fatisfied his confidence in 
this m anner, he purfued his defign, w ith out fo llo w in g  an y other road than  
that w hich  his horfe w as pleafed to ch o o fe ; being perfuaded, that in To do­
ing, he m anifefted the true fp irit o f  adventure. T h u s  proceeded ou r flam ­
ing adventurer, w h ile  he uttered the fo llo w in g  foliloquy.

“  D oubtlefs, in  fu ture ages, w hen the true h iftory  o f  m y fam ed exploits 
fhall com e to ligh t, the fage auth or, w hen he recounts m y firft and early  Tally, 
w illex p re fs  h im fe lf in  this m anner : “  Scarce had rud dy Phoebus, o ’er this 
w ide and fpacious earth , d ifp lay ’d the golden threads o f  his refu lgent h a ir ; and

• According to the ancient rules of chivalry, no man was intituled to the rank and degree of knight­
hood, until he had been in a&ual battle, and taken a prifoner with his own hand.

f  It was common for one knight to dub another. Francis I. king of France was knighted, at his own 
delire, by the chevalier Bayard, who was looked upon as the flower of chivalry.

fcarce
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fcarce the little painted warblers w ith  their fo rk y  tongues, in  foft, m ellifluous 
harm ony, had hail’d the approach o f  ro fy -w in g ’d A u rora , w ho Healing from  
her jealous huffiand’s couch, thro ’ the balconies and aerial gates o f M an ch a’s 
bright horizon, flood confefs’d to w ondering m o rta ls ; w hen l o ! the illu - 
ftrious knight D on Q uixote de la M ancha, up-fpringing from  the lazy  dow n, 
beflrode fam ’d Rozinante his unrival’d Heed ! and thro ’ M ontiel’s ancient, 
well know n field (w hich w as really the cafe) purfu ’d his w ay .” T h en  he ad­
ded, “  O fortunate a g e ! O happy tim e s! in w hich fliall be made public m y 
incom parable atchievements, w orthy to be ingraved in brafs, on m arble 
fculptured, and in painting fliew n, as great examples to fu tu rity ! and O ! 
thou fage enchanter, whofoever thou m ay’fl  be, doom ’d to record the w on ­
drous ftory ! forget not, I befeech thee, m y trufty Rozinante, the firm  com ­
panion o f  m y various fa te ! ’’ T h en  turning his horfe, he exclaim ed, as i f  he 
had been actually in love, “  O D u lc in ea ! fovereign princefs o f  this captive 
heart, w hat dire affliction h afi thou made me fuffer, thus banifhed from  
thy prefence w ith  reproach, and fettered by thy rigorous com m and, not to 
appear again before thy beauteous fa c e ! D eign princefs, to rem em ber this 
thy faith ful flave, who now  endures fuch m ifery for love o f  th e e !” T h efe 
and other fuch rhapfodies he ftrung togeth er; im itating, as m uch as in 
him  lay , the ftile o f  thofe ridiculous books w hich he had re a d ; and jogged 
along, in fpite o f  the fun w hich beam ’d upon him  fo intenfely hot, that 
furely his brains, i f  any had rem ained, w ould have been fryed in his fk u l l : 
that whole day, did he travel, w ithout encountring any thing w orth m en­
tio n in g ; a circum ftance that grieved him  forely, for he had expected to find 
fom e objetft on w hich he could try  the prowefs o f  his valiant arm *.

Some authors fay his firfl adventure was that o f  the pafs o f  Lap ice, but 
others affirm , that the W ind-m ills had the m aidenhead o f  his v a lo u r : all 
th at I can aver o f  the m atter, in confequence o f  w hat I found recorded in 
the annals o f  la M ancha, is, that having travelled the whole day, his horfe 
and he, about tw ilight, found themfelves exceffively wearied and h a lf  dead 
w ith  hunger; and that looking around for fome caftle or fheep cot, in w hich 
he m ight allay the cravings o f  nature, by repofe and refreflim ent; he de­
cried not far from  the road, an inn, w hich he looked upon as the ftar that 
w ould guide him to the porch, i f  not the palace, o f  his redem ption : in this 
hope, he put fpurs to his horfe, and juft in the tw ilight reached the gate, 
where, at that time, there happened to be tw o ladies o f  the gam e, w ho be­
ing on their journey to Seville, w ith  the carriers, had chanced to take up 
their n ight’s lodging in  this place.

• He might have imitated the young knight defcribed in Penceforeft, who having been dubbed by 
king Alexander, rode into a wood, and attacked the trees with fuch fury and addrefs, that the king and. 
hi. whole court were convinced of his prowefs and dexterity.

A j
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A s ou r h ero ’s im ag in atio n  converted w hatfoever he faw , heard or confi- 
dered, into fom ething o f  w hich  lie had read in  books o f  c h iv a lry ; he no 
fooner perceived the inn , than  his fan cy  reprefented it, as a {late ly  caflle  
w ith  its fo u r  tow ers and p innacles o f  fh in in g  lilver, accom m odated w ith  a  
d raw -b rid g e , deep m oat, and all other convenieneies, th at are defcribed as 
b e lon g in g  to build ings o f  that kind .

W h en  he w as w ith in  a fm all d iflan ce o f  this inn, w hich  to h im  
feemed a caflle, he drew  bridle, and flo p t R ozin an te , in  hope that fom e 
d w a r f  w ou ld  appear upon the battlem ents, and lig n ify  his a rriva l by found 
o f  tru m p e t : but, as this cerem ony w as not perform ed fo foon as he ex- 
p efled , and his fteed exprefled great eagernefs to be in the l ia b le ; he rode 
up to the gate, and obferving the battered wenches before m entioned, m i- 
f lo o k  them  for tw o beautifu l m aidens, or agreeable ladies, en joy ing the cool 
breeze at the cafile-gate. A t  that in llan t, a fw ine-herd , w ho, in a field 
h ard  by, w as tending a drove o f  hogs, (w ith  leave be it fpoken) chanced 
to  b low  his horn, in  order to collect his fcattered fubjecls : im m ediately the 
k n ig h t’s expectation  w as fulfilled, and concluding that n ow  the d w a r f  had 
given  the fign al o f  his approach , he rode tow ards the inn  w ith  infin ite fa- 
tisfadlion . T h e  ladies no fooner perceived luch  a llra n g e  figure, arm ed 
w ith  lance and target, th an  they w ere feized w ith  con llern ation , and ran  
affrighted  to the g a te ; but D on  Q uixote, gu eflln g  their terror by their fligh t, 
lifted  up his p afte-board  v izo r, and d ilcovering his m eagre lan th orn  jaw s 
befm eared w ith  d u ll, addrefled them  thus, w ith  gentle voice and courteous 
d em ean ou r: “  F ly  m e not, ladies, nor dread the leaft a ffro n t5 fo r, it  be­
longs not to the order o f  kn igh th ood , w h ich  I profefs, to in ju re  an y  m or­
tal, m uch lefs fuch h igh -born  dam fels as you r appearance declares you  
to be.”

T h e  w enches, w h o flared  at h im  w ith  all their curiofity, in order to d if- 
cover his face, w h ich  the lo rry  beaver concealed, h earin g them felves Ailed 
h ig h - bo rn  d a m s e l s , an epithet fo foreign  to their profellion , could con­
tain  them felves no longer, but bu rft out into fuch a fit o f  lau gh in g , that 
D on  Q uixote being offended, rebuked them  in thefe w o rd s ; “  N o th in g  is 
m ore com m endable in beautifu l w om en than  m o d e fty ; and n oth in g  m ore 
ridicu lous than laughter proceeding from  a flight caufe : but this I m ention 
not as a reproach, by  w h ich  I m ay incur yo u r in d ig n a tio n ; on  the contra­
ry , m y intention is on ly  to do you  lervice.”

T h is  addrefs, w hich  w as w h olly  unintellig ib le to the ladies, together w ith  
the ludicrous appearance o f  him  w h o pronounced it, increafed their m irth , 
w h ich  kindled the k n igh t’s anger, and he began  to w a x  w roth , w hen  lu ck­
ily  the landlord interpofed. T h is  innkeeper, w ho, by reafon o f  his u n ­
w ield y belly, w as o f  a pacific d ifpofition, no fooner beheld the p repofle-

V o l . I. C  rous
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rous figure o f our hero, equipped w ith fuch ill-fuited accoutrements as his 
bridle, lance, target and corllet com pofed, than he w as feized w ith an in ­
clination to join the nym phs in their unfeafonable m errim ent 3 but, being 
ju flly  afraid o f  incenfing the ow ner o f  fuch unaccountable furniture, he 
refoived to behave civilly, and accordingly accofled him  in  thefe w o rd s : 
“  S ir knight, i f  your w orfhip  wants lodging, you m ay be accommodated in 
this inn w ith  every thing in great abundance, except a bed 3 for at prefent 
we have not one unengaged.” D on Quixote perceiving the hum ility o f  the 
governor o f  the catlle, for fuch he fuppofed the landlord to be, anfwered, 
“  F o r  me, fignior Caflellano, any thing w ill fuffice5 m y drefs is arm our, 
battles m yrepofe, & c .” M ine holt im agining that he called him  C alle llan o *, 
becaufe he looked like a hypocritical rogue 3 tho’ indeed he w as an A n d alu - 
fian, born on the coafl o f  St. L u car, as great a th ief as Cacus, and m ore 
m ifchievous than a collegian or a page, replied w ith  a fneer, “  I f  that be the 
cafe, I fuppofe your w orfhip ’s couch is no other than the flinty rock, and your 
fleep perpetual w akin g 3 l'o that you m ay alight w ith the com fortable aflur- 
ance, that you w ill find in this m anfion, continual opportunities o f  defying 
fleep, not only fo r one night, but for a whole year, i f  you pleafe to try the 
experim ent.” W ith  thefe words, he laid hold o f  the ftirrup  o f  D on Q uixote, 
w ho difm ounting w ith  infinite pain and difficulty, occafioned by his having 
travelled all day long wdthout any refrefhm ent, bad the landlord take fpe- 
cial care o f  his fleed 3 for, he obferved, a better piece o f  horfe-flefh had ne­
ver broke bread.

The innkeeper, tho’ with all his penetration he could not difcern any 
qualities in Rozinante lufficient to juftify one half o f what was faid in 
his praife, led him civilly into the liable, and having done the honours of the 
place, returned to receive the commands of his other gueft, whom he found 
in the hands of the high-born damfels, who having by this time reconciled 
themlelves to him, were bufied in taking off his arm our: they had already 
difincumbered him of his back and breall-plates, but could fall upon no 
method of difengaging his head and neck from his ill-contriv’d helmet and 
gorget, which were fall tied with green ribbons, the gordian knots of which 
no human hands could loofe; and he would, by no means, allow them to be 
cut 3 fo that he remained all night, armed from the throat upwards, and 
afforded as odd and comical a fpeclacle as ever was feen-f. While thefe kind 
harridans, whom he fuppofed to be the conflable’s lady and daughter, were

* Sana de Cajitlla, fignifies a crafty knave.
f  This circumflance of the ladies difarming the knight, is exaflly conformable to the practice of chi­

valry : tho’ his refufing to lay afide his helmet, is no great argument of his courtefy or attachment to the 
laws and cuftoms of his profeflion; for, among knights, it was looked upon as an indifpenfible mark of 
rcfpedt, to appear without the helmet in church, and in prefence of ladies, or refpe&able perfonages, and 
indeed, in thofe iron times, this was confidered as a neceffary mark and proof of peaceable intention; 
hence we derive the cuflom o f  uncovering the head in falutation.
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em ployed in this hofpitable office, he laid to them  w ith  a (m ile o f  inconceiv­
able p leafure, “  N ever w as k n igh t fo h o n o uied  by the fervice o f  ladies, as 
D o n  Q uixote w hen  he firft ulhered h im fe lf in to  the w o r ld ; ladies m iniftred  
unto  h im , and princefl'es took charge o f  his R ozin an te . O R o z in a n te ! (fo r 
that, fa ir  ladies, is the nam e o f  m y  fteed, and D o n  Q uixote de la M an ch a  
the appellation  o f  his m aile r) not th at I intended to have difclofed m y fe lf 
un til the deeds atchieved in y o u r fervice ffiould have m ade me kn ow n  ; but, in 
order to accom m odate m y prefent fituation  to th at venerable rom ance o f  S ir  
L an ce lo t, 1 am  obliged to difcover m y nam e a little p re m a tu re ly : yet, the 
tim e w ill com e, w h en  yo u r highneffes ffiall com m and, and I  w ill obey, 
and the valou r o f  this arm  te d ify  the defire 1  feel o f  being y o u r h ave.”

T h e  charm ers, w h om  nature never defigned to expofe to fuch extraord i­
n ary  com plim ents, anl'wered not a fyllable, but asked i f  he chofe to have 
an y  th in g  fo r flip p er? T o  w hich  k ind  queftion  D on  Q uixote replied, that 
from  the in form ation  o f  his bow els, he believed n oth in g  eatable could 
com e am ifs. A s  it w as u n lu ck ily  a m eagre d ay, the inn  afforded no other 
fare  than  fom e bundles o f  that fifh  w h ich  is called A b ad exo  in  C aftile , 
B accalao  in A n d alu fia , C u rad illo  in fom e parts o f  Spain , and T ru c h u e la in  
o th ers: fo that they enquired i f  his w o rfh ip  could eat T ru c h u e la j fo r  
there w as no other fifh  to be had. “  A  num ber o f  troutlin gs, anfw ered 
the kn igh t, w ill pleafe m e as m uch as one t r o u t : fo r, in m y opin ion , eight 
fingle rials are equivalent to one piece o f  eight j befides, thofe troutlin gs 
m ay be as m uch preferab le to trouts, as veal is to beef, o r lam b to m utton  : 
be that as it w ill, let the fifh  be im m ediately produced fo r, the toil and 
burthen o f  arm s are not to  be borne w ith ou t fatisfy in g  the cravings o f  the 
flo m a ch .”  A  table being therefore covered at the in n -d oor, fo r  the benefit o f  
the cool a ir , m ine hoft b rough t out a cut o f  B accalao , w retchedly w ater­
ed, and v illan ou fiy  cooked, w ith  a lo a f  as b lack  and greafy  as his g u e d ’s 
o w n  a rm o u r : but, his m anner o f  eating afforded infinite fubje£l fo r  m irth  ; 
for, his head being inclofed in his helm et, and the beaver lifted up , his ow n 
hands could be o f  no fervice in reach in g the food to his m outh j and there­
fore, one o f  the ladies undertook to perform  that office 3 but, th ey found  it 
im poffible to convey drin k in  the fam e m anner and ou r hero m u lt have 
m ade an uncom fortab le m eal, i f  the landlord had not bored a cane, and 
p uttin g  one end o f  it in  his m outh , poured fom e w ine in to  the o th e r ; an 
operation he endured w ith  patience, rather th an  fuffer the ribbons o f  his 
helm et to be deftroyed.

W h ile  they were thus em ployed, a fow -gelder happened to arrive at the 
inn , and w in d in g  three or fo u r blalts wdtli his h o rn , confirm ed D on Q uixote 
in his opin ion , that he fat in  fom e fla te ly  ca llle , entertained w ith  m ufic, 
d u ring his rep ail, w h ich , co n fid in g  o f  delicate tro u tlin g  and bread o f  the
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fineft flour, w as ferved up, not by a brace o f  harlots, and a thievifh 
innkeeper, but by the fa ir  hands o f  tw o beautiful ladies, and the courte­
ous governor o f  the place. T h is  conceit juftified his undertaking, and 
rendered him  very happy in the fuccefs o f  his firft fa l ly ; but, he was m or­
tified when he recollected that he was not as yet kn igh ted ; becaufe he 
thought he could not law fu lly  atchieve any adventure w ithout having been 
firft inverted w ith  that honourable order.

C H A P .  III .

T h e  diverting expedient D on  Q u ix o t e  falls upon, in order to be knighted.

HArrafied by this reflection, he abridged his forry meal, and called for 
the landlord, w ith  w hom  having lliu t h im felf up in the ftable, he 

fell upon his knees, and addrefled the fuppofed conftable in thefe words. 
“  N ever w ill I  rife from  this fuppliant pofture, thrice valiant knight, u n ­
til your courtefy fhall grant the boon I mean to b e g ; a b o o n ! that w ill 
not only redound to your particular praife, but alfo to the ineftim able be­
nefit o f  m ankind in  general*.” T h e  innkeeper hearing fuch difcourfe pro­
ceed from  the m outh o f  his gueft, w ho kneeled before him , w as afto- 
n iflie d ; and gazed at our hero, w ithout kn ow in g w hat to lay or do : at 
length, however, he intreated him  to r i fe ; but, this requeft w as abfo- 
lutely refufed, until he allured him  that his boon fliould be granted. 
“  S ign ior,” faid D on Q uixote, “  I could expeCl no lefs from  the courtefy 
o f  your m agnificence : I w ill now  therefore tell you, that the boon w hich 
I have begged, and obtained from  your generofity, is, that you w ill, to­
m orrow  m orning, vouchfafe to confer upon me the order o f  knighthood. 
T h is  night w ill I w atch m y arm s in the chapel o f  your c a ft le ; that the 
m orning, as I faid, m ay fulfill m y eager defire, and enable me, as I ought, 
to traverfe the four corners o f  the w orld, in fearch o f  adventures fo r  the 
relief o f  the diftrelfed, according to the duty and office o f  chivalry, and 
o f  thofe knights-errant whofe genius, like mine, is ftrongly addicted to 
fuch atchievements.”

T h e  landlord, w ho, as we have already obferved, w as a fort o f  a w ag , 
and had from  the beginning fufpeCted that his lodger’s brain  was none 
o f  the founded:, having heard him  to an end, no longer entertained any 
doubts about the matter, and in order to regale h im felf and the reft o f  
his guefts w ith  a dilh  o f  m irth , refolved to hum our him  in  his extrava­
gance. W ith  this view, he told him , that nothing could be m ore juft 
and reafonable than his requeft, his conceptions being extrem ely w ell fu it-

* This requeft was a little premature, inafmuch as the prattice of chivalry did not authorife the fup- 
pliaiit to aft a boon of his godfather, until he was dubbed, and then he had a right to demand it.
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ed, and  n atura l to fuch a peerlefs kn igh t as his com m andin g prefence 
and ga llan t dem eanour dem onftrated him  to be : that he h im fe lf had, in  
his youth , exercifed the honourable profeffion  o f  erran try , ftro llin g  fro m  
place to place, in  q uell o f  adventures, in the courfe o f  w h ich  he did not 
fa il to vifit the fuburbs o f  M a la g a , the ifles o f  R ia ra n , the booths o f  Se­
ville , the m arket-p lace o f  Segovia, the o live-gard ens o f  V alen cia , the lit­
tle tow er o f  G ren ad a, the bay o f  St. L u c a r , the fpout o f  *  C ord ova, the 
public-houfes o f  T o led o , and m an y other places, in w h ich  he had exer- 
ciled the dexterity  o f  his hands as w ell as the lightnefs o f  his heels, d o in g  
infin ite m ifchief, cou rtin g w id ow s w ith out num ber, debauching dam fels, 
ru in in g  heirs, and in fh ort, m ak in g  h im fe lf k n o w n  at the bar o f  every 
tribu n al in S p a in : that, at length , he had retired to this ca llle , w here he 
lived on his ow n m eans, together w ith  thofe o f  other p e o p le 3 accom ­
m odatin g kn igh ts-erran t o f  every q u ality  and degree, folely on account o f  
the affection he bore to them , and to the coin w h ich  they parted  w ith  
in  return  fo r his h ofp itality . H e  m oreover in form ed h im , that there w a s  
no chapel in  the callle  at prelent, w here he could w atch  his arm our, it 
h av in g  been dem olifhed in  order to be re b u ilt3 but, th at in cafe o f  ne- 
ceffity, as he very  w ell kn ew , he m igh t choofe an y other place 3 that the 
cou rt-yard  o f  the callle  w ou ld  very w ell ferve the purpofe, w here, w hen the 
k n igh t fhould  have w atched all n igh t, he, the ho lt, w ould in the m orning,, 
w ith  G o d ’s perm iflion , perform  all the other cerem onies required, and create 
h im  not on ly  a kn igh t, but fuch an one as fhould  not have his fe llow  in  
the w hole univerfe.

H e then alked, i f  he carried an y  m oney about w ith  h im , and the k n ig h t 
replied, that he had not a foufe 3 fo r he had never read in the h illo ry  o f  
kn igh ts-erran t, that they had ever troubled them felves w ith  an y  fuch in ­
cum brance. T h e  innkeeper allured  him  that he was very  m uch m illak en  3 
fo r, that though no fuch circum ftance w as to be foun d  in thofe h illo ries, the 
authors h av in g  th ou gh t it fuperfluous to m ention th ings that w ere fo 
p la in ly  neceffary as m oney and clean fh irts, it w as not to be fuppofed that 
their heroes travelled w ith out fupplies o f  both : he m igh t, therefore, take 
it fo r granted  and uncontrovertible, that all thofe kn igh ts, w hofe adlions 
are fo vo lum in ou fly  recorded, never rode w ith out their purfes w ell-lined  
in cafes o f  em ergency -f* 3 not forgetting to carry  a  Hock o f  linnen , w ith
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* Literally the colt of Cordova, becaufe the water gulhes out of a fountain, refembling an horfe’s. 
mouth. Thefe are places of refort frequented by thieves and fharpers.

f  Here the landlord was more felfilb than obfervant of the cultoms of chivalry; for, knights were 
actually exempted from all expence whatever; except when damages were awarded again!! them in a 
court of juftice, and in that cafe they paid for their rank. This they looked upon as a mark of their 
preheminence ; in confequence of which, at the fiege of Dun le Rot, in the year 1411, each knight was 
01 tiered to carry eight fafeines, while the fquire was quit for half the number.
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a fm all box o f  ointm ent to cure the w ounds they m ight receive in the 
courfe o f  their ad ventures; for, it w as not to be im agined, that any other 
relief was to be had every time they lhould have occafion to fight, and be 
wounded in fields and defarts ; unlefs they were befriended by fem e lage 
enchanter, w ho w ould aflift them by tranfporting through the air, in  a 
cloud, fome damfel, or dw arf, w ith  a cordial o f  fuch virtue, that one 
drop o f  it w ould in ftantly  cure them o f  their bruifes and w ounds, and 
m ake them  as found as i f  no fuch m ifchance had happened : but, the 
knights o f  form er ages, w ho had no fuch friend to depend upon, laid it 
dow n as a conftant m axim , to order their fquires to provide themfelves 
w ith m oney and other neceflaries, fuch as ointm ent and lint for im m e­
diate application : and when the kn igh t happened to be w ithout a fquire, 
w hich  w as very feldom the cafe, he h im felf kept them in very fm all bags, 
that hung fcarce perceptible at his horfe’s rum p, as i f  it were a treafure o f  
m uch greater im portance. T h ou g h  indeed, except upon fuch an occafion, 
that o f  carrying bags w as not m uch for the honour o f  kn igh t-errantry  j 
fo r  w hich reafon, he advifed D on Q uixote, and now  that he was his 
god-fon, he m ight com m and him , never thenceforw ard to travel w ith ­
out m oney, and thofe other indifpenfible necelfaries, w ith  w hich he lhould 
provide h im felf as foon as p o fiib le ; and then he w ould, w hen he leaft 
thought o f  it, find his account in  having made fuch provifion.

T h e  knight prom ifed to follow  his advice w ith  all deference and punc­
tuality  ; and thereupon received orders to w atch his arm our in a large 
court on one fide o f  the inn, where, having gathered the feveral pieces on 
a heap, he placed them in a ciftern that belonged to the w e ll ; then brac­
in g on his target and grafp in g his lance, he w alked w ith  courteous de­
m eanour backw ard and forw ard  before the ciftern, beginning this kn igh tly  
exercife as foon as it w as d ark * . T h e  roguifh  landlord having inform ed 
every lodger in bis houfe, o f  our hero’s frenzy, the w atching o f  his ar­
m our, and his expectation o f  being dubbed a k n ig h t ; they were aftonifh- 
ed at fuch a peculiar ftra in  o f  madnefs, and go ing out to obferve him  at 
a diftance, beheld him  w ith  filent gefture fometimes fta lk in g along, lom e- 
times leaning on his fpear, w ith  his eyes fixed upon his arm our, fo r a 
confiderable fpace o f  time. T h o u g h  it w as now  night, the m oon fhone 
w ith  fuch fplendour as m ight even vie w ith  the fource from  w hich fire 
derived her b righ tn efs; fo that every m otion o f  our noviciate w as d i- 
ftin ftly  perceived by all prefent. A t this inftant, a carrier w ho lodged in

* This cuftom of watching armour in church or chapel, was a religious duty impofed upon knights, 
who ufed to confume the whole night in prayer to fome faint, whom they chofe as their patron; and 
this exercife of devotion was performed on the night preceding the faid faint’s day. The fame cere- 
-mony was obferved by thofe who were fentenced to the combat-proof.
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the inn  took it in  his head to w ater his m ules, and it being neceffary fo r  
this purpofe to clear the ciftern, he w ent to lift  o ff  D on  Q uixote ’s a rm o u r; 
w hen  a loud voice accoffed h im  in  thefe w ords : “  O thou ! w hofoever 
thou art, bold  and infolent kn igh t, w h o  prefum eft to touch the arm o ur 
o f  the m oft valian t errant that ever girded h im fe lf w ith  cold iron , confi- 
der w h at thou art about to attem pt, and touch it not, unlefs thou  art de- 
firous o f  y ield ing th y  life  as the price o f  th y  tem erity .”

T h e  carrier, fa r  from  regard in g  thefe threats, w h ich  had he regarded 
his ow n  carcafe, he w ou ld  not have defpifed, laid  hold on the facred 
depofit, and threw  it piecem eal into the yard  w ith  all his m igh t. D on  
Q uixote no fooner beheld this p ro fan ation , than  lift in g  up  his eyes to  
heaven, and addrefling h im felf, in  all likelihood , to his m iftrefs D u lc in ea , 
he la id : “  G ra n t m e thy afllftance, dear lady o f  m y h e a r t ! in  this in fu lt 
offered to th y  lo w ly  vaffal, and let m e not be deprived o f  th y  favou rable 
protedlion in this m y firft perilous atchievem ent.” H a v in g  uttered this, 
and fom e other fuch ejaculations, he quitted his target, and ra ifin g  his lance 
w ith  both hands, beftow ed it w ith  fuch good w ill upon  the carrie r ’s head, 
th at he fell p ro ftrate  on the groun d , fo effectually  m auled, that, had the 
b low  been repeated, there w ou ld  have been no occaflon to call a  furgeon. 
T h is  exploit being perform ed, he replaced his arm o u r, and returned to his 
w alk , w h ich  he continued w ith  his fo rm er com pofure.

It w as not lon g  before another carrier, not k n o w in g  w h at had happened 
to bis com panion, w h o  ftill lay  w ith out fenfe o r m otion, arrived  w ith  the 
fam e intention o f  w aterin g  his m ules, and w ent ftra igh t up  to the ciftern , 
in order to rem ove the a rm o u r ; w hen D on  Q uixote, w ith out fpeaking a 
fyllab le , or a lk in g  leave o f  an y  liv in g  foul, once m ore quitted his target, 
and lift in g  up his lance, m ade another experim ent o f  its hardnefs upon the 
pate o f  the fecond carrier, w hich  failed  in  the application, g iv in g  w a y  in 
four different places. A t  the noife o f  this encounter, every body in  the 
houfe, innkeeper and all, cam e ru n n in g  to the field, at fight o f  w hom  
D on Q uixote, fnatch ing up his target and d raw in g  his fw ord , pronounced 
aloud, “  O lady ! o f  tranfcendent beauty, the force and v igo u r o f  m y en­
feebled h e a r t ; n ow , i f  ever, is the tim e fo r thee to turn  they princely  eyes 
on this th y  ca itiff kn igh t, w ho is on the eve o f  fo m igh ty  an adventure.”  So 
fay in g , he feemed to have have acquired fuch courage, that had he been af- 
faulted by all the carriers in  the univerfe, he w ould  not have retreated one 
ftep.’

T h e  com panions o f  the w ounded, feeing how  their friends had been 
handled, began at a diftance, to d ifcharge a fhow er o f  ftones upon the 
kn igh t, w ho, as w ell as he could, fheltered h im felf under his fhield, not 
darin g to leave the ciftern , left fom e m ifchance fhou ld  happen to his

arm our.
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arm our. T h e  innkeeper called aloud, entreating them to leave off, fo r, as 
he had told them before, the m an being m ad, would be acquitted on ac­
count o f  his lunacy, even tho’ he lhould put every foul o f  them to death. 
A t the fame time D on Q uixote, in a voice louder Drill, upbraided them as 
cow ardly traitors, and called the conftable o f  the caflle a worthlefs and bafe- 
born knight, for allow ing his gueft to be treated in fuch an inhofpitable 
m an n er; fw earing, that i f  he had received the order o f  knighthood, he 
w ould m ake him repent his difcourteous behaviour. “  But, as fo r you, faid 
he, ye vile, ill-m annered fcum , ye are beneath m y notice. D ilcharge, approach, 
come forw ard, and annoy me as m uch as you can, you fhall loon fee w hat 
rew ard you w ill receive for your infolent extravagance.” Thefe words deli­
vered in a bold and refolute tone, ftruck terror into the hearts o f  the affail- 
ants, w ho, partly for this menace, and partly on account o f  the landlord’s 
perl'uafion, gave over their attack, w hile he, on his fide, allowed the 
wounded to retire, and returned to his w atch, w ith  his form er eafe and 
tranquility.

Thefe pranks o f  the knight were not at all to the lik in g  o f  the landlord, 
w ho refolved to abridge the ceremony, and beffow this unlucky order o f  
knighthood im m ediately, before any other m ifchief lhould happen. A p ­
proaching him  therefore, he difclaim ed the infolence w ith  w hich his gueft 
had been treated by thofe faucy plebeians, w ithout his knowledge or con fen t; 
and obferved that they had been ju ftly  chaftifed for their im pudence: that, 
as he had told him before, there was no chapel in the caftle, nor indeed, 
for w hat was to be done, was it at all neceffary; nothing o f  the cerem ony 
now  rem aining unperform ed, except the cu ff on the neck, and the thw ack on 
the lhoulders, as they are prefcribed in the cerem onial o f  the o rd e r ; and 
that this part m ight be executed in the middle o f  a fie ld : he affured him  
alfo, that he had pundtually complied w ith  every thing that regarded the 
w atching o f  his arm our, w hich m ight have been finifhed in two hours, tho ’ 
he had already rem ained double the time on that duty. D on Q uixote be­
lieving every fyliable that he fpoke, faid, he was ready to obey him  in all 
things, and belought him  to conclude the m atter as foon as poffib le ; for, in 
cafe he lhould be attacked again , after having been knighted, he w ould not 
leave a foul alive in the caftle, except thofe w hom  he lhould fpare at his 
requeft.

T h e  conftable, alarm ed at this declaration, im m ediately brought out his 
day-book, in which he kept an account o f  the barley and ftraw  that w as 
expended for the life o f  the carriers, and attended by a boy w ith a candle’s 
end in his hand, together w ith  the tw o ladies before-m entioned, came 
to the place where Don Q uixote fto o d : then ordering him  to kneel before 
him , m um bled in his m anual, as i f  he had been putting up fom e very de­
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vo u t petition  j in  the m idft o f  w h ich , he lifted  up  his hand , and gave h im  
an  h earty  thum p on  the n e c k ; then, w ith  the flat o f  his ow n  fw ord, be­
llo w ed  an  handfom e application  acrofs his flioulders, m uttering all the tim e 
betw een his teeth, as i f  he had been em ployed in fom e fervent e ja c u la tio n * : 
this article being fu lfilled , he com m anded one o f  the ladies to g ird  on his 
fw ord , an office flie perform ed w ith  great dexterity  and difcret'ion, o f  w hich 
there w as no fm all need to reftra in  her laugh ter at each particu lar o f  this 
l lra n g e  cerem o n y : but, the effe£ts they had already feen o f  the k n ig h t ’s d if- 
p o fitio n , kept their m irth  effedhially  under the rein .

W h en  this good lad y  had  girded on his fw ord , “  H eaven  preferve your 
w o r f l i ip ! ad venturous k n ig h t, fa id  fhe, and m ake yo u  fortunate in all your 
encounters.”  D on  Q uixote then begged to kn o w  her nam e, that he m igh t 
then ceforw ard  un d erflan d  to w h om  he w as obliged fo r  the favo u r he had 
received at her hands, and to w h om  he m igh t afcribe fom e p art o f  the h o­
n ou r he fliou ld  acquire by the va lo u r o f  his in vincib le arm . She anfw ered 
w ith  great h u m ility , th at her nam e w as T o lo fa , d augh ter o f  an  honeA  bot­
cher in  T o led o , w h o  lived in  one o f  the A alls o f  Sancho M in a y a ; that /he 
fliou ld  a lw ays be at his fervice, and acknow ledge h im  fo r  her lord  and 
m afler. T h e  k n ig h t profefled h im fe lf extrem ely obliged to her fo r  her lo v e ; 
and begged fhe w ou ld , fo r  the future, d ig n ify  her nam e b y  ca llin g  h erfe lf 
D o n n a  T o lo fa . T h is  requeA  flie prom ifed fa th fu lly  to com ply w it h ; and 
a  d ia logue o f  the fam e k in d  paffed betw een h im  and the other lad y  w h o  
buckled on his fp u r ; w h en  he afked h er nam e, flie told  h im  it w as M o lli-  
n e r a ; and that her fath er w as an  honourable m iller o f  A n tequ era . D o n  
Q uixote entreated her alfo, to ennoble her nam e w ith  the fam e title o f  D o n n a, 
loaded her w ith  thanks, and m ade a tender o f  his fervice. T h efe  h itherto u n - 
feen cerem onies being difpatched, as it  w ere , w ith  poA  haAe, D on  Q uixote, 
im patient to fee h im fe lf on horfeback, in  q u efl o f  adventures, faddled and 
m ounted R o zin an te  fo rth w ith , and em bracing his hoA , uttered fuch a A ran ge 
rh apfod y o f  th an ks fo r his h a v in g  dubbed him  kn igh t, th at it is im poffible 
to rehearfe the com plim ent. T h e  landlord , in  order to get rid o f  h im  the 
fooner, anfw ered in  term s 110 lefs eloquent, tho* fom ething m ore laconic, 
and let h im  m arch  o ff  in  h app y h o u r, w ith out dem anding one fa rth in g  fo r 
his lodgin g .

* The Hap on the (houlders, and the box on the ear being bellowed, the godfather pronounced, “ In 
the name of God, St. Michael and St. George, I dub thee knight; be worthy, bold and loyal.”
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C H A P .  IV.

O f w hat befel our kn igh t, w hen  h $ Tallied from  the inn.

IT was early in the m orning, when D on  Q uixote Tallied from  the inn, To 
w ell fatisfied, To fprightly and To glad to Tee h im felf inverted w ith the or­

der o f  knighthood, that the very girths o f  his horle vibrated w ith  jo y : but, 
rem em bring his landlord’s advice w ith  regard  to the neceffaries he ought 
to  carry along w ith  him , in particular, the m oney and clean fh irts; he re- 
Tolved to return to his own houfe, and furn ifh  h im felf not only w ith  thefe, 
but alfo w ith a fquire, fo r which office he fixed, in  his ow n m ind, upon a 
poor ploughm an w ho lived in  his neighbourhood, m aintain ing a fam ily  o f  
children by his labour j a perfon in all refpeCts qualified for the low er fer- 
vices o f  c h iv a lry : w ith  this view , lie fteered his courfe h o m ew ard ; and R o -  
zinante, as i f  he had guerted the kn igh t’s intention, began to m ove w ith  
fuch alacrity and nimblenefs, that his hoofs fcarce Teemed to touch the 
ground.

H e had not travelled far, w hen from  the thickeft part o f  a w ood that 
grew  on his right hand, his ear w as faluted w ith  Thrill repeated cries, w h ich  
Teemed to iffue from  the m outh o f  Tome creature in grievous d iftre fs; and no 
Tooner did our hero hear this lam entation, than he exclaim ed, “  H eaven be 
praifed fo r the favou r w ith  w hich it now  indulges me, in  g iv in g  me an op­
portunity To Toon o f  fu lfilling the duties o f  m y profeffion, and reaping the 
fru it o f  m y laudable in ten tion ! Thefe cries doubtlefs proceed from  Tome 
m iferable m ale, or fem ale, w ho ftands in  need o f  m y im m ediate aid and 
p r o t e c t i o n T h e n  turn ing R ozinante, he rode tow ards the place whence 
the com plaint Teemed to come, and having entered the w ood a few  paces, he 
found a m are tied to one oak, and a lad about fifteen naked from  the 
w aift upw ards, made fart to another. T h is  w as he w'ho fcream ed To p ite- 
ou fly , and indeed not w ith out reafon, fo r, a fturdy peafant w as employed in  
m ak ing applications to his carcafe w ith  a leathern ftrap , accom panying each 
ftripe w ith  a w ord o f  rep roo f and advice. A bove all things, lay in g  upon 
him  ftrong in junctions, to ufe his tongue lefs, and his eyes m o re : the 
young fellow  replied, w ith  great fervency, “  I  w ill never do To again , m atter, 
To help me G od ! I w on ’t do To any m orej but, for the future, take m ore 
care, and ufe more difpatch.”

D on  Q uixote obferving w hat parted, pronounced aloud, w ith  great ind ig­
nation : “  Difcourteous knight, it ill becomes thee to attack one w ho can­
not defend h im fe lf:  m ount thy fteed, couch thy lance, (fo r there w as actu­
ally  a lance leaning againft the tree, to w hich the m are w as tied) and I  w ill

make



m ake thee fenfible o f  the cow ard ice o f  the ad lion  in w h ich  thou art n ow  
engaged .”  T h e  peafant feeing this flra n g e  figure, buckled in  arm o u r, and 
b ra n d ifh in g  a  lance over his head, w as m ortally  a fra id , and w ith  great 
h u m ility  re p lie d : “  S ir  k n igh t, th is lad  w hom  I  am  chaftifing , is m y  ow n  
fervan t, hired to keep a flock  o f  fheep, w h ich  feed in  thefe fields ; but, he is 
fo n egligent, th at every day I  lofe one o f  the num ber, and becaufe I  p u n ifli 
h im  fo r his careleflnefs, o r kn avery , he fays th at I  fcourge h im  out o f  ava­
rice, rath er than  p a y  h im  his w a g e s : th o ’, upon  m y confcience, and as I 
Jh a ll an fw er to G o d , he tells a lie .”  “  H o w  ! a lie, before m e, bafe ca itif, 
cried D o n  Q u ix o te ; by  the fu n , th at en lightens this globe, I  have a good 
m ind  to th ru fl this lance th ro ’ thy b o d y : p a y  the y o u n g  m an  his w ages 
i lr a it  w ith o u t rep ly , or b y  the p ow er th at rules u s ! I  w ill fin ifh  and an n i­
h ilate  thee in an  in fta n t : unbind h im , therefore, w ith out hefitation .”

T h e  cou n trym an  h u n g  his head, and w ith o u t fp eak in g  a  fyllab le, u n - 
tyed  his m an ; w h o, being afked by the k n igh t, h o w  m uch m oney w as due 
to  h im , faid his m aile r  ow ed h im  fo r  three quarters, at the rate o f  fix  ria ls 
a  m onth. H is  deliverer h a v in g  c a ll it  u p , fou n d  th at the w hole am ounted 
to  fixty-three ria ls , and ordered the peafant to difburfe them  in fla n tly , n n - 
lefs he had a-m in d  to p erifh  under his hands. T h e  affrigh ted  farm er a f­
firm ed, b y  the grievous fituation  in  w h ich  he w as, and  the oath  he had a l­
ready taken , th o ’, by  the bye, he had taken  no oath  at a ll, that the fum  
did not am oun t to fo m u c h ; fo r, that he w as to d ifcount and a llo w  fo r  three 
p a ir  o f  fhoes he had  received, and a r ia l fo r  tw o  bleedings w hile  he w as 
fick. “  G ra n tin g  th at to be true, replied D o n  Q uixote, the fhoes and the 
bleeding fh all fla n d  fo r  the ilrip es you  have g iven  him  w ith out caufe ; fo r, i f  
he has w ore out the leather o f  the fhoes that you  paid  fo r, you  have m ade as 
free w ith  the leather o f  his c a rc a fe ; and i f  the barber let out his blood w h en  
he w'as fick, you  have blooded him  w hen  he w as wrell ; he therefore Hands 
acquitted o f  thefe debts.”  “  T h e  m isfortune, S ir kn igh t, faid the peafant, is 
t h is : I  have not coin  about m e ; but, i f  A n d rew  w ill go  hom e to m y houfe, I  
w ill pay h im  h o n eflly  in ready m on ey.” “  G o  w ith  y o u , cried the lad, the devil 
fetch me, i f  I  d o ! no, no, m afler, I  rnufl not th in k  o f  t h a t ; w ere I to go  
hom e w ith  h im  alone, he. w ou ld  flea me like another St. B a rth o lo m ew .”  
<{ f i e  w o n ’t do fo, replied the kn igh t, but lhew  m ore regard  to m y com ­
m an d s; and i f  he wall fw ear to me by the law s o f  th at order o f  kn igh th ood 
w h ich  he has received, th at he w ill p ay  you  you r wrages, I  w ill  fet h im  
free, and w arra n t the p aym en t.” “  L o rd  h ow  yo u r w o rfh ip  t a lk s ! faid 
the boy ; this m afler o f  m ine is no gentlem an, nor has he received an y  or­
der o f  kn igh th ood , but is kn ow n  by the nam e o f  rich Jo h n  H aldudo, and 
lives in  the neighbourhood o f  Q u in tan ar.” £C N o  m atter, replied D on  
Q uixote, there m ay  be kn igh ts am ong the H aldudos, elpecially as every
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one is the fon of his own works.” “  True, faid Andrew; but what works is 
my mafter the fon of, fince he refufes to pay me for my labour, and the 
fweat of my brows ?” “  I don’t refufe, honeft Andrew, anfwered the pea- 
fant; thou wilt do me a pleafure in going home with me ; and I fwear by 
all the honours of knighthood in the univerfe, that I will pay thee thy wages, 
as I faid before, in ready money; nay, you fhall have it perfumed into the 
bargain.” “  Thank you for your perfumes, faid the knight, pay him in 
lawful coin, and I (hall be fatisfied; and be fure you fulfil the oath you 
have taken; for, by the fame obligation, I fwear, that in cafe you fail, I 
will return to chaffife you, and ferret you out, even tho’ you fhould be more 
concealed than a lizard. I f  you would underffand, who it is that lays fuch 
commands upon you, that you may find yourfelf under a neceffity o f per­
forming them with reverence and awe, know, that I am the valiant Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, the redreffer of wrongs, and fcourge o f injuftice : fo 
farewell, remember not to belie your promife and oath, on pain o f the pe* 
nalty prefcribed.” With thefe words, he clapped fpurs to Rozinante, and 
was out of fight in a moment.

The countryman followed him with his eyes, till' he faw him quite clear 
o f the wood; then turning to Andrew, faid, “  Come hither, child, I muff 
pay what I owe you, according to the orders of that redreffer of wrongs.” 
M And adad, faid Andrew, you had befl not negledf thefe orders o f that 
worthy knight, who (bleffings on his heart) is equally valiant and upright; 
for odds-bobs, if  you do not pay me, he will return, and be as good as his 
word.” “  In faith, I am o f the fame opinion, replied the peafant j but, out o f 
my infinite regard for you, I am defirous o f increafing the debt, that the 
payment may be doubled.” So faying, he laid hold of his arm, and tying him 
again to the tree, flogged him fo feverely, that he had like to have died on 
the fpot. “  Now is the time, Mr. Andrew, faid the executioner, to call upon 
the redreffer of grievances, who will find it difficult to redrefs this, which 
by the bye I am loth to finifh, being very much inclined to juftify your 
fear of being flead alive.” At length, however, he unbound, and left him 
at liberty to find out his judge, who was to execute the fentence he had 
pronounced. Andrew fneaked off, not extremely well fatisfied; on the 
contrary, vowing to go in queft o f the valiant Don Quixote de la Mancha, 
and inform him punctually of every thing that had happened, an account 
which would certainly induce him to pay the countryman fevenfold.

In fpite of this confolation, however, he departed blubbering with pain, 
while his mafter remained weeping with laughter. And thus was the grie­
vance redrelfed by the valiant Don Quixote, who tranfported with the fuc- 
cefs, and the happy and fublime beginning which he imagined his chivalry 
had been favoured with, jogged on towards his own village, with infinite

felf~
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felf-fatisfa<5lio n , and pronounced w ith  a lo w  voice j “  O D u lcin ea del T o -  
bofa, fa ire ft am ong the f a i r ! w ell m ay ’l l  thou  be counted the m o ll fo rtu ­
nate beauty upon  earth , feeing it is th y  fate, to keep in  fu b je& io n , and 
w h o lly  refigned to th y  w ill and pleafure, fuch a d a rin g  and renow ned k n ig h t 
as D on  Q uixote de la  M an ch a  n o w  is, and a lw ays w ill rem ain . W h o , as 
a ll the w orld  kn ow s, but yefterday received the honour o f  kn igh th ood , and 
has this day redrefled the greateft w ro n g  and grievance that ever in ju ftice 
hatched, and cruelty co m m itted ! T o -d a y  he w refted  the la fli from  the hand 
o f  the m erd lefs enem y, w h o  fo u n ju flly  fcourged the body o f  that tender 
in fa n t !”  H a v in g  uttered th is exclam ation , he foun d  h im fe lf in  a road that 
d ivided into fo u r paths, and ftra it his im ag in atio n  fuggefted thofe crofs- 
w ays that w ere w on t to perplex kn igh ts-erran t in  their ch o ice ; in  im ita­
tion  o f  w h om , he paufed a little, and after m ature deliberation, threw  the 
reins on  R o z in a n te ’s neck, leavin g  the decifion to h im , w h o fo llo w in g  his 
f i ih  intention,, took  the p ath  that led diredtly to his o w n  liab le .

Having travelled about two miles farther, Don Quixote defcried a num^ 
ber o f people, who, as was afterwards known, were fix merchants o f T o ­
ledo going to buy filks at Murcia, and who travelled with umbrelloes, at­
tended by four fervants on horfeback, and three mule-drivers on foot. Don 
Quixote no fooner perceived them at a difiance, than he imagined them to 
be fome new adventure, and, in order to imitate as much as in him lay, 
thofe fcenes he had read in his books o f chivalry, he thought this was an 
occafion exprefly ordained for him to execute his purpofed atchievement.

He therefore, with gallant and refolute deportment, feated himfelf firmly 
in his ftirrups, grafped his lance, braced on his target, and porting himfelf 
in the middle o f the road, waited the arrival o f thofe knights-errant, for 
fuch he judged them to be; and when they were near enough to hear him, 
pronounced in a loud and arrogant tone; “  Let the whole univerfe ceafe to 
move, i f  the whole univerfe refufes to confefs, that there is not in the whole 
univerfe a more beautiful damfel than the peerlefs Dulcinea del Tobolo, the 
high and mighty emprefs o f L a  Mancha.”

The merchants hearing this declaration, and feeing the ftrange figure 
from which it proceeded, were alarmed at both,, and halting immediately, 
at a diftance reconnoitred the madnefs o f the author; curious, however, 
to know the meaning o f that confeflion which he exadled, one. o f them, 
who was a fort o f a wag, tho’ at the fame time a man o f prudence and dif- 
cretion, accofted him thus: “  Sir knight, as we have not the honour to 
know who this worthy lady is, befo good as to produce her; and if  we. find 
her fo beautiful as you proclaim her to be, we will gladly, and without any 
fort of reward, confefs the truth, according to your defire,” “  I f  I produce 
her, replied Don Quixote, what is the mighty merit o f your confefling fuch,

a no—
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a notorious truth ? The importance o f my demand confiRs in your believ­
ing, acknowledging, affirming upon oath, and defending her beauty before 
you have fecn it. And this ye ffiall do, ye infolent and uncivil race, or en­
gage with me in battle forthwith. Come on then, one by one, according 
to the laws of chivalry, or all together, as the treacherous cuRom is among 
fuch wretches as yo u ; here I expedt you with full hope and confidence in 
the juRice o f my caufe.” tc Sir knight, replied the merchant, I humbly beg, 
in the name o f all thefe princes here prefent, that your worfhip will not 
oblige us to burden our confidences, by giving teffimony to a thing that we 
have neither feen nor heard, efpecially as it tends to the prejudice of the 
queens and princeffes of Alcarria and ERremadura: but, i f  your worfhip 
will be pleafed to fihew us any fort of a pidlure o f this lady, tho’ it be no 
bigger than a grain o f wheat, fo as we can judge the clue by the thread, we 
will be fatisfied with this fample, and you fliall be obeyed to your heart’s 
content: for, I believe we are already fo prepofieffed in her favour, that tho’ 
the portrait fliould reprefent her fquinting with one eye, and diftilling ver­
milion and brimftone with the other, we will, not with {landing, in compli­
ance to your worfhip, fay what you defire in her favour.” “  Her eyes, in­
famous wretch ! replied Don Quixote in a rage, diflil not fuch produdlions, 
but teem with amber and rich perfume : neither is there any defect in her 
fight, or in her body, which is more flrait than a Guadarrama-fpindle : 
but, you fliall fuffer for the licentious blafphemy you have uttered againfl 
the unparallelled beauty o f my fovereign miflrefs.” So faying, he couched 
his lance, and attacked the fpokefman with fuch rage and fury, that, had 
not Rozinante luckily Rumbled and fallen in the midft o f his career, the 
merchant would have had no caufe to rejoice in his rafhnefs ; but when the 
unhappy Reed fell to the ground, the rider was thrown over his head, and 
pitched at a good diRance upon the field, where he found all his endea­
vours to get up again ineffectual, fo much was he encumbered with his 
lance, target, helmet and fpurs, together with the weight o f his ancient 
armour. '

While he thus Rruggled, but in vain, to rife, he bellowed forth, “  Fly 
not, ye cowardly crew ; tarry a little, ye bafe caitifs ; not thro’ any fault of 
my own, but of my horfe, am I thus difcomfited.” One of the mule-dri­
vers, who feems not to have been of a very milky difpofition, could not 
bear this arrogant language o f the poor overthrown knight, without mak­
ing a reply upon his ribs. Going up to him, therefore, he laid hold on his 
lance, and breaking it, began to threfh him fo feverely, that, in fpite o f 
the refiRance of his armour, he was almoR beaten into mummy, and tho’ 
the fellow’s maRer called to him to forbear, he was fo incenfed, that he 
could not leave off the game, until he had exhauRcd the whole of his cho-

ler ;
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ler •, but, gathering the other pieces o f the lance, reduced them all to fhi- 
vers, one after another, on the miferable carcafe o f the Don, who, not- 
withflanding this florm o f blows which defcended on him, never fnut his 
mouth, but continued threatning heaven and earth, and thofe banditti, for 
fuch he took the merchants to be.

The driver was tired at length o f his exercife, and his mailers purfued 
their journey, carrying with them fufficient food for converfation about this 
poor battered knight, who no fooner found himfelf alone, than he made 
another effort to rife •, but, i f  he found this defign impradlicable when he 
was fafe and found, much lefs could he accomplifh it now that he was. 
difabled, and as it were wrought into a pafte. He did not, however, look 
upon himfelf as unhappy, becaufe this misfortune was, in his opinion,, 
peculiar to knights-errant, and that he was not able to rife on account o f 
the innumerable bruifeshe had received, he afcribed entirely to the fault o f 
his horfe.

Chap. 5. DON QUIXOTE De la Mancha. 23
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In which the flory o f our knight’s misfortune is continued.

Fin d in g  it therefore impofiible to move, he was fain to have recourfe 
to his ufual remedy, which was to amufe his imagination with fome 

paffages o f the books he had read; and his madnefs immediately recalled to 
his memory that o f Valdovinos and the marquis o f Mantua, when Car- 
loto left him wounded on the mountain. A  piece o f hiflory that every 
boy knows, that every young man is acquainted with, and which is cele­
brated, nay more, believed by old age itfelf, though it be as apocryphal 
as the miracles o f Mahomet j neverthelefs, it occurred to him, as an occa- 
fion exprefly adapted to his prefent fituation. And therefore, with marks 
o f extreme affliction, he began to roll about upon the ground, and with a 
languid voice, exclaim, in the words o f the wounded knight o f the wood,

Where art thou,, lady o f my heart,.
Regardlefs o f my mifery ?

Thou little know’ft thy lover’s fmart,
Or faithlefs art, and falfe, pardie!

In this manner he went on repeating the romance, until he came to thefe 
lines:

O noble prince o f Mantuan plains,
M y carnal kinfman, and my lo rd !

And
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And, before he could repeat the whole couplet, a peafant who was a 
neighbour of his own, and lived in the fame village, chanced to pafs, in 
his way from the mill where he had been with a load of wheat. This 
•honeft countryman feeing a man lying ftretched upon the ground, came 
up, and alked him who he was, and the reafon of his lamenting fo pitc- 
oufly? Don Quixote doubtlefs believed, that this was his uncle, the mar­
quis of Mantua, and made no other reply but the continuation of his 
romance, in which he gave an account of his own misfortune, occafioned 
by the amour betwixt his wife and the emperor’s fon, exactly as it is re­
lated in the book. The peafant, aftoniflicd at fuch a rhapfody, took off 
his beaver, which had been beaten to pieces by the mule-driver, and wip­
ing his face, which was covered with dull, immediately knew the unfor­
tunate knight. “  Signor Quixada,” faid he, (for fo he was called before 
he had loft his fenfes, and was transformed from a fober country-gentle­
man into a knight-errant) who has left your worfhip in fuch a woeful 
condition! But he, without minding the queftion that was put to him, 
proceeded as before, with his romance; which the honeft man perceiving, 
wrent to work, and took off his back and breaft-plates, to fee i f  he had 
received any wound, but, he could perceive neither blood, nor fear upon 
his body. He then raifed him upon his legs, and with infinite difficulty 
mounted him upon his own beaft, which appeared to him a fafer carriage 
than the knight’s fteed.

Having gathered up his armour, even to the fplinters o f the lance, he 
tied them upon Rozinante, and taking hold o f the reins, together with 
the halter of his own afs, jogged on towards the village, not a little con­
cerned to hear the mad exclamations of Don Quixote, who did not find 
himfelf extremely eafy, for, he was fo battered and bruifed, that he could 
not fit upright upon the beaft j but, from time to time vented fuch difmal 
fighs, as obliged the peafant to alk again what was the matter wbth him ? 
And indeeed one would have thought, that the devil had affifted his me­
mory in fupplying him wdth tales accommodated to the circumftances of his 
own fituation. For at that inftant, forgetting Valdovinos, he recolle&ed 
the ftory o f Abindar-raez, the Moor, whom Rodrigo de Narvaez, gover­
nor of Antequera, took priloner, and carried into captivity to the place of 
his refidence: fo that, when the countryman repeated his defire of know­
ing where he had been, and what was the matter with him, he anfw^ered 
to the purpofe nay, indeed in the very words ufed by the captive Aben- 
cerraje to the faid Rodrigo de Narvaez, as may be feen in the Diana of 
George Monte-major, which he had read ; and fo well adapted for his pur­
pofe, that the countryman, hearing fuch a compofition of folly, wifhed them 
^both at the devil.
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It was then he difcovered, that his neighbour was m ad; and therefore 
made all the hafte he could to the village, that he might be the fooner rid 
o f his uneafinefs at the unaccountable harangue o f Don Quixote, who had 
no fooner finifhed this exclamation, than he accofted his condudlor in tliefe 
w ords: “  Know then, valiant Don Rodrigo de Narvaez, that this fame beau­
tiful Xarifa, whom I have mentioned, is no other than the fair Dulcinea 
del Tobofo, for whom I have performed, undertake, and will atchieve the 
moft renowned exploits, that ever were, are, or will be feen on earth.” 
T o  this addrefs the countryman replied with great fimplicity: {< How 
your worfhip talks ? As I am a finner, I am neither Don Rodrigo de N ar­
vaez, nor the marquis o f Mantua, but Pedro Alonzo, your neighbour ; 
nor is your worfhip either Valdovinos, or Abindaraez, but the worthy 
gentleman, fignor Quixado.” “  I know very well who I am, replied 
Don Quixote -} and that it is poffible for me to be not only thofe whom I  
have mentioned, but alfo the whole twelve peers o f France, and even 
tbe nine worthies, feeing that my atchievements will excel, not only 
thofe o f each o f them fingly, but even the exploits o f them all joined to­
gether.

Difcourfing in this manner, they arrived at the village about twilight j 
but the peafant Raid till it was quite dark, that the poor rib-roafted 
knight might not be feen infuch a woeful condition. Then he conduced 
Don Quixote to his own houfe, which was all in confufion. When he 
arrived, the curate, and the barber o f the village, two o f his belt friends 
and companions, wereprefent, and his houfekeeper was juft faying with 
a woeful countenance; “  M r. Licentiate Pero Perez,” that was the curate’s 
name, “  fome misfortune muft certainly have happened to my mafter *; 
for fix days, both he and his horfe together, with the target, lance and 
armour have been miffing ; as I am a finner, it is juft come into my head, 
and it is certainly as true as that every one is born to die, thofe hellifh 
books o f knight-errantry, which he ufed to read with fo much pleafure, 
have turned his b rain ; for, now I remember to have heard him fay to 
himfelf more than once, that he longed to be a knight-errant, and ftroll 
about in queft o f adventures. M ay the Devil and Barrabas lay hold o f 
fuch legends, which have perverted one o f the founded: underftandings in 
all L a Mancha.”

T o  this remark the niece affented, faying, “  Moreover, you muft know, 
M r. Nicolas,” this was the name o f the barber, “  my uncle would fre­
quently, after having been reading in thefe profane books o f mifadven­
tures, for two whole days and nights together, ftart up, throw the book
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*  The author feems to have committed a fin all overfight in this paragraph ; for the knight had rot 
been gone above two days and one night, which he fpent in waking lis  armour.
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upon the ground, and drawing his fword, fence with the walls, till he was 
quite fatigued, then affirm, that he had killed four giants as big as ftee- 
ples, and fwear that the fweat of his brows, occafioncd by this violent cx- 
crcile, was the blood of his enemies, whom he had (lain in battle: then 
he would drink off a large pitcher of cold water, and remain quiet and 
refrefhed, faying, that the water was a moft precious beverage, with which 
he was fupplied by the fage Ifquife, a mighty enchanter and friend of 
h is: but I take the whole blame to myfelf, for not having informed your 
worfhip of my dear uncle’s extravagancies, that fome remedy might have 
been applied, before they had proceeded to fuch excefs; and that you might 
have burnt all thofe excommunicated books, which deforce the fire as much 
as if  they were crammed with herefy.”

<c I am of the fame opinion, faid the curate, and affure you, before 
another day fhall pafs, they (hall undergo a fevere trial, and be condemn­
ed to the flames, that they may not induce other readers to follow the 
fame path, which I am afraid, my good friend has taken.” Every fylla- 
ble of this converfation was overheard by Don Quixote and his guide, 
who had now no longer any doubt about his neighbour’s infirmity, and 
therefore pronounced with a loud voice, “  Open your gates to the vali­
ant Valdovinos, and the great marquis o f Mantua, who comes home 
wounded from the field, together with the Moor Abindarraez, who 
drags in captivity the valiant Rodrigo de Narvaez, governor o f Ante- 
quera.”

Alarmed at thefe words, they came all to the door, and perceiving who 
it was, the barber and curate went to receive their friend, and the women 
ran to embrace their mafter and kinfman, who, though he had not as yet 
alighted, for indeed it was not in his power, proclaimed aloud, “  Let 
the whole world take notice, that the wounds I have received were owing 
to the fault of my horfe alone j carry me therefore to bed, and fend, i f  
poffible, for the fage * Urganda, to fearch and cure them.” “  Sec now in 
an evil hour,” cried the houfekeeper, hearing thefe words, “  if  I did not 
truly foretel, of what leg my mafter was lame? Your worfhip fhall un- 
derftand, in good time, that without the afliftance o f that fame Urganda, 
we know how to cure the hurts you have received; and curfcd, I fay, 
nay, a hundred and a hundred times curfed be thofe books o f chivalry, 
which have fo difordered your honour’s brain.” Having carried him to his

* The name of an enchantrefs in Amadis de Gaul. During the age of knight-errantry, it was ufual 
for ladies to ftudy the art of furgery, in order to diefs the wounds of thofe knights who were their fer- 
vant*. One of the heroines of Perceforeft fays to Norgal, “ Fair nephew, methinks your arm is not at 
cafe.” “ In faith, dear lady,” anfwered Norgal, “ You arc in the right, and 1 befeech you to take it 
under your care.” Then fhe called her daughter Helen, who entertained her coufin with good chcar, 
and then reduced his arm which was dillocated.

bed,
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bed, they began to fearch for his wounds, but could find none: and he 
told them that his whole body was one continued bruife, occafioned by the 
fall o f his horfe Rozinante, during his engagement with ten o f the mod: 
infolent and outrageous giants that ever appeared upon the face o f the 
earth. cc Ah, hah! cried the curate, have we got giants too in the dance! 
N ow  by the faith o f my fun&ion, I  will reduce them all to alhes before 
to-morrow night.’”

A  thoufand queftions did they afk o f the knight, who made no other 
anfwer, but defired them to bring him fome food, and leave him to his 
repofe, which indeed was what he had mod: occafion for. They complied 
with his requeft, and the curate informed himfelf at large, o f the man­
ner in which he had been found by the countryman, who gave him full 
fatisfadtion in that particular, and repeated all the nonfenfe he had utter­
ed, when he fil'd: found him ; as well as what he afterwards fpoke in their 
way home. This information confirmed the licentiate in his refolution, 
which was executed next day, when he brought his friend mailer Nicolas 
the barber along with him, to Don Quixote’s houfe.

Chap. 6. DON QUIXOTE De l a  M a n c h a . 27

C H A P .  VI.

O f the diverting and minute fcrutiny performed by the curate and the 
barber, in the library o f our fagacious hero.

W H I L E  the knight was adeep, his friends came, and demanded o f 
his niece the key o f the clofet, in which thofe books, the authors 

o f his misfortune, were kept, and Ihe delivering it with great chearful- 
nefs, they went into it in a body, houfekeeper and all, and found up­
wards o f an hundred volumes, great and fmall, extremely well bound; 
which were no fooner perceived by the governante, than fhe ran out with 
great eagernefs, and immediately returned with a porringer o f holy water, 
and a fprig o f hyfop, fay in g : “  Here, mailer licentiate, pray take and 
fprinkle the clofet, left fome one o f the many enchanters contained in 
thefe books Ihould exercife his art upon us, as a punilhment for our 
burning, and banifiiing them from the face o f the earth.”

The licentiate, lmiling at the old houfekeeper’s fimplicity, defired the 
barber to hand him the books, one by one, that he might fee o f what 
fubjedls they treated, bccaufe they might poflibly find fome that did not 
deferve to be purged by fire. “  There is not one of them, replied the 
niece, which deferves the leaft mercy, for they are all full of mifchief and 
deceit. You had better therefore, throw them out of the window into the
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court-yard, and there fet fire to them, in a h<?5 p: or, let them be carried 
into the back-yard, where the bonfire may be made, and the fmoke will 
offend no body. The houfekeeper aflented to this propofal, fo eager were 
they both to deftroy thofe innocents ; but, the curate would by no means 
encourage fuch barbarity, without reading firft, i f  poflible, the title-pages.

The firft that mailer Nicolas delivered into his hand, were the four vo­
lumes of Amadis de Gaul. “  There is, faid the good man, fomething 
myllerious in this circumftance; for, as I have heard, that was the firlt 
book o f chivalry printed in Spain, from which all the reft have derived their 
origin and plan j and therefore in my opinion, we ought to condemn him 
to the fire, without hefitation, as the lawgiver o f fuch a pernicious fe£l.” 
“  By no means, cried the barber, for I have alfo heard, that this is the bell 
book of the kind that wras ever compofed, and therefore ought to be par­
doned, as an original and model in its way.” “  Right, faid the curate, 
and for that reafon, he lliall be fpared for the prefent. Let us fee that 
author, who Hands next to him.” “  This, fays the barber, contains 
the achievements of Efplandian, the lawful fon of Amadis de Gaul.” 
“  Truly then, faid the curate, the virtues o f the father fhall not avail 
the fon: here, millrefs houfekeeper, open that window, and tofs him into 
the yard, where he lliall ferve as a foundation for the bonfire we intend 
to make.”

This talk the houfekeeper performed with infinite fatisfa£lion, and the 
■ worthy Efplandian took his flight into the yard, to wait in patience for 
the fire, with which he was threatned. “  Proceed, cried the curate. 
“  This that comes next, faid the barber, is Amadis o f Greece j and I 
believe all the authors on this Ihelf are of the fame family.” T o  the 
yard then with all o f them, replied the curate; for, rather than not bum 
queen Pintiquiniellra, and the fhepherd Darinel with his Eclogues, toge­
ther with the unintelligible and bedevilled difeourfes o f his author, I 
would even confume the father who begat me, fliould he appear in the 
figure of a knight-errant.” “  I am of your opinion, faid the barber.” “  And 
I,” cried the niece. “  Since that is the cafe, faid the houfekeeper, to the 
yard with them immediately.” Accordingly they delivered a number into 
her hands, and Ihe, out o f tendernefs for the flair-cafe, fent them all out 
o f the window.

“  Who may that tun-like author be ?” faid the curate. “  This here,” 
anfwered the barber, is Don Olivante de Laura.” “  The very fame, replied 
the curate, who compofed the Garden of Flowers, and truly it is hard to 
determine, which of his two books is the moll true, or rather which of 
them is leaft falfe j all that I know is, that he fhall go to the pile for his 
arrogance and folly.” “  He that follows, fays the barber, is Florifmarte

of
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o f Hircania.” “  W hat, Signor Florifmarte ? replied the curate: in faith 
then he muft prepare for his fate; notwithftanding his furprifing birth, 
and mighty adventures, and the unparalelled ftiffnefs and fterility o f his 
ltile. Down with him, miftrefs houfekeeper, and take this other along 
with you alfo.” “  W ith all my heart, dear fir, replied the governante, 
who executed his commands with vaft alacrity.

“  iHc that comes next, faid the barber, is the knight Platir.” “  That is 
an old book, faid the clergyman; but, as I can find nothing in him that 
delerves the lead regard, he muft e’en keep the reft company.” He was ac­
cordingly doomed to the flames, without farther queftion. The next book 
they opened was entitled, The Knight o f the Crofs, which the curate hav­
ing read; “  the ignorance o f this author, faid he, might be pardoned on 
account o f his holy title; but, according to the proverb, the devil lkulks 
behind the crofs, and therefore let him defcend into the fire.” Maffer N i­
colas taking up another book, found it was the M irror o f Chivalry. “  Oh, 
ho, cried the curate, I have the honour to know his worfhip; away with 
Signor Rinaldos de Mont-alban, with his friends and companions, who 
were greater thieves than Cacus, not forgetting the twelve Peers, together 
with Turpin, their candid hiftorian. Though truly, in my opinion, their 
punifhment ought not to exceed perpetual banifhment, becaufe they con­
tain fome part o f the invention o f the renowned Matteo Boyardo, on 
which was weaved the ingenious web o f the chriftian poet Ludovico A ri- 
ofto, to whom, fhould I find him here fpeaking in any other language 
than his own, I would pay no regard j but, i f  he talks in his own idiom,
I will place him on my head, in token o f refpedt.” “  I have got him at 
home, faid the barber, in Italian, but I don’t underftand that language.” 
“  Nor is it neceffary you fhould, replied the curate; and here let us pray 
heaven to forgive the captain, who has impoverifhed him lo much, by 
tranflating him into Spanifh, and making him a Caftilian. And indeed, 
the fame thing will happen to all thofe who pretend to tranflate books of 
poetry into a foreign language; for, in fpite o f all their care and ability, 
they will find it impoflible to give the tranflation the fame energy which 
is found in the original. In fhort, I fentence this book, and all thofe 
which we lhall find treating o f French matters, to be thrown and depo- 
fited in a dry well, until we can determine at more leifure what fate they 
muft undergo, except Bernardo del Carpio, and another called Roncef- 
valles, which, if  they fall into my hands, lhall pafs into thofe of the houfe­
keeper, and thence into the fire, without an y  mitigation.”

This was approved o f as an equitable decifion, and accordingly con­
firmed by the barber, who knew the curate to be fuch a good chriftian, 
and fo much a friend to truth, that he would not be guilty o f an equivo­

cation
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cation for the whole univerfe. The next volume he opened was Palme- 
rin d’ O liva; and hard by him flood another called Palmerin o f England, 
which was no fooner perceived by the licentiate than he cried, “  Let that 
Oliva be hewn in pieces, and burned fo, as not fo much as a cinder of 
him fhall remain; but let the Englifh Palmerin be defended, and pre- 
ferved as an ineflimable jewel, and fuch another calket be made for him 
as that which Alexander found among the fpoils of Darius, and deflined 
as a cafe for the works of Homer. That book, neighbour, is venerable 
for two reafons: firft, becaufe it is in itfelf excellent; and fecondly, be- 
caufe it is faid to have been compofed by an ingenious king of Portugal. 
All the adventures of the caftle o f Miraguarda are incomparable, and con­
trived with infinite art; the language perfpicuous and elegant, and the cha­
racters fupported with great propriety of fentiment and decorum. I pro- 
pofe, Mr. Nicolas, faving your better judgment, to exempt this book and 
Amadis de Gaul from the flames, and let all the reft perifh, without farther 
enquiry.”

“  Pardon me, neighbour, replied the barber, I have here got in my hand 
the renowned Don Bellianis.” “  Even he, anfwered the prieft, with the 
fecond, third, and fourth parts, ftands very much in need o f a little rhu­
barb to purge his exceflive choler, and ought to be pruned of that whole 
Caftle of fame, and other more important impertinencies. For which rea- 
fon, let the fentence be changed into tranfportation, and according as he 
reforms he fhall be treated with lenity and juftice. In the mean time, friend 
Nicolas, keep him fafe in your houfe, out of the reach o f every reader.” 
“  With all my foul!” anfwered the barber; and without giving themfelves 
the trouble of reading any more titles, they ordered the houfekeeper to 
difmifs all the large books into the yard.

This direction was not given to a perfon who was either doting or deaf, 
but to one who was much more inclined to perform that office than to 
compofe the largeft and fineft web that ever was feen. Taking up there­
fore, feven or eight at a time, fhe heaved them out of the window, with 
incredible difpatch. While fhe was thus endeavouring to lift a good many 
together, one of them chanced to fall at the feet of the barber, who being 
feized with an inclination of knowing the contents, found, upon examina­
tion, that it was called the hiftory of the famous knight Tirante the 
White. “  Heaven be praifed! cried the curate aloud, that we have dis­
covered Tirante the White in this place; pray give it me, neighbour; 
for in this book I reckon I have found a treafure of fatisfaClion, and a 
rich mine o f amufement.” “  Here is the famous Don Godamercy * of 
Mont-alban, and his brother Thomas of Mont-alban, and the knight Fon-

Id the o.ig nal Quxriehyfm, from the two Greek words xv?n fignikying, Lord havemcrcy.
feca,
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feca, together with an account o f the battle fought between Alano and the 
valiant Detriante, together with the witticifms o f the young lady, Jo y  o f 
my life, with the amorous dratagems o f the widow Quiet, and her high- 
nefs the emprefs, who was enamoured o f her fquire Hippolito. I do aflure 
you, upon my word, M r. Nicolas, that in point o f ftile, this is the bed: book 
that ever was written. Here the knights eat, deep, and die in their beds, 
after having made their wills, with many circumftances that are wanting 
in other books o f the fame kind. Notwithstanding, the author who com- 
pofcd it certainly deferved to be fent to the galleys for life, for having fpent 
liis time in writing fo much nonfenfe. Take, and read him at home, and 
you fhall find what I fay is true.” “  Very like, replied the barber j. what 
ihall we do wfith thefe fmall books that remain ?”

“  Thefe, faid the curate, cannot be books o f chivalry, but mud be 
poems.” Accordingly, opening one, he found it was the Diana of George 
de Monte-mayor, and taking it for granted that all the red were o f the 
fame kind, faid, “  Thefe books do not deferve to be burnt with the red;, 
for they neither are, nor ever will be guilty o f fo much mifchief, as thofe 
o f chivalry have done; being books o f entertainment, and no ways pre­
judicial to religion.” “  Pray, fir, faid the niece, be fo good as to order 
thefe to be burnt with the r e d ; for my uncle will no fooner be cured of 
his knight-errantry, than, by reading thefe, he will turn fhepherd, and 
wander about the groves and meadows piping and finging. Nay, what 
is worfe, perhaps turn poet, which they fay, is an infectious and incur­
able diltemper.” “  The young woman is in the right, faid the curate, 
and therefore it won’t be amifs to remove this temptation and dumbling-_ 
block out o f our friend’s way. Since we have, therefore, begun wdth the 
Diana o f Monte-mayor, I am o f opinion, that we fhould not burn him, 
but only expunge what relates to the fage Felicia, and the inchanted wa­
ter, together with all the larger poems, and leave to him a God’s-name 
all the profe, and the honour o f being the ringleader o f the writers o f 
that clafs.”

“  This that follows, faid the barber, is called Diana the fecond o f Sai­
nt antino, and this other that bears the fame name, is written by Gil 
Polo.” “  Let Salmantino, replied the curate, encreafe the number of 
thofe that are already condemned to the yard ; but, let G il Polo be pre- 
ferved as carefully as' if  it was the produdlion o f Apollo himfelf. Pro­
ceed, friend Nicolas, and let us difpatch; for, it grows late.” “  This here 
book, faid the barber, opening the next, is called the ten books o f the 
Fortune o f Love, the production o f Antonio Lofralco, a Sardinian poet.”
“  By my holy orders, cried the curate, lince Phoebus was Apollo, the mu£es 
the daughters o f Jove, and bards delighted in poetry, there never was

fucli
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fuch a pleafant and comical performance compofed, as this, which is the 
beft and moft original of the kind, which ever law the light: and he who 
has not read it may allure himfelf, that he has never read any thing of 
tafte: reach it me, neighbour; it gives me more pleafure to have found 
this, than if I had received a calfock of Florence filk.

Accordingly he laid it carefully by, with infinite pleafure, and the bar­
ber proceeded in his talk, faying, “  Thofe that come next are the Shepherd 
o f Iberia, the nymphs of Henares, and the Undeceptions of jealoufy.” 
«  Then there is no more to do, faid the prieft, but to deliver them over to 
the fecular arm of the houfekeeper, and do not alk me, why ? elfe we fhall 
never have done.” “  Here comes the Shepherd of Filida. He is no 
fhepherd, cried the curate, but a very elegant courtier, and therefore pre- 
ferve him as a precious jewel.” Then the barber laid hold o f a very large 
volume, which was entitled the treafure of poetry. “  I f  there was not 
fo much of him he would be more efteemed, faid the licentiate ; that book 
ought to be weeded, and cleared of certain meannelles, which have crept 
into the midft o f its excellencies: take care of it, for the author is my 
friend, and deferves regard for fome other more heroic and elevated 
works, which he has compofed.” “  And this, continued the barber, is a col- 
le&ion of fongs by Lopez Maldonado.” “  That author is my very good 
friend aJfo, replied the curate, and his own verfes out o f his own mouth 
are the admiration o f every body 3 for he chants them with fo fweet a 
voice, that the hearers are inchanted. His eclogues are indeed a little dif- 
fufe, but there cannot be too much of a good thing. Let them be pre- 
ferved among the eledf : but, pray what book is that next to it ?” “  When
the barber told him, it was the Galatea o f Miguel de Cervantes 3” that 
fame Cervantes, laid he, has been an intimate friend o f mine thefe many 
years, and is, to my certain knowledge, more converfant with misfortunes 
than poetry. There is a good vein of invention in his book, which pro- 
pofes fomething, though it concludes nothing. W em uft wait for the fe- 
cond part, which he promifes, and then perhaps his amendment may de- 
ferve a full pardon, which is now denied: until that happens, let him be 
clofe confined in your clofet.”

“  With all my heart, replied the barber5 but here come three more 
together, the Araucana of Don Alonzo de Ercilla, the Auftriada o f 
Juan Rufo Jurado de Cordova, and the Monferrat^ of Chriftoval de V i- 
rues, a Valentian poet.” “  Thefe three books, faid the curate, are the bell 
epic poems in the Caftilian language, and may be compared with the 
moft renowned performances of Italy. Let them be kept as the ineftim- 
able pledges of Spanilh poetry.” The curate grew tired of examining 

books, and would have condemned all the reft, contents unknown,
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i f  the barber had not already opened another, which was called the Tears 
o f Angelica. “  I Ihoiild have fhed tears for my rafhnefs, faid the curate, 
hearing the name, i f  I had ordered that book to be burned : for, its au­
thor was one o f the moft celebrated poets not only o f Spain, but o f the 
whole world, and in particular, extremely fuccefsful in tranflating fome 
o f the metamorphofes o f Ovid.

C H A P .  V II.

The fecond Pally o f our worthy knight Don Qmxote de la Mancha.

W H I L E  they were bufied in this manner, Don Quixote began to 
cry aloud: “  This way, this way, ye valiant knights, now is the 

time to fhew the ftrength o f your invincible arms, that the courtiers may 
not carry off" the honour o f the tournament.” The fcrutiny o f the books 
that remained, was deferted by the curate and barber, who haftened to the 
author o f this noify exclamation, and it is believed, that all were committed 
to the flames, unfeen, unheard, not even excepting the Carolea, and Lyon 
o f Spain, together with the exploits o f the emperor, compofed by Don Luis 
d’Avila, which were, doubtlels, among thofe committed to the fire, tho’ 
perhaps, had the curate feen them, they would not have undergone fo fevere 
a fentence.

When they arrived in Don Quixote’s chamber, they found him on the 
floor, proceeding with his rhapfody, and fencing with the walls, as broad 
awake as i f  he had never felt the influence o f fleep. Laying hold on 
him, by force they reconveyed him to his bed, where, after having refled 
a little, he returned to his ravings, and addrefled himfelf to the curate in 
tliefe words: “  Certainly, my lord, archbifhop Turpin, we who are call­
ed the twelve peers o f France, will be greatly difgraced, if  we allow the 
court-knights to win the vidlory in this tournament, after we the adventu­
rers have gained the prize in the three preceding days.” “  Give yourfelf no 
trouble about that conflderation, my worthy friend, faid the curate; for, 
providence may turn the fcale, and what is loft to-day may be retrieved 
to-morrow. In the mean time, have a reverend care o f your health, for 
you feem to be exceflively fatigued, if  not wounded grievoufly.” “  I am 
not wounded, replied the knight 5 but, that I am battered and bruifed, there 
is no manner of doubt: for, the baftard Don Orlando has mauled me to 
mummy, with the trunk of an o ak ; and all out o f mere envy, becaufe he 
faw, that I alone, withflood his valour. But, may I no longer deferve the 
name o f Reynaldos de Mont-alban, if, when I rife from this bed, I do 
not repay him in his own coin, in fpite o f all his enchantments. Mean 
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while bring me fome food, which is what I chiefly want at prefent, and let 
me alone, to take vengeance for the injury I have received.”

In compliance with his defire, they brought him fomething to eat, and 
left him again to his repofe, not without admiration of his madnefs and 
extravagance. That very night, the houfekeeper fet fire to, and confumed, 
not only all tire books that were in the yard, but alfo every one flie could 
find in the houfe ; and no doubt many were burned, which deferved to 
have been kept as perpetual archives. But, this, their defliny, and the la- 
zinefs of the inquifitors would not allow : fo that, in them was fulfilled the 
old proverb, afaint may fometimes fu fferfo r a jinner. Another remedy, which 
the curate and barber preferibed for the diftemper of their friend was, to 
alter and block up the clofet where his books had been kept; that upon 
his getting up, he fhould not find them, and the caufe being taken away, 
the effect might ceafe; and that upon his enquiry, they fhould tell him, 
an enchanter had carried them off, clofet and a l l : this refolution was ex­
ecuted with all imaginable difpatch, during the two days that Don Quixote 
kept his bed.

The firfl thing he did, when he got up, was to go and viflt his books, 
and not finding the apartment where he had left it, he went from one corner 
o f the houfe to the other, in quefl of his ftudy. Coming to the place where 
the door flood, he endeavoured, but in vain, to get in, and caff his eyes all 
around, without uttering one fyliable : but, after he had fpent fome time in 
this fort of examination, he enquired of his houfekeeper whereabouts he 
might find his book-clofet. She being well inftrudled, readily anfwered, 
“  What clofet, or what nothing is your worfhip in fearch of? There are 
neither books nor clofet in this houfe; for, the devil himfelf has run away 
with both.” “  It was not the devil, cried the niece, but, an enchanter that 
conveyed himfelf hither in a cloud, one night after your worfhip’s depar­
ture, and alighting from a dragon on which he was mounted, entered the 
clofet, where I know not what he did, but having flaid a very little while, 
he came flying thro’ the roof, leaving the whole houfe full of fmoke. And 
when we went to fee what he had done, we could neither find books nor 
clofet: only, the houfekeeper and I can very well remember, that when the 
old wicked conjurer went away, he cried in a loud voice, that for the ha­
tred he bore to the mafler of thofe books and clofet, he had done that mif- 
chief, which would afterwards appear : he faid alfo, that his name was the 
fage Munaton.” “  You mean Freflon,” faid Don Quixote. “  I do not 
know, anfwered the houfekeeper, whether it was Freflon or Friton ; but 
this I am certain of, that his name ended in ton.” “  The cafe then is plain, 
faid the knight; that fame fage enchanter is one o f my greatefl enemies ; who 
bears me a grudge, becaufe he knows, by the myflery o f his art, that the

time
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time will come when I (hall fight, and vanquifh in fingle battle a certain 
knight whom he favours, in fpite o f all he can do to prevent my fuccefs: 
and for this reafon, he endeavours to give me every mortification in his 
power; but, let me tell him, he won’t find it an eafy matter to contra­
dict, or evade what heaven has decreed.” “  W ho ever doubted that ? 
faid his niece; but, whatbufinefs have you, dear uncle, withthefe quarrels? 
Would it not be better to live in peace at home, than to ftray up and down 
the world in fearch o f fuperfine bread, without confidering that many a 
one goes out for wool, and comes home quite fhorn.” “  M y dear niece, 
replied Don Quixote, you are altogether out o f your reckoning. Before I 
be fhorn, I will pull and pluck off the beards o f all thofe who pretend to 
touch a fingle hair of my muftacho.”

The two women did not choofe to make any farther anfwer, becaufe they 
perceived, that his choler was very much inflamed. After this tranfaclion, 
however, he ftaid at home fifteen days in great tranquillity, without giv­
ing the leaft fign or inclination to repeat his fo lly ; during which time, 
many infinitely diverting converfations palled between him and his friends, 
the curate and the barber: wherein he obferved that the world was in want 
o f nothing lo much as o f knights-errant, and that in him this honourable 
order was revived. The clergyman fometimes contradicted him, and 
fometimes aflented to what he faid, becaufe, without this artful conduct, 
he would have had no chance o f bringing him to reafon.

About this time too, the knight tampered with a peafant in the neigh­
bourhood, a very honeft fellow, i f  a poor man may deferve that title, but, 
one who had a very fmall quantity o f brains in his lkull. In fliort, he faid 
fo much, ufed fo many arguments to perfuade, and promifed him fuch 
mountains o f wealth, that this poor fimpleton determined to follow, and 
ferve him in quality o f fquire. Among other things, that he might be dif- 
pofed to engage chearfully, the knight told him, that an adventure might 
one day happen, in which he fhould win fome ifland in the twinkling o f an 
eye, and appoint him governor o f his conqueft. Intoxicated with thefe, 
and other fuch promifes, Sancho Panza (fo was the countryman called) 
deferted his wife and children, and lifted himfelf as his neighbour’s fquire.

Thus far fuccefsful, Don Quixote took meafures for fupplying himfelf with 
money, and what by felling one thing, mortgaging another, and making a 
great many very bad bargains, he raifed a tolerable lum. At the fame time, 
accommodating himfelf with a target, which he borrowed o f a friend, and 
patching up the remains of his vizor as ŵ ell as he could, he advertifed his 
fquire Sancho o f the day and hour in which he refolved to fet out, that he 
might provide himfelf with thofe things which he thought 1110ft neceflary 
for tire occafion : above all things, charging him to purchale a wallet. San-
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cho promifed to obey his orders, and moreover, faid he was refolved to car­
ry along with him an excellent als which he had, as he was not defigned 
by nature to travel far on foot.

With regard to the afs, Don Quixote demurred a little, endeavouring to 
recollect fome knight-errant who had entertained a fquire mounted on 
an afs; but, as no fuch inftance occurred to his memory, he was neverthelefs, 
determined to allow it on this occafion, on a fuppofition, that he fhould be 
able to accommodate him with a more honourable carriage, by difmounting 
the firft difcourteous knight he fhould meet with. He alfo laid in a ftore 
o f linen, and every thing elfe in his power, conformable to the advice of 
the innkeeper.

Everything beingthus fettled and fulfilled, Panza, without taking leave 
of his children and w ife; and Don Quixote, without bidding adieu to his 
niece and houfekeeper, fallied forth from the village, one night, unper­
ceived by any living foul, and travelled fo hard, that before dawn they 
found themfelves fecure from all fearch, if  any fuch had been made : San- 
cho Panza journeying upon his afs, like a venerable patriarch, with his 
wallet and leathern bottle, longing extremely to fee himfelf fettled in the 
government of that ifland which was promifed to him by his mafter.

The knight happened to take the fame route, and follow the fame road 
in which he travelled at his firft fally thro’ the field of Montiel, over which 
he now palled with much lefs pain than formerly, becaufe it was now 
early in the morning, the rays o f the fun were more oblique, confequently 
lie was lefs difturbed by the heat. It was hereabouts that Sancho firft 
opened his mouth, faying to his mafter, “  Sir knight-errant, I hope your 
worfhip will not forget that fame ifland which you have promifed me, and 
which I warrant myfelf able to govern, let it be as great as it will.” T o  
this remonftrance Don Quixote replied, “  You muft know, friend Sancho 
Panza, that it was an eftablifhed cuftom among the ancient knights-errant, 
to inveft their fquires with the government o f fuch iflands and kingdoms 
as they had laid under their fubjettion; and I am firmly refolved, that 
fuch a grateful practice fliall never fail in me, who, on the contrary, mean 
to improve it by my generofity: for, they fometimes, nay generally, wait­
ed until their fquires turned grey-haired, and then after they were worn 
out with fervice, and had endured many difmal days, and doleful nights, be- 
flowed upon them the title o f count, or marquis, atleaft, o f fome valley or pro­
vince, more or lefs: but, i f  heaven fpares thy life and mine, before fix days 
be at an end, I may chance to acquire fuch a kingdom as fhail have others 
depending upon it, as if  exprefly defigned for thee, to be crowned fovereign 
in one of them. And thou oughteft not to be furprized, that fuch inci­
dents and accidents happen to knights-errant, by means never before known
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or conceived, as will enable me even to exceed my promife.” a  In that cafe, 
replied Sancho Panza, i f  I Ihould ever become a king, by any o f thofe mi­
racles which your worfhip mentions, my duck Juana Gutierez would alfo 
be a queen, and each o f my daughters an infanta.” “  Certainly, faid the 
kn igh t: who doubts that ?” “  That do I, faid the fquire; for certain I
am, that tho’ it were to rain kingdoms upon the earth, not one of them 
would fit feemly on the head of M ary *  Gutierez j your worfhip m ull 
know, flie is not worth a farthing for a queen j file might do indeed for a 
countefs, with the blefiing o f God, and good afiiftance.” <c Recommend 
the matter to providence, replied Don Quixote, which will befiow upon 
thee what will be bell adapted to thy capacity; but, let not thy foul be fo 
far debafed, as to content itfelf with any thing lefs than a vice-royalty.” 
“  That I will not, anfwered Sancho, efpecially as I have a powerful mailer 
in your worfhip, who will load me with as much preferment as I can con­
veniently bear.”

Chap. 8. DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . 37

C H A P .  V III.

O f the happy fuccefs o f the valiant Don Quixote, and the dreadful and in­
conceivable adventure o f the wind-mills, with other incidents worthy to 
be recorded by the m oll able hillorian.

IN  the midll o f this their converfation, they difcovered thirty or forty 
wind-mills all together on the plain, which the knight no fooner per­

ceived than he faid to his fquire, “  Chance has conducted our affairs even 
better than we could either wifii or hope for look there, friend Sancho, 
and behold thirty or forty outrageous giants, with whom I intend to en­
gage in battle, and put every foul o f them to death, fo that we may begin 
to enrich ourfelves with his fpoils; for, it is a meritorious warfare, and 
ferviceable both to God and man, to extirpate fuch a wicked race from the 
face o f the earth.” “  W hat giants do you mean ?” faid Sancho Panza in 
amaze ? “  Thofe you fee yonder, replied his mailer, with vail extended
arm s; fome o f which are two leagues long.” “  I would your worlhip 
would take notice, replied Sancho, that thofe you fee yonder are no giants, 
but wind-mills; and what feem arms to you, are fa ils ; which being turned 
with the wind, make the mill-Hone work.” “  It feems very plain, faid the 
knight, that you are but a novice in adventures; thefe I affirm to be giants, 
and if  thou art afraid, get out o f the reach o f danger, and put up thy pray­
ers for me, while I join with them in fierce and unequal combat.” So fay­
ing, he put fpurs to his Iteed Rozinante, without paying the leall regai d 
to the cries of his fquire Sancho, who alfured him, that thofe he was going to

* How comes Juana to be fo fuddenly mctamorphofed into Mary ?
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attack were no giants, but innocent wind-mills: but, lie was fo much poffeffed 
with the opinion that they were giants, that he neither heard the advice of 
his fquire Sancho, nor would ufe the intelligence of his own eyes, tho’ he 
was very near them : on the contrary, when he approached them, he called 
aloud: “  Fly not, ye bafe and cowardly mifcreants, for, he is but a finglc 
knight who now attacks you.” At that inftant, a breeze of wind fpringing 
up, the great fails began to turn ; which being perceived by Don Quixote, 
“  Tho’ you wield, faid he, more arms than ever belonged to the giant Bri- 
areus, I will make you pay for your infolence.” So laying, and heartily 
recommending himfelf to his lady Dulcinea, whom he implored to luccour 
him in this emergency, bracing on his target, and fetting his lance in the 
reft, he put his Rozinante to full fpeed, and aftaulting the nearcft wind­
mill, thruft it into one of the fails, which was drove about by the wind 
with fo much fury, that the lance was fhivered to pieces, and both knight 
and fteed whirled aloft, and overthrown in very bad plight upon the plain.

Sancho Panza rode as fall as the afs could carry him to his alliftance, and 
when he came up, found him unable to ftir, by realon of the bruifes which 
he and Rozinante had received. “  Lord have mercy upon u s ! faid the 
fquire, did not I tell your worfhip to confider well what you were about ? 
did not I allure you, they were no other than wind-mills ? indeed no body could 
miftake them for any thing elfe, but one who has wind-mills in his own 
head!” “  Prithee, hold thy peace, friend Sancho, replied Don Quixote; the 
affairs of war are, more than any thing, fubjedfto change. How much more 
fo, as I believe, nay, am certain, that the fage Frefton who Hole my clofet 
and books, has converted thofe giants into mills, in order to rob me o f the 
honour of their overthrow; fuch is the enmity he bears m e; but, in the 
end, all his treacherous arts will but little avail againft the vigour o f my 
fword.” “  God’s will be done !” replied Sancho Panza, who helped him to 
rife and mount Rozinante that was almoft disjointed.

While they converfed together upon what had happened, they followed the 
road that leads to the pafs o f Lapice, for in that, which was a great thorough­
fare, as Don Quixote obferved, it was impoftible but they mull meet with 
many and divers adventures. As he jogged along, a good deal concerned 
for the lofs of his lance, he faid to his fquire, “  I remember to have read of 
a Spanilh knight called Diego Perez de Vargos, who having broken his 
fword in battle, tore off a mighty branch or bough from an oak, with which 
he performed fuch wonders, and felled fo many Moors, that he retained the 
name of Machuca, or the feller, and all his defendants from that day for­
ward, have gone by the name of Vargos and Machuca. This circumftance 
I mention to thee, becaufe, from the firft afh or oak that I meet with, l a m  
refolved to rend as large and ftout a bough as that, with which I expert,

and
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and intend to perform fuch exploits, as thou (halt think thyfelf extremely 
happy in being thought worthy to fee, and give teflimony to feats, other- 
wife incredible.” “  By God’s help, faysSancho, I believe that every thing 
will happen as your worfhip fays, but pray, Sir, fit a little more upright 
for you feem to lean flrangely to one fide, which muft proceed from the 
bruifes you received in your fall.” “  Thou art in the right, anfwered Don 
Q uixote; and if  I do not complain of the pain, it is becaufe knights-errant 
are not permitted to complain o f any wound they receive, even tho’ their 
bowels fhould come out o f their bodies.” “  I f  that be the cafe, I have nothing 
to reply, faid Sancho, but God knows, I fhould be glad your worfhip would 
complain when any thing gives you pain : this I know, that for my own 
part, the fmalleft prick in the world would make me complain, i f  that law 
o f not complaining does not reach to the fquires as well as the knights.” 
Don Quixote could not help finding at the fimplicity o f his fquire, to whom 
he gave permiflion to complain as much and as often as he pleafed, whether 
he had caufe or no ; for, as yet, he had read nothing to the contrary, in 
the hiflory o f knight-errantry.

Then Sancho obferving that it was dinner-time, his matter told him, that 
for the prefent he had no occafion for food ; but, that he his fquire might 
go to victuals when he pleafed. W ith this permiflion, Sancho adjufted 
himfelf as well as he could, upon his afs, and taking out the provifion with 
which he had fluffed his wallet, he dropped behind his mailer a good way, 
and kept his jaws agoing as he jogged along, lifting the bottle to his head, 
from time to time, with fo much fatisfadlion, that the mofl pampered vint­
ner o f M alaga might have envied his fituation.

While he travelled in this manner, repeating his agreeable draughts, he 
never thought o f the promife which his mailer had made to him, nor con- 
fidered it as a toil, but rather as a diverfion, to go in quell o f adventures, 
how dangerous foever they might be r in fine, that night they pafled under 
a tuft o f trees, from one of which Don Quixote tore a withered branch to 
ferve inflead o f a lance ; and fitted to it the iron head he had taken from 
that which was broken: all night long, the knight clofed not an eye, but 
mu fed upon his lady Dulcinea, in order to accommodate himfelf to what 
he had read o f thofe errants who pafled many fleeplefs nights in woods 
and defarts, entertaining themfelves with the remembrance o f their mi- 
ftrefles.

This was not the cafe with Sancho Panza, whofe belly being well reple- 
nifhed, and that not with plantane water, made but one nap o f the whole 
night, and even then, would not have waked, unlefs his mailer had called 
to him, notwithflanding the fun-beams that played upon his face, and the 
finging o f the birds, which in great numbers, and joyous melody, faluted

the
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the approach of the new day. The firft thing he did when he got up, was to 
vifit his bottle, which finding confiderably more lank than it was the night 
before, he was grievoufly afflitfted, becaufe in the road that they purfued, he 
had no hopes of being able in a little time to fupply its defect. Don Quixote 
refufing to breakfaft, becaufe, as we have already faid, he regaled himfelf 
with the favoury remembrance of his miftrefs, they purfued their journey 
towards the pafs, which after three days travelling, they difcovered. “  Here, 
cried Don Quixote, here, brother Sancho Panza, we fhall be able to dip our 
hands up to the elbows in what is called adventure; but, take notice, al- 
tho’ thou feeft me befet with the molt extreme danger, thou muft by no 
means, even fo much as lay thy hand upon thy fword, with defign to de­
fend me, unlefs I am affauited by vulgar and low-born antagonifts, in 
which cafe, thou mayeft come to my ailiftance; but, if  they are knights, 
thou art by no means permitted or licenfed, by the laws of chivalry, to 
give me the lead: fuccour, until thou thyfelf haft received the honour of knight­
hood “  As for that matter, replied Sancho, your worth ip fhall be obeyed 
to a tittle, for, I am a very peaceable man, and not at all fond o f meddling 
with riots and quarrels. True indeed, in the defence of my own perfon, 
I fhall not pay much regard to the faid laws, feeing every one that is ag­
grieved is permitted to defend himfelf by all the laws o f God and man.” 
“  I fay nothing to the contrary, replied Don Quixote, but, in the affair of 
afiifting me againff knights, thou muff keep thy natural impetuofity under 
the rein.” “  That will I, anfwered Sancho, and keep your honour’s 
command as ftrictly as I keep the Lord’s-day.”

While they were engaged in this converfation, there appeared before them 
two benedicline monks mounted upon dromedaries, for, their mules were 
not much lefs, with their travelling fpettacles, and umbrellas; after them 
came a coach, accompanied by four or five people on horfeback, and two 
mule-drivers on foot. In this carriage, it was afterwards known, a Bif- 
cayan lady was travelling to Seville to her hulband, who was bound to the 
Indies with a rich cargo.

Don Quixote nofooner perceived the fryars (who, tho’ they travelled the 
fame road, were not of her company) than he faid to his fquire, “  I f  I am 
not very much miftaken, this will be the moff famous adventure that ever was 
know n; for, thofe black apparitions on the road, muft doubtlefs be enchan­
ters, who are carrying off in that coach, fome princefs they have ftolen; and
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* Here Don Quixote feems to have been too fcrupulous: for, tho’ no fquire was permitted to engage 
with a knight on horfeback, yet they were allowed, and even enjoined to afiift their mailers when they were 
unhorfed or in danger, by mounting them on frefti Iteeds, fupplying them with arms, and warding off the 
blows that were aimed at them. L'avy Gam, at the battle ot Xginccurt, loft his life in defending Henry 
V. of England, and St. Severin met with the fame fate in warding off the blows that were aimed at Fran­
cis I. of France, in the battle of Pavia.

there



there is a necefiity for my exerting my whole power in redreffing her wrongs.’- 
<£ This will be worfe than the windmills, cried Sanchoj for the love of 
G o d ! Sir, confider, that thefe are Bcnedicftine fryars, andthofewho are in 
the coach can be no other than common travellers. Mind what I fav, and 
confider what you do, and let not the devil deceive you.” “  I have told thee 
already, Sancho, replied Don Quixote, that with regard to adventures, thou 
art utterly ignorant: what I fay is true, and in a moment thou fhalt be 
convinced.”

So faying, he rode forward, and placed himfelf in the middle o f the 
highway thro’ which the fryars were to pafs, and when he thought them 
near enough to hear what hefaid, he pronounced, in a loud voice, “  M on- 
ftrous and diabolical race ! furrender, this inftant, thofe high-born prin- 
ceffes, whom you carry captives in that coach: or prepare to receive im­
mediate death, as a juft punilhment for your mifdeeds.” The fryars imme­
diately ftopped fliort, aftonifhed as much at the figure as at the difcourfe 
o f Don Q uixote: to which they replied, “  Sir knight, we are neither dia­
bolical nor monftrous, but innocent monks o f the order o f St. Benedict, 
who are going this way about our own affairs j neither do we know o f 
any princeffes that are carried captives in that coach.” “  Thefe fawning 
fpeeches, faid Don Quixote, fhall not impofe upon me, who know too well 
what a treacherous pack ye are ■”  and without waiting for any other re­
ply, he put fpurs to Rozinante, and couching his lance, attacked the firft 
fryar with fuch fury and refolution, that i f  he had not thrown himfelf from 
his mule, he would have come to the ground extremely ill-handled, not 
without fome defperate wound, nay, perhaps ftone dead. The fecond 
monk, who faw how his companion had been treated, clapped fpurs to the 
flanks o f his trufty mule, and flew thro’ the field even fwifter than the wand.

Sancho Panza feeing the fryar on the ground, leaped from his afs with 
great agility, and beginning to uncafe him with the utmoft dexterity, two 
o f their fervants came up, and alked for what reafon he ftripped their ma- 
fter ? The fquire replied, that the cloaths belonged to him, as the fpoils 
that Don Quixote his lord had won in battle: but, the others, who did 
not underftand raillery, nor know any thing o f fpoils and battles, feeing 
Don Quixote at a good diftance, talking w'ith the people in the coach, went 
to loggerheads with Sancho, whom theyfoon overthrew, and without leav­
ing one hair o f his beard, mauled him fo unmercifully, that he lay ftretched 
upon the ground, without fenfe or motion. Then, with the utmoft difpatch, 
mounted the fryar, who ŵ as pale as a fheet, and almoft frightened to death, 
and who no fooner found himfelf on horfeback, than he galloped towar ds 
his companion, who tarried at a good diftance, to fee the iffue o f this 
ftrange adventure. However, being joined again, without waiting for the 
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conclufion of it, they purfued their journey, making as many crofles as i f  
the devil had been at their backs.

Don Quixote, in the mean time, as we have already obferved, was engaged 
in converfation with the lady in the coach, to whom he exprefTed himfelf 
in this manner: “  Beautiful lady, you may now difpofe o f your own perfon 
according to your pleafure; for the pride o f your ravifhers lies level 
with the ground, being overthrown by this my invincible arm ; and that 
you may be at no difficulty in underftanding the name of your deliverer, 
know that I am Don Quixote de la Mancha, knight-errant, adventurer 
and captive of the unparalelled and beautiful Donna Dulcinea del To- 
bofo ; and the only acknowledgment I expedt for the benefit you have re­
ceived, is, that you return to that place, and prefenting yourfelf before my 
miftrefs, tell her what I have performed in behalf o f your liberty.” This 
whole addrefs of the knight was overheard by a Bifcayan fquire, who ac­
companied the coach, and who, feeing that he would not allow the carriage 
to pafs forward, but infilled upon their immediate returning to Tobofo, 
rode up to Don Quixote, and, laying hold of his lance, fpoke to him thus, 
in bad Caftilian, and worfe Bifcayan: “  Get thee gone, cavalier, go to the 
devil, I zay ; vor, by the God that made hur, i f  thou wilt not let the 
coach alone, che will kill thee dead, as zure as che was a Bifcayan.” The 
knight, underftanding very well what he faid, replied with great compofure; 
“  I f  thou waft a gentleman, as thou art not, I would chaftife thy infolence 
and rafhnefs, wretched creature.” “  I not a gentleman!” replied the Bifcayan 
in great choler; “  by God in heaven ! thou lieft, as I am a chriftian : i f  thou 
wilt throw away thy lance, and draw thy fword, che will foon zee which be 
the better m an*. Bifcayan by land, gentleman by zea, gentleman by de­
vil; and thou lieft, look ye, in thy throat, i f  thou zayeft otherwife.” “  Thou 
{halt fee that prefently, as Agragis faid,” replied Don Quixote, who, throw­
ing his lance upon the ground, unfheathing his fword, and bracing on his 
target, attacked the Bifcayan with full refolution to put him to death -j-.

His antagonift, who faw him approach, fain would have alighted from 
his mule (which, being one of the worft that ever was let out for hire, could 
not much be depended upon;) but, he fcarce had time to draw his fword; 
however, being luckily near the coach, he fnatched out of it a cufhion, 
which ferved him as a jfhield, and then they flew upon each other as two 
mortal enemies. The reft o f the people who were prefent endeavoured, 
but in vain, to appeafe them; for, the Bifcayan fwore, in his uncouth ex-

* The literal meaning of the Spanifh is, Thou fhalt foon fee who is to carry the cat to the water ; or ra­
ther, in the corrupted Bifcayan phrafe, The water how foon thou wilt fee, that thou carried to the cat,

•j- This behaviour of Don Quixote was exaftly conformable to the rules of chivalry; which, tho’ they 
hindered a knight from fighting in armour with a fquire, did not prevent him from giving fatisfaclion to 
an inferior, at fword and target; and every fquire who was aggrieved had a right to demand it.

preflions,
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preffions, that if  they did not leave him to fight the battle, he would cer­
tainly murder his miffrefs, and every body who fliould pretend to oppofe it. 
The lady in the coach, furprized and frightened at what fhe faw, ordered the 
coachman to drive a little out o f the road, to a place from whence fhe could 
fee at a diffance this rigorous engagement. In the courfe of which, the Bif- 
cayan bellowed fuch a huge Broke upon the fhoulder of Don Quixote, that 
i f  it had not been for the defence o f his buckler, he would have been cleft 
down to his girdle. The knight feeling the fhock of fuch an unconfcion- 
able blow, exclaimed aloud: “  O D ulcinea! lady o f my foul, thou rofe of 
beauty, fuccour thy knight, who, for the fatisfaftion o f thy exceffive good- 
nefs, is now involved in this dreadful emergency.” T o  pronounce thefe 
words, to raife his fword, to fecure himfelf with his target, and attack the 
Bifcayan, was the work o f one in flan t; for, he was determined to rifk his 
all upon a fingle Broke. His antagoniB, who faw him advance, and by 
this time, was convinced o f his courage by his refolution, determined to 
follow his example j and covering himfelf with his cufliion, waited his af- 
fault, without being able to turn his mule either on one fide or the other: 
for, Bie was already fo jaded, and fo little accuBomed to fuch paBime, 
that Bie would not move one Bep out o f the way.

Don Quixote then, as we have faid, advanced againB the cautious Bif­
cayan, his fword lifted up with an intention to cleave him through the 
middle: the Bifcayan waited his attack in the fame poBure, being fhielded 
with his cuBiion. The frightened by-Banders Bood aloof, intent upon the 
fuccefs o f thofe mighty Brokes that threatned each o f the combatants 5 
and the lady in the coach, with the reB o f her attendants, put up a thou- 
fand prayers to heaven, and vowed an offering to every image, and houfe 
o f devotion in Spain, provided God would deliver the fquire and them from 
the imminent danger in which they w ere; but the misfortune is, that in 
this very critical inffant, the author o f the hiffory has left this battle in fufi- 
pence, excufing himfelf, that he could find no other account o f Don Quix­
ote’s exploits, but what has already been related. True it is, that the fe- 
cond author o f this work, could not believe that fuch a curious hiffory was 
configned to oblivion ; nor, that there could be fuch a fcarcity o f curious 
virtuofi in L a  Mancha, but that fome papers relating to this famous knight 
fliould be found in their archives or cabinets: and therefore, poffdfed 
o f this opinion, he did not defpair o f finding the conclufion o f this delight­
ful hiffory, which indeed he very providentially lighted upon, in the man­
ner which will be related in the fecond book.
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O f the Sagacious H i d a l g o

D O N  Q U I X O T E  D e  l a  M A N C H A .  

P A R T I .  B O O K II.

C H A P .  I.

The conclufion and confequence of the ftupendous combat between the 
gallant Bifcayan, and the valiant knight o f L a  Mancha.

I N  the firft book of this hiftory, we left the valiant Bifcayan and re­
nowned Don Quixote with their gleaming fwords brandilhed aloft, 
about to difcharge two fuch furious ftrokes, as mull (if they had cut 

jfheer) have cleft them both afunder, from top to toe, like a couple of 
pomegranates; and in this dubious and critical conjuncture, the delicious 
hiftory abruptly breaks off, without our being informed by the author, 
where or how that which is wanting may be found.

I was not a little concerned at this difappointment j for, the pleafure I 
enjoyed in the little I had read, was changed into difguft, when I reflected 
on the fmall profpect I had o f finding the greater part of this relifhing ftory, 
which, in my opinion, was loft : and yet it feemed impoftible, and contrary 
to every laudable cuftom, that fuch an excellent knight fhould be unpro­
vided with fome fage to undertake the hiftory of his unheard-of exploits j 
a convenience which none of thofe knights-errant who went in queft o f ad­
ventures ever wanted, each o f them having been accommodated with one or 
two negromancers, on purpofe to record not only his achievements,, but 
even his moft hidden thoughts and amufements. Surely then fuch a ccm- 
pleat errant could not be fo unlucky as to want that, which even Platil, 
and other fuch fecond rate-warriors enjoyed.

I could



I could not therefore prevail upon myfelf to believe that fuch a fpirited 
hiftory was left fo lame and unfinilhed, but laid the whole blame on the 
malignity o f time, which waftes and devours all things, and by which, no 
doubt, this was either confumed or concealed : on the other hand, I confi- 
dered, that as fome books had been found in his library, fo modern as the 
Undeceptions o f jealoufy, together with the Nymphs and Shepherds o f He- 
naresj his own hiftory muft alfo be o f a modern date, and the circumftan- 
ces, tho’ not committed to writing, ftill frefli in the memory o f his neigh­
bours and townfmen. This confideration perplexed and inflamed me with 
the defire o f knowing the true and genuine account o f the life and wonder­
ful exploits o f our Spanifh worthy Don Quixote de la Mancha, the fun and 
mirrour o f Manchegan chivalry, the firft who in this our age, and thefe 
degenerate times, undertook the toil and exercife o f errantry and arms, to 
redrefs grievances, fupport the widow, and protect thofe damfels whoftroll 
about with whip and palfrey, from hill to hill, and from dale to dale, on the 
ftrength o f their virginity alone : for* in times paft, unlefs fome libidinous 
clown with hachet and morrion, or monftrous giant, forced her to his bru­
tal wifties, a damfel might have lived fourfcore years, without ever lying un­
der any other cover than that o f heaven, and then gone to her grave as 
good a maiden as the mother that bore her. I fay, therefore, that for thefe 
and many other confiderations, our gallant Don Quixote merits inceflant 
and immortal praife; and even I  myfelf may claim fome fhare, for my labour 
and diligence in finding the conclufion o f this agreeable hiftory j tho’ I am 
well aware, that i f  I had not been favoured by fortune, chance or providence, 
the world would have been deprived o f that pleafure and fatisfaCtion which 
the attentive reader may enjoy for an hour or two, in perufing what follows 

W hile I was walking, one day, on the exchange of Toledo, a boy com­
ing up to a certain mercer, offered to fell him a bundle o f old papers he had 
in his hand: now, as I have always a ftrong propenfity to read even thofe 
fcraps that fometimes fly about the ftreets, I was led by this my natural cu- 
riofity, to turn over fome o f the leaves: I  found them written in Arabic, 
which not being able to read, tho’ I knew the characters, I looked about 
for fome Portugueze Moor who fhould underhand it 3 and indeed, tho’ the 
language had been both more elegant and ancient, I might eafily have 
found an interpreter. In fhort,.. I lighted upon one, to whom exprefling 
my defire, and putting the pamphlet into his hands, he opened it in the 
middle, and after having read a few lines, began to laugh 3. when I afked 
the caufe of his laughter, he faid it was occafioned by a whimfical annota­
tion in the margin of the book.. I begged he would tell me what it was, 
and he anfwered, ftill laughing, “  W hat 1  find written in the margin, is to 
this purpofe: This fame Dulcinea, fo often mentioned in the hillory, is

laid
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Book II.
faid to have had the beft hand at faking pork of any woman in la Man­
cha.”

Not a little furprifed at hearing Dulcinea del Tobofo mentioned, I im­
mediately conje&ured that the bundle adtually contained the hiftory of Don 
Quixote: poflefled with this notion, I bad him, with great eagernefs, read 
the title page, which having perufed, he tranflated it extempore from Arabic 
to Spanifh, in thefe words: “  The hillory of Don Quixote de la Mancha, 
written by Cid Hamet Benengeli, an Arabian author.” No fmall difcretion 
was requiftte to diffemble the fatisfaclion I felt, when my ears were faluted 
with the title of thefe papers, which fnatching from the mercer, I immedi­
ately bought in the lump, for half a r ia l; tho’, i f  the owner had been cun­
ning enough to difcover my eagernefs to poffefs them, he might have laid 
his account with getting twelve times the fum by the bargain.

I  then retired with my Moor, thro’ the cloyfters of the cathedral, and de- 
fired him to tranflate all thofe papers that related to Don Quixote into the 
Caftilian tongue, without addition or diminution, offering to pay any thing 
he fhould charge for his labour: his demand was limited to two quarters 
o f rafins, and as many bufliels o f wheat, for which he promifed to tranflate 
them with great care, concifenefs and fidelity: but I, the more to facili­
tate the bufinefs, without parting with fuch a rich prize, conduced him to 
my own houfe, where, in little lefs than fix weeks, he tranflated the whole, 
in the fame manner as fliall here be related.

In the firft flieet, was painted to tlie life, the battle betwixt Don Quixote 
and the Bifcayan, who were reprefented in the fame pofture as the hiftory 
has already defcribed, their fwords brandifhed aloft, one of the antago- 
nifts covered with his ftiield, the other with his cufliion, and the Bifcay- 
an’s mule fo naturally fet forth, that you might have known her to have 
been an hireling, at the diftance o f a bow-fhot. Under the feet o f her rider 
was a label, containing thefe words, Don Sancho de Azpetia, which was 
doubtlefs his name j and beneath our knight was another, with the title o f 
Don Quixote. Rozinate was moft wonderfully delineated, fo long and 
raw-boned, fo lank and meagre, fo fharp in the back, and confumptive, 
that one might eafily perceive, with what propriety and penetration the 
name of Rozinante had been beftowed upon him. Hard by the fteed was 
Sancho Panza, holding his afs by the halter, at whofe feet was a third label, 
infcribed Sancho Zancas, who, in the picture, was reprefented as a perfon 
of a fhort ftature, fwag belly, and long fpindle fhanks: for this reafon, he 
ought to be called indifcriminately by the names of * Panza and Zancas; 
for by both thefe firnames is he fometimes mentioned in hiftory.

Panza, in CaftiJian, fignifiej Paunch; and Zancas, fpindlefhanks.

There
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There were divers other minute circumftances to be obferved, but, all o f 
them o f fmall importance and concern to the truth o f the hiftory, tho’ in­
deed nothing that is true can be impertinent: however, i f  any objedtion can 
be ftarted to the truth o f this, it can be no other, but that the author was 
an Arabian, o f a nation but too much addicted to falfehood, tho’ as they 
are at prefent our enemies, it may be fuppofed, that he has rather failed than 
exceeded in the reprefentation o f our hero’s exploits: for, in my opinion, 
when he had frequently opportunities, and calls to exercife his pen in the 
praife o f fuch an illuftrious knight, he feems to be induftrioufly filent on 
the fubje£t; a circumftance very little to his commendation, for, all hiftori- 
ans ought to be punctual, candid and difpaffionate, that neither intereft, ran­
cour, fear, or affeCtion may miflead them from the road o f truth, whole 
mother is hiftory, that rival o f time, that repofitory o f great actions, w it- 
nefs o f the paft, example and pattern o f the prefent, and oracle o f future 
ages. In this, I know, will be found whatfoever can be expedited in the molt 
pleafant performance; and if  any thing feems imperfect, I affirm it muft 
be owing to the fault o f the infidel its author, rather than to any failure o f 
the fubjedt itfelf: in fhort, the fecond book in the tranfiation begins thus:

The flaming fwords of the two valiant and incenfed combatants, bran- 
diffied in the air, feemed to threaten heaven, earth, and hell, fuch was the 
rage and refolution o f thofe that wielded them : but, the firft blow was dis­
charged by the choleric Bifcayan, who flruck with fuch force and fury, that 
i f  the blade had not turned by the way, that Angle ftroke would have been 
fufficient to have put an end to this dreadful conflict, and all the other ad­
ventures o f our knight; but, his good genius, which preferved him for migh­
tier things, turned the fword o f his antagonift afide, fo, that tho’ it fell 
upon his left fhoulder, it did no other damage than difarm that whole fide, 
flicing off in its paffage the greateft part o f his helmet, with half o f his ear, 
which fell to the ground, with hideous ruin, leaving him in a very uncom­
fortable fituation. Good heavens! where is the man, who can worthily 
exprefs the rage and indignation which entered into the heart o f our M an­
chegan, when he faw himfelf handled in this manner ? I  fhall only fay, his 
fury was fuch, that raifing himfelf again in his ftirrups, and grafping his 
fword with both hands, he difcharged it fo full upon the cufliion, and head 
o f the Bifcayan, which it but ill-defended, that, as i f  a mountain had fallen 
upon him, he began to fpout blood from his noftrils, mouth and ears, and 
feemed ready to fall from his mule, which would certainly have been the 
cafe, if  he had not laid hold o f the m ane: yet, notwithftanding this effort, 
his feet falling out of the ftirrups, and his arms quitting their hold, the mule, 
which was frightened at, the terrible ftroke, began to run acrofs the field, 
and after a few plunges, came with her mafter to the ground. Don Quixote,

who
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who fat obferving him, with great tranquillity, no fooner perceived him fall, 
than leaping from his horfe, he ran up to him with great agility, and fet- 
ting the point of his fword to his throat, bad him furrender, on pain o f hav­
ing his head cut off. TheBifcayan was fo confounded by the blow and fall 
he hadfuftained, that he could notanfwer one fyliable; and as Don Quix­
ote wa3 blinded by his rage, he would have fared very ill, i f  the ladies o f 
the coach, who had hitherto, in great confternation, been fpedlators of the 
battle, had not run to the place where he was, and requeued, with the molt 
fervent intreaties, that his worth ip would grant them the favour to fpare 
the life o f their fquire.

T o  this petition, the knight replied, with great flatelinefs and gravity, 
“  Affuredly, moft beautiful ladies, I am very ready to do what you defire, 
but, it fhall be upon condition and provifo, that this cavalier promife to go 
flrait to Tobofo, and prefent himfelf, in my behalf, before the unparalelled 
Donna Dulcinea, that fhe may ufe him according to her good pleafure.” 
The timorous and difconfolate ladies, without entering into the detail of 
what Don Quixote defired, or enquiring who this Dulcinea was, promifed 
that the fquire fhould obey the knight’s commands in every thing. “  Upon 
the faith of your word, then, faid Don Quixote, I will do him no farther 
damage, tho’ he has richly deferved it at my hand.”

4 * The LIFE and AT CHI EVE ME NTS of Book II,

C H A P .  II.

O f what further happened between Don Quixote and the Bifcayan.

A L  L  this time, Sancho Panza having got up, tho’ very roughly handled 
by the lacquies of the fryars, flood very attentively beholding the 

battle o f his mailer Don Quixote, and put up ejaculatory petitions to hea­
ven, that it would pleafe to grant him the victory, and that he might gain 
by it fome ifland, of which he himfelf might be made governor, in confe- 
quence of the knight’s promife. Seeing therefore the battle ended, and 
his mailer returning to mount Rozinante, he went to hold his ftir- 
rup, and before he got up, fell on his knees before him ; then laying 
hold of his Land, and kilfing it, pronounced with great fervency, “  Sir 
Don Quixote, will your worlhip be pleafed to bellow on me the govern­
ment of that ifland which you have won in this dreadful combat; for, let 
it be ever fo great, I find I have flrength enough to govern it, as well as any 
he who governed an ifland in this world.” T o  this requefl, Don Quixote 
replied; “  You mull know, brother Sancho, that fuch as thefe are not ad­

ventures,



ventures o f iflands, but frays that happen 011 the high road, in which there 
is nothing to be got but a broken head, with the lofs o f an ear: have a 
little patience, and we fhall meet with adventures, which will enable me to 
make you not only a governor, but fomething more." Sancho made him 
many hearty acknowledgments for hispromife, then killing his hand again, 
and his coat o f mail, helped him to mount Rozinante; and he himfelf get­
ting upon his afs, followed his mailer, who fet off at a round pace, and 
without biding adieu, or fpeaking one fyllable to thofe in the coach, entered 
a wood that was in the neighbourhood.

Sancho followed him as hard as his beall would tro t; but Rozinante ex­
erted fuch fpeed, that feeing himfelf left behind, he was obliged to call to 
his mailer to wait for him. The knight complied with his requell, and 
checked his horfe until he was overtaken by his weary fquire ; who, when 
he approached h im : “  Sir, faid he, methinks it would be the wilell 
courle for us to retreat to fome church j for, as he with whom you 
fought remains but in a forry condition, 'tis odds, but they inform the 
*  holy brotherhood o f the affair, and have us apprehended : and verily, i f  
they do, before we get out o f prifon we may chance to fweat for it." 
“  Peace, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, where didll thou ever fee or hear, that 
a knight-errant was brought to jullice for the greatell homicides he had 
committed ?” “  I know nothing of your honey-feeds, anfwered Sancho, nor 
in my life did I ever fee one o f them : this only, I know, that the holy 
brotherhood commonly looks after thofe who quarrel and light up and down 
the country j and as to the other affair, I  have no bufinefs to intermeddle 
in it.”

“  Set your heart at eafe then, friend Sancho, replied Don Quixote, for, 
I  will deliver you from the hands o f the Philiftines, much more from the 
clutches o f the brotherhood : but, tell me, on thy life, hall thou ever feen 
a more valiant knight than me, in any country o f the known world ? H all 
thou ever read in Rory o f any other who poifelles, or has polfelfed, more 
courage in attacking, more breath in perfevering, more dexterity in wound­
ing, and more agility in overthrowing his antagonill ?” “  The truth is, 
anfwered Sancho, I never read a hillory lince I was born; for, indeed I can 
neither read nor w rite ; but what I will make bold to wager upon, is, that 
a more daring mailer than your worlhip I never ferved in the days o f my 
life ; and I wilh to God, that your courage may not meet with that reward 
I have already mentioned. W hat I beg o f your worlhip at prefent, is, that 
you would allow me to drefs that ear, which bleeds very much ; for, I have 
got fome lint, and a little white ointment in my wallet.” “  Thefe would *

* Santa Hermandad was a brotherhood or fociety inflitutcd in Spain in times of confufion, to fupprefs 
robbery, and render travelling fafe.
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Book ir.
have been altogether needlefs, anfvvered the knight, if  I had remembered to 
make a vial of the balfam of Fierabras, one fingle drop of which would 
fave abundance of time and trouble.” “  What fort of a vial and balfam is 
that ?” faid Sancho Panza. “  It is a balfam, replied Don Quixote, the re­
ceipt o f which I retain in my memory, and he that pofleffes the valuable 
compofition needs be in no fear o f death, nor think o f perifhing by any 
wound whatfoever : and therefore, when I fhall have made it, and delivered 
it into thy keeping, thou halt no more to do, when thou feeft me in any 
combat, cut thro’ the middle, a circumftance that very often happens, but 
to fnatch up that part of the body which falls to the ground, and before 
the blood fhall congeal, fet it upon the other half that remains in the faddle, 
taking care to join them writh the utmoft nicety and exa&nefs: then mak­
ing me fwallow a couple of draughts of the aforelaid balfam, thou wilt fee 
me, in a twinkling, as whole and as found as an apple.”

“  I f  that be the cafe, faid Sancho Panza, I henceforth renounce the go­
vernment of that ifland you promifed me, and defire no other reward for 
my long and faithful fervice, but that your worfhip will give me the re­
ceipt of that fame mod: exceeding liquor; for, I imagine, that it will fell for 
two rials an ounce at lead:, and that will be fufficient to make me fpend the 
reft o f my days in credit and eafe: but, it will be neceflary to know, i f  the 
compofition be coftly.” “  I can make a gallon of it for lefs than three ri­
als,” replied the knight. “  Sinner that I am ! cried Sancho, what hinders 
your worfhip from teaching me to make it, this moment ?” "  Hold thy 
tongue, friend, faid the knight, I intend to teach thee greater fecrets, and. 
beftow upon thee more confiderable rewards than th at: but, in the mean 
time, let us drefs my ear, which pains me more than I could wifh.”

The fquire accordingly took out his lint and ointment j but when his 
mafter found, that his helmet was quite demolifhed, he had almoft run 
ftark mad 1 he laid his hand upon his fword, and lifting up his hands to. 
heaven, pronounced aloud, “  I fwear by the creator of all things, and by 
all that is written in the four holy evangelifts ! to lead the life which the 
great marquis of Mantua led, when he fwore to revenge the death of his 
coufin Valdovinos 1 neither to eat food upon a table, nor enjoy his wife, 
with many other things, which, tho’ I do not remember, I here confideras 
expreffed, until I fhall have taken full vengeance upon him who has done 
me this injury* ” Sancho hearing this invocation, “  Sir Don Quixote,

* Thefe ridiculous oaths or vows are not confined to romances. Philip the good duke of Burgundy, 
at a public banquet, vowed to God, the holy virgin, the peacock and the ladios, that he would declare 
war againft the infidels ; and a great number of perfons who were prefent lifted themfelves under the fame 
vow, and incurred voluntarly penance until it fhould be accomplifhed. Some fwore they would never lie 
upon a bed, others renounced the ufe of a table cloth, a third fet obliged themfelves to fall one particular 
day in the week, a fourth went without one particular piece of armour, a fifth wore his armour night and 
day, and many confined themfelves to fhirts of fackcloth and hair. '

faid
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faid he, I hope your worftiip will confider, that if  the knight flitiil accom- 
plifh what he was ordered to do; namely, to prefent himfelf before my lady 
Dulcinea del Tobofo, he will have done his duty, and certainly deferves no 
other punilhmeut, unlefs he commits a new crime.” “  Thou haft fpoke 
very much to the purpofe, and hit the nail on the head, replied Don 
Quixote, therefore 1  annul my oath, fo far as it regards my revenge, but I 
make and confirm it anew, to lead the life 1 have mentioned, until fuch 
time as I can take by force as good a helmet as this from fome other 
knight; and thou muft not think, Sancho, that I am now making a fmokc 
o f ftraw ; for, I know very well whom I imitate in this affair; the fame 
thing having literally happened about the helmet of Mambrino, which coft 
Sacripante fo dear

“  Sir, Sir, replied Sancho with fome heat, I  wifh your worfhlp would 
fend to the devil all fuch oaths, which are fo mifchievous to the health, 
and prejudicial to the confidence; for, tell me now, if  we fhould not find 
in many days, a man armed with a helmet, what muft we do ? muft we per­
form this vow, in fpite o f all the rubs and inconveniencies in the w a y : fuch 
as to lye in one’s cloaths, and not to fleep in an inhabited place, with a 
thoufand other penances contained in the oath o f that old mad marquis o f 
Mantua, which your worfhip now wants to renew ? Pray, Sir, confider that 
there are no armed people in thefe roads, none but carriers and carters, 
which, far from wearing helmets themfelves, perhaps never heard o f any fuch 
thing during the whole courfe o f their lives.” “  There thou art egregioufly 
miftaken, replied Don Quixote, for, before we are two hours in thefe crofs- 
ways, we fliall fee armed men more numerous than thofe that came to A l- 
braca, in order to win Angelica the fair.” “  On then, and be it fo, faid 
Sancho, and pray God we may fucceed, and that the time may come, when 
we fhall gain that ifland which has coft me fo dear, and then I care not how 
foon I die.” “  I have already advifed thee, Sancho, faid the knight, to give 
thyfelf no trouble about that affair; for, fhould we be difappointed in die 
expectation o f an ifland, there is the kingdom of Denmark, or that o f So- 
brediza, which will fuit thee as well as ever a ring fitted a finger, and ought 
to give thee more joy, becaufe it is fituated on terra firm a; but, let us leave 
thefe things to the determination o f tim e; and fee i f  thou haft got any thing 
in thy wallet; for, we muft go prefently in queft of fome caftle, where we

* Geoffroi de Ran^on having been injured by the count de la Marche, fwore by the faints that he would 
wear his buflcin like a woman, and never fuffer himfelf to be lhaved, in the manner of chivalry, until he 
fhould be revenged. This oath he fcrupuloufly obferved, until he faw his.adverfary with his wife and chil­
dren kneeling in diftrefs before the king, and imploring his forgivenefs; then he called for a ftool, adjuited 
his bulkin, and was fhaved in prefence of his majefty and all the court.

The knight's forehead was commonly lhaved, that in cafe he fhould lofe his helmet in combat, his an- 
tagonift Ihould have no hold by which he might be pulled off his horfe.

H  2
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5*
may procure a night’s lodging, and ingredients to make that fame balfam 
I mentioned; for, I vow to God ! my ear gives me infinite pain.”

“  I have got here in my bags, faid Sancho, an onion, a flice of cheefe, and 
a few crufts of bread; but, thefe are eatables which do not fuit the palate of 
fuch a valiant knight-errant as your worfhip.” “  How little you underftand 
of the matter? anfwered Don Quixote. Thou muft know, Sancho, that it is 
for the honour of knights-errant, to abftain whole months together from 
food, and when they do eat, to be contented with what is next at hand; 
this thou wouldft not have been ignorant of, hadft thou read fo many hifto- 
ries as I have perufed, in which, numerous as they are, I have never found 
any account of knights-errant eating, except occalionally, at fome fumptu- 
ous banquet made on purpofe for them; at other times, living upon air : 
and tho’ it muft be taken for granted, that they could not altogether live 
without eating, or complying with the other neceflities o f nature, being in 
efte£t men as we are ; yet we are likewife to confider, that as the greateft 
part o f their lives was fpent in travelling thro’ woods and defarts, without 
any cook or caterer, their ordinary diet was no other than fuch ruftic food 
as thou haft now got for our prefent occafions *  : therefore, friend Sancho, 
give thyfelf no uneafinefs, becaufe thou haft got nothing to gratify the 
palate, nor feek to unhinge or alter the conftitution of things.” “  I beg your 
worfhip’s pardon, faid Sancho, for, as I can neither read nor write, as I 
have already obferved, I may have miftaken the rules of your knightly pro- 
feffion; but, from henceforward, I will ftore my budget with all forts o f 
dry fruits for your worlhip, who are a knight, and for myfelf who am none, 
I will provide other more volatile and fubftantial food.” “  I do not fay, 
Sancho, that knights-errant are obliged to eat nothing except thefe fruits, 
but only that their moft ordinary fuftenance is compofed of them and fome 
certain herbs, which they know how to gather in the fields ; a fpecies 
ol knowledge which I myfelf am no ftranger to.” “  Surely, anfwered 
Sancho, it is a great comfort to know thofe fame herbs 5 for, it comes 
into my head, we fhall one day or another, have occafion to make ufe o f 
the knowledge;” and taking out the contents of his wallet, they ate toge­
ther with great harmony and fatisfadftion; but, being defirous of finding 
fome place for their night’s lodging, they finiftied their humble repaft in a 
hurry, and mounting their beafts, put on at a good rate, in order to reach 
fome village before it ftiould be dark ; but the hope of gratifying that de­
fire failed them with day-light, juft when they happened to be near a goat-

* We read in Perceforeft, that there were flat ftones placed at certain diflances in uninhabited parts of 
the country, for the ufe of knights errant, who having killed a roe-buck, prefled the blood out of it up­
on one of thefe tables, by the help of another fmooth ftone, and then ate it with fome fak and fpices 
which they carried along with them for that purpoie. T his diet is called in the French romances, C lei/m ux  
dt prejfe, nourriture da ti.traux.
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herd’s hut, in which they refolved to pafs the night} and in the fame pro­
portion that Sancho was difgutted at not being able to reach Tome vil­
lage, his matter was rejoiced at an opportunity o f deeping under the 
cope o f heaven, becaufe he looked upon every occafion of this kind as 
an a d  o f poffeflion, that ttrengthened the proof o f his knight-errantry.

Chap. 3. D O N  Q J J I X O T E  De l a  M a n c h a . 53

C H A P .  III.

O f what happened to Don Quixote, while he remained with the goat-herds.

H E  received a very hearty welcome from the goatherds, and Sancho 
having, as well as he could, accommodated Rozinante and his afs, 

was attraded by the odour that iflued from fome pieces o f goat’s flefh, 
that were boiling in a kettle ; but though he longed very much, at that in- 
ftant, to fee i f  it was time to transfer them from the kettle to the belly* 
he checked his curiofity, becaufe the landlord took them from the fire, and 
fpreading fome fheep-fkins upon the ground, fet out their ruftic table with­
out lofs o f time ; inviting their two guefts to a fhare o f their mefs, with 
many exprettions o f good will and hofpitality. Then thofe who belonged 
to the cot, being fix in number, feated themfelves round the (kins, hav­
ing firft, with their boorifh ceremony, defired Don Quixote to fit down on 
a trough, which they had overturned for that purpofe.

The knight accepted their offer, and Sancho remained ftanding, to ad- 
minifter the cup, which was made of horn : but, his matter perceiving 
him in this attitude, “  That thou mayft fee, Sancho, faid he, the benefit 
which is concentred in knight-errantry ; and how near all thofe, who ex- 
ercife themfelves in any fort of minittry belonging to it, are to preferment 
and etteem o f the world, I defire thee to fit down here by my fide, in 
company with thefe worthy people: and that thou may’tt be on an equal 
footing with me, thy natural lord and matter, eating in the fame difh, and 
drinking out o f the fame cup that I ufe ; for what is faid of love may be 
obferved o f knight-errantry, that it puts all things upon a level.”

“  I give you a thoufand thanks, faid Sancho} but, I mutt tell your wor- 
fhip that, provided I have plenty, I can eat as much, nay, more to my 
fatisfa&ion, ttanding on my legs, and in my own company, than if  I  
was to fit by the fide o f an emperor : and, if  all the truth mutt be told, 
I had much rather dine by myfelf in a corner, though it lhould be upon 
a bit o f bread and an onion, without all your niceties and ceremonies, 
than eat turky-cocks at another man’s table, where I am obliged to chew 
ibftly, to drink fparingly, to wipe my mouth every minute, to abttain

from



from fneezing or coughing, though I fliould be never fo mucli inclined to 
either, and from a great many other things, which I can freely do, when 
alone: therefore, fir mafter o f mine, I hope thele honours which your 
worfhip would put upon me, as being the l'ervant and abettor o f knight- 
errantry, which to be fure I am, while I remain in quality o f your fquire, 
may be converted into other things of more eafe and advantageto me, than 
thofe which, though I hold them as received in full, I renounce from hence­
forth for ever, amen.” “  Thou muft neverthelefs, fit thee down, faid his 
mafter; for, him that is humble God will exalt ;” and, feizing him by the 
arm, he pulled him down to the feat on which he himfelf fat.

The goatherds, who underftood not a word of all this jargon o f fquire 
and knights-errant, did nothing but eat in filence, and gaze upon their 
guefts, who with keen appetite, and infinite relifli, folaced their ftomachs, 
by (Wallowing pieces as large as their fifts. This fervice o f meat being 
finifhed, they fpread upon their lkins great quantities o f acorns, and 
half a cheefe, harder than plaifter of Paris: all this time, the horn was not 
idle, but went round fo faft, fometimes full, fometimes empty, like the 
buckets of a well, that they foon voided one o f the two lkins o f wine that 
hung in view.

Don Quixote having fatisfied his appetite, took up an handful o f the 
acorns, and after looking at them attentively, delivered himfelf to this 
purpofe : “  Happy age, and happy days were thofe, to which the antients 
gave the name o f golden ; not, that gold, which in thefe our iron-times 
is fo much efteemed, was to be acquired without trouble, in that fortunate 
period j but, becaufe people then were ignorant of thofe two words m i n e  
and t h i n e  : in that facred age, all things were in common; no man was 
neceftitated, in fearch o f his daily food, to undergo any other trouble than 
that of reaching out his hand, and receiving it from the fturdy oak, that 
liberally invited him to pull his fweet and falutary fruit. The limpid foun­
tains and murmuring rills afforded him their favoury and tranfparent wa­
ters in magnificent abundance. In clefts o f rocks and hollow trees, the 
prudent and induftrious bees formed their commonwealths, offering with­
out intereft, to every hand the fruitful harveft o f their delicious toil. 
The ftately cork-trees voluntarily ftripped themfelves o f their light extend- 
£ 1 bark, with which men began to cover their rural cottages, fupported 
upon ruftic poles, with a view only tc defend themfelves from the incle­
mencies o f the weather. All was then peace, all was harmony, and all 
was friendfhip. As yet, the ponderous coulter of the crooked plough had 
not prefumed to open, or vifit the pious entrails o f our firft mother, who, 
without compulfion, prefented, on every part o f her wide and fertile bo- 
fom, every thing that could fatisfy, fuftain and delight her foils, who then

poffeffed,
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poflefled her. Then did the fimple and beautiful IhepherdefTes rove from 
hill to hill, and dale to dale, without any other cloaths than what were 
ncceffary to cover modeftly that which modefty commands, and always has 
commanded, to be covered. Neither were their ornaments fuch as are ufed 
now-a-days, enhanced in value by the Tyrian purple, and the many ways 
martyred filk, but compofed o f verdant dock-leaves and ivy interwove to­
gether i with which they appeared, perhaps with as great pomp and con­
trivance, as the courtiers o f our days, drelfed in all the rare and foreign 
falhions which idle curiolity has invented. Then were the amorous dic­
tates o f the foul exprefled in fenfible fimplicity, juft as they were con­
ceived, undifguifed by the artificial cloak o f fpecious words. There was 
no fraud, no deceit, no malice intermixed with plain-dealing tru th : juftice 
then kept within her proper bounds, undifturbed and unbiafled by intereft 
and favour, which now impair, confound, and perfecute her fo m uch: 
law was not then centered in the arbitrary bolom o f the judge, for, at 
that time, there was neither caule nor conteft. Damfels and decency, as 
I  have already faid, went about Angle, and without fear o f being injured 
by infolence or lu ft ; and their ruin, when it happened, was the fruit of 
their own will and pleafure.. But, now-a-days, in this deteftable age, no. 
maid is fecure, though file was concealed, and fhut up in fuch another la­
byrinth as was that o f Crete; for, even there, the amorous peftilence, 
with the zeal o f mifchievous importunity, would enter, either by the help 
o f wings, or by gliding through fome chink or other, and all her barrica- 
doed chaftity would go to wreck. For the fecurity o f this virtue, in pro- 
cefs o f time, when mifchief grew to a greater head, the order o f knight- 
errantry was firft inftituted to defend damfels, proteCt widows, and fuc- 
eour the needy and the fatherlefs. This order, brother goatherds, I pro- 
fefs, and thank you for this kind entertainment and reception, which I 
and my fquire have received at your h a n d s fo r  though, by the law o f 
nature, all mankind are obliged to favour and alfift knights-errant, dur­
ing the whole courfe o f their lives; yet, as you have received and re­
galed me, before you knew yourfelves to be under that obligation, I 
think it my duty to return my moft fincere acknowledgment for your hof- 
pitality ” •

The whole o f this tedious harrangue, which might very well have been 
Ipared, was pronounced by our knight, becaufe the acorns they prefen ted 
recalled to his memory the golden age : therefore he took it in his head to makei 
thefe ufelefs reflections to the goatherds, who without anfwering one lyliable, 
iiftened with fufpence and aftonifhment, Sancho was alfo filent, but,, 
kept his teeth employed upon the acorns, and paid many a vifit to the fecond 
wine-bag,, which that the contents might be the cooler, was hung upon a.

conk-
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cork-tree. Don Quixote was lefs tedious in his difcourfe than at his 
meal, which being ended, one of the goatherds faid, “  That your wor- 
fhip knight-errant, may be convinced of our readinefs and good will to 
give you all the entertainment in our power, you lhall have the pleafure 
and fatisfa&ion of hearing a long from one of our companions, who will 
foon be here. He is an underftanding young fellow, very much in love, 
who moreover, can read and write, and play upon the rebec *, that it 
will delight you to hear him.” Scarce had the goatherd pronounced thefe 
words, when their ears were faluted with the found of this inftrument, 
and prelently after appeared the mufician, who was a young fellow of 
about twenty, or twenty two years of age, and of a very graceful ap­
pearance. His companions alked him if  he had fupped, and he anfwer- 
ing in the affirmative, one o f them, who made the offer to the knight, 
faid to him, “  I f  that be the cafe, Antonio, you will do us the pleafure 
to fing a fong, that this gentleman our gueft may fee, there are fome even 
among thefe woods and mountains who underftand mufic. We have al­
ready informed him of thy uncommon talents, and we defire thou wouldft 
fhew them, in order to juftify what we have faid in thy praife; I therefore, 
earneftly befeech thee to fit down, and fing the ballad o f thy love, com- 
pofed by thy uncle the curate, which is fo much commended in our vil­
lage.” “  With all my heart,” replied the young man, who without farther 
intreaty fat down upon the trunk of an ancient oak, and tuning his inftru- 
ment, began in a very graceful manner to fing and accompany the fol­
lowing fong.
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I.

Y O U love, Olalla, nay adore me ;
In fpite of all your art I know it, 

Although you never fmile before me,
And neither tongue nor eyes avow it.

II.
For, fure to flight a lover’s paffion,

So try’d as that which lives this heart in, 
Were but fmall proof o f penetration ;

And that you are no fool is certain.
III.

Sometimes, indeed, and ’tis amazing,
Though prov’d by evidence of twenty,

You ’ve plainly fhewn your foul was brazen, 
And eke your fnowy bofom flinty.

* A fort of fmall fiddle of one piece, with three firings, ufed by fliej herds.
IV.
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IV.

Yet, in the midd o f maiden diynefs,
Affedted fcorn and decent fcolding,

Kind Hope appear’d with proffer’d fpy-glafs, 
The border o f her robe unfolding.

V.
Then balance in the fcales o f reafon,

M y love unfhaken and untainted,
Unapt to change from truth to treafon,

By frowns impair’d, by fmiles augmented.
VI.

I f  love be courtefy refin’d,
And you be civil to profusion,

That you will to my hopes prove kind,
Is but a natural conclufion.

V II.
I f  gratitude that bread: can foften,

W hich bids to other arts defiance,
T he fervices I ’ve render’d often,

M ud melt your foul to kind compliance.
V III.

For, more than once, had you attended,
You might have feen me wear' on Monday, 

M y bed apparel fcour’d and mended,
W ith which I wont to honour Sunday.

IX .
As love delights in finery,

And women oft are won by tightnefs,
I ’ve dill endeavour’d in your eye,

T o  fhine the mirror o f politenefs.
X .

That I have danc’d the fwains among,
T o  pleafe your pride what need I mention,

Or with the cock begun my fong,
T o  wake my deeping fair’s attention.

X I.
Or that, enamour’d o f your beauty,

I ’ve loudly founded forth it’s praifes;
A  talk which though a lover’s duty,

The fpite o f other women raifes.

DON QUIXOTE De l a  M a n c h a .
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X II.

For, once, Terefa of the hill,
Beneath all notice would have funk ye,

“  You think Olalla angel Hill,
(Said flie) but others fcorn the monkey.

X III.
Thanks to her beads o f glittering glafs,

And her falfe locks in ringlets curling,
And the falfe colour of her face,

Which Love himfelf might take for Herling.”
XIV .

She ly’d, I told her in her throat;
And when her kinfman kept a racket,

You know, I made him change his note,
And foundly threfh’d the booby’s jacket.

X V .
Your lovely perfon, not your wealth,

At firH engag’d my inclination j
Nor would I now poflefs by Health,

The guilty joys o f fornication.
XVI.

The church has filken ties in Hore,
Then yield thy neck to Hymen’s fetters;

Behold, I put my own before,
And truH the noofe that binds our betters.

X VII.
Elfe, by each blefled faint I fwear,

And Heav’n forbid I prove a lyar !
Never to quit this defart drear,

Except in form of hooded fryar.

The reader will perceive that I have endeavoured to adapt the verfiiication to the plainnefs and rufti- 
city of  the fentiment, which are preferved through the whole of this ballad ; though all the other tranfla- 
tort feem to have been bent upon fetting the poetry at variance with the paftoral fimplicity of the thoughts, 
her example, who would ever dream of  a goatherd’s addrefling his miftrefs in thefe terms:

With rapture on each charm I dwell,
And daily fpread thy beauty’s fame ;
And ftill my tongue thy praife lhall tell,
Though envy fwell, or malice blame.

The original fentiments which this courtly ftanza is defigned to tranflate, are literally thefe.
“ I do not mention the praifes I have fpoke of your beauty, which, though true in fad, are the occa- 

fion of my being hated by fome other women.”

Thus



Thus ended the goatherd's ditty, and though Don Quixote defired him 
to ling another, yet Sancho Panza would by no means give his confent, 
being more inclined to take his natural reft, than to hear ballads and 
therefore, he faid to his mafter, “  Your worlhip had better confidcr 
where you arc to lodge this n ight; for, the labour that thefe honed; men 
undergo in the day, will not buffer them to pnfs the night in linging.” 
“  I underftand thee, Sancho, replied the knight, it plainly appears that the 
vifits thou haft made to the wine-bag, demand the confolation o f fleep, 
rather than that o f mufic.” “  They agreed with 11s all very well, bleffed be 
God replied Sancho. “  I do not deny it, faid the knight, and thou 
mayft beftow thyfelf in the belt manner thou canft 3 but it is more feemly 
for thofe of my profeftion to watch than to lleep : it would not be amifs, 
however, Sancho, to drefs my ear again ; for, it gives me more pain than 
I could wifh.” Sancho did as he defired : when one o f the goatherds per­
ceiving the wound, bad him give himfelf no trouble about it, for, he would 
apply a remedy that would heal it in a trice; fo faying, he took fome 
leaves of rofemary, which grew in great plenty round the hut, and hav­
ing chewed, and mixed them with a little fait, applied the poultice to his 
ear, and binding it up carefully, affured him, as it actually happened, that 
it would need no other plaifter.
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W hat was related by a goatherd, who chanced to come into the hut.

IN  the mean time, one o f the lads who brought them victuals from the 
village, entering the hut, faid, “  Do you know what has happen­

ed in our town, comrades ?” When one of them anfwered, “  H ow fhould 
we.” “  Know  then, continued he, that the famous ftudent Chryfoftom 
died this morning ; and it is murmured about, that his death was occa- 
fioned by his love for that devililh girl Marcella, daughter of W illiam the 
Rich. She that roves about thefe plains in the habit of a fhepherdefs.” 
“  For Marcella, faid you ?” cried one, “  The fame, anfwered the goat­
herd, and it is certain, that in his laft will, he ordered himfelf to be bu­
ried in the field, like a Moor, (God blefs u s !) at the foot o f the rock hard 
by the cork-tree-lpring j for, the report goes, and they fay, he faid fo him­
felf, as how the firft time he faw her, was in that place j and he has alfo 
ordained many other fuch things, as the clergy fay, muft -not be accom- 
plifhed, nor is it right they fhould be accomplished; for truly, they feem quite 
heathenifh: to all which objections his dear friend, Ambrofio the ftudent,
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who alfo dreffed himfelf like a fhepherd, to keep him company, replies 
that he will perform every tiling without fail, that Cryfoftom has ordered 
and the whole village is in an uproar about it. But, it is believed,, that 
every thing at laft, will be done according to the defire of Ambrofio, and 
all the reft of the ftiepherds, his friends; and that to-morrow, he will be 
interred with great pomp in the very fpot I have mentioned. I am re- 
folved therefore, as it will be a thing well worth feeing, to go thither 
without fail, even though I thought, I fliould not be able to return to- 
the village that night.” “  We will do fo too, replied the goatherds, and 
caft lots to fee which of us mull ftay and take care of our flocks.” “  You 
are in the right, Pedro, faid one, but, there will be no occafion to ufe that 
fh ift; for, I myfelf will ftay, and take care of the whole,, and you muft 
not impute my tarrying to virtue, or the want of curiofitv, but, to the plaguy 
thorn that ran into my foot the other day, and hinders me from walking.” ' 
“  We are obliged to thee, however,” anfwered Pedro, whom Don Quixote 
defired to tell him, who that fame dead fhepherd, and living fhepherdels 
were.

To this queftion the goatherd replied, all that he knew of the matter,, 
was, that the deceafed was the fon of a rich farmer, who lived in the 
neighbourhood of a village, in thefe mountains ■> that he had ftudied in 
Salamanca many years, at the end of which he had returned to his fa­
mily with the character of a great fcholar: in particular, they faid, he 
was very knowing in the fcience of the ftars, and what pafied betwixt 
the fun and moon, and the heavens j for, he had punctually foretold the 
clipfe of them both ! “  The obfcuration of thofe two great luminaries, faid 
the knight, is called the eclipfe, and not the clipfe, friend.” But, Pedro 
without troubling his head with thefe trifles, proceeded, faying, “  he like- 
wile, forelaw when the year would be plentiful or ftaril” : “  You mean 
fterile,” faid Don Quixote. “  Sterile, or ftaril, replied Pedro, comes 
all to the fame purpofe; and I fay, that his father and his friends tak­
ing his advice, became very rich j for, they gave credit to his words,, 
and followed his counfel in all things. When he would fay, this year you 
muft low barley, and no wheat j here you muft fow carabances, but no 
barley : next year there will be a good harveft o f o il; but, for three years 
to come there will not be a drop.” “  That fcience, replied Don Quixote, 
is called aftrology.” “  I know not how it is called, replied Pedro; but, 
this I know, that he knew all th is; and much more. In fhort, not many 
months after he came from Salamanca, he appeared all o f a fudden, in 
fhepherd-weeds, with his woolly jacket, and a flock of Iheep, having laid 
afide the long drefs o f a ftudent. And he was accompanied by a friend 
o f his in the fame habit, whofe name was Ambrofio,. and who had been
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his fellow-ftudent at college. I forgot to tell you, that Chryfoftom the 
defunct, was fuch a great man at compofing couplets, that he made carols 
for Chriftmafs-eve, and plays for the Lord’s-day, which were reprefented 
by the young men in our village; and every body faid, that they were tip­
top. When the people o f the village faw the two fcholars, fo fuddenly 
clothed like fhepherds, they were furprized, and could not guefs their rea­
fon for luch an odd chance. About that time, the father o f this Chry­
foftom dying, he inherited great riches, that were in moveables and in 
lands, with no fmall number o f fheep more or lefs, and a great deal of 
money : o f all which, this young man remained defolate lord and m ailer; 
and truly he deferved it a l l ; for, lie was an excellent companion, very 
charitable, a great friend to good folks, and had a moil blelfed counte­
nance. Afterwards, it came to be known, that his reafon for changing 
his garb, was no other, than with a view o f ftrolling through the woods, 
and delarts after that fame fhepherdefs Marcella, whofe name my friend 
mentioned juft now, and with whom the poor defunbt Chryfoftom was- 
woundily in love : and I will now tell you, for, it is neceffary, that you 
fhould know, who this wench i s : for, mayhap, nay even without a may­
hap you never heard o f fuch a thing in all the days o f your life, though, 
you be older than *  St. Paul.”  “  Say Paul’s,” replied Don Quixote, of­
fended at the goatherd’s perverting o f words. “  St. Paul was no chicken, 
replied Pedro, and if  your worfhip be refolved to correct my words every 
moment, we fhall not have done in a twelvemonth.” “  I afk your par­
don, friend, laid the k n i g h t I  only mention this, becaufe there is a wide 
difference between the perfon o f St. Paul, and a church that goes by his 
nam e: but, however, you made a very fenfible reply; for, to be fure, the 
faint lived long before the church was b u ilt; therefore go on with your 
ftory, and I promife not to interrupt you agen.”

“  Well then, my good mailer, faid the goatherd, there lived in our vil­
lage a farmer, ftill richer than Chryloftom’s father; his name was W il­
liam, and God gave him, over and above great wealth, a daughter, who 
at her birth was the death of her mother, the moft worthy dame in all 
the country. Methinks I fee her now with that face o f hers, which feem- 
ed to have the fun on one fide, and the moon on the other; fhe was an 
excellent houfewife, and a great friend to the poor, for which reafon I believe 
her foul is enjoying the prefence of God in paradile. Her hulband died 
o f grief for the lofs o f fo good a wife, leaving his daughter Marcella, 
young and rich, to the care of an uncle, who has got a living in our *•
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village. The girl grew up with fo much beauty, that lhe put us in mind 
o f her mother, who had a great lhare, and yet it was thought, it would 
be furpafled by the daughter’s. It happened accordingly, for when flic 
came to the age of fourteen or fifteen, nobody could behold her without 
blefiing God, for having made fo beautiful a creature; and every body al- 
moft grew defperately in love with her. Her uncle kept her up with great 
care ; but, for all that, the fame of her exceeding beauty fpread in fuch a 
manner, that both for her perfon and her fortune, not only the richelt 
people in our town, but likewife in many leagues about, came to alk her 
in marriage of her uncle, with much importunity and follicitation. But, 
he, who to give him his due, was d good chriftian, although he wanted 
to dilpofe of her as foon as lhe came to an age fit for matrimony, would 
not give her away without her own confent; neither had he a view in de­
ferring her marriage, to the gain and advantage which he might enjoy in 
managing the girl’s fortune. And truly I have heard this fpoken in more 
companies than one, very much to the praife of the honeft prieft. For,
I would have you know, fir traveller, that in thele fmall towns, people 
intermeddle and grumble about every thing. And this you may take for 
certain, as I know it to be fo, that a clergyman muft be exceflively good 
indeed, if  he can oblige his flock to fpeak well of him, efpecially in 
country villages.” “  You are certainly in the right, faid Don Quixote, 
and pray go on, for your ftory is very entertaining, and you, honeft Pedro, 
relate it with a good grace.” “  May I never want God’s grace, faid the 
fhepherd; for, that is the main chance: and you muft know, moreover, 
that though the unde propofed to his niece, and defcribed the good qua­
lities of each in particular who alked her in marriage, defiring her to give 
her hand to fome one, or other, and chufe for herlelf j file never would 
give him any other anfwer, but that lhe did not chufe to marry, for, 
lhe was too young to bear the burden of matrimony. On account of 
thele excufes, whichYeemed to have fome reafon in them, her uncle for­
bore to importune her, and waited till lhe fliould have more years, and 
difcernment to make choice of her own company; for, he faid, and to be 
Pure, it was well faid, that parents fliould never dilpofe o f their children 
againft their own inclinations. But, behold, when we leaft thought of it, 
the timorous Marcella, one day, appeared in the habit o f a Ihepherdels j 
and without imparting her defign to her uncle, or any body in the village, 
for fear they might have dilfuaded her from it, lhe took to the field 
with her own flock, in company of the other damfels o f the village. As 
file now appeared in public, and her beauty was expofed to the eyes o f 
every body, you cannot conceive what a number of rich youths, gentle­
men, and farmers immediately took the garb of Chryfoftom, and went
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wooing her through the fields. One o f thefe fuitors, as you have heard, 
was the deceafed, who they fay, left off loving to adore h er; and you muft 
not think, that becaufe Marcella took to this free and unconfined way o f 
living, flie brought the lealf difparagement upon her chaflity and good 
nam e; on the contrary, fuch is the vigilance with which file guards her 
honour, that o f all thofe who ferve and follicit her, not one has boafted, 
nor indeed can boaft with any truth, that flie has given him the fmalleft 
hope o f accomplifhing his defire; for, though fhe neither- flies, or avoids 
the company and converfation o f the fhepherds, but, treats them in a 
courteous and friendly manner; whenever any one o f them comes to difclole 
his intention, let it be ever fo juft and holy, even marriage itfelf, flie throws 
him from her, like a ftone from a fling : and being o f this difpofition, 
does more damage in this country, than i f  a peftilence had feized i t ; for, 
her affability and beauty allures all the hearts o f thofe that converfe with her 
to ferve and love her j but, her coynefs and plain-dealing drives them 
even to the borders o f defpair; therefore, they know not what to fay, but, 
upbraid her with cruelty and ingratitude, and give her a great many fuch 
titles, as plainly fliew the nature o f her difpofition : and if  your worfhip 
was but to flay here one day, you would hear thefe hills and dales refound 
with the lamentations of her rejedled followers. Not far from this 
place, there is a tuft o f about a dozen o f tall beeches, upon every one o f 
which, you may read engraved the name o f Marcella, and over fome a 
crown cut out in the bark, as if  her lover would have declared, that M ar­
cella wears, and deferves to wear, the crown o f all earthly beauty. Here- 
one fhepherd fighs, there another complains; in one place you may hear 
amorous ditties ■> in another the dirges o f defpaii:; one lover fits mufing 
through all the hours o f the night, at the foot o f fome tall afli, or rugged 
rock, and there, without having clofed his weeping eyes, fhrunk up as it 
were, and entranced in his own reflections, he is found by the rifing fun 
a fecond, without giving refpite, or truce to his fighs, expofed to the heat 
o f the moil fultry fummer’s fun, lies ftretched upon the burning fand>, 
breathing his complaints to pitying H eaven; and over this and that, and 
thefe and thofe, the free, the unconcerned, the fair Marcella triumphs. 
W e who are acquainted with her difpofition, wait with impatience to fee. 
the end of all this difdain, and long to know what happy man will tame 
fuch an unfociable humour, and enjoy fuch exceeding beauty. As every 
thing that I have recounted is true to a tittle, I have no real'on to doubt 
the truth o f what our comrades faid concerning the caule o f Chryfoftom’s. 
death; and therefore, I advife you, fir, not to fail being to-morrow at his 
burial, which will be well worth feeing j for, Chryfoflom had a great many

friends,,
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friends, and the lpot in which he ordered himfelf to be buried is not 
more than half a league from hence.

“  I will take care to be prefent, faid the knight, and thank you hear­
tily for the pleafure you have given me in relating luch an interefting 
ftory.” “  O h! as for that, cried the goatherd, I do not know one half 
o f what has happened to the lovers of Marcella j but, to-morrow perhaps, 
we may light upon fome fiiepherd on the road, who is better acquainted 
with them. In the mean time you will do well to go to lleep under fome 
cover, though the remedy I have applied is fuch, that you have nothing 
elfe to fear.”

Sancho Panza, who wifhed the goatherd’s loquacity at the devil, ear- 
neftly intreated his mafter to go to deep in Pedro’s hut. This requeft 
the knight complied with, and fpent the greateft part of the night in 
thinking of his lady Dulcinea, in imitation of Marcella’s lovers. While 
Sancho Panza taking up his lodging betwixt Rozinante and his afs, dept 
foundly, not like a difcarded lover, but, like one who had been battered 
and bruifed the day before.

$q_ The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book Î.

C H A P .  V.

The conclufion of the ftory of the diepherdefs Marcella, and other incidents.

SC A R C E  had Aurora difclofed herfelf through the balconies o f the 
eaft, when five of the fix goatherds, arifing, went to waken Don 

Quixote, and told him, that if he continued in his refolution of going to 
fee the famous funeral of Chryfoftom, they would keep him company. 
The knight, who defired nothing better, arofe, and commanded Sancho to 
faddle his horfe and pannel his afs immediately. This order was executed 
with great difpatch, and they fet out without lofs of time. They had not 
travelled more than a quarter of a league, when, upon eroding a path, 
they faw coming towards them fix fhepherds, clothed in jackets of black 
fheep-lkin, and crowned with garlands of cyprefs, and bitter-bay, each 
having a club of holly in his hand. Along with them, came alfo two 
gentlemen on horfeback very well equipped for travel, accompanied by 
three young men on foot.

When they advanced, they faluted one another, and underftanding, up­
on enquiry, that they were all bound to the place o f interment, they 
joined company, and travelled together. One o f the horfemen faid to 
his companion, “  Signor Vivaldo, we fhall not have reafon to grudge our 
tarrying to fee this famous funeral, which mud; certainly be very extraor­
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dinary, by the ftrange account we have received from thefe people, o f the 
dead ftiepherd, and the murderous fhepherdefs.” “  I am o f the fame opi­
nion, anfwered Vivaldo, and would not only tarry one day, but even four 
or five, on purpofe to fee it.” Don Quixote afking what they had heard o f 
Marcella and Chryfoftom, the traveller replied, that, early in the morn­
ing, they had met with thefe fiiepherds, o f whom enquiring the caufe o f 
their being clothed in fuch melancholy weeds, they had been informed o f 
the coynefs and beauty o f a certain fhepherdefs called Marcella, and the 
haplefs love o f many who courted her, together with the death o f that 
fame Chryfoftom to whofe funeral they were going. In fhort, he recount­
ed every circumftance o f what Pedro had told Don Quixote before.

This converfation being ended, another began by Vivaldo’s afking Don 
Quixote, why he travelled thus in armour, in a peaceable country ? T o  this 
queftion the knight replied, “  The exercife o f my profefiion will not per­
mit or allow me to go in any other manner. Revels, feafting, and re- 
pofe were invented by effeminate courtiers; but, toil, anxiety, and arms 
are peculiar to thofe whom the world calls knights-errant, o f which or­
der I, though unworthy, and the lead:, am one.” He had no fooner pro­
nounced thefe words, than all prefent took him for a m adm an: but, in  
order to confirm their opinion, and difcover what fpecies o f madnefs 
it was, Vivaldo defired to know what he meant by knights-errant 
w W h a t! faid Don Quixote, have you never read the annals and hiftory 
o f England, which treat o f the famous exploits o f Arthur, who, at pre­
fent, in our Caftilian language, is called K ing Artus, and o f whom, there 
is an ancient tradition, generally believed ail over Great-Britain, that he 
did not die, but was, by the art o f inchantment, metamorphofed into a 
raven : and, that the time will come, when he fhall return, and recover 
his fcepter and throne : For which reafon, it cannot be proved, that from 
that period to this, any Englifhman has killed a raven. In the reign of 
that excellent king was inflituted that famous order o f chivalry, called the 
Knights o f the R ound-Table; and thofe amours punctually happened, 
which are recounted o f Don Lancelot o f the Lake, with queen Ginebra, 
by the help and mediation o f that fage and venerable duenna Quitaniona . 
from whence that delightful ballad, fo much fung in Spain, took its rife :

For never fure was any knight 
So ferv’d by damfel, or by dame,

As Lancelot, that man o f might,
When he at firlT from Britain cam e:

W ith the reft o f that moft relifhing and delicious account o f his amours, 
and valiant exploits. From that time, the order o f knight-errantry was 
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extended, as it were, from hand to hand, and fpread thro’ divers and fun- 
dry parts of the world, producing, among many other worthies celebrated 
for their achievements, the valiant Amadis de Gaul, with all his fons and 
nephews even to the fifth generation j the couragious Fleximarte of Hircania, 
the never-enough to be commended Tirante the white, and he whom, in this 
our age, we have as it were feen, heard, and converfed with, the invincible 
and valorous knight Don Belianis of Greece. This, gentlemen, is what I 
meant by knight-errant j and fuch as I have defcribed, is the order o f chi­
valry, which, as 1 have already told you, I, tho’ a firmer, have profefted, 
and the very fame which thofe knights I mentioned, profefled, I profefs alfo. 
On which account, I am found in thefe defarts and folitudes, in queft o f 
adventures, fully determined to lift my arm, and expofe my perfon to the 
greateft danger that my deftiny fliall decree, in behalf of the needy and 
opprefled.”

By this declaration, the travellers were convinced that the knight had loft 
his wits, and eafily perceived the fpecies of felly which had taken poffeffion 
of his brain, and which {truck them with the fame furprize that always 
feized thofe who became acquainted with our knight. Vivaldo, who was a 
perfon of diferetion, and a great deal o f archnefs, in order to travel agreeably 
the reft of the road which they had to go, till they fhould come to the place 
of interment, wanted to give him an opportunity of proceeding in his extra­
vagance, and in that view, faidtohim : “  Sir knight-errant, methinksyour 
worfhip profeftes one of the ftricteft orders upon earth, nay, I will affirm, 
more ftrict than that of the Carthufian friars.”

“  The order of the Carthufians, anfwered Don Quixote, may be as. 
ftrict, but, that it is as beneficial to mankind, I am within a hair’s breadth 
o f doubting ; for, to be plain with you, the foldier who executes his cap­
tain’s command, is no lefs valuable than the captain who gave the order .*■ 
I mean, that the monks pray to God for their fellow-creatures in peace and 
fafety ; but, we foldiers and knights put in execution that for which they 
pray by the valour of our arms, and the edge of our fwords; living under 
no other cover than the cope of heaven, fet up in a manner as marks for 
the intolerable heat of the fun in fummer, and the chilling breath of frofty 
w inter: we are therefore God’s minifters, and the arms by which he exe­
cutes his juftice upon earth; and as the circumftances o f war, and what has. 
the leaft affinity and concern with it, cannot be accompfifhed without fweat,. 
anxiety and fatigue; it follows, that thofe who profefs it, are doubtlefs 
more iuhject to toil than thofe who in reft and fecurity implore the favour 
of God for perfons who can do nothing for themfelves: not, that I would 
be thought to fay, or imagine, the condition o f a knight-errant is equal 
to that of a reclufe monk s I would only infer from what we fuffer, that it
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is without doubt more troublefome, more battered, more famifhed, more 
miferable, ragged and lo u fy ; for, the knights-errant o f pad: times, cer­
tainly underwent numberlefs misfortunes in the courfe o f their lives : and if  
fome o f them came to be emperors by the valour o f their arms, confidering 
the blood and fweat it cod them; in faith, it was a dear purchafe: and i f  
thofe who attained fuch a fupreme dation, had been without their fage en­
chanters to affid them, they might have been defrauded by their dcfires, 
and grievoufly baulked o f their expeditions.”

“  I  am very much o f your opinion, anfwered the traveller; but, there is 
one thing among you knights-errant, that I cannot approve of, and that is, 
when any great and dangerous adventure occurs, in which you run a mani- 
fed rilk o f loling your lives, in the indant o f engagement, you never think 
o f recommending your fouls to God, as every chridian ought to do on fuch 
occafions ; but, on the contrary, put up your petitions to your midrefles, 
with as much fervour and devotion as i f  they were your deities; a circum- 
dance which in my opinion fmells drong o f paganilm.” “  Sir, replied Don 
Quixote, that practice mud in no degree be altered; and woe be to that 
knight-errant who fhould do otherwife ; for, according to the practice 
and cudom o f chivalry, every knight, when he is upon the point o f atchiev- 
ing fome great feat, mud call up the idea o f his midrefs, and turning his 
eyes upon her with all the gentlenefs o f love, implore, as it were, by his 
looks, her favour and protection in the doubtful dilemma in which he is 
about to involve him felf: nay, even tho’ no body fhould hear him, he is 
obliged to mutter between his teeth, an ejaculation, by which he heartily 
and confidently recommends himfelf to her good willies : and o f this prac­
tice we have innumerable examples in h id ory ; but, I would not have you 
think, that we are to forbear recommending ourfelves to God alfo ; there 
will be time and opportunity enough for that duty, in the courfe of 
adtion.”

“  But, neverthelefs, faidthe traveller, I have dill one fcruple remaining, 
which is, that I have often read o f a difpute between two knights, which 
proceeding to rage, from one wrord to another, they have turned about their 
deeds, to gain ground for a good career, and then, without any more cere­
mony, returned to the encounter at full gallop, recommending themfelves 
to their midrefles by the w a y ; and the common iflue o f fuch an engage­
ment is, that one o f them is thrown down by his horfe’s crupper, duck 
thro’ and thro’ with his adverfary’s lance, while the other, with diffi­
culty, avoids a fall by laying hold of his horfe’s main : now, I cannot 
comprehend how the dead man could have time to recommend himfelf to 
God, in the courfe of fo fud len an attack ; furely, it would have been better 
for his foul, if, indead o f the words he uttered in his career, he had put up
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a petition to heaven, according to the duty and obligation of every Chriftiarv* 
efpecially, as I take it for granted, that every knight-errant has not a mi­
ftrefs, for, all of them cannot be in love.” ** That’s impoffible, anfwered 
Don Quixote. I affirm, that there never could be a knight-errant without 
a miftrefs ; for, to be in love is as natural and peculiar to them, as the liars 
are to the heavens. I am very certain that you never read an hiftory that 
gives an account of a knight-errant without an am our; for, he that has 
never been in love, would not be held as a legitimate member, but fome 
adulterate brood, who had got into the fortrefs of chivalry, not thro’ the 
gate, but over the walls, like a thief in the night.”

“  Yet, notwithflanding, fa id the traveller, I have read that Don Galaor,. 
brother of the valiant Amadis de Gaul, never had any known miftrefs to 
whom he could recommend himfelf: and he was not difregarded, but looked 
upon as a fery valiant and famous knight.” “  Signor, anfwered our hero 
Don Quixote, one fwallow makes not a fpringt befides, to my certain know­
ledge, that knight was privately very much in love; indeed he made love 
to every handfome woman who came in his w ay ; for, that was his natu­
ral difpofition* which he by no means could refill: in fhort, it is very well 
attefted, that he had one miftrefs, whom he enthroned, as fovereign of his 
heart, and to whom he recommended himfelf with great caution and pri­
vacy, becaufe he piqued himfelf upon being a fecret knight.”

“  Since then it is eflential to every knight to be in love, we may conclude 
that your worfhip being of that profeffion, is no ftranger to that paffion j 
and if you do not value yourfelf upon being as fecret a knight as Don G a­
laor, I earneftly entreat you, in behalf of myfelf, and the reft of the com­
pany, to tell us the name, country, ftation and qualities o f your miftrefs, 
who mud think herfelf extremely happy in refle<5ling that all the world 
knows, how much fhe is beloved and adored by fo valiant a knight as your 
worfhip appears to be.”

Here, Don Quixote uttered a grievous figh, faying : “  I am not pofi- 
tiveiy certain, whether or not that beauteous enemy of mine takes piea*- 
fure in the world’s knowing I am her have; this only I can fay, in anfwer 
to the queftion you afked, with fo much civility, that her name is Dulci- 
nea ; her native country a certain part of Valencia called Tobofoj her fta­
tion muft at leaft be that of a princefs, fince fhe is queen and lady of my 
foul; her beauty fupeinatural, in that it juftifies all thofe inpoffible and 
chimerical attributes of excellence, which the poets bellow upon their 
nymphs; her hair is o f gold, her forehead the Elyfian fields, her eyebrows 
heavenly arches, her eyes themfelves funs, her cheeks rofes, her lips of coral, 
her teeth of pearl, her neck alabafter, her breaft marble, her hands ivory, her 
fkin whiter than fnow, and thofe parts which decency, conceals from human
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view, are fuch, according to my belief and apprehenfion, as difcretion ought 
to inhance above all comparifon.”

“  I wilh we knew her lineage, race, and family,” replied Vivaldo. T o  this 
hint the knight anfwered, “  She is not defcended o f the antient Caii, Cur- 
tii, and Scipios o f Rome, nor o f the modern Colonas and Urfmi, nor o f 
the Moncadas and Requefenes o f Catalonia, much lefs o f the Rebellas and 
Villanovas o f Valencia j or the Palafaxes, Nucas, Rocabertis, Corellas, L u ­
nas, Alagones, Urreas, Fozes and Gurreas o f Arragon, or the Cerdas, M an- 
riquez, Mendozas and Gufmans of Caftile,. or the Alencaftros, Pallas ami 
Menefis o f Portu gal: but,, flie fprung from the family o f Tobofo de L a  
Mancha, a lineage, which tho’ modern, may give a noble rife to the molt 
illuftrious families of future ages; and let no man contradict what I fay, 
except upon the conditions exprdled in that infcription placed by Cerbino 
under the trophy o f Orlando’s arms.

T hat knight alone thefe arms fhall move,.
W ho dares Orlando’s prowefs prove * .

f‘ Altho’ I myfelf am defcended from the -f- Cachopines o f Laredo, faid 
the traveller, I won’t prefume to compare with that o f Tobofo de L a  M an­
cha ; tho’, to be plain with you, I never before heard o f any fuch genera­
tion.” “  How, not heard 1”  replied Don Quixote. The reft o f the com­
pany jogged on, liftening with great attention to this difcourfe, and all o f 
them, even the very goatherds, by this time, were convinced, that our 
knight’s judgment was grievoufl’y impaired. Sancho alone believed that every 
thing his mafter faid was tru e ; becaufe he knew his family, and had been 
acquainted with himfelf from his cradle. The only doubt that he enter­
tained, was of this fame beautiful Dulcinea del Tobofo ; for, never had 
fuch a name or fuch a princefs come within the fphere of his obfervation, 
altho’ he lived in the neighbourhood o f that place.
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* When a knight challenged the whole world, he wore an emprize, confiding of a gold chain, or fome 
other badge of love and chivalry; and fometimes this emprize was fixed in a public place, to attrad the at- 
tention of Grangers; when any perfon accepted the challenge for a trial of chivalry, called the combat of 
courtefy, he touched this emprize; but, if he tore it away, it was confidered as a refoliition to fight the 
owner to extremity or outrance. The combat of courtefy is dill pra&ifed by our prize-fighters and boxers, 
who fliake hands before the engagement, in token of love.

But no defiance of this kind could be either publilhed or accepted without the permiflion of the prince, 
at whole court the combatants chanced to be. Accordingly we are told by Oliver de La Marche, that the 
lord of Ternant having publilhed a defianceat the court of Burgundy, in the year H4$, Galiot alked the. 
duke’s permiflion to touch the challenger’s emprize; which being granted, he advanced and touched it, 
faying to the bearer, while he bowed very low, “ Noble knight, 1 touch your emprize, and, with God's 
permiflion, will do my utmofl to fulfil your defire either on horfeback or on foot.” The lord of Ternant 
humbly thanked him for his condefcenfion, faid he was extremely welcome, aud promifed to fend him. 
that fame day a cartel, mentioning the arms they Ihould ufe.

f  Cachopines-is the name given to tha Europeans by the Indians of Mexico.
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While they travelled along, converting in this manner, they perceived 
about twenty fhepherds defcending thro’ a cleft made by two high moun­
tains. They were all clad in jackets o f Iheep-lkin, covered with black wool, 
and each of them crowned with a garland, which was compofed, as we af­
terwards learned, partly of cyprefs, and partly o f yew : fix o f the foremoft 
carried a bier; upon which they had ftrewed a variety o f branches and 
flowers. And this was no fooner perceived by one o f the goatherds, than 
he faid, “  Thefe are the people who carry the corps of Chryfoftom, and the 
foot of that mountain is the place where he ordered himfelf to be interred.”

Upon this information, they made hafte, and came up juft at the time 
that the bearers having laid down the body, began to dig the grave with 
pick-axes on one fide o f a flinty rock. They received our travellers with 
great courtefy, and Don Quixote, with his company, went towards the bier, 
to look at the dead body, which was covered with flowers, clad in lhep- 
herds weeds, and feemingly thirty years old. Notwithftanding he was dead, 
they could plainly perceive, that he had been a man of an engaging afpeCf, 
and genteel ftature; and could not help wondering at the fight o f a great 
many papers both fealed and loofe, that lay round him in the coffin.

While the new-comers were obferving this phaenomenon, and the fhep- 
herds bufied in digging a grave, a wonderful and univerfal filence prevailed, 
till fuch time as one o f the bearers faid to another : “  Confider, Ambrofio, 
i f  this be the very fpot which Chryfoftom mentioned, that his laft will 
may be punctually fulfilled.” “  This, anfwered Ambrofio, is the very place 
in which my unhappy friend has often recounted to me the ftory o f his 
misfortunes. Here it was, he firft beheld that mortal enemy o f human 
race ; here alfo did he firft declare his amorous and honourable intention j 
and here, at laft, did Marcella fignify her difguft and difdain, which put 
an end to the tragedy of his wretched life : and in this place, as a mo­
nument o f his milhap, did he defire to be depofited in the bowels o f eter­
nal oblivion.”

Then addreffing himfelf to Don Quixote, and the travellers, he thus pro­
ceeded: “ This corfe, gentlemen, which you behold with compaffionate eyes, 
was the habitation of a foul, which poflefled an infinite fliare o f the riches 
o f heaven: this is the body of Chryfoftom, who was a man o f unparalelled 
genius, the pink of courtefy and kindnefs; in friendfhip, a very phcenix, 
liberal without bounds, grave without arrogance, gay without meannefs; 
and, in fhort, fecond to none in every thing that was good, and without 
fecond in all that was unfortunate. He loved, and was abhorred; he adored, 
and was difdained ; he implored a favage j he importuned a ftatue j he 
hunted the wind , cued aloud to the defart j he was a Have to the moft un­
grateful of women j and the frmt o f his fervitude was death, which over-
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took him in the middle o f his career: in ftiort, he perifhed by the cruelty 
o f a fihepherdefs, whom he has eternifed in the memory o f all the people 
in this country > as thefe papers, which you gaze at would fhew, i f  he had 
not ordered me to commit them to the flames as foon as his body fhall be 
depofited in the earth.”

“  You will ufe them then with more cruelty and rigour, faid Vivaldo, 
than that o f the author himfelf: feeing it is neither juft nor convenient to 
fulfil the will o f any man, provided it be unreafonable. Auguftus Csefar 
would have been in the wrong, had he contented to the execution o f what 
the divine Mantuan ordered on his death-bed. Wherefore, fignor Ambrofio, 
while you commit the body o f your friend to the earth, you ought not like- 
wife to confign his writings to oblivion ; nor perform indifcreetly, what lie- 
in his affliction ordained: on the contrary, by publifhing thefe papers,you 
ought to immortalize the cruelty o f Marcella, that it may ferve as an ex­
ample in time to come, and warn young men to fhun and avoid fuch dan­
gerous precipices : for, I, and the reft of this company, already know the 
hiftory of that enamoured and unhappy friend, the nature o f your friend- 
fliip, the occafion o f his death, together with the orders that he left upon 
his death-bed: from which lamentable ftory, it is eafy to conclude, how 
exceflive muft have been the cruelty o f Marcella, the love o f Chryfoftom, 
the faith o f your friendfhip, and the check which thofe receive, who preci­
pitately run thro’ the path exhibited to them by idle and mifchievous love. 
Laft night, we understood the death o f Chryfoftom, who, we were in­
formed, was to be buried in this place ; and therefore, out o f curiofity and 
concern, have turned out o f our way, refolving to come, and fee with our 
eyes, what had affected us fo much in the hearing: and in return for that 
concern, and the defire we felt in remedying it, i f  it had been in our power, 
we intreat thee, O difcreet Am brofio! at leaft, for my own part, I beg o f 
thee not to burn thefe papers, but, allow me to preferve fome o f them.”

Accordingly, without flaying for an anfwer, he reached out his hand, 
and took fome of thofe that were neareft h im : which Ambrofio perceiving, 
faid, “  Out of civility, fignor, I will confent to your keeping what you have 
taken u p ; but to think that I will fail to bum  the reft, is a vain fuppofi- 
tion.” Vivaldo being defirous o f feeing the contents, immediately opened 
one, intitled, A fong of defpair : which Ambrofio hearing, faid, “  That is the 
laft poem my unhappy friend compofed ; and that you may fee, fignor, to 
what a pafs his misfortunes had reduced him, read it aloud, and you’ll 
have time enough to finilh it before the grave be made !” “  That I  will do 
with all my heart,” faid Vivaldo, and every body prefent being feized with, 
the fame defire, they flood around him in a circle, and he read what fol- 
lows, with an audible voice.
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A  S O N  G  o f Defpair.

I.

S I N C E  then, thy pleafure, cruel maid !
Is, that thy rigour and difdain 

Should be from clime to clime convey’d ;
All hell fhall aid me to complain !

The torments o f my heart to tell,
- And thy atchievements to record,
M y voice fhall raife a dreadful yell,

M y bowels burft at every w ord:
Then liften to the baleful found

That iffues from my throbbing breaft,
Thy pride, perhaps, it may confound,

And yield my madd’ning foul fome reft.
II.

Let the fnake’s hifs and wolf’s dire howl,
The bull’s harfh note, the lyon’s roar,

The boding crow and fcreeching owl,
The tempeft rattling on the fhore,

The monfter’s fcream, the turtle’s moan,
The fhrieks of the infernal crew,

Be mingled with my dying groan,
A  concert terrible and new !

The hearer’s fenfes to appall,
And reafon from her throne depofe j 

Such melody will fuit the gall
That from my burning liver flows !

III.
Old Tagus with his yellow hair,

And Betis with her olive wreath,
Shall never echo fuch defpair,

Or liften to fuch notes of death,
As here I ’ll utter and repeat,

From hill to dale, from rock to cave,
In wilds untrod by human feet,

In dungeons dreary as the grave.
The beafts of prey that fcour the plain,

Shall thy more favage nature know,
The fpacious earth refound my ftrain ;

Such is the privilege o f woe !
IV .



IV .
Difdain is death, and doubt o’erturns 

T he patience o f the firmed: m ind;
But, jealoufy ftill fiercer burns,

Like all the flames o f hell combin’d !
The horrors o f that curfed fiend,

In abfence to diftra&ion rage,
And all the fuccour hope can lend,

The direful pangs will not afliiage.
Such agonies will furely kill j

Yet, Tpite o f abfence, doubts and fcorn,
I live a miracle, and ftill

Thofe deadly flames within me burn !
V.

Hope’s fliadow ne’er refrefh’d my view, 
Defpair attends with wakeful ftrife j 

The firft let happier fwains purfue,
The laft my confort is for life.

Can hope and fear at once prevail,
W hen fear on certainty is fed ?

T o  fliut mine eyes will nought avail,
W hen thunder burfts around my head. 

W hen cold difdain in native dye,
Appears, and falfehood’s cunning lore 

Perverts the tale of truth, fhall I 
Againft defpondence fhut the door ?

VI.
0  jealoufy ! love’s tyrant lord,

And thou foul-chilling, dire difdain !
Lend me the dagger and the cord,

T o  ftab remembrance, ftrangle pain.
1 die bereft o f hope in death,

Yet ftill thofe are the freeft fouls,
(I ’ll vouch it with my lateft breath)

W hom love’s old tyranny controuls.
M y fatal enemy is fair,

In body and in mind, I ’ll fay,
And I  have earn’d the woes I bear:

By rigour love maintains the fway.
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VII.
With this opinion let me fall 

A  prey to unrelenting fcorn j 
No fun’ral pomp fhall grace my pall,

No laurel my pale coarfe adorn.
O thou! whofe cruelty and hate 

The tortures o f my bread proclaim,
Behold how willingly to fate 

I offer this devoted frame.
I f  thou, when I am pad all pain,

Should’d  think my fall deferves a tear,
Let not one fingle drop didain 

Thofe eyes fo killing and fo clear.
VIII.

No ! rather let thy mirth difplay 
The joys that in thy bofom flow ;

Ah ! need I bid that heart be gay 
Which always triumph’d in my woe.

Come then, for ever barr’d of blifs,
Ye, who with ceafelefs torment dwell,

And agonifing, howl and hifs 
In the profoundefl fliades o f hell;

Come, Tantalus, with raging third:,
Bring, Syfiphus, thy rolling done,

Come, Titius, with thy vulture curd,
Nor leave Ixion rack’d, alone:

IX.
The toiling fiders too, fliall join,

And my fad, folemn dirge repeat,
When to the grave my friends confign 

Thefe limbs deny’d a winding fheet j 
Fierce Cerberus fhall clank his chain,

In chorus with chimaeras d ire:
What other pomp, what other drain 

Should he who dies of love, Require ?
Be hufh’d my fong, complain no more 

O f her whofe pleafure gave thee birth j 
But let the forrows I deplore

Sleep with me in the filent earth.
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This ditty o f Chryfoftom was approved by all the hearers; but, he who 
read it, obferved, that it did not fcem to agree with the report he had 
heard o f Marcella’s virtue and circumfpe&ion ; inafmuch as the author 
complained o f jealoufy, abfence and fufpicion, which tended to the pre­
judice o f her morals and reputation. T o  this objection, Ambrofio, as 
one that was acquainted with the moft fecret fentiments of his friend, an- 
fwered, “  Signor, for your fatisfaftion in this point, it is neceffary you 
fhould know, that the forlorn fhepherd >compofed this fong in the abfence 
o f Marcella, from whofe prefence he had gone into voluntary exile, in 
order to try if  he could reap the ufual fruits o f abfence, and forget the 
caufe of his defpair j and as one in that fituation, is apt to be fretted 
by every circumftance, and invaded by every apprehenfion ; poor Chryfo­
ftom was harafted by groundlefs jealoufy and imaginary fears, which tor­
mented him as much as i f  they had been re a l; for which reafon, this cir- 
cumftance ought not to invalidate the fame o f Marcella’s virtue, againft 
which, exclufive o f her cruelty, arrogance and difdain, envy itfelf hath 
not been able to lay the leaft imputation.”

“  That may be very true,” replied Vivaldo, who being about to read 
another o f the papers he had faved from the flames, was diverted from 
his purpofe by a wonderful vifion, for fuch it feemed, that all o f a fudden, 
prefented itfelf to their eyes. This was no other than the fliepherdefs 
Marcella, who appeared upon the top o f the rock, juft above the grave 
they were digging, fo beautiful that fhe furpalfed all report. Thofe who 
had never feen her before, gazed with filent admiration ; nor were the 
reft who had been accuftomed to fee her, lefs aftoniflied at her appearance. 
But, no fooner did Ambrofio perceive her, than with indignation in his 
looks, he cried :

“  Cornell: thou hither, fierce bafilifk o f thefe m ountains! to fee i f  the 
wounds o f this unhappy youth whom thy cruelty hath flain, will bleed 
at thy approach ? or art thou come to rejoice in the exploits o f thy bar­
barity, and from the top o f that mountain, behold, like another Nero, 
the flames which thy impiety hath kindled ? or inhumanely to trample upon 
this unfortunate coarfe, as the unnatural daughter infulted the dead body 
o f her father Tarquin ? Tell us at once, the caufe of thy approach, and 
deign to fignify thy pleafure, that I who know how devoutly Chryfoftom 
obeyed thee, when alive, may, now that he is dead, difpofe his friends to 
yield the fame obedience.”

“  I come not, anfwered Marcella, for any o f the purpofes you have 
mentioned, Ambrofio j but, rather perfonally to demonftrate how unrea- 
fonably I am blamed for the death and fufferings of Chryfoftom. I beg 
therefore, that all prefent will give me the hearing, as it will be unne-

L  2 celfary

Chap. 5. DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a .' 75



ceflary to fpend much time, or wafle many words, to convince thofe that 
are unprejudiced, of the truth. “  Heaven, you fay, hath given me beauty, 
nay fuch a fhare of it, as compels you to love me, in fpite o f your re- 
folutions to the contrary 5 from whence you draw this inference, and in­
fill upon it, that it is my duty to return your paflion. By the help of 
that fmall capacity which nature has bellowed upon me, I know that 
which is beautiful is lovely5 but, I can by no means conceive, why the 
object which is beloved for being beautiful, is bound to be enamoured of 
it’s admirer : more efpecially, as it may happen that this fame admirer 
is an objedt of difguft and abhorrence 3 in which cafe, would it be reafon- 
able in him to fay, “  I love thee becaufe thou art beautiful, and thou 
mull favour my pallion, although I am deformed ? But, granting the 
beauty equal on both fides, it does not follow, that the defires ought to 
be m utual; for, all forts o f beauty do not equally affedl the fpedlator 3 
fome, for example, delighting the eye only, without captivating the heart. 
And well it is for mankind, that things are thus difpofed 3 otherwife, 
there would be a Itrange perplexity and confufion of defires, without 
power of diflinguifhing and choofing particular objedls3 for, beauty be­
ing infinitely diverfified, the inclination would be infinitely divided: and 1 
have heard, that true love mull be undivided and unconftrained : i f  this 
be the cafe, as I believe it is, why fliould I conflrain my inclination, when 
I am under no other obligation fo to do, but your faying that you are in 
love with me ? Otherwife, tell me, i f  heaven that made me handfome, 
had created me a monller of deformity, fliould I have had caufe to com­
plain of you for not loving me ? Befides, you are to confider, that I did 
not choofe the beauty I poflefsj fuch as it is, God was pleafed o f his own 
free will and favour to bellow it upon me, without any follicitation on 
my part. Therefore, as the viper deferves no blame for its lling, although 
it be mortal, becaufe it is the gift of nature 3 neither ought I to be re­
viled for being beautiful: for, beauty in a virtuous woman, is like a di- 
ftant flame, and a lharp fword afar off, which prove fatal to none but 
thofe who approach too near them. Honour and virtue are the orna­
ments of the foul 3 without which the body, though never fo handfome, 
ought to feem u gly : i f  challity then be one of the virtues which chiefly 
adorns and beautifies both body and foul, why fliould fhe that is beloved,_  
lofe that jewel for which fhe is chiefly beloved, meerly to fatisfy the appe­
tite o f one who, for his own felfifh enjoyment, employs his whole care and 
induflry to deflroy it ? I was born free, and to enjoy that freedom, have 
I chofen the folitude of thefe fields. The trees on thefe mountains are my 
companions 3 and I have no other mirrour than the limpid fireams o f thefe 
cryflal brooks. With the trees and the fireams I fhare my contemplation

and
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and ray beauty : I  am a diftant flame and a fword afar o f f : thofe whom 
my eyes have captivated my tongue has undeceived; and i f  hope be the 
food o f dcfire, as I gave none to Chryfoftom or to any other perfon, fo 
neither can his death nor that of any other of my admirers, be juftly 
imputed to my cruelty, but, rather, to their own obftinate defpair.. To 
thofe who obferve that his intentions were honourable; and that therefore 
I was bound to comply with them, I anfwer, when he declared the ho- 
nefty o f his defigns in that very fpot where now his grave is digging, I 
told him, my purpofe was to live in perpetual folitude, and let the earth 
alone enjoy the fruits o f my retirement, and the fpoils o f my beauty : 
Wherefore, i f  he, notwithftanding this my explanation, perfevered with­
out hope, and failed againft the w in d ; it is no wonder that he was over­
whelmed in the.gulph o f his raflmefs. Had I cajoled him, I fliould have 
been perfidious; had I gratified his inclination, I fliould have acted con­
trary to my own reafon and refolution. But, becaufe he perfifted after I 
had explained myfelf, and defpaired before he had caufe to think I abhor- 
ed him, I leave you to judge whether or not it be reafonable to lay his 
misfortune at my door. Let him whom I have deceived complain, and 
let him defpair to whom I have broke my promife : i f  I call upon any 
man, he may depend upon me, i f  I admit o f his addreffes, he may re­
joice in his fuccefs: but, why fliould I be Ailed a barbarous homicide by 
him whom I never foothed, deceived, called or admitted ? Hitherto hea­
ven has not thought fit that I fliould love by deftiny; and the world muft 
excufe me from loving by election. Let this general declaration ferve as 
an anfwer to all thofe who follicit me in particular, and henceforward 
give them to underftand, that whofoever dies for me, perifhea not by jea- 
loufy or difdain, for, file who never gave her love, can never give juft 
caufe o f jealoufy ; neither ought her plain-dealing to be interpreted into 
difdain. Let him who terms me a fierce bafililk, fnun me as an evil-being;, 
i f  any man thinks me ungrateful, let him refufe his fervices when I alk 
them. I f  I have difowned any one, let him renounce me in his turn, and 
let him who has found me cruel, abandon me in my diftrefs: this fierce 
bafililk, this ungrateful, cruel, fupercilious wretch, will neither feek, ferve, 
own, nor follow you in any fliape whatever. I f  Chryfoftom perifhed by 
the impatience o f his own extravagant defire, why fliould my innocent 
referve be inveighed againft ? I f  I have preferved my virginity in thefe de­
farts, why fliould he that loves me, wilh to fee me lole it among mankind !
I  have riches of my own, as you all know, and covet no man’s wealth.
I am free, and will not be fubjedted: I neither love nor hate any man : I 
do not cajole this one, nor teize that, nor do I joke with one or difcourfe 
with another; but, amufe myfelf with the care of my goats, and the in­
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nocent convention of the fliepherdefles belonging to the neighbouring 
villages. M y defires are bounded by thefe mountains; or if  my medita­
tion furpafles thefe bounds, it is only to contemplate the beauty o f the 
heavens, thofe fteps by which the foul afcends to it’s original manfion.’ 
So faying, without waiting for any reply, fhe turned her back, and va- 
nifhed into a thicket on a neighbouring mountain, leaving all that were 
prefent equally furprized with her beauty and difcretion.

Some of the byftanders being wounded by the powerful fhafts that were 
darted from her fair eyes, manifefted an inclination to follow her, with­
out availing themfelves of the ingenuous declaration they had heard ; which 
being perceived by Don Quixote, who thought this a proper occafion for 
exercifing his chivalry, in defence of diflxefl'ed damfels ; he laid his hand 
upon the hilt of his fword, and in a lofty and audible voice, pronounced, 
“  Let no perfon, o f whatfoever rank or degree, prefume to follow the 
beautiful Marcella, on pain of incurring my moft furious indignation. 
She has demonflxated, by clear and undeniable arguments, how little, if  
at all, flie is to be blamed for the death of Chryfoftom; and how averfe 
fhe is to comply with the defires of any of her admirers; for which rea- 
fon, inftead of being purfued and perfecuted, fhe ought to be honoured 
and efleemcd by all virtuous men, as the only perfon in the univerfe, who 
lives in fuch a chafle and laudable intention.” Whether it was owing to 
thefe menaces of the knight, or to the advice of Ambrofe, who defired 
them to perform the laft office to their deceafed friend, not one o f the 
fhepherds attempted to ffir from the fpot, until the grave being finifhed, 
and the papers burnt, the body of poor Chryfoftom was interred, not 
without abundance of tears filed by his furviving companions. The grave 
was fecured by a large fragment of the rock which they rolled upon it, 
’till fuch time as a tomb-ftone could be made, under the diredlion o f Am­
brofe, who was refolved to have the following epitaph engraved upon it.

The body of a wretched fwain,
K ill’d by a cruel maid’s difdain,

In this cold bed neglefled lies.
He liv’d, fond haplefs youth! to prove,

T h ’ inhuman tyranny of love,
Exerted in Marcella’s Eyes.

Having ftrewed the place with a profufion of flowers and branches, 
every body prefent condoled, and took leave o f the affli&ed executor; 
and Don Quixote bad farewell to his kind landlords, as well as to 
the travellers, who would have perfuaded him to accompany them to Se- 
vil, which, they faid, was a city fo well adapted for adventures, that they

occurred
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occurred in every ftreet, nay at the corner o f every blind alley. Our hero 
thanked them moft courteoufly for their advice, and the inclination they 
expreffed to give him pleafure; but, alfured them, he neither could nor 
would fet out for Sevil, until he fhould have cleared thefe defarts o f the 
robbers and banditti, o f whom they were reported to be full.

The travellers feeing him thus laudably determined, importuned him 
no further, but, taking leave o f him anew, purfued their journey, during 
which, they did not fail to difeufs the ftory o f Marcella and Chryfoftom, 
as well as the madnefs o f Don Quixote, who on his part, refolved to 
go in queft o f the fhepherdefs, and offer her all the fervice in his power : 
but, this fcheme did not turn out according to his expectation; as will be 
related in the courfe o f this faithful hiftory, the fecond book of which, 
is here concluded.
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LIFE and A T C HI E V E M E NTS

O f the Sage and Valiant K n i g h t

D O N  Q J J I X O T E  D e l a  M a n c h a ,

B O O K  III.

C H A P .  I.

Wherein is recounted the unlucky adventure which happened to Don 
Quixote, in meeting with certain unmerciful Yanguefians.

p —a —^  H E  fage Cid Hamet Benengeli relates, that Don Quixote, hav­
ing bid adieu to his entertainers, and to all who were prefent at 

i the funeral of the fhepherd Chryfoftom, entered, with his fquire, 
the fame wood to which Marcella had retreated; where, when 

they had wandered about upwards of two hours, without feeing her, they 
chanced to find themfelves in a delightful fpot, overgrown with verdant 
grafs, and watered by a cool and pleafant ftream ; which was fo inviting 
as to induce them to ltay in it, during the heat of the day, that now be­
gan to be very fultry; the knight and fquire therefore, difmounting, and 
leaving the afs and Rozinante at pleafure to regale themfelves with the rich 
pafture, emptied their knapfack, and without any ceremony, attacked the 
contents, which they ate together like good friends, laying afide all vain 
diftin&ion of matter and man.

Sancho had been at no pains to tether Rozinante, fecure as he thought, 
in knowing him to be fo meek and peaceable, that all the mares in the 
meadows of Cordova, could not provoke his concupifcence. Chance, 
however, or the devil, who is not often found napping, ordered it fo, as 
that a drove of Gallician fillies belonging to certain Yanguefian carriers, 
happened at that very inttant, to be feeding in the fame valley for, it be­

ing
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ing the cudom of thefe people to halt and refrefh themfelves and their beads 
in places where there is plenty o f water and grafs, they could not have lighted 
on a more convenient l'pot than that where Don Quixote chanced to be. It 
was then that Rozinante, feized with an inclination to folace himfelf with 
fome o f thofe fkittifh females, no fooner had them in the wind, than de­
viating from his natural difpofition and accudomed deliberation, without 
alking leave o f his lord and mailer, he went off at a fmall trot, to commu­
nicate his occafions to the objedls o f his defire. But they, it feems, more 
fond o f their pailure, than o f his addrefles, received him fo uncivilly with 
their hoofs and teeth, that in a twinkling, his girth was broke, his faddle 
kicked off, and he himfelf remained in cuerpo. But, what he chiefly dif­
fered was from the carriers, who feeing violence ofi'ered to their mares, 
ran to their afliflance with long Haves, which they exercifed upon him fo 
unmercifully, that he fell proftrate to the ground, almoft battered to death.

The knight and Sancho feeing their deed thus badinadoed, made all the 
hade they could to his refcue j the former addrefling the latter in this man­
ner, “  I  perceive, friend Sancho, that thefe are no knights, but fellows of low 
degree and infamous defcent: this particular I mention, becaufe thou mayefl 
now aflifl me, in taking jud vengeance upon them, for the injury they have 
done to Rozinante before my face.” “  W hat a devil o f vengeance can we 
pretend to take, anfwered the fquire, when they are more than twenty, 
and we but two ? nay, I believe, i f  it was put to the trial, no better than 
one and a half.” “  I myfelf am worth an hundred o f fuch vagabonds,” 
cried Don Quixote j and, without uttering another fyllable, he unflieath’d 
his fword, and aflaulted the Yanguefians, being feconded by Sancho, who 
differed himfelf to be rouzed and encouraged by the example o f his m ader: 
and indeed the knight lent the firft iie met with fuch a hearty droke, as 
laid open a leathern jacket he wore, together with a large portion of his 
fhoulder.

The carriers feeing themfelves thus maltreated by two men only, took the 
benefit o f their numbers, and ran to fudain one another with their Haves, 
then furrounding the two aflailants, began to drum upon their carcafes with 
infinite eagernefs and dexterity. True it is, at the fecond application, San­
cho fell to the earth : a misfortune that alio happened to his m ader; who, 
in fpite o f all his own addrefs, together with the alliilance o f his good 
friend, fbon found himfelf dretched at the feet of Rozinante, who had not 
as yet been able to rife : from whence we may learn, what furious execu­
tion is often done by pack-daves, when managed by the hands of fuch en­
raged clowns.

The carriers perceiving the havock they had made, thought proper to 
load again with all difpatch, and purfue their journey, leaving our adven-
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tarers in miferable plight and doleful dilemma. The firft that recovered 
the ufe of his fenfes, was Sancho Panza, who finding himfelf laid along by 
the fide of his mafter, pronounced, with a weak and lamentable voice, “  Sir 
Don Quixote ! ah Sir Don Quixote !” W hat wouldfl thou have, brother San­
cho ?” replied the knight, in the lame feeble and complaining tone. “  I wifh, 
refiimed Sancho, your worlhip would, if  it be poflible, comfort me with a 
couple of gulps of that fame balfam made by fairy bias, i f  you have got 
any of it about yo u : perhaps it may be ferviceable in bruifes and broken 
bones, as well as in wounds and running fores.” “  Would to God I had it 
here, unfortunate wight that I am ! cried Don Quixote, but I fwear to thee 
Sancho, on the faith of a knight-errant, that e’er two days pafs, if  fome 
mifchievous accident does not intervene, I will have it my poffeflion, if  my 
hands do not very much mifgive me.” “  In how many days does your wor- 
fhip think we (hall be able to move our feet ?” laid the fquire. “  W ith re­
gard to myfelf, anfwered the battered knight, I really cannot fix any num­
ber of days; but this I know, that I alone am to blame for what has hap­
pened, in condefcending to ufe my fword againft antagonifts, who were not 
dubbed and knighted like myfelf. I therefore firmly believe, that as a pu- 
nifhment for having tranfgrelfed the laws o f chivalry, the God of battles hath 
permitted me to receive this difgraceful chaftifement: for which reafon, bro­
ther Sancho, it is proper that thou fhouldft be apprifed o f what I am going 
to fay, as it may be o f great importance to the fafety o f us both : whenever 
thou fhalt fee us infulted or aggrieved for the future, by fuch rafcally fcum, 
thou fhalt not wait for my drawing upon them, for I will in no fhape 
meddle with fuch unworthy foes; but, lay thy hand upon thy fword, and 
with thy own arm, chaftife them to thy heart’s content: but fhould any 
knights make up to their defence and affiffance, then fhall I know how to 
protect thee, and afiault them with all my m ight; and thou art already con­
vinced, by a thoufand amazing proofs, how far extends the valour of this 
my invincible arm.” So arrogant was the poor knight become, bv his vic­
tory over the valiant Bifcayan.

This wholefome advice, however, was not fo much relifhed by Sancho, 
but that he replied, “  Sir, I am a quiet, meek, peaceable man, and can di- 
geft any injury, be it never fo hard; for, 1 have a wife and fmall children to 
maintain and bring u p : wherefore, let me alfo apprize, (tho’ I cannot lay 
my commands upon your worlhip) that I will in no lhape whatever, ufe 
my fword againft either knight or knave; and that henceforward, in the 
fight of God, I forgive all injuries, part, prefent, or to come, which I have 
already received, at this prefent time fuffer, or may hereafter undergo, from 
any perfon whatfoever, high or low, rich or poor, gentle or fimple, with­
out exception to rank or circumftance.” .
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His matter hearing this declaration, anfwered, “  I wifh the grievous pain 
I  feel in this rib, would abate a little, fo as that I could fpeak for a few mo­
ments with eafe, and convince thee o f thy damnable error, Panza. Hark 
ye me, finner! fuppofe the gale o f fortune, which hath been hitherto fo ad- 
verfe, fhould change in our favour, and fwelling the fails of our defire, 
conduCt us fafely, without the leaft impediment, into the haven o f fome 
one o f thofe iflands which I have promifed thee: what would become of 
thy wretched affairs, if, after I had won and given it into thy poffettion, 
thou fhouldft fruftrate my intention, by thy lack o f knighthood, ambition, 
valour and courage to revenge thy wrongs, or defend thy government ? for,
I would have thee to know, that in all new conquered kingdoms or pro­
vinces, the friends o f their natural matters are never fo quiet or reconciled 
to their new fovereign, as to diipel all fear of fome frefh infurreCtion, to al­
ter the government again, and as the faying is, T ry  fortune once more: it 
is therefore requifite, that the new polfeffor fhould have underftanding to 
govern, refolution to punifh, and valour to defend himfelf, in cafe o f any 
fuch accident.”

“  In this laft accident which hath befallen us, faid Sancho, I wifh the 
Lord had pleafed to give me that fame underftanding and valour your wor- 
fhip mentions: but, I proteft, upon the word o f a poor finner, that I am at 
prefent more fit for a fearcloth than fuch converfation. See if  your wor­
ship can make fhift to rife, and then we will give fome aftiftance to Rozi- 
nante, tho’ it be more than he deferves; for, he was the principal caufe of 
all this plaguy ribroafting: never could I believe fuch a thing o f Rozinante, 
who, I always thought, was as chafte and fober a perfon as m yfelf: but, this 
verifies the common remark, that you mutt keep company along time with 
a man, before you know him thoroughly; and that there is nothing cer­
tain in this life. W ho could have thought, that thofe huge back-ftrokes 
your worfhip dealt fo heartily to the unlucky traveller, would be followed, 
as it were, poll hafte, by fuch a mighty temped: o f blows, as juft now dis­
charged itfelf upon our fhoulders.” “  Thy carcafe, Sancho, faid Don 
Quixote, was formed for enduring fuch rough weather; but, my limbs 
were tenderly nurfed in foft wool and fine linen; and therefore mutt feel 
more fenfibly the pain o f this difcomfiture: and if I did not believe (believe, 
faid I) i f  I were not certain, that all thefe inconveniencies are infeparably 
annexed to the exercile o f arms, I would lie ftill where I am, and die with 
pure vexation.”

T o  this proteftation, the fquire replied, “  Seeing thefe misfortunes are 
the natural crops o f chivalry, pray good your worfhip, do they happen at 
all times o f the year, or only fall at an appointed feafon; becaufe, in my 
limple conjecture, two fuch harvefts will leave us altogether incapable o f
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reaping a third, if  God, of his infinite mercy, will not be pleafed to fend us 
extraordinary fuccour.” “  Thou mull know, friend Sancho, anfwered 
Don Quixote, that the life o f  a knight-errant is fubjedt to a thoufand dan­
gers and milhaps j but then, he enjoys the felf-fame chance of being a king 
or emperor, as experience demonffrates to have been the cafe of divers and fun- 
dry knights, the hiftory of whole lives I am perfectly well acquainted with ; 
and I could now relate, if  this pain would give me leave, the fortunes of fome, 
who, by their valour alone, have rifen to that fupreme degree: and thofe 
very perfons, both before and after their fuccefs, have undergone various 
calamities and affli<5lion ; witnefs the valiant Amadis de Gaul, who faw 
himfelf in the power of his mortal enemy Arcalaus the enchanter, o f whom 
it is pofitively affirmed, that while the knight was his prifoner, he caufed 
him to be bound to a pillar in his court-yard, and gave him two hundred 
ftripes with the reins of his horfe s bridle. There is likewife a certain fe- 
cret author of no l'mall credit, who relates that the knight of the fun was 
caught in a trap in a certain caftle, and falling, found himfelf tied hand and 
foot in a deep dungeon below ground, where was adminiftred unto him, 
one o f thofe things they call glyfters, compofed of fand and water, which 
had well nigh cold him his life ; and if  he had not been fuccoured in that 
perilous conjuncture, by a fage who was his good friend, the poor knight 
would have fared very ill. Wherefore, what hath happened to me, may ea- 
fily pafs imheeded, among thofe much greater affronts, that fuch worthy 
people have undergone: befides, I would have thee know, Sancho, that it 
is never reckoned an affront, to be wounded by thofe inftruments which are 
eafually in the hands of our enemies; for, it is exprefly mentioned in the 
laws of duelling, that if  a fhoemaker beats a man with the laft he has by 
accident in his hand, the man cannot properly be faid to be cudgelled, al- 
tho’ the faid laft was made of wood. This particular I mention, that thou 
mayft not fuppofe us affronted, altho’ we have been mauled in this unlucky 
fray ; for, the weapons with which thofe men threfhed us fo feverely, were 
no other than their own pack (laves; and fo far as I can remember, there 
was neither tuck, poignard nor fivord among them.”

“  They did not give me time, anfwered Sancho, to make any fuch ob- 
fervationj for fcarce had I laid my fingers upon m y* Toledo, when there 
rained a fhower of cudgels upon my poor fhoulders, that banifhed the light 
from my eyes, and ftrength from my feet, and laid me flat upon the fpot 
where 1 now lie, not fo much concerned about thinking whether this drubb­
ing be an affront or not, as about the intolerable pain of the blows, which 
remain imprinted upon my memory as well as upon my carcafe.” “  Not-

* Tizona, which is the word in the original, is a romantic name given, to the fworxl that belonged to 
Roderick Diaz de Bivar, the famous Spanilh general againft the Moors.

withftanding
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withstanding all this complaining, faid the knight, I aver, brother Sancho, 
that there is no remembrance which time does not efface, nor pain that death 
does not r e m o v e “  And pray, what greater misfortune can there be, an- 
fwered Sancho, than that which nothing but time can remove, or death 
put a flop to ? I f  this mifhap o f ours were fuch a one as might be cured 
with a couple o f fnips o f cerecloth, it would not be altogether fo vexatious; 
but, fo far as I can fee, all the plaifter o f an hofpital, will not be lufftcient 
to fet us cleverly on our legs again.”

“  Truce with thy refle&ions, replied Don Quixote, and cohering ftrength 
out o f weaknefs, as I will endeavour to do, let us rife and examine Rozi- 
nante’s cafe; for, in all appearance, the poor beafl hath not fuffered the 
leaft part o f the misfortune.” “  That is not to be wondered at, faid the 
fquire, he being a knight-errant a lfo ; but, what furprifes me moft is, that 
my dapple fhould get off without paying his fcore, when we are fcored all 
over.” “  Deffiny, when one door is fhut, always leaves another open, as a 
refource in all calamities, faid Don Quixote: this I obferve, becaufe thy afs 
will now fupply the place o f Rozinante, and carry me from hence to fome 
caffle, where my wounds may be cured more efpecially, as fuch carriage 
will be no di(honour to chivalry; for, I remember to have read, that the 
good old Silenus, tutor and companion o f the jolly God o f mirth and wine, 
entered the city o f the hundred gates, lolling at his eafe upon a moft comely 
afs.” “  It may be very true, that he rode upon an afs, replied Sancho, 
but, there is fome difference, I apprehend, between riding and lying acrofs 
the beaft like a bag o f dirt.” T o  this obfervation, the knight anfwered, 
“  Thofe wounds which are received in battle, may well give, but can never 
deprive one o f honour: therefore, friend Sancho, do as I bid thee, without 
further rep ly; get up as well as thou can’ft, and lay me upon dapple juft 
as thou (halt find moft convenient, that we may be gone before night comes 
to furprife us in this unfrequented place.”

“  And yet, faid Sancho, I have heard your worfhip remark, that it is 
ufual for knights-errant to fleep upon commons and" heaths, the greateft 
part of the year; ay, and to be thankful for their good fortune in being 
able fo to do.” “  Yes, faid the knight, when they can do no better, or are 
in lo ve ; and this is fo true, that there was a knight who lay upon a bare rock, 
expofed to the fultry noon and midnight damps, with all the inclemencies 
o f the weather, during two whole years, before his miftrefs knew any thing 
o f the matter : this was no other than Amadis, who, affuming the name of 
Beltenebros, took up his quarters upon the naked rock, for the fpace of either 
eight years, or eight months, I really do not remember w hich; only that 
Jie  remained doing penance in that place, for fome difguft fhewn to him by 
his dame O riana: but, truce with this converfation, Sancho, and make

hafte,
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hafte, before fuch another accident can happen to thy bead:, as that which 
hath already befallen to Rozinante.”

« odds my life ! that would be the devil indeed, cried Sancho, who ut­
tering thirty ahs! and fixty oh’s! together with a hundred and fifty ola’s ! and 
curfes upon him who had brought him to that pafs, raifed himfelf up, tho 
he could not for his foul ftand upright, but in fpite of all his efforts, remained 
bent like a Turkifh bow, and in that attitude, with infinite labour, made fhift 
to equip his afs, which had alfo gone a little affray, prefuming upon the ex- 
ceflive licence of the time ; he then lifted up Rozinante, who, could he have 
found a tongue to complain with, would certainly have furpafied both his 
mafler and Sancho, in lamentation: in fhort, the fquire difpofed of Don 
Quixote upon the afs, to whofe tail Rozinante was tied; then taking his own 
dapple by the halter, jogged on fometimes fatter, fometimes flower, towards 
the place where he conjectured the high road to lie : and indeed, they had 
not exceeded a fhort league, when by good luck, which now feemed to take 
the management of their affairs, they arrived at the highway, and difco- 
vered an inn, which, to Sancho’s great grief, was mittaken for a cattle by the 
joyful knight. This difference of opinion, begat an obftinate difpute that 
lafted until they arrived at the place, into which Sancho immediately con­
veyed his cargo, without further expoftulation.

S6 The L I F E  art» A T C H I E V E M E N T S  of  Book III.
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The adventure that happened to this fagacious knight at the inn, which he
miftook for a cattle.

T H E innkeeper feeing Don Quixote laid athwart the afs, afked what 
was the matter? To which interrogation, Sancho replied,”  Nothing 

but a few bruifes which my matter has received in a fall from a rock in this 
neighbourhood.” The landlady, who differed in difpofition from moft of 
your innkeepers wives, being naturally charitable and fympathizing with 
the calamities of her fellow-creatures, came running to the relief o f the bat­
tered knight, and brought her daughter, who was a very handfome girl, 
to affift in taking care of her gueft. There was, in the fame houle, a lervant 
maid from the Afturies, remarkable for her capacious countenance, beetle- 
brow’d, flat-nofed, blind of one eye, and bleared in the other; true it is, 
the gentility of her fhape made amends for her other defers : fhe was fome- 
thing fhort of feven hands from head to foot, and moreover, encumbered fo 
much by her flioulders, that fhe was obliged to contemplate the duft be- 
jieath her feet, oftner than fhe could have wifhed.

This



This comely creature, with the affiftance o f the other damfel, made up a 
fort o f a forry bed for our hero in a garret, which gave evident tokens o f 
having been formerly an hay-loft, and in which, at that time, a certain car­
rier had taken up his quarters, in a bed o f his own making, a little on one 
fide o f our knight’s : and tho’ his couch was compofed o f the pannels and 
furniture o f his mules, it had greatly the advantage over Don Quixote’s, 
which confided only o f four rough boards, fupported on two benches o f 
unequal height, covered by a mattrefs fo thin, it might have palled for a 
quilt, and full o f knots, fo hard as to be miftaken for peeble-ftones, had 
not the wool appeared thro’ divers openings} with a couple of fheets made 
o f bull’s hide, and a blanket fo bare, that you might have counted every 
thread, without lofing one of the reckoning.

In this wretched bed, Don Quixote having laid himfelf down, was 
anointed from head to foot by the good woman and her daughter, while 
Maritornes (that was the Afturian’s name) flood hard by holding a light. 
The landlady, in the courfe o f her application, perceiving the knight’s 
whole body black and blue, obferved that thofe marks feemed rather the 
effects o f drubbing than o f a fa ll} but, Sancho affirmed fhe was miftaken } 
and that the marks in queftion, were occafioned by the knobs and corners 
o f the rocks, among which he fe ll : “  And now I think o f it, faid he, pray 
madam, manage matters fo as to leave a little o f your ointment, for it will 
be needed, I ’ll allure yo u } my own loins are none of the foundeft at prefent.” 
“  W h at! did you fall too ?” faid fhe. “  I can’t fay I did, anfwered the 
fquire, but, I was fo infected, by feeing my mafter tumble, that my whole 
body akes as much as if  I had been cudgelled without mercy.” “  That may 
very eafily happen, cried the daughter ! I myfelf have often dreamed that I 
was falling from a high tower, without ever coming to the ground} and 
upon waking, have felt myfelf bruifed and battered, as i f  I had adtually 
got a great fall.” “  Ah, miftrefs ! replied the fquire, here is the point; I, 
without dreaming at a ll} but, on the contrary, being as broad awake as I 
am this precious minute, found almoft as many marks upon my own ffioul- 
ders, as you have obferved upon thofe o f my mafter Don Quixote.” “  W hat 
is the name of that knight ?” faid the Afturian, “  Don Quixote de la M an­
cha, anfwered the fquire, he is a knight-adventurer} and one o f the greateft 
and moft valiant that have been feen in this world for many ages.” “  And 
what is a knight-adventurer,” refumed the wench. “  Are you fuch a fuck- 
ling as not to know that ? cried Sancho} well, I ’ll tell you, miftrefs o f mine, 
a knight-adventurer is a thing, that, before you can count a couple, may 
be kicked, and be crowned : to-day, he is the moft defpicable and beggarly 
wretch upon earth, and to-morrow, he will have a brace of kingdoms to 
beftow upon his fquires.” “  Methinks, faid the landlady, feeing you ap­
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pertain to fuch a great man, you ought to be a count at leaft.” “  All in 
good time, replied Sancho, we have not been out a month in fearch of ad­
ventures, and have found none worth nam ing; befides, people fometimes 
go in quell: o f one thing, and meet with another: indeed, if  my mailer Don 
Quixote gets well of this drubbing--(fall, I mean) and I rnyfelf efcape with­
out being crippled, I won’t barter my hopes for the bell lordlhip in Spain.” 

The knight, having lillened attentively to this whole converfation, fat up 
in his bed as well as he could, and taking his landlady by the hand, “  Be­
lieve me, beautiful lady, faid he, you may account yourlelf extremely hap­
py, in having within your callle my perl'on, as your guell, fuch a guelt, 
that if  I praife him not, it is on account o f the common faying, that Self­
commendation is in effect lelf-difpraife. M y fquire, however, will intimate 
who I am ; while I content rnyfelf with alluring you, that I will, to all 
eternity, preferve engraven upon the tables of my memory, the benevolence 
you this day vouchfafed unto me, that I may be grateful for the favour, 
as long as life lhall remain. And, o h ! that it pleafed yon Heaven fupreme, 
that love had not fo vanquilhed and enflaved my heart, to the triumphant 
eyes of that beautiful ingrate, whom I now mention between my teeth, 
but that the charms o f this amiable young lady, could be the authors of 
my freedom.”

The good woman, her daughter, and the gentle Maritornes, were alto- 
nifhed at this rhapfody, which they underltood as much as i f  it had been 
delivered in Greek; tho’ they could eafily comprehend, that the whole of 
it tended to compliment and proffers o f fervice : as they were therefore al­
together unaccuftomed to fuch language, they gazed at him with admira­
tion, as a perfon o f a different fpeciesfrom other men, and having thanked 
him for his courtefy, in their tapfter-phrafe, left him to his repofe; while 
the Alturian Maritornes adminiftred to Sancho, who had as much need of 
afliltance as his malfer.

She and the cainei had made an alTignation to divert themlelves that 
night; nay, fhe had given her word, that as foon as the company fliould 
be quiet, and her mailer and miftrefs alleep, Ihe would vifit him in the dark, 
and give him all the fatisfa&ion he defired; and indeed it is recorded, for 
the honour o f this good creature, that fhe never failed to perform her pro- 
miles of that kind punctually, altho’ they had been made in the midft of a 
heath, and out of the healing of all evidence; for, the valued herfelf much 
upon hci gentility, and did not look upon it as any affront, to be fervant 
at an inn, becaufe, lhe obferved, di(appointments and misfortunes had re­
duced her to that condition.

The bed of Don Quixote, which we have deferibed fo hard, fo narrow, 
crazy and uncomfortable, flood foremoll, and exactly in the middle of this
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ruinous hay-loft; hard by, had Sancho taken up his quarters upon a rufh- 
mat, covered with a rug, which feemed to be manufactured o f hemp rather 
than w ool; and laft o f all was the carrier’s couch, compofed, as we have al­
ready faid, o f the pannels and furniture o f his two bed mules; for, he had 
no lefs than twelve plump, fleek and notable beads, being one of the riched 
carriers in Arevalo, according to the report o f the author o f this hi dory, 
who makes particular mention of him, and fays he knew him perfectly w ell; 
nay, fome go fo far as to affirm, that he was his didant 1 elation: be this 
as it will, Cid Hamet Benengeli was a moft curious hidorian, and punctual 
to admiration, as appears from what hath been related, which, tho’ in itfelf 
mean and trivial, he would by no means pafs over in filence. This ought to 
ferve as an example to thofe important and weighty hiftorians, who recount 
events fo fuecinCtly and fuperficially, that the reader can fcarce get a fmack 
o f them ; while the moft fubftantial circumftances are left, as it were, in 
the inkhorn, thro’ careleflhefs, ignorance and malice. A  thoufand times 
bled be the authors o f Tablante and Ricamonte, and he that compiled that 
other book, in which are recounted the achievements o f Count Tomillas I 
H ow punctually have they defcribed the mod minute particular! But to re­
turn to our dory.

The carrier having vifited his cattle, and given them their night’s allow­
ance, dretched himfelf upon his pannels, in expectation o f the molt faith­
ful M aritornes; while Sancho, plaidered all over, and huddled up in his 
kennel, endeavoured with all his might to deep; but, the aching o f his ribs 
would by no means allow him to enjoy that fatisfaCfion; and Don Quixote, 
for the fame uncomfortable reafon, lay like a hare with his eyes wide open., 
A profound filence reigned throughout the whole houfe, in which there was 
no other light, than a lamp duck up in the padage; and this wonderful, 
quiet, together with thofe redeCtions which always occured to our knight, 
relating to the events continually recorded in the books of chivalry, that d ill 
difordered his underdanding: I fay, thofe redeCtions fuggelfed to his fancy, 
one of the dranged whims that ever entered a man’s imagination. This 
was no other than a full perfuadon that he was arrived at fome famous 
cadle, for, as we have before obferved, all the inns he lodged at feemed 
cadles to him ; and that the landlord’s daughter was the governor’s only 
child, who, captivated by his genteel appearance, was become deeply ena­
moured o f him, and had actually promifed to come, without the know­
ledge o f her parents, and pafs the bed part of the night in bed with him. 
Believing therefore, this chimera (which was the work of his own brain) to 
be a firm and undoubted faCt, he began to refleCt with extreme anxiety, 
upon the dangerous dilemma into which his virtue was like to be drawn > 
and refolved, in his heart, to commit no treafon againd his midrefs Dul-
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cinea del Tobofo; even tho’ queen Ginebra herfelf, and the lady Quinta- 
niona fhould make him a tender of their favours.

While his mind was engroffed by thefe extravagant fancies, the hour of 
affignation arrived, and an unlucky hour it was foi him, when the kind 
Afturian, barefoot and in her fmock, having her hair tucked up under a fu- 
ftian night-cap, entered the apartment in which the three guefts were lodged, 
and with filence and caution, directed her fteps towards the nell of her beloved 
carrier. But, fcarce had lhe got within the door, when her approach was 
perceived by our knight, who fitting up in his bed, in fpite o f his plaiflers 
and the aching of his ribs, flretched forth his arms to receive this beautiful 
young lady, wrho, on her part holding in her breath, moved foftly on her 
tiptoes, groping her wray with her hands before her.

While fhe thus crept along, in quell of her lover, fhe chanced to come 
within arms length of Don Quixote, who laid fall hold o f her by the wrill, 
and without her daring to fpeak a fyllable, pulled her towrards him, and 
made her fit down upon his bed; he then felt her fmock, which tho’ made 
o f the coarfell canvas, to him feemed a Ihift o f the finefl and fofteft lawn j 
the firing of glafs beads fhe wore about her wrill, in his apprehenfion, out* 
fhone the brightefl oriental pearl: her hair, which bore fome refemblance to 
a horfe’s mane, he millook for threads of pure Arabian gold, that even eclipfed 
the fplendor o f the fun ; and her breath, which doubtlefs fmelled flrong o f 
broken meat and garlick, his fancy converted into an aromatic flavour, pro­
ceeding from her delicate m outh: in fhort, his imagination reprefented her 
in the fame form and fituation with that o f a certain princefs, recorded in 
one of his books, who came to vifit a wounded knight of whom fhe wras 
enamoured; with all the other embellifhments there defcribed. Nay, fuch 
was the infatuation of this poor gentleman, that he was not to be undeceived, 
either by the touch, the breath, or any other circumflance of this honeft 
wench, tho’ they were powerful enough to dilcompofe the flomach of any 
body but a rampant carrier.

But, our knight believed he folded in his arms the goddefs o f beauty, and 
flraining her in his embrace, began to pronounce, in a foft and amorous 
tone, “  Would to heaven! I were fo circumllanced, beautiful and high­
born lady! as to be able to repay the tranfcendent favour bellowed upon 
me, in the contemplation of your amazing charms: but, it hath pleafed 
fortune, that never ceafes to perfecute the virtuous, to lay me upon this 
bed, fo bruifed and battered, that even, if  it was my delire to gratify yours,
1 fhould find it utterly impoflible; how much more fo, when that impoili- 
bility is linked to another Hill greater ? I mean, the plighted faith I have 
vowed to the peerlefs Dulcinea del Tobofo, the foie millrefs o f my moll hid­
den thoughts: did not that confideration interpofe, I fhould not be fuch a
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fimple knight, as to let flip this happy occafion which your benevolence 
hath tendered to my choice.”

Maritornes, fweating with vexation, to find herfelf thus pinioned, as it 
were, by the knight, whofe difeourfe file neither heeded nor underflood -r 
endeavoured, without anfwering a fyllable, to difengage herfelf from his 
embrace: while the honefl carrier, whofe lewd defires kept him awake, and 
made him perceive his doxy from the moment (he entered, liflened attentively 
to every thing that Don Quixote faid, and being jealous that the Affurian 
had broke her promife to him, in order to keep it with another, crept nearer 
the bed o f his rival, to wait the ili'ue o f this rhapfody, the meaning o f 
which he could not comprehend: obferving, however, that the wench flrug- 
gled to get loofe, and that the knight endeavoured to detain her, he coukl 
not relifh the joke, but, lifting his arm on high, difeharged fuch a ter­
rible blow upon the lanthorn jaws o f the enamoured Don, as bathed his \  
whole countenance in blood; and not fatisfied with this application, jumped 
upon his ribs, and travelled over his whole carcafe, at a pace, lomewhat 
exceeding that o f a brilk trot, until the bed, which was none o f the 
ftrongefl, either in materials or foundation, unable to fuflain the addi­
tional weight, funk to the ground with both j and made fuch a hideous 
noife in its fall, as waked the innkeeper, who immediately concluded that 
Maritornes was concerned in the adventure, becaufe fhe made no anlwer 
when he called.

On this fuppofition he arofe, and lighting a candle, went directly to the 
place where he had heard the feuffte: mean while, the poor wench, confufed 
and affrighted at the approach o f her mafter, who was a fellow o f a moll: fa- 
vage difpofition, retreated to the kennel o f Sancho Panza, who llept in fpite 
o f all this din, and neflling in befide him, wound herfelf up like a ball, and 
lay fnug. The landlord now entered the apartment, and crying with a loud 
voice, “  Where have you got, flrumpet ? to be fure, thefe muff be your 
jades tricks, with a vengeance Sancho flatted, and feeling a prodigious 
weight upon him, thought he was labouring under the night-mare; and be­
ginning to lay about him on all fides, chanced, in the courfe o f his efforts, 
to bellow divers cuffs on Maritornes, who feeling herfelf thus belaboured, 
forgot the care o f her reputation, and returned the fquire’s compliments fo 
heartily, that fleep forfook him whether he would or n ot: without know­
ing the perfon who treated him fo roughly, he raifed himfelf up, as wrell as 
he could, and going to loggerheads with Maritornes, a moll furious and di­
verting fkirmilh enfued.

By this time, the carrier, perceiving by the light the fituation o f his mi- 
flrefs, ran to her affillance; and the landlord followed the fame courfe, tho’ 
with a very different intention, namely, to challife the maid j being fully
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perfuaded, that die was the foie caufe of all this uproar: and fo, as the fay­
ing is, The cat to the rat, the rat to the rope, the rope to the gallows. The 
carrier drummed upon Sancho, Sancho ftruck at the maid, the maid pum­
melled him, the innkeeper difciplined her; and all of them exerted them- 
felves with fuch eagernefs, that there was not one moment’s paufe. But to 
crown the joke, the landlord’s candle went out, and the combatants being 
left in the dark, fuch a circulation of blows enfued, that wherefoever the 
tiff fell, there the patient was difabled.

There chanced to lodge at the inn, that night, a trooper belonging to 
the ancient holy brotherhood o f Toledo, who alfo hearing the Ifrange 
noife of this fray, arofe, and feizing his tipftaff, together with the tin- 
box that contained his commiffion, entered the apartment in the dark, call­
ing aloud, <c Keep the peace, in the king’s name. Keep the peace in the 
name of the holy brotherhood.” The firft he encountred was the forlorn 
Don Quixote, who lay infenfible on his demolifhed bed, with his face up- 
permoft j fo that groping about, he happened to lay hold o f his beard, 
and cried, “  Affilf, I charge you, the officers o f juftice: but, perceiving 
that the perfon he held, neither ltirred nor fpoke, he concluded that he 
mull be dead, and that the people within were the affaffins. In this per- 
fuafion, he raifed his voice, crying, “  Shut the gates o f the inn, that none 
may Tcape, for, here is a man murthered.” This exclamation, which afto- 
niffied them all, was no fooner heard, than every one quitted his fhare in 
the battle j the landlord retreated to his own chamber, the carrier fneaked 
to his panniers, and the damfel to her ftraw : while the unfortunate knight 
and fquire were left on the fpot, unable to move from the places where 
they lay. The trooper letting go the beard of Don Quixote, went out 
for a light to fearch and apprehend the delinquents; but, in this defign, 
he was difappointed ; the landlord having purpofely extinguilhed the lamp, 
when he retired to his apartment: fo that he was obliged to have re- 
courfe to the embers, at which, with great induftry and time, he made- 
ffiift to light another candle.
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Containing the fequel o f thofe incredible grievances which the valiant 
Don Quixote, and his trufty fquire Sancho Panza, underwent at the 
inn, which, for their misfortune, the knight miflook for a cattle.

A  Bout this time, Don Quixote recovering the ufe o f his tongue, began 
to call in the fame feeble tone with which he fpoke, the preced­

ing day, when he lay ftretched in the pack-ltaff valley, “  Art thou atleep, 
friend Sancho? friend Sancho, art thou atleep?” “  God’s my life! re­
plied Sancho, full o f peevifhnefs and pain, how fhould I be atleep, feeing 
all the devils in hell have been upon me, this whole night ?” “  That
thou mayett atfure thyfelf of, anfwered the knight, for, either I under- 
fland nothing at all, or this cattle is inchanted. Thou mutt know, San­
cho, but what I am going to difclofe to thee, thou fhalt fwear to keep 
fecret till after my death.” “  I do fwear,” faid Sancho. “  This fecrecy I  
infill upon, replied his matter, becaufe, I would by no means take away the. 
reputation o f any perfon.” “  W ell then, cried the fquire, I fwear to keep 
it fecret till the days o f your worfhip be patl and gon e; and God grant 
that I may be at liberty to reveal it to-morrow.” “  Have I done you fo 
much mifchief, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, that you with to fee me dead 
fo foon ?” “  It is not for that, replied the fquire, but, becaufe I am an. 
enemy to all fecrets, and would not have any thing rot in my keeping.” 
“  Be that as it may, faid the knight, I will truft greater things to thy 
love and fidelity : Know, therefore, that this very night, I have been en­
gaged in a moft rare and wonderful adventure, which, that I may briefly 
relate, take notice, that a little while ago, I was vifited by the conttable’s 
daughter, than whom a more beautiful and gracious young lady is fcarce 
to be found on this terraqueous globe. How fhall I paint to thee, the 
comelinefs o f her perfon ? how delineate the acutenefs o f her undertland- 
ing ? or, how fhall I defcribe thofe myfterious charms, which, that I may 
preferve the fealty I have fworn to my own fovereign miftrefs Dulcinea del 
Tobofo, I muft pafs over in facred filence ! I fhall only tell thee, that 
heaven itfelf was jealous o f the happinefs which fortune had put into my 
power j or, perhaps, which is more probable, this caftle, as I have al­
ready obferved, is enchanted : for, while I was engaged with her, in a 
moft delightful and amorous converfation, an unfeen hand, belonging, 
doubtlefs, to the arm o f fome monftrous giant, defcended, I know not 
whence, upon my jaws, leaving my whole face bathed in gore; and af­
terwards bruifed me in fuch a manner, that I am infinitely worfe, than I
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was yefterday, when the carriers maltreated us, as thou knoweft, for the 
excefles o f Rozinante; from whence, I conjecture, that the treafure of 
this fair damfel’s beauty, is guarded by fome enchanted Moor, and not de­
fined for my pofleffion.” “  Nor for mine, neither, cried Sancho, for, I 
have been drubbed by five hundred Moors, fo unmercifully, that the pack- 
ftave threfhing was but cakes and gingerbread, to what I now feel: fo, 
that I fee no great caufe you have to brag of that rare adventure, which 
hath left us in this comfortable pickle. Indeed your worfhip was not fo 
badly off, becaufe you had that fame incomparable beauty in your arm s: 
but, what had I, except the hardeft knocks, wdiich, I hope, I fhail ever 
feel in my born days ? Curled am I, and the mother that bore m e ; for, 
though, I neither am knight-errant, nor ever defign to be one, the greateft 
part of the mifchief that betides us, forever, falls to my lhare.” It feems 
then, thou haft fuffered too,” faid Don Quixote. “  W oe be unto me and 
my whole pedigree ! cried Sancho, have I not been telling you fo all this 
time ?” “  Give thyfelf no concern about that matter, anfwered the knight, 
for, now I am determined to prepare that precious balfam, which will cure 
us both, in the twinkling of an eye.”

About this time, the officer o f the holy brotherhood, having made fhift 
to light his candle, came back to examine the perfon whom he fuppofed 
murthered -} and Sancho, feeing him approach in his fhirt and woolien 
night-cap, with a very unfavourable afpetft, and a light in his hand, faid 
to his mafter, “  Pray, fir, is that the enchanted Moor returned * to fpend 
the laft drop of his vengeance upon us.” “  That cannot be the Moor, 
anfwered Don Quixote, for, enchanters never fuffer themfelves to be feen.” 
“  I f  they won’t allow themfelves to be feen, cried the fquire, they make 
no bones of letting themfelves be fe lt ; that my fhoulders can teftify.” 
“  And mine too, laid the knight: but, we have no fufficient reafon to be­
lieve that he whom we now fee, is the inchanted Moor.”

Mean while, the trooper drawing nearer, and hearing them talk fo deli­
berately, remained fome time in fufpence; then obferving Don Quixote, 
who ftill lay on his back, unable to ftir, on account o f his bruifes and 
plaifters, he went up to him, faying, “  How do’ft do, honeft friend r” 
“  I would fpeak more lubmiffively, anfwered the knight, were I fuch a ple­
beian as yo u ; is that the language ufed in this country to knights-errant, 
you blockhead ?” The officer finding himfelf treated with fo little cere­
mony, by fuch a miferable wight, could not bear the reproach, but, lift­
ing up the lamp, oil and all, difcharged it upon Don Quixote’s pate, 
which fufiered greatly in the encounter, and the light being again extin- 
guilhed, Hipped away in the dark. Things being in this fituation, “  Sir,

* Literally, What is left in the bottom of his iukhorn.
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faid Sancho Panza, without doubt, that was the enchanted Moor, who 
keeps the treafure for other people, and the fifty-cuffs and lamp-leavings 
for us.” “  It muft be fo, replied the knight, but, we muft not mind 
thofe affairs o f enchantment fo much, as to let them ruffle or inflame 
us becaufe they being invifible and fantaftical, do what we can, we fhall 
never be able to take vengeance upon the authors o f them : get up there­
fore, Sancho, i f  thou canft, and defire the conftable o f this caftle, to fup» 
ply me with fome oil, wine, fait and rolem ary; that I may prepare the 
falutiferous balfam, which, really, I believe, I ftand in great need of, at 
prefent, for, the wound, which the phantome hath given me, bleeds 
apace.”

Accordingly, the fquire made fhift to rife, notwithftanding the intole­
rable aching o f his bones, and creeping in the dark, towards the inn­
keeper’s bed-chamber, happened to meet with the trooper, who flood lis­
tening, to know the intention o f his adverfary. “  Signor, cried he, who­
mever you are, do us the benefit and favour to afflft us with fome rofe- 
mary, fait, wine and oil, in order to cure one o f the moft mighty knights- 
errant upon earth, who lies in that bed, defperately wounded by the hands 
o f an inchanted Moor that frequents this inn.” The officer hearing fuch 
an addrefs, concluded that the man had loft his fenfes j, and it being by 
this time, dawn, opened the inn-gate, and calling to the landlord, told 
him what this honeft man wanted. The innkeeper having provided San­
cho with the ingredients, he immediately carried them to his mafter, who 
lay, holding his head between his two hands, and complaining very much 
o f the effeCl o f the lamp, which, however, had done no further damage 
than that o f raifing a couple o f large tumors upon his pate j that which 
he took for blood, being no other than fweat forced out by the anguifh 
and pain he had undergone. In ffiort, he made a compofition, by mix­
ing the materials together, and boiling them a good while, until he found he 
had brought the whole to a due confidence; then he afked for a vial to con­
tain the balfam ; but, as there was none in the houfe, he refolved to cork 
it up in a tin oil-flalk, o f which the landlord made him a prefent. W hich 
being done, he repeated over it, more than fourfcore pater-nollers, w ith 
the like number o f ave-maria’s, falve’s and credo’s, accompanying every 
word with the fign o f the crofs, by way o f benediction: and this whole 
ceremony was performed in prefence o f Sancho, the innkeeper and officer y 
the carrier having very quietly gone to take care o f his beafts.

This precious balfam being thus compofed, the knight was determined 
to make inftant trial o f the efficacy, with which he imagined it endued y 
and accordingly fwallowed about a pint and a half o f what remained in 
the pot, after the oil-flalk was full, which had fcarce got down his throat*
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when he began to vomit in fuch a manner, as left nothing in his ftomach j 
and a moft copious fweat breaking out upon him, in confequence of the 
violent operation, he defired they would wrap him up warm, and leave 
him to his repofe. They complied with his requeft, and he fell into a 
profound lleep that lalted three hours, at the end o f which awaking, 
lie found himlelf exceedingly refreshed, and fo well recovered of his bruifes, 
that he feemed perfe&ly w e ll: and implicitly believed that he had now 
made fure of the balfam o f Fierabras, which while he poliefled, he might, 
with the utmoll confidence and fafety, engage in the moll perilous quar­
rels, combats and havock, that could poffibly happen.

Sancho Panza feeing his mailer recovered to a miracle, begged he would 
bellow upon him, the fediment o f the pot, which was no linall quantity: 
and his requell being granted, he laid hold of it with both hands, and fet­
ing it to his head, drank off, with llrong faith and eager inclination, al- 
moll as much as his mailer had fwallowed before. But, the poor fquire’s 
ftomach chanc’d to be not quite fo delicate as that o f the knight, and therefore, 
before he could difcharge a drop, he differed fuch pangs and Teachings, fuch 
qualms and cold fweats, that he verily believed his tall hour was come, and in 
the midll o f his wamblings and affliction, curfed the balfam and the mifcreant 
that made it. Don Quixote perceiving his fituation, faid, t£ I believe that 
all this mifchief happens to thee, Sancho, becaufe thou art not a knight; 
for, I am perfuaded, that this liquor will be o f fervice to none but fuch 
as are o f the order of knighthood.” “  I f  your worlhip knew fo much, 
cried Sancho, woe be unto me and my whole generation ! W hy did you 
allow me to talte it ?” At this inftant, the potion began to operate, and 
the poor fquire to unload at both ends, with fuch fury, that the mat up­
on which he had thrown himfelf, and the fheet that covered him, were 
foon in a woeful pickle: he fweated and Ihivered with fuch violent mo­
tions and fits, that not only he himfelf, but every body prelent, thought 
he would have given up the gholl.

This tempell of evacuation, tailed near two hours, at the expiration o f 
which, he found himfelf far from being relieved like his mailer, but, on 
the contrary, fo much fatigued that he was not able to Hand. The knight, 
as we have already oblerved, finding himfelf in good health, and excel­
lent fpirits, longed fervently to depart in quell o f adventures, thinking 
every minute he fpent in that place, was an injury to the world in gene­
ral, and to thofe miferable objeCls who wanted his favour and protection; 
efpecially, as he was now in pofieffion of the certain means o f fafety and 
confidence, in that efficacious balfam he had made. Prompted by thefe 
fuggeftions, he himfelf faddled Rozinante, and with his own hands put 
the pannel upon the bealt o f his lquire, whom he alfo affifted in getting
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on his cloaths, and mounting his afs. He then beftrode his own deed, 
and laying hold o f a pitchfork that flood in a corner o f the yard, appro­
priated it to the ufe o f a lance; while all the people in the houfe, exceed­
ing twenty perfons, beheld him with admiration : the landlord’s daughter 
being among the fpedlators, he fixed his eyes upon her, and from time 
to time, uttered a profound figh, which feemed to be heaved from the very 
bottom o f his bowels j and which, in the opinion o f all thofe who had 
feen him anointed over night, was occafioned by the aching of his bones.

He and his fquire, being by this time mounted, he halted at the gate, 
and calling to the innkeeper, pronounced, in a grave and folemn tone; 
“  Numerous and mighty are the favours, fir condable, which I have re­
ceived in this cadle o f yours, and I fhall think myfelf under the highed 
obligation, to retain a grateful remembrance o f your courtely, all the days 
o f my life. I f  I can make you any return, in taking vengeance on fome 
infolent adverfary, who hath, perhaps, aggrieved y o u ; know, that it is 
my province and profeflion, to aflid the lielplefs, avenge the injured, and 
chaftife the fa lfe : recoiled!, therefore, and if  you have any boon o f that 
fort to alk, fpeak the w ord ; I promife by the order of knighthood which 
I  have received, that you fhall be righted and redrelfed to your heart’s 
content.” “  Sir knight, replied the inkeeper, with the lame deliberation, 
I have no occafion for your worfhip’s alfidance, to redrefs any grievance 
o f mine j for, I know how to revenge my own wrongs, when I futfer any: 
all I defire, is, that you will pay the fcore you have run up in this inn, 
for provender to your cattle, and food and lodging to yourfelf and fer- 
vant.” “  It feems then, this is an inn,” anfwered the knight. “  Aye, 
and a well refpedted one,” faid the landlord. “  I have been in a miftake 
all this time, refumed Don Quixote, for, I really thought it was a callle j 
and that none o f the meaned, neither : but, fince it is no other than a 
houfe o f public entertainment, you have nothing to do, but excule me 
from paying a farth ing; for, I can by no means, tranlgrels the cuftom 
o f knights-errant, who, I am fure, as having read nothing to the contrary, 
never paid for lodging, nor any thing elfe, in any inn or houfe whatfo- 
ever, becaufe they had a right and title to the bell: o f entertainment, in 
recompence for the intolerable fufferings they underwent, in feeking ad­
ventures by night and by day, in winter as well as fummer, on foot and 
on horfeback, expofed to hunger and third:, to heat and cold, and to all the 
inclemencies o f heaven, as well as the inconveniencies o f earth.” “  All 
this is nothing to my purpofe, faid the innkeeper, pay me what you owe, 
and fave all your idle tales o f knight-errantry, for thofe who will be 
amufed with them ; for my own part, I mind no tale but that o f the mo­
ney I take.” “  You are a faucy publican and a blockhead to boot,” 
. VoL. I. o  cried
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cried Don Quixote, who putting fpurs to Rozinante, and brandifhing his 
pitch-fork, Tallied out of the inn, without oppofition ; and was a good 
way off, before he looked behind to fee if  he was followed by his fquire.

The landlord, feeing the knight depart without paying, ran up to feize 
Sancho, who told him, that fince his mafter had refufed to difcharge the 
bill, he mult not expeft any money from him, who being the fquire o f 
a knight-errant, was, as well as his mafter, bound by the fame laws, to 
pay for nothing in taverns and inns. The publican, irritated at this an- 
fwer, threatned, if  he would not pay him, to indemnify himfelf, in a man­
ner that fhould not be fo much to the fquire’s liking : but, Panza fwore by 
the laws of chivalry his mafter profelTed, that he would not pay a doit, 
though it fhould coft him his life ; for, he was refolved, that the honour­
able and ancient cuftoms of knight-errantry, fhould not be loft through 
his mifbehaviour; neither, fhould thofe fquires, who were to come into 
the world after him, have occafion to complain o f his condud, or re­
proach him with the breach of fo juft a privilege.

As the unfortunate Sancho’s evil genius would have it, there were among 
the company that lodged that night, in the houfe, four clothiers o f Sego­
via, three pin-makers from the great fquare o f Cordova, and a couple of 
fhopkeepers from the market-place of Sevil j all o f them, brifk jolly fel- 

. lows, and mifchievous wags. Thefe companions, as if  they had been in- 
fpired, and inftigated by the fame fpirit, came up to the fquire, and pull­
ed him from his afs; then, one of them fetching a blanket from the land­
lord’s bed, they put Sancho into it, and lifting up their eyes, perceived 
the roof was too low for their purpofe; therefore determined to carry him 
out into the yard, which had no other deling than the Iky : there placing 
Panza in the middle of the blanket, they began to tofs him on high, and 
divert themfelves with his capers, as the mob do with dogs at Shrove-tide. 
The cries, uttered by this miferable valet, were fo piercing as to reach 
the ears of his mafter, who halting to liften the more attentively* be­
lieved that fome new adventure was approaching, until he clearly recog­
nized the fhrieks of his fquire : he immediately turned his horfe, and 
with infinite draining, made fhift to gallop back to the inn ; but, finding 
the gate ftiut, rode round in fearch of fome other entrance ; and when he 
approached the yard-wall, which was not very high, perceived the dis­
agreeable joke they were praclifmg upon his fquire, who role into the air, 
and funk again with fuch grace and celerity, that i f  his indignation 
would have allowed him, I verily believe the knight himfelf would have 
laughed at the occafion. He attempted to ftep from his horfe upon the 
wall, but, was fo bruifed and battered, that he could not move from his 
feat; and therefore, fituated as he was, began to vent fuch a torrent of

reproachful
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reproachful and opprobrious language, again# Sancho’s executioners, that 
it is impoffible to repeat the half o f what he faid. This, however, nei­
ther interrupted their mirth nor their diverfion, nor gave the lea# truce to 
the lamentations o f Sancho, who prayed and threatned by turns, as he 
flew. Indeed, nothing o f this fort, either could or did avail him, until, 
leaving off, out o f pure wearinefs, they thought fit to wrap him up in his 
great coat, and fet him on his afs again. The compaflionate Maritornes 
feeing him fo much fatigued, thought he would be the better for a draught 
o f water, which, that it might be the cooler, file fetched from the w ell; 
and Sancho had juft put the mug to his lips, when his draught was re­
tarded by the voice of his mafter, who cried aloud, “  Son Sancho, drink 
not water, drink not that which will be the occafion o f thy death, my 
fo n ; behold this moft facred balfam, (holding up the cruze o f potion in 
his hand) two drops o f which will effedtually cure thee.” At thefe words, 
the fquire eyed him, as it were, afkance, and in a tone ftill more vocife­
rous, replied, “  Perchance your worfhip has forgot that I am no knight; 
or may be, you want to fee me vomit up all the entrails I have left, af­
ter laft night’s quandary. Keep your liquor for yourfelf, and may all the 
devils in hell give ycu joy o f i t ; and leave me to my own difcretion.” 
He had no fooner pronounced thefe words, than he began to fwallow, 
and perceiving at the firft draught, that the cordial was no other than 
water, he did not chufe to repeat i t ; but, defired Maritornes to bring him 
fome wine. This requeft flie complied with very chearfully, and paid for 
it with her own money, for, it was reported o f her, that although flic 
was reduced to that low degree in life, ihe actually retained fome faint 
fketches and fhadows o f the chriftian.

Sancho having finifhed his draught, clapped heels to his afs, and the 
inn-gate being thrown wide open, Tallied forth, very well fatisfied with 
having got off, without paying any thing, although he had fucceeded at 
the expence o f his fhoulders, which were, indeed his ufual fureties. True, 
it is, the landlord had detained his bags for the reckoning; but, thefe 
Sancho did not mifs, in the confufion of his retreat. As foon as he was 
clear o f the houfe, the innkeeper would have barricadoed the gate, had he 
not been prevented by the blanket-companions, who were o f that fort o f 
people, who would not have valued Don Quixote a farthing, even i f  he 
had been adtually one o f the knights o f the Round-Table.

O 2 C H A P .
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In which is recounted the difcourfe that paffed between Sancho Panza and 
his mafter Don Quixote ; with other adventures worthy of record.

S A N C H O  made fhift to overtake his mafter, fb haggard and difmayed, 
that he was fcarce able to manage his beaft; and when the knight per­

ceived his melancholy fituation, “  Honeft Sancho, faid he, I am now con­
vinced beyond all doubt, that this caftle or inn is enchanted; for, thole 
who made fuch a barbarous paftime of thy fufferings, could be no other than 
phantomes and beings belonging to the other world. I am confirmed in 
this opinion, from having found, that while I was by the wall of the yard, 
a fpedtator of the a6ts o f thy mournful tragedy, I could neither climb over to 
thy afliftance, nor indeed move from Rozinante, but, was fixed in the faddle 
by the power of enchantment; for, I fvvear to thee, by the faith o f my cha­
racter ! i f  I could have alighted from my fteed, and furmounted the wall, 
I  would have revenged thy wrongs, in fuch a manner, that thofe idle mif- 
creants fhould have remembred the jeft to their dying d ay : altho’ I know, 
that in fo doing, I fhould have tranfgreffed the laws o f chivalry, which, I 
have often told thee, do not allow a knight to lift his arm againft any per- 
fon o f an inferior degree, except in defence of his own life and limbs, or in 
cafes o f the moft prefling neceffity.” “  So would I have revenged myfelf, 
faid Sancho, knighted or not knighted j but, it was not in my power j tho’ 
I  am very well fatisfied, that thofe who diverted themfelves at my coft, were 
no phantomes, nor enchanted beings, as your worfhip imagines, but men 
made of flefli and bones, as we are, and all of them have chriftian names, 
which I heard repeated, while they toffed me in the blanket: one, forex- 
ample, is called Pedro Martinez, another Tenorio Hernandez, and the inn­
keeper goes by the name o f Juan Palameque the left-handed : and therefore, 
fignor, your being difabled from alighting and getting over the wall, muff 
have been owing to fomething elfe than enchantment. W hat I can clearly 
difcern from the whole, is, that thefe adventures we go in fearch of, will, 
at the long run, bring us into fuch mifventures, that we fhall not know our 
right hands from our left: and therefore, in my fmall judgment, the beft 
and wholefomeft thing we can do, will be to jog back again to our own ha­
bitation, now while the harveft is going on, to take care o f our crops, and 
leave off fauntering from * poft to pillar, and falling out o f the frying-pan 
into the fire, as the faying is.”

* In the original from Ceca to Mecca; a phrafe derived from the cuftoms of the Moors, who ufed to 
go in pilgrimage to thefe two places. Ceca was in the city of Cordova.
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T low  little art thou acquainted, Sancho, replied Don Quixote, with the 
pretenlions o f chivalry! hold thy tongue and have patience ; for, the day 
will foon arrive, on which thy own eyes fliall judge what an honourable 
profeflion it i s : pray, tell me, now, what greater fatisfa&ion can there be 
in this world, or what pleafure can equal that of a conqueror, who tri­
umphs over his adverfary in battle ? None fure !” “  That may be, anfwered 
the fquire, tho’ I know nothing o f the matter. This only I know, that 
fince we have taken up the trade of knights-errant, your worlhip, I mean, 
for, as to my own part, I have no manner o f title to be reckoned in fuch an 
honourable lift, we have not gained one battle, except that with the Bilcay- 
an j and even there, your worfhip came oft' with half an ear, and the lofs 
o f one fide o f your helm et: from that day, to this good hour, our lot hath 
been nothing but cudgelling upon cudgelling, pummelling upon pummell­
ing ; except the advantage I have had over your worfhip, in being tolled ia  
a blanket by inchanted Moors, whom I cannot be revenged of, in order to 
know how pleafant a paftime it is, to overcome one’s enemy, as your wor­
fhip oblerves.” “  That is the very grievance, Sancho, under which both 
you and I labour, faid Don Quixote; but, for the future, I will endeavour 
to procure a fword tempered with fuch mafterly lkill, that he who wears 
it, (hall be fubjedt to no kind o f enchantment: and who knows, but accident 
may furnifh me with that which Amadis poft'efted, when he ftiled himfelf 
the knight of the flaming fw ord; and truly it was one o f the moil excellent 
blades that ever a warrior unfheath’d ; for, befides that fovereign virtue it con­
tained, it cut keen as a razor, and no armour, tho’ ever fo ftrong or en­
chanted, could ftand before its edge.” “  I am fo devilifhly lucky, faid San­
cho, that i f  the cafe was really fo, and your worfhip fhould light on that 
fame fword, it would, like the precious balfam, be o f no fervice or fecurity 
to any but your true knights; and we that are lquires might fing for for- 
row.” “  Thou muft not be afraid of that, replied the knight, heaven will 
furely deal more mercifully with thee.”

In fuch converfation, Don Quixote and his fquire jogged along, whern 
the former defcrying on the road in which they travelled, a large and thick 
cloud o f duft rolling towards them, turned to Sancho, faying, “  This, O 
Sancho ! is the day that fliall manifeft the great things which fortune hath 
in ftore for m e! This, I fay, is the day, on which the valour o f this arm 
fliall be difplayed as much as upon any other occaiion j and on which, I am 
refolved to perform deeds that fliall remain engraven on the leaves of fame 
to all pofterity ! Seeft thou that cloud o f duft before us ? The whole of it is 
railed by a vaft army, compofed o f various and innumerable nations that are 
marching this way.” “  By that way of reckoning there muft be two, faid 
Sancho, for right over againft it, there is juft fuch another.” Don Quixote

im-
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immediately turned his eyes, and perceiving Sancho s information to be 
true, was rejoiced, beyond meafure; firmly believing that what he law, 
were two armies in full march to attack each other, and engage in the 
middle of that fpacious plain ; for, every hour and minute o f the day, 
his imagination was engrofTed by thofe battles, inchantments, dreadful ac­
cidents, extravagant amours and rhodomontades, which are recorded in 
books o f chivalry j and indeed every thing he thought, faid, or did, had a 
tendency that way.

As for the dull he now faw, it was raifed by two flocks o f fiieep which 
chanced to be driven from different parts into the fame road, and were fo- 
much involved in this cloud of their own making, that it was impoflible to 
difcern them until they were very near. The knight affirmed they were ar­
mies, with fuch ali'urance, that Sancho actually believed it, and laid to his 
mailer, “  And pray now, good your worfhip, what muff we do ?” “  What, 
anfwered Don Quixote, but aflift and fupport that fide which is weak and 
discomfited ? Thou muff know, Sancho, that yonder holt which fronts us, 
is led and commanded by the mighty emperor Alifanfaron fovereign of the 
great ifiand of Trapoban; and that other behind us, belongs to his mortal 
enemy the king of the Garamanteans, known by the name o f Pentapolin 
with the naked arm, becaufe he always goes to battle with the lleeve o f his 
right arm tucked up.” “  But why are thofe chieftains fo mifchievoufly inclined 
towards each other ?” faid Sancho. “  The caufe of their enmity, replied the 
knight, is this: Alifanfaron, who is a moll outrageous pagan, is enamoured 
o f Pentapolin’s daughter, a moll beautiful and courteous lady, who being 
a chriffian, her father will by no means betroth her to the infidel prince, 
unlefs he fhall firlf renounce the law o f his falfe prophet Mahomet, and be­
come a convert to the true faith.” “  Now, by my whilkers ! cried Sancho, 
king Pentapolin is an honeft man, and I am refolved to give him all the af- 
fiftance in my power. “  In fo doing, thou wilt perform thy duty, Sancho, 
faid his mailer, for, to engage in fuch battles as thefe, it is not neceffiary to 
be dubbed a knight.” “  That I can eafily comprehend, replied the other, but, 
where fhall we fecure the afs, that we may be fure of finding him after the 
fray is over; for, I believe it is not the falhion now-a-days, to go to battle 
on fuch a bealt.” “  True, faid the knight, and I think the bell way will be 
to leave him to his chance, whether he be loll or not; for, we fhall have 
fuch choice of Heeds, when once we have gained the vi£lory, that Rozinante 
himfelf will run fome rilk of being exchanged for another: but, obferve 
and liflen attentively; I will now give thee a detail o f the principal knights 
that ferve in thefe two armies; and that thou mayefl fee and mark them the 
better, let us retire to yon rifing ground, from whence we can diftinttly 
view the line of battle in both.” They accordingly placed themielves upon

a hil-
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a hillock, whence they could eafily have difcerned the two flocks o f fheep 
which Don Quixote metamorphofed into armies, had not the duft they 
raifed confounded and obfcured the v iew : but, neverthelefs, beholding in 
his imagination, that which could not otherwife be feen, becaufe it did not 
exift, he began to pronounce with an audible voice:

<c That knight whom thou feeft with yellow armour, bearing in his 
fhield, a lion crowned and crouching at the feet of a young lady, is the gal­
lant Laucalco lord o f the filver bridge; that other befide him, who wears ar­
mour powdered with flowers o f gold, and bears for his device three crowns 
argent in a field azure, is the amorous Micocolembo grand duke o f Quira- 
c ia ; and he upon his right hand, with thofe gigantic limbs, is the never to 
be daunted Brandabarbaran de Boliche, fovereign o f the three Arabias, who 
comes armed with a ferpent’s lkin, and inftead of a fhield, brandifhes a huge 
gate, which, it is faid, belonged to the temple that Samfon overthrew, when 
he avenged himfelf o f his enemies at his death: but, turn thine eyes, and 
behold, in the front o f this other army, the ever conquering and never con­
quered Timonel de Carcajona, prince o f New-bifcay, whofe arms are quar­
tered azure, vert, argent and o r ; and the device in his fhield, a cat or, in 
a field gules with the letters Miau, which conftitute the beginning o f his 
lady’s name ; and fhe, they fay, is the peerlefs Miaulina, daughter o f AI- 
feniquen duke o f A lgarve: the other, who loads and opprefles the loins o f 
that fiery Arabian fteed, with armour white as fnow, and a fhield without 
device, is a noviciate knight o f the French nation, called Pierre Papin 
baron o f Utrique: the third, who ftrikes his- iron rowels into the flanks 
of that fpotted, nimble *  Zebra, is the potent duke o f Nerbia, efparta- 
filardo o f the wood, who bears in his fhield for a device, a bunch o f afpa- 
ragus, with an infcription fignifying, By Defliny I ’m dogged.”

In this manner did he invent names for a great many knights in either 
army, to all o f whom alfo he gave arms, colours, mottos and devices, with­
out the leaft hefitation, being incredibly infpired by the fumes o f a diftem- 
pered fancy; nay, he proceeded without any paufe, faying, “  That fqua- 
dron forming in our front, is compofed of people o f divers nations: there 
be thofe who drink the delicious waters o f the celebrated Xanthus, with the 
mountaneers who tread the Mafllican plains ; and thofe who lift the pureft 
golden ore o f Arabia fe lix th e r e  alfo, may be feen the people who fport 
upon the cool and famous banks o f the tranflucent Thermodonte; and 
thofe who condu£I the yellow Padlolus in many a winding ftream ; the pro- 
mife-breaking Numidiansj the Perflans for their archery renowned; the 
Parthians and the Medes who combat as they fly ; the Arabians famed for 
fhifting habitations; the Scythians cruel as they are fa ir ; the thick-lipp’d

•  Zebra is a beautiful creature, native of Arabia, vulgarly called the wild afs.
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race o f -/Ethiopia, and an infinite variety of other nations, whofe looks I know 
and can difcern, tho’ I cannot recoiled! their names. In that other fquadron 
march thofe men, who lave in the cryftal current of the olive-bearing Betis; 
thofe whofe vifages are cleaned and polilhed with the limpid wave of the ever 
rich and golden T agu s; thofe who delight in the falutiferous draughts of 
Genii the divine j thofe who fcour theTartefian fields, that with fat pafture 
teem; thofe who make merry in the Elyfian meads of Herezan; the rich 
Manchegans crowned with ruddy ears of corn; thofe cloathed in fteel the 
bold remains of ancient Gothic blood ; thofe who bathe in Pifuerga famous 
for its gentle current; thofe who feed their flocks upon the fpacious meads 
o f the meandring Guadiana, celebrated for its fecret tourfe; thofe who fliiver 
with the chill blafts of the woody Pyrenees, and thofe who feel the fnowy 
flakes of lofty Appenine: in fine, whatever nations Europe imbofoms and 
contains.”

Heaven preferve u s ! what provinces did he mention ! what nations did 
he name •, bellowing, with wonderful facility, thole attributes that belonged 
to each; being all the while, abforpt, and, as it were, immerfed in the 
contents of his deceitful books. Sancho Panza liftened attentively to his 
mailer, without uttering one l'yllable; and from time to time, turned his 
eyes from one fide to another, to fee i f  he could difcern thofe knights and 
giants who were thus defcribed: but, not being able to difcover one of 
them, “  Sir, faid he, your worfliip may fay what you pleafe, but, the de­
vil a man, giant or knight that you have mentioned is there; at lealt, I can 
fee none: perhaps indeed the whole is enchantment, like the phantomes of 
lalt n ight” “  How lay’ll thou ? replied Don Quixote, do’ll thou not hear 
the neighing of Heeds, the found of clarions, and noile of drums ?” “  I hear 
nothing, anfwered Sancho, but abundance of bleating o f ewes and lambs.” 
and truly, that was the cafe: for, by this time, the two flocks were pretty 
near them.” “  Thy fear, faid Don Quixote, hinders thee from feeing and 
hearing aright; for, one effedl of terror, is to dilturb the lenfes, and make 
objedls appear otherwife than they are : if  thou art, therefore, under fuch 
conllernation, retire on one fide, and leave me alone; for, I myfelf, am 
fufficient to bellow vidtory on that caufe which I efpoule.” So faying, he 
clapped fpurs to Rozinante, and putting his lance in the reft, darted down 
from the hillock like lightning. In vain did Sancho bellow forth, “  Turn, 
fignor Don Quixote : good your worfliip turn ! fo help me God ! thofe are 
ewes and lambs you are going to attack! woe be to the father that begat 
me ! will you not turn ? What madnefs pollefles yo u ! Confider, here are no 
giants, nor knights, nor cats, nor arms, nor Ihields quartered or whole; 
nor inverted azures, and the devil knows w hat: was there ever fuch diftrac- 
tion ? finner that I am !”
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The knight, however, did not regard this exclamation: on the contrary* 
he rode on, hauling aloud, “  So ho, knights! you that attend and ferve un­
der the banners o f the valiant emperor Pantapolin with the naked arm, fol­
low me in a body, and you fhall behold, how eafily I will avenge him on 
his adverfary Alifanfaron o f Trapoban.” Having uttered thefe words, he 
rulhed into the thickeft o f the fquadron o f Iheep, and began to lay about 
him, with as much eagernefs and fury, as if  he had been actually engaged 
with his mortal enemies. The herdfmen and lhepherds who were driving 
the flock, called to him to forbear; but, finding their admonition had no 
effect, they ungirded their flings, and began to falute his ears with ftdnes* 
the leaft o f which was as large as an ordinary fift : but he, far from mind­
ing their mifliles, rode about the field, crying, “  Where art thou, proud 
Alifanfaron? face me, if  thou dareftj I am but a Angle knight, who want 
to prove thy prowefs, hand to hand, and facrifice thy life for the injury 
thou halt done to Pentapolin Garamanta.”  Ju ft as he pronounced thefe 
words, he received a pebble on his fide, that feemed to have buried a couple 
o f his ribs in his belly j and gave him fuch a rude fhock, that he believed 
himfelf either dead or defperately wounded : then remembring his fpecific, 
he pulled out the cruze, and fetting it to his mouth, began to fwallow the 
balfam ; but, before he had drank what he thought a fufficient dofe, there 
came another fuch almond, fo plum upon his hand and cruze, that after 
having fhivered the pot to pieces, it carried off in its way, three or four 
o f his grinders, and fhattered two o f his fingers in a grievous m anner: in 
fhort, fo irrefiftible were both the applications, that the poor knight could 
not help tumbling from his horfe. The fhepherds immediately came up, 
and believing him actually dead, gathered together their flock with all ima­
ginable difpatch, and taking their dead, which might be about feven in 
number, upon their fhoulders, made off without any further inquiry.

All this time Sancho remained upon the hill, beholding, with amazement, 
the madnefs of his mafter, tearing his beard, and curfing the hour and minute 
on which it was his fate to know him : and now feeing him fallen, and the 
lhepherds gone, he defcended to his afliftance, when finding him ftill fenfible, 
tho’ in a miferable fituation, “  Did not I warn you, fignor Don Quixote, faid 
he, to turn, and allure you that thofe you went to attack were no armies, 
but flocks of innocent Iheep ?” “  How ftrangely can that mifcreant enchanter, 
who is my enemy, tranfinography things to thwart me ? Know, Sancho, that 
it is a very eafy matter for negromancers to make us afliime what lhapes 
they pleafe; and the malicious wretch who perlecutes me, envying the glory 
I  Ihould have gained in this battle, hath doubtlels metamorphofed the fqua- 
drons of the foe, into flocks of Iheep: but, thou lhalt do one thing, I in­
treat thee, Sancho, in order to be undeceived and convinced o f the truth j
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mount thy afs, and follow them fair and foftly; and, when they are at a 
convenient diftance from hence, thou wilt fee them return to their former 
fhapes, and ceafing to be fheep, become men again, right and tight as I at 
firft defcribed them -r but, do not go at prefent, for, I have occafion for thy 
fervice and aftiftance: come hither, and fee how many teeth I have loft j 
methinks, there is not one left in my whole jaw.

Sancho accordingly approached fo- near, as to thruft his eyes, as it 
were, into his mailer’s mouth, juft at the time when the balfam be­
gan to operate in his ftomach, which, with the force of a culverin, dif- 
charged its contents full in the beard of the compaffionate fquire. “  Holy 
v irg in ! cried Sancho, what is this that hath befallen me ? without doubt 
this poor finner is mortally wounded, fince he vomits blood.” But, confi- 
dering the cafe more maturely, he found, by the colour,, tafte and fmell, 
that it was not blood, but the balfam he had feen him drink: and fuch 
■ v̂as the loathing he conceived at this recognition, that his ftomach turned, 
and he emptied his bowels upon his mafter; fo that both o f them remained 
in a handfome pickle. Sancho ran to his afs, for a towel to clean them, 
and fome application for his mafter’s hurt, but, when he milfed his bags, 
he had well nigh loft his fenfes ; he curfed his fate again, and determined 
with himfelf to leave the knight, and return to his habitation, even tho’ he 
fhould lofe his wages for the time he had already ferved, as well as his 
hopes of governing the illand of Promife.

At this juncture, Don Quixote arofe, ami clapping his left hand to his 
cheek, in order to prevent his teeth from falling out, with the right laid 
hold of the bridle of Rozinante, who, like a faithful and affectionate fer- 
vant, had never ftirred from his mafter’s fide; and went up to the place 
where his fquire ftood, leaning upon his als, with one hand applied to his 
jaw, in the pofture of a perfon who is exceedingly penfive : the knight per­
ceiving him in this fituation, with manifeft figns of melancholy in his coun­
tenance, “  Know, Sancho^ laid he, that one man is no more than another, 
unlels he can do more than another. All thofe hurricanes that have hap­
pened to us, prognofticate that we lhall foon have fair weather, and that 
every thing will fucceed to our w iih : for, it is impoffible that either good 
or bad fortune ihould be eternal; and therefore it follows, that our adverfity 
having lafted lo long, our prolpenty muft be now at hand. Be not grieved 
then, at the misfortunes that happen' to me, fince no part o f them falls to 
thy lhare.” “  Not to my fhare! anlwered Sancho,. mayhap then, he whom 
they toffed in a blanket, yefterday, was not the fon of my father: and the 
bags that are loft to-day, with all the goods in them, belonged to fome other, 
perfon.” “  W hat! haft thou loft the bags, Sancho !” cried Don Quixote. “  Yes, 
fuxe,” faid the other. "  At that rate, then, we have no viduals to eat ?” re­
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io6 The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book ILL







fumed the k n igh t: 44 That would certainly be the cafe, anfwcred the fquire, 
i f  the meadows did not furnifh thofe herbs you fay, you know, with which, 
unfortunate knights like your worfhip, are wont to make up fuch lodes.'*
<c Yes, but for all that, replied Don Quixote, I could at prefent relifh a lun­
cheon o f brown bread, or a loaf with a couple o f red herrings, better than 
all the herbs defcribed by Diofcorides, even with the annotations o f doClor 
Laguna i but, neverthelefs, mount thy bead:, honed: Sancho, and follow 
m e: God, who provides all things, will not be wanting to u s; more efpeci- 
ally, as we are employed in his immediate fervice: he faileth not to pro­
vide for the gnats of the air, the infeCts o f the earth, the lpawn o f the fea; 
and is fo beneficent, as to caufe the fun to fhine upon the good and bad, 
and fendeth rain to the wicked as well as to the righteous.” “  Your wor- 
wip, faid Sancho, is more fit to be a preacher than a knight-errant.” 
“  Knights-errant, replied his mader, ever had, and ought to have, fome 
knowledge of every th in g: nay, fome there have been in times pad, who 
would dop to make a fermon or difeourfe upon the highway, with as much 
eloquence, as if  they had taken their degrees at the univerfity o f Paris: from 
whence, it may be inferred, that the lance was never blunted by the pen, 
nor the quill impeded by the lance.” 44 W hat your worfhip obferves, may 
be very true, faid Sancho, but, in the mean time, let us leave this place, 
and endeavour to get a night’s lodging in fome houfe or other, where 
God grant there may be neither blankets nor blanketeers, nor phan- 
tomes, nor enchanted M oors; elfe, may the devil confound both hook and 
crook!”

44 Implore the protection of God, my fon, anfwered the knight, and lead 
me where thou w ilt : for this once, I leave our lodging to thy care; but, 
reach hither thy hand, and feel with thy finger, how many teeth I have lod 
on this right fide o f my upper jaw, which is the place that gives me the 
greated pain.” Sancho introduced his fingers, and having carefully ex­
amined his gums, 44 How many teeth, faid he, was your worfhip wont to 
have in this place ?” “  Four, befides the dog-tooth, anfwcred Don Quixote, 
all o f them found and whole.” 44 Confider what your wordiip fays?” re­
plied Sancho. 44 I fay four, i f  not five, refumed the knight; for, in all my 
life, I never lod tooth or fang, either by worm, rheum or lcurvy.” “  At 
prefent, faid the fquire, in that part o f the lower jaw, your worfhip has 
but two grinders and a h alf; and above, neither half nor whole; all is 
fmooth as the palm o f my hand.” 44 Cruel fortune! cried Don Quixote, 
hearing this melancholy piece of news, would they had rather demolifhed 
a limb, fo it had not been the fword arm : for, I would have thee to know, 
Sancho, that a mouth without grinders, is like a mill without a m illdone;
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and a * tooth is worth a treafure; but, fuch mifchances always attend us 
who profefs the ftriCt order of chivalry: get up, friend, and lead the way, 
and I will follow at thy own pace.” Sancho complied with, his defire, and 
took the way that feemed moft likely to lead to fome accommodation, with­
out quitting the high road, which was thereabouts very much frequented. 
While they jogged on foftly, becaufe the pain in Don Quixote* jaws would 
not fuffer him to be quiet, or exert himfelf in pulhing forward, Sancho be­
ing defirous of entertaining and diverting him with his difcourfe, faid, 
among other, tilings, what will be rehearfed in the following chapter.

jl©8 The LIFE and ATCHIEVE MENTS of Book III.

C H A P .  V.

An account o f the fage difcourfe that paifed between Sancho and his maf- 
ter. : the fucceeding adventure of the corpfe, with other remarkable events.

IN my opinion, my good mafter, all the mifventures, which have this 
day happened to us, are defigned as a punifhment for the fins com­

mitted by your worfhip, in neglecting to fulfil the oath you took, not to 
eat off a table-cloth, nor folace yourielf with the queen j together with all 
the reft that follows, which your worfhip fwore to obferve, until fuch 
time as you could carry off that helmet o f Malandrino, or how d’ye call the 
Moor ? for I don’t remember his right name.” “  Thou art very much in 
the right, faid Don Quixote: to deal ingenuoufly with thee, Sancho, that affair 
had actually dipt out of my remembrance; and thou mayeft depend upon it, 
that affair o f the blanketing happened to thee, for the fault thou waft: guilty 
of, in omitting to put me in mind of it, in time : but, I will make an attone- 
ment; for, there are methods for compounding every thing, in the order of 
chivalry.” “  Did I fwear any thing ?” replied Sancho. “  Your not having 
fworn is of no importance, faid Don Quixote j it is enough that I know 
ypu to be concerned as an acceflary; and whether that be the cafe or not, 
it will not be amils to provide a remedy.” “  Well then, replied the fquire, 
I  hope your worfhip will not forget this, as you did the oath : perhaps 
the phantoms may take it in their heads again, to divert themfelves with 
me, and even with your worfhip, if  they find you obftinate.”

In this and other fuch difcourfe, night overtook them in the midft of their 
journey j before they could light on or difcover any houfe where they could 
procure lodging j and what was worfe, they were almoft fa mi filed: for, in their 
hags, they had loft their whole buttery and provifion; nay, to crown their mif-

* I have endeavoured to preferve an alliteration in tooth and treafure, after the example of Cervantes, 
who fceuu to have intended it, in the words Diente aad Diamante.

fortune,



fortune, an adventure happened to them, that without any exaggeration, 
might have actually palled for fbmething preternatural. Though the night 
Hurt in very dark, they continued travelling, Sancho believing, that as they 
were in the king’s highway, they fhould probably find an inn, at the dis­
tance o f a league or two.

Jo ggin g  on therefore, under cloud o f night', the Squire exceeding hun­
gry, and the mafter very well difpofed to eat, they defcried upon the road 
before them a vad number o f lights, that fcerned like moving dars, ap­
proaching them. Sancho was confounded at the fight, the meaning o f 
which, even Dort Quixote could not comprehend: the one checked his a Is, 
the other pulled in his horfe’s bridle, and both halted, in order to gaze 
attentively at the apparition o f the lights, which Seemed to increaSe the 
nearer they came. This being perceived by the Squire, he began to quake 
like quickfilver; and the hair bridled up on Don Quixote's head : never­
theless, recollecting himSelf a little, “  Without doubt, Sancho, Said he, 
this mud be a vad and perilous adventure, in which I Shall be obliged to 
exert my whole drength and prowefs.” “  Woe is me ! cried Sancho, i f  
perchance this fhould be an adventure o f phantoms, as I am afraid it is, 
where Shall I find ribs for the occafion ?” “  Phantoms or not phantoms,
Said the knight, I will not Suffer them to touch a thread of thy cloaths : 
i f  they made merry at thy expence before, it was owing to my incapacity 
to climb over the yard w a ll: but, at prefent, we are in an open field, 
where I can manage my Sword, as I pleaSe.” “  But, i f  they fhould be­
numb and bewitch you, as they did in the morning, Said the Squire, what 
benefit Shall I receive from being in the open field ?” Be that as it will, re­
plied Don Quixote, I befeech thee, Sancho, be o f good courage j and thou 
fhalt Soon know by experience, how much I am mader of that virtue.’* 
Sancho accordingly, promifed to do his bed, with God’s afiidance: then 
they both dept to one fide of the road, and began to gaze again with 
great attention : while they were thus endeavouring to difcern the mean­
ing o f the lights, they perceived a great number of perfons in w hite: 
which dreadful vifion entirely extinguished the courage o f Sancho Panza, 
whofe teeth began to chatter, as if  he had been in the cold fit o f an ague i 
and this agitation and chattering increafed, when they Saw them more di- 
flin & ly : for, fird and foremod appeared about twenty perfons on horfeback, 
all o f them cloathed in white, with each a lighted flambeau in his hand, 
muttering in a low and plaintive tone. Behind them, came a litter covered 
with black, followed by fix mounted cavaliers in deep mourning, that 
trailed at the very heels o f their mules, which were eafily diflinguiflied 
from horfes, by the flownefs of their pace.
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This ftrange vifion at fuch an hour, and in fuch a defart place, was, 

furely, fufficient to finite the heart of Sancho with fear, and even make 
an impreflion upon his m after; and this would have been the cafe, had 
he been any other than Don Quixote : as for the fquire, his whole flock 
of refolution went to wreck. It was not fo with his mailer, whole ima­
gination clearly reprefented to him, that this was exadlly an adventure of 
the fame kind with thofe he had read in books o f chivalry: that the 
clofe litter was a bier, in which was carried fome dead or wounded knight, 
the revenge of whofe wrongs was referved for him alone: wherefore, 
without can vailing the matter any further, he fet his lance in the reft, 
fixed himfelf in his feat, and with the moft genteel and gallant deport­
ment, placing himfelf in the middle of the road, through which they 
were indifpenfibly obliged to pal's ; he raifed his voice, and called to them as 
they approached:

“  Halt, knights, whol'oever ye are, and give an account of yourfelves: 
whence come ye ? whither go ye ? and what are you carrying off in that 
bier ? for, in all appearance, you have either done, or are doing, an injury 
to fome perfon: and it is neceffary and convenient that I fhould know it, 
in order to chaftife you for what you are now doing, or revenge the wrong 
you have already done.” “  We are at prefent, in a hurry, (replied one of 
the phantomes in white; the inn we intend to lodge at is far off, and we 
cannot ftay to give fuch a tedious account as you defire.” So faying, he 
fpurrcd on his mule; while Don Quixote, mightily incenfed at this reply, 
laid hold of his bridle, laying, “  Stand, and anfwer the queftions I have 
alked, with more civility; otherwife, I will give battle to you all.”

The mule being fkittilh, was frightened in fuch a manner, at being feized 
by the bridle, that rearing on her hind feet, fhe fell backward upon her 
rider; and a fervant on foot, feeing his mafter fall, began to revile Don 
Quixote, whofe choler being already provoked, he couched his lance, and 
without hefitation, attacker! one of the mourners, who foon fell to the 
ground, moft miferably mauled: then wheeling about, upon the reft, it 
was furprizing to fee with what difpatch lie affaulted and put them to the 
rout! while Rozinante a died with fuch agility and fury, that one would have 
fworn, at that inftant, a pair of-wings had fprung from his back. All the 
lquadron arrayed in white, was compofed of timorous and unarmed people, 
who were fain to get out of the fray, as foon as pollible, and began to fly 
acrofs the plain, with their lighted torches, hke fo many maikers in carnival 
time. The mourners being involved and intangled in their long robes, 
could not ftir out of the way : fo that Don Quixote, without running any 
rilk, drubbed them all round, and obliged them at length to quit the held, 
much againft their inclination; for, they adtually believed he was no man,

but
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but a devil incarnate, who lay in wait to carry off the dead body that was 
in the litter.

All this while Sancho flood beholding with admiration the courage and 
intrepidity o f the knight; faying within himfelf, “  This mailer of mine is 
certainly as flrong and valiant as he pretends to be.”

Mean while, Don Quixote, by the light o f a torch that lay burning on the 
ground, perceiving the firft whom the mule overthrew, rode up to him, and 
clapping the point o f his lance to the poor man’s throat, commanded him to 
yield ; otherwife, he would put him to death. To this declaration the other 
anfwered, “  Methinks I am already fufficiently quiet; for, one of my legs 
is broke, fo that I cannot ft ir : I befeech your worlhip, therefore, i f  you 
be a ehriitian, not to kill me, as in fo doing, you will commit the horrid 
fm of facrilege; for, l a m a  licientiate, and have taken holy orders.” “  I f  
you are an ecclefiaftic, what the devil brought you here ?” cried Don Quix­
ote. “  The devil indeed I think it was,” anfwered the overthrown prieft: 
“  You will have to do with worfe than the devil, faid the knight, if  you 
refule the fatisfadion I at firft demanded.” “  That is eafily granted: re­
plied the other, and in the firft place, your worfhip muft know, that tho’ 
I juft now called mylelf a licentiate, I am no more than a batchelor: my 
name is Alonzo Lopez ; I was born at Alcovendas; and now come from the 
city o f Bae^a, in company with eleven other priefts, who are thofe who fled 
with the torches: we are convoying to Segovia that litter, which contains 
the ccrpfe of a gentleman who died in Baeca, where it was depofited till 
now, (as I was faying) that we are carrying his bones to be interred at Se­
govia, which was the place of his nativity.” And who killed him ?” faid 
Don Quixote. “  God himfelf, replied the batchelor, by means of a pefti- 
lential calenture that feized h im !” “  At that rate, relumed the knight, the 
Lord hath faved me the trouble of avenging his death, as I would have done* 
had he been flain by any mortal arm ; but, confrdering how he died, there 
is nothing to be done, except to fhrug up our fhoulders in lilence: for, this 
is all that could happen, even if I myfclf lhould fall by the fame hand; and 
1  defire your reverence would take notice, that I am a knight of La Man­
cha, called Don Quixote, whofe office and exercife it is, to travel thro’ the 
world, redreffing grievances, and righting wrongs*.” “  I do not know how 
you can call this behaviour righting wrongs, faid the batchelor: I am fure 
you have changed my right into wrong, by breaking my leg, which will 
never be let to rights again fo long as I live ; and the grievances you have 
redrefled for me, have been to aggrieve me in fuch manner, as that I fhall 
never ceaie to grieve at my mifventure, in meeting with you, while you was

* Knights engaged themfelves, by oath, taprotett the widow and the orphan, to rcdrefs all injuries, and 
in a fpecial manner, to defend the characters of ladies by force of arms.
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in fearch of adventures.” “  All things do not equally fucceed, obferved 
the knight; it was the misfortune o f you and your companions, Mr. Bat­
chelor Alonzo Lopez, to travel in the night, with thefe furplices and lighted 
flambeaus, Tinging all the way, before people clad in deep mourning, fo 
that you feemed a company o f ghofts broke from the other w orld; there­
fore, I could not help performing my duty in attacking you : and I would 
have behaved in the fame manner, had I actually known you to be really 
and truly the inhabitants of hell; for, fuch indeed I  thought you were.” 
“  Since my hard fate would have it fo, faid the batchelor, I intreat your 
worfhip, Sir knight-errant, who have been the caufe o f an unlucky errand 
to me, to help me in getting from under the mule, which keeps one of my 
legs fall jammed between the ftirrup and the faddle.” “  I might have 
talked on till morning, faid the knight} why did not you inform me of 
your diftrefs fooner ?”

He then called aloud to Sancho, who was in no hurry to hear him, but bufy 
in rummaging a fumpter mule which thofe honelt priefts brought along 
with them, well furnilhed with provifions. Having made a bag o f his great 
coat, into which he crammed as much o f their victuals as it would hold, 
he loaded his afs with the bundle, and then running up to his mailer, 
helped to free Mr. Batchelor from the oppreflion o f his mule, on whicln, 
having mounted him, with a torch in his hand, Don Quixote advifed him 
to follow the rout of his companions; and defired him to beg their pardon 
in his name, for the injury he had done them, as it was not in his power 
to avoid it. Sancho likewife interpofing, faid, '« I f  in cafe the gentlemen 
fhould want to know, who the valiant hero is, who put them to flight, your 
worfhip may tell them, that he is the famous Don Quixote de la Mancha, 
otherwife firnamed the Knight of the rueful Countenance.”

Thus difmifled, the batchelor purfued his w ay; and the knight afked 
what had induced Sancho, now, rather than at any other time, to llile him 
the Knight of the rueful Countenance. “  Truly, anfwered Sancho, I have 
been looking at you fome time, by the light o f that torch the unfortunate 
traveller held in his hand-  ̂ and in good faith, your worfhip cuts the moll 
difmal figure I have almolt ever feen; and it mull certainly be occafioned 
either by the fatigue you have undergone in this battle, or by the want of 
your teeth. “  That is not the cafe, replied his mailer j but, thefagewho is 
-dellined to write the hillory of my exploits, hath thought proper that I 
fhould affume fome appellation, by the example of former knights, one of 
whom took the title of the Flaming Sword; another, of the Unicorn; a 
third, of the Ladies; a fourth, o f the Phcenix; a fifth, o f the Griffin; a 
fixth, called himfelf the Knight of death; and by thefe epithets and fym- 
bols, they were known all over the face o f the earth; and therefore, I fay,

that
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that the fore-mentioned fage hath now put it into thy thoughts, and di­
rected thy tongue to call me the knight o f the rueful Contenance; an ap­
pellation that henceforward I adopt: and that it may fuit me the better, I 
am refolved to have a mofl woeful figure painted upon my fhield, with the 
firft opportunity.” “  There is no occafion, faid Sancho, to throw away 
time and money on fuch a device ; your worfhip has no more to do, but 
uncover your own face; and I ’ll warrant, thofe who behold it, will call it a 
rueful one, without your having recourfe to pictures and fhields to explain 
your meaning; and you may believe I tell you nothing but the truth, when 
I maintain, tho’ it be but in jeft, that hunger and the want o f teeth, makes 
your worfhip look fo ill-favouredly, that we may very well fave the expence 
o f a rueful picture.”

Don Quixote could not help laughing at the pleafantry o f Sancho, tho’ 
he actually determined to affume that name, and have his fhield and target 
painted according to his fancy. “  I know, Sancho, faid he, that I have 
incurred the fentence o f excommunication, for having laid violent hands on 
confecrated things, according to the canon; ‘ Si quis fuadente diabolo, &c.’ 
yet, you know, I touched them not. with my hands, but with my lance; 
and even then, never dreamed o f injuring priefts, or o f giving the fmalleft 
offence to the church, which I refpeCt and adore, like a faithful catholic 
and chriftian as I am ; but, on the contrary, took them for phantomes and 
beings o f another w orld : but, the cafe being as it is, I remember what hap­
pened to the Cid Ruy Diaz, who broke to pieces the chair o f a certain 
king’s ambaffador, in prefence of his holinefs the pope; for which outrage 
he was excommunicated; and that very day, the worthy Rodrigo de Vivar, 
behaved like a valiant and honourable knight.”

The batchelor being gone, as we have obferved, without anfwering one 
word, Don Quixote expreffed a defire o f examining the litter, to fee if  it 
really contained a corpfe; but, Sancho would by no means confent to 
this inquiry; faying, “  Your worfhip has already finilhed this perilous 
adventure, with lefs damage to yourfelf, than I have feen you receive in any 
other; but, the people whom you have conquered and overthrown, may 
chance to recolledt that they were vanquifhed by a lingle man, and be fo 
much afhamed and confounded at their own cowardice, as to rally, and if  
they find us, give us our belly-full. Dapple is at prefent very comfortably 
furniflied, there is an uninhabited mountain hard by, hunger is craving, we 
have nothing to do, but retreat thither at a gentle trot; and, as the faying 
is, ‘ the dead to the bier, and the living to good chear.’ W ith thefe words, 
he took the lead with his afs, and the knight thinking there was a good deal 
o f reafon in what he faid, followed him very peaceably, without making any 
reply.
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When they had travelled a little way between two hills, they found them- 
felves in a fpacious and retired valley, where they alighted j Sancho un­
loaded the afs, they fat down on the green turf, and with hunger for 
their fauce, difpatched their breakfad, dinner, afternoon’s luncheon and 
fupper at one m eal; folacing their domachs out o f more than one balket, 
which the ecclefiaftical attendants of the defunCt, who feldom negleCt thefe 
things, had brought along with them on their fumpter m ule: but, another 
misfortune befel them, which in Sancho’ opinion was the word that could 
happen; they had not one drop o f wine to drink, nor indeed o f water to 
cool their throats, fb that they were parched with th ird : then, the f'quire 
perceiving the meadow where they fat, was overgrown with green and ten­
der grafs, made the propofal which may be feen in the following chapter.
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O f the unfeen and unheard-of adventure atchieved by the valiant Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, with lefs hazard than ever attended any exploit 
performed by the mod renowned knight on earth.

“  f i  'H I S  grafs, my good mader, proves beyond all contradiction, 
X  that there mud be fome fpring or rivulet hereabouts, by which 

it is watered > and therefore, we had better proceed a little farther, un­
til we find wherewith to allay this terrible third, which is more painful 
and fatiguing than hunger alone.” This advice appearing rational to Don 
Quixote, he took hold of Rozinante’s bridle, and Sancho leading Dapple by 
the halter, after he had loaded him again with the fragments o f their fup­
per, they began to move farther into the meadow, at a venture, for the 
night was fo dark, they could not didinguifh one objeCf from another: but, 
they had not gone two hundred paces, when their ears were faluted with 
a prodigious noife of water, that feemed to rudi down from fome huge and 
lofty rocks: they were infinitely rejoiced at the found, when, halting to 
liden, that they might know whence it came, they were all o f a fudden fur- 
prifedwith another kind of noife, that foon damped the pleafure occafioned by 
the water, efpecially in Sancho, who was naturally fearful and faint-hearted: 
I fay, they heard the found of regular drokes, accompanied with drange 
clanking of iron chains, which, added to the dreadful din o f the cataraCt, 
would have fmote the heart o f any other but Don Quixote with fear and 
condemation.

*1 he night, as we have already oblerved, was dark, our travellers hap­
pened at this time to be in a grove of tall trees, whofe leaves, moved gently
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b y the wind, yielded a fort o f dreary whilper: lo, that the folitude o f the 
place, the darknefs o f the night, the noife o f the water, and m illing o f the 
leaves, concurred to inljpire them with horror and difmay : the more fo, as 
the flrokes were continued, the wind fighed on, and the morning was far o ff; 
and all thefe circumllances were aggravated by their ignorance o f the place 
in which they were. But, Don Quixote encouraged by his own intrepid 
heart, mounted Rozinante, braced his Ihield, and brandilhing his lance, 
“  Friend Sancho, cried he, know that I was born by heaven’s appointment, 
in thefe iron times, to revive the age o f gold, or, as it is ufually called, the 
golden age. I  am he, for whom ftrange perils, valiant deeds, and vafl ad­
ventures are referved ! I am he, I fay, ordained to re-ellablilh the knights of 
the round table, the twelve peers of France, with the nine worthies! he, 
whole feats fhall bury in oblivion, the Platirs, Tablantes, Olivantes, and 
Tirantes, the Febufes and Belianifes, together with the whole tribe of 
knights-errant who lived in former tim es: performing fuch mighty and 
amazing deeds o f arms, as will eclipfe their moll renowned a£ ls ! Confider 
well, thou true and loyal fquire, the darknefs and the folemn llillnefs o f this 
night, the indiftin£l and hollow whifpering o f thefe trees, the dreadful din 
o f that water we came to leek, which feems to rufh and rumble down from 
the lofty mountains o f the m oon; together with thefe mediant flrokes 
that llrike and wound our ears: all thole circumftances united, or each 
lingly by itfelf, is fufficient to infufe fear, terror and difmay, into the breall 
of Mars himfelf; much more in him who is altogether unaccullomed to 
fudi adventures and events. Yet, all I have deferibed are only incentives 
that awaken my courage, and already caufe my heart to rebound within 
my breall, with delire to atchieve this adventure, howfoever difficult it may 
appear to be ! Therefore, lfraiten Rozinante’s girth, recommend thyfelf to 
God, and wait for me in this place, three days at farthell, within which 
time, if  I come not back, thou may’ll return to our village, and, as the 
lall favour and fervice done to me, go from thence to Tobol'o, and inform 
my incomparable millrefs, Dulcinea, that her captive knight died in attempt­
ing things that might render him worthy to be called her lover.”

When Sancho heard thefe lall words of his mailer; he began to. blubber 
with incredible tendernefs. <c I cannot conceive, laid he, why your wor- 
fhip Ihould attempt fuch a terrible adventure: it is now dark, and no body 
fees u s ; therefore, we may turn out of this road and avoid the danger, tlio’ 
we fhould not talle liquor thefe three days; and if no body fees us, we run 
no rilk of being accul'ed of cowardice: befides, I have heard the curate of 
our town, whom your worfhip knows very well, remark, in his preaching, 
‘ he that feeketh danger peiiiheth therein: therefore it mull be a fin to 
tempt God by engaging in this ralh exploit, from wffience there is no efcaping
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without a miracle: and heaven hath wrought enow of them already, in 
preferving you from being blanketted as I was, and bringing you off con­
queror, and found wind and limb, from the midft of fo many adverfaries as 
accompanied the dead m an: and if  all this will not move you, nor foften 
your rugged heart, fure you will relent, when you confider, and are allured', 
that your worfhip will be fcarce gone from hence, when I fhall, thro’ pure 
fear, yield my life to any thing that may chufe to take it. I left m y habi­
tation, wife and children, to come and ferve your worfhip, believing it 
would be the better, not the worfe for me fo to d o : but, as greedinefs burfts 
the bag, fo is the bag of my hopes burften; for, when they are at the 
higheft pitch, in expectation of that curft unlucky ifland your worfhip has 
promifed me fo often; I find, in lieu of that, you want to make me amends, 
by leaving me in this defart, removed from all human footfleps: for the love 
of G o d ! dear matter, do me not fuch wrong ; or, if  your worfhip is re- 
folved to attempt this atchievement, at any rate, at leaft delay it till morn­
ing, which, according to the figns I learned when I was fhepherd, will ap­
pear in lefs than three hours; for the muzzle of the bear*, is at top of his 
head, and fhews midnight in the line of the left paw.”

“  How can’ft thou perceive, faid Don Quixote, that line or head, or * 
muzzle thou talked: o f ; when the night is fo dark, that there is not a flat 
to be feen?” “  It is fo, anfwered Sancho, but, fear hath many eyes; and I 
can at prefent behold things that are hid within the bowels o f the earth; 
much more thofe that appear in the firmament above: a man of found 
judgment, like me, can eafily foretell, that it will foon be day.” “  Let it 
come when it will, anfwered Don Quixote, it fhall not be faid of me, either 
now, or at any other time,, that I was diverted by tears and intreaties, from 
doing what I owed to the cuftoms of chivalry r I therefore, befeech thee, 
Sancho, to hold thy peace; for, God who has put it in my heart,..to attempt 
this dreadful and unfeen adventure, will doubtlefs, take care of my fafety, 
and comfort thee in thy affliction: thy bufmefs at prefent, is, to gird fait 
Rozinante, and remain in this place; for, dead or alive, I will foon return.” 

Sancho finding this was the final refolution of his mafter; and how little 
all his tears, advice, and intreaties availed ; determined to make ufe o f ftra- 
tagem to detain the knight, i f  poffible, till morning: with this purpofe, 
under pretence of adjlifting the girth of Rozinante, he fair and foftly, with­
out being perceived, tied two o f the horfe’s feet together, with the halter of 
his afs, in fuch a manner, that when Don Quixote attempted to depart, he 
found it impofflble, becaufe his fteed could move no otherwife than by leaps..

* In Caftilian, Bojina fignifies a cornet or hunting-horn, to which the Spaniards fuppofe the conftela> 
uon of Urfa Minor bears fome refemblance.
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The fquire perceiving the fuccefs o f his invention, “  Sir, faid he, you may 
fee that heaven, melted by my tears and prayers, hath ordained that Rozinante 
lhall not R ir; and if  you obRinately perliR in fpurring and driving him on* 
you will only give offence to providence, and, as the faying is, kick againft 
the pricks.”

The knight actually defpaired of making him go forward, becaufe the 
more he goaded his horfe, the lefs was he inclined to R ir ; and therefore, 
without gueffing a tittle o f the ligature, thought proper to fubmit, and wait 
with patience, either till morning, or fuch time as Rozinante fhould re­
cover the ufe o f his limbs ; believing for certain, that his difappointment 
was owing to another caufe, than the craft of his fquire, to whom he faid : 
“  Since Rozinante is incapable o f moving, I am content to wait for the 
dawn, tho’ I cannot help lamenting its delay.” “ You fhall have no caufe 
for lamentation, anfwered Sancho, I will entertain your worfhip with tell­
ing Rories till day, unlefs you chufe to alight, and take a nap on the foft 
grafs, according to the cuftom o f knights-errant, that you may find your- 
felf refrefhed when day breaks, and ready to undertake the unconfcionable 
adventure that awaits you.” “  Talk  not to me, o f alighting or fleeping, faid 
Don Quixote, do’R thou imagine me to be one o f thofe knights who feek 
their repofe, in times o f danger ? Sleep thou, who wa’R born to deep, or 
follow thy own inclinations ; for my own part, I  will behave as becomes a 
perfon o f my pretenfions.” “  Let not your worfhip be offended; for, that 
was not my intention when I fpoke,” anfwered Sancho, who coming clofe 
to him, laid hold of the faddle before and behind, and Rood embracing his 
maRer’s left thigh, without daring to Rir a finger’s breadth from the fpot; 
fuch was his conRernation infpired by the Rrokes, which all this time, 
founded alternately in his ears.

Then Don Quixote claiming his promife o f entertaining him wdth fome 
R ory; “  I would,, with all my heart, faid Sancho, i f  the dread of what I 
hear, would allow m e; but, neverthelefs, I will try to force out one Rory, 
which, if  I hit it aright, without letting it dip thro’ my hands, is the beR 
tale that ever was told; therefore, I would have your woifhip be. attentive, 
for thus I begin.

“  There was, fo there w as; the good that diall fall, betide us a ll; and he 
that feeks evil, may he meet with the devil. Your worfhip may take notice, 
that the beginning o f antient tales, is not juR what came into the head of the 
teller: no, they always began with fome laying of Cato the cenfer of Rome, 
like this of ‘ He that feeks evil, may he meet with the devil.’ And truly it 
comes as pat to the purpofe, as the ring to my finger, in order to perfuade 
your worfhip to remain where you are, without going in fearch o f evil, in 
any manner of w ay ; or elfe to turn into another road, fince we are not bound
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to follow this in which we have been furprized with fear and terror.” 
“  Follow thy flory, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, and as to the road we 
have to follow, leave the care o f that to me.” “ T o  proceed then, faid 
Sancho : In a certain village o f Eflremadura, there lived a certain goat- 
fhepherd. I mean, one that kept goats; and this fhepherd or goat-herd, 
as the flory goes, was called Lope Ruyz ; and it came to pafs, that this 
Lope Ruyz fell in love with a fhepherdefs whofe name was Torralva ; which 
fhepherdefs, whofe name was Torralva, was the daughter of a rich herdf- 
man ; and this rich herdfman.”—

“  I f  thou telleft thy tale in this manner, cried Don Quixote, repeating 
every circum(lance twice over; it will not be finifhed thefe two days: pro­
ceed therefore, connedledly, and rehearfe it, like a man of underflanding : 
otherwife, thou hadfl better hold thy tongue.” “  In my country, anfwer- 
ed Sancho, all the old (lories are told in this manner; neither can I tell 
it in any other; nor is it civil in your worfhip, to delire I fhould change 
the cuflom.” “  Take thy own way, faid the knight, and fince it is the 
will o f fate, that I fhould hear thee, pray go on.”

“  Well then, good mailer o f mine, proceeded Sancho, that fame 
fhepherd. as I have already remarked, fell in love with the fhepherdefs 
Torralva, who was a thick, brawny wench, a little coy, and lomewhat 
mafculine; for, fhe wore a fort of muftachios : methinks, I fee her now, 
for all the world.” “  Then thou kneweft her ?” faid the knight. “  Not 
I, anfwered the fquire, but the perfon who told me the (lory, faid it was 
fo true and certain, that if  ever I fhould chance to tell it again, I  might 
affirm upon oath, that I had feen it with my own eyes— And fo, in pro- 
cefs o f time, the devil, who never deeps, but wants to have a finger in 
every pye, managed matters in fuch a manner, that the fhepherd’s love 
for the fhepherdefs, was turned into malice and deadly hate: and the caufe, 
according to evil tongues, was a certain quantity o f fmall jealoufies fhe 
gave him, exceeding all bounds and meafure. And fuch was the abhor­
rence the fhepherd conceived for her, from that good day forward, that, 
in order to avoid the fight of her, he refolved to abfent himfelf from his 
own country, and go where he fhould never let eyes on her again. Tor­
ralva finding herfelf defpifed by Lope, began to love him more than ever.” 
“  That is the natural difpofition of the lex, faid Don Quixote, to difdain 
thofe who adore them, and love thofe by whom they are abhorred : but, 
proceed Sancho.”

It fo fell out, faid Sancho, that the fhepherd put his refolution in 
pra&ice, and driving his goats before him, travelled tlirough the plains of 
Ellremadura, towards the kingdom of Portugal. Torralva having got 
an inkling of his defign, was foon at his heels, following him on foot,

aye,
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aye, and barefoot too, with a pilgrim’s ftaff in her hand, and a wallet at 
her back, in which, as the report goes, fhe carried a bit o f a looking-glafs, 
a broken comb, and a kind of vial o f wafh for her complexion: but, 
howfomever, whether fhe carried thefe things or not, I fhall not at pre- 
fent, take upon me to aver : but only fay what is recorded, that the fhep- 
herd came with his flock to the river Guadiana, which at that time was 
very high, having almoft forfaken its channel: and finding at the place, 
neither boat nor bark to carry himfelf and his flock to the other fide, he 
was very much in the dumps, becaufe he faw Torralva behind him, and 
knew what he muft fuffer, from her tears and complaints: but, looking 
about, he at laft perceived hard by him, a fifherman in a boat that was 
fo fmall, as to contain only one perfon and one goat : neverthelefs, 
they ftruck up a bargain, by which the man was to ferry over the fhep- 
herd with his three hundred goats. Accordingly, the fifherman took one 
goat into the boat, and carried it over; then he returned and carried over 
another, then he returned again to fetch another. Pray good your wor- 
fhip, keep an exadt account of the goats, as the fifherman ferried them 
over; for, i f  one only fhould be loft in the reckoning, the ftory will 
break off, and it will be impoflible for me to relate one word more. T o  
be fhort then, I fay, the landing-place on the other fide being full o f mud 
and flippery, was a great hindrance to the fifherman in his going and 
com ing; but, however, he returned for the other goat, and then for fome 
more, and then for another.”

“  Suppofe them all pafled over at once, faid Don Quixote; for, i f  thou 
goeft backwards and forwards in this manner, thou wilt not have them 
all ferried over in a year.” “  How many have already pafled ?” faid the 
fquire, “  How the devil fhould I know ?” anfwered the knight. “  Did 
not I tell you to keep a good account ? faid Sancho, now before G o d ! the 
tale is at an end, and it is impoflible to proceed.” “  How can that be ? 
replied Don Quixote, is it fo effential to the ftory, to know the number of 
goats as they pafled, fo precifely, that if  I mifreckon one, thou canft not 
proceed ?” “  Certainly, fir, faid Sancho, I can proceed in no manner of
way : for, when I defired your worfhip to tell me what number o f goats 
had pafled, and you anfwered you did not know, at that inftant, the 
whole o f the ftory that remained untold, vanifhed from my remembrance; 
and, upon my confcience! it was very curious and entertaining.” “  At 
that rate then, the ftory is at an end ? faid Don Quixote, “  As much at 
an end, replied the fquire, as the mother that bore me.”

In good footh, refumed the knight, thou haft related the ftrangeft 
fable, tale, or ftory that ever was invented; and finilhed thy relation 
in  fuch a manner, as never was, or will be heard again in this w orld :

but
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but nothing elfe was to be expedted from thy found judgment : and 
indeed, it is a matter of no admiration with m e; becaufe, I take it 
for granted that thefe inceflant Rrokes have difordered thy under- 
Randing.” <c Not unlikely, faid Sancho; but, this I know, that there is 
no more to be faid of the tale, which ended in that place, where the 
miftake began, about the paffage of the goats.” “  In good time, end it 
according to thy own pleafure, replied the knight, and now let us fee 
i f  Rozinante will move. So faying, he began again to fpur, and the 
horfe to leap, without moving from his Ration, fo effedlually had San­
cho fettered him.

About this time, whether it was owing to the coolnefs of the morning that 
approached, or to his having fupped upon fomething that was laxative; or, 
which is more probable, to the operation of nature; Sancho was feized with 
an inclination and defire o f doing that which could not be performed by 
proxy; but, luch was the terror that had taken pofleflion of his foul, that he 
durR not move the breadth of a nail-paring from his maRer’s fide : at 
the fame time, it was as impofiible for him, to refift the motion of his 
bowels ; and therefore, to compromife the matter, he flipp’d his right hand 
from the hinder part of the faddle, and without any noife, foftly undid 
the (lip knot by which his breeches were kept up : upon which, they of 
themfelves fell down to his heels, where they remained like a pair of 
fhackles; he then gathered up his lhirt behind, as well as he could ; and 
expofed his poReriors, which were none of the fmalleft, to the open air : 
this being done, and he imagined it was the chief Rep he could take to 
deliver himfelf from the prefling occafion and dilemma, in which he was, 
another difficulty Rill greater occurred, namely, that he fhould not be 
able to dilencumbcr himfelf without noife: he therefore, began to fix his 
teeth clofe, flirug up his fhoulders, and hold in his breath with all his 
might. But, notwithRanding thefe precautions, he was fo unlucky in 
the iflue, as to produce a rumbling found very different from that which 
had terrified him fo much. It did not efcape the ears of Don Quixote, 
who immediately cried, “  What noife is that, Sancho ? “  I know not, fir, 
faid the fquire, it muff be fome new affair, for adventures and mifventures 
never begin with trifles.” He tried his fortune a fecond time, and with­
out any more noife or diforder, freed himfelf from the load which had 
given him fo much uneafinefs. But, as Don Quixote’s fenfe o f fmelling, 
was altogether as acute as that of his hearing, and Sancho Rood fo clofe to 
him, that the vapours afeended towards him, almoR in a direct line, he could 
not exclude fome of them from paying a vifit to his nofe. No fooner was 
he fenfible of the firR falutation, than in his own defence, he prefled his 
nofe between his finger and thumb, and in a fnuffling tone, pronounced,

“  Sancho,
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“  Sancho, thou feemeR to be in great fear.” “  I am fo, anfwered the 
fquire; but, how comes your worfhip to perceive my fears now, more 
than ever ?” “  Becaufe, at prefent, thou fmellelt more than ever, and that 
not o f amber,” replied the knight. “  That may be, faid Sancho; but, I 
am not fo much to blame as your worfhip, who drags me at fuch unfea- 
fonable hours, into thefe uninhabited places.” “  Retire three or four 
Reps farther off, friend, refumed Don Quixote, flopping his nofe all the 
time, and henceforth take more heed o f thy own perfon, and remember 
what thou owefl to m ine; for, I find, the frequent converfation I main­
tain with thee, hath engendered this difrefpedt.” “  I'll lay a wager, re­
plied Sancho, that your worfhip thinks I have been doing fomething I 
ought not to have done.” “  The more you flir it, friend Sancho, faid the 
knight, the more it will flink.”

In this and other fuch dilcourfe, the mailer and his fquire palled the 
n igh t; but, Sancho perceiving the day begin to break apace, with great 
care and fecrecy, unbound Rozinante, and tied up his breeches. The 
beall, which was naturally none o f the brifkeR, feemed to rejoice at his 
freedom, and began to paw the ground; for, as to curvetting, with his 
leave be it fpoken, he knew nothing o f the matter. Don Quixote finding 
him fo mettlefome, conceived a good omen from his eagernefs, believing 
it a certain prelage o f his fuccefs in the dreadful adventure he was about 
to atchieve. Aurora now difcloled herfelf, and objects appearing diltindt- 
ly, Don Quixote found himfelf in a grove o f tall chefnut-trees, which 
formed a very thick fhade. The llrokes Rill continuing, though he could 
not conceive the meaning of them, he, without further delay, made Rozi­
nante feel the fp u r ; then turning to take leave o f Sancho, commanded 
him to wait three days at farthefl, as he had directed before; and i f  he 
fliould not return before that tim^ was expired, he might take it for granted, 
that God had been pleafed to put a period to his life, in that perilous ad­
venture ; he again recommended to him, the embaffy and meifage he lhouki 
carry from him, to his miRrefs Dulcineaj and bade him give himfelf no 
uneafinefs about his w ages; for, he had made a will, before he quitted his 
family, in which he lhouki find his fervices repayed, by a lalary propor­
tioned to the time o f his attendance: but, i f  heaven ihould be pleafed to 
bring him off from that danger, fafe, found and free he might, beyond 
all queRion, lay his account with the government of the ill and he had 
promifed him. • Sancho, hearing thefe difmal exprefiions of his worthy 
mafier, repeated, began to blubber afrefh, and refolved not to leave him, 
until the lall circumflance and iffue of the affair.

From thefe tears, and this honourable determination o f Sancho 
Panza, the author o f this hiRory, concludes, that he muR have been a

V ol. I. R  gentleman
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gentleman born, or an old chriftian at lead. His mader himfelf was 
melted a little at this tedimony o f his affedtion, but not fo much, as to 
difcover the lead weaknefs: on the contrary, difguifing his fentiments, he 
rode forward towards the place, from whence the noife of the drokes and 
water feemed to come ; Sancho following on foot, and, according to cuf- 
tom, leading by the halter his als, which was the condant companion ot 
his good and evil fortune. Having travelled a good way, among thole 
lhady chel'nut-trees, they arrived in a fmall meadow lying at the foot of a 
huge rock, over which a dream of water rufhed down with vad impetuo- 
fity. Below, appeared a few wretched huts, that looked more like ruins 
than houfes, and they obferved that from them proceeded the horrible din 
of the drokes which had not yet ceafed.

Rozinante being dartled at the dreadful noife o f the drokes and water, 
Don Quixote endeavoured to footh him, and advanced by little and little, to­
wards the huts, recommending himfelf in the mod earned manner, to his 
midrefs, whole favour he implored in the atchievement o f that fearful 
enterprize : neither did he omit praying to God for his protection. San­
cho, who never dirred from his fide, thrud his neck as far as he could, 
Between the legs of Rozinante, in order to difcover the objeCts that kept 
him in fuch terror and fufpence; and when they had proceeded about an 
hundred paces farther, at the doubling of a corner, dood fully difclofed to 
view, the very individual and undoubted caufe o f this tremendous found, 
and terrible noife, which had filled them with fuch doubts and condernation, 
all night long.

This was no other, be not offended gentle reader, than fix fulling-ham- 
mers, which by their alternate drokes, produced that amazing din. Don 
Quixote was druck dumb with adonilhment at the fight j Sancho looked at 
him, and found his head hanging down upon his bread, and other manifell 
ligns of his being out of countenance. The knight, in his turn* looked at 
the fquire, and law his mouth fhut, his cheeks puffed up, with other fymp- 
toms o f his being ready to burd with laughing: this comical fituation o f 
the fquire, in fpite of all his own melancholy, obliged the mader to begin; 
and Sancho no fooner beheld the feverity of the knight’s features, relaxed, 
than he opened the flood-gates of his mirth, which broke forth with fuch 
violence, that he was under the neceflity of fupporting his fides with both fids, 
that they might not be rent to pieces by the convulfion. Four times did he 
exhaud, and as often renew the laugh with the fame impetuofity as at fird j 
for which, Don Quixote already wifhed him at the devil, more efpecially, 
when he heard him pronounce, by way of fneer, “  Know, friend Sancho, 
that I was born by heaven’s appointment, in thefe iron times, to revive the 
age o f gold, or the golden age! I am he, for whom drange perils, valiant
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deeds, and vaft adventures are referved !” And in this manner he proceeded, 
repeating all or the greater part of the knight’s exclamation, when they firft 
heard the terrible noife.

Don Quixote finding that Sancho made a jeft o f him, was fo much 
afhamcd and provoked, that, lifting up his lance, he bellowed upon him 
two or three thwacks, which, had they fallen upon his head, as they lighted 
on his fhoulders, would have'faved his mailer the trouble of paying his fa- 
lary, unlefs it might be to his heirs. Sancho feeling his joke turned into 
iuch difagreeable earnell, which, he was afraid, might not be as yet over, 
addrefied himfelf to his mailer with great humility, faying, “  Good your 
worlhip forbear; before God I was only in jeft.” “  Tho’ you was in jeft, 
anfwered Don Quixote, I was not quite fo merrily difpofed: come hither, 
M r. Jo k er; don’t you think, that if, inllead of fulling-hammers, thefe had 
been fome very dangerous adventure, I have Ihewn courage enough to un­
dertake and atchieve it ? Am I, who am a knight, obliged, forfooth, to di- 
ftinguilh founds, and know which proceed from fulling-mills, and which 
do not ? efpecially as it may be the cafe, and it really is fo, that I never faw 
one before; tho’ it is otherwife with thee, bafe plebeian as thou art, who 
waft born and bred up among them : but, fee if  thou can’ll metamorphofe 
thefe fix hammers into fo many giants, and bring them within arm’s length 
o f me, one by one, or all together; and if  I don’t make them lie with their 
heels uppermoft, make a jeft o f me, as much as you pleafe.”

“  Enough, dear mailer, replied Sancho, I confefs I have exceeded a little, 
in my plealantry; but, pray, tell me, now that we are at peace again, as 
God fhall deliver your worlhip from all fucceeding adventures, as fafe and 
found as you have been extricated from th is; is not the terror with which 
we were feized, a thing to be laughed at, and repeated ? I mean my own 
terror, for, as to your worlhip, I know you are an utter llranger to terror 
and difrnay!” “  I do not deny, anfwered Don Quixote, that what hath
happened to us, is ridiculous enough; but, neverthelefs, it ought not to be 
repeated; becaufe every body has not diferetion to take things by the right 
handle.” “  I am lure, replied Sancho, that your worlhip knows how to 
handle your lance, with which, while you wanted to handle my head, you 
happened to falute my lhoulders; thanks be to God, and my own activity, 
in avoiding the blow; but, all that, when it is dry, will rub out; and I 
have often heard it laid, “  He that loves thee well, will often make thee 
c r y n a y ,  it is a common thing for your gentry, when they have faid a 
harlh thing to a fervant, to make it up with him, by giving him a pair of 
call breeches; tho’ I don’t know what they ufe to give after having beaten 
him, unlefs it be the practice of knights-errant, after blows, to give ifiands 
and kingdoms on the mainland.”
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“  Who knows, faid Don Quixote, but the dice may run that way, and 
all that thou haft mentioned, come to pafs: I afk pardon for what is paft, 
iince you are refolved to be more difcreet for the future; and as the firft 
emotions are not in a man’s own power, I muft apprize thee henceforward, 
to be more referred, and abftain from fpeaking fo freely to me ; for, in all 
the books of chivalry I have read, and they are almoft infinite, I never 
found that any fquire talked fo much to his mafter as thou haft talked to 
thine: and really, both you and I are very much to blame; thou, in re­
garding me fo little, and I in not making myfelf regarded m ore: was not 
Gandalin, fquire of Amadis de Gaul, count of the firm illand ? and yet we 
read of him, that he always fpoke to his mafter, cap in hand, with an in­
clination o f his head, and his body bent in the Turkifh manner. What 
need I mention Gafabal, fquire to Don Galaor, who was fo referved, that 
in order to exprefs the excellence of his furprifing filence, his name is men­
tioned but once, in the whole courfe of that equally vaft and true hiftory. 
From what I have faid, Sancho, thou art to draw this inference, that there 
is a neceflity for maintaining ibme diftinction, between the mafter and his 
man, the gentleman and his fervant, and the knight and his fquire: where­
fore, from this day forward, we are to be treated with more refpefr and 
lefs provocation; for, if  ever I am incenfed by you again, in any fhape 
whatever, the pitcher will pay for a l l : the favours and benefits I have pro- 
mifed, will come in due time, and if  they fhould fail, your wages at leaft, 
will be forthcoming, as I have already informed you.”

“  All that your worfhip obferves, is very juft, faid Sancho; but, I fhould 
be glad to know, fince, i f  the benefits come not in time, I muft be fain to 
put up with the wages, what was the hire of a knight-errant’s fquire in thole 
days: and whether they agreed by the month or the day, like common la­
bourers.” “  I do not believe, anfwered Don Quixote, that they were re­
tained for hire, but depended altogether on favour; and tho’ I have be­
queathed a fum to thee, in my will, which I have left figned and fealed at 
home, it was done in cafe of the w orft; for, one does not know how chi­
valry may fucceed in thele calamitous times : and I would not have my foul 
punifhed in the other world, for fo fmall a matter; for, let me tell thee, 
Sancho, in this, there is not a more dangerous courfe, than that o f adven­
tures.” “  That I know to be true, anfwered the fquire, fince the noife o f a 
fulling-mill could daunt and difturb the heart o f fuch a valiant knight-er­
rant as your worfhip: but, this I afliire you of, that from this good hour, 
my lips lhall never give umbrage to your worfhip, in turning your affairs 
to jeit again ; but, on the contrary, honour you as my natural lord and ma­
fter.” “  In fo doing, replied Don Quixote, thou fhalt live long upon the

face
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face of the earth j for, after your father and mother, you ought to refpeft 
your mailer as another parent.”
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C H A P .  V II.

O f the fublime adventure, and finning acquifition o f Mambrino’s helmet; 
with other accidents that happened to our invincible knight.

A B O U T  this time, fome rain beginning to fall, Sancho propofed that 
they fhould fiielter themfelves in the fulling-mill j but, Don Quixote 

had conceived fuch abhorrence for it, on account o f what was pall, that he 
would by no means fet foot within its walls : wherefore, turning to the right- 
hand, they chanced to fall in with a road different from that in which they 
had travelled the day before: they had not gone far, when the knight dis­
covered a man riding with fomething on his head, that glittered like polifhed 
go ld : and fcarce had he defcried this phaenomenon, when turning to San­
cho, “  I find, faid he, that every proverb is f id d ly  true indeed, all of them 
are apophthegms didated by experience herfelf j more efpecially, that which 
fays ,£t Shut one door, and another will foon o p e n t h i s  I mention, becaufe, 
i f  laft night, fortune fhut againft us the door we fought to enter, by de­
ceiving us with the fulling-hammers; to-day, another ftands wide open, in 
proffering to us, another greater and more certain adventure, by which, i f  
I fail to enter, it fiiall be my own fault, and not imputed to my ignorance 
o f fulling-mills, or the darknefs of the night. This I take upon me to fay, 
becaufe, if  I am not egregioufiy miftaken, the perfon who comes towards 
us, wears upon his head the very helmet o f Mambrino, about which I 
fwore the oath which thou may’ll remember.”

“  Confider well what your worfhip fays, and better Hill what you do, 
faid Sancho ! I fiiould not chufe to meet with more fulling-mills, to mill us 
and maul us altogether out o f our fenies.” “  The devil take the fellow, 
cried Don Quixote, what affinity is there between a fulling-mill and a hel­
met ?” “  Truly, I know not, anlwered the lquire j but, in good faith, if  I 
were permitted to fpeak freely, as ufual, I could perhaps give fuch reafons 
as would convince your worfhip, that you are miftaken in what you fay.” 
“  How can I be miftaken, fcrupulous traitor ? replied Don Quixote: leeft 
thou not yonder knight who rides this way, upon a dapple fteed, with a gol­
den helmet on his head?” “  What I perceive and difcern, faid Sancho, is no 
other than a man upon a grey afs, like my own, with fomething that glitters 
on his head.” “  And that is the very helmet of Mambrino, replied the knight: 
Hand afide, and leave me alone to deal with h im ; thou limit fee, that with­
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out fpeaking a fyllable, in order to fpare time, this adventure will be con­
cluded by my acquifition o f the helmet I have longed for fo much.” “  Yes, I 
will take care to get out of the way, anlwered Sancho; and God grant, cried 
he as he went off, that this may turn out a * melon rather than a milling.”
“  I have already warned thee, brother, faid the knight, not to mention, nor 
even fo much as think of the mill again : elle by heaven ! I ’ll fay no more, 
but mill the foul out o f thy body.”

Sancho was fain to hold his tongue, dreading the performance of his ma­
iler’s oath, which had already ftruck him all of a heap. The whole affair 
of the helmet, lteed, and knight, which Don Quixote law, was no more than 
th is: in that neighbourhood, were two villages, one of them fo poor and 
fmall, that it had neither lhop nor barber: for which reafon, the trimmer 
of the larger that was hard by, ferved the Idler alfo, in which, at that time, 
there was a Tick perl'on to be blooded, and another to be lhaved ; fo that 
this barber was going thither with his brafs bal'on under his arm : but, as it 
chanced to rain while he was on the road, that he might not fpoil his hat, 
which probably was a new one, he fheltered his head under the bafon, which 
being clean fcoured, made a flaming appearance, at the diftance of half a 
league; and, as Sancho had obferved, he rode upon a grey afs, which gave oc- 
cafion to Don Quixote to believe he was fome knight with a helmet of gold, 
mounted upon a dapple fteed; for, he accommodated every thing he faw, 
with incredible facility, to the extravagant ravings of his difordered judg­
ment. When he, therefore, faw this unlucky knight approach, without 
the leaft expoftulation, he put Rozinante to full fpeed, and couching his 
lance in the reft, refolved to run him thro’ the body at once; but, when he 
was almoft up with him, without checking the impetuofity of his career, he 
cried aloud, “  Defend thyfelf, wretched caitiff, or voluntarily yield what fo 
juftly belongs to me.”

The poor barber, who neither dreaded nor dreamed of any fuch demand, 
feeing this phantom coming full fpeed upon him, could find no other 
means to defend himfelf from the ftroke of the lance, than to throw himfelf 
down over the buttocks of his afs; then getting up, before he had fcarce 
touched the ground, with the nimblenefs o f a ltag, he began to fly acrofs 
the plain io fwift, that the wind itfelf could not overtake him : but, he left 
•his bafon upon the fpot, with which Don Quixote was fatisfied, faying, 
“  The pagan hath acted with difcretion, in imitating the beaver, which, fee­
ing itfelf chaced by the hunters, tears off' with its teeth, by natural in- 
ftinct, thofe parts for which it is purfued.” Then, he ordered Sancho to take 
up the helmet, which the l'quire having examined all round, “  Egad ! faid

* Oregano, in the original, fignifies fweet marjoram, as if Sancho had wilhed his matter m'ght find a 
nofegay, rather than a bloody nofe.

he,
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lie, “  It is a fpecial good bafon, well worth a piece o f eight, if  it be worth a 
farthing ;” and gave it to his mafter, who putting it on his head, and turn­
ing it round and round, without being able to find the vizor, faid, “  W ith­
out doubt, the pagan for whom this renowned helmet was firft forged, 
muft have had a moft capacious head : but the word; of it is, that, one half 
is wanting.”

W hen Sancho heard him call the bafon a helmet, he could not refrain 
from laughing, but, remembring the indignation of his mafter, checked his 
mirth all o f a fudden; and when Don Quixote afked what he laughed at, 
replied, “  I can’t help laughing when I think of the huge head o f the pa­
gan who owned that helmet, which looks for all the world like a barber’s 
bafon.” “  W hy, truly, Sancho, faid he, I imagine that this very indivi­
dual inchanted helmet, by fome ftrange accident or other, muft have fallen 
into the hands o f fome body who did not know its ineftimable value, but, 
feeing it was made o f the pureft gold, melted down one half o f it for fale, 
and left the other in this fhape, relembling, as thou fayeft, a barber’s bafon: 
but, be that as it may, fince I am fatisfied of its real worth and identity, 
the tranfmutation is o f fmall confequence; for, I will order it to be repaired 
in the firft village where we can find a blackfmith, in fuch a manner as to be 
unexcelled, nay even unequalled by that which Vulcan forged and finilhed 
for the God o f w ar: mean while, I will wear it in this manner; for, it is 
ftill better than nothing at all, and will be fufficient to defend me from- any 
ihower o f ftones that may chance to fall.”

“  Yes, if  they come not out of llings, as was the cafe in the fkirmifti 
between the two arm ies; when they demolifhed your worfhip’-s grinders, 
and broke the cruze which contained that blefied balfam, which made me 
vomit up my liver and lights.” “  That lofs gives me not much uneafinefs, an- 
fiwered the knight, becaufe thou knowefl, Sancho, I retain the receipt of it in 
my m e m o r y “  So do Ij replied the fquire. But, Lord, let me never ftir from 
the place where I now Hand, if  ever I either make or meddle with it for the 
future; efpecially, as I hope I fhall never Irave occafion for it again, being 
refolved, with the alii If a nee of my five fenfes, to avoid being hurt myfelf, and 
alfo to.refrain from hurting any perfon whatfoever. As to another bout of 
blanketing, I have little to fay: fuch misfortunes are not eafily prevented; .  
but, when they happen, there is nothing elfe to be done, but to fhrug up 
our fhoulders, hold in our breath, Ihut our eyes, and leave ourlelves to the 
determination of chance and the blanket.”

“  Thou art a bad chriftian, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, when he heard 
thefe words, for, once you receive an injury, you never forget it ; but, know 
it is peculiar to noble and generous minds to overlook fuch' trifles: haft thou 
got a leg lamed, a rib frattured, or thy head broke in the profecution of
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that jeft, that thou canft not forget it ? for, the affair, when duly confidered, 
was no more than jeft and paftime: had I not underftood it fo, I fliould 
have returned e’er now, and done more mifchief in revenging thy quarrel, 
than the Grecians did, for the rape of Helen, who, if  fhe lived in this age, 
or if  my Dulcinea had flourifhed in her time, would not have been fo 
renowned for beauty.” Here he fetched a profound figh, and fent it to the 
clouds. “  Let it pafs then for a joke, faid Sancho, fince there is no likeli­
hood o f its being revenged in earned:: but, I know what fort of jokes and 
earnefts thole are; and I believe they will lcarce flip out o f my memory, 
while' they remain engraven on my fhoulders. But, letting this afide, I wilh 
your worlhip would tell me, what I fhall do with this dapple fteed lb like a 
grey afs, which was abandoned by Mr. Tonfor, whom your worlhip over­
threw : for, by the fwiftnels o f his heels when he ran away, he feems to 
have no thoughts of returning; and by my whifkers ’tis an excellent beaft !”

“  It is never my cuftom, faid Don Quixote, to plunder thofe I overcome ; 
neither is it according to the laws of chivalry, to take from them their 
horfes, and leave them on foot, unlefs the conqueror hath loft his own dur­
ing the engagement; in which cafe, we are allowed to take the horfe of the 
vanquifhed, as the lawful fpoils of w a r : wherefore, Sancho, leave that 
horfe or afs, or what thou wilt, where he now ftands, and perhaps his ma­
iler, perceiving we are gone, will return and find him.” “  God is my wit- 
nefs, anfwered Sancho, I fliould be glad to carry him off, or at leaft ex­
change him for my own, which feems to be the worft o f the tw o : truly, 
the laws of chivalry are too confined; and fince they do not extend to the 
exchange of one afs for another, I would fain know if  they allow me to 
change the furniture of the one for that of the other ?” “ I am not quite 
clear in that particular, replied the knight; and in fiich a dubious cafe, till 
fuch time as we can get better information, I think thou mayeft exchange 
the furniture, i f  the neceffity for fo doing be extreme.” “  It is fo extreme, 
faid Sancho, that i f  it were for my own particular wearing, I could not 
want it more.” Thus provided with a licence, he made the exchange of 
caparifons, and equiped his beaft with fuch finery, that lie looked ten per 
cent, the better.

This exploit being performed, they went to breakfaft on the remains of 
what they had plundered from the fumpter-mule, and quenched their thirft 
with the water from the fulling-mills, without turning their heads that way, 
fo much did they abhor them, on account o f the dread which they had in- 
fpired. The rage of hunger and anxiety being thus appealed, they mounted, 
and without following any determined courfe (for, it is the practice o f true 
knights-ei 1 ant, to keep no certain road) they left the choice o f their route 
to the will and pleafure of Rozinante, which was always a rule to his ma­
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tter, as well as to the afs that followed whitherfoever he led, like a trufty 
friend and companion. In confequence, therefore, o f his determination, they 
returned into the high-road, in which they travelled at random, without 
any particular fcheme.

While they thus jogged on, “  Sir, faid Sancho to his matter, I wifh your 
worfhip would allow me to confer a little with yo u ; for, fince you impofed 
that fevere command o f filence upon me, divers things have perifhed in my 
ftomach, and this moment, I have fomewhat at my tongue’s end, which I 
would not for the world have mifcarry.” “  Speak then, faid Don Quixote, 
and be concife in thy difcourfe; for, nothing that is prolix can relifh well.” 
“  I fay, Sir, anfwered Sancho, that for fome days patt, I have been confi- 
dering how little is to be got and faved, by going in quett of thofe adven­
tures your worfhip hunts after, thro’ thefe crofs-paths and defarts, where, 
tho’ you conquer and atchieve the moft perilous exploits, there is no body 
prefent to be witnefs o f your prowefs; fo that it may remain in everlafting 
filence, contrary to the intention, and prejudicial to the merits o f your wor­
ihip : wherefore, in my opinion, with fubmiflion to your better j udgment, 
our wifeft courfe would be to go into the fervice o f fome emperor or great 
prince, who hath a war upon his hands, in whofe fervice, your worfhip may 
have occafion to fhew your perfonal valour, your great ttrength and greater 
underftanding; which being perceived by the king we ferve, he cannot 
chufe but reward every one according to his deferts; neither will there be 
wanting fome perfon to write the hiftory o f your worfhip’s exploits, for a 
perpetual memorial: I fhall not mention my own, becaule they cannot ex­
ceed the bounds of a fquire’s province ; tho’ this I will venture to fay, that 
if  it was cuftomary in chivalry, to recount the atchievements o f our fra­
ternity, I don’t think mine might be inferted between the lines of the book.”

“  Thou art not much in the wrong, replied Don Quixote; but, before it 
comes to that iflue, a knight mutt travel up and down the world as a pro­
bationer, in quett o f adventures, until, by his repeated atchievements, he 
fhaU have acquired a futtkient ttock o f fam e; fo that when he arrives at 
the court of fome mighty monarch, he may be immediately known by his 
w orks; in that cafe, as foon as he fhall be feen to enter the gates of the 
city, all the boys will furround and follow him, Ihouting and crying, be­
hold the knight o f the Sun, or the Serpent, or o f any other badge under 
which he hath performed his great exploits. “  Behold, they will fay, the 
man who vanquifhed in hngle combat, the mighty giant Brocabruno; and 
delivered the great Mamaluke of Perfia, from the ftrange enchantment that 
prevailed over him, for the l'pace of nine hundred years.” Thus fhall they 
proceed, recounting his exploits from mouth to mouth, until, furprifed at 
the noife of the children and populace, the king of that country lliall ap-
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pear at one o f the palace-windows; and no fooner behold the knight, than 
knowing him immediately by his armour, or the device upon his ihield, he 
will certainly exclaim, “  So ho, there! let all the knights belonging to m y 
court, go forth and receive the flower of chivalry that comes yonder.”

At this command, all of them will come out, and the king himfelf ad­
vance to meet him on the middle of the flair-cafe, where he will embrace 
him moft affeftionately, giving him the kils of friendfhip and welcome; 
then taking him by the hand, will he conduct him to the queen’s clofet, 
where he will find her majefty with the princefs her daughter, who is one 
of the moft beautiful and accomplilhed young ladies, that ever was feen in 
the known world. In this interview, fhe will immediately fix her eyes upon 
the knight, who at that inftant fhall be gazing at her, and each will appear 
to the other, fomething fupernatural: without knowing how, or where­
fore, they will find them lei ves prefently caught and intangled in the inex­
tricable net o f love, and be infinitely concerned, becaufe they have no op­
portunity of converfing together, and of difclofing the reciprocal anxiety of 
their thoughts: after this audience, he will, doubtlels, be carried to fome 
apartment of the palace richly furnifhed, where, after they fhall have taken 
off his armour, they will clothe him in a rich fcarlet robe brought for the 
purpofe ; and, if  he made a fine appearance in armour, he will look infi­
nitely more genteel in his doublet: at night, he will fup at the fame table 
with the king, queen and infanta, upon whom he will fix his eyes, as often 
as he can, without being perceived by the by-ftandersj while fhe will 
pradtife the fame expedient, with equal lagacity; for, as I  have already ob- 
ferved, fhe muft be a young lady of vaft dilcretion.

The table being uncovered, there will enter at midnight thro’ the hall-door, 
a little, deformed dwarf, followed by a beautiful lady, guarded by two gi­
ants ; and he will propofe a certain adventure, contrived by a moft antient 
fage, which whofoever fhall finifh, will be deemed the moft valiant knight 
in the whole world: then the king will order every warrior in waiting, to 
attempt it, but all of them fhall fail,, except the ftranger knight, who will 
perform and accomplifh it very much to his own credit, as well as to the fa- 
tisfadfion of the princefs, who will think herfelf extremely happy, and well 
requited for having placed her affections fo worthily. W hat is better ftill, this 
king or prince, or whatever he is, being at that time engaged in a moft obfti- 
nate war with a potentate of equal ftrength, his gueft, after having ftaid a 
few days at court, begs leave to go and ferve him in the field ; and the king 
granting his requeft with pleafure, the knight moft politely kiffes his hand 
for the great honour he hath done h im : that fame night, he goes to take 
his leave of his miftrefs the infanta, thro’ the rails of a garden adjoining to 
the chamber in which flic lies j where they have already, at different times,

enjoyed
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enjoyed each other’s converfation, by the means of a damfel, who being; the 
infanta’s confidante, is privy to the whole am our: on tins occafion, he w ill' 
figh moll pitioufly, fhe will actually faint away, the damfel will run fof 
water; and the knight will be extremely concerned, becaufe the day begins* 
to break, and he would not for the world, be difcovered, to the prejudice of* 
his lady’s reputation. In fine, the princefs recovers, and reaches her fair 
hand thro’ the rails to the knight, who kiffes it a thoufand times, and bathes 
it with his tears: then is concerted between them, fbme method, by which 
lie is to inform her of his good 01 bad fuccefs; and the infanta intreats him 
to return as foon as pofiible: he lwears folemnly to comply with her re- 

' queft, kiffes her hand again, and bids her farewell with fuch affliction as; 
well nigh deprives him o f life: from thence he retreats to his chamber, 
throws himfelf upon the bed, but cannot fleep, fo grieved is he at parting.; 
he rifes early in the morning, goes to take leave o f the king, queen and in­
fanta ; their inajcities accordingly, bid him farewell, after having informed' 
him, that the princefs is indifpofed, and cannot fee company; the knight 
imputing her diforder to her forrow for his departure, is pierced to the foul,, 
and well nigh betrays his own anxiety. The confidante being prelent ail 
the while, takes notice o f every circumftance, which fhe imparts to her ladv, 
who liftens with tears in her eyes, and oblerves that nothing gives fo much 
uneafinefs as her ignorance o f the knight’s pedigree, and her impatience to 
know whether or not he is o f royal extraction; the damfel allures her, that 
fo much politenefs, gentility and valour as he poflefied, could never be united 
except in a dignified and royal dilpofition: the afflidted infanta confoles 
herfelf with this obfervation, and endeavouring to regain her l'erenity, that 
fhe may not give caufe o f lufpicion to her parents, in two days, appears 
again in public.

The knight having fet out for the army, comes to battle, overcomes the 
king’s adverfary, takes many towns, makes diverfe conquefts, returns to 
court, vifits his miffrefs in the ufual manner, and the affair being concerted 
between them, demands her in marriage, as the reward of his lervice: her 
father refufes to grant the Boon, on pretence of not knowing who this hero 
is ; but, neverthelefs, either by Health or fome other way, the infanta be­
comes his w ife; and at laft, the king is overjoyed at his good fortune, when 
this knight proves to be the fon of a valiant monarch o f fome unknown 
country, for, I fuppofe, it could not be found in the map. The father dies, 
the infanta liicceeds, and in two words, the knight becomes k in g : this then* 
is the time to reward his fquire, and all thole who helped him to afcend the 
throne. The fquire, accordingly, is married to a damlel belonging to the 
infanta, who doubtleis, muff be fhe that was privy to her amour, and 
daughter of fome powerful duke.
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“  This is what I want, cried Sancho, and what with fair play I fhall ob­
tain ; for, all that you have mentioned, will exactly happen to your wor- 
fhip, under the title of the knight of the rueful Countenance.” “  Never 
doubt it, Sancho, replied Don Quixote; for, in the fame manner, and by 
the fame fteps I have recounted, knights-errant rife, and have rifen to the 
rank of kings and emperors. Our only bufmefs now is, to look out for fome 
chriftian or pagan king who is at war, and hath a beautiful daughter; but, 
there will be time to think o f that, fince, as I have already told thee, re­
nown muft be acquired elfewhere, before we repair to c o u r t n a y ,  another 
difficulty occurs, namely, that tho’ we lliould find a king at war, who has a 
beautiful daughter, after Ifliall have acquired incredible glory thro’ the whole 
univerfe; I do not know how it can be proved that I am of royal extraction, 
or even fecond coufin to an emperor: and no king will grant his daughter 
to me in marriage, until he is firft thoroughly fatisfied in that particular, 
tho’ my famous exploits fhould merit a much more valuable rew ard: true 
it is, I am a gentleman o f an ancient and honourable family, not with­
out property, poffeffion, and a title, to the revenge of the five hundred 
* Sueldos j and it is not impoffible, that the fage ordained to write my 
hiftory, may furbifh up my parentage and pedigree in fuch a manner, 
as to prove me defcended in the fifteenth or fixteenth generation from a 
k in g : for, I muft tell thee, Sancho, there are two forts o f pedigree in the 
world; one that brings and derives its original from princes and monarchs, 
which time hath defaced by little and little, till at laft, it ends in a point, 
like a pyramid: the other owes its beginning to people of mean degree, 
and increafes gradually to nobility and power fo, that the difference is, 
the one was once fomething, but is now nothing; and the other was once 
nothing but is now fomething! perhaps, therefore, I may be one of the 
firft mentioned divifion; and my origin, upon inquiry, be found high and 
m ighty; a circumftance that ought to fatisfy the king, who is to be my fa­
ther-in-law : and if  it fhould not have that effeCt, the infanta will be fo 
enamoured of me, that in fpite of her father, fhe will receive me as her 
lord and hufband, even tho’ fhe were certain of my being the fon o f a por­
ter ; but fhould fhe be fhy, then is the time to carry her away by force, to 
any corner of the earth I fhall chufe for my refidence, until time or death 
fhall put an end to the refentment of her parents.”

“  And here, cried Sancho, nothing can be more pat to the purpofe, than 
what fome of yourunconfcionable fellows often fay, Who would beg a beni-

• The Spaniards of old paid a tribute of 500 Sueldos or pieces of coin to the Moors, until they were 
delivered from this impofition by the gallantry of the gentlemen or people of rank, from which exploit a 
Caftilian of family, ufed to exprefs the nobility and worth of his extradtion, by faying he was of the re­
venge of the Sueldos.
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fon, that for the taking may have *  venifon ? tho’ it would Hill be more pro­
per, if  they had laid -}', Better thieve than grieve. This I obferve, that in 
cafe the king, your worlhip’s father-in-law, Ihould not prevail upon him- 
i'elf to give you the infanta his daughter, you may, as your worfhip fays, 
Ileal and convey her off by main force : but, the misfortune is, that while 
the peace is on the anvil, and before you come to the peaceable enjoyment 
o f your kingdom, the poor fquire may chew his cud in expectation o f his 
recompenfe, unlefs that confidante damfel, who is to be his fpoufe, fhould 
make her efcape with the princefs, and be content to join her evil fortune to 
his, until fuch time as heaven lhall ordain it otherwife j for, I believe his 
mailer may very fafely give her away in lawful marriage.” “  That thou 
may eft depend upon,” laid Don Quixote. “  Since it is fo, thin, anfwered 
Sancho, we have nothing to do, but recommend ourfelves to God, and let for­
tune take its own courfe.” “  The lord conduCl it, replied the knight, accord­
ing to my defires and thy neceffity; And fimall be his grace, who counts him- 
felf bafe.” “  A  God’s name be it fo, faid Sancho, for my own part, I am an 
old Chriftian, and therefore fit to be a lord.” “  Ay, to be greater than a 
lord, anfwered Don Quixote, and even i f  thou waft not fo well qualified,, 
it would be of no fignification ^ ; becaufe, I being king, can confer nobility 
upon thee, without putting thee to the expence o f purchafing, or o f fub- 
jeCling thyfelf to any kind of fervitude: for, in creating thee an earl, be­
hold thou art a gentleman at once; and let people fay what they will, in 
good fa ith ! they muff: call thee, your Lordfhip, if  it fhould make their 
hearts ake.” “  And do you reckon that I Ihould not know how to give au­
thority to the portent ?” faid the fquire. “  Patent, thou woud’ft fay, and 
not portent,” replied the knight. “  It may be fo, anfwered Sancho; but I 
infill upon it, that I fhould demean myfelf very decently: for, once in my 
lifetime, I was beadle o f a corporation, and the gown became me fo well, 
that every body faid, I had the prefence of a warden: then what ihall I be 
when I am cloathed in a ducal robe, all glittering with pearls, like a fo­
reign count? Upon my confcience, I believe people will come an hun­
dred leagues on purpofe to fee me.” “ You will make a very good appear­
ance, faid Don Quixote; but, thou muff: take care to keep thy beard clofe 
ftiaved; for, it is fo thick, matted and unfeemly, that unlefs thou haft re- 
courfe to the razor, once a day at leaft, they will fee what thou art, a gun- 
fliot off.” “  W hat elfe have I  to do, faid the fquire, but to hire a barber and 
keep him conftantly in the houfe; and if I find occafion for it, even make, 
him follow me, as a mailer o f the horfe follows one of your grandees.”

* Literally, Never beg, when you can take.
-f- In the original, A fnatch from behind abulh, is better than the prayer of good men.
j  This feems to have been intended as a llroke of fatire, againft thofe princes who fell nobility to the 

higheft bidder, without any regard to the merit of the jurchaler.
“  How
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“  How do’ft thou know, laid Don Quixote, that our grandees are at­

tended by their matters o f horfe ?” “  That you fhall be fatisfied rn, an- 
lwered the fquire: heretofore, I was a whole month at court, where I faw 
a very little gentleman,, who they told me, was a very great lord, patting to 
and fro, and a man following him a horfeback, turning ever and anon as 
he turned, as if  he had been the nobleman’s own ta il: when I alked why 
the man did not overtake the other, but always kept behind him i  they an- 
fwered that he was his matter o f horfe, and that it was a fafhion among the 
great, for each to be attended by an officer of that name. Ever iince that 
time, I have remembred their office fo dittimttly, that now, I believe I fhall 
never forget it.” “  I think thou art very much in the right, faid Don Quix­
ote, in refolving to carry thy barber along with thee; for, cufboms come 
not altogether, becaufe they were not invented all at once : therefore, thou 
mayeft be the firft earl that ever went attended by a ffiaver; and truly, it is 
an office o f greater confidence to trim the beard, than to faddle the horfe.” 
“  Leave that affair of the barber to my management, faid Sancho, and be 
it your care to make yourfelf a king, and me an earl with all convenient 
fpeed.” “  That fhall be done,” replied the knight, who lifting up his eyes, 
perceived that which fhall be recounted in the fucceeding chapter.

Don Quixote fets at liberty a number o f unfortunate people, who, much 
againft their wills, were going a journey that was not at all to their liking.

C lD  Hamet Benengeli, the Arabian and Manchegan author, recounts 
in this folemn, fnblime, minute, pleafant and fanciful hiftory, that 

the converfatten between the renowned Don Quixote, and his fquire San- 
cho Panza, as related in the foregoing chapter, was no fooner conclud­
ed, than the knight lifting up his eyes, beheld upon the road before 
him, about twelve men on foot, ftrung together, like beads, with a 
great iron chain fattened to their necks, and he perceived fliackles upon 
the arms of each. They were conducted by two men on horfeback, and 
the like number on fo o t: the horfemen armed with firelocks, and the foot 
with javelins and fwords. Sancho feeing them advance, “  That, laid he, 
is the chain of Haves compelled by the king-to work in the gallies.” “  How! 
compelled ! cried the knight, is it poftible the king compels people into 
his lervicer” “  I don’t fay fo, anfwered Sancho j thole people are condemn­
ed, for their, crimes, to ferve in the king’s gallies, on compulfion.” “  In 
ihort, replied Don Quixote, be that, as it will, they, go not voluntarily,
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but are driven by force.” “  Certainly,” faid Sancho. “  Since that is the 
cafe, refumed his matter, here the execution of my office is concerned : to 
annul force, and bring fuccour to the miferable.” “  Pray, good your 
worfhip take notice, that juftice, which is the king himfelf, never ules vio­
lence nor feverity to fuch people, except as a punifliment for their crimes.” 

By this time, the chain of galley-llaves being come up, Don Quixote, 
with much courtefy, defired the guards would be pleafed to inform him o f 
the caufe or caufes for which thole people were treated in that m anner: 
one o f the horfemen replied, that they were fl&ves belonging to his majetty, 
going to the galleys, and that was all he could fay, or the inquirer had 
occalion to know o f the matter. “  Neverthelefs, refumed the knight, I 
am dehrous o f knowing from each in particular, the occafion o f his mitt- 
fortune.” T o  thefe he added other fuch courteous intreaties to induce 
them to fatisfy his defire, that the other man on horfeback faid, “  Though 
we have got along with us, the regifter and certificate of the fentence o f 
each o f thofe malefadlors, we have no time at prefent to take it out and 
give you the reading o f i t : but, i f  you have a mind to go and quettion 
themfelves, they will anfwer every thing you alk, to the belt o f their know­
ledge j for, they are a let o f miicreants who delight in recounting as well 
as in acting their roguery.”
. W ith this permiffion, which he would have taken, if  they had not 

granted it,. Don Quixote approached the chain, and afked of the foremolt, 
for what offence he travelled in that equipage ! “  Only for being in love,” 
anfwered the criminal. “  For that only ! replied the knight. I f  they 
condemn people for being in love, I might have been tugging in the gal­
leys long ago.” “  But my love, anfwered the flave, was quite different 
from what your worfhip imagines. I fell deeply in love with a balket 
crammed full o f white linnen, and locked it fo faff in my embrace, that 
if  juffice had not tore it from my arms, by force, I fhould not have quit- 
ed it willingly, to this good hour: the thing being flagrant, there was no 
room for putting me to the torture, and therefore the caufe was foon ditt 
culled : my fhoulders were accommodated with a cool hundred, I was ad- 
vifed to divert myfelf three years in the G urapas ; and fo the bufinefs- 
ended.” “  Pray what are the Gurapas ?” faid Don Quixote. “  The G u­
rapas are the galleys,” anfwered the thief, who was a young fellow, about 
twenty years o f age, and faid he was a native of Piedrahita.

The knight put the fame quellion to the fecond, who feemed fo over­
whelmed with grief and melancholy, that he could not anfwer one word j 
but, the firft faved him the trouble by faying, “  This man, fir, goes to 
the gallies for being a canary-bird : I mean, for hi's lkill in vocal mufic.”
“  W h at! faid the knight, are people fentenced to the gallies for their fkill.
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in mufic” “  Yes, fir, anfwered the other, for, nothing is worfe than to 
fing in the heart-ach.” “  On the contrary, faid Don Quixote, I have 
always heard it obferved, that Mufic and Play, will fright Sorrow away.” 
“  But here, replied the Have, the cafe is quite different; for, he that fings 
but once, will have caufe to weep for ever.” Don Quixote faying he could 
not comprehend his meaning, one o f the guards explained i t : “  Sir, 
faid he, to fing in the heart-ach, is a term ufed by thefe mifcreants, to 
exprefs a criminal, who cgnfeffes under the torture : and it having been 
applied to that delinquent, he owned his crime, which was horfe-ftealing; 
accordingly, having received two hundred ladies, he was condemned for 
fix years to the gallies : and he appears always penlive and fad, becaufe 
his brother rogues who keep him dompany, continually maltreat, upbraid, 
defpife and feoff at him, for having confeffed out of pure pufillanimity : 
for, fay they, No, contains as many letters as A y ; an offender is very 
lucky, when his life or death depends upon his own tongue, and not 
upon the evidence of witneffes: and truly, I think they are not far mif- 
taken.”

“  I am of the fame opinion, faid Don Quixote, and palling on, re­
peated his former queftion to the third, who with great readinefs and ala­
crity, anfwered, “ l a m  going to vifit my lady Gurapa, for having want­
ed ten ducats.” “  I will give twenty with all my foul, replied the knight, 
to eafe you o f your misfortune.” “  That, refumed the fiave, is like giving 
money to a man perifiiing with hunger at fea, where there is no food to 
be bought. I fay this, becaufe had I been matter in time o f thofe twenty 
ducats your worfhip now offers, I would have anointed the fecretary’s pen, 
and quickened my lawyer’s invention with them, to fuch good purpofe, 
that I fhould be now, ftanding at liberty, in the fquare o f Zocodover in 
Toledo, and not dragging like a hound to the gallies; but, heaven is above. 
— Patience and— that is enough.”

Don Quixote then advanced to the fourth, who was a man of a venera­
ble afpedt, with a long, white beard hanging down to his girdle ; and he 
no fooner heard the knight alk the caufe of his being in that fituation, 
than he began to weep bitterly, without anfwering one w ord; but, the 
fifth criminal lent him his tongue, faying, “  That honourable gentleman 
is going to the gallies, after having made his public appearance on horfe- 
back with great iolemnity.” “  That is, I fuppofe, faid Sancho, after hav­
ing been expofed to public fhame * .” “  Even fo, replied the Have, and
that punifhment was inflidted upon him, for being an ear-broker, or ra-

* A crime that is punilhed by the pil'ory in England, is in Spain expiated by the convift's being 
mounted upon an afs, in a particular drefs, and led through the Itreecs by a crier who proclaims the 
tranigreflion. ’ r

ther,
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ther, a broker for the whole b o dy: to be plain with yo u ; the gentleman 
was convi&ed o f pimping, and giving himfelf out for a conjurer.” “  Were 
it not for the addition o f his conjuring fcheme, faid Don Quixote, he is fo 
far from deferving to row in the gallies for pure pimping, that it rather 
*  entitles him to the command o f them, as general in chief: for, i f  the 
office o f a pander was well regulated, it would be a mod honourable and 
neceffiary employment, in a well-ordered commonwealth ; referred for peo­
ple o f birth and talents, and, like other places of truff, laid under the in- 
fpe&ion o f proper comptrollers, and limited to a certain number, like the 
brokers o f merchandize : fuch a regulation would prevent many mifchiefs, 
Vvhich are now occafioned by that employment’s being in the hands of 
idiots or fimple wretches, fuch as filly women, pages and buffoons, with­
out either age or experience ; who, upon the mod urgent occafions, when 
there is need o f the mod important contrivance, let the morfel freeze be­
tween the diffi and the mouth, and can fcarce diftinguifh betwixt their 
right hands and their left. I could proceed, and advance many arguments 
to prove how advantageous it would be in a commonwealth, to make 
proper diftin&ions in the choice o f thofe who exercife fuch a neceffary 
employment; but, this is no place to fettle that affair in ; and one day, 
I may chance to recommend it to the confideration o f thofe who can 
both difcern and provide a fuitable remedy for this defect. I fhall only 
at prefent obferve, that the compaffion I feel, at fight of thefe grey hairs, 
and that venerable countenance in diftrefs for having been a pander, is ex- 
tinguifhed by the additional crime of forcery, though I am well apprifed, 
that there are no conjurers in the world, who can force or alter the will, 
as fome weak-minded people im agine; for, the inclination is free, and 
not to be enflaved by any incantation whatfoever. The practice o f fome 
fimple women, and knavifh impoftors, is to compofe poifonous mix­
tures, to deprive people o f their fenfes, under pretence o f caufing them 
to be beloved : it being a thing impoffible, as I have faid, to compel the 
will.” “  W hat your honour fays, is very true, replied this good old 
man ; and really, fir, as to the affair o f conjuring, I am not gu ilty : 
tho’ I cannot deny that I have been a pimp ; but, I never thought I was 
to blame in that capacity, becaufe my whole intention was, that all the 
world fhould enjoy themfelves, and live in peace and quiet, without quar­
rels and anxiety. Yet, the uprightnefs of my intention was o f no fervice 
in preventing my being fent to a place from which I fhall never return, 
oppreffed as I am with years and a violent ffrangury, that will not allow 
me a moment’s reff.” So faying, he began to weep again, as before and

* This is a good hint for a reforming legiflatnre.

T
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his tears raifed the pity o f Sancho to fucli a degree, that he took a rial 
out of his bofom, and gave it in charity to the diftrelfed fenior.

Then Don Quixote addrelfed himfelf to the next, who anfwered his 
queftion, not with lels, but infinitely more vivacity, than that of the for­
m er; faying, <c I trudge in this manner, for having jelled a little extra­
vagantly with two of my female coufins; and with two more, who, tho’ 
not related to me, were in the fame degree of blood to each other : in 
Ihort, I jelled with them fo long, that in the end, there was fucli an in­
tricate increafe of kindred as no cafuill could unravel. Every thing was 
proved again 11 me, I had neither interell nor money, and ran fome rilk of 
having my windpipe llo p t; but they only condemned me for fix years to 
the galleys ; I fubmitted to the fentence, as the punilhment o f my crim e: 
youth is on my fide, life may be long, and time brings every thing to 
bear: i f  your worlhip, fir knight, will part with any fmall matter for the 
comfort of poor wretches like us, God will requite you in heaven, and 
we upon earth, will take care to petition him for long life and health to 
your worlhip, that you may be as happy, as by your goodly appearance, 
you deferve to be.” The perfon who fpoke in this manner, appeared in 
the drefs of a Undent, and one of the guards faid he was a great orator 
and excellent latin fcholar.

After all thefe, came a man o f a good mein, about thirty years o f age, 
who fquinted fo horribly, that his eyes feemed to look at each other : he 
was equipped in a very different manner from the re ft ; his foot being 
loaded with a huge chain that went round his whole body, and his neck 
adorned with two iron rings, to one of which the chain was fattened ; 
and the other was called a keep-friend, or friend’s-foot; from which de­
fended to his middle, a couple of iron bolts fitted with a pair o f manacles 
for his arms, fecured by a large padlock, in Inch a fafhion, as to hinder 
him from lifting up his hands to his mouth, and to difable him from 
bending his head to his hands. Don Quixote inquiring, why that man 
was more fettered than all the reft; one o f the guards anfwered, “  Became 
he is a greater rogue than all the reft put together, and fo daring a villain, 
that although he is fhackled in that manner, we are under fome appre- 
henfion that he will give us the flip.” “  W hat crime has he committed, 
laid the knight, that deferves no greater punifhment than that o f going to 
the gallies ?” “  He goes for ten years, replied the guard, which is a kind
of civil death : but, you need not inquire any further, when you know 
that this honeft gentleman is the famous Gines de Palfamonte, alias Gine- 
fcllo de Parapilla.” “  Softly, Mr. Commiflary, faid the Have, hearing 
thefe words, don’t tranfmography names and firnames in that m anner; 
Gines is my name, and not Ginefello, and Palfamonte the title o f my fa­

mily :
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mily : not Parapilla, as your worfhip fays ; let every body turn about and 
look at home, and he will have bufinefs enough.” “  Speak with lefs in- 
folence, M r. T hief above fterling, replied the commiffary, or elfe I fhall 
make you hold your peace with a vengeance.” “  It appears by this oppref- 
fion, anfwered the galley-flave, that God’s will muft be done; but, one day, 
fome body fhall know whether or not my name is Ginefillo de Parapilla.” 
“  A n ’t you called fo, you lying vagabond ?” faid the guard. “  Yes, yes, I 
am fo called, anfwered G in es; but, I will make them change that name, 
or their fkins fhall pay for it, i f  ever I meet them in a place I don’t chufe 
at prefent to name. Sir knight, if  you have any thing to beftow, pray 
let us have it, and the Lord be with you, for you only tire us with en­
quiring about other people’s affairs ; i f  you want to be informed o f my 
hiftory, know, I am that Gines de Paffamonte whofe life is written by 
thefe ten fingers.”

“  He tells nothing but the truth, faid the commiffary; for, he has ac­
tually written his own hiftory, as well as could be defired, and pawned 
the manufcript in jail, for two hundred rials.” “  Ay, and I fhall redeem 
it, faid Gines, i f  it were for as many ducats.” “  W h at! Is it fo enter­
taining ?” faid Don Quixote. “  Yes, anfwered Gines, it is fo entertaining, 
that woe be unto Lazarillo de Tormes, and all who have written or fhall 
write in that manner. W hat I can affirm o f mine, is, that it contains 
truths, and fuch ingenious and favoury truths, as no fi&ion can equal.” 
“  And what is the title o f your book ?” faid the knight. “  The life of 
Gines de Paffamonte,” replied the other. “  Is it finiihed ?” faid Don Quix­
ote. “  How can it be finifhed, anfwered the author, when my natural 
life is not yet concluded ? I have already written my whole hiftory from 
my birth till the laft time I was fent to the gallies.” “  You have vifited 
them before now, then ?” faid the knight. “  For the fervice of God and 
the good o f my country, I have already ferved in them, during the fpace 
o f four years, and know the difference between the bifcuit and the bull’s 
pizzle, anfwered the th ief; and my journey to them now, gives me no 
great pain, for, there I fhall have time to finilh my book, and fet down a 
great many things I have to fay: there being fpare time enough in the 
gallies o f Spain, for that purpofe which does not require much leifure, 
as I have every circumftance by heart.” “  You feem to be an ingenious 
fellow,” faid Don Quixote. “  And unfortunate, anfwered Gines j for, ge­
nius is always attended by evil fortune.” “  Evil fortune ought to attend 
villains like you, faid the guard.” “  I have already defired you, M r. Com- 
miffary, to proceed fair and foftly, anfwered Paffamonte ; your fuperiors 
did not give you that rod to maltreat us poor wretches, but, to condu<ft 
and carry us to the place of our deftination, according to his majefty’s

T  2 command:
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command : and by the life of— but ’tis no matter. The fpots we received 
in the inn, may, one day, be rubbed out in the wafliing. Mum’s the 
word. Let us live while we can, fpeak while we may, and at prefent pur- 
fue our journey; for, this joke has already killed too long.”

The commilfary lifted up his rod, in order to give a proper reply to 
the threats of Palfamonte; but, Don Quixote interpofing, begged he would 
not chaftife him ; becaule it was not to be wondered at, i f  one whofe 
limbs were fo lhackled, fhould take fuch liberties with his tongue : then 
addrefling himfelf to the prifoners, “  From all that you have told me, 
dear brethren, faid he, I clearly perceive, that although you ought to be 
chaflifed for your crimes, the punifhment you are going to fuffer, is not 
much to your lik ing; on the contrary, you make this journey very much 
againfl: your inclination: and perhaps, the pufillanimity o f one of you 
under the torture, this man’s want of money, and that other’s lcarcity of 
friends, and lafl of all, the partiality o f the judge, may have been the 
caufe of your perdition, in depriving you of that juftice, your feveral 
cafes intitled you to. Which confideration now operates within me, fug- 
gelling, perfuading and even compelling me to lhew in your behalf, the 
end and aim for which heaven fent me into this world, and made me pro- 
fefs the order of knight-errantry, by which I am bound by oath, to fuc- 
cour the needy and opprefled; but, becaufe I know, that one maxim of 
prudence, is, not to do that by foul means, which can be accomplilhed by 
fair, I befeech Mr. Commilfary and the guards to unchain and let you 
depart in peace: the king will not want people to ferve him on better oc- 
cafions; and I think it is very hard to enflave thofe whom God and na­
ture have made free. Befides, gentlemen foldiers, added the knight, thofe 
poor people have committed no offence againfl yo u ; and every body hath 
fins of his own to anfwer for. There is a God in heaven, who will take 
care to chaflile the wicked and reward the righteous; and it is not feemly, 
that honefl men fhould be the executioners o f their fellow-creatures, on 
account of matters with which they have no concern. This favour I en­
treat in a mild and peaceable m anner; and if  you grant my requeft, will 
thank you heartily : whereas, i f  you refufe to do quietly what I defire, 
this lance and fword, with the valour of my invincible arm, fhall make 
you do it on compulfion.”

“  A  fine joke, truly! replied the commilfary: he has brought his ha­
rangue to a very merry conclufion ; defiring us to let at liberty the king’s 
prifoners* as if  we had authority to grant, or he to demand, their dilcharge. 
I wifh.your worfhip would go about your bulinefs, and fet to rights that 
bafon on your lkull, without going in quell of a cat with three feet.”

You are a cat and a rat and a fcoundrel to boot,” replied the knight,
attacking
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attacking him with fuch wonderful difpatch, that he had not time to pi t 
himfelf in a pofture o f defence, fo was thrown from his horfe, darger- 
oufly wounded by a thruft o f the knight’s lance. And it happened luckily 
that this was the man who had the firelock. The reft o f the guard were 
at firft aftoniflied and confounded at this unexpected aflault; but they loon 
recollected themfelvcs, and the horfemen drawing their fwords, while thofe 
on foot handled their javelins, fet upon Don Quixote in their turn, who 
waited for them with vaft compofure ; and doubtlefs, he would have fared 
ill, i f  the galley-flaves, feeing a fair occafion offered, of gaining their 
liberty, had not made fhift to obtain it, by breaking the chain with which 
they were fettered. Such was the confufion, that the guards, between their 
endeavours to detain the flaves who were unbound, and their efforts againft 
Don Quixote who affaulted them, could do nothing at all effectual. Sancho, 
for his part, aflifted in difengaging Gines de Paffamonte, who being the 
firll that leapt free and difencumbered, on the plain, attacked the wound­
ed commiffary, and robbed him o f his fword and mufket, with w'hich, 
pointing at one, and taking aim at another, without firing, however, in 
a trice, there was not one o f the guards to be feen; for they made the beft 
o f their way, not only from Paffamonte’s firelock, but alfo from the fhower 
o f ftones which was rained upon them by the reft o f the flaves, who had 
by this time difengaged themfelves.

Sancho was infinitely grieved at this event, reprefenting to himfelf, that 
thofe who fled would inftantly give notice o f the affair to the holy bro­
therhood, which, upon the tolling of a bell, would immediately fally forth 
in fearch o f the delinquents. This fuppofition, he fuggefted to his maf- 
ter, whom he intreated to depart forthwith, and conceal himfelf fome- 
where in the neighbouring mountain. “  That may be a very good expe­
dient, faid the knight; but I know what is proper for me to do at pre- 
fent.” He then called to the flaves who were all in confufion, and after 
they had plundered and ftripped the commiffary to the fkin, they affembled 
around him in a circle, in order to receive his commands, and he accofted 
them in this manner : “  It is the duty o f honeft men, to be thankful for 
benefits received j and one of the fins that gives the greateft offence to 
God, is ingratitude. This truth, I obferve, gentlemen, becaufe you muft 
be fenfible, by manifeft experience, of that which you have received from 
m e ; as an acknowledgment for which, it is my will and pleafure, that 
you fet out immediately, loaded with that chain from which I have deli­
vered your necks, and, repairing to the city of Tobofo, there prefent your- 
felves before the lady Dulcinea del Tobofo, and tell her, that her knight 
of the rueful countenance, hath fent you to her, with his hearty com­
mendations. You fhall alfo punctually recount to her, every circumftance

of
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o f this famous adventure, even to the granting you that liberty you fo 
ardently wilhed fo r : and this duty being performed, you may go, a God’s 
name, whitherfoever ye lift.”

T o  this command, Gines de Paftamonte, in the name o f all the reft, an- 
fwered, ‘ c What your worfhip commands, moft worthy deliverer, is o f all 
impoflibilities, the moft impoflible to fulfil. For, we muft by no means 
travel in a body, but, fingle and divided, and each by himfelf endeavour 
to abfcond within the bowels o f the earth, in order to avoid the holy bro­
therhood, which will, doubtlefs, come out in fearch of us. But your 
worftiip may, and it is but juftice you fliould, change that fervice and 
tribute intended for my lady Dulcinea del Tobofo, into a certain number 
o f Ave-maria’s and Credo’s, which we will fay for your profperity j and 
this is a duty we can fulfil, by night as well as by day, in motion and at 
reft, and in peace as well as in w a r : but, to fuppofe that we will now 
return to the flefh-pots of ./Egypt, I mean to the carriage o f our chain, 
and take the road to Tobofo, is to fuppofe that it is now midnight, tho’ 
it wants little more than two hours of noon : and indeed, to expedl this 
condefcenfion o f us, is like expedling pears from an elm.”

“  Then by heavens! faid Don Quixote in a rage, Don Son o f a whore, 
Don Ginefillo de Parapilla, or whatfoever is your name, you ftiall go 
alone, with your tail between your legs, and carry the whole chain upon 
your own fhoulders.” Paftamonte, who was none o f the moft paftive 
people in the world, having already fmoaked the knight’s weak fide, from 
the mad action he had committed in giving them their freedom, and finding 
himfelf treated by him in this haughty manner, tipt the wink to his com­
panions, who retiring with him, at a little diftance, began to fhower fuch 
a number of ftones upon their deliverer, that he could not contrive how 
to cover himfelf with his fhield : and poor Rozinante minded the fpur 
no more, than if  he had been made of brafs. S’ancho retired behind his 
afs, which ftieltered him from the ftorm o f hail, that defcended on them 
both : but, his mafter could not fcreen himfelf fo well, as to avoid an infi­
nite number of pebble-fhot, which took place upon different parts of his 
body, fome of them with fuch force, that he came tumbling to the ground j 
and no fooner was he fallen, than the ftudent fet upon him, and fnatch- 
ing the bafon from his head, made a moft furious application o f it to 
the knight’s fhoulders, and then dafhed it upon the ground with fuch force, 
that it went into a thoufand pieces. They like wife ftripped him of a * jacket 
he wore above his armour, and would even have taken his hofe, had not

* It was the cuflom of knights to wear a coat of arms made of fome rich fluff figured in a particular 
manner. The duke of Brabant being called in a hurry to the batt'e of Agincourt, took a trumpeter’s 
banner, and making a hole through the middle, put it over his head, and wore it as his coat of arms.
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his greaves been in their w a y ; they plundered Sancho o f his great coat, 
leaving him in his doublet and hole, and dividing the fpoils of the battle 
among them, each took his own feparate route, more anxious to efcape 
the holy brotherhood which they dreaded, than to load themfeives with the 
chain again, and go to prefent themfeives before the lady Dulcinea del 
T  obofo.

The afs and Rozinante, Sancho and Don Quixote, were the only per- 
fons remaining on the field. Dapple, with his head hanging down in a pen- 
five attitude, and every now and then fhaking his ears, as if  he imagined 
the hurricane of (tones that whizzed about them, was not yet over; Rozi­
nante lying ftretched upon the ground, to which, like his mailer, he was 
humbled by a pebble: Sancho in his doublet, terrified at the thoughts o f 
the holy brotherhood; and Don Quixote excefiively out of humour, at fee­
ing himfelf fo ill requited by thofe people whom he had ferved in fuch aa  
effential manner.
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O f what befel the renowned Don Quixote in the brown mountain; being 
one o f the moll furprifing adventures, which is recounted in this true 
hillory.

D O N  Quixote finding himfelf fo evil entreated, faid to his fquire, C{ I 
have always heard it obferved, Sancho, that benefits conferred on 

bafe-minded people, are like drops of water thrown into the fea. Had I  
taken thy advice, I might have avoided this vexat'on i but, now the affair 
is over, we rnuft have reeourfe to patience, and take warning for the fu­
ture.” “  Yes, replied Sancho, your worlhip will take warning, as fure as 
I am a T u rk : but, fince you allow, that if  you had taken my advice, you 
would have avoided this misfortune, take my advice now, and you avoid 
a greater Hill for, I give you notice, that all your errantry will Hand 
you in little Head, againll the holy brotherhood, who don’t value all the 
knights-errant in the univerfe three farthings: and, in faith, this minute, 
methinks I hear their arrows buzzing about my ears.” “  Thou art natu­
rally a coward, Sancho, faid the knight; but, that thou mayeft have no rea- 
(on to fay I am obftinate, and never follow thy counfel, for once thou 
(halt prevail: I will retreat from the danger thou dreaded fo much j but, 
it fhall be on condition, that thou (halt never, either in life or death, hint 
to any perfon whatfoever, that 1 retired, and avoided this peril, thro’ fear, 
but meerly in compliance with thy earned requeft: for, to fay otherwife, 
would be to propagate fallhood •> and from this hour to that, and from
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that hour to this, I give thee the lie, and affirm thou lieft, and wilt lie as 
often as thou (halt fay or think any fuch thing : make no reply, therefore ; 
the very thought o f my being fuppofed to abfcond, or retreat from danger, 
efpecially from this, as it implies fome fort o f fhadow of fear, infpires me 
with fuch courage, that here am I alone, ready to remain and expert not 
only the holy brotherhood, which thou haft mentioned with fear and 
trembling, but alfo the brothel's o f the twelve tribes of Ifrael, thofe o f the 
feven Maccabees, with Caftor and Pollux, and all the brethren and brother­
hoods in the univerfe.” “  Sir, replied Sancho, to retreat is not to fly, nor 
is it prudent to tarry when the danger over-balances the hope : and it is al­
ways the pradlice of wife people, to referve fomething for to-morrow, with­
out venturing all upon one caft; and you muft know, that tho’ I be a ruf- 
tic and a clown, I have all my lifetime had a ftnall fhare o f what is called 
good condudt: wherefore, you need not repent o f having taken my advice, 
but mount Rozinante, i f  you can ; if  not, I will lend you my affiftance, 
and follow me ; for, this noddle of mine tells me, that at prefent we have 
more need of heels than of hands.”

Don Quixote accordingly mounted, without the leaft reply, and Sancho 
leading the way, upon his afs, they took refuge in that part o f the brown 
mountain which was neareft, the fquire intending to go quite acrofs to Vifo 
or Almodovar de Campo, after they fhould have lurked for fome days 
amongft the rocks, that they might not be found, in cafe the holy brother­
hood fhould come in fearch of them : he was encouraged to this refolution, 
by feeing, that in the *  fcuffle with the galley-flaves, the provifions his 
afs carried had efcaped untouched; a circumftance that, in his opinion, 
amounted to a miracle, confidering what the thieves had taken, and how 
narrowly they have fearched.

That evening, they arrived in the very heart o f the Sierra Morena >f-, 
where Sancho propofed to fpend the night, and even to pafs a few days, at 
leaft ftay as long as their ftore fhould la ft : accordingly they took up their 
lodging between two rocks, in the midft o f a great number o f cork-trees: 
but, fate, which, according to the opinion of thofe who do not enjoy the 
light of the true faith, guides, conducts and difpofes all tilings after its own 
way, ordained that Gines de Paflamonte, that famous robber and cheat, 
who had been delivered from the chain, by the valour and madnefs o f Don 
Quixote; I fay, fate ordained that he, impelled by the feaf o f th'e holy 
brotherhood, which he did not dread without good reafon, happened like-

* This is an overfight of the author, who feems to have forgot, that Sancho loft his wallet at the inn, 
and was robbed by the galley-flaves of the great coat or cloak, in which he carried the remains of that prO- 
vifion he had taken from thofe who attended the dead body towards Segovia.

f  A chain of didiy mountains that divide Caflile from Anda’uzia.
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wife to take refuge in thofe mountains; and even to be carried by this 
fear to the fame place whither the fame principle had directed Don 
Quixote and Sancho Panza, juft time enough to know who they were, not- 
withftanding their being gone to deep. As the wicked are always ungrate­
ful, and neceffity puts them to their fhifts, and the prefent convenience 
overcomes the profpedt o f future quiet; Gines, who was neither grateful 
nor good-natured, refolved to fteal Sancho’s afs, undervaluing Rozinante, 
as a fubjeft that he could neither pawn nor fe ll: accordingly, while the 
fquire was alleep, he ftole Dapple, and before morning, was gone far enough 
to elude all purfuit.

The appearance of Aurora that rejoices the earth, had a quite contrary 
effect upon Sancho Panza, who miffing his Dapple, and fearching for him 
in vain, began to utter the moft woeful lamentation that ever was heard; 
and Don Quixote waked by the noife, heard him exclaiming in this man­
ner : “  O Son of my bowels ! born in my houfe, the play-fellow of my chil­
dren, the delight o f my fpoufe, the envy of my neighbours, and comforter 
o f my cares! in lhort, the half o f my fuftenance: for, with fix and twenty 
maravedis which thou haft daily earned, did I defray one half o f my family 
expence !” Don Quixote hearing this complaint, and being informed of the 
caufe, confoled Sancho with all the arguments in his power, and begging 
him to have patience, promifed to give him a bill of exchange, on fight of 
which, he fhould receive three afies out o f five, which the knight had left at 
home. Sancho being comforted with this declaration, dried up his tears, 
moderated his fighs, and returned a thoufand thanks to Don Quixote for 
his generofity. As they fauntered among the rocks, the knight’s heart was 
rejoiced to fee places fo well adapted to thofe adventures he was in queft o f ; 
for, they recalled to his remembrance, thofe wonderful events which had 
happened to knights-errant among fuch rocks and folitudes: he w'ent on. 
mufing on thefe fubjedts, and indeed fo wrapt up, and engrofted by them, 
that he minded nothing elfe: while Sancho’s only care, now that he thought 
he travelled in fafety, was to fatisfy his appetite with what remained of the 
fpoils o f the clergy: he therefore jogged on leifurely, after his mafter *, 
fitting fide-ways on his afs, and repleniihing his own bags, out of that which 
contained the provifion; and while he was thus employed, would not have 
given a farthing for the beft adventure that could happen.

Chancing, however, to lift up his eyes, he perceived his mafter had 
ftopt, and was endeavouring, with the point of his lance, to raife fome 
bundle that lay upon the ground: he therefore haftened up to him, in or­
der to lend his affiftance, fhould it be found neceflary, and arrived juft as

* Here Cervantes hath been caught napping by the critics, who obfervc, that Sancho could not be 
mounted on the afs which was but juft now itolcn by Gines Pafl'amonte.
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the knight had turned up with his lance, a pillion with a portmanteau fixed 
to it, all rotted and confumed by the weather: but To heavy, that Sancho 
was obliged to alight, in order to take them up. His matter having ordered 
him to examine the contents of the portmanteau, he obeyed with great ala­
crity, and tho’ it was fhut with a chain and padlock, there were fo many 
holes in it, that he foon reached the infide, where he found four fhirts of 
fine holland, with other provifion of linnen, equally fafhionable and clean, 
together with a pretty large heap of crowns o f gold, wrapt up in a rag, 
which he no fooner perceived, than he cried in a rapture, “  Bleffed be 
heaven for granting us one advantageous adventure!” then continuing his 
fearch, he found a pocket-book richly garnifhed, which Don Quixote de- 
fired to have, bidding him keep the money for his own ufe. Sancho kitted 
his hand for the favour, and taking the linnen out of the portmanteau, 
crammed it into the bag that held their provifion.

The knight having confidered the whole affair, “  Sancho, faid he, I am 
of opinion, and I cannot pofiibly be miftaken, that fome bewildered travel­
ler, in his paflage over thefe mountains, has been fet upon by robbers, who 
having flain him, muff have dragged his body to be buried in this unfre­
quented place.” “  That cannot be the cafe, anfwered the fquire; for, if 
they had been robbers, they would not have left the money behind them.” 
“  Thou art in the right, faid Don Quixote j and I cannot guefs nor 
conceive what the matter can have been. Let us fee if  there be any thing 
written in this pocket-book, by which we may trace out and come to the 
certainty o f what we want to know.” He opened it accordingly, and the 
firft thing he found was the rough draught, tho’ very legible, o f a fonnet, 
which he read aloud for the benefit of Sancho, in thefe words:

L

LO V E  either cruel is or blind >
Or ftill unequal to the caufe,

Is this diftemper of the mind,
That with infernal torture gnaws.

II.
But Love’s a god, and cruelty

In heavenly breatts can never dwell: J
Then fay, by what authority,

I ’m doom’d to feel the pains o f hell ?
III .

O f all my fufferings and my woe,
Is Chloe then the fatal fource ?
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Sure ill from good can never flow,

Nor fo much beauty gild a curfe.
IV.

W ith hopelefs mifery weigh’d down,
I ’ll feek for quiet in the grave;

For when the malady’s unknown,
A  miracle alone can fave.

“  From fuch rhime, faid Sancho, there is no information to be got, unlefs 
by that clue * , we could come to the bottom o f the affair.” “  W hat clue 
do’ft thou mean ?” faid the knight. “  The clue your worfliip mentioned juft 
now in the fonnet,” anfwered the fquire. “  I mentioned no clue, replied Don 
Quixote, but Chloe, which is without doubt, the name o f the lady o f whom 
the author o f thefe verfes complains : and really he muft have been a very 
ingenious poet, or elfe I know very little o f the art.” “  Then your worfliip 
underftands crambo ?” faid the fquire. “  Better than you imagine, anfwered 
the knight, as you will fee when you carry from me a letter to my miftrefs 
Dulcinea del Tobofo, written in verfe from top to bottom: for, thou muft 
know, Sancho, that all or the greateft part of the knights-errant who lived 
in former ages, were very much addicted to poetry and mufic; thefe two 
qualities, or rather gifts of nature, being annexed to all errants in love: 
tho’ the truth is, their couplets were rather fprightly than elegant.” “  I 
wifli your worfliip would read on, faid Sancho; perhaps you may find fome- 
thing more to our fatisfadtion.” Accordingly the knight, having turned over 
the leaf, “  Here is prole, faid he ; and feems to be a letter.” Sancho alk- 
ing if  it was upon bufinefs, his mafter replied, “  In the beginning there was 
nothing but love.” “  Pray, Sir, cried Sancho, read it aloud; for I am 
highly delighted with matters o f love.” “  With all my heart,” anfwered 
Don Quixote, who raifing his voice, in compliance with the fquire’s requeft, 
read what follows:

“  Thy falfe promifes, together with the certainty of my misfortune, have 
exiled me to a corner of the world, from whence thou wilt hear an account 
of my death, before this my complaint lhall reach thine ears. Thou haft 
call: me off, ungrateful as thou a r t ! in favour o f one, who, tho’ he is richer, 
is not a more deferving lover than me : for, i f  virtue were the wealth that 
is molt efteemed, I Ihould have no caule to envy the happinels o f others, 
or to bewail my own milhap. W hat thy beauty had railed, thy behaviour 
has overthrown: by the firft I miftook thee for an angel; by the laft I dif*

* As it is impoffible to preferve the original blunders of Sancho, who miftakes Fili or Phillis, far Hilo 
that fignifies a thread, we are obliged to fubflitute another, by changing Phillis into Chloe, which Sancho, 
in Englifli, might have as naturally miliaken for a clue, and by this expedient, the fenfe of the pafl'age is 
not hurt, and but very little altered.
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covered thee to be a woman. Mayeft thou live in peace, fair authorefs of 
my misfortunes > and heaven grant that the deceit o f thy hulband may ne­
ver be difclofed, that thou mayeft never repent of what thou haft done, nor 
I enjoy the revenge I do not defire.”

Don Quixote having read this letter, obferved that nothing elfe could be 
inferred either from it, or the verfes, but that the author was fome defpair- 
ing lover. Then perufing the reft o f the book, he found more verfes and 
letters, fome legible, and others not intelligible; but, the fubftance of them 
all, was compofed of complaints, lamentations, fufpicions, defires, difgufts, 
favours and difdain, fome of which were extolled, and others deplored. 
While Don Quixote examined the book, Sancho rummaged the portman­
teau, without leaving a corner in that or the pillion, which he did not 
fearch, pry into and overhaul: no feam was left unript, no lock of wool 
unpicked, that nothing might be loft thro’ negligence and want of care; 
fo much was his cupidity awakened, by finding the money, which amounted 
to more than an hundred crowns: and tho’ he reaped no other fruit from 
his induftry, he thought himfelf abundantly requited for his capers in the 
blanket, his vomit of the balfam, the benediction o f the pack-ftaves, the 
fifty-cuffs of the carrier, the lofs o f his- bags, the robbery of his great coat, 
with all the hunger, thirft and fatigue he had undergone in the fervice of 
his worthy mafter, who had made him more than amends, by his generous 
prefent o f this windfall.

The knight of the rueful countenance was impatient to know the ow­
ner of the portmanteau; conjecturing by the fonnet, the letter, the gold, 
and the fine linnen, that he muft be fome lover o f quality, whom the difdain 
and barbarity of his miftrefs had driven to fome defperate end: but, as in 
that uninhabited and rocky place, there was no body who could give him 
tire information he wanted, he refolved to penetrate ftill farther into the 
mountain, without taking any other road than what Rozinante fhould 
chufe for his own conveniency, ftill confident o f meeting with fome ftrange 
adventure among thefe briars and brambles.

As he went on, entertaining himfelf with thefe reflections, he perceived, 
upon the top o f a hill, right before him, a man (kipping from bufli to bufh, 
and rock to rock, with wonderful agility : his body feemed naked, his beard 
black and bulhy, his hair long and matted, his feet unfhod, his legs bare, 
and his thighs covered with breeches, which to all appearance, were o f 
crimfon, but fo ragged, that his lkin appeared thro’ many different holes, 
while his head was without any fort of covering. Notwithilanding the 
nimblenefs with which he palled, all thefe minute circumftances were feen 
and remarked by the knight of the rueful countenance, who in vain, at­
tempted to follow him ; thofe rough roads being quite unpaffable by the
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feeble Rozinante, which was naturally phlegmatic and tender-footed. How­
ever, Don Quixote concluded that this rauft be the owner o f the pillion and 
portmanteau, and determined within himfelf to find him out, altho’ he 
fhould travel a whole year thro’ the mountains, for that very purpofe. With 
this view, he ordered Sancho to alight, and take a fhort cut over one part 
o f the mountain, while he fhould go round the other3 that by this expedient, 
they might come up with the man who had fo fuddenly vanifhed from 
their fight. “  That propofal I can by no means comply with, anfwered the 
fquire 3 for, if  I ftir but an inch from your worfliip, fear inftantly lays 
hold on me, and aflaults me in a thouland horrid fhapes and vifions; 
and let this ferve to apprife you, that henceforward, I will not budge a 
finger’s breadth from your pretence.” “  Be it fo, faid he o f the rueful coun­
tenance 3 and I am very glad that thou can’ll avail thyfelf o f my courage, 
which fhali never fail thee, even if  thy foul fhould fail thy body: follow 
me therefore, ftep by ftep, or at thy own leifure, and ufe thine eyes like 
two fpy-glaffes: we will take a compafs round this little mountain, and per­
haps we may meet again with that man, who is certainly no other than the 
owner of what we found.” T o  this obfervation, Sancho replied, “  Me- 
thinks we may fave ourfelves that trouble3 for, i f  upon finding him, he 
fhould prove to be the owner o f the money, I mult o f courfe, make refti- 
tution: therefore we had better fpare all this fruitlefs fearch, and keep it 
bona fide, until the true owner, appear of himfelf, without all this intricate 
inquiry3 and before that happens, perhaps I fhali have fpent the whole, 
and then I fhali bedifcharged by law.” “  In that notion thou art miftaken, 
Sancho, relumed the knight 3 for, as we have already good grounds to be­
lieve that he is the owner, it is our duty to find him out, and reftore what 
we have taken: and tho’ we fhould not find him, the ftrong reafon we have 
to believe that it belongs to him, will make us equally guilty in detaining 
it, as we fhould be, i f  it really did. Wherefore, friend Sancho, do not 
give thyfelf any uneafinefs about the inquiry3 becaufe, i f  we find him, I 
fhali be freed from a great deal o f anxiety.” So faying, he put fpurs to Ro­
zinante, and Sancho followed in his ufual manner. Having furrounded 
part of the mountain, they found in a brook that watered the foot of it, a 
dead mule faddled and bridled, and half confumed by the dogs and crows: 
another circumftance which confirmed them in the opinion, that he who fled 
from them was mafter both of the mule and portmanteau.

While they were looking at this obje<ft, they heard a fhepherd’s whiffle, 
and prefently on the left appeared a good number of goats, and behind 
them, on the top of the mountain, they defcried the goatherd, who 
feemed to be a man in years. Don Quixote calling aloud, intreated him 
to come down 3 and he in the fame tone, afked what had brought them to
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that place, which was feldom trodden except by the feet o f goats, wolves, 
and other wild beads that harboured thereabouts ? Sancho bade him come 
down, and they would tell him what had brought them thither; upon 
which, the goatherd defcended, and coming up to Don Quixote, “  I ’ll 
wager, faid he, that you are looking at the hireling mule, which lies 
dead in that bottom, where in good footh it hath lain full fix months. 
Pray, have you met with its maffer ?” “  We have met with nothing, an-
fwered the knight, but a pillion and portmanteau, which we found not 
far from hence.” ct I have often feen the fame things, replied the goatherd, 
but would never touch nor go near them, being afraid of fome misfor­
tune ; or o f being queffioned for theft; for, the devil is very cunning, 
and raifes blocks under our feet, over which we Humble, and very often 
fall.” “  That is the very thing I fay, anfwered Sancho, though I faw 
them alfo, I would not go within a Hone’s throw o f them : there I left 
them, and there they remain as they w ere; for, I don’t chufe to Heal a 
dog with a collar about his neck*.” “  Prithee, honeH friend, faid Don 
Quixote, doH thou know who the owner of thefe things is ?” “  All that 
I can fay of the matter, anfwered the goatherd, is, that it may be about 
fix months, more or lefs, fince there came to our hut, which is about 
three leagues from hence, a very genteel young man of a comely appear­
ance, riding upon that very mule that now lies dead, with the fame pil­
lion and portmanteau which you fay, you found. He alked what part of 
the mountain was the molt woody and concealed, and we told him, that 
it was this very fpot where we now are ; and it is fo, for if  you go half 
a league farther into the mountain, you will perhaps, find it a very diffi­
cult matter to return : and I marvel much, how you have got fo far, for, 
there is neither high-road, nor by-path that leads to this place. But, as I 
was faying, the young man hearing our reply, turned his mule, and rode 
towards the place to which we had diredled him, leaving us all very much 
pleafed with his appearance, though not a little furprized at his queHion, 
and the fpeed with which we faw him ride back into the heart o f the 
mountain : from that time we faw no more of him, till a few days after, 
when he fprung upon cne of our fhepherds on the road, and without fay­
ing why or wherefore, beat and bruifed him unmercifully; after which, 
he went to the fumpter-afs, and, carrying off all the bread and cheefe that 
was on his back, with furprizing nimblenefs, ran back again to the 
thicket. As foon as we underftood this particular, feveral o f us goatherds 
went in fearch of him, through the moH wild and unfrequented part o f 
the mountain, for the fpace of two days, at the end of which, we found

• Methinks it is inconfiftent with the character of the knight, to allow Sancho to tell fuch a fraudulent 
untruth in his hearing j nor is Par.za’s behaviour, on this occaiion, much for the honour of his iimplicity.
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him lying in the hollow o f a large cork-tree. He came out to us, in a 
very civil manner, with his cloaths all torn, and his face fo tanned and 
disfigured by the fun, that we fliould fcarce have known him, had not his 
cloaths, tattered as they were, which we had before taken particular notice 
of, allured us that he was the perfon we went in fearch of. He faluted 
us very courteoufly, and in a few words, though very well chofen, bade 
us not wonder at feeing him in that condition ; for, he was obliged in 
that manner, to do penance, which had been injoined him, on account 
of his manifold fins and tranfgrelTions. W e earneftly begged to know 
who he was, but that he never could be prevailed upon to te ll: we defil­
ed him alfo, whenever he fliould have occafion for food, without which 
he could not live, to tell us where we fliould find him, and we would 
bring it to him, with great care and affection; or, i f  that was not to his 
liking, we defired him to afk it civilly, without taking it by force. He 
thanked us kindly for our tenders of fervice, begged pardon for the af- 
faults he had committed, and promifed for the future, to alk it for God's 
fake, without giving offence to any perfon whatfoever. W ith regard to 
the place o f his habitation, he faid he had no other than that which 
chance prefented every night when it grew dark j and concluded his dif- 
courfe with fuch piteous lamentation, that our hearts muff have been 
made of flint, if  we could have heard it without fhedding tears, confider- 
ing the woeful change he had undergone, fince we faw him at fir f t : for, 
as I have already obferved, he was a genteel, comely youth, and by his 
courteous and polite difcourfe, fhewed himfelf to be a perfon of good 
birth, and excellent breeding: and though we who heard him were only 
home-bred country people, the gentility of his carriage was eafily perceiv­
ed by our clownifh ignorance. In the midlt o f this converfation that paft 
between him and us, he grew filent all o f a fudden, and nailed, as it were, 
his eyes to the ground, for a confiderable fpace of time, during which, 
we remained in fufpence and no fmall concern, to fee the effect o f this 
ftupefadtion ; for, by his flaring at the ground for a good while, without 
moving his eye-lids, then fliutting them clofe and biting his lips, and 
then drawing up the fkin o f his forehead, we could eafily perceive that 
he was feized with fome fit o f madnefs j and he foon confirmed the truth 
of our opinion j for, he fprung up with furprizing force, from the ground 
on which he had thrown himfelf, and attacked the perfon who was next 
to him, with fuch rage and refolution, that if  we had not taken him off, 
he would have beaten and bit him to death : crying aloud all the time, 
u Ha, treacherous Fernando! Now fhalt thou pay for the injury thou haft 
done me. Tiiefe hands lhall tear out thy heart, in which all kinds of 
wickednefs, particularly fraud and deceit, are harboured and dwell 1”
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T o thefe he added other expreffions, tending to reproach that Fernando 
with treachery and bafenefs. When we had got our friend out of his 
clutches, with no l'mall trouble, he went off without fpeaking another 
word, and ran at full fpeed among thefe fhrubs and brambles, fo as that 
it was impoflible for us to follow him. From thefe things, we conjedtured 
that his madnefs comes upon him by fits, and that fome perfon o f the 
name of Fernando muft have done him fome deadly wrong, which hath 
driven him to diftradtion. Indeed, this conjedture has been fince confirm­
ed by his different behaviour on diverfe occafions, when he hath met with 
our fhepherds, from whom he hath fometimes begged part o f their provi- 
fion, and at other times, hath taken it by force; for when the fit o f lu­
nacy is upon him, though they offer it of their own free will, he will not 
accept o f it peaceably, without coming to blows but, when he is in his 
right fenfes, he begs it for God’s fake, in a very courteous and civil man­
ner, and returns many thanks for the favour, accompanied with abun­
dance of tears. And truly, gentlemen, added the goatherd, I and four 
more country lads, two of them my own fervants, and the other two 
friends of mine, yefterday refolved to go in fearch of him, and after hav­
ing found him, to carry him, either by force or fair means, to the 
city of Almodavar, which is about eight leagues from hence; and 
there have him cured, if  he be curable; or learn of him, when he is in 
his fenfes, who he is, and whether or not he has any relations, to whom 
we may give an account of his misfortune. This, gentlemen, is all I can 
fay, in anfwer to the queftions you alked; and you may take it for grant­
ed, that the owner of the goods you found, is the very fame perfon whom 
you faw fkip about, half-naked, with fuch agility.” For, Don Quixote 
had faid that they had feen a man in that condition, leaping from rock 
to rock.

The knight was very much furprized at this information of the goat­
herd, which making him ftill more impatient to know who this unfortu­
nate lunatic was, he determined with himfelf to put his former defign in 
execution, and go in queft o f him, through the whole mountain, with­
out leaving a cave or corner unfearched until he fhould find him. But, 
accident was more his friend on this occafion, than he could either ima­
gine or expect. For, at that inftant, the young man o f himfelf, appeal­
ed in the cleft o f a rock hard by the place where they ftood; and came 
towards them, muttering fomething to himfelf, which they could not have 
underftood, had he been near, much lefs, as he was at fome diftance from 
them. His equipage was juft as it has been defcribed; but, as he ap­
proached, Don Quixote perceived that his buff doublet, though torn to 
rags, ftill retained the perfume from whence he concluded, that the per­

fon
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fon who wore fuch drefs, could not be a man o f the lowed: rank. When 
he came up, he faluted them very politely, though with a hoarfe miduned 
voice; and the falutation was returned with no lefs courtefy by Don Quix­
ote, who alighting from Rozinante, with genteel and graceful deportment, 
went and embraced the dranger, whom he drained within his arms a 
good while, as if  he had been a very old acquaintance. The other, who 
might have been called the tatterdemalion o f the diffracted, as Don 
Quixote was ftiled the knight o f the rueful countenance, after having fub- 
mitted to this embrace, dept back, and laying his hands on the fhoulders 
o f the knight, dood looking attentively in his face, in order to recolledt 
h im ; no lefs adonifhed, perhaps, at the figure, mien and armour o f Don 
Quixote, than this lad was furprifed at his forlorn appearance. At length, 
the fird who broke filence after the embrace was the ragged youth, who 
ipoke what you may read in the following chapter.
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The continuation o f the adventure in the Sierra Morena.

/“ I " " 'H E  hidory relates, that Don Quixote lidened with vad attention 
to the fhabby knight o f the mountain, who began the converfation 

thus : “  Affuredly, fignor, though I have not the honour to know who 
you are, I thank you heartily for thofe expreflions o f kindnefs with which 
you treat m e ; and wifh I were in fuch a fituation as would enable me to 
repay this courteous reception with fomething more than meer good-will." 
“  M y will and defire, anfwered Don Quixote, to ferve you is fo drong, 
that I was determined not to quit thefe mountains, until I had found you, 
and learned of yourfelf, whether or not, the grief you manifed in this 
drange courfe o f life, could be alleviated by any kind o f remedy, for 
which, had need required, I would have fearched with all poflible diligence: 
and had your misfortune been fuch as fhut up all the avenues to advice 
and redrefs, I was refolved to join your lamentations, and bemoan your 
mifery to the utmod o f my power ; for, in all my misfortunes, the great- 
ed confolation is a fympathifing friend : and if  this my friendly intention 
deferves the lead return o f civility, I intreat you, fignor, by that courtefy 
which I fee you fo eminently poffefs, and moreover, conjure you by that 
object, which o f all others in this life, you have mod loved, or are mod 
in love with, to tell me who you are, and inform me o f the caufe that 
brings you to live and die in this folitude, like the brute beads among 
which you dwell, fo different from that rank and fituation, to which your 
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drefs and perfon declare you are intitled. And I fwear by the order of 
chivalry which I have received, unworthy finner that I am ! and by the pro- 
feffion of a knight-errant, that i f  you comply with this my requeft, I 
will ferve you with that earneftnefs which my duty obliges me to exprefs; 
either in remedying your mifhap, if  it admits o f remedy; or in condoling 
you, as I have already promifed.” The knight o f the wood, hearing him 
o f the rueful countenance talk in this manner, could do nothing for 
fome time, but gaze, and flare and furvey him from head to fo o t; at 
length having examined him thoroughly, he faid, “  I f  you have got any 
food, for God’s-fake fpare me a little ; and after I fhall have eaten it, I will 
do as you defire, in return for the civility you now fliew me.”

Sancho immediately pulled from his bag, and the goatherd from his 
fcrip, fome vidtuals to appeal'e the hunger o f the tatterdemalion, who fwal- 
lowed wrhat they gave him, like a frantic perfon, with fbch hurry that he 
left not the interval o f an inftant between one mouthful and another, but 
feemed to devour rather than eat, without either fpeaking or being fpoke 
to by the fpedlators. His repafl being ended, he beckoned them to fol­
low, and conduced them to a verdant fpot of grafsv at the turning o f a 
rock, a little way from the place where they w ere; and, fitting down on 
the green turf, they followed his example j not a word being fpoke all the 
time, until the ragged knight, after having adjufted himfelf in his feat, 
began in this m anner: “  I f  you defire, gentlemen, that I fhould, in a 
few words, Inform you o f the immenfity o f my misfortunes, you mull 
give me your promife that you will not by any queftion, or otherwife, 
interrupt the thread of my doleful fto ry ; for, i f  you fhould, that inftant 
I will break off the narration.” This warning recalled to the knights me­
mory, the ftory recounted by his fquire, which ftill remained unfinifhed, 
becaufe he had not kept an exaft account of the goats, as they paffed the 
river. But, to return to the tattered knight, “  I give you this precaution, 
added he, becaufe, I would briefly pafs over the detail o f my misfortunes, 
the remembrance of which brings frefli addition to my w o e ; and the 
fewer queftions you alk, the fooner fhall I have finifhed the relation; al­
though, in order to fatisfy your curiofity to the full, I will not fail to 
mention every material circumftance.” Don Quixote promifed, in behalf 
of himfelf and the company, to avoid all manner o f interruption, and the 
frranger thus affured, began in thefe words :

“  M y name is Cardenio, the place of my nativity one o f the beft cities 
in this province of Andalufia, my family noble, my parents rich, and 
my misfortunes fo great, that no doubt, they have been lamented by them, 
and even felt through my whole kindred, though all their wealth would 
not alleviate my w oe; for, the goods o f fortune are but o f little fervice

againft
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againd thofe ills infli&ed by the hand o f heaven. In the fame country 
lived, fhall I call her, a paradife, which love had adorned with all the 
charms I could defire to poffefs; fuch was the beauty of Lucinda, a young 
lady as well born and rich as I, though more fortunate, and endowed with 
lefs condancy than what was due to my honourable intentions. This. 
Lucinda did I admire, love and adore even from my molt tender years; 
and flie made me all the returns o f love and inclination, that I could ex­
pert from her infant age. Our parents were not ignorant o f our mutual 
affedtion, which gave them no offence, becaufe they forefaw that i f  it 
fliould encreafe with our years, it could have no other ifl'ue than marriage; 
an union which the equality o f our age and fortune feemed to point out. 
Mean while, our paffion growing up with our age, Lucinda’s father 
thought himfelf obliged to forbid me his houfe; imitating, in that parti­
cular, the parents of Thifbe, whom the poets have celebrated fo much. 
This prohibition, added flame to flame, and wifli to w ifli; for, though 
our tongues were reflrained, they could not filence our pens, which com­
monly exprefs the fentiments o f the heart with more liberty, becaufe the 
prefence o f the beloved objedt often confounds the moft determined in­
tention, and puts to filence the mod; undaunted tongue.

Good heaven ! what letters did I w rite! what chafle endearing anfwers 
did I receive ! what fongs did I compofe, infpired by love that difplayed 
the foul unmafked, indamed each foft defire, regaled the fancy and in­
dulged the w id i! in fine, my patience being exhaufted, and my heart al- 
mod confumed with the defire o f feeing her, I refolved to execute the 
fcheme which feemed mod: favourable for my love and pretenfions; and 
this I put in pradtice, by demanding her in marriage o f her father, who 
thanked me for the honour I intended him, by this propofal o f marry­
ing into his family, but faid, as my own father was alive, it was properly 
his bufinefs to make the demand; for, unlefs his confent and inclination 
were obtained, Lucinda was not a perfon either to be given or taken in 
marriage, by dealth. I thanked him, in my turn, for his politenefs, and 
thinking there was a great deal o f reafon in what he faid, allured myfelf 
that my father would readily agree to the propofal, whenever I fliould 
make it. I therefore, flew indantly to difclofe my fentiments to him on 
that fubject, and entering the clofet where he was, found him reading a 
letter, which before I could lpeak a fyllable, he put into my hand, faying,
“  By this Tetter, Cardenio, you will fee how much duke Ricardo is in­
clined to do you fervice.” This duke Ricardo, as you mud know, gen- , 
tlemen, is a grandee o f Spain, whofe edate lies in the bed part o f this 
province. I took and read the letter, which was fo extremely kind, that I 
myfelf fliould have blamed my father, had he refufed to comply with what
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he requefted in i t : this was, to fend me immediately to his houfe, he 
being defirous that I fhould live as the companion, not the fervant, o f his 
eldeft fon j and he would take care o f my fortune, in fuch a manner as 
fhould manifeft the efteem he had for me. Having read the letter, I was 
ftruck dumb at knowing the contents; efpecially, when I heard my father 
pronounce, “  Tw o days hence, Cardenio, you lhall fet out, according to 
the pleafure o f the duke; and you ought to thank God for having opened 
an avenue, through which you may arrive at that fortune I know you 
defer ve.” T o  this declaration he added other advices, as became a pru­
dent father, and I, the night before I departed, finding means to fpeak 
with Lucinda, told her what had happened; nay, I even imparted it to 
her father, intreating him to wait a few days, without difpofing of her 
to any other, until I fhould know in what manner Ricardo wanted to 
employ me. He gave me his promife accordingly, and fhe confirmed it by 
a thoufand vows and anxious fighs.

I at length arrived at the feat of duke Ricardo, by whom I was fo well 
received and kindly entertained, that Envy prefently began to do her of­
fice, poflefling the old fervants with the opinion, that every expreflion o f 
favour I received from the duke, was prejudicial to their intereft. But 
he who was moft rejoiced at my refiding there, was the duke’s fecond fon 
Fernando, a gay, genteel, liberal and amorous youth, who, in a fhort 
time, was pleafed to honour me with fuch intimacy o f friendfhip as be­
came the fubjedl o f every body’s difeourfe ; and though the elder brother 
loved and favoured me alfo, he did not carry his favour and affedlion to 
fuch a pitch. Now, as all fecrets are communicated between friends, and 
the confidence in which I lived with Fernando was foon changed into 
friendfhip, he imparted to me, his moft fecret thoughts, and among other 
things, a love-affair that gave him a good deal o f difquiet. In fhort, he 
had an inclination for a country-maid, who was his father’s vaffal: her pa­
rents were very rich, and fhe herfelf fo beautiful, referved, modeft, and 
difereet, that nobody who knew her could determine in which of thefe 
qualifications fhe moft excelled. Thefe accomplifhments of this fair maiden 
inflamed the defires of Don Fernando to fuch a pitch, that he refolved, 
as the eafieft conqueft over her virtue, to promife he would marry her; for, 
he found it impollible to gratify his wifh, in any other way. I, prompted 
and bound by my friendfhip, endeavoured to diffuade and divert him from 
his purpofe, by the ftrongeft arguments and moft lively examples I could 
produce; but, finding them all ineffedtual, I refolved to communicate the 
whole affair to his father duke Ricardo.

Don Fernando having abundance of cunning and difeernment, lufpe£t- 
ed my intention; and was afraid, that the obligation he faw I was un­
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tier, as a faithful fervant, would not allow me to conceal an affair fo 
prejudicial to the honour of the duke my mafter : he therefore, in order 
to divert and deceive me, obferved, that he could find no better remedy 
to remove the beauty that enflaved him, from his remembrance, than that 
o f abfence for a few months ; and therefore defircd that we fhould go to 
my father’s houfe, upon pretence, as he would tell the duke, o f feeing 
and purchafmg fome fine horfes in our town, which produces the beft in 
the world. Scarce had he uttered this propofal, when, prompted by my 
love, exclufive o f his prudent intention, I approved o f it, as one o f the 
beft conceited fchemes that could be imagined j and was rejoiced at meet­
ing with fuch a fair conjuncture and occalion o f returning to my dear L u ­
cinda. Induced by this motive and defire, I applauded his pretence, and 
inforced his propofal, advifmg him to execute his plan with all fpeed; for, 
abfence would certainly do it’s office, in fpite o f the moft eftablifhed in­
clination. At that very time, as I afterwards underftood, he had enjoyed 
the country-maid, under the title of her hufband, and waited for an op­
portunity of owning it with fafety to himfelf, being afraid of the duke’s 
refentment, in cafe he fhould difcover his folly. It happened afterwards, 
that as love in young people is, for the moft part, nothing but appetite, 
whofe only aim is pleafure; and this being enjoyed, what teemed love, va- 
niflies, becaufe it cannot exceed the bounds of nature; whereas real love 
is bounded by no fuch limits : I fay, as foon as Don Fernando enjoyed 
the country-girl, his defires were appeafed and his raptures abated; and if  
at firft, he pretended to feek a cure for them, in abfence, he now, ear- 
neftly defired to be abfent, that he might avoid any further gratification.

The duke having given him leave, and ordered me to attend him, we 
arrived at our habitation, where he was received by my father, in a man­
ner, fuitable to his rank and family. I  went inftantly to vifit Lucinda, 
whofe prefence, in a moment, rekindled all my defires, which indeed were 
neither dead nor decayed within me 5 and, to my infinite misfortune, I 
made Don Fernando acquainted with my love, becaufe I thought, by the 
laws o f that intimate friendfhip with which he honoured me, I ought to 
conceal nothing from him. I therefore praifed the beauty, grace, and 
dilcretion of Lucinda, in fuch a manner, as excited his curiofity to fee 
fuch an accomplifhed young lady. Prompted by my evil genius, I grati­
fied his defire, fhewing her to him one night, by the light of a taper, at 
the window, from which I ufed to converfe with her. At fight of her 
he abiblutely forgot all the beauties he had formerly feen ; he was ftruck 
dumb with wonder j he leemed to lofe all fenfe, became abfent and pen- 
five ; and, in fhort, enamoured of her to that degree which you will per­
ceive in the courfe of my unhappy ftory. And, the more to inflame his
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defire, which he concealed from me, and difclofed to heaven alone, he 
happened one day to find a letter which fhe had written, defiring me to 
alk her in marriage of her father; fo prudent, modeft and tender, that 
upon perufing it, he faid, “  In Lucinda alone are concentered all the 
charms of beauty and underftanding, which are divided among the reft of 
her fex.” True it is, and I will now confefs it, that although I knew how 
juftly Fernando applauded Lucinda, I was vexed at hearing thefe praifes 
proceed from his mouth, and began to dread, and fufped his inclination; 
for, he was eternally talking of her, and always turned the difcoiirfe upon 
her, even when he was obliged to bring her in by the head and fhoulders : 
a circumftance that wraked a fort of jealoufy within me j not, that I ima­
gined aught could alter the faith and aftedion of Lucinda, yet, notwith- 
itanding, my deftiny made me dread the very thing that confidence en- 
fured. Don Fernando always endeavoured to read the letters I fent to L u ­
cinda, together with her anfwers, on pretence of being highly pleafed with 
tiie good fenfe they contained; and it once happened, that fhe having de­
fined me to fiend her a book of knight-errantry, in which fhe took great de­
light, called Amadis de Gaul.”

Don Quixote no fooner heard him mention this book, than he laid, 
“  Had you told me, in the beginning o f your ftory, that your miftrefs 
Lucinda was an admirer of books of chivalry, you would have had no oc- 
cafion to ufie any other argument to convince me o f her fiublime under­
ftanding ; which I fhould not have deemed quite fo extraordinary as you 
have reprefiented it, had fhe wanted relifh for that fort of reading : where­
fore, you need not fipend any more words with me, in extolling her beauty, 
virtue and good fenfe; for, upon the knowledge o f her tafte only, I pro­
nounce her to be the moft beautiful and dificreet lady in the univerfie : I 
wifh, however, that you had fent along with Amadis de Gaul, the worthy 
Don Rugel of Greece; for, J know your miftrefs Lucinda would have 
been greatly pleafed with Darayra and Garaya, together with the judici­
ous fiayings of the fhepherd Darinel, and thofie admirable verfes o f his 
eclogues, fiung and reprefiented by him with fuch grace, fpirit and dificretion ; 
but, the time will come when that omiffion may be redified; indeed the fault 
may be repaired as foon as you fhall pleafie to accompany me to the place 
of my habitation, where I can fiupply you with more than three hundred 
books, which are the feaft o f my foul, and entertainment o f my l i fe : 
though now I recoiled, not one of them remains in my pofteflion ; thanks 
to the malice o f wicked and envious enchanters. But, I hope you will 
be fo good as to forgive me for having contradicted my promife o f not 
interrupting your f tory; for, when the fiubjed turns upon chivalry or 
knights-errant, I can no more forbear interpofing, than the rays o f the

fun

j 5g The LIFE and ACHIEVEMENTS of Book III.







fun can ceafe to warm, or thofe o f the moon to w et: but, I afk pardon, 
pray proceed with your ftory; for, that is moft to the purpofe at prefent.”

While Don Quixote was talking in this manner, Cardenio hung his head, 
and fell into a profound reverie; and tho’ the knight repeated his requeft, 
would neither lift up his head, nor anfwer one word. A t length, after a 
long paufe, looking up, “  You cannot, faid he, beat it out o f my thoughts; 
nor is there any perfon upon earth, who can perfuade me to the contrary; 
and he muff be a blockhead, who imagines or believes otherwife, than that 
the villain matter Elifabat, carried on a criminal correfpondence with queen 
Madafima.” “  By heaven, ’tis falfe ! cried Don Quixote, with great indig­
nation and impetuofity, as ufual; that report is the effect o f malice, or ra­
ther meer wantonnefs. Queen Madafima was a moft royal dame, and it is 
not to be prefumed, that a princefs o f her rank would confer favours upon 
a meer quack dodtor. Whofoever thinks otherwife, lies like a very great 
fcoundrel; and I will prove him fuch, either on horfeback or afoot, armed 
or difarmed, by night or by day, as will moft luit his inclination.” Carde­
nio ftood all the while, looking attentively at him, and being, by this time, 
feized with the paroxyfm o f his madnefs, could not proceed with his fto ry ; 
neither, i f  he had proceeded, would Don Quixote have liftened to it, for 
he was offended at what he had heard to the prejudice *  o f queen Madafi­
ma, whofe reputation interefted him as much as i f  Ihe had been adftially his 
own miftrefs: fuch wonderful impreffion had thole profane books made on 
his imagination!

I fay then, Cardenio being by this time, under the influence of his di- 
ftratftion, and hearing himfelf called liar and fcoundrel, with other terms of 
reproach, could not relifh the joke; but, fnatching up a large pebble that 
lay near him, aimed it fo fuccefsfully at Don Quixote’s breaft, that he fell 
fairly on his back with the blow. Sancho Panza, feeing his matter treated 
in this manner, attacked the madman with his clenched fitt; but, the luna­
tic received him with fuch a blow, as knocked him down to the ground at 
once, and then getting upon him, mauled his carcafe to his heart’s con­
tent; while the goatherd, who attempted to defend him, met with the 
fame fate. Having thus mattered and pummelled them all round, he left 
off, and, with great compofure, retreated to the thickets from whence he 
came. Sancho then arofe, and enraged to find himfelf handled in this man­
ner, for nothing, ran to take vengeance on the goatherd, faying that 
he was to blame for the whole, becaufe he had not informed him, that the 
man had intervals o f madnefs; which had they known, they might have 
guarded againft them. The goatherd affirmed, that he had apprifed them

* Queen Madafima, a lady in Amadis de Gaul, attended by one Elifabat a furgeon, with whom ihe tra­
vels, and lies in woods and defarts.
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o f what might happen ; and if they had not heard him, it was no fault o f 
his. The fquire replied, the goatherd retorted, and, in conclufion, they 
went by the ears together, and pulled each other’s beards with iuch fury, 
that there would not have been a fmgle hair left on either chin, had not 
Don Quixote interpofed. Sancho grappling ftoutly with his adverfary, 
cried, “  Give me leave, Sir knight o f the rueful countenance; this is no 
armed knight, but a plebeian like myfelf, o f whom I can fecurely take fa- 
tisfaclion for the injury he has done me, by fighting with him hand to 
hand, like a man o f honour.” “ True, faid Don Quixote; but, the caufe 
o f what hath happened, cannot be juftly imputed to him.” Peace accord­
ingly enlued, and the knight alked the goatherd again, i f  there was a pof- 
fibility o f finding Cardenio; for, he was extremely defirous of hearing the 
conclufion of his ftory. The goatherd repeated what he had faid before, 
that he did not certainly know whereabouts he refided; but, i f  they fliould 
ifay long in thefe parts, they could not fail o f finding him either mad or 
fober.
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C H A P .  X I.

O f the ftrange adventures that happened to the valiant knight o f la Mancha, 
in the -Sierra Morena, where he did penance, in imitation o f Beltenebros.

D O N  Quixote having taken leave of the goatherd, and mounted Ro- 
zinante again, commanded Sancho to follow h im ; and the fquire 

beftriding his afs, obeyed with great reluctance: as they advanced at leifure, 
into the molt rocky parts o f the mountain, Sancho longed to death for an 
opportunity of talking, and waited impatiently till his matter fliould be­
gin, that he might not tranfgrefs his orders; but, being utterly unable to 
keep filence any longer, “  Sir Don Quixote, faid he, be pleafed to give 
me your blefiing, and grant me leave to return immediately to my wife and 
children, with whom I can talk and prattle my fill; for, in commanding 
me to travel with you, thro’ thefe defarts, night and day, without opening 
my lips when I am difpofed to fpeak, your worfhip buries me alive: i f  it 
were the will of heaven, that beafts fpoke as they did in the days o f Hyflop, 
I fliould be the lefs uneafy, becaufe I would converfe with my afs, at plea- 
fure; and that would be fome comfort to me in my misfortunes; but, it is 
a very hard cafe, and what I cannot bear with patience, to travel in fearch 
of adventures all my life, and find nought but ribroaftings, blankettings, 
robberies, and fiftycufFs; and after all, be obliged to few up our mouths, 
without daring to bring up what lies upon our ftomachs, more than if  we 
were dumb.”
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“  I underftand thee, Sancho, replied the knight; thou art impatient un­
til I take off the interdiction I have laid upon thy tongue: I take it off, 
then— fay what you pleafe, on condition, that this repeal fhall laft no longer 
than our flay in this mountain.” “  Be it fo, faid Sancho; to-day I will 
fpeak j to-morrow, God’s will be done: and the firft ufe I make o f this fafe 
conduCt, is to afk why your worfhip was in fuch a paflion, about that 
queen Magimafa, or how d’ye call her ? or o f what fignification was it to 
you, whether that fame Abat was her fweetheart or not ? Had your wor­
fhip overlooked that circumftance that you had no concern in, I firmly be­
lieve the madman would have gone on with his ftory, and you would have 
faved yourfelf the pebble-fhot, with more than half a dozen o f kicks and 
cuffs.”

“  In faith, Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote, i f  thou knoweft, as I do, what 
an honourable and princely lady that queen Madafima was, thou wouldeft 
fay, I had great patience in forbearing to demolifh the mouth from whence 
fuch blafphemy proceeded; for, fure ’tis no lefs to fay, or even think, that 
a queen lhould take a furgeon to her bed. The truth of the ftory is this, 
that matter Elifabat, whom the lunatic mentioned, was a man o f pru­
dence and difeernment, and ferved the queen in quality o f tutor and phyfi- 
c ian ; but, to fuppofe that there was any indecent familiarity between them, 
is a piece o f folly that deferves to be feverely chaftifed: and to convince thee 
that Cardenio knew not what he faid, thou mayeft remember he was de­
prived o f his fenfes, when he took notice of that circumftance.” “  This I ’ll 
venture to fay, replied the fquire, that the words o f a madman are not to 
be minded ; for, i f  fortune had not flood your worfhip’s friend, and di­
rected to your breaft the pebble that was aimed at your head, we fhould 
have been in a fine condition, for your having quarrelled about that lady, 
whom heaven confound: you may depend upon it, Cardenio would have 
been acquited on account of his madnefs.”

“  Every knightTerrant, faid Don Quixote, is obliged to quarrel with thofe 
who are out o f their fenfes, as well as thofe who are in them, if  they afperfe 
the honour o f women, whatfoever they might be. How much more then, in 
behalf o f princeffes o f fuch high quality and accomplifhments as adorned 
queen Madafima, for whom I have a particular affeCtion, on account o f her 
admirable qualifications ; for, over and above her beauty, the had a great fhare 
o f prudence and refignation in her calamities, which were manifold: and 
the advice and company o f matter Elifabat, were o f great fervice in encou­
raging her to bear her afflictions with patience and equanimity. From hence, 
the ignorant and malicious vulgar took occafion to fay, and fuppofe, that 
lhe admitted of his careffes: but, they lie— I fay again, all thofe who either 
fay or think fo, lie in their throats, and I will tell them fo two hundred
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times over.” “  As for my own part, faid Sancho, I neither fay nor think 
any fuchthing; thofe that do may dine upon it : if they were too familiar, 
by this time they have anfwered for it to God. I prune my own vine, 
and know nothing about thine. I never meddle with other people’s con­
cerns. He that buys and denies, his own purfe belies; as the faying is. 
Bare I was born, and bare I remain : and if  I lofe nothing, as little I gain. 
I f  he did lie with her that is no matter of mine. Many people hunt the 
hare without ever finding the fcu t; for, ’T ill you hedge in the fky, the 
{failings will fly. And evil tongues will not refrain from God himfelf.”

“  Good heaven ! cried Don Quixote, what fooleries art thou {fringing to­
gether, Sancho! pray, what relation have thefe old faws to the fubjcft o f 
our converfation ? I charge thee to hold thy peace, and henceforth entertain 
thyfelf with fpurring up thy afs, and leave off talking of things which do 
not concern thee: or, let thy whole five fenfes be convinced, that every 
thing I have done, am doing, or will do, is highly reafonable, and in ex- 
aft conformity with the lawrs o f chivalry, which I underftand better than 
any knight that ever profefled the order.” “  Yes, Sir, replied Sancho, to be 
fure it is an excellent law of chivalry, to ffroll about bewildered in thefe 
mountains, where there is neither high-road nor by-path, in fearch of a 
madman, who, after we have found him, will perhaps take it in his head 
to finifh what he left undone; not of his ffory, but o f your worfhip’s pate 
and my ribs, which he may chance to break in a thoufand fhivers.”

“  I fay again, Sancho, refumed the knight, hold thy peace; for, I would 
have thee know, that I am not detained in this place, fo much by the defire 
of finding the lunatic, as of performing in it, an exploit by which I fhall 
acquire everlaffing renowm throughout the w'hole known w orld; and put 
the ffamp of perfeftion upon the wonderful efforts of knight-errantry.” 
“  And will this exploit be attended with much danger ?” faid Sancho. “  No, 
anfwered he o f the rueful countenance, tho’ the dice may run fo as to pro­
duce bad inftead o f good fortune: but, the "whole will depend upon thy di­
ligence.” “  Upon my diligence!” cried the fquire. “  Without doubt, an­
fwered his m affer; for, i f  thou wilt return fpeedily, from the place to wdiich 
thou muff be lent, my afliiftion will foon be at an end, and my glory will 
fpeedily begin: and, that I may no longer keep thee in fufpence about the 
meaning of my words, know, Sancho, that the celebrated Amadis de Gaul 
was one of the molt perfeft knights-errant. One o f them, faid I ? he alone, 
was the only, Angle, chief and fuperior o f all his contemporaries. Con­
tempt and ihame upon Bellianis, and all thofe who fay he equalled him in 
any one particular; for, by this light, they are all egregioufly deceived! 
I  fay, moreover, when a painter defires to become famous in his art, he 
endeavours to imitate the originals painted by the molt noted artifts; and
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the fame maxim holds in every other fcience and exercife that adorns a com­
monwealth : therefore, he who wants to attain the virtues o f prudence and 
equanimity, muft endeavour to imitate the charafter of Ulyifes, in whofe 
perfon and fufferings Homer has drawn an excellent pifture of wifdom and 
patience, as Virgil, in the perfon of Asneas, reprefents the piety o f an af- 
feftionate fon, and the fagacity of a wife and valiant general: not, that 
they are defcribed and fet forth exaftly as they were, but, as they ought to 
have been; as examples o f virtue to pofterity. In the fame manner, Ama- 
dis Ihone like the north-flar, the lucifer and fun of all valiant and amorous 
knights; and therefore, muft be imitated, as a pattern, by all tbofe who 
ferve under the banners o f love and chivalry. Now, this being the cafe, 
friend Sancho, I find that the knight-errant who approaches the neareft to 
this great original, will bid faireft for attaining the perfeftion of chivalry: 
and one o f the circumftances in which that knight gave the higheft proofs 
of his worth, prudence, valour, patience, constancy and love, was his re­
tiring to the poor rock, when he was in difgrace with his miftrefs Oriana, 
there to do penance under the feigned name of *  Beltenebros; an appella­
tion certainly very fignificant and proper to the way of life he had volun­
tarily cholen. As it is therefore, more eafy for me to imitate him in this, 
than in cleaving giants, beheading ferpents, flaying dragons, overthrowing 
armies, fcattering navies, and diflblving enchantments; and as this folitude 
is fo well adapted to fuch defigns, I am relolved to feize occafion by the 
forelock, which fhe now fo complaifantly prefents.”

“  In reality, faid Sancho, what is your worfhip refolved to do in this 
remote place ?” “  Have I not already told thee, replied the knight, that I 
am determined to imitate Amadis, in acting the defperado, the lunatic 
and madman: to copy alfo after the valiant Don Roldan, when he difeo- 
vered, in a fountain, certain marks by which he was convinced that Ange­
lica the fair had committed uncleannefs with Medoro. A  piece of informa­
tion attended with fuch grief and anxiety, that he ran mad, tore up the 
trees by the roots, fullied the waters of the tranfparent fprings, flew lhep- 
herds, deftroyed flocks, fet fire to cottages, demoliflied houfes, dragged 
mares along the ground, and performed a thoufand other infolent feats 
worthy to be inferted in fame’s eternal record: and becaufe I do not pro- 
pofe to imitate Roldan, or Orlando or Rotolando, for he went by all thefe 
names, literally in all the extravagancies he thought, faid and did, I will 
copy his outlines as well as I can, in the mod eflential parts of his charac­
ter j nay, perhaps, I may content myfelf with the foie imitation o f Amadis, 
who, by his tears and fighs alone, acquired as much fame as the other, writh 
all the mifehief he did.” “  I f  I apprehend the matter aright, faid Sancho,

• *  The Beautiful obfeure.
Y  2

Chap. i i . DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . 169

the



the knights who played fuch mad pranks were provoked, and had fome 
reafon to a<5t thefe fooleries and penance: but, what caufe hath your wor- 
fhip to turn madman ? W ith what lady are you in dilgrace ? or by what 
figns are you given to underdand that the lady Dulcinea del Tobofo has 
been playing the rogue either with Moor or Chridian ?” “  This is the 
point, anfwered Don Quixote, and refinement o f my defign : a knight who 
turns madman, becaufe he cannot help it, can claim no merit from his 
misfortune; but, the great matter is, to run didradled without caufe, and 
give my lady reafon to conceive what I could do were I moidened, when I 
can do fo much, being dry. More efpecially, as I have fufficient caufe in 
the long abfence to which I am doomed by my ever-darling miftrefs Dulci­
nea del Tobofo i for, according to the words o f the fhepherd Matias Am - 
brofio, which thou mayed have heard,

In abfence of my charming fair,
I fuffer all thofe ills I fear.

Wherefore, friend Sancho, you need not throw away your time unprofi- 
tably, in advifing me to refrain from an imitation at once fo admirable, rare 
and happy: mad I am, and mad I fliall be until thou returned: with the 
anfwer of a letter which I propofe to fend by thee to my lady Dulcinea: 
and if  it be fuch as I am intitled to by my love and fidelity j my didradtion 
and penance will end: but, fhould it be otherwife, I fhall run mad in ear­
ned:, and confequently be infenfible o f my misfortune: wherefore, let her 
anfwer be as it may, it will extricate me from the doubts and affliction in 
which thou leaved m e ; becaufe, if  it be favourable, I lhall enjoy it in my 
right fenfes; and if  it be unfavourable, my frenzy will not feel it.

But, tell me, Sancho, had thou taken care o f Mambrino’s helmet, which 
I faw thee take up, after that ungrateful vagabond endeavoured in vain to 
break it in pieces: a circumdance that proves the excellency o f its temper ?” 
T o  this exclamation, Sancho replied, “  ’Fore G od! Sir knight of the rueful 
countenance, I cannot fuffer nor bear with patience, fome things which 
your worfhip fays; for, they make me imagine, that all you have mentioned 
about chivalry, and acquiring kingdoms and empires, and giving away 
iflands, with other favours and prefents, according to the practice o f 
knights-errant, is nothing but puffs o f falfhood, and the meer effedl o f 
piction or fi&ion, or what d’ ye call i t : for, who that hears your worfhip 
call a barber’s bafon the helmet of Mambrino, and fees you continue in that 
error fo many days, but will believe, that he who affirms luch nonfenfe, 
mud be very much crazed in his underdanding ? The bafon, which is all 
bruiled and battered, I have put up in my bag, in order to be mended at 
home, and ufed for the fervice o f my own beard, i f  ever, by the grace o f
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God, I come to fee my wife and family again.” “  Heark ye, Sancho, faid 
Don Quixote, by the fame oath you fwore, I fwear again, that thou haft 
the moft (lender underftanding that any fquire in this world does, or ever 
did pollefs ! is it poffible, that after all thy travelling in my company, thou 
art not convinced that every thing belonging to knights-errant, appears chi­
mera, folly and diftradtion, being metamorphofed into the reverfe o f what 
it is, by the power o f a tribe o f enchanters who attend us, changing, con­
verting and reftoring each particular, according to their pleafure; and the 
inclination they have, to favour or annoy u s : for which reafon, what feems 
a barber’s bafon to thee, I can eafily difcern to be the helmet o f Mambrino^ 
and perhaps to a third, it will affume a quite different appearance; and I 
cannot but admire the providence o f the fage who is my friend, in making 
that which is really and truly Mambrino’s helmet, appear a bafon to the reft 
o f mankind, becaufe it is of fuch ineftimable value, that if  it was known, the 
whole world would combine to ravilh it from m e; but, as it appears to 
them no more than a barber’s bafon, they never attempt to obtain it. This 
was plainly the cafe with the villain, who having endeavoured to break it 
in pieces, left it on the ground, when he went off j whereas, had he known 
what it was, in good faith, he would not have quitted it fo eafily. Keep it 
therefore with care, my friend, for, at prefent, there is no occafion for it j 
on the contrary, I (hall ftrip off all my armour, and remain naked as I was 
born, in cafe I be inclined to imitate the penance of Roldan, rather than 
that of Amadis.”

Converfing in this manner, they arrived at the foot o f a high mountain, 
that flood alone, as if  it had been cut out from the reft that lurrounded it. 
A  gentle rill murmured by the lkiits of it, winding along a meadow fo green 
and fertile, that it ravifhed the fpedlator’s eye j while a number of foreft- 
trees that grew around, together with fome delicious herbs and flowers, 
confpired to make the place enchanting. This was the fcene in which the 
knight of the rueful countenance chofe to do penance j and therefore he no 
fooner perceived it, than he began to exclaim aloud, as if  he had actually 
loft his fenfes; “  This is the fpot, ye heavens 1 which I chufe and appoint 
my refidence, while I bewail that misfortune to which you yourfelves have 
reduced me. This is the place, where the tears from thefe eyes, will in- 
creafe the waters of that little brook; and where my profound and unin­
terrupted fighs will inceffantly move the leaves of thefe mountain-oaks, in 
witnefs and teftimony of the pangs which my tormented heart endures. O 
ye rural deities, whofoever ye are, who take up your manfion in this un­
inhabited place, give ear to the complaints of an unhappy lover, whom a 
tedious ablence and imaginary doubts have brought to lament among thefe 
craggy hills, and bemoan the cruel difpofition of that ungrateful fail', who
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is the end and perfection o f all human beauty ! O ye nymphs and dryads, 
who are wont to inhabit the hilis and groves (fo may no nimble and lafci- 
vious fatyrs, by whom you are beloved, tho’ loved in vain, dilturb your 
i'weet repafe) help me to bewail my milhap j or at leaft difdain not to hear 
my moan ! O Dulcinea del Tobofo! Light o f my darknefs ! Glory of my 
affliction! North-liar o f my inclinations ! and planet o f my fortune ! as 
heaven fhall pour upon you the blefiings which you a lk ; confider the 
place and condition to which your abfence hath exiled me, and put fuch a 
period to my woe, as my fidelity fhall leem to deferve! O ye folitary trees, 
who henceforth are to bear me company in this retreat, convince me, by the 
gentle flirting of your boughs, that my prefence gives you no d ifgu ll: and 
thou, my fquire, the agreeable companion o f my good and evil fortune, faith­
fully retain in thy remembrance, what thou fhalt fee me do, that thou 
mayell recount and rehearfe every circumftance to the lovely caufe of all 
my diltra&ion!” So faying, he alighted, and taking off the bridle and 
faddle from Rozinante, gave him a flap on the buttocks, pronouncing thefe 
wrords: “  He who is a Have himfelf, bellows freedom upon thee, O lleed, 
as excellent in thy qualities as unlucky in thy fate! go wherefoever thou wilt -} 
thou bearclt engraven on thy forehead, that thou wall never equalled in 
fwiftnefs, either by Allolpho’s Hypogriff, or the renowned Frontino that 
eolt Bradamante fo dear.”

Sancho, hearing this apollrophe, “  M y blefling, cried he, be upon him, 
whofe indullry now faves us the trouble o f taking the halter from the head 
o f Dapple*, who, in good faith, fhould not want flaps on the buttocks, nor 
abundance of fine things faid in his praife : but, i f  he was here, I would not 
confent to his being turned loofe, there being no reafon for fo doing; for, he 
was never acquainted with love or defpair, no more than I who was his ma­
iler, while it pleafed God I Ihould be fo : and truly, Sir knight o f the rueful 
countenance, if  this departure of mine, and dillraClion o f your worlhip are 
really to take place, you had better faddle Rozinante again, to fupply the want 
o f Dapple; by which means a great deal o f time will be faved in my going 
and coming; whereas, i f  I make the journey on foot, I know not when it 
will be performed; for, in fhort, I am a very forry walker.” "  Be it fo, then, 
Sancho, anfw^ered Don Quixote. I approve o f thy propolal; and allure thee, 
that thou fhalt fet out in three days, during which I would have thee take 
notice o f what I fhall do for her fake, that you mayell be able to give her 
a full account of my behaviour.” “  W hat more can I  fee, faid Sancho, 
than I have feen already ?” “  What will very much embellifh your llory, 
anfwered the knight j as yet, I have not torn my cloaths, fcattered my ar­
mour, and dallied my head againll the rocks, nor performed many other

* Lo ! Sancho’j afs hath djfappeared again !
things
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things of this fort, which thou wilt behold with admiration.” “  For the 
love of God, Sir, cried Sancho, take care how you dafh your head againft 
the rocks; for, you may chance to meet with fuch an one as will at the 
firft pufh put the finifhing ftroke to this whole fcheme o f penance ; and 
I fliould think, that as knocks on the head are abfolutely neceffary to com­
plete the work, your worfhip might content yourfelf, feeing the whole 
affair is a fham, a counterfeit and a joke; I fay, your worfhip might con­
tent yourfelf with ramming your fkull againft water, or fome foft thing, 
like a cotton b a g ; and leave it to my care to tell my lady, that your 
worfhip went to logger-heads with the point of a rock, a thoufand times 
harder than adamant.” “  Friend Sancho, replied the knight, I am ob­
liged to thee, for thy kind intention; but, thou muft know, that what I 
do is not a fham, but a very ferious m atter; for, to behave otherwife 
'were to tranfgrefs the orders of chivalry, which forbid us to lie, under 
pain of being degraded ; and you know, that to fubftitute one thing in- 
ftead of another, is downright telling a lie : wherefore, my knocks on the 
head muft be real, hard and eftedtual, and not fophifticated or imaginary; 
and it will be neceffary to leave me fome lint for my wounds, fince, it 
was the will of fate that we fliould lofe the balfam.”

“  It was a much greater misfortune, faid the fquire, to lofe the afs, 
and with him the lint and a l l ; but I befeech your worfhip, not to talk 
o f that accurfed drench, the foie mention o f which not only turns my 
ftomach, but even my very fou l; and I beleech you moreover, to fuppofe 
we have paft thofe three days, which you have appointed for fhewing me 
your mad pranks; for, I take them all for granted, and will tell wonders 
o f them to my lady. W rite the letter, therefore, and difpatch me forth­
with; becaufe, I am impatient till I return and deliver your worfhip, from that 
purgatory in which I leave you.” “  Purgatory call you it, Sancho ? replied 
Don Quixote: it rather deferves the name of hell, or fomething worfe, if  worfe 
can be.” “  I have heard, faid the fquire, that from hell there is no re­
tention.” “  I know not, replied the knight, what you mean by retention;’ 
“  Retention, anfwered Sancho, fignifies, that whofoever goeth to hell, 
neither will nor can come back again. The contrary of which iliall hap­
pen to your worfhip, or my feet will mifgive me, provided I carry fpurs 
to quicken Rozinante: and let me once lace to face before my lady Dul- 
cinea, at Tobofo, I will tell her fuch ftories of the folly and madnefs, 
for they are both the fame thing, which your worfhip hath committed, 
and will then be committing, that though I lhould find her harder than 
a cork-tree, I will make her as pliant as a glove, and with her fweet and 
honeyed anfwer, return through the air, like a witch, and deliver your 
worfhip from this purgatory that appears like hell, though it be not really
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Book III.
fo, becaufe there are fome hopes o f getting out o f i t ; whereas thofe who are 
aflually in Kell can have no fuch expectation; and I dare fay, your wor- 
fhip will not advance any thing to the contrary.”

“  That is all very true, faid he o f the rueful countenance; but, how 
fhall we make fhift to write this letter ?” “  Ay, and the bill for the colts 
added Sancho. “  That fhall be inferted in the letter, anfwered his 
m allei'; and I think, as there is no paper to be had in this place, the bed 
thing we can do, will be to write, in the manner of the ancients, on the 
leaf o f a tree, or on waxen tables, though, I believe, thofe will be as diffi­
cult to be found as the paper. But, now, I remember what will do well 
and excellently well for our purpofe : I will write it in the pocket book 
which belonged to Cardenio, and thou (halt take care to have it fairly 
tranferibed in the firfl place where thou canfl find a fchool-maller or pa- 
rifh-clerk to copy it. But, by no means employ a ferivener, who may 
write it in fuch an unintelligible court-hand, that Satan himfelf could not 
underfland it.” “  But what is to be done about the figning o f it ?” faid 
Sancho. “  Love-letters are never figned,” replied Don Quixote. “  True, 
refumed the fquire, but all bills muft be fubferibed; and if  this o f yours, 
were to be copied, they would fay the fubfeription was counterfeit, and I 
might go whillle for my colts.” “  The bill fliall be fubferibed with my 
own hand, in the pocket-book, which my niece fhall no fooner fee, than 
file will comply with the order, without any further objedlion : and with 
regard to the letter, inflead of my fubfeription, thou fhalt caufe to be in­
ferted, “  Yours, till death, the knight of the rueful countenance.” And 
though it be wiitten by another hand, it is of fmall importance, becaufe, 
now, I remember, Dulcinea can neither read nor write, nor ever fet eyes 
on any writing or letter of mine; for, our mutual love has been altogether 
platonic, without extending farther than a modefl glance ; and even that 
fo feldom, that I can fafely fwear, in twelve years, during which I have 
loved her more than the light of thefe eyes, which will one day be clofed 
in dull, I have not feen her more than four times, and even in thefe four 
times, perhaps^ fhe has not perceived me looking at her more than once. 
Such is the reflraint and referve, in which her father Lorenzo Corchuelo, 
and her mother Aldonza Nogales, have brought her u p !”

“  Ah, h a ! cried Sancho, is the daughter o f Lorenzo Corchuelo, whofe 
other name is Aldonza Lorenzo, the fame with the lady Dulcinea?” “  Yes, 
anfwered the knight, and Ihe deferves to be lady o f the whole univerfe.” 
“  I know her perfectly well, faid Sancho; and this will venture to fay, in 
her behalf, that fhe will pitch the bar, as well as e’er a lufly young fellow 
in the village. Blefs the fender ! fhe is a flrapper, tall and hale wind and 
limb, and can lift out of the mire any fquire or knight-errant, who fliall

choofe

16S The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of



choofe her for his fvveet-heart. Ah ! the whore’s-chick ! what a pair o f 
lungs and voice file has g o t! I heard her one day, hollow from the belfrey 
to fome young fellows of her acquaintance, who were at work in a corn­
field o f her father’s ; and, though it was at the diflance o f half a league, 
they heard her as plain as if  they had been right under the fleeple j and 
what is better Drill, file is not at all coy, but behaves herfelf c ivilly ; and 
jokes, and romps, and plays the rogue with any body. Now, fir knight 
o f the rueful countenance, I fay that your worfhip not only has caufe to 
run mad for her, but even to defpair and hang yourfelf; and I am fure 
nobody that heard it, but would fay you had done extremely w ell; even 
though the devil fhould run away with yo u : and truly, I wifh I were now 
upon my way, meerly to fee her ; for, I have not beheld her thefe many 
days ; and, furely, fhe mult be greatly altered ; for, the fun and weather- 
does very much damage to the face of a woman, who is always at work 
in the field. T o  tell you the truth, fir Don Quixote, I have hitherto 
lived in great ignorance with refpe£l to my lady Dulcinea, whom I verily 
believed to be fome princefs, that your worfhip was in love with ; or a 
perfon o f fuch rank as to deferve the rich prefents you fent to her; name­
ly, the Bifcayan and galley-flaves, with many others whom you conquered 
in the courfe o f your numberlefs victories, both before and fince I have 
been your fquire. But, when one confiders the affair, what benefits can 
my lady Aldonza Lorenzo— I mean, my lady Dulcinea del Tobofo, reap 
from your worfhip’s fending, or having fent thofe, whom you overcome 
in battle, to fall upon their knees before her ? efpecially, as they might 
chance to come, at a time, when fhe is bufy, carding flax or threlhing 
corn ; in which cafe, they would be afhamed to fee her, and fhe laugh or 
be out o f humour at their arrival.” “  I have frequently obferved, before 
now, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, that thou art an everlafling babler, and, 
though of a fhallow understanding, thy bluntnefs borders often on feve- 
r ity ; but, to convince thee of thy own ignorance and my discretion, thou 
lhalt give ear to a fhort flory which I will relate.

Know then, that once upon a time, a certain handfome widow, young, 
free, wealthy, and, above all, good-humoured, fell in love with a thick, 
fquat, brawny lay-brother, belonging to a neighbouring convent; the fu- 
perior o f which being informed of the affair, faid to the widow, one 
day, by way of brotherly reproof, “  I am amazed, madam, and not with­
out caufe, that a lady of your rank, beauty and fortune,. fhould bellow 
your affection upon fuch a low, fun pie, clownifli fellow ; when there are 
fo many mailers, graduates, and divines in the convent, among whom 
your ladyfhip may choofe, as one picks pears, faying, This I like, that 
I loath. The lady anfwerecl, with great freedom and vivacity, “ <Signor,

Vox. I. Z you
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you are very much deceived, and very old-falhioned in your opinion, if 
you think I have made a bad choice in that fellow, who feems fo fimple: 
for, in that particular which I admire, he is as much of a philofopher, 
nay, more than Arirtotle himfelf. In like manner, Sancho, Dulcinea del 
Tobofo is as proper for my occafions as the higheft princcfs upon earth.
All the poets, who have celebrated ladies, under names which they in­
vented at pleafure, had not really luch miftreiies as they deferibe. Doll 
thob imagine, that all the Amaryllifes, Silvias, Phillifes, Dianas, Galateas, 
Alidas, and other names fo often met with, in romances, poems, barbers 
{hops, and on the ftage, actually belonged to ladies of ftclh and blood, 
who were adored by thole who fnig, and have fung their prailes ? No 
furely ; but, on the contrary, are, for the molt part, feigned and adopted 
as the fubje&s of vei fe, that the poets may be thought men of amorous 
and gallant difpofitions. Wherefore, let it iutficc, that I imagine nnd be­
lieve the worthy Aldonza Lorenzo, to be beautiful and mod e ft: and, as 
to her pedigree, it is a matter of ftnall importance; there is no neceflity 
for taking informations on that head, as if ihe were to be inverted with 
fomc order of knighthood, and I take it for granted, that (lie is the no- 
bleft pj incefs in the univerfe j for, thou mult know, Sancho, if it be a 
thing of which thou ait ignorant, that the two qualities, which above all 
others, infpirt love, are beaut)' and reputation: and thefe two is Dulcinea 
in confummate polfelfion of j for, in beauty, Ihe excels all women, and 
is equalled by very few', in j>oint of reputation. And, to conclude, I ima­
gine that all 1 have faid is true without exaggeration or diminution. I 
paint her in my fancy, according to my wilh, as well in beauty as in 
rank; unexcelled by Helen, unrivalled by Lucietia, or any other heroine 
of ages part, whether Grecian, Roman or Barbarian > and let people fay 
what they will, if I am blamed by the ignorant, I fhall be acquitted by 
the moll rigid of thofe who are proper judges of the cafe.” “ I fay, an- 
fwered Sancho, that your worlliip is very much in the right, and I am 
no better than an afs: but 1 know not why 1 Ihoukl mention the word - 
a fs ; for, one ought not to talk of halters in the houfe of a man who was 
hanged. But give me the letter, and farewel ’till 1 return.”

Don Quixote pulled out the memorandum-book, and, ftepping afide, 
with great compolure, began to write the letter, which when he had finilh- 
ed, he called to Sancho, laying, he wanted to read it to him, that he 
miglit retain it in his memory, in cafe he Ihould lofe it by the way > for, 
•every thing was to be feared from his evil fortune. “ Your worfhip, an­
swered Sancho, may write it down, two or three times in the book, and.
1 will take fpecial care to convey it fafely} but, it is folly to fuppofe, that 
i  out retain k  inm y memory, which is fo had, that I have many a time

forgot
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forgot my own nam e; but, notwithftanding, pray, Sir, read it to m e; I 
ihall be hugely rejoiced to hear i t ; for, it muft certainly be curioufly 
penned.”  “  Liften then, and I will read it,” faid Don Quixote, who be­
gan as follows.

Don Quixote’s letter to Dulcinea del Tobofo.

Sovereign and fublime princefs,

HE  who is wounded by the edge o f abfence, and whofe heart is fluck 
full o f the darts of affiiifion, moft divine Dulcinea del Tobofo! 

willies thee that health which he is not doomed to enjoy. I f  I am fcorn- 
ed by thy beauty, if  thy virtue affords me no relief, i f  thy difdain com­
pletes my misfortune; albeit, I am inured to fuffering, I can ill fupport 
the mifery I bear, which hath not only been excelfive, but alfo of long 
duration. M y trufty fquire Sancho will give thee an ample relation, Q 
ungrateful beauty and lovely foe ! of the fituation in which I remain on 
thy account: i f  it be thy will to fuccour me, I am thy Have j i f  not, ufe 
thy pleafure; for, the end o f my life will fatisfy thy cruelty and my de­
fire. Thine till death,

The Knight o f the rueful countenance.

“  By my father’s fo u l! cried Sancho, this is the highell thing I ever 
heard. Odds-niggers ! how your worlhip writes whatfoever you pleafe, 
and how curioufly you conclude, ‘ The knight o f the rueful countenance.’ 
I verily believe your worlhip is the devil himlelf, and knows every thing.” 
“  A ll that knowledge, replied the knight, is neceflary for the employment 
I profefs.” “  Why then, faid the fquire, be fo good as to write on the 
other leaf, the order for the three colts, and be fure to fublcribe diflinftly, 
that when it is prefented, your hand-writing may be known.” “  W ith 
all my heart,” faid Don Quixote, who, having written the order, read it 
aloud in thefe terms.

Dear Niece,

PL E A S E  deliver to Sancho Panza, my fquire, or order, at light of 
this my firfl: bill of colts, three of the five, which 1 left at home 

in your cuftody : which three colts I order you to pay, in return for the 
like number received of him : and this bill, together with his receipt, 
Ihall be a fuificient acquittance to you.

Given in the heart o f the brown mountain, the twentieth and fecond 
of Auguft, this prefent year.

Chap. if.  DON (QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . i j i

Z 2 Sancho



j72 The L IF E  and A C H I E V E M E N T S  of Book III.i  ■ • •' * v * 1 ‘
Sancho liked the form, and defired his matter to fign it. “  There is no 

occafion for my figning it, faid Don Quixote, with any thing but my cy­
pher, which is fufficient not only for three, but three hundred affes.” “  As 
to that, I will take your worfhip’s word ; and now give me leave to go 
and faddle Rozinante, which when I have done, and received your bleff- 
ing, I intend forthwith to depart, without ftaying to fee you play any 
foolifh tricks, though I will affirm, I have beheld you perform many more 
than I wifhed to fee.” “  At leaft, Sancho, faid the knight, I would have 
thee, becaufe there is a neceffity for it, ttay and fee me ftript, and per­
form a dozen or two of mad pranks, which I can eafily finilh in half an 
h o u r; for, when thine eyes fhall have been witnefles o f fome things I will 
a£t, thou mayft fafely fwear to what additions thou fhalt make in thy re­
port ; and I allure thee, thou wilt not relate the half o f what I intend to 
atchieve.” “  For the love o f God ! dear Sir, cried Sancho, let me not fee 
your worlhip naked : for, it will give me fo much uneafinefs, that I fhall 
not be able to refrain from weeping; and, my head aches already, with 
the forrow I felt latt night, about D apple; fo, that I cannot bear to be fet 
a mourning again : wherefore, if  it be your worfhip’s pleafure, that I 
fhould fee fome of your mad actions, pray difpatch them in your cloathsj 
and let them be fuch as will ftand you in moll ttead : for my own part, I 
think there is no occafion for any fuch th in g ; and if you difpenfe with 
them, it will fave time, and fend me back the fooner with fuch news as your 
worfhip defires and deferves. For, i f  my lady Dulcinea is not prepared to 
fend a reafonable anfwer, I folemnly proteft, I will extradl a favourable 
reply out o f her maw, by kicking and cuffing. W h a t! is it to be born that 
fuch a renowned knight-errant as your worfhip, fhould run mad with­
out why or wherefore, on account of a — I would not have her ladyfhip 
compel me to fpeak, or, egad, I fhall blab things by the dozen,, even tho’ 
they fhould fpoil the market. I am a rare fellow at that fport. I find 
fhe knows little of my temper, otherwife, i ’faith ! fhe would take care to 
give me no offence.” “  In good faith! Sancho, faid Don Quixote, thou 
feemeft to be as mad as myfelf.” “  Not quite fo mad, replied the fquire, 
but a little more choleric; but, enough of that. W hat eatables has 
your worfhip got to live upon till my return ? will you go to the high-road, 
and rob the fhepherds, like Cardenio ?” “  Let not that give thee any
concern, anfwered the knight j though I had ftore o f provifions by me, I 
fhould eat nothing but the herbs and fruits which this meadow and thefe 
trees afford : the perfection o f my defign confifting in abftaining from 
food, and in encountering other hardfhips.” “  Your worfhip mutt know, 
faid Sancho, that I am afraid I fhall not find my way back again, to this 
concealed and unfrequented place, in which I leave your worfhip.” “  Take

good



good notice o f the marks, anfwered the knight, and I Ihall endeavour to 
remain always near this very fp o t: nay, I will take care to afcend the 
higheft rocks hereabouts, that I may have a chance o f defcrying thee afar 
off', in thy return. But, the belf fcheme for preventing thy being bewil­
dered, will be, to cut down fome o f the furze that grows here in great 
plenty, and drop bunches o f it, at fmall dilfances on the way, until thou 
ihalt reach the flat country : and they will ferve as land marks to guide 
thee hither in thy return, like the clue o f Thefeus, in the labyrinth o f 
Crete.”

“  I will take your advice, faid Sanchoj” who accordingly cutting a large 
bundle, begged his mailer’s blefling, and took his leave, not without many 
tears on both fides. Then mounting Rozinante, whom Don Quixote 
llrongly recommended to his care, commanding him to pay as much re­
gard to the Heed as he would Blew for his own perfon; he fet out for 
the plain, fcattering, by the way, the furze he had cut, according to the 
diredlion of his mailer. In this manner, then, did he begin his journey, 
notwithllanding the inceflant importunities o f Don Quixote, who follicited 
him to Bay and fee fome o f his extravagancies : but, he had not travelled 
above an hundred yards, when he returned, faying, “  I confefs your wor- 
Ihip was in the right, when you obferved, that, in order to my fwrearing 
with a fafe confcience that I have feen you perform mad pranks, it w^ould 
be necelfary for you to play fome in my prefence ; although, in my opi­
nion, I have feen a pretty good fample already in your Haying here by 
yourfelf.” “  Did not I tell thee fo, Sancho ? faid Don Quixote : wait a 
little, and I will finilh them in a twinkling.” So faying, he llript off his 
breeches in a great hurry, leaving his polleriors covered by the tail o f his 
fhirt alone, and without further ceremony, cut a couple o f capers, and a 
like number o f tumbles, with his head down and his heels up, difclofing 
particulars, which Blocked the modelty of Sancho fo much, that, in order 
to avoid the fight of them, a fecond time, he turned Rozinante, fully fa- 
tisfied and pleafed, that he might now honeBly fwear he had left his 
mailer diltradted. We will, therefore, let him purfue his journey, till 
his return, which was more l'peedy than could be expected*
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C H A P .  X II.

A  continuation o f the refinements in love, pra&ifed by Don Quixote, in
the brown mountain.

BU T , to return to the account o f what the knight o f the rueful coun­
tenance executed when he found himfelf alone : the hiftory relates, 

that, having performed the capers and the tumbles, naked, from the waift 
downward, and perceived that Sancho was gone, without waiting to fee 
more o f his extravagancies, he climbed to the top of a high rock, and 
there revolved what he had often reflefred upon, without coming to any 
condufion ; namely, whether it was better and more for his purpofe, to 
imitate Orlando in his outrageous, or Amadis in his melancholy madnefs.
** It is not to be wondred at, faid he within himfelf, i f  Orlando was fuch a 
(tout and valiant knight as he is represented ; for, he was actually enchant­
ed, and invulnerable by every weapon but the point o f a pin, thruft into his 
foot, upon which, he always wore a fhoe with feven foies o f iron : though 
that precaution did not avail him, againft Bernardo del Carpio, who be­
ing informed o f the contrivance, ftrangled him in his arms at the battle 
o f Roncevalles : but, the circumftance o f his valour apart, let us confider 
that o f his lofmg his fenfes, which actually happened, when he found the 
tokens in the fountain, and received the information o f the fhepherd, by 
which he learned that Angelica had llept more than two afternoons with 
Medoro, the little Moor, with curled locks, who was Agramante’s page; 
and truly, if  he was convinced in his own mind, that his miftrefs had 
milbehaved in that manner, it was no great feat to run mad upon the 
difcovery. But, why fhould I imitate him in his madnefs, when the oc- 
cafion is not fim ilar; for, my Dulcinea del Tobofo, I dare fwear, never 
in all the days o f her life, beheld one Moor in his own likenefs; and is 
this day, as much a virgin as the mother that bore h e r ; I fhould there­
fore, do her a manifeft injury, in imagining otherwife, and adopting that 
kind of madnefs which poflelfed Orlando Furiofo. On the other hand, 
I am fenfible that Amadis de Gaul, without lofing his fenfes, or a&ing 
the madman, acquired as much, or more, fame than he, in the chara&er 
o f a lover; for, according to the hiftory, all that he did, when he found 
himfelf in difgrace with his miftrefs Oriana, who banifhed him from her 
prefence during pleafure, was to retire, in company o f a hermit, to the 
poor rock, where he contented himfelf with bemoaning his misfortune, 
until heaven fent him fuccour, in the midft of his great necellity and af- 
flibtion. I f  this circumftance, therefore, be true, as I know it is, why 
fhould I now take the trouble o f ftripping myfelf naked, or give umbrage

to



to thefe trees, which have done me no harm ! or what reafon have I to 
defile the pure ftream o f thefe rivulets, which, when I want it, will yield 
me pleafant drink ! Flourifh then the memory o f Amadis ! and let him be 
imitated as much as poffible, by Don Quixote de la Mancha, o f whom 
may be faid, that which is *  recorded o f another j * I f  he did not atchieve 
great things, at leaft, he died in attempting them.’ And, though I am not 
banilhed nor difdained by my Dulcinea, let it fuffice, as I have already 
faid, that I am abfent from her. Come then, let us begin : recur to my 
remembrance, ye feats o f Amadis, and initiate me in the imitation of your 
fam e: I know his chief exerdfe was prayer, and in that too, will I follow 
his example.” So faying, he compofed a rofary o f the large galls o f a cork­
tree, which he ftrung together, inftead o f beads; but, he found an un- 
furmomitable difficulty, in the want o f an hermit to confefs and confole 
iiim : wherefore, he entertained himfelf in ftrodling about the meadow, 
writing and engraving verfes on the barks of trees, and the fmooth fand: 
all o f them on the fubjedt o f his own melancholy, or in praife o f his 
miftrefs Dulcinea : but, after he was found in this place, none, except the 
following, remained intelligible and entire.

I.

Y E  trees and herbs, fo green and tall,
That ffiade this meadow, and adorn,

I f  you rejoice not at my thrall,
Give ear unto a wretch forlorn;

Nor, let my grief, though loud invade 
Your peace; but, by Don Quixote, be a 

Self-offer’d tax o f forrow, paid 
In abfence o f his Dulcinea

del Tobofo.
II.

Thefe are the rocks, to which he’s driven 
By her who feems not much to care for 

The trueft lover under heaven :
And yet he knows not why nor wherefore..

By love tofs’d like a tennis-ball,
A  calk o f tears, will not defray a 

Whole day’s expence of grief and gall,
In abfence of his Dulcinea

del Tobofo.
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III.

Among thefe craggy rocks and brambles,
He hangs, alas ! on forrow’s tenters;

Or curfes, as alone he rambles,
The cruel caufe o f his mifventures.

Unpitying love, about his ears,
W ith fcourge fevere began to play a

Mod: dreadful game that made his tears 
Flow for his abfent Dulcinea

del Tobofo.

Thefe verfes, with the addition of del Tobofo, to the name of Dulci­
nea, afforded infinite diverfion to thofe who found them : for, they con­
cluded Don Quixote had imagined, that, i f  he named her without this 
title, the flanza could not pofiibly be underftoodj and this was really the 
cafe, as he afterwards owned. Many other ditties did he compofe ; but, 
as we have already obferved, none but thefe three ffanzas could be decy- 
phered and read. In this amufement, in fighing, invoking the fawns and 
filvans of thofe woods, the nymphs of the brooks, with the damp and_ 
doleful echo to hear, confole and refound his complaints j and, in culling 
plants to fuflain nature, he employed himfelf till the return o f Sancho, 
who, had he flayed three weeks, inflead of three days, the knight o f the 
rueful countenance would have been fo emaciated and disfigured, that he 
could not have been known by the mother who bore him.

However, it will not be amifs to leave him, engroffed by his fighs and 
poetry; in order to recount what happened to Sancho Panza, in the exe­
cution of his embaffy. Having reached the highway, this trufty melfen- 
ger took the road to Tobofo, and next day arrived at the very inn 
where he had met with the difgraceful adventure o f the blanketting. 
He no fooner perceived the unlucky houfe, than lie fancied himfelf cutting 
capers in the air again ; and was very loath to enter, although it was then 
dinner-time, and he was very much inlligated by the defire of tailing 
fomething hot, as he had lived for a great many days paft on cold vic­
tuals only. This inclination compelled him to ride clofe up to the inn, 
where, while he was fitting in lufpence, and hefitating whether or not he 
fhould enter, two perfons happened to come to the door, and knowing 
him immediately, the one faid to the other, “  Pray, M r. licentiate, is not 
that man on horfeback, our neighbour Sancho Panza, who, as the houfe- 
keeper told us, went out with our adventurer, in quality of fquire ?” “  The 
very fame, anfwered the licentiate, and that is the individual horfe o f our 
friend Don Quixote.” And no wonder they fhould know him fo eafily ;

for,
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for, they were no other than the curate and barber o f the knight'd town, 
by whom the fcrutiny and trial o f his books were held. Having therefore, 
recognized Sancho Panza and Rozinante, and being impatient to hear news of 
Don Quixote, they ran up to the fquire, and the curate called him by name, 
faying, “  Friend Sancho, where is your matter ?” Sancho, who recollected 
them alfo, refolved to conceal the place and condition in which he had left 
his matter; and therefore, anfwered, that the knight was in a certain place, 
employed about a certain affair o f the utmoft importance, which he durtt not 
dilclofe to ears o f fletli and blood.” “  That pretence will not do, Sancho, laid 
the barber; i f  you refufe to tell where he is, we tliall imagine, as indeed we do, 
that you have robbed and murdered him, and taken poffeffion of his horfe; 
fo, that in good footh, you mutt either produce him, or in this very fpot, 
we will— ” “  You have no occafion, cried Sancho interrupting him, to 
threaten people in this manner j I am not the man to rob or murder any 
perfon : every man mutt fall by his own fortune, or by the will o f God that 
created him : my matter is found and fafe, doing penance in the midtt of 
that mountain, to his heart’s content.” He then, without paufing, in a 
breath, informed him of the condition in which he left him, recounted all 
the adventures which had happened to him, and told them o f the letter he 
was carrying to my lady Dulcinea del Tobofo, who was no other than Lo­
renzo Corchuelo’s daughter, with whom his mafter was up to the ears in love.

They were aftonilhed at what the fquire related, and tho’ well acquainted 
with the particular fpecies o f Don Quixote’s madnefs, this inftance afforded 
frelh admiration: they defired Sancho to fhew them the letter for the lady 
Dulcinea del Tobofo; and he told them it was only a rough draught, writ­
ten on the leaf of a pocket-book ; and that his mafter had ordered him to 
get it tranfcribed on a fheet o f paper, with the firft convenient opportunity. 
The curate promifed to tranfcribe it in a fair legible hand, and again defiring a 
fight o f it, Sancho put his hand in his bofom, in learch o f the book, which, 
however, he could not find; and indeed, had he fumbled till this time, it 
would have been to no purpofe: for, he had left it with Don Quixote, who 
had forgot to give, as he, to ask it o f him, before he fet out. Sancho mif­
fing his charge, grew pale as death, and fearching again his whole body 
with great eagernefs, could find nothing upon which, without more ado, 
he laid hold of his beard with both hands, and plucked one half o f it from his 
ch in ; then, with valt dilpatch and precipitation, belaboured his face and nofe 
in fucli a manner, as left the whole covered with blood. The curate and 
barber feeing him make fo free with his own perfon, alked what had hap­
pened to him, that made him handle himfelf fo roughly ? “  W hat has hap­
pened to me ? cried the fquire. I have loft and let Hip thro’ my fingers, in 
an inftant, three als colts, each of which was as tall as a tower.” “  By what

V ol. I. A  a means r”
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Book III.
means ?” refumed the barber. “  I have loft, anfwered Sancho, the pocket- 
book, in which was written the letter for Dulcinea, together with an order 
figned by my mailer's own hand, defiring his niece to deliver to me, three colts 
out of four or five which he has at home.” At the fame time, he told them 
how he had loft Dapple. The curate comforted him, by faying, that when 
he returned, his mailer would renew the order, and give him a bill upon 
paper, as the cuftom is, for, thole written in pocket-books are never ac­
cepted or paid.

W ith this affurance, Sancho confoled himfelf, obferving, fince that was 
the cafe, he fhould not give himfelf much uneafinefs about the lofs o f the 
letter, which, as he retained it by heart, he could caufe to be tranferibed 
where and when he pleafed. The barber defired him to repeat it, telling 
him they would tranferibe i t ; upon which, Sancho began to fcratch his 
head, in order to recolledt it, {landing fometimes on one foot, fometimes 
on the other. One while, he fixed his eyes upon the ground, then lifted 
them up to heaven; at laft, after a moll tedious paufe, during which he 
gnawed off the half of one o f his nails, and kept his hearers in the moft 
impatient fulpencej “  'Fore God! Mr. Licentiate, faid he, I believe the 
devil has run away with every word that I remembered o f this letter: tho’ 
I am pofitive it began with ‘ fubterrene and fublime princefs!’ “  It could 
not be fubterrene, faid the barber, but fuperterrene or fovereign.” “  You 
are in the right, refumed Sancho: then, if  my memory does not fail 
me, it went on with * the fmitten, the fleeplefs and the fore, kiffes your 
hands, moft ungrateful and unregarded b e a u t y a n d  fomething or other 
o f health and diftemper which he wilhed h er; running on at this rate, till 
he concluded with, Yours, till death, the knight o f the rueful counte­
nance.”

The hearers were not a little diverted with this fpecimen o f Sancho’s me­
mory, which they applauded veiy m uch; defil ing him to repeat the letter 
again, twice over, that they might retain it, until they could have an op­
portunity o f tranferibing it. He accordingly renewed his efforts, and was 
guilty of as many blunders as before : he like wife gave them an account of 
every thing which had befallen his mailer j but mentioned not a fyllable of 
the blankctting that had happened to himfelf, in that very inn which he re- 
fufed to enter: nay, he gave them to underftand, that his mafter, as foon 
as he could bring him a favourable difpatch from my lady Dulcinea del T o- 
bofo, would put himfelf in the way o f becoming an emperor or monarch at 
leaft, according to the plan fettled between them. This he reprefented as a 
very eafy matter j confidering the valour o f his perfon, and llrength o f his 
arm : and told them, that this defign would be no fooner accomplilhed, than 
the knight would bellow upon him in marriage, (for by that time, he muft

o f
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of neceffity be a widower) one o f the maids o f honour to the emprefs; a 
fine young lady, and heirefs of a vaft and wealthy eftate upon the main 
land, without any oilands or iflands, which he did not much care for.

Sancho uttered this piece o f wrong-headed information with fuch com- 
pofure, wiping his nofe from time to time, that his townfmen could not 
help admiring anew the madnefs o f Don Quixote, which, like a whirlpool, 
had fucked in and fwept along with it, the underftanding o f this poor 
fimpleton. They did not chule to fatigue themfelves with endeavours to 
convince him o f his error, but, as they believed it was not prejudicial to 
his confcience, refolved, for their amufement, to encourage him in his 
tolly: with this view, they advifed him to pray to God, for long life and 
health to his matter j and obferved, that it was a thing both likely and fea- 
fible, that he fhould, in procefs o f time, become an emperor, at leaft, an 
archbifhop, or attain fome ftation o f equal dignity. T o  this encourage­
ment, Sancho replied, “  Gentlemen, i f  fortune fhould bring matters about, 
fo as that my mailer fhould incline to be an archbiihop rather than an em­
peror, I fhould be glad to know what archbifhops-errant beftow upon their 
lquires.” The curate told him, that they commonly gave them fome fimple 
benefice, curacy, or the office of facriftan, witli a good yearly income, be- 
fides the fees o f the altar, which are ufnally reckoned at as much more. 
“  In order to fill an employment of that kind, anfwe.ed Sancho, the fquire 
muft be unmarried, and at lead; capable o f affifting at mafs j and i f  that be 
the cale, what will become o f me, who have not only the misfortune to be 
married, but am alfo ignorant o f the firft letter o f the A , B, C ; fhould my 
mafter take it in his head to be an archbifhop, rather than an emperor, ac­
cording to the cuftom of knights-errant ?” “  Don’t make yourfelf uneafy 
about that matter, friend Sancho, faid the barber; for, we will intreat and 
advife your mafter, nay, even make it an affair of confcience, for him to 
become an emperor rather than an archbifhop, as a ftation more fuited to 
his difpofition, which is more warlike than ftudious.” “  I was of the fame 
opinion, relumed Sancho, but, now, I ’ll venture to fay, he has a capacity 
for every th ing: and what I intend to do, is to befeech him to chule that 
ftation which will be rnoft for his own honour and my advantage.” “  You 
ipeak like a fenfible man, faid the curate; and in fo doing, will act the part 
of a good chriftian: but, our prefent bufincfs is to think on fome means 
o f putting an end to this ulelefs penance your mafter has impofed upon 
himfelf; and in the mean time, go into dinner.” Sancho defiled them to 
enter, faying he would wait for them at the door, and afterwards tell them 
why he did not go in, and wherefore it was not proper for him fo to d o : 
but, begged they would be fo good as to bring out fomething hot for him- 
felf, and fome barley for Rozinante. They accordingly went in, and in a
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little time, the barber brought him out, a mefs o f hot viduals. After they 
had both maturely deliberated about the means o f accomplifhing their de- 
fign, the curate fell upon a fcheme, extremely well adapted to the tafte o f 
the knight, as well as to their purpofe. He propofed to cloath himfelf in 
the drefs o f a lady-errant, and that the barber fhould difguife himfelf 
as well as he could, in the likenefs o f a fquire j which being done, they 
fhould go to the place where Don Quixote was, and the prieft, on pretence 
of being a damfel in diftrefs, fhould beg a boon, which he, as a valiant 
knight-errant, could not help granting: this boon fhould be a^requeft, that 
he would accompany her to a certain place whither fhe would condu6thim, 
there to redrefs an injury fhe had received from a difeourteous knight; 
and the boon fhould be attended with a humble Application, that he would 
not defire her to take off her mafk, nor alk any queftion about her affairs, 
until he fhould have done her juftice upon her adverfary. And as he firmly 
believed that Don Quixote would comply with any requeft made in that 
ftile, he hoped by thefe means, to withdraw him from the mountain, and 
conduft him to his own habitation, where they would endeavour to find 
fome remedy for his ftrange diforder.

i8o The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book III.

C H A P .  X III.

How the curate and barber fet out on the execution o f their p lan ; with 
other events worthy to be recorded in this fublime hiflory.

T H I S  fcheme of the curate was fo well relifhed by the barber, that 
they began to put it in execution immediately; by borrowing of the 

landlady a petticoat and tucker,, for which the prieft left a new calfock in 
pawn : while the barber made an artificial beard o f the tail of a pyed ox, in 
which the innkeeper ufed to flick his comb. When the hoftefs aiked what 
occafion they had for thefe things, the curate gave her a brief account o f 
Don Quixote’s madnefs, and explained the ufe to which they intended to put 
the difguife, in order to difengage’him from the mountain where he then was. 
The innkeeper and his wife immediately difeovered that this lunatic was 
no other than their quondam gueft, who was author o f the balfam, and 
mafter of the blanketted fquire j and recounted to the curate, every thing 
that had happened, not even forgetting the circumftance which Sancho was 
at fuch pains to conceal. In fhort, the landlady drefled up the curate in a 
moft curious manner: fhe put upon him a cloth petticoat flounced and 
turbelowed, with a broad border of black velvet; and a clofe jerkin o f green 
velvet, garnilhed with robings o f white fattin, which feeraed to have been

made



made in the reign o f king Bamba * : he would not fuffer himfelf to be 
coifed, but covered his head with a quilted linnen night-cap, which he al­
ways carried about with him ; and bound his forehead with a gai ter of black 
taffety, making a fort o f a mafk with the other, which effectually concealed 
his countenance and beard. Overall, he flapped his beaver, which was fo 
broad, that it might have ferved for an umbrella ; and wrapping himfelf up 
in his cloak, mounted his mule, fitting Tideways like a wom an: while the 
barber beflrid his own beaft, with his beard flowing down to his girdle, o f 
a white and red colour, being made, as we before obferved, o f a pyed ox’s 
tail.

Thus equipped, they took leave of every body prefent, even the kind Mari- 
tornes, who promifed, tho’ a finner, to mumble a whole rofary over, in 
prayers to God, for the good fuccefs o f that arduous and chriftian defign 
they had undertaken: but, fcarce had they Tallied from the inn, when the 
curate beg^n to think he was to blame for difguifing himfelf; it being in 
his opinion, indecent for a prieft to appear in fuch a maner, how much fo- 
ever depended upon their fuccefs. He therefore propofed, that he fhould ex­
change characters with the barber, who might aCt the part o f the damfel 
in diltrefs, while he took that of the fquire, which he thought, did not fo 
much profane the dignity of the cloth: and unlefs his neighbour would 
agree to this propofal, he allured him, that he was refolved to go no far­
ther, even if  the devil himfelf fhould carry olf Don Quixote. At that in- 
flam, Sancho chanced to come up, and feeing them in fuch a garb, could 
not refrain from laughing: in fhort, the barber aflented to every thing the 
other propofed, and the plan being thus altered, the curate began to in- 
ftruCt him touching his behaviour and fpeech to Don Quixote, in order to 
move and induce him to accompany them, and quit that place he had chofen 
for the fcene o f his vain and extravagant penance. The barber told him, 
that without his lefi'ons, he knew very well how to demean himfelf in the 
character; and as he did not chufe to put on the drefs till they fhould be near 
Don Quixote, he folded it up with great care; the prieft adjufted his beard, 
and both together proceeded on their journey, under the direction of San­
cho Panza, who, by the way, related to them what happened between his 
mafter and the madman, whom they met with in the brown mountain;, 
concealing neverthelefs, the circumftance o f the portmanteau, and its con­
tents ; for, notwithstanding his fimplicity, our youth was as covetous as 
wifer people.

Next day, they came to the broom boughs, which Sancho had ftrewed, 
in order to afcertain the place where he had left his m after; he no fooner

* Bamba or Wamba, king of the Vifigoths in Spain, mounted the throne in the year 672, and was fa­
mous for his fuccefs againft the Arabians, as well as for his attachment to the chriftian religion, as a 
proof of which he retired into a monaftery, and refigned the kingdom to Ervige,

* * therefore
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therefore perceived his marks, than he told them that was the entrance into 
the mountain, and defired them to put on their dreffes, if  they were necef- 
fary towards the deliverance of his m after: for, they had already affured 
him, that their travelling in fuch difguife, was of the utmoft importance, 
in difengaging the knight from that difagreeable courfe o f life he had chofen: 
and they had charged him, not to tell his mafter, that he knew who they 
w ere; and if  he fhould alk, as doubtlefs he would, whether or not he had 
delivered the letter to Dulcinea, they advifed him to anfwer in the affirma­
tive, and tell him, that as fhe could not read it, fhe had fent her anfwer by 
word of mouth, commanding him, on pain o f her difpleafure, to appear 
in  her prefence, with all convenient fpeed, on an affair that was o f the ut 
moft confequence to h im : for, with this anfwer, and other fpeeches they 
intended to make, they did not at all doubt of reconciling him to a better way 
o f life, and prevail upon him, immediately to begin his career towards be­
ing an emperor or k in g ; and as to the office of archbiftiop, Sancho had no­
thing to fear. The fquire liftened to thefe directions, which he carefully de- 
pofited in his memory, thanking them heartily for their intention to advife 
his mafter to accept of an emperor’s crown, rather than an archbifhop’s mitre, 
as he was very fenfible that emperors could do more for their fquires than 
archbifhops-errant. He alfo propofed to go before, in fearch o f his mafter, 
and impart to him this anfwer o f his lady, which, he allured them, would be 
fufficient to bring him out o f the mountain, without their being put to any 
further trouble. They approved of his opinion, and refolved to ftay where thcv 
were until he ftiould return with the news of having found Don Quixote: 
accordingly, Sancho proceeded towards the heart of the mountain, leaving 
them in a fpot watered by a fmall purling brook, and fhaded in a moft 
cool and agreeable manner, by fome rocks, and trees that grew around it.

It being then the month of Auguft, when the heat in thofe parts is ex- 
ceffive, and three in the afternoon, which is the hotteft time o f the day, 
they were the more charmed with the fituation, which was fo inviting, that 
they chofe it for the place of their refidence, until Sancho ftiould return. 
While they lay at their eafe, under the covert o f this fhade, their ears were 
faluted with the found of a voice, which, tho’ unaccompanied by any in- 
ftrument, lung fo fweet and melodioufty, that they were ftruck with afto- 
nifliment; little expecting to meet with fuch a delicious warbler in that un­
frequented place: for, tho’ it is ufually faid, that the woods and mountains 
abound with fhepherds, who fing moft inchantingly, that report is rather 
the fi&ion of poets than the voice o f truth: befides, the verfes which they 
heard, were not compofed in the ruftic phrafe of clowns, but, in a polite 
and courtly ftrain ; as may be perceived by the fong itfelf, which follow s:
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I.
A h ! what infpires my woeful ftrain l 

Unkind difdain!
A h ! what augments my mifery ?

Fell jealoufy!
Or, fay, what hath my patience worn ?

An abfent lover’s fcorn !
The torments then that I endure,
No mortal remedy can cure:
For every languid hope is flain 
By abfence, jealoufy, difdain !

II.
From love, my unrelenting foe,

Thefe forrows flo w !
M y infant glory’s overthrown,

By fortune’s frow n;
Confirmed in this my wretched ftate,

By the decrees of fate.
In death alone, I hope releafe 
From this compounded, dire difeafe j 
Whofe cruel pangs to aggravate,
Fortune and love confpire with fa te !

III.
Ah ! what will mitigate my doom ?

The filent tom b!
Ah ! what retrieve departed joy ?

Inconftancy!
Or fay, can ought but frenzy, bear 
This tempeft of defpair ?
All other efforts, then, are vain,
T o  cure this foul-tormenting pain,
That owns no other remedy 
Than madnefs, death, inconftancy.

The hour, the feafon, and the folitude, confpired with the agreeable voice 
of the finger, to increafe the wonder and fatisfa&ion o f the hearers, who li- 
ftened for fome time, in expe&ation o f fomething elfe: but, the filence 
having continued a good while, they refolved to go in queft o f the perfon 
who fung fo enchantingly: and were juft going to fet out on this defign, 
when they were arrefted by the fame voice, which again faluted their ears 
with this other fong;
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I.
O facred friendfhip ! mild and gay,

W ho to the regions o f the bleft 
Hath foar’d ; and left mankind a prey 

T o  fraud, in thy refemblance dreft.
II.

Aufpicious, hear, and hither fend 
T h y filter truth, with radiant eyes,

T o  brand the falfe profefling friend,
Detected in the fair difguife.

HI.
Or, come thyfelf, and reinfpire 

The purpofe candid and humane j 
Elfe peace and order will retire,

While horror and confufion reign.

This fonnet was concluded with a molt profound figh, and the curate and 
barber began again to liften for more; but, finding the mufic converted 
into mournful fobs and interjections, they were determined to know who 
this melancholy perfon was, who fung fo well, and groaned fo piteoufly. 
They had not gone many paces with this intent, when turning the point 
o f a rock, they perceived a man o f the fame make and appearance that 
Sancho defcribed, when he related the ftory of Cardenio: he did not feem 
furprifed at fight o f them, but, flood with his head reclining upon his bread, 
in a very penfive poflure, without lifting his eyes to look at them, after their 
firfl fudden appearance. The curate, who was a well-fpoken man, con­
cluding from the defcription, that this muft be he whofe misfortune he had 
been apprifed of, went up, and in a fhort but pathetic addrefs, exhorted 
and intreated him to quit that miferable courfe of life, which was the 
greateft of all misfortunes, and altogether perverted the end o f his being. 
Cardenio, being at that time in one o f his lucid intervals, intirely free of 
that frantic paroxyfm which ufed fo utterly to deprive him o f his fenfes, 
and feeing two people fo differently dreffed from thofe he commonly met 
with in that folitude, could not help being fomewhat furprifed; efpeci- 
ally, when he heard him talk o f his misfortune as a circumflance with 
which they were well acquainted; for, the curate had mentioned it in the 
courfe of his expoflulation : and therefore he anlwered in this manner, “  I 
plainly perceive, gentlemen, that heaven, which is careful in fuccouring the 
good, and fometimes, even the bad, hath fent, tho’ I little deferve fuch fa­
vour and condefcenfion, diverfe people into this unfrequented folitude, fo

remote
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remote from all commerce and fociety; in order to convince me by juft and 
various arguments, how unreafonably I a£t in leading this kind o f life, 
which they have endeavoured to make me exchange for a better; and, as 
they know not the reafons I have, to think that, in quitting this fituation, 
I fhall be plunged into a worfe; they have perhaps looked upon me as a per- 
fon o f very (hallow underftanding, or, which is ftill a conjecture more unfa­
vourable, a downright madman ; and truly, it is not to be wondered at, if  they 
entertain that opinion, for, I can eafily conceive, that my misfortunes operate 
fo intenfely upon my imagination, and impair my faculties fo much, that 
fometimes, in fpite o f all my endeavours to the contrary, I become like that 
rock, void of all fentiment and knowledge; and am convinced of my infir­
mity too late, when people fhew me the marks of what I have done, while 
I was under the influence o f that terrible tranfport: then all that I can do, 
is to bewail my diftemper, curfe my lot in vain, and in excufe of my mad- 
nefs, relate my fufferings to all who exprefs the leaft defire of hearing them ; 
that thofe of founder judgment, knowing the caufe, may not wonder at 
the effects; and i f  they cannot prevent, at leaft pardon my frenzy; con­
verting their indignation at my extravagance, into compallion for my woes: 
and if  you, gentlemen, are come with that intention which hath brought 
others to this place, before you proceed with your prudent admonitions, I 
intreat you to hear the detail o f my misfortunes, which you do not yet 
know, and then, perhaps, you will fave yourfelves the trouble which you 
might otherwife take, in confoling an affliction that admits o f no confola- 
tion.”

The two friends, who defired nothing elfe, than to hear from his own 
mouth, the caufe of his misfortune, earneftly begged he would recount it, 
and promifed to attempt nothing contrary to his own inclination, in the 
way o f remedy or comfort. Thus affured, the melancholy gentleman be­
gan his diftrefsful ftory, nearly in the fame words and circumftances which 
he had ufed a few days before, to Don Quixote and the goatherd, when he 
was interrupted, in the affair o f Mr. Elifabat, by the knight’s punctuality 
in aflerting the decorum of chivalry, as the particulars of that quarrel have 
been already related: but, now he remained fortunately free from his* pa- 
roxyfm, and, of confequence, had time to finifli the narration which was 
imperfect before. When he therefore came to the circumftance o f the let­
ter which Don Fernando had found between the leaves o f  Amadis de 
Gaul, he faid he remembered the contents, and accordingly repeated them 
in thefe term s:

i ‘ . . ,»
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Lucinda to Cardenio.

«  T  Every day difcover new qualities in Cardenio, which oblige and com-
X  pel me to efteem him the more. I f  you are inclined to extricate 

me out o f all fufpence, you may effeCtuate your purpofe, without the 
leaft prejudice to my honour; for, my father, who is well acquainted with 
your virtues, loves me dearly, and far from tyrannizing over my affe&ions, 
will chearfully grant that which is fo juftly your due, if  your paflion is 
fuch as I wifh and believe it to be.”

I refolved, as I have already told you, to demand Lucinda in marriage, 
upon the receipt o f this letter, which not only confirmed Don Fernando’s 
high opinion o f her prudence and virtue, but alfo inflamed him with 
the defire o f ruining my hopes, before I fliould be able to bring them to 
maturity. I told this faithlefs friend, Lucinda’s father expedted that mine 
fliould propofe the match; and that I durft not communicate my defire to 
him, left he fliould refufe to comply with i t : not, that he was ignorant 
o f Lucinda’s rank, virtue, beauty and qualifications, which were fuffici- 
ent to ennoble any other family in Spain; but, becaufe I underftood he 
was averfe to my being married, until he fliould fee what duke Ricardo 
would do in my behalf: in fhort, I told him that I would not venture to 
propofe it, being afraid not only o f this ill confequence, but alfo o f many 
others which I could not forefee; although I had a ftrong impreflion up­
on my mind, that my wiflies would never be completed. In anfwer to 
this declaration, Don Fernando undertook to manage the affair, and pre­
vail upon my father to propofe the match to Lucinda’s parents. O vil­
lain ! more ambitious than Marius, more cruel than Cataline, more fa- 
vage than Sylla, more fraudulent than Galalon, more treacherous than * Vel- 
lido, more vengeful than Julian, and more covetous than Judas! cruel, 
falfe, vindictive traitor! what injuries had’ft thou fuffered from this poor 
credulous wretch, who with fuch confidence dilclofed to thee, the moft 
fecret recedes of his fo u l! what offence had he given ? what words had he 
uttered, or what advice had he offered, that did not direCtly tend to thy ho­
nour and advantage ? But, unhappy that I a m ! wherefore fliould I com­
plain ? feeing it is a thing certain, that when once the tide of misfortune 
heaped up by one’s malignant ftars, begins to defcend with violence and 
fnry, no earthly mound can oppofe, nor human induftry divert its courfe. 
Who could imagine, that fuch an illuftrious, accomplifhed, young gentle­
man as Don Fernando, who lay under obligations for the fervices I had

* Who murdered Saacho I. king of Cailile, while he was engaged in the fiege of Zamora.
done



done him, and was powerful enough to obtain the gratification o f his 
wilh, whitherfoever his amorous inclination pointed, fhould plague him- 
felf, as I may fay, in attempts to rob me of my fingle lamb, even before 
I had polfelfed it.

But, let us lay alide thefe vain and unprofitable reflections, and rejoin 
the broken thread o f my unfortunate ftory. Well then : Don Fernando 
perceiving that my prefence would be an obftru&ion to the execution of 
his falfe and perfidious defign, refolved to fend me back to his elder bro­
ther, on pretence o f getting money to pay for fix horfes, which he pur- 
pofely bought that very day he undertook to fpeak to my father; in order 
to have an excufe for fending me away, that he might, in my abfence, the 
more eafily fucceed in his villanious intention. Was it poflible for me to 
prevent this treachery, or indeed conceive his defign ! no, finely. On the 
contrary, I offered, with the utmoft alacrity, to fet out forthwith, fo 
pleafed was I with the purchafe he had made. That very night I had a 
private converfation with Lucinda, in which I told her the lcheme I had 
concerted with Don Fernando, and bade her reft affured in the hope that 
our juft and honourable defires would foon be gratified. She, as little 
fulpicious of Don Fernando’s perfidy as I was, intreated me to return 
with fpeed, believing that our willies would be completed, as foon as my 
father fhould mention the affair to her’s. I don’t know upon what ac­
count, her eyes were filled with tears, when fhe pronounced thefe words; 
and fomething that leemed to fwell in her throat, prevented her from ut­
tering another fyllable, though fhe looked as if  lhe had fomething more 
to fay. I was confounded at this new circumftance, which had never hap­
pened before: in all our former conversations, which my good fortune 
offered, or my diligence effected, there had been nothing but joy and fa- 
tisfaCtion, without any mixture o f tears, fighs, jealouly, dread or fulpi- 
cion j all my difcourfe^ ufed to confift o f acknowledgments to heaven, for 
having bellowed upon me fuch a miftrefs, whofe beauty I extolled, and 
whole virtue and good fenfe I admired: while line returned the compliment, 
by prailing thofe qualities in me, which lhe, in the partiality o f her fond- 
nels, deemed worthy of applaufe: befides, we ufed to entertain each other 
with an account of a thoufand trilling accidents that happened among our 
neighbours and acquaintance: and the heighth of my vivacity never 
amounted to more than the feizing o f one of her delicate, white hands, 
and prelling it to my lips, through the narrow diftance betwixt the rails 
that divided us. But, on that night, which preceded the fatal day o f 
my departure, Hie wept, fighed and fobbed, and left me filled with confu- 
fion and furprize, and terrified at fuch unufual and melancholy marks of 
grief and affliction, in my Lucinda. But, I was flattered by my hopes,

B b 2 which

Chap. 13. DON QUIXOTE De l a  M a n c h a . '187



which afcribed the whole to the ftrength o f her paffion, and that forrow 
which is commonly produced by the abfence o f a beloved objefl. In fine, 
I fet out, penfive and fad, my imagination tortured with fufpicions and 
doubts, which my reflection could neither digefl nor explain : a fure pre- 
fage o f the melancholy fate that awaited me.

I arrived at the place o f my deltination, and delivered my letters to Don 
Fernando’s brother, who received me kindly, but, far from difpatching 
me immediately, defired me, to my infinite regret, to wait eight whole 
days in a place where his father fhould not fee m e; becaufe his brother 
had writ to him, to fend the money without the knowledge o f the duke. 
But, this was altogether an invention o f the falfe Fernando, whofe bro­
ther had money enough, and could have fent me back the very fame day 
on which I arrived. This was fuch an order as I was fcarce able to obey j 
for, I thought it impoflible to fupport life for fo many days, in the ab­
fence of Lucinda, confidering the forrow in which I had left her. Yet, 
notwithflanding, I refolved to do my duty like a faithful fervant, though 
I very well forefaw, that my obedience muff be at the expence o f my 
peace. Four days o f the eight were not yet elapfed, when a man came in 
fearch o f me, and gave me a letter, the fuperfcription o f which I no 
fooner beheld, than I knew it to be written by Lucinda’s own hand. I 
opened it with fear and trembling, believing, that there muff be fomething 
very extraordinary in the cafe, which induced her to write to me in my 
abfence j though, while I was prefent, fhe had been fo fparing o f her 
fpeech. But, before I read a fyllable, I afked the melfenger, who had put 
it into his hands j and how long he had been upon his journey ? He an- 
fwered, that palling through a certain flreet, about noon, he was flopt by 
a very beautiful young lady, who called to him from a window, faying, 
with great earneftnefs, while the tears trickled from her eyes; “  Brother, 
i f  you are a chriftian, as you feem to be, I intreat you, for God’s fake, to 
carry this letter to the place and perfon for whom it is directed; they 
are both well known ; and in fo doing, you will render a piece o f fervice 
acceptable to the Lord. That you may not want conveniencies upon the 
road, here is fomething to defray the expence o f your journey.” So fay­
ing, fhe threw down a handkerchief, in which were tied an hundred rials, 
this gold ring, and the letter I have delivered. Then, without waiting for 
a reply, fhe went from-the window, after having leen me take up the 
handkerchief and the letter, and make figns that I would do as lire defired. 
Accordingly, finding myfelf fo well paid for the trouble I fhould be at, 
and feeing, by the direction, that you was the perfon to whom it was fent, 
(and I know you perfectly w e ll;) induced, moreover, by the tears of that 
beautiful young lady, I refolved to truft no other melfenger, but come

and
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and deliver it with my own hand; and in fixteen hours, which are paft, 
fince I received it, I have travelled to this place, which, as you know, is 
about eighteen leagues from our town.” While I liftened attentively to 
the information of this grateful and extraordinary courier, my legs fhook 
under me, in fuch a manner, that I could fcarce ftand upright. At 
length, however, I ventured to read the letter, which contained thefe words:

“  '■ "tf H E  promife which Don Fernando made, to prevail upon your fa- 
ther, to propofe a match to mine, hath been performed more 

to his inclination than your advantage. Know, Cardenio, that he hath 
afked me in marriage for your pretended friend 3 and, my father, fwayed 
by the advantage which he thinks Don Fernando has over you in point of 
fortune, hath given his confent fo much in earned:, that two days hence, 
the nuptials are to be celebrated fo privately, that none but heaven and 
fome people in the family, are to be prefent at the marriage. M y fitua- 
tion you may guefs. I f  it be in your power, return with all fpeed, and 
the event o f this affair will fhew whether I love you tenderly or not.. 
Heaven grant that this may come to your hand, before mine fhall be pre- 
fented to him who fo ill performs the duty o f a friend.”

This, which was the fum o f what the letter contained, made me 
fet out immediately, without waiting for any anfwer, or the money for 
which I had come. For, by that time, I plainly perceived, that it was 
not the purchafe o f the horfes, but his own treacherous intention, which 
had induced Don Fernando to fend me out of the way. The indignation 
I conceived againft him, together with the fear o f lofing the jewel which 
I had acquired, and treafured up with fuch unwearied fervices and care*. 
added wings to my fpeed, and conveyed me to the place o f my habitation, 
juft at the hour and minute proper for my going to vifit Lucinda. I en­
tered the town privately, and leaving my mule in the houfe of the honeft 
man who brought the letter j I went to the rail, which was the conftant 
witnefs o f our love, and there was fo far favoured by fortune, as to find 
Lucinda. W e knew each other prefently : though not as we ought to have 
known each other. But, who is he, who can arrogate praife to himfelf, 
for having fathomed and difcerned the capricious fentiments and fickle 
difpofition o f woman ? furely no man on earth— But, this apart. Lucin­
da, perceiving me, u Cardenio, faid fhe, I am now in my bridal drefs, 
and this moment expected in the hall, by the traitor Don Fernando, my 
covetous father, and fome other people, who fhall bear witnefs to my 
death, fooner than to my m arriage.. Be not confounded, my friend, but, 
endeavour to be prefent at the facrifice, which, i f  I  .cannot prevent by my
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declaration, I wear a dagger concealed, whicli can obftruft a more vigor­
ous determination, and, by putting an end to my life, begin to convince 
thee o f the fincere paflion I have always entertained, and ftill retain for 
my Cardenio.” Afraid I fliould want time to anfwer her, I replied with 
great hurry and confuflon, “  Let your words be verified by your deeds, 
madam. I f  you have a dagger to aflert your love, I wear a fword to de­
fend it ; or, fliould fortune prove our foe,'to  rid myfelf o f life.” I be­
lieve flie did not hear all that I faid, becaufe fhe was called away, in a 
hurry, to the bridegroom who waited for her.

Thus deepened the night of my diftrefs; thus fet the fun o f my happi- 
nefs! I remained without light to my eyes, or reflexion to my mind for 
fome time : I could neither refolve to enter her father’s houfe, nor remove 
to any other place; at length, however, confidering o f what confequence 
my prefence might be, in cafe any thing extraordinary fliould happen, I 
recolle&ed myfelf, as well as I could, and went in, without being per­
ceived, as I was well acquainted with all the paflages and corners o f the 
houfe, and was favoured by the confufion which then prevailed in it, on 
account of the nuptials. Thus entering, unfeen, I found means to con­
ceal myfelf in the hollow o f a window in the hall, that was covered by 
the meeting of two pieces o f tapeflxy, from behind which I could, with­
out being perceived, obferve every thing that happened.

How fhall I defcribe the throbbings and palpitations o f my heart, the 
images that occurred to my fancy, the reflexions that I made, while I 
remained in that fituation ! they were fuch, as I neither can nor ought 
to defcribe. Let it fuffice to fay, the bridegroom came into the hall, 
without any other ornaments than his ufual drefs, attended by a firfl cou- 
fin of Lucinda, in quality o f bridefman, no other perfon being prcfent, 
except fome fervants of the family. A  little while after, Lucinda came 
in, from her clofet, accompanied by her mother and two waiting-women ; 
and as richly drefl'ed and adorned as her rank and beauty delerved, or 
as the perfe&ion o f gaiety and gallantry could invent. The fufpence and 
tranfport of my foul, would not allow me to obferve and mark the parti­
culars o f her drefs; I could only take notice o f the colours, which were 
carnation and w hite; and the blaze of jewels that adorned her, which 
was even excelled by the Angular beauty of her golden locks, that ftruck 
the eye with more fplendor than all the precious ftones, together with the 
light of four torches that burned in the hall. O m emory! thou mortal 
enemy o f my repofe! to what purpofe doft thou now reprefent to my 
fancy, the unparallelled beauty of that adorable foe ? cruel remembrance ! 
rather recal to my view the particulars o f what then happened, that in- 
eenfed by fuch a manifeft injury, I may take vengeance, if  not upon her,

at
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at leaft upon my own life. But you, gentlemen, muft be tired with thefe 
digrellions: though my misfortune is fuch as neither can, nor ought to 
be fuperficially or fuccin&ly related ; becaufe, every circumftance, in my 
opinion, requires a full difcuflion.” The curate anfwered, that far from 
being tired, they were very much entertained by thofe minute particulars, 
which he thought deferved as much attention as the principal events o f 
the ftory.

“  I fay then, refumed Cardenio, that the parties being affembled in the 
hall, the curate o f the parifh entered, and taking them both by the hand, 
in order to perform his function, he faid, “  Madam Lucinda, are you 
willing to take Don Fernando here prefent, for your lawful fpoufe, as 
holy mother church ordains ? At this queftion, I thruft out my whole head 
and neck from behind the tapeftry, and with the utmoft attention and dis­
order of foul, liftened to Lucinda’s anfwer, which I expected, as either 
the fentence o f my death or confirmation of my life. O ! that I had then 
boldly advanced, and called aloud, Ah Lucinda ! Lucinda ! take care what 
you d o ; reflect upon your duty to me, remember you are mine, and can 
never belong to any other hufband. Confider, that my life muft end the 
moment you anfwer, Yes. Ha ! treacherous Don Fernando ! robber o f my 
g lo ry ! death of my life ! what are thy intentions! what wouldft thou 
have! remember that, as a chriftian, thou canft not fulfil thy defires * 
for I am Lucinda’s hufband, and fhe is my lawful wife ! Fool that I am ! 
now, when I am abfent, and far removed from the danger, I can refle<5t 
upon what I ought to have done. Now, that I am robbed o f all that 
was dear to my foul ! accurfed by the robber, on whom I might have ta­
ken vengeance, had my heart fupplied me with courage, as it now affords 
inclination to complain. In fine, as I then aided like a booby and a cow­
ard, it is but reafonable, that I fhould now die of madnefs, forrow and 
lhame. The prieft waited for the reply of Lucinda, who declined it a 
good w h ile ; and when I expefted fire would either unlheath her dagger 
to vindicate her love, employ her tongue in the caufe o f truth, or utter fome 
ingenious fraud that fhould tend to my advantage, I heard her pronounce 
with a weak and faultering voice, “  Yes, I will.” Don Fernando re­
peated the fame words, and the ring being put upon her finger, they were 
united in the indiflbluble bond o f marriage : then he embraced his new- 
married fpoufe, who laying her hand on her heart, fainted away in the 
arms of her mother. It now remains to deferibe my own fituation, when 
I heard and faw my hopes thus baffled by Lucinda’s breach o f promife ; 
and found myfelf rendered incapable of ever retrieving the happinefs I 
had that inftant loft : I remained without fenfe or reflection, aban­
doned, as I thought, by heaven, and a declared enemy to that earth on

which.
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which I  lived. The air refufed breath for my fighs, the water denied 
moifture for my tears, fire alone increafed within me, to. fuch a degree, 
that I was fcorched with jealoufy and rage! Lucinda s fwooning threw the 
whole company into confufion, and her mother opening her bread: to give 
her air, found in it, a folded paper, which Don Fernando taking, read 
by the light o f one o f the torches, and then fat down in a chair, and 
leaned one fide o f his head upon his hand, in a penfive attitude, without 
minding the remedies they were applying for the recovery o f his fpoufe.

I feeing the whole family in confufion, ventured to come out, cofl what 
it would, refolving, fhould I be feen, to do fome defperate a£lion, that 
would convince the whole world of my ju(l indignation, in chaflifing the 
falfe Don Fernando, and the fickle, fainting traitrefs. But fate, that re- 
ferved me, if  poffible, for greater misfortunes, ordained that I fhould 
then abound in reflection, which hath fince failed m e ; and refolve rather 
than take vengeance upon my greatefl enemies, who, as they had no fuf- 
picion o f me, were then at my mercy, to turn upon myfelf that refent- 
ment which they fo juftly deferved to feel; and, perhaps, with more rigor 
than I fhould have exercifed upon them, had I, at that time, facrificed 
them to my rage, becaufe fudden death is infinitely more eafy than that 
which is lengthened out by lingering torments. In fhort, I quitted the 
houfe, and went to the place where I had left my mule, which being fad- 
led, I mounted her, and without taking leave of my hofl, fallied out of 
town, dreading, like another Lot, to look behind me. When I found my­
felf alone in the open field, fhrouded by the darknefs o f the night, and 
invited by the filence, to complain, without caution, or fear o f being over­
heard or known, I raifed my voice, and gave a loofe to my indignation, 
in venting curfes upon Lucinda and Don Fernando, as if  thofe vain ex­
clamations could have atoned for the injury they had done me. I bellow­
ed upon her the epithets o f cruel, falfe, perfidious and ungrateful, but, 
above all, avaricious; fince the wealth o f my rival had fhut the eyes of 
her love, detached her from me, and fwayed her inclination towards him 
to whom fortune had fhewn herfelf more kind and liberal. Yet, in the 
midfl of thefe reproaches and inveClives, I could not help excufing her, 
obferving, it was no wonder, that a damfel educated under reflraint, in 
the houfe o f her parents, bred up, and always accuflomed to obey them, 
fhould comply witli their will and pleafure, in marrying a young gentle­
man o f fuch wealth, rank and qualifications, that her refufal might have 
been thought to proceed either from want o f fenfe, or a paflion for fome 
•other man, which would have been a fufpicion equally prejudicial to her 
virtue and reputation : then I argued on the other fide o f the queftion, 
Laying, had fhe owned that I was her hufband, her parents would have 
•' ; < feen
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feen fhe had not committed an unpardonable crime in making fuch a 
choice: fince, before the offer o f Don Fernando, they themfelves could 
not have defiled, had their defires been bounded by reafon, a better match 
than me for their daughter j and confequently, before fhe complied with 
that compulfive injunction o f giving her hand to another, fhe might have 
told them, that fhe had already given it to me j in which cafe, I would 
have appeared and confirmed the truth o f every thing fhe fhould have 
feigned for the occafion : In fine, I concluded that fuperficial love, flender 
underhanding, vaft ambition and third: after grandeur, had obliterated in 
her memory, thofe profeffions by which I had been deceived, cherifhed 
and fupported in the unfhaken hope of my honourable defires.

In this exclamation and anxiety, I travelled all night, and in the morn­
ing found myfelf in one o f the paffages to this mountain, in which I 
proceeded three days more, without high-road or by-path, till I ftopt at 
a fmall meadow, that lies either on the right or left o f thefe rocks; there 
I  enquired of fome goatherds, whereabouts the moft craggy part o f the 
mountain, w as; and, according to their directions, thither I rode, refolving 
to put an end to my life. When I arrived among thofe ragged rocks, my 
mule fell down dead o f wearinefs or hunger ; or, as I rather believe, to 
difencumber herfelf of fuch a ufelefs load as then burthened her and I 
remained on foot, quite fpent and famifhed, without having or defiring 
any fupport. In this fituation, I know not how long I continued ftretch- 
ed upon the ground : but, at length, I got up without feeling any crav­
ings o f hunger, and found myfelf in the midft o f fome fhepherds, who, 
doubtlefs, had relieved my neceflity. Indeed they told me in what condi­
tion I had been found, uttering fuch incoherent and extravagant expref- 
fions, as clearly demonftrated, that I had loft my fenfes. Since that time, 
I have frequently perceived my intellects fo crazy and unfound, that I 
perform a thoufand mad actions, tearing my cloaths, bellowing through 
thefe unfrequented places, curfing my fate, and repeating, in vain, the be­
loved name of my fair enemy, without any connected fentences, or in­
deed any other intent than that of putting an end to my life by violent 
outcries; and when I recover the ule of my fenfes, I find myfelf fo weak 
and exhaufted, that I fcarce can move. M y ufual habitation is the hol­
low of a cork-tree, large enough to contain this miferable carcafs; the 
cow and goatherds who frequent thefe mountains, maintain me out of 
charity, by leaving food upon the road, or rocks, on which they think I 
may chance to find i t : and, even while I am deprived of my underftand- 
ing, natural inftineft teaches me to diftinguifh this necelfary nouriftiment, 
awakening my appetite and defire of feizing it for my ufe. They tell me 
too, when they meet with me in one o f my lucid intervals, that at other
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times, I fally out upon the highway, and take it by force, from the fhep- 
herds, as they are bringing it from their cots, although they offer it o f 
their own accord. In this manner, I lead my woeful and wretched life, 
until heaven fliall be pleafed to put a period to it, or give me grace to for­
get the beauty and falfhood of Lucinda, together with the wrong I have 
luffered from Don Fernando. I f  this fhall happen before I die, my intel- 
lefts will return into their right channel; otherwifc, there is nothing to 
be done, but to fupplicate heaven to have mercy on my fo u l: for, I find 
I have neither virtue nor ftrength to extricate myfelf out of this extremity 
into which I was voluntarily plunged.

This, gentlemen, is the bitter ftory of my misfortune: tell me, if  you think 
it could have been rehearfed with lefs concern than I have fhewn; and pray, 
give yourfelves no trouble in offering to me fuch perfuafions and advice, as 
your reafon prompts you to think will do me fervice: for, they can have 
no other effect upon me, than the prefcription o f a celebrated phyfician, 
upon a patient who will not receive it. I will have no health without L u ­
cinda, and fince fhe, who is, or ought to be, mine, hath attached herfelf to 
another, I, who might have been the child o f happinefs, am now the vo­
tary o f woe. She, by her inconftancy, wants to fix my perdition, and I 
welcome it, in order to gratify her defire; and be an example to pofterity, 
o f one who wanted that confolation, which almoft all the wretched ufej 
namely, the pofiibility o f bettering their fate. A  confideration that in- 
creafes my mifery, which, I fear, will not end, even with death.”

Thus did Cardenio wind up the long thread o f his amorous and unfor­
tunate ftory; and, juft as the curate was about to give him his beft advice 
and confolation, he was prevented by a voice that faluted his ears, and in 
mournful accents pronounced what will be rehearfed in the fourth book 
o f this narration ; for, in this place, the third is concluded by the fage 
and attentive hiftorian Cid Hamet Benengeli.
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O f the S a g e  and V a l i a n t  K N I G H T
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B O O K  IV.

C H A P .  I.

O f the new and agreeable adventure that happened to the curate and bar­
ber, in the brown mountain.

T ^ H R I C E  happy and fortunate was that age which produced the 
moft audacious knight Don Quixote de la Mancha, in confe- 
quence of whofe honourable refolution, to reftore and revive the 
loft, and, as it were, buried order o f knight-errantry j we o f 

thefe times, enjoy the agreeable entertainment, not only o f his own true 
and delightful adventures; but, alfo the intervening epifodes, which are 
no lefs real, artful and delicious, than the main hiftory itfelf, the twifted, 
reeled and ravelled thread of which is continued thus.

Ju ft as the curate was ready to offer fome confolation to Cardenio, he 
was prevented by a voice that faluted his ears in thefe mournful accents: 
“  Would to God ! I could find a place to ferve as a private tomb for this 
wearifome burthen o f life, which I bear fo much againft my inclination! 
this very fpot will yield me what I afk, i f  I can truft the folitary appear­
ance of thefe mountains. A la s ! how much more agreeable is the com­
pany of thefe rocks and thickets, which give me opportunities of com­
plaining to heaven, than that of faithlefs man ! fince nature hath not 
created one o f whom I could reafonably expedt advice in difficulty, com­
fort in affliction, or remedy in diftrefs!”
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This exclamation was diflin&ly overheard by the pried: and his com­
pany, who concluding that the perfon who fpoke mud: be hard by, arofe 
to make further inquiry, and had not gone twenty paces, when behind 
the fragment of a rock they perceived a boy fitting under an afh-tree, in 
the habit of a peafant, who, as he Aooped in order to wadi his feet in a 
brook that murmured by him, could not perceive their approach, which 
was managed with foftnefs and filence, while his whole attention was em­
ployed in bathing his legs, that feemed two crydal pillars, which had been 
produced among the pebbles in the rill. They were furprized at the 
whitenefs and beauty of his feet, which they could not believe had been 
formed to tread the clods, and follow the cattle or plough, as his drefs 
would have feemed to intim ate; and the curate, who went foremoA, find­
ing himfelf Aill unperceived by the youth, made figns to the red: to crouch 
down, or hide themfelves behind a neighbouring rock. This being done, 
all three flood gazing attentively at the apparition, which was clad in a 
double-fkirted grey jacket, girt about the middle with a white napkin, and 
wore breeches and hofe o f the fame cloth, with a grey hunting-cap upon 
his head; the hofe being pulled up to the middle o f his leg, which actu­
ally feemed o f white alabafter. Having wafhed his delicate feet, he wiped 
them with an handkerchief, which he took out o f his cap, and in fo do­
ing, lifted up his head, fhewing to the by-ftanders, a face o f fuch exqui- 
fite beauty, that Cardenio faid in a whifper, to the curate, “  Since that is 
not Lucinda, it can be no earthly, but fome celeftial being !” The youth 
taking off his cap, and fhaking his head, a large quantity o f hair, that 
Apollo himfelf might envy, flowed down upon his flioulders, and difco- 
vered to the lpeCtators, that the fuppofed peafant was no other than a wo­
man, the molt delicate and handfome that the curate and barber had ever 
beheld; or even Cardenio, had he not feen and been acquainted with L u ­
cinda, who alone, as he afterwards owned, could contend with her in 
beauty. Her golden locks fell down in fuch length and quantity, as not 
only covered her flioulders, but alfo concealed every other part o f her 
body except her feet: and, inftead o f a comb, fhe made ufe o f her hands, 
which, if her feet looked like cryftal in the brook, appeared among her 
hair like moulds of drifted fnow. All thefe circumltances increafing the 
defire of the bye-ftanders, to know who fhe was, they relolved to fliew 
themfelves, and at the Air they made in advancing, the beauteous phan- 
tome raifed her head, and parting her locks with both hands, to fee what 
occafioned the noife fhe heard, no fooner perceived them than fhe Aarted 
up, and, without Aaying to put on her flioes, or tie up her hair, feized a 
bundle that lay by her, and betook herfelf to flight, full o f conflernation 
and furprize : but, fhe had not run fix yards, when her delicate feet, un­
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able to bear the roughnefs of the ftones, failed under her, and Hie fell to the 
ground. This accident being perceived by the other three, they ran to her 
afliftance, and the curate approaching her firft, “  Stay, madam, faid he, 
whofoever you are j thofe whom you fee have no other defign than that o f 
doing you fervice: therefore, there is no neceffity for your attempting fuch 
a precipitate flight, which neither your own feet nor our inclination will 
allow.” T o  this addrefs fhe made no reply, being quite aftonifhed and 
confufed ; but, the priefl taking her by the hand, proceeded in this man­
n er: “  Madam, tho’ your drefs concealed, your hair hath difcovered mani- 
fefl figns, that it muft be no flight caufe which hath fhrouded your beauty 
in fuch unworthy difguifevand brought you to this folitude, where it is our 
fortune to find yo u ; and to offer, if  not a certain remedy for your misfor­
tune, at leaft our beft advice: for, no grievance can harrafs or drive the 
afflicted to fuch extremity, while life remains, as to make them fhut their 
ears againft that counfel which is given with the moll humane and benevo­
lent intention. Wherefore, madam, or fir, or what you pleafe to be, re­
coiled yourfelf from the confufion in which the fight o f us hath thrown 
you, and tell us the particulars o f your good or evil fortune, in full affur- 
ance o f finding us altogether, or each by himfelf, difpofed to fympathize 
with your affliction.”

While the curate pronounced thefe wrords, the difguifed damfel flood 
wrapt in attention, gazing at them all round, without moving her lips, or 
uttering one fyllable, like a country villager gaping at rarities which he had 
never feen before: but, the priefl inforcing what he had faid, with other 
arguments to the fame effed, fhe heaved a profound figh, and broke filence, 
laying, “  Since thefe l'olitary mountains have not been able to conceal me, 
and my loofe difhevelled hair allows me not to difguife the truth, it would 
be in vain for me to feign fuch things as your reafon could not believe, tho' 
your courtefy might excufe them. On that fuppofition, I thank you, gentle­
men, for your humane offer, which lays me under the obligation of giving 
you all the latisfadion you defire; tho’ I am afraid, that the relation I fhall 
make o f my misfortunes, will, inftead o f compaflion, excite your difguftj 
for, you will find it impoflible either to cure my woes, or teach me to bear 
them with fortitude: but, neverthelels, that my reputation may not fuffer, 
in your opinion, as you have difcovered me to be a woman, and a young 
one, alone, and in this difguife; circumftances, which confidered either toge­
ther or apart, might prejudice my good name in this world j I will freely dif- 
clofe to you, thofe things, which, if  poffible, I would have willingly concealed.”

All this preamble was uttered in a breath by the beautiful appari­
tion, with fuch volubility o f tongue, and fweetnefs of voice, that they ad­
mired her good fenfe as much as her beauty i and repeating their proffers of
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Service, as well as their intreaties, that (lie would perform her promife j fhe, 
without further importunity, put on her fhoes with great modefty, adjufted 
her hair, and fat down in the midft o f her three hearers, upon a feat in 
the rock, where, after having endeavoured to reprefs a few tears that ftarted 
in her eyes, file, with a clear and deliberate voice, began the ltory of her 
life, in this m anner:

“  In this province o f Andaloufia, there is a place, from whence a certain 
duke, one of thofe who are called grandees of Spain, derives his title: he hath 
two Ions, the eldeft o f whom is heir to his eftate, and, in all appearance, 
to his good qualities; but, the younger inherits nothing that I know, but 
the treachery of Vellido and falfehood o f Galalon. T o  this nobleman my 
parents are vaffals, and tho’ low in pedigree, fo confiderable in wealth, that 
i f  their defcent was equal to their fortune, they would have had nothing 
more to defire; nor I the mortification of feeing myfelf in this diftrefs: 
for, I believe my misfortunes proceed from their defect in point o f birth, 
which tho’ not fo mean as to make them afhamed o f their origin, is not 
fplendid enough to overthrow my conjecture about the fource of my afflic­
tion : in fhort, they are farmers, o f a plain honed: family, without the lead 
intermixture of moorifh blood, but, as the faying is, old, rufty chriftians; ay, 
and fo rufty, that by their riches and opulent way of living, they are gradu­
ally acquiring the title of gentlefolks, nay of quality too ; tho’ what they 
prized above all riches and title, was their happinefs in having me for their 
daughter; and therefore, as they had no other child to inherit their eftate, 
and were naturally the moft affeCtionate of parents, I was beloved and in­
dulged by them, with the utmoft degree o f parental fondnefs. I was the 
mirrour in which they beheld themfelves, the ftaff o f their age, and fhared 
with heaven their whole attention and defires, with which, as they were 
pure and unblemifhed, my own perfectly correfponded: and therefore, I 
was miftrefs of their affection as well as their wealth. By my advice, they 
received and difmiffed their fervants: the tale and account o f what was both 
lowed and reaped, palled thro’ my hands. I managed the oil-mills, the 
vineyards, the herds and flocks, the beehives, and every thing that fuch a 
rich farmer as my father, may be fuppofed to poflefs: in ffiort, I was ftew- 
ard and miftrefs, and aCted with fuch care and ceconomy, that I Ihould not 
find it cafy to exaggerate the pleafure and fatisfaclion which my parents en­
joyed. Thole parts of the day that remained, after I had given all due at­
tention to the herdfmen, overfeers, and other day-labourers, I employed in 
exercifes equally decent and necelfary for young women, fuch as lace-mak­
ing, needle-work, and fpinningj and, i f  at any time, I interrupted thefe 
employments, in order to recreate the mind, I entertained myfelf with fome 
religious book, or diverlifijed my amufement with the h arp ; being convinced
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by experience, that mufic lulls the difordered thoughts, and elevates the de- 
jedted fpirits. Such was the life I led in my father’s houfe ; and i f  I have 
defcribed it too minutely, it is not thro’ oftentation, in order to difplay our 
riches, but, with a view of manifefting how innocently I forfeited that 
happy fituation, and incurred the mifery of my prefent jftate. While I paf- 
fed my time in thefe occupations, my retirement was fuch as almofl equal­
led that of a nunnery; being feen by no body, as I thought, but the fer- 
vants of the fam ily; for, I went to mafs early in the morning, accompa­
nied by my mother and the m aids; and veiled with fuch referve, that my 
eyes fcarce beheld the ground on which I trod : yet, neverthelefs, I was 
perceived by thofe of love, or rather libertinifin, which even exceeds the lynx 
in penetration, and then polfeffed the faculties of Don Fernando, younger 
fon of the duke whom I have already mentioned.

She no fooner mentioned the name o f Don Fernando, than Cardenio 
changed colour, and began to fweat with fuch agitation, that the curate 
and barber perceiving it, were afraid he would be feized with one o f thofe 
fits o f diftxaftion which, as they had heard, affaulted him from time to 
tim e: but, after fome drops o f fweat had burfl out upon his lkin, he re­
mained quiet, and looking earneftly at the farmer’s fair daughter, imme­
diately guefled who file w as; while Ihe, without obferving the emotions of 
Cardenio, went on with her ftory, in thefe w ords: “  And he no fooner 
beheld me, than, as he afterwards protefied, he deeply felt the power o f 
love, which indeed his behaviour clearly evinced: but, to fliorten the ac­
count of my misfortune, which is lengthened beyond all comfort, I will 
pal's over in filence, the induftrious fchemes that Don Fernando planned, 
for opportunities o f declaring his paflion: he bribed every fervant in the 
family, and even made prelents and proffers of fervice to my relations; 
there was nothing but gaiety and rejoicing all day long in our ftreet; and 
all night, it was impoffible to deep for ferenades. The letters which, thro’ 
an unknown channel, came to my hand, were without number, filled with 
the moll amorous flights and profefiions, and vows and promifes in every 
line: but, all thefe efforts, far from foothing, hardened me againfl him, 
as much as if he had been my mortal foe ; and all the ftratagems he praftif- 
ed, in order to fubdue my covnefs, had a quite contrary effect: not, that 
I was difgufted at the gallantry o f Don Fernando, or enraged at his im­
portunities ; for, I felt a certain kind of pleafure, in being courted and be­
loved by fuch a noble cavalier: neither did I take umbrage at feeing m y- 
felf praifed in his letters; for, it is my opinion, that ail women, let them be 
never fo homely, are pleafed to hear themfelves celebrated for beauty: but, 
to all thefe artifices, I oppofed my own virtue, together with the repeated 
advices of my parents, who plainly perceived the pafiion of Don Fernan-
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do; becaufe he himfelf took no cafe to conceal it from the world. They af- 
fured me, that in my virtue and prudence alone, they confided and depo- 
fited their own honour and reputation : they bade me confider the inequality 
between Don Fernando and me, which was a convincing proof that his love, 
tho’ he himfelf aflerted the contrary, tended more to his own gratification 
than my advantage; and laid, if  I could throw any obftru&ion in his way, 
to make him quit his unjuft pretenfions, I fhould be married immediately, 
according to my own choice, either to one of the principal perfons of our 
own town, or to fome gentleman in the neighbourhood, as I had abundance 
o f lovers, attracted by their wealth and my reputation. With thefe affur- 
ances, the truth of which I could not doubt, I fortified my integrity, and 
would never fend any reply to Don Fernando, that could in the moft di- 
ftant manner, flatter him with the hope of accomplifhing his w ith : but, 
all my referve, which he ought to have looked upon as the effedt o f difdain, 
ferved only to whet his libidinous appetite, which is the true name of the 
paflion he profefled; for, had it been genuine love, you would not now be 
liftening to my ftory, which I fhould have had no occafion to recount.

In fine, Don Fernando got notice that my parents intended to beftow me 
in marriage, that they might deprive him of all hope of pofleffing me, or, at 
leaft, provide me with more guards to protedf my virtue; and this piece of 
news alarmed him fo much, that he put in pradtice an expedient to retard 
the dreaded match. One night, while I fat in my apartment, attended by 
my maid only, the doors being all faft locked, that thro’ negligence my 
virtue might not be in danger, without knowing or comprehending the 
means o f his conveyance, he appeared before me, in the midft o f this re­
ferve, precaution, folitude, filence and retreat! At fight o f him, I was fo 
much confounded, that the light forfook my eyes, and my tongue denied 
it’s office; fo that being deprived of the power of utterance, I could not 
cry for help, neither, I believe, would he have fuffered me to exclaim ; for, 
he inftantly feized me in his arms, my confufion being fuch, that I had not 
ftrength to defend myfelf, and began to pour forth fuch proteftations, that 
I cannot conceive how falfehood is able to ape truth fo exadlly. The trai­
tor’s tears gave credit to his words, and his fighs confirmed the honefty of 
his intention. I being a poor young creature by myfelf, altogether unex­
perienced in thofe affairs, began, I know not how, to believe his falfe pro- 
feflions; but, not fo as to be moved to wreak compaffion, either by his vows 
or artful forrow; on the contrary, my firft furprife being over, I recollected 
my diffipated fpirits, and with more courage than I thought myfelf pof- 
fefled of, faid to him, “  Signor, if, inftead o f being within your arms, as 
I now am, I wras in the paws of a fierce lion, and my deliverance entirely 
depended upon my doing or faying any thing prejudicial to my virtue, it

would
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would be as impoflible for me to comply with thefe terms, as it is impof- 
fible for that which is, to lofe its exiltence: wherefore, tho’ you keep my 
body confined within your arms, I am in full poffeflion o f my foul, with 
all her chafte defires, which are intirely oppofite to yours, as you will plainly 
perceive, if  you refolve to proceed in gratifying your wifhes by force. I 
am your vafl'al, but not your Have: the nobility of your blood neither has, 
nor ought to have, the power o f difhonouring or defpiling the lowlinefs of 
m ine; and my character is as precious to me, tho’ I am but a plebeian 
farmer’s daughter, as yours can be to you, who are a nobleman and cava­
lier. All your ftrength fhall not effect your purpofe; neither am I to be in­
fluenced by your riches, deceived by your words, or melted by your fighs 
and tears. Any o f thefe expreflions in a man, to whom my parents fliould 
give me in marriage, would gain my confent and reciprocal inclination; 
nay, if  my honour were fafe, I could facrifice my fatisfa£fion, and volun­
tarily yield what you, fignor, now attempt to obtain by force: this I ob- 
ferve, that you may reft allured, I will never grant any favour to him who 
is not my lawful fpoufe.”

“  I f  that be your foie objedlion, charming Dorothea (for, that is the 
name of this wretched creature) faid the perfidious cavalier, behold I here 
prelent my hand, in pledge, of being yours for ever; and may heaven, from 
which nothing is concealed, together with that image of the blefled virgin, 
bear witnefs to the fincerity and truth of this declaration.” Cardenio, when 
flie called herfelf Dorothea, was furprifed anew, and confirmed in his firft 
conjedlure; but, unwilling to interrupt the ftory in which he expelled to 
hear the ifl'ue of what he already knew, he only faid, “  Is your name Do­
rothea, madam ? I have heard of one of that name, to whofe misfortunes 
yours bear a great relemblance: but pray proceed; the time will come when 
I lhall tell you fuch things as will equally excite your terror and afflidiion.” 
Dorothea, furprifed at the difcourfe of Cardenio, as well as at his ftrange 
and ragged attire, intreated him, if  he knew any thing of her affairs, to 
communicate it immediately; faying, that if  fortune had left her any thing 
of value, it was the courage to endure any difafter that might befall her; 
tho’ fhe was almoft certain, that what fixe had already fuffered, could ad­
mit o f no addition. “  Madam, replied Cardenio, I would not be the means 
of impairing that fortitude, by telling you what I know, if  my conjecture 
be right; neither is there any opportunity loft, nor is it o f any confequence 
to you, whether you hear it or not.” “  Be that as it will, anfwered Doro­
thea, I will go on with the fequel of my ftory. Don Fernando addrefling 
himlelf to the image he found in my apartment, invoked the blefled virgin 
to bear witnefs to our nuptials, and avowed himlelf my hulband with the 
moft binding and folemn oaths: tho’, before he proceeded lb far, I defired 
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him to reflett upon what he was going to do, and confider how much his 
father might be incenfed at his condufr, when he fhould find him married 
to the daughter o f his own farmer and vaflal. I  cautioned him againft be­
ing blinded by my beauty, fuch as it was, telling him it would be far from 
being a fufficient excufe for his error j and begged, if  he had any love and 
regard for me, he would manifeft it, in leaving me to a fate more ade­
quate to my rank and circumflances; obferving, that fuch unequal matches 
were feldom blefled with a long duration of thofe raptures with which they 
begin.

All thefe reflections I repeated to him, with many more which I do not 
remember; but, they had no effect in diverting him from the profecution 
o f his purpofe; for, he was like a man who, in making a bargain, never 
boggles at the price o f the commodity, becaufe he never intends to pay it. 
At the fame time, I held a fhort conference with my own breaft, faying 
within myfelf, “  Neither fhali I be the firft, who by marriage, has rifen 
from a low ftation, to rank and grandeur; nor will Don Fernando be 
the firfl nobleman whom beauty, or rather blind affection, hath induced to 
fhare his greatnefs with a partner of unequal birth. Since therefore, I nei­
ther make a new world nor a new cuftom, it is but reafonable in me to em­
brace this honour that fortune throws in my way ; and altho’ the affection 
he profeffes fhould not furvive the accomplifhment o f his wifli, I fhali ne- 
verthelefs, in the fight o f God, remain his true and lawful wife. Befides, 
fhould I treat him with difdain, I fee he is determined to tranfgrefs the 
bounds of duty, and avail himfelf o f force; in which cafe, I fhali be dis­
honoured and inexcufable in the opinion o f thofe who do not know how 
innocently I have incurred their cenfure; for, where fhali I find arguments 
to perfuade my parents, that this cavalier entered my apartment, without 
my knowledge and confent ?

All thefe reflexions, which my imagination revolved in an inflant, began 
to fway me towards that which (tho’ I little thought fo) proved my ru in ; 
efpecially when aided and inforced by the oaths o f Don Fernando, the 
powers he called to witnefs, the tears he fhed, and, in fhort, by his genteel 
carriage and agreeable difpofition, accompanied by fuch marks o f real paf- 
fion, as might have melted any other heart as foft and unexperienced as 
mine. I called my maid to be a joint evidence with the powers o f heaven; 
Don Fernando repeated and confirmed his oaths; took other faints to wdt- 
nefs his integrity; imprecated a thoufand curfes on his head, in cafe he 
fhould fail to fulfil his promife; had recourfe to fighs and tears again, 
ftraining me ftill clofer in his arms, from which he had never releafed me : 
by thefe means, and the departure of my maid, I forfeited that name, and 
he became a falfe and finifhed traitor.
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The morning that fucceeded this night o f my misfortue, did not arrive 
fo foon, I believe, as Don Fernando could have wifihed; for, when once a 
man hath fatisfied his rage of appetite, his chief inclination is to quit the 
fcene o f his fuccefs. This I obferve, becaufe Don Fernando feemed impa­
tient to be gone, and, by the induftry of my maid, who had conduced him 
to my chamber, found himfelf in the ftreet before day: when he took 
his leave, he told me, tho’ not with fuch violence o f rapture as he ex- 
prefled on his firft coming, that I might depend upon his honour, and the 
fincerity of the oaths he had fworn, as a further confirmation o f which, he 
took a ring of value from his finger, and put it upon m ine: in fliort, he 
vanifhed, leaving me in a fituation which I can neither call joyful nor fad. 
This I know, that I remained in a date o f confufion and perplexity, and, 
as it were, befide myfelf, on account of what had happened ; but I either 
wanted courage or memory to quarrel with my maid for the perfidy fhe had 
had been guilty of, in conducting Don Fernando to my apartment: in­
deed, I could not as yet determine, whether the adventure would redound 
to my advantage or misfortune. I told him, at parting, that now I wras his 
wife, he might fee me every night, by the fame means he had ufed to pro­
cure this firft interview, until he fhould think proper to make our marriage 
public: but, excepting the following night, I could never fet eyes on him, 
either in the ftreet or at church, during a whole month which I fpent in the 
utmoft anxiety of expectation; altho’ I knew lie was in town, and almoft 
every day employed in the chace, an exercife to which he was gFeatly ad­
dicted. Thofe were doleful and diftraCting hours and days to me, for, then 
I began to doubt, and afterwards to difbelieve the faith of Don Fernando: 
then was my maid expofed to thofe rebukes for her prefumption, which fhe 
had never heard before : then was I obliged to hufband my tears, and wear 
compofure on my countenance, that I might not give occafion to my pa­
rents, to afk the caufe of my difcontent; and be put to the trouble o f in­
venting fallehoods to deceive them. But, all this conftraint was banifhed 
by an event, the knowledge of which trod down all other refpecls, put an 
end to all my prudent meafures, and by deftroying my patience, publifhed 
my misfortune to the world. This was no other than a report that foon af­
ter prevailed in our town, by which J learned that Don Fernando was 
married, in a neighbouring city, to a young lady of exceeding beauty, 
and diltinguillied birth, tho’ her parents could not give her a portion fuit- 
able to fuch a noble alliance. I underftood her name was Lucinda, and that 
feveral furprifing accidents had happened at their nuptials.”

Cardenio hearing Lucinda’s name, tho’ he faid nothing, fhrugged up his 
fhoulders, bit his lips, contrafred the lkin o f his forehead, and difcharged 
from his eyes two fountains of tears: but, notwithftanding, Dorothea con-
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tinued her dory, faying, “  This melancholy piece o f news no fooner reached 
my ears, than, inftead o f freezing, it inflamed my heart with fuch rage and 
fury, that I had well nigh run out into the ftreets, and publilhed aloud the 
falfehood and treachery he had pradtifed upon m e: but, my rage was re- 
ftraincd for that time, by a plan which I conceived, and actually put in 
execution that very night. I drefled myfelf in this garb, which I received from 
one of the fwains belonging to the houfe, to whom I difclofed my whole de- 
fign, intreating him to attend me to the city, where I underftood my adver- 
fary was. After having difapproved o f the attempt, and blamed my refo- 
lution, feeing me determined, he offered to keep me company, as he faid, 
to the world’s end: that moment I packed up my woman’s drefs in a pil­
low-cafe, together with fome jewels and money, as a relburce in time of 
need; and in the dead of that very night, without giving the leaft hint to my 
perfidious maid, left my father’s houfe, and accompanied by my fervant, and 
a thoufand ffrange imaginations, fet out for that city on foot, winged with 
the defire o f finding Don Fernando; and refolved, tho’ I could not prevent 
what was already done, to demand with what confcience he had done it.

In two days and an half, I arrived at the city, and enquiring for the houfe 
of Lucinda’s parents, the firft perfon to whom I put the queftion, told me 
more than I defired to hear: he faid, that on the night of their nuptials, after 
Hie had pronounced the Yes, by which he became herhulband, Lucinda was 
feized with a violent fit; that Don Fernando opening her breaft to give her 
frefh air, found in it a paper written with her own hand, importing that 
file could not lawfully efpoufe Fernando, being already the wife of Carde- 
nio, who, as the man told me, was one o f the principal cavaliers o f that 
tow n; and that file had now pronounced the fatal Yes, meerly becaufe lhe 
would not fwerve from the obedience file owed to her parents: in fhert, he 
laid the contents of the paper plainly gave them to underftand, that file in­
tended to make away with herfelf, immediately after the ceremony, induced 
by the reafons which were there contained; and this refolution was con­
firmed by a poignard which they found concealed in fome part of her drefs. 
Don Fernando perceiving, by what happened, that Lucinda had baffled, 
fcorned and undervalued his addrefles, ran to her before lhe had recovered 
the ufe o f her fenfes, and with the poignard they had found, would have 
ftabbed her to the heart, had he not been prevented by her parents and the 
reft o f the company. Next day, when file recovered from her lwoon, lhe 
declared to her father and mother, that lhe was the true and lawful wife, 
o f that fame Cardenio, who, it leems, was prefent at the ceremony; and 
who, when he law her actually married, contrary to his former belief and 
firm expectation, quitted the city in defpair, having firft left a writing, that 
declared the wrong lhe had done him, and fignified his intention, to banifii.

himfelf.
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himfelf for ever from the fociety o f mankind. All this tranfa&ion was fo 
notorious and public in the city, as to furnifh difcourfe for every body ; and 
the fubje£t was not diminilhed when it was known, that Lucinda was not 
to be found either in her father’s houfe, or in any other part o f the town, 
which was fearched all over by her parents, who had almoft run diffracted, not 
knowing what other method they fhould take to retrieve her. This informa­
tion revived my hopes a little, for, I was better pleafed to have milled Don 
Fernando than to have found him married to another ; thinking, that every 
gate of comfort was not yet Diut againit m e; and that heaven, perhaps, 
had thrown that impediment in the way o f his fecond marriage, with a 
viewr of making him reflect upon what he owed to the firlt; and remind­
ing him of his being a chriltian, confequently more interelted in the care of 
his foul than in any other human concern. All thefe things I revolved 
in my imagination, and as I had no real comfort, confoled myfelf with 
the molt feeble and diftant hope, in order to fupport a life which I now 
abhor.

While I remained in this city, undetermined what courfe to take, as I 
could not find Don Fernando; I heard a public cryer deferibe my perfon 
and drefs, and offer a confiderable reward to any one that fhould difeover 
where I was. Nay,, it was faid, that I had feduced from my father’s houfe, 
the young man who attended m e; a circumltance that touched me to the 
very foul: finding my credit fallen fo low, that they were not fatisfied with 
publilhing my efcape, but, mult needs alfo mention my attendant, a crea­
ture fo mean and unworthy o f my attention and regard ; as foon as I heard 
myfelf proclaimed, I quitted the town, accompanied by my fervant, who* 
already began to give marks of Itaggering in his promifed faith and fide­
lity ; and that night, reached the molt woody part of this mountain, urged' 
by the fear of being difcovered: but, as it is commonly obferved, one mif- 
chance invites another, and the end of one misfortune is often the beginning 
of a worfe; this was literally my cafe:, my trufty fervant, who had hitherto1 
behaved with fuch zeal and fidelity, feeing me in this folitary place, and 
mitigated by his own. villainy, rather than any beauty of mine, attempted 
to avail himfelf of the opportunity which he thought this defart offered; 
and with great impudence, contempt of heaven, and difregard to me, began 
to talk of love;. when, finding that I rejected his immodell propofals with juft 
indignation and difdain, he laid afide intreaties for the ufe of thole who' 
might pleafe to ufe them, and began to employ force for the accomplifh- 
inent of his w ill:. but, juft heaven, who feldom or never abandons the righ­
teous intention, favoured and allifted mine fo effectually, that with the 
little ftrength I have, and no great trouble, I puflied him over a precipice, 
unknowing whether or not he furvived the fa ll; then, as nimbly as my wea--
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•rinefs and terror would allow, I penetrated farther into the mountain, 
without any other thought or intention, than that o f keeping myfelf con­
cealed from my father, and thofe whom he had employed to find me out.

I know not how many months I have lived in this place, where I met 
with a grazier, who took me into his fervice, and carried me to his houfe, 
which (lands in the very heart o f the mountain. Him I have ferved all this 
time, in quality o f a cowherd, endeavouring to be always in the field, 
that I might the more eafily conceal that hair which hath now fo unex­
pectedly difcovered my fex : yet, all my care and indudry were vain ; for, 
my mader having found me out to be a woman, was feized with the 
fame defire that took poffeflion o f my own fervant: but, fortune with 
the evil, does not always fend the remedy j for, I could neither find rock 
nor bog, by which I might have difabled my mader, as I had before pu- 
nifhed my man ; and therefore, as the lead inconvenience, I have left his 
houfe, and chofen to hide myfelf again among thefe thickets, rather than 
try my drength againd him, in defence o f my innocence. I fay, I re­
turned to thefe woods, in hopes o f finding a place in which 1 might, 
without impediment, implore heaven with fighs and tears, to have com­
panion upon my mifery, and give me indudry and grace to overcome it, 
or give up the ghofl in this folitude, without leaving behind me the lead 
trace or remembrance o f this forlorn wretch, who, without any fault of 
her own, hath afforded fo much matter for converfation and cenfure both 
at home and abroad.
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O f the beautiful Dorothea’s difcretion; with other pleafant and entertain­
ing particulars.

^ r ^ H I S ,  gentlemen, is the genuine detail o f my tragic d o ry : confider, 
, 1  therefore, and judge whether or not, I have fufficient caufe to heave 

more fighs than I have vented, utter more complaints than you have heard, 
and died more tears than have flowed from mine eyes; and when you (hall 
have deliberated upon the quality of my misfortune, you will perceive 
how vain all confolation mud be j as the difeafe admits o f no remedy. I 
only alk what you eafily can, and ought to grant, namely, that you would 
inform me where I can pafs my life, without being harrafled by the fur- 
prize and fear of being found by thofe who are in fearch o f me. For, 
though I am well afl’ured, that my parents, out of their great love and af- 
fefrion, would receive me again into their favour, fuch is the fliame and 
confufion I feel at the bare thought o f their having altered their opinion

to



to my prejudice, that I would rather conceal myfelf from their fight for 
ever, than appear in their prefence, under the fufpicion of having a£ted 
contrary to the expectations they entertained from my virtue.” So faying, 
fhe flood filent, and her face was overfpread with a blufh that plainly de­
noted the fentiments and confufion of her foul. Thofe who had heard 
her flory, were equally furprized and afflicted at her misfortune j to which 
the curate was going to offer fome confolation and advice, when Carde- 
nio took her by the hand, faying, “  It feems then, madam, you are the 
beauteous Dorothea, only daughter of Cleonardo the r ich !” She was 
aftonifhed to hear her father’s name pronounced by one of fuch a mifer- 
able appearance; for we have already obferved, how wretchedly Cardenio 
was cloathed, and faid to him, “  And who are you, brother, who know 
fo well my father’s name, which, i f  I remember aright, I have not once 
mentioned in the whole courfe o f my unfortunate ftory ?”

“  I am, replied Cardenio, that unfortunate man, to whom, as you have 
obferved, Lucinda faid fhe was married. I am that miferable Cardenio, 
whom the villainy of him who reduced you to your piefent fituation, 
hath brought to this deplorable condition in which you now fee me, rag­
ged, half-naked, deflitute o f all human comfort, and, which is ftill 
worfe, deprived o f my underftanding, except at certain fhort intervals, 
that I enjoy by the permiffion of heaven. I, Dorothea, am the perfon 
who was prefent at the perfidy of Don Fernando, and heard Lucinda 
pronounce the fatal Yes, by which fhe accepted him for a hufband. I  
am he who wanted refolution to wait the ilfue of her fwoon, or ftay and 
fee the refult o f that paper which was found in her bolom : for, my foul 
could not fuftain the fhock of fuch accumulated misfortune j and there­
fore, I quitted the houfe, already abandoned by my patience, and leaving 
a letter with my holt, whom I charged t-o deliver it into Lucinda’s own 
hand, betook myfelf to thefe defarts, with an intention here to finifh the 
life which from that inftant I have abhorred as my moft inveterate foe. 
But, fate hath not been pleafed to grant my wifh, contenting itfelf with 
having deprived me of my judgment, with a view, perhaps, o f referving 
me for better fortune; which I begin to hope, may proceed from this 
lucky meeting with you, fmee, if  that which you have recounted be true, 
as I believe it is, there is a pofflbility that heaven may have in ftore for 
us both, a more favourable termination of our difalters, than we imagine; 
for, fuppofing that Lucinda, who is already my wife, as fhe hath openly- 
declared, cannot be married to Don Fernando, nor he lawfully wed her, 
being already efpoufed to you, I think w'e have room to hope, that hea­
ven will one day, reftore what mutually belongs to usj as it is neither alie­
nated, ruined, nor irretrievable. And fince this confolation ftill remains,

fprung

Chap. 2. D O N  Q U I X O T E  D e l a  M a n c h a . 207



Book IV,
fprung from hopes that are not very remote, and founded on expectations 
which are not the effects o f a difordered imagination, I entreat you, ma­
dam, in the purity o f your fentiments, to change your prefent refolution, 
as I intend to alter mine, and accommodate yourfelf to the hopes o f bet­
ter fortune; for, I fvvear upon the faith o f a gentleman and a chriflian, 
that I will never abandon you, until I fee you in the arms of Don Fer­
nando, whom, if I cannot by reafonable arguments, bring to a true fenfe 
o f his duty towards you, I will then ule that privilege to which every 
gentleman is intitled, and, in jfingle combat, demand fatisfa&ion for the 
injury he has done you, without minding my own wrongs, which I will 
leave to the vengeance o f heaven, that I may the fooner revenge yours 
upon earth.”

This fpcech of Cardenio put an end to the furprize o f Dorothea, who 
being at a lofs how to thank him for his kind and generous offer, ftooped 
in order to kifs his feet; but, this piece of condefcenfion he would by no 
means allow. The prieft anfwering for both, approved of Cardenio’s de­
claration, and, in a particular manner, intreated, advifed and perfuaded 
them to accompany him to the village where he lived, in order to provide 
themfelves with what they wanted ; and there confult fome fcheme either 
for finding Don Fernando, or for carrying Dorothea back to her parents, 
or, in fhort, for doing that which fhould feem moft neceffary and conve­
nient. Cardenio and Dorothea thanked him for his courteous offer, which 
they immediately embraced j and the barber, who had been filent and at­
tentive all this time, having joined the curate in his compliments and 
hearty proffers o f fervice, briefly recounted the caufe which had brought 
them thither; namely, the ffrange madnefs o f Don Quixote j obferving, 
that they were then waiting for the return o f his fquire, whom they had 
fent in quell of his mafter. Cardenio immediately, as i f  it had been the 
faint impreflion o f a dream, recollected and related the quarrel which had 
happened between the knight and him, though he could not remember 
the caufe of the difpute.

A t that inftant they heard and recognized the voice o f Sancho, who 
not finding them in the place where he had left them, hollowed aloud; 
upon which, they went to meet him, and inquiring about Don Quixote, 
were told by the fquire, that he found him naked to the fhirt, wan, mea­
gre, half-famifhed, and fighing for his miffrefs Dulcinea 5 that, when 
Sancho told him fhe had commanded him to quit that place, and go im­
mediately to Tobofo, where fhe waited with impatience to fee him, he 
had anfwered, that he was determined never to appear before her, until 
he fhould have performed fucli atchievements as would render him wor­
thy o f her favour i and Sancho obferved, that i f  this refolution iliould
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hold, it was poffible he might never attain to the rank o f an emperor, as 
he was in duty bound, nor even to that o f an archbifhop, which was the 
lead he could expedt. He defired them, therefore, to confider fome means 
o f difengaging the knightfrom  his folitude. The pried bad him be under 
no concern, for, they would fall upon a method to remove his mader, 
whether he would or no.

Then he explained to Cardenio and Dorothea, the plan he had laid, to 
cure Don Quixote of his madnefs, or, at lead, bring him back to his own 
houfe. This Dorothea no fooner underdood, than flie told him, that 
Ihe was more proper than the barber for adting the part o f the didrelfed 
damfel ; efpecially, as fhe had cloaths along with her, that would anfwer 
the purpofe; and bad them trud to her, for reprefenting every part o f 
the charadter, which fhould be neceffary towards the fuccefs o f their de- 
fign ; for, die had read a great many books o f chivalry, and was perfect­
ly well acquainted with the date in which afflicted damfels were wont to 
beg boons o f knights-errant. “  I f  that be the cafe, faid the curate, let 
us not delay the execution of our fcheme : for, without doubt, heaven 
feems to favour my endeavours; not only, in opening a door, fo unex­
pectedly, towards the cure o f your misfortunes, but alfo in making you 
iubfervient in facilitating our fuccefs. Dorothea then pulled out o f her 
pillow-cafe, a gown and petticoat o f very rich duff, with a beautiful green 
mantelet, and opening a little calket, took out a rich necklace and other 
jewels, with which fhe indantly dreffed herfelf to fuch advantage, that die 
appeared like a lady o f the fird rank and fortune. All thefe and other 
ornaments, die faid, die had carried off from her father’s houfe, in cafe 
o f what might happen; though hitherto, die had met with no opportu­
nity o f ufing them. Every one prefent was charmed with her graceful 
mien, eafy deportment, and exceeding beauty ; and paffed fentence on 
Don Fernando, as a perfon o f little tade and xiifcemment, for having 
abandoned fuch excellence. But, the admiration o f Sancho was fuperior 
to that o f all the re d ; for, he actually thought, and indeed it was true, 
■ that in all the days o f his life, he had never feen fuch a beautiful creature; 
and accordingly, alked the curate, with great eagernefs, who that hand- 
fome lady was, and what fhe looked for in thefe by-places. “  Friend 
Sancho, anfwered the curate, that handfome lady, to fay no more of her, 
is heirefs, in the direct male line, of the kingdom of *  Micomicon, come 
hither to beg as a boon o f your mader, that he would redrefs a wrong 
and grievance done ,to her by a difcourteous giant : for, fuch is the fame 
and reputation of that excellent knight Don Quixote, through the whole 
extent of Guinea, as to induce this princefs to come from thence in qued

* As if he had faid Ape-laud : 'Mico fignifyiug an ape.
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o f him.” “  Bldfed quell I cried Sancho, and happy finding, fay I !  efpe- 
cially, i f  my mailer fliould be fo fortunate as to right the wrong, and re- 
drefs the grievance, by killing that fon o f a whore o f a giant that your 
worlhip mentions : and kill him he certainly will, i f  they lliould once 
meet, provided he be not a phantome; for, you m ull know, my mailer 
has no power over phantomes. But, one thing among many others, I 
mull beg o f you, Mr. Licentiate, and that is, to put my mailer out o f 
conceit o f an archbilliopric, for, I am afraid his inclination leans that 
way, and advife him to marry this princefs out o f hand, a match which 
will make it impollible far him to receive holy orders; and therefore he 
will the more eafily arrive at the feat of empire, and I at the end o f my 
with. For, I have carefully confidered the affair, and by my reckoning, 
I lhall not find my account in his being an archbilhop, as I am altogether 
unfit for the church, by reafon o f my being m arried; and for me, who 
have a wife and children, to be petitioning for difpenfations to hold liv­
ings, would be an endlefs talk. Wherefore, fignor, the point is th is : 
let my mailer immediately take to wife that fame lady, whole name I 
do not k n o w ; for, indeed, I never faw her grace before this blefied mi­
nute.” “  She is called the princefs Micomicona, replied the curate, be- 
caufe, her kingdom being Micomicon, ’tis plain her name m ull be M ico­
micona.” “  Yes, to be fure, faid Sancho, I have known feveral peo­
ple take a firname and addition from the place o f their nativity, calling 
themfelves, for example, Pedro d’Alcala, Ju n a de Ubeda, Diego de Valla­
dolid ; and I fuppofe they have the fame cullom in Guinea, where the 
queens take their names from the kingdoms they rule.” The priell 
confirmed Sancho’s opinion, and promifed to ufe his utmoif influence to 
promote the marriage o f the knight. W ith this aflurance Sancho relied 
as much fatisfied as the other was furprized at his fimplicity, when he per­
ceived how carefully he cherilhed, in his imagination, the fame extravagant 
whims that poflefied his mailer, who, he firmly believed, would one day 
become an emperor.

By this time, Dorothea being mounted on the curate’s mule, and the 
barber’s face accommodated with the ox’s tail, by way o f beard, they de- 
fired Sancho to guide them to the place where Don Quixote was, and cau­
tioned him againll pretending to know the licentiate and his companion, 
alluring him that his mailer’s becoming an emperor entirely depended up­
on his profefling ignorance o f their perfons. Yet neither the curate 
nor Cardenio would accompany them ; becaufe the prefence o f this lalt 
m ight recal to the knight’s memory, the quarrel which had happened between 
them ; and it was not yet proper that the priell fliould appear: for which 
reafons, they let the reft proceed by themfelves, and they followed at a

fmall
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fnlall diftance, after the curate had given her cue to Dorothea, who de­
filed him to make himfelf perfectly eafy on her account; for, fhe would 
a£t the part alligned to her, without having the leaft occafion for a promp­
ter, in the true itile and fpirit o f knight-errantry.

Having travelled about three quarters o f a league, they difeovered Don 
Quixote already cloathed, though (till unarmed, fitting in the midil o f a 
labyrinth of rocks and Dorothea no fooner underftood it was he, in con- 
lequence o f Sancho’s information, than file whipt up her palfrey, clofe 
attended by the well-bearded barber, who, when die approached the knight, 
threw himfelf from his mule, and ran to help his lady to alight. But, 
lhe, difmounting with great agility, went and fell upon her knees before 
Don Quixote, whom, in fpite of his repeated endeavours to raife her, die 
accoded in thefe words :

“  Never will I rife from this pofture, mod valiant and invincible knight, 
until your benevolence and courtefy grant me a boon, which will not only 
redound to the honour and applaufe of your own perfon, but alfo to the 
advantage of the mod injured and difconfolate damfel that ever the fun 
beheld; and, i f  the valour o f your mighty arm correlponds with the 
voice o f your immortal fame, you are obliged to favour the unfortu­
nate, who, attracted by the odour of your celebrated name, come from 
far didant regions, in qued of your abidance.” “  Beauteous lady, re­
plied Don Quixote, I will not anfwer one word, nor hear one circumdance 
o f your affairs, until you rife from the ground.” “  I will not rife, fig- 
nor, anfwered the afflicted damfel, until I diall have obtained from your 
condefcenfion, the boon I beg.” “  I condefcend and grant it, relumed the 
knight, provided in fo doing, I  adt neither to the detriment nor deroga­
tion of my king, my country, and her who holds my heart and liberty 
enilaved*.” “  Your compliance, worthy fignor, replied the mourning 
lady, fhall in no ways affedt the exceptions you have made.”

At that indant Sancho, came up, and whifpered foftly in his matters 
ear ; “  Your worfhip may fafely grant the boon die alks, which is a meer 
tribe ; no more than baying a giantilh fort of a fellow ; and die who begs 
it, is the high and mighty princefs Micomicona, queen of the great em­
pire of Micomicon in /Ethiopia.” ** Whofoever lhe is, anfwered Don 
Quixote, I will do what I am in duty bound to perform, and adt accord-

* When a knight had once granted a boon in this manner, it was impofiible for him to retrafl, let the 
requeft be never lo extravagant. We are told by Joinvihe, that the queen of St Lewis, beinw big with 
child, and in the utmoft terror of falling alive into the hands of the infidels at Damietta in /Egypt, fell 
upon her knees before an old knight turned of fourfeore, and conjured him to grant her boon : 1 he old 
man having promiled to comply, on the faith of his knighthood, flic told him the favour fhe fo preflingly 
follicited, was, that he would cut off her head, before fhe fhould fall into the hands of the enemy ; pro­
vided the Saracens fhould become mailers of the town. The fenior anfwered without heiitation, that lhe 
might depend upon his fword ; and owned he had taken that refolution even before fhe iignified her re­
queft.

Chap. 2. DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . 211



ing to the dictates o f my own confcience, and conformable to the order 
I profefs.” Then turning to Dorothea, “  Rife, moil beautiful lady, laid 
he, the boon you alk is granted.” “  Then, what I alk is this, refumed 
the damfel, that your magnanimity would immediately accompany me to 
the place from whence I came, and promife to attempt no other adventure, 
nor grant any other requeft, until you fhall have taken vengeance on a 
traitor who hath ufurped my crown, contrary to all right human and 
divine.” “  I grant your requeft, madam, anfwered Don Q uixote: hence­
forth you may difpel that melancholy with which you are depreffed, and 
let your fainting hope refume new ftrength and vigour; for, with the af- 
fiftance of God and this my arm, you fhall, in a fhort time, fee yourfelf 
reftored to your kingdom, and feated on the throne o f your royal ancef- 
tors, in defiance and defpite o f all thofe evil-defigning perfons who mean 
to oppofe you : let us fet hands to the work then, for, according to the 
common obfervation, Delay breeds danger.

The diftreffed damfel ftruggled with great perfeverance, to kifs his hand ; 
but, Don Quixote, who was in all refpe£ts a well-bred knight, would by 
no means allow fuch hum iliation; on the contrary, raifing her up, he 
embraced her with great politenefs and cordiality, ordering Sancho to fe- 
cure Rozinante’s girths, and help him to arm with all expedition. The 
fquire taking down the armour, which hung on a tree, in the manner o f 
a trophy, and adjufting the horfe’s girths, in a twinkling, equipped his 
mafter, who finding himfelf armed, “  Now, faid he, let us go, in the 
name o f God, to the afliftance o f this high-born lady.” The barber, who 
was all this time on his knees, at infinite pains to preferve his gravity and 
his beard, the fall o f which, perhaps, would have utterly ruined their 
laudable defign, when he found the boon was granted, and faw with what 
eagernefs the knight undertook to fulfil it, rofe up, and, with the affiftance 
o f Don Quixote, helped his lady upon her mule again ; then her protector 
beftrode Rozinante, and he himfelf mounted his own beaft, while Sancho 
Panza being left on foot, felt the lofs o f Dapple, anew : but, this he con­
tentedly bore, believing that his mafter was now in the right road, and 
almoft at the very point of being an em peror; for, he alfured himfelf that 
the knight would wed that princefs, and fo become king o f Micomicon 
at leaft : the only uneafinefs he felt, was, on account o f that kingdom’s 
being in the land o f negroes, fo that all his fervants and .vafials muft be 
black; but, his imagination fupplied him with a remedy for this incon­
venience, and he faid within himfelf, “  Suppofe my vaifals are negroes, 
what elfe have I to do, but tranfport them to Spain, where I can fell them 
for ready money, with which I may purchafe fome title or poft that will 
maintain me, unmarried, all the days o f my life ! No, to be fure, fieep

on,
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on, void of all invention or ability to difpofe o f your ware, and fell thirty 
or ten thoufand Haves in the turning o f a ftraw. Before God ! I ’ll make 
them fly, little and big, or juft as I may ; and, blacks as they are, turn 
them all into white and yellows. Let me alone to fuck my own Angers.” 
W ith thefe conceits he was fo much engroffed, and fo well fatisfied, that 
he actually forgot the pain o f travelling on foot.

Cardenio and the curate faw every thing that paffed from behind fome 
fufhes where they were hid, and could fall upon no method o f joining'' 
them conveniently, until the prieft, who was an excellent fchemer, thought 
o f an expedient for the purpofe: having a pair o f fciffars about him, he 
cut off the beard of Cardenio, with infinite difpatch, and giving him a 
grey jacket, with his own black cloak, he himfelf remaining in his doublet 
and'hofe, the tattered cavalier was fo much altered in point o f appearance, 
that he would fcarce have known himfelf had he looked in a glafs.- A l­
though the others were jogging on, while they difguifed themfelves in this 
manner, they eafily reached the highway, before the knight and his com­
pany, whofe beafts were retarded by the bufhes and rockynefs o f the 
ground : and taking their ftation juft at the mouth of the entrance to the 
mountain, no fooner perceived the knight and his attendants come forth,, 
than the curate looked earneftly at him a good while, as i f  he had been, 
recollecting a perfon whom he knew, then ran to him with open arms, 
crying aloud, “  Bleffed be this meeting with the mirror o f chivalry, my 
worthy compatriot Don Quixote de la Mancha,, the flower and cream o f 
gentility, the protestor and phyfician of the diftrefled, and quinteffence o f 
knights-errant!” So faying, he embraced the left knee of Don Quixote, 
who being aftonifhed at the words and aCtion of the man, began to con- 
fider his features with great attention, and at length, recollecting him, 
was ftruck dumb with admiration, at feeing him in that place, and made 
many efforts to alight, which when the prieft oppofed, “  Give me leave, 
Mr. Licentiate, faid he, it is not leemly, that I fhould remain on horfe- 
back, when fuch a reverend perfon as you travels on foot.” “  I will, by 
no means, anfwered the curate, confent to your alighting j flnce, on horfe- 
back, your mighty arm hath atchieved the greateft exploits and adven­
tures that this age hath feen : it fhall fuffice for me, who am but an un­
worthy prieft, to get up, with permiflion, behind this gentleman who tra­
vels in your worfhip’s company; and then I fliall imagine myfelf mount­
ed upon Pegafus, a Zebra, or that fiery courier that carried, the famous 
moor Muzaraque, who ftill lies enchanted in the vaft mountain Zulema, 
at a little diftance from the great Compluto.” “  I did not think of that 
expedient, Mr. Licentiate, refumed the knight, but, I know that my lady 
the princefs will, out of regard to me, be pleafed to order, her fquirc to

accommodate
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accommodate you with the faddle o f his mule, and he himfelf may ride' 
upon the crupper, if  the bead will carry double.” “  1 believe the will, 
faid the princefs ; and I am lure, there will be no occafion to lay my com­
mands upon my fquire, who is too courteous and polite, to fuffer an eccle- 
fiadic to travel on foot, when it is in his power to provide him with a 
bead.” “  Your majedy is in the right,” anfwered the barber, who inftant- 
ly alighting, complimented the curate with the faddle, which was accepted 
without much intreaty.”

But, the misfortune was, when the fquire attempted to get up behind, 
the mule, which was an hireling, confequently mifchievous, lifted up her 
hind legs, and kicked with fuch fury, that had they lighted on the head 
or bread of Mr. Nicholas, he would have had reafon to curfe the hour on 
which he fet out in qued of Don Q uixote: fuch, however, was his eon- 
fufion, that he came to the ground, and his beard being neglected, fell 
o f f ; fo that he could find no other method to prevent a difcovery, than to 
clap both hands to his face, with great expedition, and roar out that his 
teeth were demolifhed. Don Quixote, feeing that huge mafs o f beard 
torn from the jaw, without blood, and lying at a good didance from the 
fquire’s face ; “  Good heavens! cried he, what a wonderful phenomenon 
is th is! the beard is taken off and fhaved as clean by the heel o f the mule, 
as if  it had been done by the hand of a barber.” The curate, feeing the 
rifk he ran o f being dete<5ted in his fcheme, fnatched up the tail, and Tun­
ing with it to M r. Nicholas, who dill lay bellowing for help, pulled his 
head to his bread with one jerk, and clapping it on again, muttered fome 
words, which he faid, were an infallible charm for fixing on beards, as 
they fhould prefently fee; accordingly, when the affair was adjuded, he 
quitted the fquire, who now feemed as well bearded and as found as ever: 
a circumdance that, above meafure, furprized the knight, who begged, 
that the curate, at a proper opportunity, would impart to him the charm 
which, he imagined, mud contain more virtues than that o f cementing 
beards; becaufe it was plain, that where the hair was torn off, the fkin 
and flefh mud be lacerated and h u rt; and i f  the application could heal 
thefe wounded parts, it was good for fomething more than meer m uda- 
chios.” The curate confirmed his conjecture, and promifed to difclofe the 
fecret to him, with the fird proper opportunity : then it was agreed, that 
the pried fhould mount the mule by himfelf, and, with the other two, ride 
her by turns, until they fhould arrive at the inn, which was about two 
leagues off.

Don Quixote, the princefs, and the curate being thus mounted, and 
Cardenio, the barber, and Sancho Panza following on foot, the knight 
told the damfel, that her highnefs might conduct him whitherfoever fhe

pleafed ;

2 1 4  The L I F E  and A T C H I E V E M E N T S  of Book IV .'



pleated ; but, before file could make any reply, the pried: interpofed, fay­
ing, “  Towards what kingdom is your majefty journeying ? I am much m is ­
taken in my notions of kingdoms, if  you are not bound for Micomicon r” 
She, who had been well inftructed in her cue, concluding, that fhe muft 
anfwer in the affirmative, faid, “  Yes, fignor, that is the place o f my de- 
ftination.” “  Then you muft pafs through our village, anfwered the cu­
rate, and take»your route to Carthagena, where your highnefs may hap­
pily embark, and if  you meet with no hurricane, but be favoured with a 
fair wind and fmooth fea, in fomething lefs than nine years, you m ay; 
get fight o f that vaft lake Meona, I mean Meotides, which is a little more 
than one hundred days journey from your majefty’s kingdom.” “  Your 
worfhip muft be miftaken, faid the princefs, for, two years are not yet 
elapfed, fince I fet out from thence; and though the weather has been al­
ways bad, I have already obtained what I fo much longed after, namely, 
the fight o f fignor Don Quixote de la Mancha, whofe fame reached mine 
ears, as foon as I landed in Spain, and induced me to come in queft o f 
him, that I might follicit his courtefy, and truft my righteous caufe to the 
valour of his invincible arm.” “  Enough, madam, faid Don Quixote; 
fpare your encomiums ; for, I  am an utter enemy to all forts o f adulation ; 
and although you are not to be fufpedted of flattery, my chafte ears are al­
ways offended at that kind of difcourfe. W hat I can fafely affirm, is this;. 
Whether I have valour or not, here is he, valiant or pufillanimous, who 
will exert himfelf to the laft drop o f his blood, in the fervice o f your 
highnefs. But, this apart > pray, M r. Licentiate, what caufe hath brought 
you hither alone, where I am really aftonifhed to find you fo ill attended, 
and fo flightly cloathed.”

“  In that particular you fliall foon be fatisfied, anfwered the curate : your 
worfhip muft know that I and our friend Mr. Nicholas the barber, fet out 
for Sevil, to recover a fum of money, which wras fent to me by a relation 
-of mine that went to the Indies, a good many years ago no lefs than 
fixty thoufand pieces o f eight in good filver, which make no inconfi- 
derable fum ; and yefterday, palling through this place, we were fet upon 
by four highwaymen, who ftripped us even to our very whilkers, and 
that in fuch a manner as obliged the barber to wear artificial ones; and 
you may fee, pointing to Cardenio, how they have defpoiled the face of 
this young man who accompanied u s ; and the cream of the ftory is, that, 
according to the public report, which prevails in this neighbourhood, 
thofe who robbed us were galley-flaves, that, almoft in this very place, 
were let at liberty by a man fo valiant, as to let them all looi'e, in fpite 
o f the commiffary and his guards. Without all doubt, he muft have 
been deprived of his fenfes, or as great a villain as any o f thofe he freed,

or
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or fome perfon void o f all confcience and feeling, who could thus turn loofe 
the wolf among the lambs, the fox among the poultry, and the flies among 
the honey-pots j defrauding juflice, and rebelling againft his king and 
rightful fovereign, by atting contrary to his juft commands, in depriving 
the gallies o f their hands, and putting in confuflon the holy brotherhood, 
which hath continued fo many years in undifturbed repofe: in fliort, he 
hath done a deed that may tend to the perdition of his own foul as well as 
body.”

Sancho had before, recounted to them, the adventure o f the galley-flaves, 
which he had atchieved with fo much glory; and therefore, the curate 
urged it home, in order to obferve the behaviour o f Don Quixote, who 
changed colour at every word, without daring to own himfelf the deliverer 
o f that worthy crew. “  Thofe, added the prieft, were the perfons who rifled 
u s ; and God o f his infinite mercy forgive the man who prevented the pu- 
nilhment they fo richly deferved.”

C H A P .  III.

The pleafant artifice praclifed to extricate our enamoured knight from the 
moft rigorous penance lie had impofed upon himfelf.

S C A R C E  had the curate pronounced this apoftrophe, when Sancho 
blundered out, “  Then, in good faith, Mr. Licentiate, he who per­

formed this exploit was no other than my mafter; not, that I neglected to 
tell and advife him beforehand, to confider what he was about, and think 
what a fin it would be to let loofe thofe who were going to the gallies, for 
the moft grievous enormities.”  “  You blockhead, cried Don Quixote in- 
cenfed, it neither concerns, nor belongs to knights-errant, to examine whe­
ther the afflifted, the enflaved and opprefled, whom they meet on the high­
way, are reduced to thefe wretched circumftances by their crimes, or their 
misfortunes; our bufinefs is only to aflift them in their diftrefs, having an 
eye to their fufferings, and not to their demerits. I chanced to light upon a 
firing o f miferable and difcontented objects, in behalf o f whom, I afled ac­
cording to the didlates o f my religion, without minding the confequence; 
.and he who takes umbrage at what I have done, faving the {acred chara£ter 
and honourable perfon o f M r. Licentiate, is, I infift upon it, utterly igno­
rant o f chivalry, and lies like the bafe-born fon of a wrhore; and this afler- 
tion I will make good with my fword, in the moft ample manner.” So fay­
ing, he fixed himfelf in the ftirrups, and cocked his beaver; the barber’s ba- 
fon, which he miftook for Mambrino’s helmet hanging ufelefs at the faddle- 
bow, until the damage it received from the galley-flaves could be repaired. <

Dorothea,
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Dorothea, who was equally prudent and witty, underftanding that every 
body prefent, except Sancho, diverted themfelves with the extravagant hu­
mour o f Don Quixote, was willing to have her fhare of the entertainment, 
and accordingly, perceiving that his indignation was railed, “  Sir knight, 
{aid {lie, I hope your worfhip will remember your promife to me, by which, 
you are reftrifted from engaging in any other adventure, howfoever preff- 
ing it may be. Subdue your refentment therefore, and be allured, that had 
M r. Licentiate known the galley-flaves were let at liberty by that invin­
cible arm, he would have taken three flitches in his mouth, and bit his 
tongue three times, rather than have uttered one word that fhould redound 
to the prejudice o f  your worlhip.” “  That I fwear I would have done, faid 
the curate, ay, and have plucked off one of my whilkers to boot.” “  Madam, 
anfwered the knight, I am filent. I will reflrain the juft indignation which 
begins to rife within me, and proceed in the utmoft peace and quiet, until 
I fhall have fulfilled the boon I promifed to your highnefs: but, in recom- 
pence for this my kind intention, I befeech you, if  it be not too much 
trouble, to make me acquainted with the nature of your misfortune; and 
tell me the number, quality and condition o f thofe perfons on whom I am 
to take juft fatisfaftion and full vengeance, in your behalf.” “  W ith all my 
heart, anfwered Dorothea, tho’ I am afraid o f tiring you with a recital of 
my woes and misfortunes.” The knight allured her, that would be impof- 
fible; and {he refumed, “  Well then, be fo good as to favour me with your 
attention.”

A t thefe words, Cardenio and the barber went up clofe to her, in order 
to hear what ftory fhe, in her diferetion, would invent; and Sancho Panza, 
who was as much deceived as his mafter, followed their example. After 
file had feated herfelf firmly in the faddle, cleared her pipes with a hem 
or two, and made other preliminary geftures, fhe, with great fprightlinefs, 
thus began:

“  In the firft place, gentlemen, you muft know, that my name is -------”
Here fhe made-a full flop, having forgot how the curate had chriftened her: 
but, this defeft was foon remedied; for, immediately conceiving the caufe o f 
her hefitation, he faid, “  It is no wonder, madam, that your highnefs is di- 
llurbed and difordered at the recolleftion o f your misfortunes, which are 
often fo great, as to impair the memory to fuch a degree, that the afflicted 
cannot even remember their own nam es: this effect they have had upon 
you, madam, who have forgot that you are the princefs Micomicona legiti­
mate heirefs of the great kingdom of Micomicon. W ith the affiftance of 
this hint, your highnefs will eafily recal the whole thread of your ftory, to 
your forrowful remembrance.” “  You are in the right, replied rhedamfelj
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and I believe I flrall be able to bring my true narrative to a happy conclu­
sion, without further prompting.

The king, my father, whofe name was Tinacrio the fage, forefaw, by his 
profound lkill in magic, that my mother, who was called queen Xaramilla, 
would die before him, and that, as he himfelf muft quit this life foon after, 
I fhould be left an helplefs orphan : but, this confideration, he faid, did not 
give him fo much pain and confufion, as the certain foreknowledge, that a 
mondrous giant, lord o f a great illand that bordered on our kingdom, 
called Pandafilando of the gloomy afpedt: (for, it is affirmed, that altho’ his 
eyes are, like any other perfon’s, placed in the middle of his face, he always 
looks affiance, as i f  he fquinted; and this obliquity the malicious tyrant 
pradtifes, in order to furprifeand intimidate thofe who behold him :) I fay, 
my father forefaw by his art, that this giant, informed o f my being an or­
phan, would invade me with a great army, and deprive me of my whole 
kingdom, without leaving fo much as a village for my retreat; and that 
nothing could prevent this ruin and misfortune, unlefs I  would confent to 
marry h im : tho’, fo far as he could learn, it would never come into my 
thoughts, to make fuch an unequal m atch: and truly his conjecture was 
well founded; for, it never entered into my head, to wed any giant, or 
other perfon, howfoever tall and unmeafurable he might be. M y father, 
therefore, advifed me, that when, after his death, I fhould get notice that 
Pandafilando was beginning to invade my kingdom ; I fhould not flay to 
put myfelf in a pofture o f defence, which would prove my deflrudtion, but, 
freely leave him the pofTeffion o f my realms, i f  I was refolved to avoid my 
own death, and to prevent the total dedrudtion o f my good and faithful 
fubjedts; for, it would be impoffible to defend myfelf againfl the infernal 
force of the g ian t: but, that I fhould immediately fet out for Spain, where 
I  would find a remedy for all my misfortunes, in the perfon of a certain knight- 
errant, whofe fame would be, at that time, fpread over the whole kingdom, 
and whofe name, i f  I right remember, would be Don Hackfot or Kick- 
fot.” “  Don Quixote, your ladyfhip would fay, cried Sancho interpofmg, 
alias the knight of the rueful countenance.” “  The very fame, replied Do­
rothea ; he told me moreover, that this knight would be a tall man, with 
a long meagre vifage, and have on his right fide, below his left (boulder, or 
thereabouts, a grey mole garnifhed with hairs, which bear fome refem- 
blance to a hog’s bridles.”

Don Quixote hearing this circumdance, faid to his fquire, “  Come hither, 
fon Sancho, and help me to d r ip ; for, I want to fee i f  I am actually the 
knight o f whom that fage king foretold.” “  W hy fhould your worfhip drip ?v 
faid Dorothea, “  In order to lalisfy myfelf about that mole which your 
royal father mentioned. “  You need not give yourfelf that trouble, faid

Sancho,

2 1 8 The L I F E  and A T C F I I E V E M E N T S  of Book IW



•Sancho, I know your worfhip hath juft fuch a mole on the middle of your 
back-bone,which is a fign of ftrength.” “  That afturance is fufficient, refumed 
Dorothea, for, among friends, we ought not to ftand upon trifles j and it is 
o f very little confequence whether the mole be upon the flioulder or the 
back-bone; provided there is really fuch a mark on any part o f your body, 
which is all compofed of the fame fiefh: without doubt, my worthy father 
was right in every thing he prognofticated; and I have exactly followed his 
directions, in recommending my caufe to the protection of fignor Don 
Quixote, who is certainly the individual knight my father defcribed; fince 
his features correfpond with his fame, which fills not only Spain, but, like- 
wife the whole province o f la M ancha*; for, fcarce had I landed at Oflima* 
than hearing of his vaft exploits, my mind fuggefted that he muft be the 
very perfon I came in queft of.” “  How could your highnefs, faid Don 
Quixote, land at Oftiina, which is not a fea-port.”

Before file had time to make a reply, the curate took the talk upon him- 
felf, faying, “  The princefs muft mean, that after fhe landed at Malaga, 
Oftuna was the firft place in which fhe heard o f your worfhip,” “  That 
was my meaning, faid Dorothea.” <c There is nothing more plain, an- 
fwered the prieft, and now, your majefty may proceed.” “  I have nothing 
more to fay, refumed the princefs, but that, at length, deftiny has been lo 
favourable to me, in my finding Don Quixote, I reckon, and look upon 
myfelf as queen again, and miftrefs o f my whole realms, fince out of his 
great courtefy and magnificence, he hath promifed, in confequence o f the 
boon I afked, to go with me, whitherfoever I fhall conduct him ; and my 
intention is no other than to bring him face to face, with Pandafilando of 
the gloomy afpeCt, that he may, by puting him to death, reftore me to the 
pofleftion of that which he fo unjuftly ufurps: and all this will literally hap­
pen, as it was prophefied by my worthy father Tinacrio the fage, who hath 
alfo left it written in Chaldean or Greek characters, for, I cannot read 
them, that i f  the knight mentioned in the prophecy fliould, after having 
cut off the giant’s head, demand me in marriage, I muft inftantly accept of 
him as my lawful hufoand, without the leaft hefitation, and give him im­
mediate pofleftion of my perfon and throne.”

Don Quixote hearing this circumftance, cried, “  W hat d’ye think now, 
friend Sancho ? d’ye hear what pafles ? and did not I tell thee as much ? Ob- 
ferve now, whether or not, we have not a queen to marry, and a kingdom 
to govern.” “  Adzookers ! it is even fo, cried the fquire, and plague upon 
the fon of a whore who refufes to marry her, as foon as Mr. Pandahilado’s

* This is a diverting example of the Bathos, not unlike that anticlimax repeated in the art of 
linking.

Nor Alps, nor Appenines could keep us out,
Nor fortified redoubt! o

F f  2 weazond
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weazond is cu t: then, what a delicate morfel the queen is ! odd ! I wifli all 
the fleas in my bed were fuch as flie !” So faying, he cut a brace of capers, 
with marks of infinite fatisfadfion, then running up, and taking hold of 
the bridle o f Dorothea’s mule, made her halt, while he, falling down on 
his knees before her, befought the princefs to let him kifs her hand, in token 
o f his receiving her as his queen and miftrefs. Which o f the company 
could behold the madnefs o f the mafler, and the fimplicity o f the man, 
without laughing ! Dorothea adtually gave him her hand, and promifed to 
make him a grandee, as foon as, by the favour o f heaven, fhe fliould be re- 
ltored to the poflefiion of her kingdom j and he thanked her in terms which 
redoubled the mirth of all prefent.

“  This, gentlemen, added the damfel, is my ftory, and nothing now re­
mains, but to tell you, that o f all the people who attended me when I left 
my own country, not one furvives, except this well-bearded fquire j all the 
reft having perifhed in a dreadful ftorm that overtook us after we were within 
fight of land : he and I miraculoufly floated to the fhore on two planks; 
and indeed the whole courfe o f my life, as you may have obferved in my 
narration, hath been full o f myftery and wonder. I f  I have in any thing 
exceeded the bounds of credibility, or been lefs accurate than I ought, I 
hope you will impute it to that caufe afligned by the Licentiate, in the be­
ginning o f my ftory, namely, the continual and extraordinary afflidtion 
which often impairs the memory of the unfortunate.” “  But, mine fhall not 
be impaired, moft high and virtuous la d y ! faid Don Quixote, by all the 
misfortunes I fhall undergo in your fervice, let them be never fo great and 
unprecedented: therefore, I again confirm the boon I have promifed, and 
fvvear to attend you even to the world’s end, until I get fight o f that fero­
cious adverfary o f yours, whofe proud head I hope to flice off, with the af- 
fiftance o f God, my own arm, and the edge o f this (I will not fay good) 
fw ord; thanks to Gines de *  Paffamonte who run away with my o w n ( t h i s  
laft apoftrophe he muttered between his teeth, and then proceeded, aloud, fay­
ing} “  And after I fhall have deprived him o f his head, and put you in peace­
able poflefiion of your throne, you fhall be at free liberty to difpofe o f your 
perfon, according to your own will and pleafure; for, while my memoiy 
is engroffed, my will enflaved, and my underftanding fubjedted to her 
who— I fay no more, but, that it is impoflible I fhould incline, or have the 
leaft thought towards marrying any other perfon, t-ho’ flie were a perfect 
phoenix.”

Sancho was fo much difgufted at this laft declaration o f his mafter, 
refuftng the marriage, that raifing his voice, he cried, with great indigna-

* If the knight was robbed of his own fword by Gines; where did he find that which he wore on this 
occafion ?
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tion, “  Signor Don Quixote, I vow and fvvear your worfliip is crazy, elfe 
you would never boggle at marrying fuch a high-born princefs as this 1 Do 
you imagine that fortune will offer fuch good luck at every turn, as fhe- 
now prefents ? or pray, do you think my lady Dulcinea morehandfome than 
the princefs ? I am fure fhe is not half fo beautiful, and will even venture to 
fay, that lhe is not worthy to tie her majefty’s fhoe-ftrings. How the: 
plague fhall I ever obtain the earldom I expe£t, i f  your worfhip goes thus, 
a fifhing for mufhrooms at fea ? Marry her, marry her, in the devil’s 
name, without much ado; lay hold on this kingdom that drops, as it were, 
into your hand; and, after your coronation, make me a marquis or lord 
lieutenant, and then the devil, i f  he will, may run away with the reft.” 

Don Quixote was enraged, when lie heard fuch blafphemies uttered againft 
his miftrefs Dulcinea, and lifting up his lance, without fpeaking a fyllable, 
or giving the leaft notice of his intention, difeharged two fuch hearty blows 
upon the fquire, as brought him inltantly to the ground, and had not Doro­
thea called aloud, and begged of him to forbear, would certainly have mur­
dered poor Sancho on the fpot. “  Do you think, (laid lie, after foine paufe). 
you plebeian fcoundrel, that I will ahvays ftand with my hands in my pock­
ets ; and that there is nothing to- be done, but for you to miibehave, and for 
me to forgive you? I ’ll teach you better manners, you excommunicated 
rafeal, for fuch to be fure you are, elfe you would not wag your tongue 
againft the peerlefs Dulcinea. Don’t you know, you grovelling beggarly 
villain, that were it not for the valour with which fhe infpires this arm, 
I fhould not have enough to kill a flea ? Tell me, you viperifh fcoffer, what 
vou think hath won this kingdom, cut off the giant’s head, and made you 
a marquis, for all this I look upon as already done and determined ? Is it 
not the valour of Dulcinea that makes ufe of my arm as the inftrument of 
her exploits ? In me fhe fights and overcomes; in her I live, breathe, and 
have my being. O thou whorefon, ungrateful ruffian, who feeft thyfelf 
raifed from the duft o f the earth, to the rank o f nobility, and repayeft the 
obligation by flandering thy benefactrefs.”

Sancho, was not fo roughly handled but he heard every fyllable that his 
mafter fpoke, and flatting up as nimbly as he could, ran behind Dorothea’s 
palfrey, from whence, he faid to the knight, “  Pray, Sir, i f  your wrorihip 
is determined againft marrying this great princefs, is it not plain, that the 
kingdom cannot be yours; and if that be the cafe, what favours can you 
beftow upon me? This is what I complain of. I would your worlhip 
would, once for all, marry this queen, who is, as it were, rained down from 
heaven upon us; and then you may converfe with my lady Dulcinea, ac­
cording to the cuftom of fome kings who keep concubines. As to the af­
fair of beauty, I will not intermeddle, but, if  the truth may be told, I like

them
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them both very well, tho’ I never faw my lady Dulcinea in my life.” 
« How ! not feen her ? blafphemous traitor ! cried Don Quixote; have you 
not juft brought a meftage from her ?” “  I fay, anfwered Sancho, that when 
I  faw her, I had not an opportunity o f examining the particulars o f her 
beauty and good qualities one by one; but altogether, ftie pleafed me very 
much.” “  Now, Sancho, laid Don Quixote, I exculpate thee, and thou mult 
forgive what I did in my w rath; for, no man can command the ftrft emo­
tions o f his paflion.” “  That I can plainly perceive, anfwered the fquire, and 
therefore, the defire o f lpeaking is always the firft motion in m e; and truly, 
when once my tongue begins to itch, I cannot for my blood keep it within 
my teeth.” “  For all that, friend Sancho, faid the knight, I would have you 
confider before you fpeak; for, tho’ the pitcher goes often to the well— I 
need not mention what f o l l o w s “  In good time, replied the fquire, there is a 
God above, who fees the fnare, and will judge which o f us is moft to blame; 
I  in fpeaking, or your worfhip in doing evil.” “  Let there be no more of 
this, Sancho, faid Dorothea, but run and kifs your mafter’s hand, and beg 
his pardon; and henceforth, fet a better guard upon your praife, and dis­
paragement : above all things, beware o f faying any thing to the prejudice 
o f that lady Tobofa, whom I know by nothing elfe than my inclination 
to ferve h er: and i f  you put your truft in God, you will not fail o f acquir­
ing fome eftate, by which you will live like a prince.”

Sancho took her advice, and, hanging his head, went to beg a kifs o f his 
mafter’s hand, which was granted with great folemnity of deportment; 
nay, the knight gave him his blelling alfo, defiring he would attend him 
while he rode on a little before the reft o f the company, that he might have 
a better opportunity o f afking a few queftions, and converfing with him 
about affairs of the utmoft importance. Sancho obeyed the order, and the 
two having advanced a good way before the reft, “  Since thy return, faid 
Don Quixote, I have had neither time nor convenience, to enquire about 
many particular circumftances o f thy embafty, with the anfwer thou haft 
brought: and now, that fortune favours us with a fit opportunity, thou 
muft not deny me the pleafure I fhall receive from thy agreeable informa­
tion.” “  Your worfhip, anfwered the fquire, may afk as many queftions 
as you pleafe: I hope my anfwers will make the end anfwer the beginn­
ing of your content; but, I intreat your worfhip, dear Sir, not to be 
fo revengeful for the future: “  W hy do’ft thou call me revengeful,” 
faid the knight? “  Becaufe, refumed the fquire, thofe blows I was juft 
now honoured with, were more owing to the quarrel the devil picked be­
tween us, t’other night, than to any thing I faid againft my lady Dulcinea, 
whom I love and reverence as a relic, tho’ fhe be not one, merely, becaufe 
fhe appertains to your worfhip.” “  No more o f thefe reflexions, on thy 
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life, faid Don Quixote; elfe thou wilt give me frefh umbrage: I freely for­
gave thee at that time, and thou knoweft, that, according to the common 
obfervation, Every new fault, defervcs a new penance.”

While this converfation paffed between them, they perceived a man rid­
ing towards them on an afs; and, when he came a little nearer, difcerned 
him to be a gyphe: but, Sancho Panza, who fent his foul abroad with his 
eyes, to examine every afs that appeared, no fooner beheld the rider, than 
he recognifed Gines de PafTamonte, and by the thread o f the gypfie dis­
covered the clue of his own afs; for, it was actually Dapple that carried 
Palfamonte, who, for the better convenience o f felling the bead:, had dif- 
guiled himfelf in the drefs o f a gypfie, whofe language, with many others, 
he could fpeak as fluently as his mother tongue. Sancho faw and recollected 
him, and no fooner had he feen and recolleCted him, than he bellowed 
forth, <c Ah villain Ginefillo! reftore my goods— give me back the comfort 
o f my life— rob me not o f my heart’s content— give me my afs— give me 
my darling— fly, thief— fkip, robber; and feek not to preferve that which, 
is none of thy own.”

There was no need o f all this exclamation and re p ro a c h fo r , Gines 
leaped off at the firA word, and at a pretty round trot, which might have 
patTed for a gallop, made the belt o f his way, and vaniflied in a twinkling. 
Sancho running to his afs, embraced it with great affeCtion, faying, “  H ow 
had: thou been, my dear Dapple ? my trufty companion and joy o f my 
eyes!” Then kiffed and carefled it as if  it had been a chriftian; while Dapple 
very peaceably received thefe demonftrations of love and kindnefs, without 
anfwering one word. The whole company wifhed him joy of his recovery;, 
particularly Don Quixote, who allured him, that altho’ he had retrieved 
Dapple, the promife of the three colts fliould not be annulled 3 and Sancho 
thanked him for his generofity..

While the mailer and man were converiing by themfelves, the curate 
told Dorothea, that die had behaved with great difcretion in her ftory, both 
with regard to the matter and brevity of it, as well as the refemblance it bore. 
to thofe legends that are found in books o f chivalry. She obferved that fhe 
had employed a good part of her leifure time in reading fuch romances, 
but, being ignorant o f the fituation of different provinces and fea-ports,. 
Hie had fpoke at random, when fhe mentioned her landing at Olfuna.” “  I 
thought fo, refumed the prieft, and made all halle to adjult matters by what 
I faid: but, is it not very flrange, to fee with what facility this poor un­
fortunate gentleman fwallows all thofe lies and fictions, meerly, becaufe 
they are delivered in theftile and manner of his nonfenfical books r” “  So very 
flrange and lingular, faid Cardenio, that I queflion if  there be any genius 
whatever fo fertile as to frame fuch a character by the meer force of in— 
^ . a  ventionn*'
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v e n t i o n “  And what is a very remarkable circumftance, replied the cu­
rate, waving thofe extravagancies which this worthy gentleman utters 
upon the fubjebt of his dii'order, he can dilcourfe upon other topics with 
furprifing ability, and appears to be a man of great knowledge and intel- 
ledfs: fo that, i f  you do not touch upon chivalry, his hearers mult look 
upon him as a perfon of excellent underftanding.

While they were engaged in this converfation, Don Quixote proceeded in 
his with Sancho, to whom he faid, “  Come, friend Sancho, let us forget 
what is part, with regard to animofity, and tell me, without any ingredi­
ent of rancour and refentment, where and how you found Dulcinea ? W hat 
was Hie doing ? W hat did the fay ? W hat anfwer did die make ? How did 
die look when die read my letter ? Who tranfcribed it for her perufal ? Thefe 
particulars, and every other circumftance o f the affair,which you think worthy 
to be known, afked and anfwered, I expebl you will explain, without feeking 
to incrcafe my pleafure with falfe additions, much lefs to diminifh it by ma­
licious omillion.” “  Signor, anfwered Sancho, i f  the truth muft be told, 
no body tranfcribed the letter; becaufe I had no letter to be tranfcribed.” 
“  That is very true, replied the knight; for, two days after thy departure, I 
found the pocket-book in which it was written; a circumftance that gave 
me infinite pain, as I could not conceive what thou wouldft do, when the 
miftake diould appear; indeed I always imagined thou wouldft have re­
turned hither immediately upon the difcovery.” “  That would certainly 
have been the cafe, faid the lquire, if, when your worfhip read it to me, I 
had not retained it in my memory, fo perfect as to be able to dictate it to 
a parifti clerk, who, as I repeated, tranfcribed it fo exactly, that he faid, 
in all' the days of his life, tho’ he had read many letters o f excommunica­
tion, he had never feen fucli a clever letter as yours.” “  And doft thou ftill 
retain it,” faid Don Quixote. “  No, Sir, replied Sancho. For, after I had 
repeated it to the clerk, I thought there was no further occafion to retain it, 
and therefore let it flip out of my remembrance; or, i f  any part remains, it is
that o f the fubterrene----- 1 mean fovereign lady, and the conclufion, Yours
till death, the knight o f the rueful countenance j with about three hundred 
fouls, and lives, and pigfnies, which I fet down in the middle.”
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Cli^p. 4» DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a , **£:

C H A P .  IV.

The favoury converfation that pafled between Don Quixote and his fquire 
Sancho Panza; with many other incidents.

“  A L L  this is pretty well j proceed, faid Don Quixote : how was that
j f j L  queen o f beauty employed, when you arrived ? I dare fay, you 

found her bringing pearls, or embroidering fome device for this her cap­
tive knight, with threads o f gold.” “  No, truly, anfwered the fquire; I  
found her winnowing two bufhels o f wheat, in the yard.” “  Then you 
may depend upon it, refumed the knight, the grains of that wheat, were 
converted into pearls by the touch o f her hand : and didft thou obferve, 
my friend, whether it was o f the finer or ‘common fort ?” “  W hy neither, 
faid Sancho, it feemed to be as it were, red wheat.” “  But, fince it was 
winnowed by her fair hands, anfwered Don Quixote, I dare affirm, it will 
make the whiteft bread in Spain. Go on with thy information. When 
the letter was delivered did fhe not kifs it, and place it upon the crown of 
her head, in token o f refpedl ? did fhe not perform fome ceremony worthy 
o f the fender ? pray how did fhe receive it ?” “  When I  prefented the let­
ter, anfwered Sancho, fixe was in a main hurry, winnowing a large heap 
o f wheat that was in her fieve j and faid to me, Friend, lay down the 
letter on that fack; for I can’t pretend to read it, until I  have made an 
end o f my work.”  “  Difcreet lady ! cried the knight; her intention cer­
tainly was to read it at her leifure, that Ihe might recreate herfelf with the
contents.----- Proceed, Sancho----- and while fhe was thus employed, what
converfation pafied between you ? what queftions did file alk concerning 
me ? and what anfwers didft thou make ? Recount the whole, without leav­
ing one fyllable untold.”

“  She afked me no queftions, replied the fquire but, I told her, how 
I had left your worfhip doing penance for love of her, fkipping among 
thofe rocks, naked from the wafte, upwards, like a meer favage, fleeping 
on the bare ground ; negledting to eat your food like a chriftian, or to 
comb your beard like a decent man, but whining, and weeping, and curf- 
ing your fortune.” “  I f  you faid I curfed my fortune, you miifepre- 
fcnted me, faid Don Quixote j for, I blels my fate, and will blefs it all the 
days o f my life, for having made me worthy to alpire to the love of fuch 
an high lady as Dulcinea del Tobofo.” “  High indeed! anfwered Sancho, 
for, in faith fhe is a good hand taller than I am.” “  How, haft thou 
been meafured with her, Sancho ?” faid the knight. “  I ’ll tell you how', 
anfwered the fquire j while I was helping her to lay a load of corn upon
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an afs, we came fo clofe together, that I could eafily perceive fhe over-topped 
me by a full hand.” “  That may be true, faid Don Quixote j tho’ her tallnefs 
is accompanied and adorned by a myriad o f mental graces. But, this you 
will not deny, Sancho, that while you was fo near her, your noftrils were 
regaled by a fabaean odour, an aromatic fragrance, a certain delicious fen- 
fation, for which there is no name. I mean a fcent, a perfume, fuch as fills 
the fhop o f fome curious glover.” “  All that I can fay, anfwered Sancho, 
is, that I was fenfible o f a fort o f rammifh fmell, which I believe, was 
owing to her being in a muck fweat with hard work.” “  That is impof- 
fible, cried the knight; thy fenfe muft have been depraved ; or that fmell 
muft have proceeded from thy own body; for, I am perfectly well ac­
quainted with the odour o f that rofe among briars, that lilly o f the val­
ley, that liquid amber.” “  It may be fo, faid Sancho : I have often known 
fuch fmells come from myfelf, as then feemed to come from my lady Dul- 
c in ea : but that is not to be wondered a t ; becaufe, as the faying is, every 
fiend may ftink o f brimftone.”  “  W ell then, added Don Quixote, fhe 
hath now winnowed the wheat, and fent it to the mill, how did fhe be­
have after fhe had read my letter.”  “  The letter, anfwered Sancho, was 
not read at a l l : for, as fhe could neither read nor write, fhe chofe to rend 
and tear it to pieces, rather than give it to any body who might publifh 
her fecrets, in the village j faying, fhe was very well fatisfied with the in­
formation I gave her, by word o f mouth, concerning your worfhip’s love 
for her, and the extraordinary penance I left you doing on her account. 
Finally, file bad me tell you, that fhe kiffed your worfhip’s hands, being- 
much more defirous o f feeing than writing to you, and therefore fire in- 
treated and commanded your worfhip, by thefe prefents, to quit this de­
fart, and leave off playing the fool, arid forthwith fet out on your jour­
ney to Tobofo, provided that fomething elfe o f greater importance fhould 
not happen ; for, fhe longed very much for a fight o f your worfhip : and 
laughed heartily when I told her, that you had taken the name o f the 
knight of the rueful countenance. When I afked, i f  the Bifcavan had 
been lately with her, fhe anfwered, Yes j and that he was very much o f a 
gentleman: hut, when I inquired about the galley-flaves, fhe faid, fhe had 
as yet, feen none o f them.”

“  Hitherto, all goes well, faid the knight j but, pray tell me, what 
jewel file gave you at parting, for the news you had brought o f me her 
lover ; for, it is an ancient practice and cuftom among knights-errant and 
their miftreffes, to beftow upon their fquires, damfels or dwarfs, who bring 
them news o f each other, fome rich jewel, as a reward and acknowledg­
ment for the meffage” “  It may be fo, faid Sancho, and I think it an 
excellent cuftom but, that muft have been in times p a ft: for, in this;
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age, it is cuftomary to give nothing but a piece of bread and clieefe, which 
was all the prefent I received from my lady Dulcinea, who reached it over, 
the yard wall, when I took my leave; by this token, that the cheefe was 
made o f ewe’s milk.” “  She is liberal to excefs, faid the knight; and 
if  fhe omitted giving thee a jewel, it muff certainly have been owing to 
her not having any by her ; but all in good time * : I fliall fee her foon, and 
then every thing will be fet to rights. Yet, there is one thing, Sancho, 
which overwhelms me with aftonifhment. You feem to have travelled thro’ 
the air> for, you have fpent little more than three days in your journey; 
though Tobofo is more than thirty leagues diftant from hence. From this 
extraordinary expedition, I conjedlure, that the fage, who is my friend, 
and interefts himfelf in my affairs, and fuch there certainly is, and mull 
be, elfe I fhould be no true knight-errant : I fay, this enchanter mull have 
alfilled thee in thy journey, tho’ thou didll not perceive it ; for, fome 
there are o f that clafs, who will take up a knight-errant while he is afleep 
in his bed, and without his knowing any thing o f the matter, he fhall 
awake next morning in fome place more than a thoufand leagues from 
the houfe where he took up his lodging the night before; and without 
fuch fudden tranfportations, it would be impoflible for knights to fuccour 
each other in diftrefs; as they frequently do. A  knight-errant, for exam­
ple, happens to be fighting in the defarts o f Armenia, with fome fierce 
dragon, dreadful goblin, or rival knight; and being worfted, and juft at 
the point o f being flain, behold, when he leaft expedls it, there fuddenly 
appears in a cloud or fiery chariot, another knight, a friend o f his, who, 
but a minute before, refided in England, and who afiifts and delivers 
him from death: then that fame knight, finds himfelf fupping at his 
eafe, in his own houfe, which is often two or three thoufand leagues 
from the field o f battle : and all this is effected by the induftry and 
art of fage inchanters, who take thofe valiant knights under their pro­
tection.

Wherefore, friend Sancho, I can eafily believe, that thou haft in fo 
little time, travelled from hence to Tobofo and back again; becaufe, as I 
have already obferved, fome friendly fage muft have carried thee through 
the air, though tlrc>u didft not perceive it.” “  Not unlikely, replied the 
lquire, for, in good faith, Rozinante went like a gypfy’s afs, with quick- 
filver in his ears.” “  With quickfilver, cried the knight; ay, and a le­
gion of demons to boot, who are beings that travel themfelves, and make 
other people travel as faft as they pleafe, without tiring.
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But, waving this fubjeft, how do’ft thou think I ought to regulate my 
conduft, now that my miftrefs commands me to appear in her prefence! 
for, although I find myfelf obliged to comply with her orders, I am ut­
terly incapacitated by the boon I have granted to this princefs: and, I am 
bound, by the laws o f chivalry, to fulfil my promife, before I indulge my 
inclination. On one hand, I am perfecuted and harrafled by the defire o f 
feeing Dulcineaj on the other, la m  incited and invited by my honour, 
and the glory I fhall acquire in this enterprize. I am therefore determined 
to travel with all expedition, until I arrive at the place where the giant 
refides, and when I fhall have reftored the princefs to the peaceful poffef- 
fion of her kingdom, after having fhortned the ufurper by the head, I will 
return to the rays o f that beauty which enlightens my thoughts and ex- 
cufe myfelf in fuch a manner as to obtain her forgivenefs, as fhe will 
plainly perceive, that my delay tended to the increafe o f her glory and 
fam e: feeing all my reputation in arms, paft, prelent or to come, pro­
ceeds from her favour and infpiration ” “  L o rd ! cried Sancho, how
your worlhip is concerned about a parcel o f potfheards. Pray tell me, fir, 
do you intend to make this journey for nothing; and to let fuch a rich and 
noble marriage as this flip through your fingers, while the dowry is no 
lefs than a kingdom, which, I  have actually heard, is more than twenty 
thoufand leagues, round, plentifully ftored with every thing that is need­
ful for the fuflenance o f mortal man, and larger than Portugal and Caf- 
tile put together ? Hold your tongue, a God’s name, and take fhame to 
yourfelf, for what you have fa id : pardon my freedom, take my advice, 
and marry in the firfl place where we can find a curate; or make ufe o f  
our friend the licentiate, who will buckle you handfomely. Take notice, 
therefore, that I am of an age to give good counfel, and this that I offer 
will fit you to a hair j for, a bird in hand is worth two in the bufh j and, 
as the faying is, He that hath good in his view, and yet will not evil ef- 
chew, his folly deferveth to rue.”

“  Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote, if  thou advifeff me to m any, with 
a view o f feeing me king, after I fhall have killed the giant, that I may 
have an opportunity o f rewarding thee with what I have promifed, thou 
muft know, that I can eafily gratify thy wifhes, without wedding the prin­
cefs ; for, before I engage in the combat, I will covenant, that provided I. 
come off conqueror, and decline the marriage, I fhall have it in my power 
to difpofe o f one part o f the kingdom, as I fhall think proper; and to  
whom fhould I give it but to thee ?” “  That is very plain, replied the
fquire > but, I befeech your worfhip to make choice o f the fea-coaft, be- 
caufe, i f  I fhould happen to diflike the country, I may fliip off my black 
flaves, and fell them as I have already hinted. Wherefore, without trou­

bling
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bling yourfelf, at prefent, about my lady Dulcinea, I would have you go 
and llay the giant, and conclude that affair, from which, before G o d ! we 
lliall certainly reap much honour and advantage.” “  I tell thee, Sancho, 
laid Don Quixote, thou art in the right, and I will follow thy advice, 
fo far as it regards my attendance upon the princefs, before I vifit Dul­
cinea. But, fay not a word to any body, even thofe of our company not 
excepted, o f this converfation; for, as llle is fo referved and careful o f 
concealing her fentiments, it would be inexcufable in me, if  I, or any 
other thro’ my means, fhould difclofe them.” “  Since that is the cafe, faid 
the fquire, why does your worfhip command all thofe that are vanquilhed 
by your arm, to go and prefent themfelves before my lady Dulcinea? You 
may as well give it under your hand, that you are her true and trufty 
lover : for, i f  you compel them to fall upon their knees before her, and 
fay they are fent by your worfhip, to pay homage to her, how is it poffi- 
ble,, that the fentiments of either you or her can be concealed ?”

“  W hat an ignorant and limple fellow thou a r t ! refumed the knight, 
canft thou not fee that all this redounds to her praife and exaltation ?—  
Thou muff know, that in our ftile o f chivalry, it is deemed a great honour 
for a lady to be admired by a great many knights, whofe wifhes extend no 
farther than to the defire o f ferving her for her own fake, without expect­
ing any other reward for their great and manifold fervices, than the glory 
of being admitted into the number o f her knights.” “  In like manner, 
fiid  Sancho, I have heard a prieft in the pulpit, obferve, that we muff 
love our Saviour for his own fake, without being moved thereto, by any 
fear o f punifhment or hopes o f applaufe: though, for my own part, I am 
inclined to love and ferve him, on account of his power.” “  Now, the 
devil take the clown ! cried Don Quixote, he fometimes makes fuch fhrewd 
obfervations, that one would think he had actually ftudied !”  “  And yet,
upon my confcience, anfwered the fquire, I know not fo much as my 
letters.” At that inftant, mafter Nicholas calling aloud to them, to flop 
a little, that the reft might have time to drink at a fpring which they 
fcund in the w ay; Don Quixote turned back, to the no fmall latisfaCtion 
c f  Sancho, who was already tired,with telling lies, and afraid o f being 
detected by his m after; for, although he knew that Dulcinea was the 
daughter of a peafant at Tobofo, he had never feen her in his life. By this 
time Cardenio had put on the cloaths which Dorothea wore, when they 
found her, and though they were none of the moft elegant, he made a 
much better figure than with his tattered drefs, which he now threw away. 
The whole company fat down by the fpring, where, while they appealed 
the keen hunger that poflelfed them all, with what the curate had brought 
from the inn, a lad chanced to pafs that way, who, looking* earneftly at
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the whole company, at length ran up to Don Quixote, and embracing his 
knees, began to blubber moft heartily, faying, “  Ah ! fignor, don’t you 
know me ? look at me again ; I am that fame individual young man, call­
ed Andrew, whom your worfhip delivered from the tree to which I was- 
tied.” “  The knight recollected his features, and taking him by the hand, 
addrelfed himfelf to the company, in thefe words :

“  That you may fee of what importance knight-errantry is, to redrefs 
•the wrongs and grievances which are daily committed by the infolent and 
wicked wretches who live upon this earth, know, that as I palled by a 
wood fome time ago, I heard the fcreams and woeful cries o f lome afflict­
ed creature, in the utmoft diftrefs; and, in confequence of my oath and ob­
ligation, riding towards the place from which the lamentation feemed to 
come, I found this very young man tied to an oak tree ; and, I am glad 
from my foul, that he is here in perfon, to bear witnefs to the truth. I 
fay, he was bound to an oak, naked from the waift, upwards; and, a pea- 
fant, who, I afterwards underltood, was his mailer, flood fcourging him 
with the reins o f a bridle. When I enquired into the caufe o f this barba­
rous treatment, the ruftic anfwered, that he only whipped his own fervant, 
for being guilty o f fome negleCl that favoured more o f knavifhnefs than 
fimplicity. The boy protelled he had done nothing but alked his wages : 
to this affirmation, the mailer replied, by fome affeverations which I have 
forgot, but, though I heard his excufes, I would not admit o f them. In 
fhort, I ordered the peafant to untie the youth, and made him fwear, that 
he would carry him home, and pay him his wages in ready cafh, nay, and 
pay him in rials that fliould be perfumed. Is not this literally true, fon 
Andrew ? didil thou not obferve, with what authority I commanded, and 
with what humility he promifed to comply with every thing that I im- 
pofed, fuggelled and defired ? Anfwer without perturbation, or doubt, and 
tell this honourable company what palled, that they may fee, and be con­
vinced, o f what ufe it is, as I faid, to have knights-errant continually up­
on duty.

“  All that your w'orlhip hath told, is very true, anfwered the young 
m an ; but, the end of the bufmefs was quite the reverfe o f what you ima­
gined.” “  How ! the reverfe ! cried the knigh t; has not the peafant paid 
thee thy wages ?” “  Far from paying me my wages, faid Andrew, your
w'orfhip was no fooner out of the wrood, and we by ourfelves again, than 
he bound me a fecond time, to the fame oak, and lalhed me fo fevercly, 
that I remained like St. Bartholomew, Head alive j and, at every ftripe, he 
jeered and fcoffed and made game of your worfhip in fuch a manner, that 
i f  it had not been for the excefflve pain I felt, I could not have refrained 
from laughing at what he faid. In Ihort, he treated me fo cruelly, that

’till
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’till this very day, I have been in the hofpital, for the cure o f the wounds 
I received from that mifchievous farmer : and, truly your worfhip was tho 
caufe of all that I fuffered; for, i f  you had followed your own road, with­
out going where nobody called you, or meddling with other people’s af­
fairs, my matter would have been fatisfied with giving me a cool dozen or 
two, and then loofed and paid me my due. But, when your worfhip 
abufed him fo unfeafonably, and called him fo many bad names, his choler 
was inflamed, and as he could not be revenged upon you, as foon as you 
was gone, he difcharged the ftorm o f his wrath upon me, in fuch a man­
ner, that I fliall never be my own man again.”

“  The misfortune, faid the knight, was in my leaving him, before I 
had feen thee paid; for, I ought to have known, by long experience, that 
no peafant will keep his word, i f  he thinks it his intereft to break it. But, 
thou mayft remember, Andrew, that I fwore, i f  he did not perform his pro- 
mife, I would return, and fearch for him, until he fhould be found, even 
i f  he fhould hide himfelf in the whale’s belly.” “  Very true, replied An­
drew ; but that threat fignifies nothing.” “  Thou fhalt prefently fee w hat 
it fignifies, refumed Don Quixote, who getting up haflily, ordered Sancho 
to bridle Rozinante, who was following their example, in refrelhing him - 
felf with grafs.

When Dorothea afked what he intended to do, he replied, he was go.* 
ing in quefl o f the peafant, to chaftife him for his villainous behaviour, 
and make him pay Andrew to the laft farthing, in defpite and defiance o f 
all the ruftics upon earth.”  T o  this declaration, the anfwered, by defir­
ing him to confider that, according to the promifed boon, he could not 
engage in any enterprize, until her affair fhould be finifhed j and 
fince this ftipulation was known to himfelf better than to any other 
perfon, fhe intreated him to reprefs his refentment, till his return from 
her kingdom. “  That is very true, refumed the knight, and Andrew 
m ull wait with patience for my return, as your majefty obferves j but,
I repeat my oath and m y promife, never to defifl until I lhall have 
feen his wages paid, and his injuries revenged.” “  I don’t trull to 
tnofe oaths, faid Andrew, and would rather, at prefent, have where­
withal to bear my expences to Sevil, than all the revenge in the world ; 
be fo good, i f  you have any victuals, to give me fomething to eat upon 
my journey, and the Lord be with your worfhip and all knights-errant, 
who, I with, may always err as much in their Gvvn affairs, as they have 
done in mine.” Sancho, taking a luncheon of bread and cheefe from the 
ftore, gave it to the young man, faying, “  Here, brother Andrew, take 
th is : and now we have all fhared in your misfortune.” When Andrew 
afked, what fhare of it had fallen to him, he replied, “  That fliare of 
. , ~ “ breatl
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bread and cheefe which I have given yo u : and God knows whether 
I  lhall not feel the lofs o f it ; for, you mult know, friend, that we fquires 
o f knights-errant are fubjedt to many a hungry belly, with other misfor­
tunes which are more eafily felt than defcribed.”

Andrew accepted o f the bread and cheefe, and feeing that no body of­
fered him any thing elfe, made his bows, and as the faying is, took his foot 
in his *  hand. True it is, before he departed, he addrefled himfelf to Don 
Quixote, faying, “  For the love o f G o d ! Sir knight-errant, i f  ever you 
meet me again, fpare yourfelf the trouble o f coming to my affillance, even 
tho’ you fhould fee me cut into minced meat, but leave me to my misfor­
tune, which cannot be fo great, but that it may be increafed by the fuccour 
o f your worlhip, whom God confound, together with all the knights-errant 
that ever were born.” Don Quixote flailed up, in order to chaflife him, 
but, he ran away with fuch nimblenefs, that no body attempted to purfue 
h im ; and the knight was fo afhamed o f his exploit, that the company 
were at great pains to contain their laughter, to prevent his being quite out 
o f countenance. ,
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C H A P .  V.

W hich treats o f what happened to Don Quixote and his company at
the inn.

T H E I R  fumptuous meal being ended, they faddled their be alls, and 
without meeting any thing worthy o f mention, arrived next day at 

the very inn which was fo much the dread and terror o f Sancho; but, un­
willing as he was to enter, he could not avoid going into it. The innkeep­
er, his wife, daughter and Maritornes, feeing Don Quixote and Sancho at 
the gate, went out to receive them, with great demonllrations o f jo y ; and 
the knight returned their compliments with grave deportment and folemn 
approbation, defiring them to prepare a better bed for him than that which 
he had occupied before. T o  this demand, the landlady anfwered, that, 
provided he would pay better than he did before, he Ihould lye like a prince: 
he promifed to fee her fatisfied, and they immediately made up a tolerable 
bed, in the fame garret where he had formerly lodged, in which, he laid 
himfelf down, very much difordered, both in body and mind. He was no 
fooner locked up in his chamber, than the landlady attacked the barber, and 
feizing him by the beard, cried, By my faith ! you fhall no longer ufe my 
tail for a beard. Give me my tail, I lay, for, it is a lhame to fee how my 
hulband’s thing is bandied about for want of i t ; I mean the comb that he
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ufed to flick in my tail.” But, the barber would not part with it, for all 
her tugging, until the prieft defired him to reftore it ; becaufe there was no 
further occafion for the difguife, as he might now appear in his own fhape, 
and tell the knight, that after he had been robbed by the galley-llaves, he 
had fled to that in n ; and if  he fhould enquire for the princefs’s gentleman 
uflier, they would tell him, fhe had difpatched him away before her, to 
advertife her friends and fubjecls, that flie was upon the road, accompanied 
by the deliverer of them all. Thus fatisfied, the barber willingly reftored the 
landlady’s tail, and every thing elfe they had borrowed, with a view of dis­
engaging Don Quixote from the mountain; and all the people of the inn 
were aftoniflied at the beauty of Dorothea, as alfo at the genteel mien of 
the fwain Cardenio. The curate ordered them to get ready fomething to 
eat; and the innkeeper, in hope o f being well paid, drefled, with all difpatch, 
a pretty reafonable dinner, but, they did not think proper to waken Don 
Quixote, who, they believed, flood at that time more in need of fleep than 
o f food.

The difeourfe at table, in prefence o f the innkeeper, his wife, daughter, 
Maritornes, and all the other lodgers, happening to turn upon the uncom­
mon madnefs o f the knight, and the condition in which they found him ; 
the hoftefs recounted to them, what had happened in her houfe, between 
him and the carrier; then looking round the room, and feeing Sancho was 
not prefent, fhe told the whole flory o f the blanketting, to the no fmall enter­
tainment of the company. The curate obferving that Don Quixote’s un- 
derftanding was difordered by the books o f chivalry he had read, the inn­
keeper replied, “  I cannot conceive how that is poflible; for, really, in my 
opinion, they are the beft reading in the world : I have now in my cuflody 
two or three o f them, together with fome other papers, which, I verily be­
lieve, have preferved not only my life, but alfo that of many others; for, in 
harveft time, a great number of reapers come hither, to pafs the heat o f the 
d ay ; and there being always, one among them, who can read, he takes 
up a book, and we, to the number o f thirty or more, forming a ring about 
him, liften with fuch pleafure, as were enough to make an old man grow 
young again ; at leaft, I can fay for myfelf, when I hear him read of thofe 
furious and terrible ftrokes that have been given by certain knights, I am 
leized with the defire of being at it m yfelf; and could liften to luch ftories 
whole nights and days without ceafing.” “  I wifh you would, with all my 
heart, replied the w ife ; for, I am fure, I never enjoy a quiet minute in the 
houfe, except when they are reading, and then you are fo bamboozled with 
what you hear, you forget to fcold for that time.” “  That is the very 
truth of the matter, faid Maritornes; in good faith, I myfelf am hugely 
diverted, when I hear thofe things; they are fo clever, efpecially when they 
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tell as how yon t’other lady lay among orange trees, in the embraces o f her 
knight, while a duenna half dead with envy and furprize, kept fentry over 
them----- odd! all thele things make my chops water.”

« And what is your opinion of the matter, my young miftrefs, faid the- 
prieft to the innkeeper’s daughter?” “  Truly, fignor, I don’t well knov/, Hie 
replied ; but, liften among the reft, and really, tho’ I do not underftand it,
I am pleafed with what I hear: yet, I take no delight in thofe ftrokes that 
my father loves ; but, in the lamentations made by the knights, when they 
are abfent from their miftreffes, which in good footh, often make me weep 
with companion.” “  Then you would foon give them relief, i f  they 
mourned for you, my pretty maid, faid Dorothea?” “  I don’t know what 
I  fhould do, anfwered the girl ; but, this I  know, that fome o f thofe ladies 
are fo cruel, their knights call them lions, tygers, and a thoufand other 
reproachful names. Je fu s! I can’t conceive what fort o f folks thofe muft 
be, who are fo hard-hearted and unconfcionable as to let a man o f honour 
die, or lofe his fenfes, rather than take the leaft notice o f h im : why ftiould 
they be fo coy ? i f  their fuitors court them in an honeft way, let them mar­
ry, and that is all the men defire.” “  Hold your peace, child, faid the 
landlady j methinks, you are too well acquainted with thefe things: young 
maidens, like you, ftiould neither know nor fpeak fo much.” The daughter 
faid, as the gentleman alked her the queftion, ftie could do no lefs than an- 
fwer him ; and the curate demanding a fight o f the books, “  W ith all my 
heart,” replied the innkeeper, who going to his own chamber, brought out 
an old portmanteau fecured with a chain, which being opened, the prieft 
found in it three large volumes, and fome manuferipts written in a very 
fair chara&er.

The firft book they opened appeared to be Don Cirongilio o f Thrace, 
the fecond, Felixmarte o f Hyrcania, and the third was the hiftory o f that 
great captain Gon5alo Hernandes de Cordova, with the life o f Diego Gar­
cia de Paredes. The curate having read the titles o f the two firft, turned 
to the barber, faying, “ W e now want our friends the houfekeeper and 
eoufin.” “  Not at all, anfwered M r. Nicholas, I  myfelf can convey them, 
to the yard, or rather to the chimney, where there is actually a fpecial good 
fire.” “ W hat! you intend to burn .thefe books, then, faid the innkeeper?” 
“  Only thefe two, anfwered the curate, pointing to Don Cirongilio and 
Felixmarte.”  “  I fuppofe then, refumed the landlord, my books are here­
tic and flegmatic?” “  You mean fchifmatie, honeft friend, and not flegma- 
tic, faid the barber.” “  Even fo, replied the landlord; but, i f  any o f them 
be burnt, let it be the hiftory o f that great captain, together with Diego 
G arcia; for, I would rather fuffer you to commit my fon to the flames, 
than to burn e’er a one o f the reft.” “  Ileark ye, brother, faid the curate,

thefe
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thefe two books are (luffed with lies, vanity and extravagance; but, that of 
the great captain is a true hidory, containing the exploits o f Gon$alo 
Hernandez de Cordova, who, by his numerous and valiant achievements, 
acquired all the world over, the epithet of the great captain, a renowned 
and fplendid appellation, merited by him alone: and that Diego Garcia de 
Paredes was a noble cavalier, born in the city o f Truxillo in Edremadura, 
a  mod valiant foldier, and endowed with fuch bodily drength, that with a 
lingle finger, he could dop a mill-wheel in the heat o f its motion j and 
being once poded at one end o f a bridge, with a two-handed fword, he 
alone prevented a vad army from palling over i t : he performed a great 
many adlions o f the fame kind, which he himfelf hath recounted with all 
the modedy o f a gentleman who writes his own memoirs ; whereas, had 
they been committed to writing, by any other free and difpaflionate au­
thor, they would have eclipfed all the Hectors, Achillefes and Orlandos that 
ever lived.” “  You may tell fuch du ff to my grannam, faid the innkeeper. 
Lord ! how you are furprifed at the dopping o f a mill-wheel! before God ! 
I advife your worfhip to read, as I  have done, the hidory o f Felixmarte of 
Hyrcania, who, with a fingle backdroke, cut five giants thro’ the middle, 
as eafily as if  they had been made of beans, like the figures with which the 
boys divert themfelves. Another time, he engaged a mod infinite and pow­
erful army, confiding o f a million and fix hundred thoufand foldiers, all 
armed capapee, whom he totally routed, as if  they had been flocks of flieep. 
Then what fhall we fay o f ♦ he mod excellent Don Cirongilio o f Thrace, who 
was fo valiant and couragious, as may be feen in the book o f his hidory, 
that while he was failing on a river, a fiery ferpent rofe above the w'ater, 
which he no fooner faw, than leaping on its back, he fadened himfelf adride 
upon its fcaly fhoulders, and feized it by the throat, with both hands, fo 
forcibly, that the ferpent feeling itfelf well nigh drangled, could find no 
other remedy but to dive to the bottom, with the knight, who would not 
quit his hold, and when he had defcended a great way, he found himfelf 
in a palace fituated in the midd o f a garden that was wonderfully pleafant; 
and then the ferpent turned itfelf into an ancient man, who told him fuch
things as you would rejoice to hear----- Say no more, fignor, i f  you was to
hear it, you would run dark mad for joy----- fo that, a fig for your great
captain, and that fame Diego Garcia you talk of.”

Dorothea hearing this harrangue, whifpered to Cardenio, <c Our hod 
wants not much to make the fecond edition of Don Quixote.” “  I think fo 
too, anfwered Cardenio j for, by his difcourfe, he feems to take it for 
granted, that every thing which is recounted in thefe books, is neither more 
nor lefs than the truth; and all the capuchins in. Spain will not be able to 
alter his belief.” “  Confider, brother, refumed.the curate, that there ne-
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ver was upon earth, fuch a perfon as Felixmarte o f Hyrcania, nor Don 
Cirongilio o f Thrace, nor any other o f fuch knights as are celebrated in 
books o f chivalry. The whole is a fidtion compofed by idle perfons o f  
genius, for the very purpofe you mentioned, namely paftime, which was 
the aim o f your reapers j for, I fwear to you, no fuch knights ever exifted, 
nor were any fuch exploits and extravagancies ever performed in this world.” 
“  You muff throw that bone to fome other dog, replied the landlord, as if  
I did not know that two and three make five ; or where my own fhoe pin­
ches. Your worfhip mull not think to feed me with pap, for, egad I am 
no fuch fuckling: a good joke, faith! You would make me believe that 
all the contents o f thefe books are madnefs and lies, altho’ they are 
printed by licence from the king’s council j as i f  they were perfons who 
would wink at the printing o f fuch lies, battles and enchantments as turn 
people’s brains.” “  Friend, replied the curate, I have already told you, 
that they are defigned for the amufement of our idle hours; and as in every 
well-governed commonwealth, the games o f chefs, billiards and tennis, are 
licenfed for the entertainment o f thofe who neither can nor ought to work j 
in like manner, thofe books are allowed to be printed; on the fuppofition, 
that no body is fo ignorant as to believe a fyllable o f what they contain; 
and i f  I was now permitted, or the company required it, I could give fome 
hints towards the improvement o f books o f chivalry, which perhaps might 
be both ferviceable and entertaining j but, I hope, the time wall come, 
when I may have an opportunity o f imparting my fuggeltions to thofe who 
can convert them to general ufe: mean while, M r. Publican, you may de­
pend upon the truth o f what I have faid; take your books away, and fettle 
the affair o f their truth or falfehood, juft as your own comprehenfion will 
perm it; much good may they do you, and God grant that you may never 
halt on the fame foot o f which your lodger Don Quixote is lame.” “  I 
hope, anfwered the innkeeper, I ftiall never be mad enough to turn knight- 
errant, as I can eafily perceive that the cuftoms nowr-a-clays are quite diffe­
rent from thofe in times paft, when, as it is reported, thofe famous heroes 
travelled about the world.”

Sancho, who had come into the room, about the middle o f this conver- 
fation, w'as very much confounded and perplexed, when he heard them ob- 
ferve, that there was no fuch thing as knight-errantry in the prefent age, 
and that all the books of chivalry were filled with extravagance and fic­
tion : he therefore determined wdthin himfelf, to wait the ilfue of his ma­
iler’s laft undertaking j and if  it fhouM notfucceed as happily as he expelled, 
to leave him, and return, with his wife and children, to his former labour.

When the innkeeper took up the portmanteau with the beoks, in order 
to c-any them away, <c Stay, foid the curate, until 1  examine thefe papers

which

236 The LIFE and A C H I E V E M E N T S  of BookIV.



which are written in fuch a fair character.” The landlord accordingly pulled, 
out a manufcript, confiding o f eight fheets o f paper, intitled, in large let­
ters, *  The novel of the Impertinent Curiofity. The pried having read three 
or four lines, within himfelf, faid, “  Really the title of this novel pleafeS' 
me fo much, that I have a drong inclination, to perufe the whole.” T o  
this obfervation, the innkeeper replied, “  Then your reverence may read it 
aloud ; for, you mud know, the reading o f it hath given great fatisfadfion 
to feveral lodgers at thi3 inn, who have earnedly begged the copy: but, that 
requed I would not comply with, becaufe I expedl that the perfon who 
left the portmanteau with the books and papers, in a midake, will return, 
on pur pole to fetch them; or, you know, he may chance to travel this 
way, on other bufinefs ; and tho’ I diould mifs them heavily, in faith, they 
fhallbe redored; for, tho’ an innkeeper, l  am dill a chridian.” “ 'Friend, 
faid the curate, you are very much in the right ; but for all that, if  I like 
the novel, you diall give me leave to tranfcribe it.” “  W ith all my heart, 
replied the landlord.” While this difcourfe palled between them, Cardenio 
having taken taken up the manufcript, and begun to read, was of the cu­
rate’s opinion, and intreated him to read it aloud, that the whole company 
might hear it. “  I will, anfwered the pried, i f  you think we had not better 
fpend the time in deeping than in reading.” “  For my own part, faid Do­
rothea, it will be a fufficient refrelhment for me, to liden to fome enter­
taining d o ry ; for, my mind is not compofed enough to let me deep, even 
if  I dood in need of repofe.” “  I f  that be the cafe, redimed the curate, I 
will read it out of curiofity, at a venture, and perhaps, it will yield us 
fome entertainment into the bargain.” Mader Nicholas earnedly joined 
in the requed, and Sancho himfelf expreded a defire of hearing it ; upon 
which, the licentiate finding he diould pleafe the whole company, as vveH 
as himfelf; “ Well then, faid lie, liden with attention, for the novel begins 
in this manner
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C H A P .  VI.

The novel of the impertinent curiofity.

I’N  Florence, a rich and celebrated city o f Italy, fituated in the province 
called Tufcany, lived Anfelmo and Lothario, two wealthy and noble ca­

valiers, fo flriddly united in the bands o f amity, that every body who knew 
them, called them by way o f excellence and epithet, the Tw o Friends: and 
indeed, being both batehelors, and their age and education fo much alike, 
it was not to be wondered at, i f  a reciprocal affeddion fprung up between 
them : true it is, Anfelmo was rather more addidded to amorous paftime 
than Lothario, whofe chief delight was in hunting; yet, upon occafion, 
Anfelmo could quit his own amufements to purfue thofe o f his friend; and 
Lothario could poftpone his favourite diverfion, in order to praddife that o f 
Anfelm o: in this manner, their inclinations proceeded fo mutually, that 
no clock ever went with more regularity. Anfelmo happened to fall defpe- 
rately in love with a young lady o f rank and beauty, in the fame city, de­
fended from fuch a noble family, and fo amiable in herfelf, that he deter­
mined, with the approbation o f his friend, without which he did nothing, 
to demand her o f her parents, in m arriage; and accordingly, put his refo- 
lution in practice. Lothario was intrufted with the meffage, and con­
cluded the affair fo much to the fatisfaddion o f his friend, that in a very 
little time, Anfelmo faw himfelf in polTeflion o f his heart’s defire j and Ca­
milla thought herfelf fo happy in having obtained fuch a hufband, that fhe 
was incelfant in her acknowledgments to heaven and Lothario, by whofe 
mediation her happinefs was effedded.

During the firft two days after marriage, which are commonly fpent in 
feafting and mirth, Lothario, as ufual, frequented thehoufe o f his friend, with 
a view of honouring his nuptials, and endeavouring, as much as in him lay, 
to promote the joy and feftivity attending all fuchoccafions: but, the wedding 
being over, and the frequency o f vifits and congratulations abated, he began 
carefully and gradually to abfent himfelf from Anfelmo’s houfe, thinking, 
as every prudent perfon would naturally conclude, that a man ought not 
to vifit and frequent the houfe o f a friend after he is married, in the fame 
manner as he had praddifed, while he was fingle; for, tho’ fufpicion fhould 
never find harbour with true and virtuous friendlhip, yet the honour o f a 
married man is fo delicate, as to be thought fubjedd to injury, not only from 
a friend, but even from a brother. Anfelmo perceived Lothario’s remiffnefs, 
and complained o f it loudly, faying, that i f  he had thought his marriage 
would have impaired their former correfpondence, he never would have al­

tered
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tered his condition j and begged, that as by the mutual friendftiip which 
infpired them while he was Tingle, they had acquired fuch an agreeable 
title as that of The two friends, he would not now fuffer that endearing and 
celebrated name to be loft, by a fcrupulous adherence to meer form and 
punctilio. He therefore in treated him, i f  he might be allowed to ufe the 
expreflion, to be mafter o f his houfe, and to come in and go out as for­
merly, alluring him that the inclinations of Camilla, in that refpecl, were 
exactly conformable to his own j and that, knowing the perfedt friendfhip 
which fubfifted between them, fhe was extremely mortified at his late 
fhynefs.

T o  thefe and many other arguments ufed by Anfelmo,. to perfuade his 
friend to frequent his houfe as ufual, Lothario anfwered with fuch pru­
dence, force and difeernment, that the other was convinced o f his difereet 
condudl; and it was agreed betwixt them, that Lothario fliould dine with 
him twice a week, befides holidays ; but, notwithftanding this agreement, 
he refolved to comply with it no further than he fhould fee convenient 
for the honour o f Anfelmo, which was dearer to him than his own. He 
faid, and his obfervation was juft, that a man on whom heaven hath be­
llowed a beautiful wife, fhould be as cautious o f the men he brings hom e. 
to his houfe, as careful in obferving the female friends with whom his 
fpoufe converfes, abroad : for, that which cannot be performed, nor con­
certed in the ftreet or the church, or at public Thews and diverfions, with 
which a hulband muft fometimes indulge his wife, may be eafily tranfadled 
in the houfe o f a female friend or relation, in whom his chief confidence 
is repofed. Wherefore, Lothario cbferved, that every married man had 
occafion for fome friend to apprize him o f any omilfian in her conduct; 
for, it often happens, that, he is too much in love with his wife, to obferve,. 
or too much afraid o f offending her, to preferibe limits to her behaviour, 
in thofe things, the following or efehewing o f which, may tend to his ho­
nour or reproach: whereas, that inconvenience might be eafily amended 
by the advice of a friend. But, where fhall we find fuch a zealous, dif­
ereet trufty friend, as is here required ? I really know not, except in Lo­
thario himfelf, who confulting the honour o f Anfelmo, with the.utmoft 
care and circumfpedlion, was at great pains to contradl, abridge and di- 
minifh the number of the days on which he had agreed to frequent his 
houfe; tiiat the idle vulgar, and prying eyes of malice, might not indulge 
their love of flander, when they perceived a genteel young man o f fuch. 
birth, fortune, and accomplifhments as he knew himfelf poffeffed of, go 
into the houle of fuch a celebrated beauty as Camilla j for, although his 
virtue and honour might be a fufficient check to the moft malevolent* 
tongue, he would not exp ofe his own character, or that of his friend, to
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the finalleft cenfure; and therefore, employed the greateft part o f thofe 
days on which he had agreed to vifit Anfelmo, in  fuch things ‘as he pre­
tended, were indifpenfable: fo that when they were prefent, a great deal 
o f time was confumed by the complaints o f the one, and the excufes o f 
the other. One day, however, as they were walking through a meadow, 
near the fuburbs o f the city, Anfelmo addrdfed himfelf to Lothario in 
thefe term s:

“  You believe, my friend Lothario, that I can never be thankful enough 
to heaven, for the bleflings I enjoy, not only in the mod indulgent parents, 
and in the abundance o f thofe things which are called the goods o f na­
ture and fortune ; but, alfo in a friend like you, and a wife like Camilla ; 
two pledges which I efteem, i f  not as highly as I ought, at leaft, as much 
ns I  can. Yet, though I pofiefs all thofe benefits which ufually conftitute 
the happinefs o f mankind, I find myfelf one o f the moll difgufled and 
difcontented men alive. I have been for thefe many days, fo harraffed and 
fatigued with fuch an odd unaccountable defire, that I cannot help being 
amazed at my infatuation, for which I often blame and rebuke myfelf, 
endeavouring to fupprefs and conceal it from my own reflexion : but, I 
find it as impoffible to keep the fecret, as i f  I had induftrioufly publilhed. 
it to the whole world ; and fince it muff actually be difclofed to l'ome body, 
I  would have it depofited in the molt fecret archives o f your heart; in full 
confidence, that by the diligence which you, as a trufty friend, will exert 
in my behalf, when you know it, I fhall loon fee myfelf delivered front 
that anxiety to which it hath reduced m e; and by your afliduity be raifed 
to a pitch o f joy, equal to the degree o f vexation which my own folly 
hath intailed upon me.”

Lothario was altonifhed at this difeourfe o f Anfelmo, as he could not 
comprehend the meaning o f fuch a long preface and preamble ; and en­
deavoured, by revolving every thing in his imagination, to find out what 
this defire could be, that preyed fo much upon the fpirits o f his friend ; 
but, finding himfelf always wide of the mark, he was willing to eafe him­
felf immediately o f the cxceftive pain his fufpence occafioned; and with 
this view, told Anfelmo, that he did a manifelt injury to the warmth of 
his friendflrip, in going about the bufh, feeking indirect methods to im­
part his moft fecret thoughts, fince he was well allured, that he might 
entirely depend upon him, either for advice to fupprefs, or aftiltance to 
fupport them. “  I am well convinced o f the truth o f what you fay, an- 
fwered Anfelmo j and in that confidence will tell you, my friend, that the 
defire with which I am polfeffed, is to be certain, whether or not my wife 
Camilla is as virtuous and perfedt as I believe her to be : and this truth I 
ihall never be fully perfuaded of, until the perfection o f her nature appear

240 The LIFE and ATCIIIEVEMENTS of Book IV.



upon trial, as pure gold is proved by fire : for, it is my opinion, that there 
is no woman virtuous, but in proportion to the follicitation the hath with- 
ftood; and, that file only is chafte, who hath not yielded to the pro- 
mifes, prefents, tears and continual importunities of perlevering lovers. 
And pray, where is the merit in a woman’s being chafte, when nobody 
ever courted her to be otherwife ? what wonder, that flie fhould be referr­
ed and cautious, who has no opportunity of indulging loofe inclinations, 
and who knows her hufband would immediately put her to death, fhould 
he once catch her tripping ? Wherefore, I can never entertain the fame de­
gree of efteem for a woman who is chafte out of fear, or want of opportu­
nity, as I would for her who hath triumphed over perfeverancc o f folici- 
tation: fo that, for thefe and many other reafons I could urge to fandtion 
and enforce my opinion, I defire that my wife Camilla may undergo the 
tell, and be refined in the fire o f importunate addreffes, by one pofieffed 
o f fufficient accomplifhments to infpire a woman with love j and, if  fhe 
comes off, as I believe fhe will, victorious, in the trial, I fhall think my 
own happinefs unparalelled. I fhall then, be able to fay, that my willies 
are fulfilled; and that fhe hath fallen to my lot, o f whom the wife mail 
faith, “  Who hath found her ?” And even, i f  the contrary of what I ex- 
pedl, fhould happen, the fatisfaclion o f feeing my opinion confirmed, will 
help me to bear with rpatience that which would otherwife prove fuch a 
coftly experiment. Suppofing then, that nothing you can fay, in oppofi- 
tion to this defire of mine, can avail in diverting me from my purpofe, I 
expedl and intreat that you, my friend Lothario, will condefcend to be the 
inftrument with which I execute this work of my inclination. I will give 
you proper opportunities, and fupply you with every thing I fee neceffary 
for folliciting a woman of virtue, honour and difinterefted referve: and, 
what, among other things, induces me to entruft you with this enterprize, 
is the confideration, that fhould Camilla’s fcruples be overcome, you will 
not purfue your conqueft to the laft circumftance o f rigour, but only fup- 
pofe that done, which for good reafon, ought to remain undone; fo that 
I fhall be injured by her inclination alone, and my wrongs lie buried in 
the virtue of your filence, which, I know, in whatever concerns my wel­
fare, will be eternal as that o f death. Wherefore, if  you would have me 
enjoy what deferves to be called life, you will forthwith undertake this 
amorous conteft, not with lukewarmnels and languor, but with that eager- 
nefs and diligence which correfponds with my with, and the confidence in 
which I am fecured by your friendfhip.”

Such was the difeourfe o f Anfelmo, to which Lothario liftened fo atten­
tively, that, except what he is already laid to have uttered, he did not 
open his lips, until his friend had finiihed his propofal; but, finding he 
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had nothing more to alledge, after having, for fome time, gazed upon, 
him as an objeft hitherto unfeen, that infpired him with aftonifliment 
and furprize: “  I cannot be perfuaded, Anfelmo, faid he, but what you 
have faid was fpoke in jeft, for, had I thought you in earned:, I fhould 
not have fuffered you to proceed fo far, but, by refilling to liflen, have 
prevented fuch a long harangue. Without doubt, you mud: either miftake 
my difpofition, or I be utterly unacquainted with yours; and yet, I know 
you to be Anlelmo, and you mud: be fenfible that I am Lothario : the 
misfortune is, I no longer find you the fame Anfelmo you wont to be, nor 
do I appear to you the fame Lothario as before ; your difcourie favours 
not o f that Anfelmo who was my friend; nor is what you afk, a thing 
to be demanded of that Lothario who diared your confidence. Good men, 
as a certain poet obferves, may try and avail themfelves o f their friends, 
Ufque ad aras ; but, not prefume upon their friendfhip, in tilings con­
trary to the decrees o f heaven. Now, i f  a heathen entertained fuch ideas 
o f friendfhip, how much more diould they be cherifhed by a chriftian, 
who knows, that no human affection ought to interfere with our love to 
G o d : and, when a perfon ftretches his connexions fo far, as to lay afide 
all refpecl for heaven, in order to manifeft his regard for a friend he 
ought not to be fwayed by trifles or matters o f fmall confequence, but by 
tliofe things only on which the life and honour o f a friend, depend. 
Tell me then, Anfelmo, which o f thefe is in danger, before I venture to 
gratify your with, by complying with the deteftable propofal you have 
made? Surely, neither: on the contrary, i f  I conceive you aright, you are 
defirous, that I fhould indefatigably endeavour to deprive you and my- 
felf alfo, o f that very fife and honour, which it is my duty to preferve : 
for, if  I rob you o f honour, I rob you o f fife ; fince a man without ho­
nour, is worfe than dead j and I being the inflrument, as you defire I 
Ihould be, that entails fuch a curfe upon you ; fhall not I be difhonoured, 
and of confequence, dead to all enjoyment and fame. Liflen, with pati­
ence, my friend Anfelmo, and make no anfwer, until I fhall have done 
with imparting the fuggeftions o f my mind, concerning the flxange pn> 
pofal you have made ; for, there will be time enough for you to reply, and 
me to liflen in my turn.” “  With all my heart, cried Anfelm o; you may 
lpeak as long as you pleafe.”

Accordingly, Lothario proceeded, faying, “  In my opinion, Anfelmo,. 
your difpofition is at prefent like that o f the Moors, who will not fuffer 
themfelves to be convicted o f the errors of their fedt, by quotations from 
the holy feripture, nor with arguments founded on fpeculation, or the ar­
ticles o f faith ; but, muft be confuted or convinced by examples that are 
palpable, eafy, familiar, and fubjeft to the certainty of mathematical de­
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monftration : for inftance, i f  from equal parts, we take equal parts, tliofe 
that remain are equal. And if they do not underftand this proportion 
verbally, as is frequently the cafe, it muft be explained and fet before their 
eyes, by manual operation, which is alfo infufficient to perfuade them o f 
the truth of our holy religion. The felf-fame method muft I practile 
with you, whofe defire deviates fo far from every thing that bears the 
leaft fhadow of reafon, that I fhould look upon it as time mifpent, to 
endeavour to convince you o f your folly, which is the only name your in­
tention feems to defire: nay, I am even tempted to leave you in your ex­
travagancy, as a puniftiment for your prepofterous defire : but, I am pre­
vented from ufing fuch rigour by my friendfhip, which will not permit 
me to defert you in fuch manifeft danger o f perdition. But, to make this 
affair ftill more plain, tell nle, Anfelmo, did not you defire me to follicit 
one that was referved, feduce one that was chafte, make prefents to one 
that was difinterefted, and affiduoufly court one that was wife ? Yes, fuch 
was your demand. I f  you are apprifed, then, o f the referve, virtue, dif- 
intereftednefs and prudence of your wife, pray, what is your aim ? if  you 
believe that {he will triumph over all my aflaults, as undoubtedly fhe will, 
what fairer titles can you beftow upon her, than thole fhe poffeffes already ? 
or how will fhe be more perfect after that trial, than fhe is at prefent ? 
You either do not believe fhe is fo virtuous as you have reprefented her, 
or know not the nature of your demand. I f  you think fhe is not fo chafte 
as you have defcribed her, you fhould not hazard the trial, but rather, 
according to the d ila tes of your own prudence, treat her as a vicious 
wom an: if  you are fatisfied of her virtue, it would be altogether imper­
tinent to make trial of that truth, which from the teft, can acquire no 
additional efteem. From whence we may reafonably conclude, that for 
men to execute defigns which are clearly productive o f more hurt than 
benefit, is the province of madnefs and temerity ; efpecially, when they 
are not incited or compelled to thefe defigns by any fort of confideration; 
but, on the contrary, may at a greater diftance, perceive the manifeft 
madnefs of their intention. Difficulties are undertaken, either for the 
fake o f God, o f this world, or o f both. The firft are incurred by holy 
men, who live the life of angels here on earth; the fecond, by thofe who 
traverfe the boundlefs ocean, vifiting fuch a diverfity of climates and na­
tions, with a view of acquiring what are called the goods of fortune: and 
fuch undertakings as equally regard God and man, fall to the fhare of 
thole valiant foldiers, who no fooner behold, in the wall of an adverfe city, 
a breach, though no bigger than that which is made by a fingle cannon 
ball, than, laying afide all fear, and overlooking with unconcern, the 
manifeft danger that menaces them, winged with defire of fignalizing their
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valour in behalf o f their king, country and religion, throw themfelves, 
with the utmofl intrepidity, into the midft o f a thoufand deaths that op- 
pole and await them. Thefe are the enterprizes which are generally un­
dertaken, and, though full o f peril and inconvenience, attended with glory, 
honour and advantage; but that which you have planned, and purpofe 
to put in execution, neither tends to your acquiring the approbation o f 
God, the goods of fortune, nor the applaufe o f mankind : for, granting 
that the experiment fhould fucceed to your with, it will make you neither 
more happy, rich, or refpe&ed than you a re ; and fhould it turn out 
contrary to your expectation, you will find yourfelf the moft miferable o f 
all mortals. It will then, give you little eafe to refleCt, that your misfor­
tune is unknown : for, the bare knowing it yourfelf, will be fufficient to 
plunge you in affliction and defpair. As a confirmation o f this truth, you 
muft give me leave to repeat the following ftanza, written by the cele­
brated poet Lewis Tanfilo, at the end of the firfl part o f the tears o f 
St. Peter.

When Peter faw the approach o f rofy morn,
His foul with forrow and remorfe was torn,

For, though from ev’ry mortal eye conceal’d,
The guilt to his own bofom flood reveal’d :

The candid bread: will felf-accufmg, own
Each confcious fault, tho’ to the world, unknown :

Nor, will th’ offender Tcape internal fliame,
Though unimpeach’d by juflice or by fame.

Wherefore, fecrecy will never affuage your grief, but, on the contrary, 
you will inceffantly weep, not tears from your eyes, but drops o f blood, 
from your heart, like that fimple doCtor, whom our *  poet mentions, who 
made trial o f the veffel, which the prudent Reynaldo, with more difcre- 
tion, refufed to touch and although this be a poetical fiCtion, it never- 
thelefs contains a well-couched moral worthy o f notice, fludy and imita- 
tation; efpecially, as what I am going to fay will, I hope, bring you to a  
due fenfe o f the great error you want to commit..

Tell me, Anfelmo, if  heaven or good fortune had made you mailer 
and lawful polfeflor o f an exquifite diamond, the brilliancy o f which was 
admired by all the lapidaries who had feen it, and unanimoufly allowed 
to be the mofl perfeCt of it’s kind j. an opinion, which,as you knew nothing 
to the contrary, was exactly conformable to your own ; would it be wile 
or pardonable in you, to put that jewel betwixt an anvil and a hammer, 
and by meer dint o f blows and flrength o f arm, try if  it was as hard and

* Ludovico ArioHo, author o f Orlando Furiofo.
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perfect as it had been pronounced ? for, fuppofing that the diamond fhould 
rcfift the force of this foolifh experiment, it would thereby acquire no ad­
dition o f value or fame and i f  it fhould be broke to pieces, a thing that 
might eafily happen, would not all be loft ? Yes, for certain; and the 
owner be univerfally deemed a fool. Confider then, my friend, that Ca­
milla is an exquifite diamond, not only in your eftimation, but in that 
o f every one who knows her, and it would be highly unreafonable to ex- 
pofe her to the leaft poffibility of being broke j for, even fhould fhe re­
main intire, her reputation will receive no increafe ; but, fhould Hie fail 
in the trial, reflect upon what you muft feel, and the reafon you will then 
have to complain of yourfelf, for having been the fatal caufe o f her per­
dition and your own defpair. Confider, that no jewel upon earth is com­
parable to a woman o f virtue and honour; and, that the honour of the 
fex confifts in the fair charadters they maintain. Since, therefore, the 
reputation of your wife is already as high as it poflibly can be, why 
would you bring this truth into queftion? Remember, my friend, that wo­
man is an imperfedt creature, and that, far from laying blocks in her 
way, over which Hie might Rumble and fall, we ought to remove them 
with care, and clear her paths from all obftructions, that fhe may, with­
out trouble, proceed fmoothly, in attaining to that perfection which fhe 
may ftill want, namely, immaculate virtue. We are informed by natu- 
ralifts, that the ermin is a little animal, covered with a fur of exceffive 
whitenefs, and that the hunters life this artifice to catch it being well 
acquainted with the places through which it chufes to pafs in its flight, 
they daub them all over with mud, and as foon as they get fight of the 
creature, drive it diredtly thither. The ermin finding itfclf thus barrica- 
doed, Hands ftill, and is taken ; chufing captivity, rather than by palling 
through the filth, to ftain and fully the whitenefs of its fur, which it  
prizes above liberty, and even life itfelf. A  chafte and virtuous wife is 
like the ermin, her character being more pure and white than drifted 
l’now ; but he, who would guard and preferve it, muft ufe a method quite 
different from that which is pradfifed upon the little animal, and beware 
of clogging her way with the mud of entertainments, and the addrefles 
of importunate lovers; left perhaps, nay, without a perhaps, Hie Ihould 
not poffefs fuch virtue and refolution as are lufficient of themlelves, to fur- 
mount thofe obftrudtions. It is therefore neceflary to remove them, and 
place before her, the purity of virtue, and the beauty o f an unblemifhed 
reputation. A  virtuous woman alfo relcmbles a bright tranfparent mir- 
rour, which is liable to be ftained and oblcured by the breath of thole 
who approach too near it. A virtuous woman, like reliques, ought to 
be adored at a diftance. She ought to be preferved and efteemed as a

beauti-
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Beautiful garden full o f flowers and rofes, the owner o f which will fuffcr 
nobody to handle them or pafs through it, permitting them only, to enjoy 
its fragrance and beauty afar off, through the iron rails that furround it. 
In fine, I will repeat a few verfes that I juft now recoiled!, from a modern 
comedy, becaufe they feem to have been compofed upon the very fubjedt 
o f  our prefent difcourfe. A  fage old man advifing his friend, who is blefled 
with an handfome daughter, to lock her up, and watch over her with the 
utmoff vigilance and care, among other reafons, cautions him with thefe.

I.

W O M A N  is form’d of brittle w are;
Then, wherefore rafhly feek to know 

W hat force, unbroken fhe will bear,
And ftrike, perhaps, fome fatal blow.

II.
Though eafily to fragments tore,

’Twere equally abfurd and vain,
T o  dafh in pieces on the floor,

W hat never can be join’d again.
III.

This maxim, then, by fadts allur'd,
Should henceforth be efpous’d by a l l ;

Where’er aDanae lies immur’d,
The tempting fhow’r o f gold will fall.

All that I have hitherto fuggefted, Anfelmo, regards yourfelf; and now 
it is but reafonable you fliould hear fomething that concerns m e ; and if  
I fliould be prolix in my obfervations, you muff excufe me, becaufe it is 
abfolutely neceflary to expatiate on the fubjedl, in order to extricate you 
from the labyrinth in which you are involved, and from which you define 
to be difengaged by my affiftance. You confider me as your friend, and 
yet, feek to deprive me o f my honour; a defire oppofite to all friendfliip 
or regard ; nay, even endeavour to make me rob you o f your own. That 
you want to deffroy mine, is p lain ; for, Camilla finding herfelf expofed 
to my follicitations, as you delire, will certainly look upon me as a man 
void o f all principle and honour; becaufe I attempt to fucceed in a delign 
fo contrary to the dignity o f my own charadter, and the friendfliip fub- 
lifting between us. That you defire I Ihould rob you o f yours, is not to 
be doubted; becaufe Camilla, feeing herfelf importuned by my addrefles, 
will think I muff: have obferved fome levity in her condudf, which hath 

encouraged me to difclofe my vitious inclinations, and think herfelf dis­
honoured.
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honoured accordingly ; To that you will be as much concerned in her dii- 
honour, as if  it was your own. Hence fprings the common obfervation, 
that the hufband of a lewd woman, though he neither knows, nor hath 
given the lead: occafion for the mifcondufl o f his wife j and, though his 
misfortune was neither owing to his want of prudence or care, is notwith- 
ftanding pointed at, and didinguifhed by a name o f fcandal and re­
proach j being looked upon, by thofe who know the frailty o f his wife, 
with an eye of difdain, indead of companion, which he certainly deferves, 
as his diigrace proceeds not from any fault o f his, but from the loofe in­
clinations of his worthlefs fpoufe. I will now explain the reafon, why the 
hufband of a bad woman is juffcly diflionoured, though he neither knows*, 
nor hath been in any fhape accelfory to her backdidings; and you muft 
hear me with patience, becaufe my remarks will, I hope, redound to your 
own advantage.

When God created our firft parent in the terreflrial paradife, we are 
told by the holy feripture, that he was thrown into a deep fleep, during 
which, the Almighty took a rib from his left fide, and of this, Eve being_ 
formed, Adam no fooner awoke and beheld her, than he cried, “  This 
creature is dedi of my dedi and bone o f my bone.” Nay, God himfelf, 
pronounced, “  For this diall a man leave father and mother, and they 
two fhall be one dedi.” Then was indituted the divine facrament of mar­
riage, confiding o f fuch ties as death alone can unbind; and endowed 
with fuch miraculous virtue and power, as to unite two different perfons 
in one d ed i; nay, what is dill more wonderful, to combine two fouls, fo 
as to produce but one w ill; provided the union be happily effeided. From 
hence, it follows, that the dedi o f the wife being the fame with that of 
the hufband, whatever dains or blemidies are imbibed by the drd, mud 
equally affedf the other, although, as I have already obferved, he is, in no 
manner, acceffory to the misfortune.. Wherefore, as the whole perfon is 
affefted by the pain o f the foot or any other member o f the human body; 
and the head, though no way concerned in the caufe, be a fellow-fuderer 
with the ancle when it is h u rt; by the fame rule, an hufband, being a 
part o f the fame whole, mud bear a fliare of his wife’s didionour; for, 
as all the honours and difgraces of this life proceed from defh and blood  ̂
the infamy o f a vicious woman, being of the fame origin, mud be diared 
by her hulband, who ought to be looked upon as a difhonaured perfon, 
though he be utterly ignorant o f the guilt. Redect, therefore, Anfelmo, 
011 the danger into which you bring yourfclf, by feeking to didurb the 
peace and tranquillity of your virtuous wife. Redefl upon the vanity and 
impertinence of that curiofity, which prompts you to awaken and dir up 
thofe humours, that now lie tamed and quiet hi the bofom of your chade.

fpouie
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fpoufe. Confider, that in this rafh adventure, your gain mult be very fmall, 
but your lofs may be fo great, that I leave it unmentioned, becaufe I want 
words to exprefs its eftimation. On the whole, i f  what I have faid, be 
inefficient to divert you from your mifchievous defign, I defire you will 
chufe fome other inftrument o f your misfortune and difgrace ; for, I will 
not undertake the office, though, by my refufal, I ffiould even lofe your 
friendfhip, which is dearer to me than any thing upon earth.”

Here the virtuous and prudent Lothario left off fpeaking, and Anfelmo 
remained in fuch confufion and perplexity, that, for fome time, he could 
not anfwer one word : at length, however, he broke filence, faying, cc I 
have liftened, my friend Lothario, as you may have perceived, with great 
attention to all you had to fay, and by your arguments, examples and 
comparifons, am fully convinced, not only of your great difcretion, but 
alfo o f that perfection of friendfhip to which you have attained; I fee 
alfo, and own, that in refufing your counfel, and following my own, I 
avoid the good and purfue the evil.” This truth being acknowledged, you 
mult confider me as a perfon afflicted with that infirmity, which induces fome 
women to fwallow earth, chalk, coals, and other things of a worfe nature, 
which, if  loathfome to the fight, how much more difagreeable muff they 
be to the tafte. Wherefore, there is an abfolute neceffity for ufing fome 
method o f cure, which you may eafily effeCt, by beginning to follicit the 
love o f Camilla, though coldly and feignedly; and fure, fhe cannot be fo 
frail as to furrender her virtue at the firft encounter. W ith this flight at­
tempt I lhall reft fatisfied, and you fulfil the duty of friendfhip, not 
only in giving me new life, but alfo, in difluading me from being the 
caufe of my own difhonour. Nay, you are obliged to comply with my 
requeft, by this other confideration, that, determined as I am to put my 
defign in execution, you ought not to allow me to communicate this ex­
travagant refolution to any other perfon, left I run the rilk of lofing that 
honour which you endeavour to preferve : and, as to your fuffering in 
the opinion o f Camilla, by attempting to feduce her, that is a reflection 
o f fmall importance, becaufe, when her integrity is proved, you can foon 
inform her o f our whole contrivance, confequently, regain and repoffefs 
the former place you held in her efteem. Since therefore, by adventuring 
fo little, it is in your power to give me fo much fatisfaCtion ; I hope, you 
will not refufe the office, even if  it was attended with more inconveni­
ence ; for, 1 have already told you, that I fliall look upon the affair as 
concluded, whenever you fliall have made the firft attempt.”

Lothario feeing him fixed in his refolution, even after he had exhaufted 
all his rhetoric to diffuade him from it j and fearing he would exe­

cute his threat o f imparting his unhappy defign to fome other perfon, de­
termined
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termined to prevent a greater misfortune, by complying with his defire: pur- 
pofing, however, to manage the bufinefs in fuch a manner, as to fatisfy Anfel- 
mo, without altering the fentiments o f his wife. With this view, he told Anfel- 
mo, that he fliould have no occafion to communicate his intention to any other 
m an ; for he, Lothario, would undertake the affair, and begin as loon as 
he pleafed. Anfelmo, embracing his friend with great tendernefs and affec­
tion, thanked him as much for his compliance, as i f  he had granted him 
fome vaft favour j and it was concerted between them, that Lothario fliould 
begin the enterprife the very next day, when Anfelmo would give him 
time and opportunity of being alone with Camilla, that he might fpeak to 
her with freedom j and alfo fupply him with money and jewels, that with fuch 
prefents he might promote his fu it: he, moreover, advifed him to attempt 
her by mufic, and write verfes in her praife; or, i f  that would be too 
much trouble for the gallant, he himfelf would compofe them for the pur- 
pofe. Lothario undertook every thing, but with a very different intention 
from what Anfelmo fuppofedj and the agreement being made, they re­
turned to the houfe o f this laft, where they found Camilla waiting with 
great anxiety, for her hufband, who had that day tarried longer than ufual, 
abroad. Lothario foon after, went home to his own lodgings, leaving his 
friend as happy as he himfelf was perplexed how to contrive a fcheme for 
bringing this affair to a fortunate iffue : but, that night, he fell upon an ex­
pedient to deceive Anfelmo, without giving offence to his wife.

Next day, he went to dine with his friend, and was very kindly received 
by Camilla, who entertained him with great cordiality, as her hufband’s 
intimate companion. Dinner being ended, and the table withdrawn, An­
felmo rifing up, defired Lothario to flay with Camilla till his return from 
an indifpenfible piece of bufinefs, that would detain him an hour and an 
half. Camilla intreated him to defer it until another time, and Lothario 
offered to go along with h im ; but, he was deaf to both, prefling Lothario 
to let him go, while he fhould wait at his houfe till he came back, for he 
wanted to talk with him upon a fubje6t o f the laft importance •, at the fame 
time, defiring Camilla to keep Lothario company till his return: in fhort, 
he fo well feigned the neceflity, or rather folly, of his abfence, that no body 
could have fufpe6ted the deceit. He accordingly went out, and left Ca­
milla and his friend by themfelves; for, the reft of the family had gone to 
dinner: fo that Lothario feeing himfelf within the lifts, according to An- 
felmo’s defire, with his fair enemy, whole beauty alone was powerful 
enough to overcome a whole lquadron of armed knights, it may be eafily 
conceived what reafon he had to fear: yet all he did, was to lean the fide of 
his head on his hand, while his elbow relted upon the arm o f the chair in 
which he fat, and after having begged pardon for his ill-manners, to tell
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Camilla, he would take a nap till Anfelmo’s return. She faid, he would be 
more at his cafe in a couch than in the chair, and advifed him to walk into 
a chamber where he would find one. This offer, however, he declined, 
and flept where he was till the return o f his friend, who finding Camilla 
in her own apartment, and Lothario afleep, concluded, that by his long 
flay, he had given them time, not only to fpeak, but alfo to take their re- 
pole j and was impatient for Lothario’s waking, that he might carry him 
out to walk, and inquire about his own fortune.

Every thing fucceded to his w ifh : when his friend awoke, they went 
forth together, and he put every queflion to him that his curiofity fug- 
gelled : Lothario anfwered, that thinking it improper to explain himfelf, 
on the firll occafion, he had done nothing but praifed Camilla’s beauty, 
which, together with her difcretion, he told her, engroffed the converfa- 
tion o f the whole c ity : this, he imagined, was the mofl prudent beginning, 
as it might prepoffefs her in his favour, and difpofe her to liflentohim  ano­
ther time, with pleafure ; being the fame artifice which is pra£lifed by the 
devil, who, when he w'ould feduce thofe who are on their guard, tranf- 
forms himfelf from an imp o f darknefs into an angel o f light, and flatter­
ing them with fpecious appearances, at length difcovers his cloven foot, and 
fucceeds in his defign, provided his deceit be not detedled in the beginning. 
This declaration was altogether fatisfa£lory to Anfelmo, who faid he would 
give him the fame opportunity every day, without quitting the houfe, in  
which he would employ himfelf fo artfully, that Camilla fhould never luf- 
pe<fb his defign. Many days paffed, in which, tho’ Lothario never opened 
his mouth on the fubjedl to Camilla, he told Anfelmo that he had made 
many efforts, but, could never perceive in her the leafl tendency to weak- 
nefs, or obtain the leafl Shadow o f hope; on the contrary, that fhe had 
threatened, if  he did not lay afide his wicked defign, to difclofe the whole 
affair to her hufband. “  Very well, faid Anfelmo, hitherto fire is proof 
againfl words;. we mufl now try whether or not fhe can refill works alfo:, 
to-morrowr, you Shall have two thoufand crowns in gold, for a prefent to 
her; and as much more to purchafe jewels for a bait: thefe are things 
with which all beautiful women are captivated;. for, be they ever fo chafle, 
they love finery and gay apparel; i f  fhe withflands that temptation, I w ill 
reft fatisfied, and give you no further trouble.’”

Lothario promiled to go thro’ with the enterprize, now that he had be­
gun, tho’ he was perfuaded he Should be fatigued and baffled in the execu­
tion. Next day, he received four thoufand crowns, and as many perplexi­
ties along with them for, he did not know what lie he Should next invent: 
however, he determined to tell his friend, that Camilla was as invincible to 
prefents as to words; and that he fhould give himfelf no further vexation,

fince
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flnce all his endeavours were thrown away to no purpofe: but, fortune, 
which conduced matters in another manner, ordained, that Anfelmo, one 
day, after having, according to cuftom, left Lothario and his wife by them- 
felves, and gone to his own chamber, fhould peep thro’ the key-hole, and 
liften to their converfation: it was then, he perceived, that in half an hour 
and more, Lothario did not fpeak one word; neither would he have opened 
his mouth, had he remained a whole age in the fame fituation. From hence 
he concluded, that every thing his friend had told him of Camilla’s replies, 
was meer fiCtion: but, to be ftill more allured, he came out of his cham­
ber, and calling Lothario afide, alked what news he had, and how Camilla 
flood affe&ed to him ? He replied, that he was refolved to drop the bufinefs 
intirelyj for, fhe had checked him with fuch bitternefs and indignation, 
that he had no mind to return to the charge. “  Ah Lothario! Lothario, 
faid Anfelmo, how much you have failed in the duty o f friendlhip, and 
abufed the confidence I have repofed in your affeCtion ! I have been all this 
time, looking thro’ the key-hole of that door, and perceived that you have 
not fpoken one word to Cam illa; from whence, I fufpeft, that your firft 
declaration is yet to come ; and if  that be the cafe, as without doubt it is, 
wherefore have you thus deceived m e; and in fo doing, prevented me from 
other means to fatisfy my defire ?” He faid no more, but this was fufficient 
to cover Lothario with fhame and confufion ; who thinking his honour con­
cerned, in being convicted of a lie, fwore to Anfelmo, he would, from that 
moment, take the charge of giving him the fatisfa&ion he required, with­
out the lead: equivocation, as he might perceive, by watching him narrowr- 
ly ; tho’ there would be no occafion for ufing fuch diligence, becaufe, his 
future behaviour in that affair, would acquit him of all fufpicion.

Anfelmo gave credit to his proteftation, and that his opportunities might 
be more fecure, and lefs fubjeCt to interruption, refolved to abfent himfelf 
from his own houfe, for eight days, during which he propofed to vifit a 
friend who lived in a village not far from the city; and whom he defiled 
to invite him to his houfe with the mofl earneft intreaties, that he might 
excufe himfelf to Camilla for his abfence— Unfortunate and imprudent An­
felmo ! what art thou doing ? what art thou contriving and concerting ? 
confider that thou art acting againfl thyfelf, planning thy own difhonour 
and perdition. Your wife Camilla is virtuous and fober, and you poffefs 
her at prefent, in quiet; enjoying uninterrupted pleafure: her inclinations 
never ramble beyond the walls o f your own houfe; you are her paradifc 
upon earth, the goal of her defires, the accomplifhment of her vviflies, and 
the flandard by which fhe meafures her will, adjufting it, in all refpedts, 
according to your pleafure and the directions of heaven. Since the mine 
of her honour, beauty, modefly and virtue, yields thee, without trouble, all
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the riches which it contains, or thou can’ll defu'e j why would’ft thou, by 
digging in fearch o f a new and unheard-of trealiire, rifk the fall or deftruc- 
tion o f the whole, which is fuftained by the feeble props of female conftan- 
cy ? remember, it is but juft, that he who builds on impoftibilities, fhould 
be denied the privilege o f any other foundation j as the poet hath better 
exprefied it, in the following couplets:

In death, I fought new life to find,
And health, where pale diftemper pin’d :

■I look’d for freedom in the jail,
And faith where perjuries prevail:

But fate fupreme, whofe ftern decree 
T o  forrow match’d my deftiny,

A ll poftible relief withdrew;
Becaufe th’impoflible I kept in view.

Next day, Anfelmo went to the country, after having told Camilla, that, in 
his abfence, Lothario would take charge o f the family j and defined her to 
treat him with all the refipedt due to his own perfion. Camilla, being a wo­
man o f honour and difcretion, was difgufted at this order, and bad him 
confider how unfeemly it was, for another man to fit at the head o f his 
table in his abfence j at the fame time, begging, that i f  his diredlions pro­
ceeded from his diffidence in her capacity, he would for once put her ma­
nagement to the trial, and be convinced, by experience, that fhewas equal 
to a more important charge. Anfelmo replied, that fuch was his pleafiure, 
and her province was to bow the head and obey; upon which, fhe, tho’ un­
willingly, fubmitted. Next day he fiet out accordingly, and Lothario went 
to his lioufie, where he met with a very kind and honourable reception from 
Camilla, who never gave him an opportunity of being alone with her, but 
always went about the houfe among her fiervants, generally attended by her 
own maid, whofe name was Leonela, for whom her miftrefs had a parti­
cular affection, becaufe they had been brought up together from their in­
fancy, in the houfe o f Camilla’s parents, and when file married Anfelmo, 
file accompanied her to his houfe in quality o f waiting-woman.

During the firft three days, Lothario did not declare himfelf, altho’ he 
had opportunities immediately after the table was uncovered, while the fier­
vants were at dinner, which Camilla always ordered them to finifii with all 
expedition. Nay, fhe gave directions to Leonela, to dine every day, before, 
the cloth was laid for herfelf, that file might always be in w aiting; but 
her maid’s thoughts were too much engroffed by her own amufements, the 
enjoyment o f which required fuch time and opportunity, as often hindeied

her
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her from obeying the commands of her miftrefs j fo that file frequently be­
haved as if  the had received orders to leave them alone— But, the dignified 
prefence of Camilla, the gravity o f her countenance, and awfulnefs o f per- 
fon were fuch, as effectually bridled Lothario’s tongue: yet the energy o f 
virtue, in having this very effeCt, redounded the more to the difadvantage o f 
them both; for, tho’ his tongue was reftriCted, his thoughts had a full and 
free opportunity of contemplating, at leifure, the charms both o f her mind 
and perfon, which were fufficient to captivate not only an heart of flefh, 
but, even a flatue of ftone.

Lothario, by gazing at her, during thofe opportunities, beheld how wor­
thy fhe was to be beloved ; and this conviction, began gradually to fap his 
regard for his friend; fo that he made a thoufand refolutions to quit the 
city, and go where he fhould never more be feen by Anfelmo, or be expofed 
to danger from the beauty of his wife j, but, all thefe were baffled by the 
pleafure he had already felt, in feeing and admiring her charms : he con- 
ftrained himfelf, and combated his own inclinations, in order to expel and 
efface that fatisfa&ion; when he was alone, he condemned his own mad- 
nefs, and reproached himfelf as a falfe friend and worthlefs chriffian j he 
made a thoufand reflections and comparifons between himfelf and Anfelmo, 
and they all terminated in this conclufion, that the madnefs and rafh con­
fidence o f his friend, greatly exceeded his own infidelity and that, i f  he 
could excufe himfelf to heaven, for what he intended to do, as eafily as to 
mankind, he had no reafon to dread any punifhent for the c r i m e i n  fhort, 
the beauty and other accomplifhments o f Camilla, together with the op­
portunity which the ignorant hufband put into his hands, intirely overthrew 
the integrity of Lotharia; who, giving way at once, to the dictates o f his paf- 
fion, began, at the end of three days, during which he had been at continual 
war with his defires, to addrefs himfelf to Camilla with fuch diforder, and 
amorous difcourfe, that file was utterly affonifhed, and rifing up, went to 
her own chamber, without anfwering one word : but, this coynefs did not 
abate Lothario’s hope, which always increafes with a man’s love; on the con­
trary, he redoubled his efforts, while fhe, perceiving him behave fo wide 
of expectation, did not well know what conduCt to efpoufe: but, think­
ing it would be both unfeemly and unfafe in her, to grant him another op­
portunity, file determined that very night, to fend a meffage to her hufband> 
and actually difpatchcd a fervant to him, with the following letter:

Chap. 6. DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . 25^

C H A P ,



The L IF E  and A C H I E V E M E N T S  of Book IV.* 5 4

C H A P .  V II.

The continuation o f the novel called the Impertinent curiofity.

<c T T  is a common obfervation, that an army without a general, and a 
<c X  garrifon without a chief, make but a very indifferent appearance:
“  but, I fay, that a young married woman without a hufband, makes a 
“  worfe, efpecially when his abfence is not the effedt o f abfolute neceffity:
“  for my own part, I find myfelf fo uneafy, and unable to fupport our fe- 
“  paration, that i f  you do not return immediately, I muff go and pafs my 
“  time at my father’s houfe ; tho’ I fhould leave yours without a gu ard ; 
“  for, I believe, he that you left, i f  he was defigned for that purpofe, hath 
“  more regard to his own pleafure than to your advantage; and fince 
“  you are wife, I have nothing more to fay, nor is it proper I fhould.”

When Anfelmo received this letter, he was convinced that Lothario had 
begun the enterprize, and that his wife had behaved according to his w ifh ; 
rejoiced beyond meafure at this information, he anfwered by a verbal mef- 
fage, that file fhould, by no means, leave the houfe; for, he would return 
in a very little time. Camilla was aftonifhed at this reply, which perplexed 
her more than ever; as fhe durff neither ifay in her own houfe, nor go to 
her father’s ; for, in flaying at home, fhe endangered her honour, and in 
going to her parents, fhe tranfgreffed the commands o f her hufband. In 
fine, flie refolved upon that which was worfl o f a ll; namely, to remain 
where file was, determined not to avoid Lothario, that the fervants might 
not obferve her fituation; and fhe was already forry for what fhe had writ­
ten to Anfelmo, being afraid he would imagine Lothario had perceived 
fome levity in her condudl, which encouraged him to lay afide the decorum 
he ought to have preferved. Confident o f her own virtue, fhe trufled to 
God and her confcious prudence, by the help o f which file thought file 
could, in filence, refill all the folicitations o f Lothario, without giving her 
hufband any further information, left it fhould involve him in fome trouble 
or dangerous difpute : nay, file was even induflrious in inventing fome ex- 
cufe for Lothario, in cafe Anfelmo fhould afk the reafon that induced her 
to write fuch a letter.

W ith thefe fentiments, which were more honourable than prudent and 
advantageous, file, next day, fat liflening to Lothario, who exerted him- 
feIf in fuch a manner, as to fiiake her fortitude, which, with all her vir­
tue, was barely fufficient to hinder her eyes from giving manifeft indications
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o f the amorous compaflion that his tears and addrefles had awakened in her 
breaft. All this tendernefs, which Lothario obferved, inflamed his paflion the 
m ore; and thinking there was a neceflity for fhortening the flege, while this 
opportunity o f Anfelmo’s abfence, lafled he afiaulted her pride with the 
praifes o f her beauty; for, nothing fooner fucceeds in overthrowing the em- 
battelled towers o f female vanity, than vanity itfelf, employed by the tongue o f 
adulation : in fliort, he fo afliduoufly undermined the fortrefs of her virtue, 
and plied it with fuch irrefiftible engines, that tho’ fhe had been made o f 
brafs, fhe mull have furrendered at m ercy: he wept, intreated, promifed, 
flattered, feigned and importuned, with fuch earned: expreflions of love, as 
conquered all her referve; at lafl, he obtained a complete triumph, which, 
tho’ what he lead: expedled, was what o f all things, he mod: ardently defired : 
die yielded— the chafte Camilla yielded ! But, what wonder ? fince even Lo­
thario’s friendfhip gave away. A  clear and inconteflible proof, that love is 
to be conquered by flight alone; and that no perfon whatever, ought to 
engage fuch a powerful adverfary, hand to hand; becaufe nothing but force 
divine can fubdue that human power.

Leonela alone was privy to the weaknefs o f her miflrefs, which the two 
new lovers and falfe friends could not poflibly conceal from her know­
ledge: and Lothario did not choofe to tell Camilla, the contrivance of An- 
felmo, who had given him the opportunity o f accomplifhing his defign;. 
that die might not undervalue his love, by fuppoflng, that he courted her 
by accident, without being at firft, really enamoured o f her charms.. 
Anfelmo returning in a few days, did not perceive the lofs of that, which, 
tho’ he preferved with the leafl care, he prized above all other pofleflions: 
but, going in quefl: of Lothario, whom he found in his own lodging, after 
a mutual embrace, he defired he would tell him the news that mull deter­
mine his life or death. “  The news which I have to give you, my friend, 
faid Lothario, are theie: you have a wife who truly deferves to be the pat­
tern and queen o f all good women. The expreflions I  ufed to her were 
fpent in the air, my promifes were defpifed, my prefents rejected, and fome 
tears that I feigned, moll heartily ridiculed: in fliort, Camilla is the fum 
of all beauty, and the calket in which are depofited honour, affability, mo- 
defty, and all the qualifications that dignify and adorn a woman of virtue. 
Here, take back your money, which I have had no occafion to u fe: the chaftity 
o f your fpoufe is not to be fliaken by fuch mean conliderations as thofe o f 
promifes and prefents: be fatisfied, Anfelmo, and make no more unprofit­
able trials ;  fince you have dry-fliod eroded the fea of thofe doubts and fu- 
fpicions, which are and may be entertained of women, feek not to plunge 
yourfelf anew into the dangerous gulf of frefh difficulties, by ufing another, 
pilot to make a fecond trial of the ffrength and tightnefs of die veflcl, which-
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you have received from heaven, to perform the voyage o f this life : but, 
confider yourfelf as in a fafe harbour, where you ought to fecure yourfelf 
with the anchor o f found reflection, and remain until you are called upon 
to pay that tax from which no human rank can exempt you.”

Anfelmo was infinitely rejoiced at this information of Lothario, which 
he believed as implicitly as i f  it had been pronounced by an oracle: but, 
neverthelefs, he befought him to continue his addrefles, merely for curiofity 
and amufement, tho’ not with the fame eagernefs and diligence which he 
had ufed before : he defired him to write verfes in praife of Camilla, under 
the name of Chloris, promifing to tell his wife, that he, Lothario, was in 
love with a lady whom he celebrated under that fictitious name, in order to 
preferve the decorum due to her character: and he allured him, that i f  L o ­
thario did not choofe to take the trouble o f making verfes, he himfelf would 
compofe them for theoccafion. “  You fhall not need, faid L o t h a r i o t h e  
mufes are not quite fo averfe, but they vifit me fometimes: you may tell 
Camilla what you have mentioned, concerning my pretended love ; and as 
for the verfes, i f  not adequate to the fubject, they fhall, at all events, be the 
befl I can make.”

This agreement being concerted between the impertinent hufband and 
treacherous friend, Anfelmo returned to his own houfe, and alked Camilla, 
what flie wandered he had not mentioned before; namely, the meaning o f 
that letter which file had difpatched to him in the country. She anfwered, 
that flie fancied Lothario once looked at her with more freedom than he 
ufed to take when Anfelmo was at home; but, now flie was undeceived, and 
convinced of its being no more than mere imagination; for, he had o f late, 
avoided all occafions o f being alone with her. Anfelmo faid flie might 
make herfelf intirely eafy, from that quarter ; for, he knew that Lothario 
was in love with a lady o f fafhion in the city, whom he celebrated under 
the name of Chloris; and even, if  he was free o f any fuch engagements, 
there was nothing to be feared from the honour o f Lothario, and the friend- 
fliip fubfifling between them. I f  Camilla had not been previoufly adver- 
tifed by her fecret gallant, o f this fuppofed love of Chloris, with which he 
intended to hoodwink her hufband, that he might fometimes indulge him­
felf in her own praife, under the cover o f that name;  fhe would, without 
doubt, have been diftracted with jealoufy, but, thus inflrudted, flie heard 
him without furprife or concern.

Next day, while they were at dinner, Anfelmo intreated his friend to re­
peat fome of the verfes he had compofed in praife of Chloris, who being 
utterly unknown to Camilla, he might fecurely fay what he pleafed ; “  T h o ’ 
flie were o f her acquaintance, anfwered Lothario, I fhould not think my- 
fclf bound to conceal my paflion; for, when a lover praifes the beauty, and

at

256 The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book IV.



at the fame time, bewails the cruelty o f his midrefs, her reputation can 
fuffer no prejudice: but, be that as it will, I own, I yederday wrote a fong 
on the ingratitude o f Chloris, which you diall hear.

I.
I I  7  H E N  night extends her filent reign,

V  V  And deep vouchfafes the world to blefs,
T o  heav’n and Chloris, I complain 

O f dire and affluent didrefs.
II

When Phoebus, led by rofy morn,
At firft, his radiant vifage fhews,

W ith tears, and fighs and groans, forlorn,
M y foul the bitter plaint renews.

III.
When from his bright meridian throne,

The rays defcend in dazzling rain,
W ith aggravated grief I moan,

And night brings back the woeful drain.
Thus, to my vows and pray’rs, I find 

M y Chloris deaf, and heav’n unkind.

The fong was approved by Camilla, and much more fo by her husband, 
who applauded it to the Ikies, and obferved that the lady mud be excel- 
fively cruel who could refid fuch a true and pathetic complaint. “  W h at! 
laid Camilla, is every thing true that we are told by the poets when they 
are in love ?” “  W hat they rehearfe as poets, anfwered Lothario, is not al­
ways truth j but, what they affirm as lovers, is always from the heart.” 
“  You are certainly in the right,” replied Anfelmo, with a view o f fupporting 
and giving fandtion to Lothario’s fentiments, in the opinion of Camilla, 
whofe indifference about her hufband’s artifice was now equal to her love 
for his pretended friend. Pleafed therefore, with his performances, becaufe 
die very well knew that his inclinations and compofitions were infpired 
by, and addreffed to her, who was the true Chloris, die defired him, if  he 
had any more fongs or verfes, to repeat them. “  I have another, faid Lo- 
tharip, but, I believe, it is not fo good j or rather, it is lefs tolerable than 
the lad. However, you diall judge for yourfelf— here it is.

Chap. 7. DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . 257

L  1 I.VOL. I,



I.

Y E S ,  cruel m aid ! I welcome death,
And tho’ I perifh undeplor’d,

T h y beauty, with my lateft breath.
Shall be applauded and ador’d.

U .
Tho’ loft in dark oblivion’s fhade,

Bereft o f favour, life and fame,
M y faithful heart, when open laid,

W ill ftiew thine image and thy name.
< III.

Thefe reliques I  preferve with care,
M y comfort in difaftrous fate;

For, fteel’d and whetted by defpair,
M y love, new force acquires from hate.

Unhappy thofe! who darkling, fail 
Where ftars and ports and pilots fail.

This long was commended as much as the firft, by Anfelmo, who in this 
manner, added link to link o f the chain with which he enflaved himfelf, 
and fecured his own difhonour; for, then Lothario difgraced him m oft, 
when he thought himfelf moft honoured, and every ftep that Camilla de­
fended towards the very center of contempt, ftie, in the opinion o f her 
hulband, mounted to the very fummit o f virtuous reputation: about this 
time, happening to be alone with her maid, “  I  am afhamed, dear Leo- 
nela, faid fhe, when I confider how I have undervalued m yfelf; for, I  ought 
to have made Lothario employ a great deal o f time,' in purchafing the in­
tire pofleflion o f my favours, which I fo willingly furrendered at once; and 
I am afraid that he will look upon my fudden yielding as the effeCl o f le­
vity, without reflecting upon fhe violence o f his own addrefles, which it  
was impoflible to refill.” “  Let not that give you the leaft difturbance, 
madam, anfwered L e o n e l a f o r ,  there is no reafon why a thing fliould lofe 
its eftimation, by being freely given, i f  it is actually good in its kind and 
worthy o f efteem; nay, it is a common faying, that he who gives freely, 
gives twice.” “  There is alfo another common obfervation, replied Camil­
la, that which is eafily got, is little valued.” “  You are not at all afteCled- 
by that obfervation, refumed L e o n e l a f o r ,  love (they fay) fometimes flies, 
fometimes walks, runs with one, creeps with another, warms a third, burns 
a fourth, wounding fome, and flaying others. In one moment, it begins, 
performs and concludes its career; lays fiege in the morning to a fortrefs, 
which is furrendered before night, there being no force that can withftand
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its power. This being the cafe, what caufe have you to be alarmed or 
a fraid ; this was the power that affifted Lothario, by making ufe o f my 
matter’s abfence, as the inftrument o f his fuccefs ; and what love had de­
termined, mutt; o f necettity have been concluded during that period, be­
fore Anfelmo could, by his return, prevent the perfection of the work. 
Opportunity is the belt minifter for executing the defigns o f l o v e a n d  is 
employed in all his undertakings, efpecially in the beginning of them. 
This I know to be true, more by experience than hearfay; and I fhall 
one day tell you, madam, that I am a girl of flefh and blood, as well as 
your ladyfhip. Befides, your ladyfhip did not yield until you had difcern- 
ed in the looks, fighs, protettations, promifes and prefents o f Lothario, his 
whole foul undifguifed, and adorned with fuch virtues as rendered him 
worthy o f your love. Let not, therefore, thefe fcrupulous and whining re­
flexions harrafs your imagination; but, allure yourfelf, that Lothario’s 
love and yours are m utual: fo, that you may think yourfelf extremely 
happy, in being caught in the amorous fnare by a man o f worth and ho­
nour, who not only poflefles the four qualities beginning with *  S, which 
ought to be the cafe o f all true lovers, but alfo, a whole alphabet of ac- 
complilhments. Liften, and you fhall hear how cleverly I will recount 
them. He is, in my Ample opinion, amiable, benevolent, courageous, 
diverting, enamoured, Arm, gay, honourable, illuftrious, loyal, mettle- 
fome, noble, obedient, princely, qualifled, rich, and the S. S. as I have al­
ready obferved. Then, he is trufty, vigilant, the X  does not fuit him, 
becaufe it is a harfh letter j Y  ffands for youth, and Z  for zeal, in his at­
tachment to you.”

Camilla laughed at the alphabet of her maid, whom fhe found more know­
ing in the affairs o f love than fhe had imagined; and this knowledge in­
deed fhe confeffed, difclofing to her miftrefs an intrigue that Ihe carried 
on with a young man o f a good family in town. Camilla was diflurbed 
at this information, fearing that her honour ran fome rifk from their cor- 
refpondence; and when fhe prelfed her to confefs, whether or not it had 
been brought to the laft extremity, flie, without the leaft fymptom of 
fhame, anfwered in the affirmative: for, it is very certain, that the fail­
ings o f miftreffes diveft their fervants of all modeftyj becaufe, feeing their 
ladies trip, they think themfelves intitled to halt, without being at the 
trouble to conceal their defeCL Camilla, thus circumftanced, could fall 
upon no other expedient than that of cautioning her maid againft betray­
ing her to the perfon who was her gallant, and befeeching her to keep 
her own intrigue fecret, that it might not fall under the observation of An­
felmo and Lothario.

* Senjato, Secreto, Scbrepufado, Senzerc,— Senfible, fecret, furpafling and fincere.
L 1 2 Leonela
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Leonela promifed to be upon her guard, but managed her affairs with 
fo little difcretion, that file confirmed Camilla in the apprehenfion of lofing 
her reputation by the careleflnefs of her maid ; forr the bold and immo- 
deft Leonela, feeing that her lady’s conduit was not the fame as formerly, 
had the affurance to introduce and conceal her lover in the houfe, confci- 
ous, that although her miftrefs fhould perceive, fhe durft not deteit him, 
in that fituation. Among other difadvantages incurred by the flips o f wo­
men o f fafhion, they become flaves to their own fervants, and find tliem- 
felves obliged to connive at their impudence and vice.

This was the very cafe 'of Camilla, who, though fhe more than once, 
obferved Leonela engaged with her gallant, in one of the chambers, far 
from reprimanding her on that fcore, fhe gave her opportunities o f con­
cealing him, and did all fhe could to prevent his being feen by her huf- 
band. But, all their caution could not fcreen him from the notice 
o f Lothario, who, perceiving him come out of,the houfe, one morning 
at break of day, and not knowing who he was, at firfl: miftook him for 
a phantome; but, feeing him run away, and feek to hide himfelf with 
care and concern, he foon changed that fimple opinion for another which 
would have ruined them all, had not Camilla found out an expedient to 
prevent their deftru&ion. He was fo far from thinking, that this man, 
whom he favv coming out of Anfelmo’s houfe, at fuch an unfeafonable 
hour, had gone in on Leonela’s account, that he did not even remember 
there was fuch a perfon in the world ; on the contrary, he was firmly 
perfuaded, that Camilla, who yielded fo eafily to his addrefles, had a£ted 
in the fame manner, to fome other perfon : for, this additional misfortune 
attends a loofe woman, that fhe lofes her credit even with the man by 
whofe importunities and intreaties her honour was fubdued: nay, he be­
lieves that fhe will be more eafily won by another than by him, and im­
plicitly credits every fufpicion that may arife from that unjuft inference. 
On this occafion, Lothario’s good fenfe failed, and all his caution feemed 
to van ifh ; fuice, regardlefs of every thing that was right or reafonable, 
without further examination, he hied him to Anfelmo before he was up, 
where, impatient and blind with the jealous fury that preyed upon his en­
trails, and inflamed with the defire o f being revenged upon Camilla, who 
had given him no offence, he exprefled himfelf thus :

“  You mull know, Anfelmo, that for fame days paft, I have had a con­
tinual ftruggle with myfelf, endeavouring to fupprefs that which I no lon­
ger, either can or ought to conceal from your, knowledge. The fortrefs 
o f Camilla is at laid furrendered, and fubmitted entirely to the dominion 
o f my will. This I have delayed imparting to you, until I fhould be cer­
tain, whether her compliance was owing to fome tranfient flafb o f affec­

tion,

26o The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Bookie.



tion, or to the defire of trying the fincerity o f thofe addreffes which, by 
your own direction, were carried on : and, I likewife concluded, that if  
the was a woman of honour and virtue, as we both imagined, file would, 
ere now, have given you an account of my follicitation. But, finding 
that ftill undone, I take it for granted, fhe means to keep her promife of 
giving me an interview in the wardrobe, the very next time you go to 
the country. And here it was where Camilla actually ufed to entertain 
him. However, as the crime is committed in thought only, before an 
opportunity offers o f performing that promife, Camilla may change her 
mind, and repent o f her weaknefs. Wherefore, as you have hitherto, in 
whole, or in part, followed my advice, I hope you will treafure up and 
obferve one which I fhall now offer, that you may, without the lead 
poilibility o f being deceived, carefully and cautioufly fatisfy yourfelf, fo 
as to take fuch meafures as your prudence fhall fuggeft. You may pre­
tend that you are going, as ufual, for two or three days, to the country, 
and, in the mean time, conceal yourfelf in the wardrobe, where you 
will find tapeftry and plenty o f other things for the purpofe : from 
thence, you, with your own eyes, as I with mine, will obferve the con­
duct of Camilla, and if  unhappily you fhould find more caufe to fear 
than to hope, you may in perfon, revenge your own wrongs, with filence, 
fafety and difcretion.”

Anfelmo was thunderftruck at this declaration o f Lothario, which came 
upon him when he leaf! expeCted it ; for, he already looked upon Camilla 
as a conqueror in the fictitious affaults of his friend, and had actually be­
gun to enjoy the glory of her triumph. After having flood filent for a 
long time, with his eyes fixed upon the ground, “  Lothario, faid he, you 
have aCted up to the expectation of my friendfhip : I will adhere to your 
advice in every th ing; and hope you will keep this unexpected affair as 
fecret as the nature o f it requires.”

His falfe friend promifed to obferve the caution, but foon as he quitted 
the apartment, repented of every thing he had faid, reflecting how ill-in­
formed he was o f the truth, and that he might have punifhed Camilla by 
means lefs cruel and difhonourable. He curfed his own folly, condemned 
his precipitation, and endeavoured to find out fome expedient to undo 
what he had done, or, at leaft, bring it to fome favourable ifl'ue. At 
length, he refolved to difclofe the whole to Camilla, as there wanted 
not opportunities of being with her alone; and that very day, being toge­
ther, fhe made ufe of the firll that happened, addreffing herfelf to him in 
this manner : “  Know, my dear Lothario, that my heart is ready to burft
with one affliction, wLicli is fo grievous, that it will be a wonder i f  I fur- 
vive i t : Leonela is arrived to fuch a pitch of impudence, that,, every night
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flie introduces a gallant into the houfe, and remains with him till morn­
ing, very much at the expence o f my reputation, as the field is left open 
for any malicious conftruftion, upon feeing a man come out of my 
houfe, at fuch unfeafonable hours : and the misfortune is, I dare nei­
ther chide nor chaftife her for her audacity j for, her being privy to our 
correfpondence, puts a bridle in my mouth, obliging me to be filent on the 
fubjecl o f her folly, from which, I fear, fome mifchance will befal us.” 

When Camilla began this difcourfe, Lothario imagined it was an arti­
fice to deceive and perfuade him, that the man he had feen coming out 
o f the houfe had been there on Leonela’s account o n ly ; but, feeing his 
miftrefs weep, and in the utmoft affliction, intreat him to find out fome 
remedy for this inconvenience, he was convinced o f the truth, and cover­
ed with fhame and remorfe for what he had done: neverthelefs, he de- 
fired Camilla to make herfelf eafy, and promifed to fall upon fome me­
thod to curb Leonela’s infolence. He then told her what, inftigated by 
the rage o f jealoufy, he had difclofed to Anfelmo, who, by his appoint­
ment, was to conceal himfelf in the wardrobe, that he might have an 
inconteftible proof o f her infidelity: he begged pardon for his madnefs, 
with advice how to remedy it, and to extricate himfelf from the laby­
rinth in which he was involved by his own imprudence. Camilla 
was aftonifhed at the difcourfe o f Lothario, whom lhe chid and repri­
manded with great reafon and refentment, for the groundlefs fufpicion 
which had driven him to fuch a mad and rnifchievous refolution. 
But, women having naturally more invention than man can boaft of, 
either for a good or bad occafion, though fometimes, they fail in pre­
meditated fchemes j Camilla inftantly thought o f a cure for this feem- 
ingly incurable dilemma, and bad Lothario prevail upon her hufband to 
conceal himfelf in the appointed place, the very next day ; for, fhe 
hoped to reap fuch advantage from his concealment, as that, for the future, 
they fhould enjoy each other, without the lead; fear or interruption. She, 
therefore, without difclofing to her lover, the whole o f her plan, defired 
him to take care, when Anfelmo was hid, to come at Leonella’s call, and 
anfwer every queftion fhe fhould afk, in the fame manner as he would 
reply, i f  he did not know that her hufband was within hearing, Lothario 
infilled upon knowing the particulars o f her fcheme, that he might with 
more fecurity and fuccefs perform his cue j but, Camilla allured him, he 
had nothing to do but anfwer her queltions with truth and fincerity j be­
ing unwilling to make him previoully acquainted with her defign, left he 
fhould dilapprove of that which to her feemed fo neceflary, and recom­
mend another, which, perhaps, fhe might not think fo effectual. Ac­
cordingly, Lothario took his leave; and next day, Anfelmo, under pretence
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o f going to his friend’s country-houfe, fet out, but foon returned to his 
hiding-place; Camilla and her maicl having purpofely given him an op­
portunity o f getting in unfeen. There he remained in a date of pertur­
bation, which may be eafily conceived to harrafs the bread o f a man who 
expelled to fee with his own eyes, the bowels of his honour dide&ed, and 
found himfelf on the brink of lofing that fupremc blifs which he thought 
he podeded in his beloved Camilla.

She and her maid, by this time, certified of his being there, went to 
the wardrobe, which Camilla no fooner entered, than heaving a profound 
figh, “  Dear Leonela, faid die, rather than execute the defign which I 
conceal from your knowledge, that you may not endeavour to prevent it, 
would it not be better for you to take this poignard of Anfelmo, and 
plunge it in my unfortunate bofom ? Yet, do not, Leonela * for it were 
unreafonable, that I fhould be punifhed for another’s crime;. I want, fird, 
to know what the daring and licentious eyes of Lothario have difcerned 
in my conduit, that diould encourage him to declare a padion fo guilty 
as that which he hath owned, fo much to my difhonour and the prejudice 
o f his friend. Go to that window, Leonela, and beckon to him, for, doubt- 
lefs, he is now in the dreet, expeiting to fucceed in his wicked intention: 
but, I diall fird, execute mine, which is equally honourable and fevere.”
M Alas, madam ! anfwered the cunning and well-indru£ted Leonela, how 
do you intend to ufe that fatal poignard ? are you determined to take away 
your own life, or that o f Lothario ? by facrificing either the one or the 
other, you will intirely ruin your own reputation. You fhould rather 
dide your wrongs, than give that wicked wretch an opportunity of find­
ing us here alone : confider, madamy that we are but weak women, and- 
he a determined man, who, blinded by his guilty padion, may, by 
force deprive you o f that, which you value more than life, before you can: 
execute your purpofe upon him. A  plague upon my mader Anfelmo, for 
allowing that impudent fellow, to be fo free in his houfe ! befides, ma~

• dam, fhould you kill* him, as I believe you intend to do, what diall we 
do with him, after he is dead ?” “  Nothing, my friend, replied Camilla,, 
feut, let Anfelmo bury h im ; for, he ought to take pleafure in the talk 
of interring his own infamy. Go and beckon to him, I fay, for every 
moment I delay my jud revenge feems to injure afredi that fidelity which. 
I  owe to my hufband.”

All this converfation was overheard by Anfelmo, whofe fentiments were en­
tire ly  changed by what Camilla faid : and when he underdood that die intend­
ed to kill Lothario, he was inclined to come out and difcover himfelf, in or­
der to prevent the deed: but, he was diverted from that refolution by the 
defire of feeing the iffue of his wife’s gallant and virtuous determina­
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tion ; purpofing, however, to appear feafonably enough for the fafety of 
his friend.

About this time Camilla, throwing herfelf upon a couch, was feized 
with a violent fit, during which Leonela wept bitterly, exclaiming, “  Ah, 
woe is me ! muft I then fee, expiring in thefe unfortunate arms, the flower 
o f human virtue, the queen o f excellent wives, the pattern o f chaftity!” 
with other epithets o f the fame kind, which no body could have heard, 
without efleeming her the moft faithful and afflifted damfel upon earth, 
and her miflrefs another perfecuted Penelope. Camilla, having foon reco­
vered from her fit, faid to her woman, “  W hy don’t you go and call this 
the moft faithful friend that ever was feen by the day, or fhrouded by the 
night ? make hafte, go, run, fly ; let not the fire o f my rage be confumed 
by your delay, and the juft vengeance I mean to take, evaporate in curfes 
and unfubftantial threats.” “  I go, anfwered Leonela, but, you muft 
firft give me that poignard, left, in my abfence, you do a deed to make 
all thofe who love you weep to the end o f their lives.” tc Go, dear 
Leonela, replied her miftrefs, and fear nothing : for, although, in my opi­
nion, I may be rafli and even unreafonable in thus refenting the affront 
upon my honour j I lhall not behave like that Lucretia, who, ’tis faid, 
killed herfelf, though innocent, without having firft punifhed the villainous 
caufe o f her misfortune. I f  I muft die, I will at leaft fall, fully revenged 
o f him who is the occafion o f my being here, to bewail his audacious be­
haviour, which, I am fure, proceeded from no mifconduft o f mine.”

M any intreaties did fhe ufe, before Leonela would go and call Lothario, 
but, at length, fhe prevailed ; the maid went out to feek him, and, in her 
abfence, Camilla uttered the following foliloquy : “  Good heaven ! would 
it not have been more prudent to difmifs Lothario, as ufual, than to give 
him this occafion o f thinking me vitious and immodeft, even though that 
opinion can only laft until I have an opportunity o f undeceiving him P 
Yes, certainly : but, I fhall not think myfelf revenged, nor the honour o f 
my hufband fufficiently vindicated, i f  he efcapes fo fmooth and clean from 
this fnare into which his v/icked inclinations have decoyed him. Let the 
traitor pay with his life, for the enterprize o f his lafcivious defire;—  
the world fhall know, i f  even the affair be made public, that Camilla not 
only preferved her afreftion for her hufband, inviolate, but alfo took ven­
geance on the man who fought to impair it. Yet, methinks, I ought to 
difclofe the whole to Anfelm o: but, I have already touched upon the fub- 
jecl, in the letter I lent to him when he was in the country ; and his 
omitting to apply a remedy to the evil I then hinted at, muft certainly be 
owing to his own integrity, and unfufpedling heart, which would not fuf- 
fer him to believe, that the breaft o f fuch a conftant friend, could harbour
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one thought to the prejudice o f his honour: indeed, this was my own 
opinion, until his behaviour became intolerably licentious, and his pre- 
fents, promifes and tears, fully manifefted his guilty purpofe. But, where­
fore thefe reflections ? does a gallant refolution ftand in need o f hefitating 
advice ? No !— traitor, avaunt! hither vengeance ! enter, thou falfe, perfi­
dious wretch, come, quick, be fpeedy, die, and let the confequence be what 
it w ill! Pure and unfpotted I came into the pofleflion o f him whom hea­
ven appointed to be my hufband and my lord ! and equally pure fliall I 
leave his embrace, tho’ bathed in my ownchafte blood, andembrued in the 
tainted gore of the falfeft friend that ever friendfhip fa w !” So faying, fhe 
brandifhed the drawn dagger in her hand, and {talked acrofs the room with 
fucli difordered fteps and violent geftures, that fhe feemed to have loft her 
fenfes, and looked more like a defperate ruffian than a delicate wife.

A ll this tranfport and agitation was perceived, with aftonifhment, by A11- 
felmo, where he flood concealed behind the tapeftry: he thought he had 
now feen and heard enough to difpel fufpicions o f a ftronger kind, than 
thofe he entertained ; and even wiflied that the proof might proceed no far­
ther, by Lothario’s failing to keep the appointment; for, he was afraid 
that fome fudden, unlucky accident might happen— Being therefore, on 
the point o f lhewing himfelf, and running to embrace and undeceive his 
wife, he was prevented by feeing Leonela return with his friend, whom 
Camilla no fooner beheld, than drawing a line before her, with the dagger, 
file faid, “  Take notice, Lothario, if  you attempt to pafs this line, or even 
approach it, the moment I perceive your intention, I will plunge the poig- 
nard in my breaft. Without offering the leaft reply therefore, to this de­
claration, I defire you will liften to fome queftions I mean to alk, which 
you may anfwer as you fliall think proper: in the firft place, tell me, Lotha­
rio, i f  you know my hufband Anfelmo, and what ftation he maintains in 
your opinion? and then be as explicit in your fentiments of me: anfwer 
without perturbation or difficulty ; for, the queftions I aik, are eafily folved.” 

Lothario was not fo ignorant, but that he had conceived her defign, from 
the moment of her defiring him to advife Anfelmo to conceal himfelf; and 
■ therefore, his replies were fo feafonable, and correfponded fo exactly with 
her aim, that this fiction had all the air of the moft genuine truth. “  Beaute­
ous Camilla, faid he, I did not imagine you had fent for me, with a view 
o f alking queftions fo foreign to the purpofe for which I come: if  you mean 
to delay the promifed blifs, you might have protra&ed the affignation to a 
more diftant term ; for, the nearer the profpeft of enjoyment is, the more 
grievous will the difappointment b e : but, that you may have no caufe to 
complain of my refufing to anfwer your demands, I will own that I know 
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your hufband Anfelmo, with whom I have been intimate from our moft 
tender years. O f the friendfhip (as you know) fubfifting between us, I 
will fay nothing, that I may not bear witnels to the wrong which love, the 
powerful excufe of greater crimes, compels me to commit: you too I know, 
and rate as high as you can poflibly be in his efteem ; for a prize o f lefs 
value I fhould not have adled fo unbecoming my own character, or tranf- 
greffed thofe laws of perfect friendlhip, which I have broken and violated, 
at the inftigation of that mifehievous and irrefiftible power.”

“  Since thou art felf-convitled fo far, replied Camilla, thou mortal 
enemy to all that merits love ! with what face dared; thou appear before 
her who is the mirrour that reflects him, and in which thou oughteft to 
have feen how little reafon and encouragement thou had ft to wrong his ho­
nour : but, unfortunate that I am ! I have found out the caufe that induced 
thee to forget thyfelf fo far j it muft have been fome lightnefs o f carriage in 
m e; immodefty I will not call it, becaufe it could not be the effedt o f deli­
berate determination, but muft have proceeded from a negledt o f fome 
o f thofe forms which women often inadvertently omit, before thofe wrhom 
they think they can entertain without ceremony. Otherwife, tell me traitor, 
when did I ever anfwer thy addrefles with any word or fign that could awaken 
in thy breaft, the lead: glimpfe o f hope to accomplifh thy infamous aim ? did 
I not always reject and reprove thy amorous proteftations with rigour and 
feverity ? and when were thy promifes and prefents believed and accepted ? 
But, as I think no perfon could long perfevere in fuch a flagitious intention, 
without being fupported by fome fort o f hope, I am willing to lay the 
blame o f your impertinence at my own door; flnee, without doubt, fome 
failure o f care in me, hath enabled you to exert yours fo lo n g ; and therefore, 
I will inflidt upon myfelf, the punifnment that your crime deferves: but, 
that you may fee, in being thus inhuman to myfelf, it was impoflible for 
me to deal mildly by you, I have invited you hither, to be witnefs o f the 
lacrifice I mean to offer to the injured honour o f my noble hulband, whom 
you have aggrieved to the utmoft o f your power, I myfelf being acceffory 
to the wrong, becaufe I have not induftrioufly enough avoided all occa- 
fion, i f  I gave you any, o f favouring and countenancing your wicked in ­
clinations. I fay, the fufpicion I have, that fome levity o f mine engen­
dered fuch frantic fentiments in your bofom, gives me the utmoft pain, and 
prompts me to chaftife my indiferetion with my own hands, rather than 
make my fault more public, by fubmitting to another executioner: but, i f  
I muft perifli, my fall fhall be accompanied with the death o f him whole 
blood will fatisfy the vengeance which I already in fome meafure enjoy, 
when I confifler that, wherefoever I go, I fhall have before mine eyes, the
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vi&im  I offered to the moft difinterefted juftice, in punifhing the wretch 
who hath reduced me to this defpair.”

So faying, fhe affaulted Lothario with incredible force and agility, ma- 
nifefting fuch eagernefs to plunge the poignard in his breaff, that he him- 
lelf doubted whether her endeavours were feigned or real, and was adtually 
obliged to exert his whole ftrength in defending himfelf from Camilla, who 
a£ted this ftrange impoffure fo much to the life, that, in order to give it the 
greater appearance o f truth, fhe refolved to colour it with her own blood; 
for, feeing, or feigning that fhe could not touch Lothario, lhe cried, 
“  Tho’ fate denies me the full fatisfadlion of my juft defire, it cannot rob 
me of one part o f my revenge.” With thefe words, ftruggling to difengage 
her dagger-hand, which was held by Lothario, fhe at laft fucceeded, and 
diredting her poignard to a part o f her body, which fhe thought fhe might 
flightly wound without danger, fhe fheathed it between her lhoulder and 
left breaft, and fell upon the floor, as in a fwoon.

Leonela and Lothario were aftonifhed and confounded at this event, and 
ftill dubious whether or not Camilla was in earneft, when they faw her 
ftretched upon the ground, and bathed in her own blood. Lothario ran, in 
the utmoft fright and confternation, to draw forth the dagger; but, per­
ceiving what a fuperficial wound fhe had made, he recovered of the terror 
which had begun to feize him, and could not help admiring anew, the un­
common fagacity, prudence, and diferetion of the beautiful Cam illa: that 
he might, therefore, proceed in the part he had to a6f, he began to make 
a long and forrowful lamentation over the body, as if  fhe had been really 
dead, imprecating a thoufand curfes, not only upon himfelf, but alfo upon 
him who was the original caufe of this difafter: and as he knew that An- 
felmo was liftening, faid fuch melancholy things, that whofoever had heard 
him, would have pitied his cafe as much as that of Camilla, tho’ they had 
believed her actually dead.

Leonela lifted her up, and laying her on the bed, earneftly intreated Lo­
thario to find fome perfon who would cure her privately; and begged he 
would advife her, with regard to what fhe fhould tell Anfelmo, about her 
lady’s wound, in cafe he fhould return before fhe was cured: he faid, fhe 
might tell him what fhe pleafed, for, he was then in no condition to give 
any profitable advice about the matter: he only defired her to fall upon 
fome method of ftaunching the blood j and declared, that for his own part, 
he would go where man fhould never fee him. He accordingly depaited, 
with the appearance of infinite grief and anxiety, and, when he found him­
felf alone, in a private place, crofted himfelf with amazement, at the in­
vention of Camilla, and the artful behaviour of her m aid: he could ealily 
conceive that Anfelmo was, by this time, thoroughly convinced of his having
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fecond Portia for his w ife; and was impatient to fee him, that they might 
together extol her behaviour, which, tho’ impofture, had more appearance* 
o f truth than any thing of the fame kind that had ever been prattifed.

Leonela, as the was defired, ftopt her lady’s blood, o f which there was 
juft enough to give credit to her artifice; and wafhing the wound with a 
little wine, bound it up as well fhe could, uttering fuch forrowful expref- 
fions all the time, as would have been fufHcient, without any previous la­
mentation, to perfuade Anfelmo that his wife was the mirror o f chafti- 
ty. Leonela’s complaints were joined by thofe o f her miftrefs, who taxed 
herfelf with cowardice and pufillanimity, in having loft the beft oppor­
tunity file fhould ever have o f parting with that life which fhe abhorred. 
She confulted her maid about difclofing the whole affair to her beloved 
fpoufe; but, this fcheme Leonela oppofed, obferving that it would lay her ma­
tter under an obligation o f taking vengeance on Lothario ; a fatisfadtion he 
could not enjoy, without expofing himfelf to great danger; and that a 
virtuous woman, far from feeking to involve her hufband in quarrels, was 
in duty bound to keep him free o f all fuch difputes, by every method in 
her power. Camilla feemed to approve o f her maid’s prudence, and pro- 
mifed to follow her advice j but, laid it would be neceffary, at all events, 
to invent fome excufe to Anfelmo, about the wound which he could not fail 
o f obferving. Leonela alluring her, that fhe could never tell a lie even in 
jeft, the miftrefs replied, “  W hat fhall I do then, child ? for, I would not 
attempt to frame and maintain a falfehood, even tho’ my life depended 
upon i t : fince, therefore, we know not how to extricate ourfelves other- 
wile, we muft e’en difcover the naked truth, rather than run the rilk o f 
being detected in a lie.”  “  Don’t give yourfelf any further unealinels, ma­
dam, faid Leonela, by to-morrow morning I fhall have found fome ex­
pedient : perhaps the wound being where it is, may be concealed from his 
view, and heaven vouchfafe to favour your upright and honourable inten­
tion. Compofe yourfelf, dear madam, endeavour to calm the perturbation 
o f your fpirits, that my mafter may not perceive your diforder; and leave 
the confequence to my care, and that o f heaven, which never fails to favour 
the righteous delign.”

Anfelmo liftened with the utmoft attention to this tragedy,, o f the death 
of his honour, which was reprefented with fuch exquifite and furprifing 
addrefs, that the aCtors feemed really transformed into the very characters 
they feigned: he longed impatiently for night, and an opportunity o f  
efcaping unfeen, that he might fly to his worthy friend Lothario, and re­
ceive his congratulation upon the precious jewel he had found in this vindi­
cation of his wife’s virtue: they took care to furnifh him with the occafion 
he wanted, an:l he, without letting it flip* ran immediately in quell o f L o ­
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thario: it would be difficult to defcribe the eagernefs o f his embraces, at 
meeting, or to recount the exprefiions he ufed in the overflowings of his fa- 
tisfa<5tion, and the extravagant praifes he beflowed on Camilla. A ll thefe 
Lothario heard, without being able to manifefl: the leafl: figns o f jo y ; his 
reflexion taxed him with the deceit he had pra&ifed, and the injury he had 
done his unfufpe&ing friend. Anfelmo took notice, that he did not feem 
to participate in his pleafure, but, believed his concern proceeded from the 
thoughts o f having been the occafion of Camilla’s wound: he therefore,, 
among other things, told him to make himfelf eafy on that fcore j for, the 
hurt mull: certainly have been very flight, as they had agreed to conceal it 
from his knowledge; and fince there was no bad confequence to be appre­
hended, he hoped, for the future, to enjoy, in mirth and good humour,, 
the friendlhip of his dear Lothario, by whofe induftry and mediation, he 
now faw himfelf raifed to the molt fublime pitch of human felicity: at. the 
fame time he flgnified, that his defire and defign was to purfue no other 
amufement than that of compofing verfes in praife o f Camilla, that fhould 
tranfmit to latell pofterity the remembrance of her worth.

Lothario commended his laudable determination, and promifed to con­
tribute all that lay in his power towards the rearing of fiich an illuftri- 
ous edifice: fo that Anfelmo being the moll agreeably deceived of any man 
that ever lived, led by the hand, to his own houfe, the very man who, 
tho’ in his opinion, the inftrument of his glory, was the total perdition o f 
his fame. Camilla received him with a countenance exprefling refentment, 
but, a foul brimful of jo y j and their fecret correfpondence continued 
uninterrupted for a few months, at the end of which, the wheel of fortune 
having performed a full circle, the intrigue, which had been hitherto fo art­
fully concealed, was difcovered, and Anfelmo’s Impertinent Curiofity cofl: 
him his life.
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The conclufion o f the Impertinent Curiofity.

A L I T  T  L  E  more o f this novel remained to be read, when Sancho 
came running in great confufion, from the garret where his matter 

Don Quixote lay, bawling aloud, “  Come hither, gentlemen! make hafte 
to the attittance o f my matter, who is this precious minute engaged and 
grappled in the tougheft battle that ever my eyes beheld! E g a d ! he has 
given that fame giant, the enemy o f my lady the princefs of Micomicona, 
fuch a back-ftroke, as hath diced off his head, as fmooth and clean as the 
Ikin o f a turnip.” “  W hat do you mean, brother, faid the curate, clofing 
the book ? are you in your right wits, Sancho ? how the devil can your 
matter be fighting with a giant who is two thoufand leagues from hence ?” 

That inttant, they heard a great noife in the apartment, and Don .Quix­
ote pronounced aloud, “  Stay, villain, robber, caitiff, here I have thee, 
and thy fcymitar fhall not avail.” Then he began to ftrike furioufly at the 
w alls; and, Sancho exclaimed, “  Don’t ftand here liftening, but, go in 
and part the fray, or lend your attittance to my matter; tho’ I believe 
that will be needlefs by this tim e; for, the giant is certainly dead, and 
giving an account to God, o f his wicked and mifpent life : nay, I faw, with 
my own eyes, his blood running about the floor, and his head cut off, ly­
ing on one fide, as large as a wine-bag.” “  M ay I be hanged, cried the 
innkeeper, at thefe words, if  this Don Quixote, or Don Devil, has 
not cut open one of the fkins filled with red wine, that flood at his bed’s 
head, and the wine that ran out is miftaken by this Ample fellow for

So faying, he milled into the apartment, with the whole company at his 
heels, and found the knight in a very ludicrous fituation: he appeared in 
his fliirt, whicli was too fcanty before, to cover his thighs, and flill fhorter be­
hind, by fix inches at leafl, and dilplayed a pair o f long lank legs, imbrowned 
with hair, and not extremely clean; his head was covered with a little, red, 
greafy night-cap, belonging to the landlord; round his left arm he had 
wrapped the blanket of his bed, to which Sancho, for good reafons known 
to himfelf, bore an inveterate grudge; and in his right, he wielded his drawn 
fword, with which he laid about him at a furious rate, talking as i f  he 
was adlually at blows with the g ian t: but, what was very furprifing, his 
eyes were Unit all the time, and he was fall afleep, dreaming o f this encoun­
ter; for, his imagination was fo much engrolfed by the adventure he had
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undertaken to atchieve, as to make him dream that he was already arrived 
in the kingdom of Micomicon, and engaged in fingle combat with his g i­
gantic adverfary, inftead o f whom, he hacked the wine-bags fo furioufly, 
that the whole room was afloat with their contents.

The innkeeper no fooner perceived this havock, than incenfed to the lafl: 
degree, he aflaulted Don Quixote with his clenched fifts, and began to pum­
mel him fo feverely, that if  the curate and Cardenio had not interpofed, he 
would foon have put an end to the adventure of the g ian t: yet, for all 
that, the poor knight did not awake, until the barber, fetching a kettle of 
cold water from the well, foufed him all over; even then, tho’ fleep for- 
fook him, he did not recoiled!: the fituation he was in ; and Dorothea feeing 
him fo flight and airily equipt, did not choofe to be a fpedlatorof the com­
bat between her adverfary and protedlor. Mean while, Sancho went about 
the room, prying into every corner, and fearching for the giant’s head, 
which, when he could not And, “  I knew, faid he, that every thing goes- 
by enchantment in this houfe: the lafl: time I was in this very fpot, I re­
ceived a great many thwacks and thumps, without feeing a foul, or being 
able to guefs from whence they came; and now this head is vanifhed, tho’
I favv it cut off* with mine own eyes, and the blood fpout out o f  the body, 
like water from a fountain.” “  W hat do’fi thou talk of blood and foun­
tains, thou enemy o f God and his faints, cried the innkeeper! don’t you s 
fee, rafeal, that there is no blood or fountain, but, the fkins that are pier­
ced, and the red wine that fwims about the room ? I hope the foul o f him 
who pierced them, will fwim in hell!” “  I know nothing of the matter,
replied Sancho; but that, on account o f my not finding the head, I fliall 
fee my earldom diflolve like fait in water.”

Thus the fquire, tho’ awake, was more extravagant than Don Quixote 
in his dream : fuch an impreffion had his mafter’s promifes made upon his 
imagination. The phlegmatic temper o f the fquire, together with the mif- 
chievous difpofition of the knight, well nigh diftra£led the landlord, who 
lvvore, that they fliould not now, as formerly, go away without paying; 
and that all the privilege of their errantry fliould not exempt them, or ei­
ther o f them, from paying to the lafl: farthing for the damage they had 
done, even to the bits o f leather for botching the wine-fkins that were cut. 
The curate, by this time, had got hold of the hands of Don Quixote, who, 
believing he had now finifhed the adventure, and was, in prefence of the 
princefs Micomicona, fell upon his knees, before the prieft, faying, “  Re­
nowned princefs, your highnefs may henceforth live fecure of what thatr 
milbegotten wretch can do; and I, from this day forward, am acquitted 
o f my promife, which is now, by the affiftance of heaven above, and the 
favour of her for whom I live and breathe, happily and fully performed.”

“  Did
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cc Did not I tell you fo ? cried Sancho, hearing thefe words. You fee I am 
not drunk, and may take notice that my matter hath put the giant in 
pickle— the holidays will certainly come round, and the earldom fit me to 
a hair.”

W ho could refrain from laughing at the follies o f the matter and man ? 
they occafioned abundance of mirth to every one prefent, except the land­
lord, who curfed himfelf to the devil. At length the barber, curate and 
Cardenio, with no fmall difficulty, put the knight to bed again, where he 
fell afleep in an inftant, like one who had been exceffively fatigued: they 
left him to his repofe, and went out to confole Sancho for his difappoint- 
ment in lofing the giant’s head j but, they found it a harder tafk to pacify 
the innkeeper, who was driven almoft to defpair, by the fudden death o f his 
wine-bags: befides, the landlady began to cry, in a whimpering tone, “ In 
an unlucky minute and evil hour did this knight-errant enter my doors; 
for, I am fure, I  never beheld him, without paying dearly for the fight! 
The latt time he was here, he refufed to defray a whole night’s expence o f 
fupper, lodging, ftraw and barley, for himfelf and his fquire, his horfe and 
his afs j faying that he was a knight-errant, forfooth; (God fend him and all 
other knights-errant upon errands that will tend to their forrovv!) and 
therefore, was not obliged to pay for any thing, becaufe it was not ordained 
in the regifters o f chivalry: then, this gentleman coming after him t’other 
day, borrowed my tail, and tho’ I have got it again, it is a good penny the 
worfe for the wearing, the hair being plucked off in fuch a manner as 
makes it unfit for my hufband’s purpofe; and to finifh and conclude the 
whole, my bags are broke, and my wine fp ilt : (would I could fee his 
heart’s blood in the fame condition !) but, he mutt not think to get off fo 
cafily, for by the bones o f my father, and my mother’s fo u l! they fhall 
pay for every thing upon the nail j or, may I never be called by my own 
name again, or believed to be my father’s own child !”

Thefe, and other expreffions of the fame kind, were uttered, with great 
bitternefs, by the landlady; and her faithful fervant Maritornes joined in 
the exclamation, while the daughter held her peace, and, from time to time, 
fmiled at their indignation, which at latt was appeafed by the curate, who 
promiied to give them fatisfatttion, to the beft o f his power, for the lofs 
they had fuftained in bags and wine, and, in particular, for the damage 
done to the tail, which they valued fo high ly: and Dorothea comforted San - 
cho, by telling him, that as foon as ever it fhould appear that his matter 
had actually cut off the giant’s head, and the fhould find herfelf in quiet 
polleffion o f her kingdom, fhe would beftow upon him the beft earldom in 
her gift. The fquire was confoled by this promife, and allured the prin- 
cefs, that he was ..certain he had feen the giant’s head, by the fame token,

that
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that he had a huge beard that flowed down to his middle; and that the whole 
was now vanilhed, becaufe every thing in that houfe was performed by en­
chantment, as he had found by woeful experience, the laft time he had 
lodged in that apartment. Dorothea faid fhe was of the fame opinion, 
defiring he would give himfelf no uneafinefs, for, every thing would be for 
the beft, and fucceed to his heart’s content. The quiet of the houfe being 
thus re-eftablifhed, the curate wanted to read the remaining part of the no­
vel, which, he perceived, already drew near a clofe; and Cardenio, Dorothea 
and the reft, intreating him to finifli the ftory, he, with a view o f pleafing 
them as well as himfelf, proceeded in thefe words:

“  Anfelmo being now fatisfied of his wife’s virtue, enjoyed himfelf with­
out the leaft difturbance or care; while Camilla, in order to dilguife her 
real fentiments, affected always to frown upon Lothario, who, as a further 
fandtion to this ftratagem, defired Anfelmo to excufe him from coming to 
his houfe, fince it was plain that Camilla was difgufted at his prefence: but, 
the infatuated Anfelmo would by no means comply with this requeft; fo 
that this unhappy hulband was, in a thoufand fhapes, the author of his 
own difhonour, while, in his own opinion, he was laying up a ftore of hap- 
pinefs and reputation.”

About this time, Leonela’s defire o f gratifying her own loofe wilhes, 
carried her to fuch a pitch of imprudence, that fhe gave her wantonnefs the 
rein, without the leaft caution; confcious that her miftrefs would conceal 
her condudl, and even advife her how to carry on the intrigue with the 
leaft danger of being detected. At length, however, Anfelmo, one night, 
heard fomebody walking in her apartment, and endeavouring to get in and 
fee who it was, found the door fliut againft him. This circumftance in- 
creafing his defire, he made a violent effort, and the door flew open; upon 
which he entered, and feeing a man leap out of the window, into the ftreet, 
ran haftily to lay hold or get fight of him ; but, he was difappointed in 
both, by Leonela, who hanging upon her mafter, cried, “  Hold, dear Sir, 
be not furprized, nor feek to purfue the perfon who is fled he was here on 
my account, and is as good as my wedded hulband.”

Anfelmo would give no credit to her words, but, blinded with paffion, 
drew his poignard to ftab Leonela, whom he commanded to reveal the 
truth, on pain of immediate death. She, terrified by his threats, anfwered, 
without knowing what fhe faid, “  Spare my life, good Sir, and I will dif- 
clofe things o f greater importance than you imagine.” “  Speak then, cried 
Anfelmo, or thou lhalt inftantly die.” “  At prelent, replied Leonela, I 
am in fuch perturbation, that I cannot poflibly make a diftindt confeflion—  
delay your vengeance till to-morrow morning, and then you fliall hear 
fomething that will ftrike you with aftonilhment; mean while, be allured,
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that he who leapt out of the window, is a young man of this city, who has 
given me a promife o f marriage.

Anfelmo being fomewhat pacified by this declaration, refolved to grant 
the refpite fhe demanded; tho’ he never dream’d o f hearing any thing to 
the prejudice o f Camilla, o f whofe virtue he was fatisfied and fecure: he, 
therefore, quitted the room in which, however, he locked up Leonela, telling 
her, die mud continue in that place, until fhe fhould have made this promifed 
difeovery: then going to Camilla, informed her o f every thing that had 
paffed, together with the promife her maid had made o f difeovering things 
o f great importance. It is aimod needlefs to fay that Camilla was didurbed 
at this information the terror that took pofleffion o f her was fuch, that 
believing, with good reafon too, Leonela would actually difclofe to Anfel­
mo, every circumdance o f her infidelity, fhe had not refolution enough to 
wait the ilfue of her fufpicion; but, that very night, while her hufband was 
adeep, collected the bed o f her jewels, with lome money, and getting out 
o f the houfe, without being perceived, fled to Lothario, and recounted what 
had happened ; at the fame time, befeeching him to put her in a place of 
fafety, or accompany her to fome retreat, where they fhould be fecure from 
the fearch o f Anfelmo.

Such was the confufion o f Lothario, at the news o f this unexpected event, 
that he could not anfwer one fyliable, nor for fome time, refolve upon what 
was to be done. A t length, he propofed to carry Camilla to a monadery, 
the abbefs o f which was his fird coufin; and his midrefs confenting to the 
propofal, he conduced her thither, with all the difpatch which the nature 
o f the cafe required, and leaving her to the care o f his relation, quitted 
the city that very night, without imparting the canfe o f his abfence to any 
living foul.

Next morning, foon as it was day, Anfelmo, without perceiving that Ca­
milla was gone, fo eagerly did he long to hear this confeflion of her maid, 
arofe and went dire&ly to the room in which he had confined her j but, he 
no fooner opened the door, and entered the apartment, than he perceived 
the fheets o f the bed tied together, hanging out at the window; a manifed 
proof that Leonela had lowered herfelf down into the dreet, by means o f 
that contrivance: he then returned, with a good deal o f chagrin, to com­
municate his difappointment to Camilla, whom, w'hen he could not find, 
he was feized with the utmod condernation, efpecially, as none o f the ler— 
vants could give the lead account o f her departure : but, chancing, in the 
courfe of his inquiry, to find the coffers open,. and the bed part o f her jew­
els carried off, he began to comprehend hisdilgrace; and concluded, that: 
Leonela w as not the caufe of his misfortune.

Difpirited •



Difpirited with this reflexion, he did not flay to drefs, but went, in a 
moft difconfolate fltuation, to give an account of his mifhap, to his friend 
Lothario; and, when he underftood from his fervants, that their mafter had 
gone out in the night, and carried all his ready money along with him, he 
had well nigh loft his fenfes. T o  crown his mifery, he returned to his own 
houfe, which was deferted by all his fervants, and found himfelf the moft 
folitary being in nature: he knew not what to think, lay or do, and his 
judgment began to be impaired; for, upon recollection, he perceived that he 
was in an inftant, deprived o f wife, friend and fervants, renounced by hea­
ven, and, what he felt more deeply than any other part of his difafter, de- 
ftitute of honour, by the mifconduCt of Camilla, from which he dated his 
utter deftruCtion. At length, after a long internal ftruggle, he refolved to 
go to die country-houfe of his friend, where he had been, when he fur- 
nifhed the opportunity o f planning his own ruin. Accordingly, having 
locked his door, he mounted his horfe, and almoft fainting under the bur­
then o f his woes, fet out for that place: but, fcarce had he travelled one 
half o f the way, when harrafled by his fhocking reflexions, he was obliged 
to alight and tie his horfe to a tree, at the root of which, he threw himfelf 
down, giving vent to the moft lamentable flghs that ever were heaved: 
there he remained till the twilight, about which time, perceiving a man 
coming on horfeback from the city, after falutation, he alked what news 
were ftirring at Florence ?— “  The ftrangeft, replied the citizen, that have 
been heard thefe many days: it is publicly reported, thet Lothario, the in­
timate friend of Anfelmo the rich, who lived at St. John’s, hath this laft 
night, carried off the wife o f his friend, who is alfo milling. This difco- 
very was made to the governor by Camilla’s maid, who was deteded in let­
ting herfelf down by a fheet, from one of the windows o f Anfelmo’s houfe: 
in fhort, I  do not know the particulars exaftly j but, the whole city is afto- 
nilhed at this event, which they could never have expeCted from the inti­
macy of the two gentlemen, who were fo ftriCtly united in the bands of 
amity, as to acquire the title o f the Tw o Friends.” “  Do you know what 
road Lothario and Camilla have taken,” faid Anfelmo ? “  That is not yet 
difcovered, replied the traveller; tho’ the governor hath ufed great diligence 
in the inquiry.” Anfelmo wiflied him a good even j and the citizen hav­
ing returned the compliment, proceeded on his journey.

Thefe unhappy news reduced this ill-fated hufband to the verge o f death as 
well as diffraction : he mounted, however, as well as he could, and arrived 
at the houfe of his friend, who had not as yet heard of his misfortune ■, but, 
feeing him fo exhaufted, ghaftly and pale, imagined he had met with fome 
grievous difafter. Anfelmo begged to be put to bed immediately, and fur- 
mfhed with pen, ink and paper: thus provided, he was left alone, and the
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chamber lock’d, at his own defire: then, the remembrance o f his misfor­
tune began to be fo heavy upon his foul, that he plainly perceived his end 
approaching, and being defirous of declaring the caufe o f his ftrange and 
fudden death, he took up the pen; but, before he could execute his defign, 
his breath failed him, and he expired, a vi£tim to that forrow which was 
occafioned by his own impertinent curiofity. His friend finding it grow 
late, and that Anfelmo had not called, went into his chamber, to enquire 
about his health: there he found him lying upon his face, one half o f his 
body in bed, and the other on the table, with a pen in his hand, and a 
written paper lying open before him.

The gentleman, having fpoke to him, without receiving an anfwer, took 
him by the hand, and feeling him cold and ftiff, concluded he was dead. 
Surprized and concerned to the laft degree, he called up his family to be 
witnefies o f this melancholy event, and knowing the paper to be Anfel- 
mo’s own hand-writing, read the contents, in thefe w ords: “  I am deprived 
o f life by my own impertinent curiofity: i f  the news o f my death reach 
Camilla’s ears, let her know that I forgive her infidelity; for, fhe was not 
bound to perform miracles, nor I under any necefiity o f expecting them at 
her hands: fince therefore, I have been the contriver o f my own difhonour,
there is noreafonthat------- ” So far he had written, but life had forfaken
him, before he could finifh the fentence. Next day, his friend fent an ac­
count of his death to his parents, who were already informed of his mifi- 
chance, as alfo o f the convent to which Camilla had retreated; and where 
file now lay at the point of accompanying her fpoufe in his laft, indifpen- 
fible journey; not fo much on account of Anfelmo’s death, as in confequence 
o f the information fhe received concerning her abfent lover: it was faid, 
that tho’ file was now a widow, fhe would neither quit the convent, nor 
take the ve il: but, in a little time, the news arrived of Lothario’s being 
killed in a battle which was fought between the renowned captain Gon- 
calo Fernandez de Cordova, and monfieur de Lautrec, in the kingdom of 
Naples, whither this too late repenting friend had made his retreat. This 
event was no fooner known, than Camilla profefied herfelf nun, and, in a 
few days, yielded up her life a prey to grief and melancholy. Such was the 
untimely end to which they were all brought, from a beginning o f whim 
and indifcretion !

This novel, laid the curate, is not am ifs; but, I cannot think the ftory 
is true, and if  it be feigned, the author has erred in point o f invention; for, 
it cannot be fuppoled, that any hulband would be fo mad as to try this dan­
gerous experiment of Anfelmo : had it been related o f a gallant and his m i- 
ftrefs, it might have pafled; but, with regard to a hufband and his wife, it 
is altogether improbable: however, the manner o f narrating it is not dis­
agreeable. C FI A  P.
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C H A P .  IX .

An account of other flrange adventures that happened at the Inn..

A T  that inftant, the landlord {landing at the inn-door, exclaimed,.
“  There’s a noble company: odd ! if  they halt here, we fhall fing 

for joy.” “  W hat company,” faid Cardenio ? “  Four men, replied the inn­
keeper, who ride with fliort flirrups, each o f them equiped with lance, tar­
get and m afk; with a lady on a fide-faddle, dreffed in white and veiled, 
and two attendants on foot.” When the pFieft afked if they were near, he 

- anfwered, “  So near, that they are already at the gate.”
Dorothea hearing this information, put on her veil, and Cardenio with­

drew into Don Quixote’s apartment. Immediately the whole company, an­
nounced by the landlord, entered the inn yard, and the four horfemen, 
who were perfons o f genteel mien and carriage, inflantly alighting, went 
to help the lady from her horfe; when one of them, taking her in his arms, 
placed her in a chair that flood by the door of the -room, in which Carde­
nio had concealed himfelf. A ll this time, neither fhe nor they took off 
their mafks, nor uttered one fyllable; but, when fhe was feated, fhe heav­
ed a profound figh, and let her arms fall down on each fide, like a perfon 
fainting with weaknefs. While the footmen led the horfes into the liable, 
the curate, being curious to know who thofe perfons were, fo remarkable in 
their filence and drefs, went up and put the queftion to one of the lacquies, 
who anfwered, “  Truly, fignor, we are as ignorant in that particular as 
you are; tho’ they feem to be people of condition, efpecially he who took 
the lady in his arms, becaufe all the reft behave to him with great refpeCl, 
following his directions in every thing, with the utmoil punctuality.”  
“  And, pray who may the lady be, faid the priell ?” “  We know as little 
of her as o f the men, replied the lacquey; for, during the journey, I have 
never once beheld her face; I have often heard her figh bitterly, and utter 
piercing groans, in every one of which, {he feemed to yield her very foul: 
hut, it is not to be wondered at, that we fhould know fo little of their af­
fairs ;• my companion and I having attended them two days only: for, meet­
ing us on the road, they intreated and pcrfuaded us- to accompany them as 
far as Andaloulia, promifmg to pay us handfomely for our trouble.” “  Have 
you never heard one of them named,” relumed the curate? “  Never once-, 
anfwered the young man; they travel with furprifing filence j. nothing is 
heard but the fobs and fighs of the poor lady, which move us to compaf- 
fion: we firmly believe, that {he is forced upon this journey; and gather
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from her drefs, that flue is a nun, or which is more probable, going to tak£ 
the veil, and finding herfelf very little inclined to that way o f life, is melan­
choly at the profpedt.”

The curate faid nothing was more probable, and leaving the lacquey, re­
turned to Dorothea, who, by this time, out o f natural fympathy with the 
affliction o f the mafked lady, had approached and accofted her in thefe 
w ords: (£ W hat is the matter with you, dear madam ? I f  you labour under 
any indifpofition which the pra6tice and experience o f women can relieve, 
my afiiffance is heartily at your fervice.” T o  this kind offer no reply was 
made by the forrowful lady, who, notwithftanding the other’s repeated in­
treaties, would not open her mouth ; until the perfon, who, by the lac­
quey’s information, was chief o f the company, addreffing himfelf to Do­
rothea, faid, “  Do not fatigue yourfelf, madam, in making proffers o f fer­
vice to that woman, who cannot be grateful for any favour fhe receives; 
nor importune her for any reply, unlefs you defire to hear fome faliehoods 
proceed from her lips.” “  M y lips, faid the hitherto filent lady, were ne­
ver profaned with fallehoodj on the contrary, my prefent misfortune is 
owing to my fincerity and my abhorrence of lies. O f this afiertion, you 
yourfelf are too fenfible j fince your own perfidy and falfehood are the ef­
fects o f my conftancy and truth.”

Thefe words were diftindlly overheard by Cardenio, who was only fepa- 
rated from them by the door of Don Quixote’s chamber j and they no fooner 
reached his ears, than he cried aloud, “  Good heaven! W hat do I hear! 
W hat voice is that which {truck my fenfe!” The lady being exceedingly 
furprized at that exclamation, turned about her head, and not feeing the 
perfon that pronounced it, ftarted up and ran towards the apartment from 
whence it feemed to come j but, was prevented by her conductor, who would 
not fuffer her to move one ffep farther. In the diforder occafioned by her 
ftruggle, her mafk droped off, and difeovered a countenance o f incompar­
able and amazing beauty, even tho’ difguifed with palenefs and horror; 
for, her eyes rolled about to every corner which her fight could reach, 
with fuch eagernefs and wildnefs, that fhe looked like a woman poffeffed.

Dorothea, and all prefent, were infinitely concerned at thefe fymptoms, 
the meaning o f which they could not underftand: mean while, the cava­
lier was fo bulled in holding her faff by the fhoulders, that he could not at­
tend to his malk, which alfo fell to the ground: and Dorothea lifting up 
her eyes towards him, as he held the lady in his arms, perceived that this 
cavalier was no other than her own hulband, Don Fernando. No fooner 
did fhe recognize his features, than fetching a long and melancholy figli from 
the very bottom of her foul, Ihe fell backward in a fwoon, and if  the bar­
ber had not been at hand to fupport her, would have certainly come to the

ground:
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ground : the curate ran inftantly to take off her veil, that he might fprinkle 
water on her face, which was immediately known by Don Fernando, who 
held the other lady in his arms, and was thunderllruck at the fight: he 
would not, however, quit Lucinda, who ftruggled to get loofe; fhe and 
Cardenio having by this time, recognized each other by their mutual excla­
mations : he had alfo overheard the groan uttered by Dorothea, when fhe 
fainted, and believing that it proceeded from Lucinda, rufhed out of his 
apaitment in a fright, when the firft object he beheld was Don Fernando 
clafping her in his arms. This nobleman knew him immediately, and all 
three, namely, Lucinda, Cardenio, and Dorothea, were (truck dumb with 
aftonifhment, and feemed infenfible of what had happened; gazing in 
filence, at one another.

Dorothea directed her eager view to Don Fernando, who flared at Carde­
nio, whofe eyes were fixed upon Lucinda, who looked wifhfully at him ; but, 
the firft that broke filence, was this laft, who addrefled herfclf in thefe words 
to Don Fernando: “  Suffer me, fignor, in regard to your own character, fince 
you are deaf to every other confideration, to cleave to that wall o f which I 
am the ivy, to avail myfelf of that prop from which you could not difengage 
me, with all your importunities, promifes and threats. Behold how heaven, 
by unufual and myflerious means, hath brought me to my true and lawful 
hufband: and fince you know, by dear-bought experience, that nothing but 
death can expel his image from  my breafl, let this plain demonflration, 
fince all other attempts are vain, convert your love into rage, your friend- 
fhip into hate, and inftantly deprive me o f life, which I fhall yield with 
pleafure in the prefence of my legal lord, who will then, perhaps, be con- - 
vinced of the fidelity I preferved to the laft moment of my exiftence.”

In the mean time Dorothea, being recovered from her fwoon, had lis­
tened. to Lucinda’s declaration, by which fhe difcovered her fituation- and 
name:, but, perceiving that Don Fernando neither quitted his hold, nor 
anfwered one word to her follicitation, fhe exerted her whole. ftrength in . 
falling down-on her knees before him, and having fhed a large quantity of 
tears from her beautiful eyes, accofted him in thefe words: “  M y dear 
lord! if  your eyes were not dazzled and obfcured by the rays o f that fun 
which you hold eclipfed within your arms, you .would perceive that (lie 
who thus kneels before you, is the unhappy (fo long as you are pleafed fhe 
Ihould be fo) and forlorn Dorothea— I am that .humble country-maiden 
whom your generality or paflion vouchfafed to raife to the honour of call­
ing you her own. I am fhe who, confined within the bounds of modelty, 
lived a contented life, until moved by your importunities, and feemingly 
upright addrefles, (he opened the gates of her referve, and furrendered to 
you the keys of her freedom. An offering but ill requited, as plainly ap- *
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pears by that hard fate, in confequence of which, I am found in this place, 
and alfo find you in your prefent fituation. Neverthelefs, I would not have 
you imagine that I came hither, induced by any dishonourable motives; 
but, that the forrow conceived at feeing mylelf forfaken and forgotten by 
you, was the foie caufe o f my retreat. You defired I Should be your own, 
and that defire you accomplilhed fo effectually, that altho’ your inclinations 
may be changed, it is impolfible you Should ceafe to be mine. Confider, my 
lord, that my unparallelled affection may counterbalance the beauty and 
birth o f her, for whom I am abandoned: you cannot be the fair Lucin­
da’s hufband, becaule you are already mine, nor She become your wife, 
while She appertains to Cardenio; and it will be a much eafier talk, i f  you 
reflect upon it, impartially, to recal your love for her who adores you, 
than to gain the affeCtion o f one by whom you are abhorred. You folli- 
cited my unfufpeCting heart, you importuned my integrity, you was not 
ignorant o f  my lowly Station, and know in what manner I yielded to your 
w ill; fo, that you have no Subterfuge, nor the leaft room to fay you was 
deceived. I f  this be the cafe, as doubtlefs it is, and you be a chriftian as 
well as a gentleman, why do you, by fuch evafions, delay to make the end 
as happy as the beginning o f my fortune ? I f  you will not receive me as 
what I really am, your lawful wife, at leaft, admit me into the number 
o f your Slavesj for, in whatever Shape I belong to you, I Shall account 
myfelf fortunate and blefled: do not, therefore, by renouncing me in- 
tircly, give fcandal an opportunity o f impeaching my honour. Make not 
my parents miferable in their old age ; their faithful Services to your father 
merit a more kind return : i f  you think your blood will be debafed, in min­
ing with mine, confider, that almoSt all the great families on earth have 
undergone the fame intercourfe, and that the woman’s quality in no man­
ner affects illuSlrious defcents: befides, true nobility confifts in virtue, and 
in that I Shall have the advantage over you, i f  you deny and oppofe the 
juStice o f my claim. In fine, the laft argument I Shall ufe is this, whether 
you are pleafed or difpleafed with your deftiny, I am your lawful w ife : 
witnefs your own words, which neither are, nor ought to be falfe, i f  you 
value yourfelf on that, for which you undervalue m e; witnefs your hand­
writing, and heaven above, to the testimony o f which you appealed, for 
the performance o f your prom ife: and i f  all thefe Should fail, your confci- 
ence will never ceaSe whiSpering to you, amidSt your pleafures, in vindi­
cation of this truth, which will diSturb your moSt exalted enjoyments.”

This fupplication, enforced with other arguments, was pronounced fo 
feelingly by the afflicted and weeping Dorothea, that tears o f fympathy 
were Shed by all prefent, the companions o f Don Fernando not excepted 
lie himfelf listened without anfwering one word, until She had made an end

of
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o f her addrefs, and begun to utter fuch woeful fighs and groans, as were 
almoft fulficient to melt an heart of brafs. Lucinda flood gazing upon her 
with equal companion for her forrow, and admiration of her beauty and 
good fenfe; nay, (lie would have gone and offered her all the confolation 
in her power, had fhe not Drill been kept fall locked in the arms of Don 
Fernando, who, full o f confufion and furprize, after having for a good 
while fixed his eyes upon Dorothea, with great attention, opened his arms, 
and leaving Lucinda at liberty, faid, “  You have conquered, beauteous Do­
rothea— The vidlory is yours; for, fo many truths conjoined are furely 
irrefiftible.”

Lucinda was fo faint and weak, that when Don Fernando quitted her, 
flie would have fallen to the ground, had it not been for Cardenio, who 
had placed himfelf behind her ravifher, that he might not be known : but 
now, laying afide all fear, and refolving to adventure every thing, he fprung 
to the aififlance of Lucinda, and catching her in his arms, <c If, faid he, it 
be the will and pleafure of pitying heaven, that you fhould find repofe, 
my faithful, conflant and charming Lucinda! I think you can enjoy it no 
where fo fecurely, as in thefe arms, which now receive, and formerly en­
circled you, when fortune was pleafed that I fhould call you mine.”

At thefe words, fhe gazed upon him with great eagernefs; fhe had be­
fore begun to recognize his voice, and now, recollecting his features, like 
a perfon deprived o f judgment, who difregards all decency and form, 
fhe threw her arms about his neck, and joining her lips to his, “  Yes, my 
dear Cardenio, faid fhe, you are the real lord of this your have, in fpite 
of adverfe fate, and all thole threats, tho’ greater than they are, that perfe- 
cute my life, which now depends on yours alone.”

An unexpedted fight was this, to Don Fernando, and all the by-ftatiders, 
who were not a little furprized at what they faw. While Dorothea obferv- 
ing her hufband change colour, and fignify an inclination o f being re­
venged upon Cardenio, by laying his hand upon his fword, ran, with in­
credible agility, and clafping his knees, which fhe killed, held him fo firmly 
embraced that he could not move, faying, while the tears incefiantly trick­
led from her eyes, “  What means my only refuge, to do on this unexpected 
occafion ? Your own wife is now kneeling before you, and fhe whom you 
defire to wed is in the arms of her lawful hufband; confider whether it be 
juft or polftble for you to undo that which heaven hath done j why fhould 
you feek to unite yourfelf with one who, difdaining all oppofition and in­
convenience, and confirmed in her own conftancy and truth, even before 
your eyes, lets fall from hers, a fhower of tendernefs into the bofom of her 
lawful fpoufe ? for the fake of God and of yourfelf, I intreat and befeech 
you not only to check your indignation, but alfo to fupprefs it intirely, fo, 
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that thefe two lovers may, without any impediment from you, enjoy each 
other as long as heaven will permit them to live. In this fe f-denial you will 
manifeft the generofity o f your noble and illuftrious foul, and convince 
the world, that you are governed more by reafon than by appetite.”

While Dorothea pronounced thefe words, Cardenio, though he held L u ­
cinda in his arms, kept his eyes ftill fixed upon Don Fernando, with full 
refolution, i f  he attempted any thing to his prejudice, to defend himfelf 
as well as he could, againft his adverfary and all his adherents, although 
it fhould coft him his life. But, this young nobleman’s friends, together 
with the curate and barber, not forgetting honeft Sancho Panza, who were 
prefent at the whole affair, interpofed, and making a circle about him, 
begged earneftly, that he would be pleafed to confider the tears o f Doro­
thea, and if  what fhe alledged was true, as they firmly believed it was, no 
longer fuffer her to be defrauded o f her juft and reafonable hope. They 
defired him to obferve, that in all appearance, it was not by accident, but 
the immediate diredion o f providence, that they had all met together, fo 
unexpededly in this place: and the curate entreated him to refled, that 
death alone could divide Lucinda from Cardenio; that though they 
might be parted by the edge of the fword, they would look upon death as 
the greateft blefling that could befal them j and that, in a cafe o f this 
kind, which admitted o f no other remedy, it would be his wifeft courfe, 
to conftrain and conquer his own paflion, and demonftrate the generofity 
o f his heart, by permitting, o f his own free-will, thefe two lovers to en­
joy that ftate o f happinefs which heaven had ordained for their lo t : 
that he fhould contemplate Dorothea’s beauty, which far from being ex­
celled, was equalled in few or none j and to her beauty, add the confide- 
ration o f her humility and exceflive love ; above all, take notice, that i f  
he valued himfelf upon being a gentleman and a chriftian, he could do no 
Iefs than perform the promife he had given, and in fo doing, add in con­
formity to the will o f God, and fatisfy the difereet part o f mankind, who 
are very fenfible, that it is the prerogative o f beauty, even in a low eftate, 
when accompanied with virtue, to be lifted up to the higheft rank, with­
out any difparagement to the perfon who thus raifes it to an equality with 
himfelf ; and fince the irrefiftible force o f inclination muft prevail, pro­
vided there be nothing criminal in the means, he is not to be blamed who 
ad s according to its didates.”

T o  thefe arguments were added fo many o f the fame fort, that the va­
liant heart o f Don Fernando, nourifhed by illuftrious blood* relented, and 
he was overcome by the force o f that truth which, however inclined, he 
could not deny. The fignal o f his furrender, and yielding to this reafon­
able and juft propofal, was his ftooping down and embracing Dorothea,

to
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to whom he faid, “  Rife, madam; it is not juft, that ftie who reigns 
in my foul, fhould lie proftrate at my feet. I f  hitherto, I have given 
fmall proof o f what I now profefs, perhaps, my omiffion hath been owing 
to the appointment of heaven, that by giving you an opportunity of ma- 
nifefting the fincerity o f your love, I might know how to efteem you ac­
cording to your deferts. I beg, therefore, you will not upbraid me with 
my milcondudt and unkind ncgledt j fince the fame force and occafion that 
attached me to you, was the caufe o f my endeavour to difengage myfelf. 
That you may be convinced of the truth, behold and contemplate the eyes 
of the now contented Lucinda, in which you will find an excufe for all 
my errors: and, fince ftie hath found and attained her heart’s defire, and 
my utmoft wifli is fulfilled in thus retrieving you, may fhe live in peace 
and quiet, for many happy years, with her Cardenio, and may heaven 
grant the fame felicity to me with Dorothea.”

So faying, he embraced her again, prefling his lips to hers with fuch 
tendernefs, that it required his greateft efforts to forbear giving, with his 
tears, indubitable figns of his affection and remorfe. But, thofe endea­
vours did not fucceed with Lucinda, Cardenio, and every other perfon pre- 
fent, who began to weep fo plentifully, either at their own happinefs, or 
the fatisfa&ion of their friends, that one would have thought feme griev­
ous misfortune had happened to the whole company. Even Sancho blub­
bered, though he afterwards owned, that his forrow proceeded from fee­
ing that Dorothea was not, as he imagined, the queen of Micomicon, from 
whom he expected fuch favours.

This univerfal admiration and thaw having lafted fome time, Cardenio 
and Lucinda fell upon their knees before Don Fernando, whom they thank­
ed for his generofity in fuch polite terms, that he fcarce knew what anfwer 
to make, but, raifed and embraced them both, with demonftrations o f 
uncommon courtefy and affe&ion. Then alking Dorothea, how fhe had 
come to that place fo diftant from her own home, fhe, with great elegance 
and brevity, repeated what fhe had before recounted to Cardenio : and her 
hulband and his company were fo pleafed with her narration, that they 
wifhed it could have been fpun out to a much greater length: fo gracefully 
did flie relate her own misfortunes.

Her tafk being finifhed, Don Fernando informed them of what had 
happened in the city after he found, in Lucinda’s bofom, the paper in 
which fhe declared herfelf Cardenio’s wife. Seeing that fhe could not 
poffibly be his, he faid, he was determined to put her to death, and would 
actually have executed his purpofe, had not her parents interpofed. He 
then quitted the houfe, full of fhame and refentment, reiolving to revenge 
himfelf with the firft opportunity j and next day, underftood that fhe was
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gone off, without any body’s knowing whither fhe had dire&ed her flight. 
At length, however, in a few months, he got notice, that fhe was in a 
certain monaftery, where fhe intended to (pend her whole life, fince fhe 
could not enjoy it in the company of Cardenio. He no fooner received 
this intimation, than chcofing thefe three gentlemen for his companions, 
he went ftrait to the place of her refidence, but, without fpeaking to her, 
or making himfelf known, left the monaftery lhould be more ftridtly 
guarded on his account. He waited therefore until, one day, he found the 
porter’s lodge open, when leaving two o f his friends to fecure the door, 
he entered the monaftery, with the other, in queft o f Lucinda, whom he 
found in the cloifters, talking with a n u n ; and fnatching her off, without 
giving her a moment’s time for recollection, carried her inftantly to a place 
where they provided themfelves with neceffaries for their journey. This ex­
ploit they were enabled to perform with fafety, becaufe the monaftery flood 
in the middle o f a field at a good diftance from any village or town. Fie 
faid, Lucinda no fooner perceived herfelf in his power, than fire fainted 
away, and when fhe recovered the ule of her fenfes, did nothing but weep 
and figh, without fpeaking one w o rd ; fo that, accompanied with filence 
and tears, they had arrived at that inn, which he looked upon as the hea­
venly goal where all earthly misfortunes are happily terminated.
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C H A P .  X .

A  continuation o f the hiftory o f the renowned princefs Micomicona j with
other pleafant adventures.

SA N C H O  heard every thing that paffed, with no fmall anxiety o f 
mind, feeing the hopes of his preferment vanifli into fmoke, the beau­

tiful princefs Micomicona transformed into Dorothea, the giant into Don 
Fernando, and his mafter in a found fleep, intirely ignorant of what 
had happened. Dorothea could not perluade herfelf, that all her good 
fortune was not a dream ; Cardenio entertained the fame opinion, which 
was alfo embraced by Lucinda ; while Don Fernando gave thanks to hea­
ven for its favour, in extricating him from that labyrinth o f perplexity, in 
which he was at the point o f lofing his reputation and foul. In fine, 
every perfon prefent was well fatisfied,. and rejoiced at the happy iffue of 
fuch intricate and defperate affairs. The curate reprefented every thing 
in the right point of view, with great diferetion, and congratulated the 
parties concerned, on the felicity they had acquired ; but, Ihe whofe joy 
was moft vociferous was the landlady, who loudly exulted in the promote
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of Cardenio and the curate, who had undertaken to pay her with in- 
tereft, for the damage ftie had fuftained on Don Quixote’s account. San- 
cho alone, as we have already obferved, was afflicted, unfortunate and 
fad, and g'oing to his mafter who was juft awake, faid, with a lamentable 
tone, “  Sir knight o f the rueful countenance, your worfhip may now 
fleep as long as you pleafe, without giving yourfelf the trouble of flaying 
the giant, or reftoring the princefs to her throne— that whole affair is al­
ready brought to conclufion.”

“  I really believe what you fay, anfwered the knight; for, I have been 
engaged with the giant, in the moft obftinate and outrageous combat 
that I believe I fla.aU ever fight in all the days of my life : with one back- 
ftroke, flam went his head to the ground ; and difeharged fuch a quantity 
o f blood, that it ran like rills o f water, along the field.” “  Or rather 
like red wine, your worfhip fhould fay, replied the fquire j, for, I muft in­
form you, if  you do not already know it, that the dead giant is no other 
than a wine-bag, and the blood, eighteen gallons of good red wine, which 
was contained in its belly : the head you cut off is the whore my mother, 
and the whole affair is gone to the devil.” “  W hat does the lunatic mean ? 
faid Don Quixote, are you in your right fenfes, Sancho ?” “  Rife, fir, re­
fumed the fquire, and fee what a fine piece of work you have made, and 
what a fcore you have run. You fliall behold the queen converted into a 
private lady, called Dorothea, with many other ftrange events, at which, 
if  you take them right, you will be hugely aftonifhed.” “  I fliall not 
wonder at any thing of that kind, replied his m afler; for, thou may’ft 
remember, the laft time we were in this houfe, I told thee, that every in­
cident which happened was conducted and brought about by inchant- 
m ent; fo that we need not be furprifed, if  the fame power fhould pre­
vail at prefent.” “  I fhould be of your worfliip’s opinion, anfwered San­
cho, if  my blanketting had been of the fame ftamp : but that was not 
the cafe ; for, it was really and truly a fubftantial tofling.. This very inn­
keeper, whom we faw to-day, held a corner of the blanket, and canted 
me into the air with great ftrength and nimblenefs, pafling a thoufand 
waggifh jokes, and laughing at me all the while ; from whence I conclud­
ed, Ample and finner as I am, that as I knew their perfons, there was no 
inchantment in-the cafe, but, abundance of bruifmg and bad fortune.” 
“  Well, heaven will make thee amends, faid the knight: mean while, 
reach me my cloaths j. for, I want to go forth, and examine thofe events 
and transformations which thou haft mentioned.”

While Sancho was helping him to drefs, the curate gave Don Fernan­
do and his company, an account of Don Quixote’s madnefs, and the arti­
fice thev had ufed to difengage him from the poor rock to which he imagin-
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ed himfelf exiled by the difdain o f liis midrefs. He alfo recounted all 
tliofe adventures that Sancho had imparted to him, at which they were not 
a little furprized, and laughed immoderately; agreeing in opinion with 
every body who knew the knight, that it was the dranged extravagance 
that ever entered a disturbed imagination. The pried, moreover, obferv- 
ed, that fince the good fortune o f Dorothea obitrlifted the progrefs o f 
their debgn, there was a neceffity for inventing another plan that fhould 
bring him home to his own houfe. Cardenio propofed that they fhould 
profecute the fcheme they had already begun ; and Lucinda would act and 
reprefent the part of Dorothea.” “  No, faid Don Fernando, that mud 
not be, Dorothea (hall dill proceed with her own invention ; for, as it 
cannot be far from hence to the habitation o f that honed gentleman, I 
fhall be glad to contribute towards his cure.” And when he underdood 
that they would arrive in two days, at his houfe; “  Were it farther off, 
faid he, I fliould go with pleafure, to affid in fuch a laudable defign.”

A t that indant Don Quixote came forth, armed at all points, with 
Mambrino’s helmet, battered as it was, upon his head, his fhield braced 
upon his arm, and his pole or lance in his hand. Don Fernando and his 
companions were amazed at this drange apparition, when they beheld 
fuch a rueful length of face, fo withered and taw n y; together with his 
ill-forted armour, and the folenmity o f his gait. They gazed upon him, 
in lilent expectation o f what he would fay ; while he, with infinite gra­
vity of afpeft, fixing his eyes upon Dorothea, accoded her in thefe w ords: 
“  Fair lady, I am informed by this my fquire, that your greatnefs is anni­
hilated, and your quality undone, by being changed from your former 
rank of queen and fovereign princefs, into the condition o f a private clam- 
fel. I f  this hath been done by the negromancy o f the king your father, 
who is, perhaps, afraid that I diould not be able to give you the abidance 
required ; I fay, he neither knows, nor ever did know, the half o f that art 
which he profeffeth; and that he is but little converfant in the hidory of 
chivalry ; for, had he read and perufed it with fuch leifure and attention as 
I have bedowed upon that fubjedl, he would have found that, on every oc- 
cafion, knights o f much lefs reputation than I poffefs, have atchieved much 
more difficult enterprizes than this ; it being a matter o f fmall moment 
to kill a pitiful giant, let him be as arrogant as he w ill: for not many 
hours ago, I faw myfelf engaged with one— but I chufe to he blent, ra­
ther than have my veracity called in quedion, though time, that unmafks 
all things, will fhew, when we lead expe<d it— ”

“  That you was engaged with wine-bags, and not with a giant,” cried 
the innkeeper, who was blenced by Don Fernando, and forbid to inter­
rupt the knight’s difeourfe, in any fhape whatever. So that Don Quixote
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proceeded, faying, “  In fine, i f  the father o f your difinherited high- 
nefs hath performed this metamorphofis on your perfon, for the caufes I 
have mentioned, I hope you will give no credit to fuch confiderations ; 
for, there is no danger upon earth, through which my fword will not open 
a way, and by laying the head o f your adverfary in the dull, in a few. 
days, invert yours with that crown to which you have an undoubted 
right.”

Here Don Quixote left off fpeaking, in expectation o f a reply from the- 
princefs, who knowing it was Don Fernando’s pleafure that llie fhould con­
tinue the deceit, until the knight could be brought back to his own houfeK 
anfwered with equal gravity and grace, “  Whofoever hath told you, moft 
valiant knight of the rueful countenance, that I am changed and trans­
formed from what I was, has not adhered to the truth, in his informa­
tion : indeed I am fomewhat changed by certain fortunate events which 
have happened even beyond my own expectation; but, neverthelefs, I have 
not ceafed to be what I was, nor altered that refolution which I have al­
ways maintained, o f taking the advantage o f your valiant and invincible 
arm. Wherefore, dear fir, be fo good as to do juftioe to the honour o f 
the father who begat me, and look upon him as a man o f fagacity and 
forefight; fince, by the fcience he poffeffed, he found fuch an eafy and ef­
fectual path to the cure of my misfortune : for, I firmly believe, that were 
it not for you, I fhould not now be fo happy a3 I am, as the greateft 
part of thefe gentlemen can truly witnefs. Nothing then remains, but 
that we let out to-morrow, becaufe we could not propofe to travel far to­
day ; and as for the fuccefs on which my hopes are built, I leave it entirely 
to God and the worth of your heroic breaft.”

Don Quixote hearing thefe words, turned to Sancho, in the moft vio­
lent indignation, faying, “  I proteft, firrah ! you are the moft malicious 
little flanderer in Spain. Say, you rafcal— you vagabond ! did not you 
tell me juft now, that the princefs was transformed into a private gentle­
woman called Dorothea; and that the head, which I know I cut from the 
giant’s fhoulders, was the whore your mother r with many more foolilh 
particulars, which threw me into the greateft confufion that ever I felt fince 
I was born ? By heaven ! (here he turned up his eyes and bit his lips) I have 
a ftrong inclination to commit luch daughter upon thee, as will be an *  in- 
ftruCtive warning to all the lying fquires who fhall henceforward attend 
knights-errant, in the courfe of their adventures.

“  Pray be pacified, good your worfhip, cried Sancho, I may very pof- 
fibly be deceived in what concerns the change of my lady princefs Mico- 
m icona; but as to the giant’s head being a wine-bag, and the blood no

* In the original, As will put fait in thy fkull.
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other than good red wine, I am not miftaken, as I fliall anfwer to God ! 
for, the ikins that were flaflied are ftill to be feen, by your worfliip’s bed- 
fide, and the whole room is flooded with the wine. But the proof o f the 
pudding, is in the * eating o f it : you will be convinced when Mr. W liat- 
d’ye-call him our landlord here makes out a bill of the damage he has 
fuffered. As to the reft, I am rejoiced from my foul to find that the queen’s 
majefty is the fame as u fu al; becaufe it concerns me, as well as any other 
neighbour’s child.” “  I tell thee, Sancho, replied Don Quixote, thou art 
diffracted; forgive me, that is enough.” “  Enough in all confcience, faid 
Don Fernando, there is nothing more to be faid on this fubjedt. I think 
the princefs judges very prudently in deferring her journey till to-morrow; 
becaufe the day is already far advanced : let us therefore, fpend this night 
in agreeable converfation, and at the approach o f day, we will in a body 
attend the gallant Don Quixote, that we may be witneffes o f the unheard- 
o f exploits which he will, doubtlefs, perform in the courfe o f this vaft en- 
terprize he hath undertaken.” “  It is my duty and refolution to ferve and 
attend you, anlwered the kn igh t: and I have the moft grateful fenfe of 
your favour and good opinion, which I fliall endeavour to juftify, though 
it fhould coft me my life, or even more— if  more I can pay.”

M any compliments and proffers o f fervice paffed between Don Fernan­
do and Don Q uixote; but, they were interrupted by the arrival o f a tra­
veller, who, by his garb, feemed to be a chriftian flave, lately efcaped from 
Barbary : for, he was clad in a coat o f blue cloth, wanting a collar, with 
fliort Ikirts and half-fleeves; his breeches and cap were o f the fame ftufth 
and he wore date-coloured bufkins, with a Moorifh fcymitar flung in a 
ftioulde>r-belt, acrofs his bread. He was followed by a woman drelfed in 
the moorifli habit, mounted upon an afs j with a veil over her face, a 
brocaded bonnet on her head, and a mantle that flowed from her fhoul- 
ders to her heels. The man was robuft, and well-proportioned, feem- 
ingly turned of forty, with a brownifh complexion, large whilkers, and 
a well-furniflied beard: in fliort, his mien was fo genteel, that if  he had 
been properly dreffed, they would have taken him for a man o f birth and 
quality.

Soon as he entered the gate, he called for a private apartment, and 
feemed very much concerned, when he underftood that all the rooms o f 
the inn were engaged: however, he went to the lady in moorifli drefs, and 
lifted her off in his arms. Upon which Lucinda, Dorothea, the landlady, 
her daughter, and Maritornes, flocked around her, their curiofity being ex-

* Literally, You fliall fee when the eggs are fried. A phrafe alluding to the ftory of a thief, who 
having Hole a frying-pan, and being aiked by the owmer what he carried under his cloak, replied, You 
will fee when the eggs arp fried. Metaphorically, Time will difeover.
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cited by the novelty of the garb, which none of them had ever feen before; 
and Dorothea, who was always good humoured, mannerly and difcreet, con­
cluding that both fhe and her conductor were chagrined at their want o f a 
chamber, fpoke to her thus: “  Be not uneafy, madam, at your want o f ac­
commodation here ; it is the inconvenience of almoft all inns: but, i f  you 
will be pleafed to partake with us, pointing to Lucinda, perhaps you will find 
that, in the courfe o f your journey, you have been fain to put up with 
harder fare.” The veiled lady made no anfwer, but, only riling from her 
feat, fignified her thanks, by crofling her hands upon her bofom, bending 
her body and bowing her head; fo that, from her filence, they conjectured 
that fhe muft be a native Moor, and that file could not fpeak any chriftian 
language.

Her attendant, who had hitherto been employed in fomething elfe, per­
ceiving that the company had made a circle about his companion, who 
could make no replies to their interrogations, faid to them, “  Ladies, this 
young woman underftands little or no Spanifh, and fpeaks no language but 
that o f her own country; fo that file is incapable of anfwering any que- 
ftions you may have alked.” “  We have alked no queftions, faid Lucin­
da, but only made her an offer of our company, for this night, with a 
fhare of our lodging, and what accommodation is to be had ; and this we 
tender with that hearty good will which obliges us to ferve all fixangers, 
efpecially thofe o f our own fex who Hand in need o f our afliftance.” 
“  Dear madam, replied the conductor, in her name and in my own, I re­
turn you a thoufand thanks; and highly efteem your proffered favour, 
which, on this occafion, and from fuch perfons as your appearance proclaims 
you to be, muff certainly be very kind and condefcending.” “  Signor, faid 
Dorothea, is this lady chriftian or Moor ? By her filence and her drefs, we 
are induced to believe that file is not what we could wifii her to be.” “  In 
her body and drefs, replied the ftranger, file is a Moor, but altogether a 
chriftian in her foul; for, file longs ardently to be a profefled convert to 
our faith.” “  Then file is not baptized,” refumed Lucinda ? “  She has had 
no opportunity, faid the captive, fince file quitted Algiers, which is her na­
tive country; and hitherto hath never been in fuch imminent danger o f 
her life, as to make it necelfary, before file is inftrudted in all the ceremo­
nies enjoined by our holy mother church: but, i f  it pleale heaven, file fhall 
be baptized very foon, with decency fuitable to the quality of her perfon, 
which is greater than either her drefs or mine leems to declare.”

This intimation raifed the curiofity of all the fpeclators, to know who 
this Moor and captive w ere; but, no body chofe to alk the queftion, at 
that time, which feemed more proper for repofing themfelves than relating 
the hiftory of their lives. Dorothea taking her by the hand, feated the 
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ftranger clofe by her fide, and intreated her to take off the ve il: fhe looked 
at her condu&or, as if  Ihe wanted to know what the lady defired, and he 
told her, in Arabic, that they intreated her to be uncovered; at the fame 
time, advifing her to comply with their requeft. She accordingly unveiled 
herfelf, and difcovered a face fo amiable, that Dorothea thought her hand- 
fomer than Lucinda, who, in her turn, gave her the preference to Doro­
thea ; and all prefent concluded, that i f  any creature upon earth could vie 
with them in beauty, it was this moorifh lady, who in the opinion o f fome 
o f the company excelled them both in certain particulars. As beauty, 
therefore, has the privilege and energy to conciliate minds and attract af­
fections, every body prefent were feized with an inclination to ferve and 
cherifh the charming Moor. Don Fernando alked her name o f the cap­
tive, who anfwered Lela Zorayda: this die no fooner heard, than under- 
itanding the queftion which had been put to the chriftian, fhe pronounced 
with great eagernefs and fweetnefs of concern, “  No, no Zorayda j Maria, 
M aria •” fignifying that her name was Maria, and not Zorayda: thefe 
words, with the affeCting manner in which they were exprelfed, brought 
tears from the eyes of fome of the hearers, efpecially the women, who are 
naturally tender and compaffionate. Lucinda embraced her affectionately, 
faying, “  Yes, yes, M aria, M aria :” and to this, the Moor replied, “  Yes, 
yes, M aria— Zorayda M acange; which, in the Arabic, fignifies No.

Mean while it grew late, and the innkeeper, by order o f Don Fernando’s 
attendants, prepared, with great diligence and care, as good a repafl as he 
could pohibly provide: fo that, when fupper-time arrived, they fat down 
altogether, at a long hall table j for, there was neither a round nor fquare 
one in the houfe: they forced the head and principal feat, in fpite o f all his 
excufes, on Don Quixote, who defired that the princefs Micomicona might 
fit by the fide of her protestor: next to her, Lucinda and Zorayda placed 
themfelves, being fronted by Fernando and Cardenio, at whofe left hand 
fat the captive and the other gentlemen, while the curate and the barber 
took their ftation clofe to the ladies. In this manner they flipped with vaft 
fatisfa&ion, which was flill increafed, when Don Quixote leaving off eat­
ing, and infpired by the fame fpirit that moved him to harrangue among 
the goatherds, began the following differtation: “  Verily, gentlemen, if  
it be duly confidered, great and unexpected events are feen by thofe who 
profefs the order o f knight-errantry. W hat inhabitant of this earth, if  he 
fhould now enter the gates o f this caftle, and behold us feated in this man­
ner, could conceive or credit that we are what we are ? W ho could ima­
gine, that this lady, on my right hand, is the great queen whom we all 
know her to be, and that I am the knight o f the rueful countenance, fo ce­
lebrated by the voice o f fam e} Now, there is no manner o f doubt, that this

cxercife
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exercife and art exceeds all others hitherto invented by man, and that it 
ought to be more efteemed, becaufe it is more expofed to danger. Away 
with thofe who give letters the preference over arm s: I affirm, that fucli 
people, whofoever they are, know not what they fay; for, the foie reafon 
to which they adhere, in this decifion, is, that the labour o f the body is 
exceeded by that o f the mind; and that the profeffion o f arms is altoge­
ther as corporeal as the exercife and office of a common day-labourer, that 
requires nothing more than bodily ftrength; as if  that which is called 
foldierfhip, by us who profefs it, did not include acts o f valour which 
none but perfons of uncommon genius could execute: or, as if the toil o f a 
warrior who has the charge of an army, or commands in a town that is be- 
lieged, doth not affe6t the mind as well as the body: is it to be fuppofed, that 
by meer corporeal ftrength, he can penetrate and difeover the intention o f the 
enemy? T o  anticipate defigns, baffleftratagems, furmount difficulties, and 
prevent the mifehief that is to be dreaded, are all efforts of the underftand- 
ing, in which the body hath no fhare: if  the profeffion of arms, therefore, 
requires genius, as well as that o f letters; let us fee which of the two re­
quires moft mental to il: and this queftion may be determined, by confider- 
ing the end and aim o f each; for, that occupation deferves the higheft 
efteem, which hath the nobleft purpofe in view— the end and fcope o f let­
ters. I fpeak not here, o f that divine learning, whofe aim is to raife and 
condudt the foul to heaven; to an end fo infinite, no intention whatever 
can be compared : I fpeak of human learning, the ultimate end of which 
is, to regulate diftributive juftice, render to every one his due, and to un- 
derftand and protedl the equitable law s; an aim certainly generous, and 
highly commendable ! yet not fo defending of the moft fublime praife as the 
profeffion of arms, the objedt and the end of which is peace, the greateft 
good that mortals can enjoy; for, the firft bleffed news which this world and 
mankind heard, were thofe pronounced by the angels, on that night which 
was our day, when they fung in the air, ‘ Glory be to God on high, and on 
«arth, peace and good will towards men and the falutation, which the beft 
mafter, either in heaven or upon earth, taught his adherents and favou­
rites ; which was to fay, when they entered any houfe, ‘ Peace be to this 
houfe.’ Nay, he himfelf, at different times, faid, * M y peace I give unto 
you. M y peace I leave with you. Peace be among you.’ A  jewel and le­
gacy well worthy of him who left i t ! a jewel, without which there can be 
no felicity, either in heaven or on earth ! This peace is the genuine aim of 
w a r ; for, arms and war are the fame; and this being taken for granted, 
the end of war is nobler than that of learning: wherefore, let us next confi- 
der the bodily toil fuftained by each, that we may fee on which fide the 
ballance lies, in that particular.
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In this fenfible manner did Don Quixote continue his difcourfc, from 
which no body that heard him could didinguifli that he was m ad; on the 
contrary, his audience confiding chiefly o f gentlemen, to which title the 
profeflion o f arms is annexed, they liftened with great pleafure, while he 
proceeded thus:

“  The hardfhips o f a fludent, I fay, are thefe; chiefly, poverty, (not that 
all ftudents are poor, but that we may fuppofe the word that can happen); 
and when I have named this indigence, the whole o f his misfortune is men­
tioned ; for, he that is poor can enjoy nothing that is good, but mud en­
dure necefiity in all its forms, fometimes hunger, fometimes cold, fometimes 
nakednefs, and often, all three together: neverthelefs, his neceflity is not 
fo great, but that he eats, tho’ perhaps later than ufual, or, tho’ he may 
feed upon the leavings o f the rich, or, which is the greated mifery to which 
a fcholar can be reduced, go a fopping*, as they term i t : then they are al­
ways admitted to fome charitable perfon’s fire-fide or chimney-corner, 
where, i f  they cannot warm themfelves effe&ually, they may at lead defy 
the cold ; and at night, they deep under cover. I need not defcend to mi­
nute particulars, fuch as want of linen, fcarcity o f fhoes, flimfy and thread­
bare cloaths, nor the furfeits which they fo eagerly incur, when their good 
fortune fets a plentiful table in their way. By this path, rough and diffi­
cult as I have already defcribed it, after many tumblings, hidings, rifings 
and fallings, they, at lad, attain to the height of their wiflies, wffiich being 
gained, "we have feen many who have paffed with a favourable gale of for­
tune, thro’ thefe quickfands and draits of Scylla and Charybdis: I fay, we 
have feen many fuch, command and dictate to the world, from a chair of 
d ate ; their hunger being changed into fatiety, their cold into refredrment; 
their rags into gay apparel; and the matts on which they lay, to the riched 
damalk and fined holland : a recompence which their merit mod judly en­
joys ! but, their labours, when fairly dated and compared, are infinitely 
ihoi t o f the warrior’s, as I lhall now clearly demondrate.

* Alluding to the charity given at the gates of monafteries.
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C H A P .  X L

The fequel of Don Quixote’s curious difcourfe, on the fubjedls o f learning
and war.

T H E knight proceeded thus: “  Since we began with the ftudent, re- 
prefenting his poverty in all its circumftances, let us fee if  the foldier 

be more wealthy: and we fhall find that poverty itfelf is not poorer3 for, 
he is reftridted to his miferable pay, which comes always late, if  ever, or to 
what he can plunder by force, with the imminent danger of his life and 
confciencej and frequently, his nakednefs is fuch, that his flafhed buff 
doublet ferves him inftead of coat, fhirt, and all the other parts of appa­
rel 3 tho’, in the winter, he has nothing elfe to fkreen him from the incle­
mencies of the weather j nay, in the open field, he is fain to warm himfelf 
with his own breath, which, as it proceeds from an empty place, muff, I 
believe, be cold, contrary to all the rules of nature: but, flay till the ap­
proach of night, when, it is to be hoped, his bed will make amends for all 
thefe inconveniencies 3 and this, i f  it be not his own fault, will never offend 
in point o f narrownefs, for, he may meafure as many feet of ground as he 
thinks fufficient, and there tumble about at pleafure, without any danger 
of difcompofing the fheets: then, inlfead of the day and hour of receiving 
the degrees of his art, comes the day o f battle, in which his head is adorned 
with the dodforal tofsle, made in form of a pledgit to ffuff the wound made 
by fome ball, which, perhaps, hath gone thro’ his temples, or left him 
maimed of a leg or arm : and even if  this fhould not happen, but, merci­
ful heaven guard and preferve him fafe and found, he continues as poor 
as ever: he muft rifk himfelf in feveral more rencounters and battles, and 
be vidftorious in each, before his circumftances be bettered 3 but, thefe mi­
racles rarely happen. Tell me, gentlemen, have you confidered what a fmall 
proportion thofe who make their fortunes by war bear to thofe who perifh 
in the field ? Doubtlefs, you muft anfwer, that there is no fort of compari- 
fon 3 that the fiain are fcarce to be numbered, while the living who are re- 
eompenced for their ferviccs, may be comprehended within three figures of 
*  arithmetic. The cafe of the learned, is quite the reverfe-f-: for, oneway *

* i. e. Do not amount to iooe, which is a number exprefled by four figures.
-f The literal tranflation is, “ For, from the fkirts, (for I would not mention the fleeves).” The Spa. 

niards, inftead of the Englifh phrafe, by Hook or by Crook, ufe this of “  From the fleeves or the fkirts j” 
derived from the practice of taylors, who are iuppofed to cabbage from thofe parts of the habit in which 
there is the greatuft quantity of cloth : but, the knight’s exception of fleeves, on this occafion, feems to 
have proceeded from a fuppofition that poor fcholars are generally provided for in the church, and confe- 
tjuently wear caffocks, which deicend to their heels.

or



■ or another, they are all provided ; fo that, tho’ the toil of a foldier is greater, 
his reward is much lefs. T o  this obfervation, it may be replied, that it 
is far more eafy to reward two thoufand fcholars than thirty thoufand fol- 
diers; for, the firll are recompenfed with offices which muft, o f courfe, be 
bellowed on people o f their profeffion; whereas, the others can enjoy no 
reward, except a fhare of the property belonging to their mailer whom they 
ferve; even this impoffibility llrengthens my affieveration.

But, waving that confideration, which would lead us into a moll intri­
cate labyrinth, let us return to the pre-eminence which arms have over 
learning: a point hitherto undecided. Such are the reafons alledged on 
both Tides o f the queltion: the principal o f which in favour of the laft is, 
•that without letters, the profeffion o f arms could not be fupported, becaufe 
there are laws to which war itfelf is fubjeCl; and all laws fall within the pro­
vince o f letters and learned men. T o  this obfervation, the partizans of the 
other opinion reply, that no laws could be maintained without arms, which 
preferve the conllitution, defend kingdoms, guard cities, fcour the highways, 
and clear the feas o f piratical corfairs. In Ihort, that without arms, all 
republics, kingdoms, monarchies, cities, journeys by land, and voyages by 
Tea, would be expofed to the horror and confufion that attend unbridled 
war, while it continues in all its licentious privilege and force. It is a ge­
neral and eftablifhed maxim, that every thing ought to be efleemed in pro­
portion to what it colls : now, to become eminent in letters, colls the llu- 
dent much time, watching, hunger, nakednefs, vertigoes, indigellion, and 
their confequences, which are in part mentioned above: but, to acquire, in 
a regular manner, the chara&er o f a good foldier, a man mull undergo all 
thefe inconveniencies in an incomparably greater degree; becaufe, he is 
every moment in danger o f lofing his life. W hat fear o f indigence and po­
verty can feize and harrafs the fludent’s apprehenfion, equal to that which 
m ull polfefs the foldier befieged in a fortrefs, who being placed centinel or 
guard in fome ravelin or *  cavalier, perceives the enemy at work under­
mining the very Ipot whereon he Hands; without daring to llir from his 
poll, or avoid the danger by which he is fo imminently threatened ? All he 
can do, is to give notice o f what palfes, to his captain, who mull endea­
vour to baffle the foe by fome countermine, while he remains upon the 
place in terror, and expectation o f being fuddenly whirled aloft into the 
clouds without wings, and then falling head-long into the profound abyfs: i f  
this danger feems inconfiderable, let us fee whether it be equalled or exceeded 
in the grappling of two gallies, by their prows, in the midlt o f the extended 
ocean; when they are locked and faflened into each other, and the foldier hath

* Cavalier is an artificial mount, raifed in a fortrefs for the convenience of fcouring a field, oroppofing 
a  commanding work of the enemy.
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not an inch more than two feet of the beak to ftand upon, while he fees 
himfelf threatened and oppofed by as many minifters o f death as there 
are cannon in the enemy’s vefiel, and thefe within a fpear’s length of his 
body; and is fenfible, that if  his feet fhould chance to flip, he would in- 
ftantly vifit the profound bofom of the fea: yet, neverthelefs, with an in­
trepid heart, incited and tranfported by honour, be bears the brunt o f 
their whole artillery, and endeavours by that narrow paffage to board the 
adverfe velTeh and, what is very much to be admired, is, that as foon as 
one falls, never to rife again till the general refurre&ion, another occupies 
his place, and fhould he alfo drop into the fea, which, like an enemy, 
gapes to devour him, another and another ftill fucceeds, without the fmalleft 
intermiflion: an inftance o f gallantry and boldnefs the greateft to be found 
in all the extremities of war. Happy were the ages part, while ftrangersto 
thofe infernal inftruments of artillery, the author of which is, I firmly believe, 
now in hell, enjoying the reward of his diabolical invention, that puts it 
in the power of an infamous coward to deprive the moft valiant cavalier, 
o f life ; for, often in the heat of that courage and refolution that fires and 
animates the gallant breart, there comes a random ball, how or from 
whence no man can tell, fhot off, perhaps, by one that fled and was afraid 
at the flafh o f his own accurfed machine, and, in an inrtant, puts an end to 
the fchemes and exiftence of a man who deferved to live for ages. This very 
confideration makes me almoft own, that I am forry for having chofen this 
profeflion of a knight-errant in this deteftable age; for, tho,’ no danger 
can daunt my refolution, it gives me fome uneafinefs to think that pow­
der and fhot may deprive me of the opportunity of making myfelf famous 
and renowned thro’ the whole globe, for the valour of my arm, and the 
keennefs o f my fword: but, let the will of heaven be fulfilled 3 if  I ac- 
complifh my aim,. I fhall be more erteemed, becaufe I have faced more dam 
ger than ever was incurred by the knights-errant in ages part.”

While the reft o f the company were employed in eating, this long har- 
rangue was uttered by Don Quixote, who never thought of fwallowing a 
morfel; tho’ Sancho frequently put him in mind of eating his fupper, ob- 
ferving, that he would afterwards have time, enough to fay what he pleafed.. 
The hearers were moved with frefh concern, at feeing a man who, in every 
other fubjedrt, feemed to have a large fhare of fenfe and difeernment, lofe it 
fo irrecoverably, whenever the difeourfe turned upon the curled mifehievous 
theme o f chivalry. The curate obferved, that there was a great deal of 
reafon in what he had advanced in favour o f arms j and that he himfelf, 
tho’ a graduate, confequently a man of letters, was entirely of the knight’s 
opinion.
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Supper being ended, and the table uncovered, while the landlady, her 

daughter and Maritornes were bufied in fitting up the garret o f Don Quix­
ote de la Mancha, in which it was determined the three ladies fhould pafs 
the night by themfelves; Don Fernando intreated the captive to recount the 
ftory of his life, which he imagined muft be both uncommon and enter­
taining, from die fpecimen they had already feen, in his arriving thus 
equiped, in company with the fair Zorayda. T o  this requeft the ftranger 
anfwered, that he would willingly obey his command, tho’ he was afraid the 
company would not find the relation to their lik ing; but, neverthelefs, ra­
ther than fail in point o f -obedience, he was ready to make it. The curate 
and whole company thanked him for his complaifance, and joined in the 
requeft; and he feeing himfelf befought by fo many, faid there was no occa- 
fion for intreaties, where they might fo effectually command : “  Lend me 
your attention therefore, and you ftiall hear a true ftory, perhaps unequal­
led by thofe fi&ions which are ufually adorned with all the curious and 
profound artifice o f compofition.”

At this preamble, all prefent, adjufted and compofed themfelves; and 
he perceiving the general filence in which they waited for the performance 
o f his promife, began in this manner, with a grave and agreeable voice.

C  H A P .  X II.

In which the captive recounts his life and adventures.

xt T  N  a certain place, among the mountains o f Leon, my family had its
X  orig in ; more beholden to the liberality o f nature than to the fmiles 

o f fortune: tho’ amidft the narrownefs o f circumftances, which prevails in 
that country, my father had the reputation of being rich, and really was 
fo, had he poffeffed the art o f preferving, as he pra&ifed the means, o f 
fpending his eftate. This liberal and profufe difpofition was owing to his 
having been a foldier in his youth: the army being a fchool, in which the 
mifer becomes generous, and the benevolent man grows prodigal ; for, a 
covetous foldier is a monfter which is rarely feen. M y father exceeded the 
bounds of liberality, and bordered upon thofe of prodigality; a difpofition o f 
very little fervice to a married man who has children to fucceed him in 
rank as well as nam e: and he had no lefs than three; all o f them fons, al­
ready at an age to choole for themfelves. The old gentleman finding it im- 
poffible, as he faid, to refill; the bent o f his inclination, was refolved to de­
prive himfelf o f the means that induced and enabled him to fpend fo la- 
vifhly, by giving up his eftate; as without money, Alexander himfelf muft 
have feemed frugal.

One



One day, therefore, calling ns all three together into his chamber, he 
delivered himfelf in thefe or the like words. “  Sons, to fay I love you, is no 
more than to fay and know you are my own children: though it would 
leem that I do not love you, by my fquandering away the fortune which 
is your due: but, that you may be henceforward convinced that I love you 
like a true parent, rather than feek your deftrudtion like a ffepfather, I 
am rcfolved to execute a plan which I have formed a good while ago, and 
digefled with the moft mature deliberation. You are now of an age to 
chufe fettlements for yourfelves, or at lead:, to pitch upon employments which, 
in your riper years, may conduce to your honour and advantage. M y inten­
tion is to divide my eftate into four equal parts, three o f which you fhall 
receive among you, in equal fhares, without the lead difference or diftinc- 
tion, and the fourth I will referve for my own fuftenance and fupport, 
while heaven fhall be pleafed to protradt the days of my life. But, be­
fore you receive your portions, I fhould be glad to find you inclined to 
follow the paths which I fhall propofe. We have a faying in Spain, 
which, I believe, is very true, as indeed all proverbs are, becaufe they are 
fhort fentences di£tated by long and fage experience : that which 1 mean, 
contains no more than thefe words: ‘ The church, the court, or the fea ;* 
as if  it more fully expreffed the following advice, He that would make 
his fortune, ought either to dedicate his time to the church, go to fea as 
a merchant, or attach himfelf to the court: for it is commonly obferved, 
that, * The king’s crumb is worth the baron’s batch.’ This I mention, 
becaufe I wifh and defire that one o f you would follow letters, another 
merchandize, and a third ferve his fovereign in the field, fince it is diffi­
cult to obtain an office at court: fo that, although much wealth cannot 
be expe£ted, there is a great deal o f valour and reputation to be acquired 
in war. In eight days I will give each o f you his fhare, in ready 
money, without defrauding you of one farthing, as you will fee by my 
diftribution. Tell me, therefore, if  you are willing to follow my advice 
in what I have propoled ?” faid my father, addrefling himfelf to me as the 
eldeft. After having difluaded him from parting with his eftate, and de- 
lired him to fpend as much of it as he pleafed, obferving, that we were 
young men, and capable of making our own fortunes, I concluded with 

• laying, I would obey his will, and, for my own part, chufe to ferve God 
and my king, in adhering to the exercife of arms. M y fecond brother 
made the fame offer, propoflng to fet fail for the Indies, and employ his 
ltock of ready money in traffic. The youngeit, and I believe the wifeff, 
faid he would qualify himfelf for the church, by going and finifhing his 
ftudies at Salamanca.
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We having thus agreed in the choice o f our different employments, our 
father embraced us all affectionately, and within the time he had propof- 
ed, performed his promife o f giving us our portions, which, to the beft of 
my remembrance, amounted to three thoufand ducats each : for, an uncle 
o f ours paid ready money for the whole eftate, that it might not be 
alienated from the family. In one day, all three took leave o f our wor­
thy father, when I, thinking it a piece o f inhumanity to leave him fo 
ftraitned in his old age, prevailed upon him to accept two thoufand o f the 
three I had received, as the remainder wras fufficient to accommodate me 
with all the neceffaries o f a foldier. Each o f my brothers, induced by 
my example, gave him back one third o f their fhares, fo that he remain­
ed poffeffed o f four thoufand ducats in cafh, and the value of three thou­
fand more in land, which he did not chufe to fell. At length, I fay, we 
took leave o f him, and that uncle whom I have mentioned, not without 
great concern and many tears on all fides; after we had undertaken to 
feize every opportunity o f making them acquainted with our adventures, 
either in profperity or adverfity. Having given the promife, and received 
their embraces and blelfing, one took the road to Salamanca, another went 
to Sevil, and I fet out for Alicant, where I underftood there was a fhip 
taking in a lading o f wrool for Genoa. T w o and twenty years are now 
elapfed hnce I left my father’s lioufe; and during all that time, though 
I have written feveral letters, I never received the leaft information con­
cerning him or my brothers. W hat hath happened to myfelf within that 
period, I wall now briefly relate.

Embarking at Alicant, I had a favourable paflage to Genoa, from 
whence I went to Milan, where I provided myfelf with arms and fome 
gay military furniture. Then I departed for Piedmont, with a refolution 
o f inlifting in the fervice; and being upon the road to Alexandria de la 
Paglia, was informed that the great duke o f Alva was on his march into 
Flanders. Upon receiving this intimation, I changed my defign, attended 
him to the Low  Countries, ferved in all his campaigns, and was prefent 
at the death o f the counts Egmont and Horn. There I obtained an en- 
fign’s commifflon in the company o f a famous captain o f Guadalajara, 
whofe name was Diego de Urbina : but, after I had been fome time in 
Flanders, the news arrived o f the league between his holinefs pope Pius 
the fifth o f happy memory, and the Spanifh monarchy, againft their com­
mon enemy the Turk, who about that time had, by means o f his fleet, 
made a conqueft o f the famous ifland of Cyprus, which was under the 
dominion of the Venetians : a molt lamentable and unfortunate lofs. It 
was certainly known that the moft ferene Don John o f Auftria, natural 
brother to our good king Philip, was to be general o f this league > and
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the vaft preparations for this war were publickly reported. All thefe ru­
mours raifed and excited within me the defire and refolution o f being 
prefent in a campaign of fuch expectation j and though I had ftrong hopes, 
and indeed, certain promifes of being promoted to the rank of a captain, 
as foon as a vacancy ihould happen, I chofe to quit that profpeCt, and 
go, as I a£lually did, to Ita ly ; and luckily for me, Don John o f Auftria 
was then at Genoa, juft going to embark for Naples, in order to join the 
Venetian fleet, which he afterwards found at Medina. In Ihort, I ferved 
in that molt happy campaign, and was advanced to the rank of captain 
of foot, which honourable poll I obtained more by good fortune than me­
rit ; and that day which was fo fortunate for Chriftendom, on which the 
world was convinced of the error they had efpoufed in believing the Turks 
invincible by fea ; on that day, I fay, when the Ottoman pride and info- 
lence was humbled and broke, among fo many happy chriftians th*re pre­
fent, (and fure thofe who fell were happier than the living vidlors !) I alone 
was unfortunate; for, inftead of receiving a naval crown, which would 
have been my reward, had I lived in the Roman ages, on the night that 
fucceeded that glorious day, I found myfelf a captive loaded with chains j 
and this was the caufe of my misfortune: Uchali king of Algiers, a bold 
and fortunate corfair, having attacked and maftered the capitan galley of 
Malta, in which there remained only three knights alive, and thefe def- 
perately wounded; the veffel commanded by John Andrea Doria, in which 
my company was ftationed, haftened to her relief, and I doing my duty 
on that occafion, leaped into the enemy’s fliip, which difengaging herfelf 
immediately from our galley that was grappled with her, my foldiers were 
prevented from following their officer, and I found myfelf alone among 
my foes, whom, by reafon of their numbers, I could not re fill; therefore 
was obliged to fubmit, after having been almoft covered over with wounds; 
and Uchali, as you have heard, gentlemen, having laved himfelf with his 
whole fquadron, I remained his prifoner, the only fad perfon amidft the 
general joy, and captive among fo many that were fet free ; for, full fif­
teen thoufand chriftians who came into the action, chained to the Turkilh 
oars, that day recovered their long wiftied-for liberty.

I was carried to Conftantinople, where Selim the grand Turk, created 
my mailer general o f the fea, for having done his duty in the battle, and 
as a proof of his valour, brought off the high ftandard of Malta. Next 
year, which was that of feventy-two, I rowed in the capitan galley of the 
three lanthorns, at Navarino, where I faw and oblerved the chriftians lofe 
the opportunity of taking the whole Tnrkilh fleet in the harbour, for, 
all the Levantines and Janizaries belonging to it laid their account with 
being attacked in port, and had actually got in readinefs their knapfacks
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and paffamaques, which are a kind of fhoes, in order to go on fliore, 
and feek their fafety in flight, without waiting for the aflau lt; fuch was 
the confternation tliat prevailed among us ! But, heaven ordained things 
to happen in another manner, not through any error or neglecl o f the 
general who commanded the expedition, but on account o f the fins of 
Chriftendom, it being the will and permiflion o f God, that we fhould ne­
ver want executioners to chaftife us. In fhort, Uchali retreated to Motion, 
which is an ifland almoft contiguous to Navarino, where he difembarked 
his men, fortified the mouth o f the harbour, and remained until Don 
John fet fail on his return. In this expedition, the galley called the prize, 
commanded by a fon o f the famous corfair Barbarofla, was taken by the 
capitan galley o f Naples, called the fhe-wolf, the commander o f which 
was that thunderbolt o f war, that father o f his foldiers, that fortunate 
and invincible chief, Don Alvaro de Bafan, marquis o f Santa Cruz ; and 
I cannot help mentioning what happened at the taking o f this prize : 
the fon o f Barbarofla was fo cruel, and treated his captives fo inhuman­
ly, that when the rowers perceived the fhe-wolf ready to board, and in a 
fair way o f taking her, they quitted their oars all at once, and feizing 
the captain, who flood upon the *  ftentrel, calling to them to row luftily, 
they tofled him forwards from bench to bench, and beat him fo feverely as 
he went along, that before he palled the main-maft, his foul pafled into 
hell. Such was his barbarity, as I have already obferved, and fuch the 
revenge which their hatred to him infpired.

W e returned to Conftantinople, and during the following year, which 
was feventy-three, underftood that Don John had taken Tunis, wrefted 
that whole kingdom from the Turks, and put Muley Hamet in pofleflion o f 
the w hole; thus cutting off all the hopes o f a reftoration from Muley Hami- 
da, the moft valiant and moft cruel Moor o f his time. The grand flgnor was 
deeply affe&ed with this lofs, and pra£tifing that fagacity which is peculiar 
to all thofe o f his family, clapt up a peace with the Venetians, who were 
much more defirous o f it than he. Next year, being feventy-four, he at­
tacked the goleta and fort, which Don John had left half-finifhed, near 
T u n is : and on all thefe occafions I was prefent, being tied to the oar, 
without the leaft hope o f freedom, efpecially by ranfom j for, I was re- 
folved not to write to my father, an account o f my misfortune. At length, 
the goleta and fort were both loft, having been befieged by feventy-five 
thoufand Turkifh  foldiers, regularly paid, and upwards o f four hundred 
thoufand Moors and Arabs from the other parts o f A fr ica ; this multitude 
being provided with a vaft quantity o f warlike ftores and ammunition, 
and attended with fuch a number o f pioneers, that, by throwing hand-

* The ftentrel or eftanterol is a poft that fupports the awning of the poop.
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fuls o f earth, they might have covered both the places they came to be- 
fiege. The goleta, which had been counted impregnable, was firft taken; 
not through any fault of the befieged, who performed all that men could 
do, in its defence; but, becaufe experience (hewed that trenches could be 
made with cafe in that loofe fand, under which, though water was com­
monly found at the depth of two fpans, the Turks, at that time, dug as 
many fathoms, without finding one drop; and fo filling a vaft number of 
facks, railed their works fo high as to overlook the fort j then mounting 
this cavalier with cannon, kept fuch a firing as rendered it impofTible for 
the garrifon to make any longer defence. It was a common opinion, that 
our troops ought not to have fhut themfelves up in the goleta, but, op- 
pofed the difembarkation in the plain : however, tliofe who talk in that 
manner, fpeak at random, and muff be perfons of fmall experience in fuch 
affairs : for, i f  the whole garrifon, in both places, fcarce amounted to fix 
thoufand foldiers, how could fuch a fmall number, though ever fo valiant, 
take the field, and, at the fame time, defend the forts againft fuch a multi­
tude of foes ! and how could the forts be pollibly maintained without 
fupplies, in an enemy’s country, when they were hemmed in by fuch a 
numerous and obftinate army ? But, others thought, and I am of the fame 
opinion, that heaven manifefted a particular grace and favour to Spain, 
in permitting them to deftroy that rendezvous and pretence of mifchief, 
that fink, fptinge and devourer of infinite fums of money, which were 
there unprofitably fpent, without ferving any other purpofe than that o f 
preferring the memory o f its being the molt happy conqueft of the in­
vincible Charles the Vth: as i f  it was neceffary for thofe Hones to fupport 
his fame, which is already immortal. The fort was alfo yielded j though 
the Turks won it by inches; for, the garrifon behaved with fuch gallantry 
and refolution, that in two and twenty general affaults, the enemy loft 
upwards of twenty-five thoufand m en; and of the three hundred Spanilh 
foldiers that remained alive, they did not make one prifoner who had not 
been wounded during the fiege : a clear and certain proof o f the obftinate 
valour with which the places were defended. A  fmall fort or tower that 
flood in the middle of the lake, under the command of Don Juan Zano- 
guera, a Valentian knight and celebrated foldier, furrendered upon terms : 
but, Don Pedro Puertocarrero, general o f the goleta, was made prifoner; 
and though he did all that man could do, in defence of the place, he was 
fo deeply affected by the lofs o f it, that he died of grief, on the road to 
Conllantinople, whither they were carrying him captive. The general o f 
the fort, whofe name was Gabrio Cerbellon, aMilanefe gentleman, a great 
engineer and excellent foldier, was likevvife taken prifoner; and in theft 
two forts perilhed many perfons of note, among whom was one Pagan
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d’Oria, a knight o f St. John, a gentleman o f a moll generous difpofition, 
as appeared from his exceflive liberality to his brother the famous Juan 
Andrea d’Oria} and what made his death ffill more lamentable was, that 
he periflied by the hands o f fome Arabs, to whom, feeing the fort already 
loll, he traded himfelf, relying upon their promife to carry him difguifed 
in a moorifh drefs, to Tabarca, which is a fmall port or fettlement belong­
ing to the Genoefe who fifh for coral on that part o f the coaff} but, thofe 
perfidious Arabs cut off his head, which they carried to the general o f the 
Turkifh  navy, who fulfilled upon them our Caffilian Proverb, which 
imports, that though we love the treafon we abhor the traitor ; for, it 
was reported, that he ordered them all to be hanged, becaufe they had not 
brought him alive.

Among the chriftians who were taken in the fort, was one Don Pedro 
de Aguilar, a native o f fome town in Andaloufia, who had been an enfign 
in the garrifon, a foldier o f great worth and rare endowments, particu­
larly bleffed with a happy talent for poetry. This circumftance I mention, 
becaufe it was his fate to belong to our galley, where he was my compa­
nion at the oar and fellow-llave} and before we departed from that har­
bour, he compofed two fongs, by way o f epitaph, upon the goleta and 
the fort. As I have them both by heart, I believe it will not be difagree- 
able to the company, i f  I repeat them.”

When the captive mentioned Don Pedro de Aguilar, Don Fernando looked 
at his companions, who fmiled, and when the ff ranger was going to repeat the 
fongs, one o f the three, faid to him, “  Before you proceed, I beg the favour to 
know what became o f that Don Pedro de Aguilar ?” “  All that I know o f 
the matter, replied the captive, is, that after having ftaid two years at Con- 
ltantinoplei he made off in the habit o f an *  arnaut, with a Greek fpy} but, 
I  do not know whether or not he obtained his liberty } though I believe he 
facceeded} for, about a year after, I faw the fame Greek at Conftantinople, 
but, I had not an opportunity to inquire about the fuccefs o f their icheme.” 
“  Then I can latisfy you in that particular, refumed the cavalier} Don 
Pedro is my brother, and now lives at home, in good health and eafv 
circumffances, bleffed with a wife and three hopeful Ions.” “  Thanks be 
to God for the great mercies beffowed upon h im ! anfwered the captive, 
for, in my opinion, there is no happinefs on earth equal to that of liberty 
regained.” “  Befides, faid the gentleman, I retain in my memory the 
fongs which my brother compofed.” “  Be fo good then, replied the 
ftranger, as to entertain the company with them } for, doubtlefs, you can 
repeat them more perfectly than I can.” “  W ith all my heart, faid the 
cavalier, that upon the goleta runs thus.”

* A Dalmatian trooper.
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The continuation o f the captive’s hiftory.

I.

Y E  happy fhades, whofe deeds renown’d 
Have freed you from encumbring clay;

From this low fcene where woes abound,
Afcending to eternal day.

II.
W ith glorious zeal your bofoms glow’d,

Your bodies brav’d exceflive toil;
Your blood with that of pagans flow’d ,

T o  drench the hoftile, barren foil.
III.

Your lives, but not your courage fail’d,
Death fanCtion’d your victorious claim :

Enjoy, ftill honour’d and bewail’d,
Immortal happinefs and fame.

« Thefe are the very words which I remember,”  faid the captive. “  And, 
i f  my memory does not fail me, replied the gentleman, the other upon 
the fort is this.”

I.

LO ! from yon ruins on the defart plain,
Opprefs’d with numbers, in th’ unequal fight,

Three thoufand fouls of chriftian warriors flain,
T o  happier regions, wing’d their joyous flight.

II.
Yet, not before, in vain, they had eflay’d

The force and vigour of their dauntlefs arm s;
’T ill wearied and reduc’d, though undifmay’d,

They welcom’d death encompafs’d with alarms.
III.

On Afric’s coafl, as records tell,
The fcene of pafl: and prefent woes,

More valiant bodies never fell,
More fpotlefs fpirits never rofe,

The
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The fongs were not difliked, and the captive rejoicing at the good for­
tune o f his comrade, proceeded thus, in his narration:

“  The goleta and forts being taken, the Turks ordered the firft to be dis­
mantled, the other being quite demolishedbefore it was Surrendered; and, 
that this might be done with the lefs trouble and greater difpatch, it was 
undermined in three parts; but, they could, by no means, blow up the old 
walls, which feemed to be the weakeSt part, while that which was executed 
by Fratin, was deftroyed with great facility. In Short, the victorious fleet 
returned in triumph to Constantinople, where, in a few months, happened 
the death o f my mafter Uchali, who went by the name of Uchali Fartax, 
which, in the language o f that country, Signifies the Scabby Renegado; for, 
fuch he actually was, and it is a cuftom among the Turks, to beftow epi­
thets upon people, derived either from Some defeat or virtue inherent in 
them : this method they pradtife, becaufe they have but four families dis­
tinguished by particular names, and thefe are defcended from the houfe of 
O ttom an; fo, that the reSl, as I have obferved, adopt fome appellation ei­
ther from the blemishes of the body, or the virtues o f the mind. This le­
per, therefore, tugged at the oar, during fourteen years, as llave to the 
grand Signor, and when he was turned o f thirty-four, apoftatized, out of 
refentment againft a T urk, who Struck him at the oar, renouncing his reli­
gion, that he might be able to revenge the affront. Such was his gallan­
try and conduct, that without pradtifing thofe vile Steps and methods by 
which the Sultan’s favourites are railed, he was promoted to the throne o f A l­
giers, and afterwards, created general at fea, which is the third poSt in the 
empire. He was a native o f Calabria, a man o f good morals, and behaved 
with great humanity to his Slaves, who, to the number o f three thoufand, 
w ere at his death, in confequence o f his laft will, divided between his renega- 
does, and the grand Signor, who is alfo coheir with the children o f all his de- 
ceafed Subjects. I  fell to the Share o f a Venetian, who had been a common 
Sailor, when'he was taken ; and Uchali had fuch an affedtion for him, that 
he enjoyed the greatest Share o f his favour, and became the molt cruel rene­
gado that ever was known. This man, whofe name was Azanaga, acquired 
great riches, and even Succeeded to the crown o f Algiers, to which place I 
accompanied him from Conftantinople, with fome degree of fatisfa&ion, 
at the thoughts o f being fo near my own country; not that I intended to 
fend home an account o f my unhappy fate, but, to fee i f  fortune would 
not prove more favourable at Algiers than at Constantinople, where I had 
laid a thoufand fchemes for my efcape, without having an opportunity of 
putting one of them in execution: but, I was in hope o f finding at A lgi­
ers fome other more effectual means o f obtaining that which I fo ardently 
4 efired; for, the hope o f gaining my liberty never forfook my b read : on
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the contrary, when all my plans, efforts and expc&ations mifcarried; far 
from abandoning myfelf to defpair, I endeavoured to find out fome new 
expedient, which tho’ ever fo frail and unfubftantial, ferved to fupport my 
fpirits, and flatter my imagination. Thus I madelhift to live within a houfe 
or prifon, called a bath, in which the Turks confine the chriftian captives, 
whether belonging to the king, or private perfons, or of that clafs, which 
they call magazine-flaves; thefe are the captives o f the council, who ferve 
the ftate in public works, and other kinds of day-labour; and find great 
difficulty in obtaining their freedom, becaufe they belong to the community, 
and have no particular matter with whom they can treat concerning their 
ranfom, even tho’ they can command money for the purpofe.”

In thefe baths, as I have already faid, fome private perfons lodge their 
flaves, efpecially when their ranfom is agreed upon; and there they remain 
fecure, and at their eafe, until it arrives. Neither do the king’s captives, 
who are to be ranfomed, go out to work, with the reft of the crew, except 
when the money is delayed, and then, that they may be induced to write 
with more importunity, they are fent out with the reft, to cut wood, an 
office of no fmall mortification and toil. As they knew I had been a cap­
tain, I, in vain, affured them, that I had neither intereft nor money j they 
put me into the number o f thofe who were to be ranfomed, loading me 
with a chain, rather to denote my condition than to fecure my perfon; 
fo, that I lpent my time in that bath, among a great many cavaliers and 
people of fafhion, who were thus marked and defigned for ranfom j and 
tho’ we were fometimes, nay, almoft always expofed to hunger and naked- 
nefs, nothing gave us fo much pain, as to hear and fee, upon every occa- 
fion, the new and unheard-of cruelties which my mafter exercifed upon the 
chriftians. He was every day, hanging one, impaling another, maiming 
a third, upon fuch flight occafions, frequently without any caufe affign- 
ed, that the Turks themfelves owned he a£ted thus out of meer wanton- 
nefs of barbarity, as being naturally o f a favage difpofltion, and an invete­
rate enemy to the whole human race. The perfon who ufed the greateft 
freedom with him, was a Spanifli foldier, called fuch-a-one de Saavedra, 
who, tho’ he did many things which thofe people will not foon forget, in 
attempting to regain his liberty, he never gave him one blow, nor ordered 
him once to be chaftifed, nor even chid him with one hafty word j and yet 
the leaft o f all his pranks was fufficient, as we thought, to bring him to 
the ftake: nay, he himfelf was more than once afraid o f being impaled 
alive. I f  time would permit, I could here recount fome of that foldier’s ac­
tions, which, perhaps, might entertain and furprize you more than the re­
lation of my own ftory.
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But, to return to the thread of my narration : juft over the yard o f our 
prifon were the windows of a rich and principal M o or; but, according to 
the cuftom o f the country, they were rather like peep-holes than windows, 
and even thefe covered with very thick and clofe lattices. One day I chanced 
to be on the terrafs o f our jail, with three o f my companions, palling the 
time, in trying which o f us could leap fartheft, in our fhackles, the reft 
o f the chriftians being gone out to work j I cafually lifted up my eyes, and 
perceived a cane with a handkerchief tied to it, held out at thefe little open­
ings I have mentioned, and waving to and fro, as if  by way o f fignal for 
fome o f us to go and catch it. This objedf was no fooner oblerved, than 
one o f my companions ran haftily to the place that was diredlly under it, 
to fee i f  the cane would be dropped, or what would be the confequence: 
but, when he arrived, it was pulled up, and moved from one fide to an­
other, as if  a man fhould fignify his dillent from any propofal, by fhaking 
his head: when the chriftian returned, the cane was lowered again, with the 
lame motion as at firft; upon which, another o f our company tried the 
experiment, but fucceeded no better than the firft j a third went, and mif- 
carried like the other two. Obferving their difappointment, I was refolved 
to try my fortune alfo ; accordingly, I had no fooner placed myfelf under 
the cane, than it was dropped, and fell down within the bath, juft at m y  
feet. I fnatched it up immediately, and untied the handkerchief, in which 
I found a knot containing ten zianiys, which are pieces of bad gold, cur­
rent among the Moors, each o f them valued at ten rials o f our money. It 
would be fuperfluous to fay that I rejoiced at this w indfall: indeed my joy 
was equal to my furprize j for, I could not conceive from whence that pre- 
fent could come, efpecially to me the circumftance of the cane’s being re- 
fufed to every other perfon, plainly Ihewing that the favour was intended 
for me. I pocketted this lucky fum, broke the cane, returned to the terrafs, 
and looked at the window, thro’ which appeared a very white hand, that 
opened the lattice, and haftily fhut it again : from this circumftance we un- 
derftood, or at leaft imagined, that we owed the prefent to lome lady who lived 
in th athou fej and, in token o f thanks, made our obeifance in the moorilh 
manner, by bowing the head, bending the body, and crofting the hands upon 
the breaft. Soon after this ceremony, a fmall crofs made o f cane, was held 
out at the window, and immediately withdrawn : a fignal which confirmed 
us in the opinion, that we were befriended by fome chriftian woman, who lived 
as a flave in that houfe; but, this fuppofttion was changed, when we reflefled 
upon the whitenefs o f the hand, and the bracelets which we had perceived -y 
and then,, we concluded that fhe muft be one o f thofe chriftian renegades, 
whom their mafters frequently take to wife, and even think themfelves for­
tunate in having fuch an opportunity; for, they efteem them much more than
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the women of their own nation: but, all our conjectures were wide of the 
truth.

From this day forward, our whole entertainment was, to gaze at the 
window, as the north, in which the dar o f the cane had appeared: but, full 
fifteen days elapfed, before we had another glimpfe either of that or the 
hand, or indeed, o f any other fignal: and during this interval, tho’ we en­
deavoured by all the means in our power, to learn who lived in that houfe, 
and whether or not there was a chridian renegado in it, we never could 
get any other information but, that it belonged to a rich Moor of great 
note, called Agimorato, who had been alcayde of Pata, an office of great 
honour among that people: but, when we lead expeCted another fhower 
o f zianiys, the cane re-appeared all of a fudden, with another handker­
chief, and a larger knot than before; and this occurrence happened as for­
merly, when none but ourfelves were in the bath: we made the ufual experi­
ment f each of my three companions, going towards it, as at fird, without 
fuccefs until I approached, and then it was immediately dropped. I untied 
the knot, within which I found forty crowns in Spanifh gold, and a pa­
per written in Arabian characters, with a large crofs at the head of the 
page: I killed the facred fign, put up the money, returned to the terrafs, 
where we made our obeifance, the hand appeared again, making figns that 
I fhould read the letter, and then the window was fhut. We were equally 
pleafed and perplexed at this event; for, none of us underdood Arabic, 
and altho’ our impatience to know the contents of the paper was very 
great, the difficulty of finding an interpreter was dill greater : at length, 
I determined to trud a renegade, a native of Murcia, who had profeffed 
himfelf my friend, and given me fuch pledges of his fidelity, as obliged him 
to keep any fecret I fhould think proper to im part; for, thole renegades 
who intend to return to Chridendom ufually carry about with them cer­
tificates figned by the principal captives, atteding, in the mod ample form 
they can devife, that fuch a renegade is an honed man, who hath always 
been obliging to the chridians, and is defirous of making his efcape with 
the fird opportunity. Some there are who procure thefe tedimonials with 
a good intention j others ufethem occafionally, as the indruments of their 
craft; for, going to rob and plunder on the chridian coads, if  they fhould 
chance to be ihipwrecked or taken, they produce their certificates, and obferve, 
that thefe papers will Ihew the real delign of their coming on a cruize with 
Turks, which was no other than to take the fird occafion of returning to 
their native country: by thefe means, they efcape the fird fury of refent- 
ment, and are reconciled to the church, without differing the lead damage; 
but, when they fee their opportunity, they return to Barbary, and reaffume 
their former way of life ; whereas, thole who procure recommendations
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with a good defign, make ufe o f them accordingly, and remain in peace 
among the chriftians. Such a renegado was this friend, who had obtained 
certificates from all my companions, conceived in the ftrongeft terms of con­
fidence and applaufe ; for which, had he been detedled, the Moors would 
have burned him alive. I knew that he could both fpeak and write the Ara­
bian tongue j but, before I would difdofe the whole affair, I defired him 
to read that paper which I had found by chance in a corner o f my cabbin. 
He opened it accordingly, and having pored and perufed it a good while, 
muttering between his teeth, I alked if  he underflood the contents ? He 
anfwered in the affirmative, bidding me, i f  I chofe to have the literal 
meaning, furnifh him with pen and ink, that he might tranflate it the more 
exaclly. I accordingly accommodated him with what he defired, and when 
he had made an end o f the tranflation at his own leifure, he faid, “  This 
that I have written in Spanifh, is the literal meaning o f that moorifh paper; 
and you are to take notice, that wherefoever you meet with the words Lela 
Marien, they fignify our lady the blelled virgin.”

The paper contained thefe words, “  When I was a child, my father had 
“  a woman flave, who, in my own language, taught me the chriflian wor- 
“  fhip, and told me divers things of Lela Marien. This chriflian died, and 
“  I am fure her foul did not go to the fire, but to A la ; for, I faw her twice 
“  after her death, and fhe advifed me to go to the land o f the chriftians, 
“  where I fhould fee Lela Marien, by whom I was beloved. I know not which 
“  way to g o : many chriftians I have feen from this window, but, not one 
“  who feems fo much a gentleman as yourfelf. I am very beautiful and young, 
“  and have a great deal o f money in my pofteffion: i f  thou can’ll  find out 
“  any method o f carrying me to thy country, thou fhalt there be my huf- 
M band, i f  thou art fo inclined; but, i f  that be contrary to thy inclination, 
“  I fhall not be uneafy, for Lela Marien will provide me with a fpoufe. I  
“  write this with my own hand: let no body read it, but fuch as you can 
“  trull. Beware o f the Moors, for, they are altogether deceitful: therefore, 
“  I am very much concerned, for, I would not have it difclofed to any per- 
“  fon whatever; becaufe, i f  it fhould come to my father’s ears, he would 
“  inftantly caufe me to be funk in a well, and covered with ftones. I will 
“  fallen a thread to the cane, to which thou may’ll tie thine anfwer; and i f  
“  thou can’ll not write Arabic, let me know by figns, for, Lela Marien, 
u will help me to underhand them. M ay Die and Ala preferve thee, by 
“  means o f this crofs, which I often kifs, according to die diredlion o f my 
“  deceafed Have.”

You may eafily conceive, gentlemen, whether or not, we were furpriz- 
ed and rejoiced at the contents o f this paper. Indeed, the fymptoms o f 
jpy and admiration appeared fo plain, in our behaviour, that the rene-

308 The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book IV.



gado fufpe<fted it was not found by accident, but, actually written and 
addreffed to one of our company. He accordingly intreated us to tell 
him, if his conjecture was true ; protefting that we might fafely truft to 
his fidelity, and alluring us, i f  we would favour him with our confidence, 
he would venture his life in procuring our freedom. So faying, he pulled 
from his bofom, a crucifix o f metal, and, with many tears, fwore by the 
God reprefented under the form of that image, in whom he, though a 
wretched finner, fully and faithfully believed, that he would be trufty and 
fecret in every thing we fhould pleafe to communicate; for, he firmly be­
lieved, and as it were, prognofticated, that by means of her who had 
written the paper, we fiiould all obtain liberty, and he accomplifh that 
which he had fo much at heart, namely, his re-admiflion into the bofom of 
his holy mother church, from which he, thro’ his ignorance and guilt, had 
been, like a rotten member, divided and cut off. This declaration he 
made with fo many tears and figns of repentance, that we unanimoufly 
agreed to entruft him with the affair, and accordingly, gave him an ac­
count of every thing that had happened, without fupprefling one circum- 
ftance; and fhewed him the window at which the cane had appeared; 
fo that from thence he took his mark of the houfe, refolving to inform 
himfelf, with great care and caution, of the name and quality of thole 
who lived in it. Mean while, we were all o f opinion, that there was a 
neceflity for anfwering the billet; and there being a perfon prefent, who 
could perform that office, the renegado that inftant wrote in Arabic what 
I dictated, which was literally as I fhall now repeat; for, o f all the ma­
terial circumftances of that affair, not one hath efcaped my memory, which 
will retain them all to my laft breath. In fhort, this was the anfwer which. 
I fent to the beautiful Moor.

“  M y dear lady 1

“  Mayeft thou be protected by the true Ala, and that blefied Mary the 
“  real mother of God, who, becaufe fhe loves thee hath put it into thy 
“  heart to go to the land of chriffians: befeech her therefore, that file 
“  will be pleafed to teach thee how thou mayeft obey her commands 5 
“  for, fhe is fo benevolent, that flie will grant thy requeft. For my own 
M part, and in behalf of thofe who are my fellow-prifoners, I promife to 
“  ferve thee with our whole power, even unto death. Fail not to write 
“  and give me notice of what thou fhalt refolve to do ; and I will always 
« anfwer thy letters; for, the great Ala hath favoured us with the friend- 
M fhip of a chriftian captive, who can fpeak and write thy language, as

thou wilt perceive by this paper : wherefore, thou mayeft communicate 
u thy will and pleafure to us,, without f§ar. As to thy offer of becoming

“  mY
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“  my wife, when thou fhalt be fafely fettled in the land o f the chriftians, 
“  I pledge myfelf thine, on the faith o f a good chriftian ; and know that 
“  thofe o f our religion perform their promifes more punctually than the 
“  Moors. God, and his mother Mary, take my dear lady into their holy 
“  protection.”

This letter being written and fealed, I waited two days, until the bath 
was empty, and then went to the ufual place on the terrafs, to look for the 
cane, which, in a little time appeared. I no fooner perceived the fign, 
though I could not fee who made it, than I held up the letter to make 
her underftand, that fhe fhould fallen a thread to the cane; but, that 
was already done, and I tied the paper to it, accordingly. In a little time, 
our liar appeared again, loaded with the white flag o f peace; which be­
ing dropt, I took it up, and found, in different coins o f gold and lilver, 
to the amount o f fifty crowns, which increafed our fatisfaClion fiftyfold, 
and confirmed us in the hope o f obtaining our freedom. That fame 
night our renegade returned, and told us, he was informed the houfe was 
inhabited by that fame Moor I have mentioned under the name o f Age- 
morato, who was exceffively rich, and had only one daughter to inherit his 
whole fortune ■, that by the current report in the city, fhe was the mofl 
beautiful woman in B arb ary ; and that many o f the viceroys, who went 
thither, had demanded her in marriage, but fhe would never yield her 
confent; he likewife underflood that fhe had once a chriftian Have, who 
had died fome time ago : fo, that all thefe circumftances agreed with the 
contents of her letter. W e then confulted with the renegado, about the 
means o f tranfporting ourfelves, with the moorifh lady, into Chriftendom 3 
and, at length, we came to the refolution o f waiting for another intima­
tion from Zorayda, which is the name o f her who now defires to be call­
ed Maria 3 for, we plainly perceived, that by means o f her and no other, 
we fhould be enabled to furmount all the difficulties that occurred.

Having come to this determination, the renegado bad us give ourfelves 
no uneafinefs, for, he would either procure our liberty or forfeit his own 
life. The bath being full of people, during four days, no cane appeared 
all that time, at the end o f which the ufual folitude prevailing, we per­
ceived it with a handkerchief lb pregnant as to promife a mofl happy 
birth. I flood under it 3 the whole was dropped as ufual, and I found in 
the handkerchief another paper, with one hundred crowns in gold, with­
out any mixture o f other coin. The renegade being then prefent, we car­
ried him to our cabin, wffiere we defired him to read the letter, which he 
interpreted in thefe w ords:

I



“  I know not, dear fir, how to give directions about our paffage into 
“  Spainj nor hath Lela Marien told me, though I have earneftly im- 
“  plored her afiiftance. But, what may be eafily effected is this : I will, 
“  from this window, furnifh you with a great quantity o f m oney} fo, 
“  that you may ranfom yourfelf and your companions, and going to the 
“  land of the chriftians, purchafe a bark, with which you may return for 
“  the refd} and you will find me in my father’s garden, which is by the 
“  gate of Barbazon, clofe to the fea-fide. There I fhall be during the 
"  whole fummer, with my father and fervants, and from thence you may* 
“  in the night, carry me to the bark, without fear. But, remember thou 
cc flialt be my hufband} otherwife I will pray to Marien to chaftife thee. I f  
“  thou canft depend upon no other perfon for purchafing the bark, ran- 
<c fom thyfelf for- that purpofe. I know thou wilt be more apt than any 
t{ other body to return, becaufe thou art a gentleman and a chriftiam.

Be fore to inform thyfelf well, about the garden. When I fee thee 
“  walking where .thou art at prefent, I fhall know the bath is empty, and 
“  provide thee with more money.

“  Ali preferve thee, my dear gentleman” .

Thefe were the contents and purport of the fecond paper, which being 
read in prefence of us all, each propofed himfelf as the perfon to be ran- 
fomed, promifing to go and return with the utmoft punctuality} I like- 
wife offered myfelf for that purpofe. But, the renegado oppoled the pro- 
pofal, faying, that he could by no means confent that one fhould be fet 
free, before we had all obtained our liberty} becaufe experience had taught 
him, how ill thofc who are free, perform the promifes they have made in 
their captivity : for, prifoners of note had often praftifed the expedient 
of ranfoming one of their number, to go to Valencia or Majorca, with 
money to purchafe an armed bark, and return for his companions} but, 
they never faw his face again : for, having once obtained his own liber­
ty, the dread of lofing it again, by returning, blots all manner of obliga­
tions out of his remembrance. As a confirmation of the truth of what 
he alledged, he briefly recounted a cafe which had lately happened to fome 
chriftian gentlemen, attended with the ftrangeft circumftances ever known 
even in thefe parts, where the moft uncommon and furprizing events oc­
cur almoft every day. In fhort, he told us, the moft practicable and pru­
dent fcheme was, to give him the money we fhould receive for our ran­
fom, with which he would purchafe a bark at Algiers, under pretence of 
becoming merchant, and trading to Tetuan, and the other places on that 
coaft; and that being mafter of the veffel, he would loon contrive the 
means o f difeng3ging us from the bath, and getting us all on board: ef-

pecially
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pecially if  the moorifh lady fliould perform her promife in fupplying us 
with money fufficient to pay the ranfom o f our whole company ; in which 
cafe, being no longer flaves, we might embark with the greateft eafe and 
fafety, even at noon-day. The greateft difficulty that occurred, was the 
backwardnefs o f the Moors, to allow a renegade to purchafe or command 
a veftel, unlefs it be a large cruizer for pirating ; becaufe they fufpecl, ef- 
pccially, i f  he be a Spaniard, that his foie motive in buying a fmall bark, 
is to make his efcape into Chriftendom : but, he undertook to remedy that 
inconvenience, by giving a fhare o f the bark and profits o f the merchan­
dize to a Tangarin M o or; by which means, he fhould be mafter o f the 
bark, and o f confequence, have it in his power to accomplifli the whole 
affair.

Although, in the opinion o f me and my companions, there was no bet­
ter plan than that o f fending to Majorca for a bark, as the moorifh lady 
had propofed, we durft not contradidf the fentiments o f the renegade, left, 
he, being dillobliged by our afting contrary to his intention, fhould make 
a difeovery o f our correfpondence with the fair Moor, and endanger not' 
only our lives, but alfo that o f Zorayda, for which we would have wil­
lingly facrificed our own. W e therefore, determined to rely upon God 
and the renegado ; and immediately wrote an anfwer to Zorayda, import­
ing, that we would adhere in every thing to her advice, which was as pru­
dent as i f  it had been d ila ted  by Lela Marien ; and that it depended 
folely upon her, either to haften or retard the negotiation: pledging my 
faith anew, to become her fpoufe. In confequence o f this intimation, the 
very next day, when the bath happened to be empty, flie at different times, 
by means of the cane and handkerchief, tranfmitted two thoufand crowns 
in gold, with a paper fignifying, that on the firft juma, which is friday, 
ftie fliould fet out for her father’s garden, but, before her departure, fup- 
ply us with more money ; and defired us to inform her, i f  we fliould find 
that infufficient; for, flie would give us as much as we could defire, her 
father having fuch vaft fums, that he would never be fenfible o f what flie 
took, efpecialty as all his keys were in her poflelfion. W e immediately 
accommodated the renegado with five hundred crowns, for the purchafe o f 
the b a rk : with eight hundred more I ranfomed myfelf, depofiting the 
money with a Valentian merchant then refiding at Algiers, who bar­
gained for my ranfom with the king, and obtained my freedom, upon 
giving his word to pay the money, on the arrival o f the firft fhip from 
Valencia; for, i f  he had paid it immediately, the king would have fuf- 
pe£ted that the ranfom had been fome time at Algiers, and that the mer­
chant had hitherto detained it for his own convenience. In fliort, my 
mafter was fo contentious, that I durft, by no means, difburfe the money

at
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at once. On the Thurfday before the fair Zorayda removed to her father’s 
country-houfe, fhe gave us another thoufand crowns, and apprized us of 
her departure; intreating me, as foon as I fhould be ranfomed, to make 
myfelf acquainted with her father’s garden, and find fome opportunity of 
going thither to fee her. I anfwered, in few words, that I would obey her 
in every thing, defiring fhe would fervently recommend us to Lela Ma- 
rien in all thofe prayers which fhe had learned of the flave.

This affair being tranfadled, means were concerted for ranfoming my 
three companions j left, feeing me at liberty and themfelves confined, fince 
I had money enough to procure their freedom, they fliould be chagrined, 
and tempted by the devil, to do fomething to the prejudice of Zorayda: for, 
although their honour and integrity might have fecured me againft any 
fuch apprehenfion, I would not run the fmalleft rifk, and therefore took 
care they fhould be ranfomed by the fame canal through which my liberty 
was obtained ; depofiting the whole fum required, in the merchant’s hands, 
that he might, with more certainty and confidence, a6l the part o f their 
bondfman; though we never difclofed to him our fecret commerce with 
Zorayda, for fear o f what might happen.

C H A P .  X IV .

The continuation o f the captive’s adventures.

BE F O R E  fifteen days had elapfed, our renegado had purchafed a 
flout veffel, capable of containing thirty perfons at leaft j and to fe- 

cure what he had done with a favourable pretext, he made a voyage to a 
place called Sargel, about thirty leagues from Algiers, towards the coaft 
o f Oran, where there is a great traffic o f dried figs: and he made two or 
three trips of this kind, in company with the Tagarin Moor already men­
tioned. The Moors o f Arragon are, in Barbary, called Tagarins, and 
thofe of Grenada go by the name o f Mudajares; though thefe laft are, in 
the kingdom of Fez, called Elches, being the people whom the king chiefly 
ufes in his wars. I fay then, in every paflage, the renegado brought his 
bark to an anchor in a fmall creek, within two bow-fhots of Agimorato’s 
garden ; and there purpofely employed himfelf and his moorifh rowers in 
pra£tifing the *Z a la  ; or attempted that in jeft, which he intended to exe­
cute in earneft. He went frequently to Zorayda’s garden, on pretence of 
afking fruit, which he always received from her father, though he did not 
know h im : but although, as he afterwards owned, he wanted to fpeak 
with Zorayda, and tell her that he was the perfon appointed by me, to

* Z u l u  or S a l a ,  is the moorifh falutition.
S f
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carry her off to the land o f the chriftians, that Hie might be fatisfied and 
fecure o f his fidelity; he never had an opportunity o f executing his de- 
fign : for, the moorifii women avoid the fight o f their own countrymen 
and the Turks, unlefs when they are commanded to appear, by their pa­
rents and hulbands ; though they talk and converfe with chriftian captives, 
even more freely than decency allows. I fhould have been very much con­
cerned, had he fpoke with her, becaufe it would, perhaps, have given her 
great uneafinefs, to fee renegades entrufted with the affair j but God, who 
ordained all for the beft, gave him no opportunity o f fulfilling his well- 
meaning intention.

Perceiving how fecurely he traded to and from Sargel, and anchored 
when, where, and how he pleafed, his partner fubmitting to his direction, 
in all things; and that I being ranfomed, there was nothing wanted but 
fome chriftians to row, he defired me to pick out thofe who fhould ac­
company me, exclufive of my friends who were ranfomed, and befpeak 
them for the Friday following, which he had appointed for the day o f our 
departure. Seeing him thus determined, I fpoke to a dozen Spaniards, all 
o f them able-bodied rowers, and people who could eafily get out o f the 
city : and indeed, it was no fmall difficulty, to find fo many at that con- 
jundture ; for, no fewer than twenty gallies being then out upon the 
cruize, almoft all the rowers were employed, fo that I fhould not have 
found thofe I have mentioned, had not their mailer flaid at home, that 
fummer, to finifh a veffel which he had on the flocks. All I faid to 
them was, that next Friday in the evening, they fhould flily flip out o f 
the city, one by one, and betake themfelves to Agimorato’s garden, where 
they fhould wait my com ing; and I dire6led every one by himfelf, i f  he 
fhould meet with other chriftians at the rendezvous, to fay nothing, but, 
that I had ordered him to wait for me in that place.

This point being fettled, another precaution flill more neceffary, re­
mained untaken; this was to advertife Zorayda o f the fituation o f our 
affairs, that file might be prepared and guarded againfl furprize, at our 
fudden affauft, before file could think it poffible that the chriftian bark 
was arrived. Refolved, therefore, to fee and fpeak with her, i f  poffible, 
one day before our departure, I went to the garden, on pretence o f ga­
thering fome herbs;  and the firft perfon I  met was her father, who fpoke 
to me in a language ufed through all Barbary, and even at Conftantino- 
ple, between the captives and the M oors; it is neither Arabic nor Cafti- 
lian, nor indeed peculiar to any nation, but a mixture o f different tongues, 
by which we make fhift to underftand each other. I fay, lie alked in this 
fort o f jargon, who I was, and what I wanted in his garden? I anfwered, 
that I was a Have belonging to Arnaute Mami, who I knew to be an in­

timate
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timate friend of h is ; and that I wanted a few herbs for a fallad. In con- 
fequence of this anfwer, he inquired whether or not I was to be ranfomed, 
and what my mafter demanded for my freedom ? And while we were thus 
converftng together, the fair Zorayda came out into the garden. She had 
already perceived me from a window of the houfe, and, as the mooriih 
women make no fcruple o f fhewing themfelves to chriftians, with whom, 
as I have already obferved, they are not at all fhy, fhe, without any hefi- 
tation, walked towards the place, where I was ftanding with her father, 
who no fooner law her, than he called at a diftance, deliring her to come 
up. It would be a difficult talk for me, at prefent, to defcribe the ex­
ceeding beauty, the genteel mien, the gay and rich ornaments with which 
my beloved Zorayda then prefented herfelf before mine eyes: I fhall only 
obferve, that the pearls about her beauteous neck and ears, outnumbered 
the hairs o f her head. On her ancles, which were bare, according to the 
culfom of the country, fhe wore carcaxes, (by which name the bracelets 
for the feet are called in the Morifco language,) o f the puteft gold, fet with 
fuch a quantity o f diamonds, that fhe afterwards told me, her father va­
lued them at twenty thoufand ducats; and thofe fhe wore upon her wrifls 
were of equal richnefs. The pearls, though in fuch a vaft number were 
extremely fine; for, the greateft pride and magnificence o f the moorifh 
women lie in pearls and embroidery; confequently, there is a greater 
quantity of pearls and feed-pearl, in Barbary, than in all the other nati­
ons of the world, and Zorayda’s father had the reputation of pojffeffing 
the greateft number and the beft in Algiers, together with a fortune of 
two hundred thoufand Spanifh crowns, of all which fhe, who is now 
mine, was once miftrefs. Whether, with the aftiftance of all thefe orna­
ments, fhe appeared beautiful or not, and what fhe muft have been in her 
profperity, may be conjectured by what remains after the great fatigues 
fhe hath undergone; for, it is well known, that the beauty o f fome wo­
men hath its days and feafons, and is diminifhed or increafed according 
to the circumftances that happen; being improved or impaired, nay, of­
ten totally deftroyed, by the paflions of the mind. In fhort, fhe approach­
ed in all the pomp of drefs, and all the excefs of beauty; at leaft to me, 
fhe feemed the moft beautiful creature I had ever feen, which circumftance, 
joined to the obligations I lay under, made me look upon her as an angel 
fent from heaven, for my delight and deliverance. When fire came up, her 
father told her, in their own language, that I was a captive belonging 
to his friend Arnaute Mami, and had come for a fallad ; upon which 
fire took up the difeourfe, and in that jumble of languages before men­
tioned, afked if  I was a gentleman; and why I did not ranfom myfelf? 
I  anfwered, that I was already ranfomed, and that fire might fee in what

.S f  2 eftecnr
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efteem I was with my matter, by the fum he received for my freedom, 
which was no lefs than fifteen hundred fultanins. T o  this obfervation, 
file replied, “  Truly, i f  thou hadtt belonged to my father, he fhould not 
have parted with thee for twice the fum 3 for, you chriftians always dif- 
femble, and call yourfelves poorer than you really are, with a view o f 
impofmg upon the Moors.” “  That may be fometimes the cafe, madam, 
faid I, but I adhered to the truth, in bargaining with my matter, and 
will deal honeftly with all mankind.” She then afked how foon I intend­
ed to depart3 and I anfwered, “  To-morrow, I believe : there is a French 
ttiip in the harbour, to fail in the morning, and I have fome thoughts 
of taking my paflage on board o f her.” “  Had not you better ttay till 
the arrival o f a veffel from Spain, faid Zorayda, than truft yourfelf with 
the French, who are no good friends o f yours ?” “  No, madam, anfwer­
ed I, though, as there is a Spanifh ttiip expelled, i f  fhe arrives immedi­
ately, I believe I fhall wait for her: but, it is more likely that I fhall fail 
to-morrow j for, the defire I have to fee myfelf in my native country, with 
thofe I love, is too ftrong to let me wait for any other convenience, let it 
be ever fo good.” “  W ithout doubt, faid Zorayda, thou art married in 
thy own country, and therefore defirous o f being with thy wife.” “  I am 
not yet wedded, I replied3 but, under promife o f being married at my 
return.” “  And is the woman beautiful to whom thou haft pledged thy 
faith ?” faid fhe. “  So beautiful, anfwered I, that to compliment her, and 
tell thee the truth, fhe is the exadt refemblance o f thyfelf.”

Her father laughed heartily at this declaration, faying, “  Truly, chri- 
ftian, fhe mutt be very handfome indeed, i f  fhe refembles my daughter, 
who is the moft beautiful woman in this kingdom 3 look at her, and thou 
wilt fee whether or not I fpeak truth.”

In the greateft part o f this converfation, Agimorato ferved as interpreter 
for his daughter, he being better acquainted with this fpurious language, 
which, tho’ Ihe underftood a little, in confequence o f its being much fpoke 
among the Moors, fhe explained her meaning by figns, oftener than by 
words.

W hile we were engaged in this and other fuch conrerfation, a Moor ran 
towards us, crying aloud, that four Turks having got thro’ the pales, or 
leaped over the garden-wall, were gathering tho fruit, tho’ it was not yet 
ripe. A t this information the old man and Zorayda ftarted; for, the 
Moors are commonly, and as it were naturally, afraid o f the Turks, efpe- 
cially the foldiers, who are fo infolent and imperious to their moorifh fub- 
jedts, that they treat them worfe than if  they were Haves. Accordingly, 
the father faid to Zorayda, “  Daughter, retire to the houfe, and lock thy­
felf up, while I  go and talk to thofe dogs 3 and thou, chriftian, (turning to
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me) gather thy herbs, and depart in peace; and Ala fend thee fafe into thy 
own country.” I made my obeifance, and he went in fearch of the Turks, 
leaving me alone with Zorayda, who pretended to go homeward, accord­
ing to her father’s defire; but, no fooner was he out of fight, among the trees 
of the garden, than fhe came back, with her eyes drowned in tears, faying,
“  Amexi, chriftiano, am exi!” the fignification o f which addrefs, is, “  Thou 
art going away, chriftian, thou art going away >” “  Yes, madam, anfwered I, 
but, by no means without you : on the next Jam a expedt me, and be not afraid 
when you fee u s; for, we fhall certainly go to the land of the chriftians.” I  
made fhift to exprefs myfelf in fuch a manner, that fhe underftood this, and 
every thing elfe that I faid; and throwing her arm about my neck, began to 
walk towards the houfe, with a flow and faultering pace: but, it pleafed for­
tune, which might have proved very unlucky, had not heaven otherwife or­
dained, that while we walked in this attitude, with her arm about my neck, we 
were obferved by her father, on his return from having fent away the 
T u rks; and we immediately perceived ourfelves difcovered. Neverthelefs, 
Zorayda prompted by her difcretion and prefence of mind, would not 
take her arm from my neck; but, on the contrary, coming clofer to 
me, let her head drop upon my bofom, and her knees fink under her, 
as if  fhe was fainting: while I feemed to fupport her with a fort o f ftrained. 
civility.

The father feeing his daughter in this fituation, ran towards us with great 
concern, and afked what was the matter: but, fhe making no reply, 
“  Doubtlefs, faid he, file hath fainted with the fright occafioned by the in- 
folence of thofe dogs.” Then, taking her out of my arms, he fupported her in 
his ow n; while fhe, fetching a deep figh, the tears ftill continuing in her eyes, 
repeated, “  Amexi, chriftiano, am exi:” “  Begone chriftian, begone. “ There 
is no neceflity for the chriftian’s departure, faid the father, he hath done thee 
no harm ; and as the Turks are gone already, be not difturbed:. thou haft 
no caufe to be uneafy; for, as I have already faid, the Turks, at my intreaty, 
went out as they had come in.” “  Indeed, fir, faid I, they have difcompofed 
her very much, as you obferve; but, fince fhe defires me to go, I  will not ftay 
to give offence. Peace be with you. I will, with your permiflion, return to this 
garden, for herbs, i f  they fhould be wanted; for,, my mafter fays there are 
none better to be found in any other place.” “  Thou mayeft come as often 
as thou wilt, anfwered Agimorato r what my daughter fays, is not out o f 
refentment againft thee, or any other chriftian; but, inftead of bidding the 
Turks begone, fhe applied the words to thee, or elfe thought it was time 
for thee to go.and gather thy herbs.” I then took leave of them both; and 
fhe, as if  her foul had been rent from her body, went away with her father, 
while I, on pretence of culling my fallad, went round the whole garden,
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at my pleafure, obferving all the entries and outlets, together with the 
ftrength o f the houfe, and every convenience that might tend to facilitate 
our purpofe.

Having thus reconnoitred, I went and communicated my obfervations 
to the renegado, and the reft o f my companions, longing eagerly for the hour 
o f feeing myfelf in peaceable poffeffion o f the blefting which fortune pre- 
fented in the beauteous and charming Zorayda. At length, the intervening 
time elapfed, and the long willied-for day and period arrived, when all of 
us, following the order and plan which had been often canvaffed, and at laft 
fettled, after themoft mature deliberation; our defires were happily accom­
plished. On the Friday, after I had fpoke with Zorayda, Morrenago, which 
was the renegade’s name, anchored his bark right oppofite to the place 
where my charming miftrefs refided; and the chriftians who were to row, in 
confequence o f my directions, lay already concealed in different corners, all 
around the place, waiting for me with impatience, joy and defire o f attack­
ing the veffel which was in view ; for, they were ignorant of our confede­
racy with the renegade, and believed that they muft win and maintain their 
liberty, by force o f arms, in killing all the Moors who belonged to the b ark : 
wherefore, as foon as I and my companions appeared, thole who were hid 
came and joined us immediately, about the time when the city-gates were 
fh u t ; fo that not a foul was to be feen in the fields. Being all met toge­
ther, we were in fome doubt, whether we fhould go immediately for Z o ­
rayda, or firft o f all fecure the moorilh rowers belonging to the bark. 
W hile we hefitated on this point, the renegado arriving, afked what we 
waited fo r ; obferving, that now was the time, the Moors being altogether 
unguarded, and the greateft part o f them actually alleep: we told him the 
fubjeCt o f our doubt; upon which, he alfured us, that it was o f the greateft 
confequence to make ourfelves firft mafters o f the bark, a precaution which 
might be eafily taken, without running the leaft hazard; and then we could 
go in quell o f Zorayda, with greater fecurity. His advice was unanimoufty 
approved; and therefore, without further delay, we followed him as guide 
to the veffel, into which he leaped, and drawing a feymitar, called in the 
moorifti language, “  Let none o f you ftir, on pain o f death.” The chri­
ftians were at his back in an inftant; while the Moors being naturally pu- 
fillanimous, hearing their mailer talk in this manner, were feized with con- 
fternation, and as there were few or no arms on board, fuffered themfelves, 
without the leaft refiftance, to be fettered by the chriftians, who perform­
ed this office with infinite dexterity and dilpatch, threatening to put them all 
to the fword, if  any one of them lhould raife his voice, or attempt to make 
the leaft noife.
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This fcheme being executed, we left one half of our number to guard 
them, and with the reft, ufing the renegado ftill as our guide, went to 
Agimorato’s garden-door, which fortunately opened with as much eafe as 
if  it had not been locked; fo that, without being perceived, we proceeded 
to the houfe with great filence and compofure. The adorable Zorayda, 
who flood waiting for us, at a window, no fooner perceived people at the 
door, than fhe aiked if we were Nazarini, which in their language, fig- 
nifies chriftians ? I replied in the affirmative, deliring her to come down: 
when fhe knew my voice, fhe made no delay, but, without anfwering one 
fyllable, came down in a moment, opened the door, and appeared fo beau­
tiful and richly drefled, as to furpafs all defcription. Tranfported at the 
fight, I took her hand and killed it moft devoutly: the renegado, and my 
two companions, did the fame, and the reft, tho’ ignorant of the occafion, 
followed our example, thinking we expreffed our thanks, and acknowledg­
ments to her as the inftrument of our deliverance. The renegado afked, in the 
Morefco tongue, if  her father was in the houfe ? and fhe alluring him, that 
he was afleep in his own apartment; “  Then it will be neceflary, faid Mor- 
renago, to wake and carry him off, together with every thing of value, in 
this agreeable habitation.” “  Touch not my father, faid fhe, and take my 
word for it, there is nothing valuable in this houfe but what I have le­
aned, which is enough to make you all rich and happy : flay a little, and 
thou fhalt fee.”

So faying, fhe went back into the houfe, protefting fhe would immedi­
ately return, and defiling us to make no noife. I then afked the renegade 
what had paffed between them, and when he told me, charged him to do 
nothing that fhould be difagreeable to Zorayda, who foon returned with a 
coffer fb full of golden crowns, that fhe could fcarce fupport the weight: 
but, our evil fortune ordained that her father fhould wake in the interim, 
and hear a noife in the garden upon which, he ftarted up, and running 
to the window, no fooner perceived that v/e were all chriftians, than he be­
gan to bawl, in Arabic, with vaft vociferation, “  Chriftians! chriftians! 
thieves ! thieves !” and his cries threw us all into the utmoft terror and con- 
fufion: however, the renegado feeing the danger we were in, and how 
much it imported him to atchieve the enterprize, without being detected, 
ran up to Agimorato, with infinite agility, being accompanied with fome 
others of our company, as I could not leave Zorayda, who by this time had 
fainted in my arm s: in fhort, thofe who entered the houfe managed him fo 
well, that in a moment they brought him down, with his hands tied, and 
an handkerchief in his mouth, to hinder him from crying, threatening all 
*he while, that if  he prefumed to fpeak, it would coft him his life. His
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daughter covered her eyes, that fhe might not fee her father in that condi­
tion j while he was adonifhed at fight o f her, little thinking how willingly 
flie had put herfelf in our pow er; and our feet being then more necelfary 
than our hands, we, with great indudry and difpatch, returned to the vef- 
fel, where we were expected with impatience by thofe we had left, who had 
begun to fear we had met with fome mifchance.

Before two hours o f the night had elapfed, we were all fafe on board, 
where we untied the hands o f Zoravda’s father, and took the handker- 
chief out o f his m outh; tho’ the renegado commanded him again to be 
blent, on pain o f death. Seeing his daughter alfo in our power, he began 
to figh molt bitterly, more efpecially as he perceived her lie quitely in my 
arms, without refilling, complaining, or the lead: appearance of condraint: 
but, he was fain to hold his tongue, led the renegado Oiould put his re­
peated threats in execution. Zorayda now feeing us embarked, and on the 
point o f manning the oars, while her father and the other Moors remain­
ed prifoners among us, defired the renegado would be fo good as to difmifs 
the Moors, and fet her father at liberty; for, die would rather throw her­
felf into the fea, than behold a parent, whom Ihe loved fo much, dragged 
into captivity on her account. Morrenago having made me acquainted with 
her requed, I confented to the propofal; but, he faid it was by no means 
expedient, becaufe, diould we leave them there, they would indantly alarm 
both town and country ; fo that fome light frigates would be fent out in 
purfuit o f us, and then we diould be fo befet, both by fea and land, that 
it would be impoflible for us to efcape: he propofed, therefore, to fet them 
at liberty, on the fird chridian land he diould make. W e were all o f the 
fame opinion, which was alfo embraced by Zorayda, to whom he imparted 
fhe reafons which hindered us from complying immediately with her de­
fire : then each o f our valiant rowers laid hold o f his oar with joy, filence, 
and alacrity, and recommending ourfelves to the protection o f God, we took 
our departure, directing our courfe towards the idand o f Majorca, which 
was the neared chridian land ; but, the north wind beginning to blow, 
and the fea becoming rough, it was impodible to deer our courfe, and we 
were obliged to row along Ihore, towards Oran, not without great appre- 
henbon o f being difcovered from the town o f Sargel, which lies upon that 
coad, about fixty miles from A lgiers; we were alfo afraid o f meeting, in 
thofe parts, with fome o f thofe galleys which frequently come thither from 
Tetuan, to trade; tho* each o f us fingly, and all o f us together, prefumed, 
that i f  we could fall in with a merchant veflel not fitted out, or manned 
for a corfair, far from lofing our liberty again, we diould make ourfelves 
znaders o f a fhip in which we might perform our voyage with more fecuri-
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ty. While we thus coafted along, Zorayda lay with her head in my bofom, 
that fhe might not fee her father in diftrefs; and I could hear her implor­
ing Lela Marien to affift us in our defign.
> When we had rowed about thirty miles, day breaking, difcovered that we 
were about three gun-fhots diftant from the fhore of a defart country, where 
not a foul appeared to dete6l u s : but, for all that, we plied hard to get 
a little farther off to fea, which was now fomewhat calmer; and having 
made about two leagues, directed the men to row by turns, that we might 
refrefh ourfelves with the provifions, o f which we had plenty in the bark ; 
but, the rowers faid, it was then no time to be idle, and defired the reft to 
bring them vidtuals, which they would eat while at work, protefting that 
they would by no means quit their oars : this hint was accordingly taken, and 
a frefh gale fpringing up, we were obliged to lay afide our oars, and make 
fail directly for Oran; for, it was impoffible to follow any other courfe: 
and this method proved fo expeditious, that we failed at the rate o f eight 
miles in an hour, without any other dread than that of falling in with fome 
corfair. We ordered fome victuals to be given to the Moors, who were 
confoled by the renegado’s telling them, that as they were not Haves, they 
fhould have their freedom with the firft opportunity; the fame declaration 
he made to Zorayda’s father, who anfwered, “  I might expert any other 
favour from your generofity and courteous behaviour, O chriftians! but, 
you muft not think me fo fimple as to believe you will give me my free­
dom ; for, you would never have run fuch rifque in depriving me of it, with 
a view of reftoring it fo liberally; efpecially, when you know who I am, and 
the advantage you may reap from my ranfom, which, i f  you will now pro- 
pofe, I here promife to pay your utmoft demand, for myfelf and this un­
happy daughter, or for her alone, who is the better part of my foul.”

So faying, he wept with fuch bitternefs, as moved us all to compaf- 
fion, and obliged Zorayda to lift up her eyes, when feeing the tears trickle 

' down from his aged cheeks, fhe was melted, and rifing from the place 
where I fupported her, went to embrace her father; then joining her face 
to his, the two uttered fuch a tender lamentation, as drew tears of fym- 
pathy from the eyes of almoft all thofe who heard i t ; but, when Agimorato 
perceived her fo gayly drefled, with all her jewels about her, he faid with fome 
furprize, in their language, “  What is the meaning of this finery, my child? 
Laft night, before this terrible misfortune happened, I faw thee in thy ordi­
nary and common drefs; but, now, tho’ thou had’ffc neither time, nor any 
happy tidings to folemnize with fuch ornaments and finery, I fee thee deck­
ed in all the richeft apparel I could contrive or beflow upon thee, while 
fortune was much more favourable than at prefent! Anlwer me in that 
particular, at which I am more concerned and furprized, than at the mif- 

Vol. L  T t hap

Chap. 14̂  DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . 321



hap which hath befallen us ?” The renegado interpreted to us all that the 
Moor faid to his daughter, who made no anfwer to his queftion: but, when 
he faw on one fide o f the bark, the coffer in which fhe ufed to keep her 
jewels, which he thought had been left at Algiers, when he moved to his 
country-houfe, he was ftill more confounded, and afked how that cafket 
had fallen into our hands, and what it contained ? T o  this queftion the re­
negado replied, without waiting for Zoraycla’s anfwer j “  You need not 
weary yourfelf, fignor, in putting fo many queftions to your daughter; 
for, I can fatisfy you, in one word : know then, that Zorayda is a chriftian; 
that fhe hath filed off our chains, and converted our captivity into free­
dom ; that fhe came hither o f her own accord, and is now, I believe, as well 
fatisfied with her prefent condition as one delivered from darknefs to light, 
from death to life, and from affli&ion to triumph.” “  Daughter, cried the 
Moor, is that which he affirms, true ?” “  Yes,” replied Zorayda. “  That thou 
art a&ually a chriftian, and the very perfon who hath put thy father into the 
hands o f his enemies ?” refumed the old man. “  I  am a chriftian, ’tis true, 
faid Zorayda, but, not the perfon who reduced you to this fituation? for, 
my defire never extended fo far as either to leave or render you unhappy, 
my foie intention being to provide for my own welfare.” “  And how ha’ft 
thou provided for it, my child ?” replied the father. “  Put that queftion to 
Lela Marien, faid fhe, who will inform you better than I can.”

Scarce had thefe words reached the ears o f Agimorato, than, with incre­
dible agility, he darted himfelf headlong into the fea, where, without all 
doubt, he muft have have perifhed, had not his large intangling robes helped 
to keep him afloat. Zorayda fhrieking, begged we would fave her father? 
upon which we all exerted ourfelves, and laying hold o f his upper garment, 
pulled him on board, already half drowned, and deprived o f all fenfation; 
when fhe was fo much affe&ed with his condition, that fhe uttered a moft 
tender and doleful lamentation over him, as i f  he had been a&ually dead. 
Having turned him upon his face, a great quantity o f water ran out o f his 
mouth, and he recovered the ufe o f his fenfes, in the fpace o f two hours, 
during which, the wind fhifting, we were driven towards the fhore, and by 
main dint o f rowing, kept from running aground ? but, by good fortune, we 
arrived in a creek formed by a fmall cape or promontory, known among 
the Moors by the name o f Cava Rumia, which fignifies, The wicked chriftian 
woman? there being a tradition among them, that *  Cava, on whofeaccount 
they loft their poffefiions in Spain, is interred in that place ? for, Cava, in their 
language, implies a Wicked W oman, and Rum ia fignifies Chriftian: fo 
that they look upon it as a bad omen, when they are obliged, by neceffity,

* Cava or Caba, daughter of count Julian, count of Ceuta, was violated by Roderick king of Spain, 
and, in order to revenge this injury, the father called the Saracens into that kingdom, in the year 712.
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to drop anchor here, and except, in cafes o f emergency, they never attempt 
i t : tho’ to us, it was by no means the fhelter o f a wicked woman, but a 
fecure harbour in ftormy weather. Having placed centinels on fhore, with­
out quitting our oars, we made another meal o f what the renegado had 
provided; and prayed heartily to God and the blefled Virgin, to favour and 
aftift us, in bringing fuch a fortunate beginning to a happy conclufion. We 
then determined, at the intreaty of Zorayda, to fet her father and the 
Moors, whom we had fettered, on fhore, becaufe fhe had not refolution 
enough, nor could her tender difpofition endure to fee her parent and coun­
trymen in the condition o f captives j we accordingly promifed to gratify her 
defire, at our departure, fmce we ran no rifk in fetting them at liberty, in 
that uninhabited place.

Our prayers were not fo vain as to be rejected by heaven, that fent a fa­
vourable wind and a fmooth fea, inviting us to proceed with alacrity in the 
voyage we had undertaken. This we no fooner perceived, than unbinding 
the Moors, we put them all on fhore, one by one, to their no fmall afto- 
nifhmentj but, when we came to difmifs Zorayda’s father, who by this 
time had recovered the intire ufe of his fenfes, “  Chriftians, faid he, do you 
think that bad woman rejoices at my freedom, thro’ filial piety ? No, furely, 
but meerly to be rid o f the check which file would receive from my pre­
fence, in feeking to gratify her vicious defires. Do not imagine that fhe 
hath been induced to change her religion, becaufe fhe believes that the chri- 
ftian faith is preferable to ours ? No j fhe hath apoftatized, becaufe fhe un­
derflood that, in your country, fire might indulge her loofe inclinations more 
freely than in her own.” Then turning to Zorayda, while I and another 
chriflian held him fall, that he might not commit fome defperate adlion, 
he faid, <c O infamous wretch, and ill-advifed maiden! what blindnefs and 
diftraclion hath prompted thee to put thyfelf in the power o f thefe dogs, 
who are all our natural foes ? Curfed be the hour in which thou waft en­
gendered ! and curfed be the gaiety and indulgence in which I brought 
thee u p !”

Perceiving that there was no likelihood of his ending his exclamations 
for fome time, I prefently fet him on fhore, where he proceeded with his 
reproaches, imprecations and complaints, imploring the mediation of M a­
homet with Ala, to confound, overwhelm and deftroy us; and when we 
had failed out of hearing, we could perceive him a£l his defpair, pulling his 
beard, and tearing the hair o f his head, which he ibattered in handfuls 
upon the fhore nay, once he raifed his voice in fuch a manner, that we 
could diftindtly hear him pronounce, “  Return, my beloved daughter! re­
turn to the fhore; I forgive all that is paft: leave with thefe men the mo­
ney which they already have in their poffeflion, and return to comfort thy
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difconfolate father, who, if  thou forfakeft him, will lie down and breathe 
his laft upon this barren land !” This pathetic addrefs was heard by Zorayda, 
who lamented his affli&ion with the utmoft fenfibility, tho’ file could make 
no reply than this, “  Ala grant, my dear father, that Lela Marien, who 
was the caufe o f my converfion, may confole you in your diftrefs! file knows 
I could not do otherwife than I have adled, and that thefe chriftians owe 
nothing to any particular good-will I bore them ; for, if  I had not aflifted 
and accompanied them in their efcape, but remained at home with you, it 
would have been impoffible for me, in confequence o f the earned: follicita- 
tions o f my own foul, to execute that which, in my opinion, is as righte­
ous as it is infamous and wricked in yours.” But, thefe words never reach­
ed the ears o f her father, whom, by this time, we could not perceive: I 
therefore endeavoured to confole my amiable miftrefs, while the red: were 
intent upon our voyage, which was fo much favoured by a fair wind, that 
we laid our accounts with being next day on the coaft o f Spain.

But, as good fortune feldom comes pure and dngle, unattended or un- 
purfued by lome troublefome and unexpe£ted circumflance, it was ordained 
by heaven, perhaps in confequence o f the curfes imprecated by the Moor 
upon his daughter; for, fuch curfes are to be dreaded, let the parent be 
what he will. I fay, heaven ordained, that when we were a good way off 
at fea, with a flowing fheet, three hours o f the night being already fpent, 
the oars lafhed up, becaufe the fair wind made it unnecefiary to ufe them, 
and the moon flaming with remarkable brightnefs; we perceived a large 
vefl'el with all her fails out, fleering a little upon the wind, right athwart 
our haufe, and fo near that we were obliged to fhorten fail, that die might 
not run foul of us, while die claped her helm aweather that we might have 
time to pafs: thofe upon deck hailed us, afking who we were, whence we 
came, and whither bound: but, as they fpoke in French, the renegado 
laid, “  Let no man anfw er; thefe are French privateers, who make prize 
o f every thing that falls in their way.”

Thus cautioned, we made no reply,, but failed on, leaving the fhip a 
little to windward, when all o f a fudden, they difcharged two pieces o f can­
non, loaded, in all appearance, with chain-fliot; for, one o f them cut 
away our maft in the middle, which, with the fail, fell overboard into the 
fea * and the other coming a moment after, took us amidfhips, and laid 
the fide of the bark intirely open, without doing any other mifchief. See­
ing ourfelves going to the bottom, we began to cry aloud for afliftance, be- 
feeching the people in the fhip to fave us from perifliing: then they brought 
to, and hoifling out their boat or pinnace, it was inftantly manned by a 
dozen o f Frenchmen, well armed with their mulkets, and lighted match, 
who rowing up to us, and feeing how few we were, as alfo, that our bark was
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on the point o f foundering, took us in, obferving that this misfortune 
had happened, becaufe we had been fo uncivil as to refufe an anfwer to 
their h ail: while the renegado, without being perceived, took up the cof­
fer in which Zorayda’s treafure was contained, and threw it into the fea. 
In fhort, we went on board with the French, who, when they had informed 
themfelves of every thing we could impart, for their purpofe; as if  they 
had been our enemies, plundered us of all that we had, taking from 
Zorayda the very bracelets Ihe wore upon her ancles: but, their behaviour 
to her gave me the more anxiety, as I was afraid that, after having pil­
fered all her rich and precious jewels, they would proceed to rob her of 
that which was of greater value, and which Ihe herfelf efteemed infinitely 
more than all the reft: but, the defires of thofe people extend no farther 
than to money, and with that they can never fatiate their avarice, which 
then engrofled them fo much, that they would even have robbed us of the 
wretched garments we wore in our captivity, i f  they could have applied 
them to any fort o f u fe: nay, fome among them, propofed to wrap us al­
together in a fail, and throw us into the fea; becaufe they intended to 
trade in the ports o f Spain, under pretence of being Bretons, and if  they 
carried us thither alive, their depredation would be difcovered and them­
felves chaftifed accordingly. But, the captain, who had with his own hands 
rifled my beloved Zorayda, faid, he was fatisfied with the prize he had got, 
and refolved to touch at no port in Spain, but, pafs the ftreights of Gibral­
tar in the night, or take the beft opportunity of fo doing that lhould oc­
cur, and return to Rochelle, from whence he had failed on the cruize: 
they, therefore, agreed to give us their boat, with what neceflaries we lhould 
want, to finiflr the little that remained of our voyage: this promife they ac­
tually performed next day, at a fmall diftance from the Spanifh coaft, at 
fight of which, all our poverty and vexation vanifhed from our remem­
brance, as i f  we had never endured them j fuch is the tranljport occa- 
fioned by liberty regained! It might be about noon when we were put 
into the boat, with two calks of water and fome bifcuit, and the captain, 
moved to compaflion at the diftrefs of the lovely Zorayda, gave her to the 
amount of forty crowns in gold, and would not luffer his foldiers to ftrip her 
of the cloaths which flie now wears: fo that at parting, inftead of complain-^ 
ing of the hard ufage we met with, we thanked them kindly for the benefit 
we had received at their hands. They fleered right before the wind for the 
ftreights, while we, mithout minding any other compafs than that of the 
land that appeared ahead, plied our oars fo vigoroully, that at fun-fet, 
we were near enough to conclude, that we could eafily reach the fhore be­
fore the night lhould be far advanced; but, that night being dark, without 
any moon-fhine, and every body on board ignorant of the coaft, fome of
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our company judged it unfafe to row afhore; while others infilled upon 
our running that hazard, even if  we fhould land among rocks, or in fome 
uninhabited part o f the country, that we might be fecured from the juft 
apprehenfion o f meeting with fome rovers from Tetuan, who are frequent­
ly, in the beginning o f the night, in Barbary, and in the morning, on the 
Spanifti coaft, where having taken a prize, they return the fame day, and 
Beep at home in their own houfes. O f thefe contrary opinions we chofe 
that o f rowing gently towards the fhore, with intent, i f  the fmoothnefs o f 
the fea would permit, to land at the firft convenient place; in confequence 
o f this refolution, a little before midnight, we arrived at the foot o f a huge 
and lofty mountain, tho’ not fo rocky towards the fea but that there was 
a little fpace left, for commodious landing: the boat being run afhore, and 
all o f us difembarked, we kiffed the ground, and, with tears o f unutterable 
joy, returned fincere thanks to our gracious Lord, for his unparalelled pro­
tection vouchfafed to us in the voyage: then we took out the provifion, 
and dragging her on fhore, afcended a vaft way up the mountain * not be­
ing as yet able to quiet our apprehenfions, or perfuade ourfelves, tho’ it ac­
tually was fo, that the foil we trod was chriftian ground. The day broke 
much later than we could have wifhed, and about this time we gained the 
fummit o f the mountain, purpofing to look from thence for fome village 
or fhepherd-huts j but, altho’ we viewed the whole country around, we 
could neither difcern village, houfe, highway, path, nor the leaft trace 
o f human footfteps. Neverthelefs, we determined to penetrate farther into 
the land, fince it could not be long, before we fhould difcover fome per- 
fon who would give us information: but what gave me the greateft con­
cern, was to fee Zorayda travelling on foot, among the flinty rocks; for, tho’ 
I fometimes took her on my fhoulders, fhe was much more fatigued with 
feeing me weary, than refrefhed by finding herfelf exempted from w alking; 
and therefore would not allow me to take any more trouble o f that kind, 
but, proceeded with infinite chearfulnefs and patience, while I led her by 
the hand, all the way.

In this manner, we had gone about a quarter o f a league, when our ears 
were faluted by the found o f a fmall fheep-bell, which was a fure fign o f a 
flock’s being fomewhere not far o ff; looking therefore, attentively, to dif­
cover it, we perceived a young fhepherd, fitting with great compofure at 
the root o f a cork-tree, fmoothing a flick with his kn ife : when we called 
to him, he raifed his head, and flarted nimbly up, and as we afterwards 
underftood, the renegade and Zorayda, who were in moorifh drefs, being 
the firft objects that prefented themfelves to his eyes, he thought all the 
corfairs of Barbary were upon him, and running with incredible fwiftnefs, 
into a wood that grew near the place where he was, he began to cry as loud
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as he could bawl, “  The M oors! the Moors are landed! the Moors, the 
M oors! to arms, to arm s!” This exclamation threw us all into perplexity, 
but, reflecting that his cries would alarm the country, and that the ca^ 
valry o f the coaft would immediately come and fee what was the matter; 
it was agreed, that the renegade fhould pull off his turkifh robes, and put 
on a flave’s jacket, with which one of our company accommodated him, 
tho’ he himfelf remained in his fhirt. This being done, we recommended 
ourfelves to God, and followed the fame road which we faw the ffiepherd 
take, expecting every moment, to fee ourfelves furrounded by the cavalry 
o f the coalf. Neither were we deceived in our expectation; for, in lefs than 
two hours, having eroded thofe thickets, and entered a plain on the other fide, 
we deferied about fifty horfemen riding brifkly towards us, at a hand-gal­
lop ; upon which we halted, until they fhould come up : but, when they 
arrived, and, inftead o f the Moors they came in queft of, beheld fo many 
poor chriftian captives, they were utterly confounded, and one of them afked, 
i f  we were the people who had been the occafion o f a fhepherd s calling to 
arms ? I anfwered in the affirmative, and being defirous of telling him who 
we were, whence we came, and what had happened to us, one of our 
company knew the horfeman who accofted us, and without giving me time 
to fpeak another word, faid, “  Thanks be to God, gentlemen, for having 
conducted us to fuch an agreeable part o f the country; for, i f  I am not 
miftaken, the ground we now tread belongs to Velez M alaga; and, i f  
the years of my captivity have not impaired my remembrance, you, fignor, 
who afk that queftion, are Pedro Buftamante, my uncle.”

Scarce had the captive pronounced thefe words, when the cavalier threw 
himfelf from his horfe, and ran to embrace the young man, faying, “  Dear 
nephew of my life and fou l! I now recolleCt thee: thy fuppofed death has 
been mourned by myfelf, my filter thy mother, and all thy relations, who 
are Bill alive; for, heaven hath been pleafed to fpare their lives, that they 
might enjoy the pleafure of feeing thee again : I knew thou waft at Algiers, 
and from the information of thy habit, and that of all your company, I 
guefs you have made a miraculous efcape.” “  Your conjecture is true, re­
plied the young man, and we fhall have time to recount the particulars.” As 
foon as the horfemen underftood we were chriftian captives, they alighted, and 
each of them made a tender of his horfe, to carry us to the city of Velez Ma­
laga, which was about a league and a half from the place where they found 
us. Some of them went to bring the boat round to the city, after we had 
told them where fhe la y ; others took us up behind them; and Zorayda 
rode with the chriftian’s uncle. All the people came out to receive us, be­
ing apprized of our arrival, by one of the troopers who had pufhed on be­
fore ; not that they were furprized at the fight of captives freed, or Moors
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in captivity; for, the inhabitants on that coaft, are accuftomed to fee great 
numbers of both: but, they were amazed at the beauty o f Zorayda, which 
was at that inftant in full perfedtion j the fatigue of her journey, co-ope­
rating with the joy file felt in feeing herfelf in a chriftian country, without 
the fear o f being loft, having produced fuch a bloom upon her countenance, 
that, unlefs I was then prejudiced by. my affedtion, I will venture to fay, 
the world never produced, at leaft, I had never feen, a more beautiful 
creature.

W e went diredtly to church, to make our acknowledgments to God for his 
mercies; and as loon as Zorayda entered, Ihe faid file perceived fome faces 
that refembled Lela Marien : we told her thefe were the images o f the blelfed 
virgin j and the renegado, as well he could, informed her of their fignifi- 
cation, that llie might adore them, as i f  each was adtually the perfon o f 
Lela Marien, who had fpoke to her j fo that, having naturally a good un- 
derftanding, with a docile and difcerning difpofition, fhe eafily compre­
hended what he faid upon the fubjedt. From  thence, they conducted us 
to our lodgings in different families o f the tow n; the renegado, Zorayda 
and I, being invited by the chriftian who efcaped with us, to the houfe of 
his father, who was moderately provided with the good things o f this life, 
and treated us with the fame affedtion he expreffed for his own fon. Six 
days we tarried at Velez, during which, the renegado having informed 
himfelf o f what was neceffary for him to do, went to the city o f Grena­
da, there, by means o f the holy inquifition, to be readmitted into the bo- 
lorn o f our moft facred church: the reft o f our company departed, each for 
his own hom e; leaving Zorayda and me by ourfelves, deftitute o f every 
thing but the few crowns which fhe received from the courtefy o f the 
French corfair. W ith part o f thefe I bought the animal on which fhe ar­
rived at this inn, and hitherto have cherifhed her with the affedtion o f a pa­
rent, and the fervice o f a fquire, without ufing the prerogative o f a huf- 
band : wre are now upon the road to the place o f my nativity, to fee i f  my 
father be ftill alive, and if  either o f my brothers has been more fortunate 
than m yfelf; tho’, as heaven hath made Zorayda my companion for life, 
fortune could not have poffibly beftowed upon me any other favour which 
I Ihould have valued at lo high a rate. The patience with which fhe bears 
the inconveniencies attending poverty, and the zeal fhe manifefts to become 
a chriftian, is fo great and extraordinary, as to raife my admiration, and 
engage me to ferve her all the days o f my life : but, the pleafure I take in 
this office, and in the profpedt o f feeing her mine, is difturbed and per­
verted, by refledfing, that poffibly, in my own country, I fhall not find a 
corner in which I can fhelter the dear object o f my love; and that time or 
death may have made fuch alterations in the fortune and lives o f my fa­
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tlier and his other children, that I lliall fcarce meet with a foul that knows 
me.

This, gentlemen, is the fubftance o f my ftory j whether or not it be 
agreeable and uncommon, I leave to the decifion of your better judgment; 
alluring you that I wifh I could have related it more fuccinclly, though 
the fear o f tiring you, hath made me fupprefs a good number of circum- 
ftances.

C H A P .  X V .

O f what further happened at the inn, with many other particulars wor­
thy to be known.

H E R E  the captive left off fpeaking; and Don Fernando faid to him, 
“  Really, fignor captain, the novelty of your ftrange adventures is 

equalled by your agreeable manner of relating them. Your whole ftory 
is uncommon, furprizing, and full o f' incidents that keep the hearers in 
admiration and fufpence : and fuch is the pleafure we have received from 
it, that though the narration fhould continue till to-morrow morning, we 
fhould rejoice at your beginning it anew.”

When this compliment was palfed, Don Antonio, and all the reft of 
the company, offered to ferve him to the utmoft o f their power, with 
fuch affectionate and ftneere expreffions o f friendfhip, that the captain 
was extremely well fatisfied of their good will. Don Fernando, in parti­
cular, promifed, that i f  he would go home with him, his brother the 
marquis fhould ftand godfather to Zorayda; and that he, for his part, 
would accommodate him in fuch a manner, that he fhould return to the 
place of his nativity with that authority and eafe to which he was inti- 
tled by his birth and merit. The captive thanked him in the moft cour­
teous manner, but declined accepting any o f his generous offers.

It was now night, when a coach arrived at the inn, attended by fome 
men on horfeback, who demanded lodging: and the landlady made anfwer, 
that there was not in the whole houfe an handful o f room unengaged. 
<c Be that as it will, faid one o f the horfemen, who had entered the gate, 
there muft be fome found for my lord judge.” At mention of that name 
the hoftefs was difturbed, faying, “  Signor, the greateft difficulty is my 
want of beds: but, i f  his lordfhip hath brought one along with him, as 
I fuppofe he hath, he is very welcome to come in ; I and my huffiand will 
quit our own apartment to accommodate his worfliip.” “  Be it fo,” faid the 
attendant. By this time, a perfon had alighted from the coach, who, by 
his garb immediately fhewed the nature of his rank and office; for, his 
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long robe with high fleeves tucked up, plainly diftinguifhed him to be a 
judge, as the fervant had affirmed. He led by the hand a young lady 
leemingly fixteen years o f age, drafted in a riding fuit, and fo fprightly, 
beautiful and genteel, as to raife the admiration o f all who beheld h er: 
fo, that thofe who had not feen Dorothea, Lucinda and Zorayda then pre- 
lent, would have thought it a very difficult talk to find another woman o f 
equal beauty. Don Quixote feeing the judge and young lady alight, pro­
nounced with great folemnity, “  Your worfhip may fecurely enter and re­
create yourfelf in this cattle, which, though narrow and inconvenient, 
there is no narrownefs and inconvenience in this world, but what will 
make room for arms and letters, elpecially, i f  they have for their guide 
and conductor, luch beauty as that which accompanies the letters o f your 
worfhip, in the perfon of that amiable young lady, to whom, not only 
cattles ought to open and unfold their gates, but, alfo rocks divide, and 
mountains bow their heads at her approach. Enter, I fay, this paradife, 
where you will find ttars and funs to accompany that heaven which you 
have brought hither. Here you will find arms in perfection, and beauty 
in excefs.”

The judge marvelled greatly at this addrefs o f the knight, whom he 
earnettly confidered, no lefs furprized at his figure than his words, with­
out knowing what reply to make, fo much was he confounded at both; 
when he was relieved by the appearance o f Lucinda, Dorothea, and Z o ­
rayda, who, upon hearing the news o f their arrival, and the landlady’s 
defeription o f the young beauty, had come out to welcome and receive 
her i while Don Fernando, Cardenio, and the curate, paid their compliments 
to the judge, in the moft civil and polite terms. He was more and more 
attonifhed at what he faw and heard, though he could eafily perceive that 
his fellow-lodgers were perfons o f rank and confequence : but, the mien, 
vifage, and figure o f Don Quixote, baffled all his conjectures. Compli­
ments having thus patted on all fides, and the conveniencies o f the inn 
being duly confidered, it was agreed, as before, that all the ladies fhould 
fleep together in the fore-mentioned apartment, and the men fit in another 
room to guard them. The judge was very well fatisfied, that his daugh­
ter (for fuch the young maiden was) fhould lodge with the other ladies, 
ttie herfelf willingly confenting to the propofal; and what with the inn­
keeper’s narrow bed, and that brought by the ftranger, they made fhift to 
pafs the night more agreeably than they expected.

The captive, who, from the firtt moment he beheld the judge, felt his 
heart throb with a fort o f intimation, that this was his own brother, 
afked of one o f the fervants that attended him, his matter’s name, with 
the place o f his nativity. The footman replied, that his name was the
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licentiate Juan Perez de Viedm a; and born, as he had been informed, in 
the mountains of Leon. This information, together with what he him- 
felf had before obferved, confirmed him in the opinion, that he was his 
brother, who, by his father’s advice, had followed his ftudies. Tranfport- 
ed with this difeovery, he called afide Don Fernando, the curate, and Car- 
denio, to whom he imparted the affair, and affured them that the judge 
was his own brother, by the fervant’s report, fo far on his way to the 
Eaft-Indies, in quality of fupreme judge of Mexico. He underlfood alfo, 
by the fame canal, that the young lady was his daughter, whofe birth had 
coil the mother her life ; and that ha was very much enriched by his 
wife’s fortune, which had been fettled on the children of the marriage. 
The captive, therefore, confulted them about the method he fhould take 
to make himfelf known, or rather to be affured before-hand, whether, up­
on the difeovery, his brother would be afhamed of his poverty, or receive 
him with the bowels o f affe&ion.” “  Leave that talk to my conduct, 
fignor captain, faid the curate; though there is all the reafon in the world, 
to believe that you will meet with a brotherly reception: for, the virtue 
that appears in his courteous demeanour give no indications of his being 
proud and unnatural; but, rather declare, that he knows how to confi- 
der the accidents o f fortune, in the right point of view.” “  Neverthe- 
lefs, replied the captain, I would not willingly difclofe myfelf of a fudden, 
but, prepare him by fome round-about infinuation.” “  I have already 
told you, anfwered the curate, that I will manage the affair to your mu­
tual fatisfafrion.” By this time, the cloth being laid, and every body fat 
down to table, except the captive, and the ladies, who fupped in their own 
apartment, the curate addreffed himfelf to the judge, faying, “  I had 
once a comrade of your lordfhip’s name at Conlfantinople, where I was a 
Have for many years. He was one of the braveif foldiers, and bell offi­
cers in the Spanifh infantry; but, his misfortunes were equal to his va­
lour and ability.” “  Dear fir, cried the judge, what was that officer’s 
name ?” “  He was called Ruy Perez de Viedma, replied the prieff; and a 
native of fome town in the mountains of Leon. He told me a circuin- 
flance that happened between his father, two brothers and himfelf, which, 
had it not been affirmed by a perfon of his veracity, I fhould have looked 
upon as one of thole tales which old women tell by the fire-fide in winter: 
for, he faid his father divided his eflate equally among his three fons, 
whom he, at the fame time, enriched with advice more fajutary than any 
that ever Cato gave. This I know, the choice he made of going into 
the army fucceeded fo well, that in a few years, by his gallant behaviour, 
and without any other afiiilance than that of his extraordinary virtue, he 
rofe to be captain of foot, and faw himfelf in the ftreight road of becom-
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ing a field-officer, very foon : but there, where he had reafon to expeCt the 
fmiles o f fortune, ffie proved moft unkind, he having loft her, with his liber­
ty, on that glorious day of the battle at Lepanto, in which it was found by 
fo many chriftians. I was taken in the goleta, and, after various vicifli- 
tudes, we happened to be fellow-flaves at Conftantinople, from whence 
we were tranlported to Algiers, where he met with one o f the ftrangeft 
adventures that ever was known.”

Then the curate briefly recapitulated the ftory o f Zorayda, to which 
the judge liftened with more attention than ever he had yielded on the 
bench*. But, the prieft brought it no farther than the period when the 
French corfairs plundered the chriftians who were in the bark ; defcribing 
the poverty and diftrefs to which they had reduced his comrade and the 
beautiful M o or; and obferving that he did not know what further befel 
them, nor whether they had arrived in Spain, or been carried into France.

The captain ftood at fome diftance, behind, liftening to what the curate 
faid, and obferving the emotions o f his brother, who feeing that the cu­
rate had made an end o f his ftory, uttered a profound figh, faying, while 
the tears guftied from his eyes, “  O fignor ! i f  you knew how nearly I 
am concerned in what you have related, you would not wonder at thefe 
tears, which, in fpite o f all my fortitude and difcretion, trickle from mine 
eyes. That valiant captain whom you have mentioned is my father’s 
eldeft fon, who, being more brave and noble-minded than my youngeft

brother and me, chofe the honourable exercife o f arms, which was one 
o f the three paths propofed by our father, in his advice, as you feem to 
have been informed by your companion in adverfity. I  followed that o f 
letters, in which God hath been pleafed to reward my diligence with that 
ftation which you fee I now m aintain; my younger brother is at prefent 
in Peru, fo rich, that his remittances to my father and me, have made 
large amends for the fmall fum he carried with him at firft ; and even en­
abled the old gentleman fully to indulge his liberal difpofition, impower- 
ing me alfo to profecute my ftudies, with more honour and decency, un­
til I acquired the poft I now enjoy. M y father is ftill alive, though daily 
pining with the defire o f hearing from his eldeft fon, and putting up pe­
titions to heaven, inceflantly, that his own eyes may not be clofed for 
ever, until he fhall have feen thofe o f his firft-born in life. W hat gives 
me a great deal o f furprize, is, that a perfon o f his difcretion fhould, in 
the midft o f fuch trouble and affliction, or even in his profperity, omit 
writing to his father; for, i f  he, or either o f us, had known his fituation,

* A judge in Spanilh is called O y d o r , i. e. Hearer, and the original literally tranflated, is, "  The 
hearer was never fo much an hearer before.”

f  Cervantes feems to have forgot that the judge was the youngeft of the three brothers, the fecond 
having gone to the Indies.
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he fhould have had no occafion to wait for the miracle o f the cane, in 
obtaining his liberty; but, at prefent, the uncertainty of his fate, gives 
me the greateft concern, as it is doubtful, whether thofe French have fet 
him at liberty, or taken away his life, to conceal thei* robbery. This ap- 
prehenfion will convert the joy and fatisfadion with which I undertook 
my journey, into melancholy and defpondence. O my dear brother! 
would to heaven, I knew where thou art, that I might go and free thee 
from all trouble and affliction, though at the expence of my own. Who 
ihall carry the news of thy being alive to our aged father; that, although 
thou art fhut up in the deeped: dungeon of Barbary, thou mayft be deli­
vered by my brother’s riches and my ow n ! O generous and lovely Zoray- 
d a ! who fhall requite thy benevolence to my brother, be prefent at the 
regeneration of thy foul, and affift at the nuptials which would afford fuch 
pleafure to us a l l !

Thefe, and many other exclamations, the judge pronounced with fuch 
fymptoms o f forrow, at the news he had received of his brother, that all 
the hearers fympathized with him, in the expreffions o f his grief. The 
curate, feeing every thing fucceed to his own expectation, and the captain’s 
defire, was unwilling to protrad the judge’s anguifh ; fo, rifing from the 
table, and going into the other apartment, he led out Zorayda, who was 
followed by Lucinda, Dorothea and the young lady lately arrived, then, 
taking in his other hand the captain, who flood waiting to fee what he 
intended, he went into the room, where the judge and the reft o f the gen­
tlemen fat, and prefenting them both, faid, “  Dry your tears, my lord 
judge, and enjoy the completion of your wifh j behold your worthy bro­
ther, and virtuous filler in law : this is captain Viedma, and that the beau­
tiful Moor who behaved fo generoufly to him in his diftrefs 1 the French 
corfairs have reduced them to this extremity, that you may have an op­
portunity of difplaying the liberality o f your noble breaft.”

The captain ran to embrace his brother, who kept him off with both 
hands fixed on his fhoulders, that he might confider him the more atten­
tively j but, no fooner did he recoiled his features, than he flew into his 
arms, and fhed a flood of tears o f joy, while the greateft part of thofe 
who were prefent wept in concert at the affeding fcene. The expreffions 
of both the brothers, and their mutual demonftrations of affedion, are, I 
believe, Icarce to be conceived, much lefs defcribed. They briefly recounted 
their adventures to each other, and manifefted the genuine flame of fra­
ternal affedion. There, the judge embraced Zorayda, making her a ten­
der of all his wealth j there he commanded his daughter to receive her 
with open arms j there the mutual careffes of the beautiful chriftian and 
lovely Moor renewed the tears o f the whole company; there Don Quixote
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filently obferved thefe furprizing accidents, which he wholly attributed to 
the chimeras o f knight-errantry; there it was concerted that the captain 
and Zorayda fhould return to Sevil with his brother, from whence they 
could advertife their father o f the liberty and arrival o f his fon ; that the 
old gentleman being dill able to undertake fucli a journey, might come 
and be prefent at the baptifm and nuptials o f his daughter in la w ; as it 
would be impoflible for the judge to go far out o f his way, becaufe he 
was informed that, in a month, the flota would fet fail from Sevil, for 
New-Spain ; and it would be extremely inconvenient for him, to lofe his 
paflage. In fhort, the whole company, were exceedingly rejoiced at the 
captive’s good fortune; and two thirds o f the night being already exhauft- 
ed, they agreed to retire and repofe themfelves during the remaining part 
o f i t ; while Don Quixote undertook to guard the caftle from the alfaults 
o f any giant or wicked adventurer that might poflibly covet the vait trea- 
fure o f beauty which it contained. Thofe o f his acquaintance thanked 
him for his courteous offer, and afterwards gave an account o f his ftrange 
diforder to the judge, who was not a little diverted with the detail o f his 
extravagance. Sancho Panza alone was diffracted at their fitting up fo 
late; though, in point o f lodging, he was better accommodated than all 
the reft, for, he made his bed of the furniture o f his afs, which coft him 
fo dear, as will hereafter be feen.

The ladies having retired to their apartment, and every other perfon 
difpofed o f himfelf as tolerably as he could, Don Quixote went out to 
keep guard at the caftle-gate, according to his promife j and a little before 
morning, the ladies were ferenaded by a voice fo clear and well-tuned, as 
to attract the attention o f them all, efpecially o f Dorothea, who was awake, 
and lay in the fame bed with Donna Clara de Viedma, the judge’s daugh­
ter. Nobody could imagine who the finger was, the voice being fingle, 
and unaccompanied by any inftrument, and feeming to come fometimes 
from the ftable and fometimes from the court-yard. While they liftened 
with equal furprize and attention, Cardenio came to the door, faying, 
“  You that are not afleep, take notice, and you will hear the voice o f a 
mule-driver, who chaunts molt enchantingly.” When Dorothea told him 
that they had heard it already, he went away, while fire, employing her 
whole attention, when he began to fing again, could plainly diftinguifh 
the following words.
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C H A P .  X V I.

T he agreeable ftory of the young muleteer, with many other ftrange inci­
dents that happened in the inn.

I.

T O S S ’ D in a fea of doubts and fears,
Love’s haplefs mariner, I fail,

Where no inviting port appears,
T o  fcreen me from the ftormy gale.

II.
A t diftance view’d, a chearing ftar

Condutts me through the fwelling tide 3 
A  brighter luminary, far,

Than Palinurus e’er defcry’d..
III.

M y foul attracted by it’s blaze,
Still follows where it points the way,

And while attentively I gaze,
Confiders not how far I ftray.

IV.
But female pride, referv’d and fhy,

Like clouds that deepen on the day,
Oft fhroud it from my longing eye,

When moft I  need the genial ray.
V.

O lovely ftar, fo pure and bright!
Whole fplendour feeds my vital fire,

The moment thou deny’ft thy light,
Thy loft adorer will expire !

Here the-mufician paufing, Dorothea thought it was pity Clara fhould 
not hear fuch an excellent voice j therefore, by gently jogging, fhe waked 
her, faying, “  I afk pardon, my dear Clara, for difturbing you, but, my 
intention in fo doing, was to regale you with one of the beft voices that 
ever you heard.” Clara, being ftill half afleep, did not at firft underftand 
what Ihe faid, which, at her defire, Dorothea repeated j and the young 
lady liftened accordingly: but, fcarce had fhe heard two lines of the fong, 
which was now refumed, when fhe began to tremble as violently as if
fhe had been feized with a fevere fit of the ague, faying, while fhe hugged.

Dorothea,



Dorothea, “  Ah ! dear lady o f my life and foul, why did you wake me ? 
the greatefl favour that fortune could at prefent bellow, would be to keep 
both my eyes and ears fall fhut, that I might neither fee nor hear that 
unfortunate mufician.” “  W hat do you mean, my dear child ? anfwered 
D orothea; confider what you fay, he that fings rs a young muleteer.” 
“  Ah, no ! replied Clara, he is a young gentleman o f great fortune, and 
fo much mafter o f my heart, that unlefs he quits it o f his own accord, it 
fhall remain eternally in his poffeflion.” Dorothea was furprized at this 
paftionate declaration o f fuch a young creature, who feemed to have fo 
much more fenfibility than could be expected from her tender years; and 
faid to her, “  Truly, Donna Clara, you talk in fuch a manner, that I  do 
not underhand you. Pray, explain yourfelf, and tell me the meaning o f 
thofe expreffions, about fortune and heart, and that mufician, whofe 
voice hath thrown you into fuch diforder; but fay no more at prefent, 
for, I would not, by attending to your tranfports, lofe the pleafure o f 
hearing the finger, who now feems to be tuning his voice, and preparing 
to give us another fong.” “  W ith all my heart,” faid Clara, flopping 
her ears with her fingers, to the further admiration o f Dorothea, who 
liflening attentively, heard the mufician proceed in thefe words:

I.

A Spiring hope, thou, unconfin’d,
Purfu’fl th’ imaginary path,

T h ro ’ woods, and rocks, and waves combin’d,
Defying danger, toil, and death.

II.
N o laurel fhall adorn his brow,

N o happinefs the fluggard crown,
W ho tamely can to fortune bow,

And flumber on th’ inglorious down.
III.

The joys unmatch’d bellow’d by love,
Can never be too dearly priz’d,

For, undeny’d examples prove
W hat’s cheaply bought, is foon defpis’d.

IV .
■ Succefs, by the confenting fair,

Is oft to perfeverance given j 
Then wherefore fhould my foul defpair 

O f mounting from this earth to heaven.
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Here the voice ended; and Clara’s fighs beginning afrefh, kindled Doro­
thea’s curiofity to know the caufe of luch agreeable mufic and grievous la­
mentation ; flie therefore, now defired to hear what her bed-fellow had be­
fore proffered to im part: then Clara, fearful o f being overheard by Lucin­
da, crept clofe to Dorothea, and applying her mouth to her ear, fo that fhe 
could fecurely fpeak without being perceived, “  Dear madam, faid fhe, that 
finger is the fon of an Arragonian gentleman, who is lord of two towns, 
and when at court, lives oppofite to my father’s houfe j and although our 
windows are covered with canvas in winter, and lattices in fummer, I know 
not how this young gentleman, while he profecuted his ftudies, got fight 
of me, either at church, or fomewhere elfe, and in fhort, being fmitten, 
difclofed his paflion from the windows of his own apartment, by fo many 
tears and fignificant expreflions, that I believed him fincere, and even loved 
him in my turn, without knowing the nature of my own diftrefs. Among 
other figns, he made that of joining his hands, giving me to underfland 
that he would take me to w ife ; and tho’ I  fhould have been extremely 
glad to comply with that propofal, as I was alone and motherlefs, I had no 
body to confult, and therefore let it reft, without granting him any other 
favour, except (when his father and mine were abroad) that of lifting up 
the canvas or lattice, that he might have a more perfect view of my per- 
fon ; and this condefcenfion always tranfported him fo much, that 1 was 
afraid he would have run ftark mad with jo y : in the midft of this com­
merce, the time of my father’s departure drew near, of which being in­
formed, tho’ not by me, for I never had an opportunity of telling him, 
he fell fick, as I underftand, of grief; fo that, when we fet out, I could 
not fee him, as I wilhed, to indulge one parting look: but, having tra­
velled two days, juft as I entered the place at which we lodged laft night, I 
perceived him ftanding at the gate, difguifed fo naturally in the habit of a 
muleteer, that it would have been impoflible for me to know him, had not 
his image been fo deeply imprinted on my foul. The fight of him filled me 
with joy and furprize; and he gazed upon me by ftealth, unperceived by 
my father, from whom he always conceals his face, when he erodes the 
road before me, or is obliged to appear at the inns where we lodge: know­
ing therefore who he is, and that he travels on foot, undergoing fo much 
hardfhip and fatigue for love of me, I am half dead with grief and anxiety, 
and wherefoever he fets his feet, there I fix my pitying eyes: I know not 
what he intends by thus following me, nor how he could manage to efcape 
from his father, who loves him tenderly, becaufe he has no heir but him ; 
and the young gentleman deferves all his affection, as you will perceive 
when you fee him. I can moreover allure you, what he fings is the pro­
duct of his own head; for, I have been told that he is a great fcholar, and an 
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excellent poet: every time I behold him, or hear him fmg, I ftart and 
tremble from head to foot, being afraid that he will be known by my 
father, and thus our mutual love be difcovered; for, tho’ I never fpoke 
to him in my life, my paffion is fo violent, that without him I fliall not be 
able to live. This, dear madam, is all I can fay concerning that mufician 
whole voice hath given you fuch pleafure; and is alone fufficient to con­
vince you, that he is not a muleteer, but the lord o f towns and hearts, as 
I have defcribed him.

“  Enough, Donna Clara : (faid Dorothea killing her with great affection) 
fay no m ore; but, wait with patience till the approach o f a new day, when, 
I hope in God, to manage matters fo well, as to bring fuch a virtuous 
beginning to an happy end.” “  Ah, m adam ! replied the young lady, what 
happy end can be expected, feeing his father is a man o f fuch rank and 
fortune, that he would think me unworthy to be the lervant, much lefs the 
wife o f his fon ? and as to marrying him without my own father’s confent, I 
would not do it for the whole univerfe. A ll I defire is, that the young 
gentleman would return; perhaps his abfence, and the length o f the jour­
ney we have undertaken, will alleviate the unealinefs I at prefent feel, tho’ 
I mulf own, I believe that remedy will have fmall effect. I cannot conceive 
what the deuce is the matter with m e; nor how this fame love got entrance 
into my heart, conlidering how young we both are ; for, I really believe 
we are o f the fame age, and my father fays, that till Michaelmas next, I 
fhall not be lixteen.” Dorothea could not help laughing at thefe inno­
cent obfervations o f Donna Clara, to whom fhe faid, “  Let us fleep, my 
dear, during the little that I believe remains o f the n igh t: God will grant 
us a new day, and i f  my Ikill fails me not, every thing will fucceed to our 
wifh.”

They accordingly went to reft, and a general filence prevailed over the 
whole houfe, in which there was not a foul awake, except the innkeeper’s 
daughter and her maid Maritornes, who, by this time, being acquainted 
with the extravagant humour o f Don Quixote, and knowing that he was 
then without the gate, keeping guard in arms, and on horfeback, deter­
mined to play l'ome trick upon him, or at leaft, divert themfelves in liften- 
ing to his folly.

The inn chancing to have no window nor opening towards the field, 
but a hole thro’ which they took in their ftraw ; this pair o f *  demi-ladies 
there took their ftation, and obferved Don Quixote, who fat on horfeback, 
leaning upon his lance, and breathing from time to time fuch profound 
and doleful fighs, as feemed to tear his very fo u l: they likewife heard him 
pronounce, in a loft, complacent and amorous tone, “  O my dear miftrefs,

• In the original Demi Donzellas, equivalent to the modern term Demireps.
Dulcinea



Dulcinea del Tobofo! thou perfedfion o f beauty, fcope and fum total of 
difcretion, cabinet of good humour, depofitory of virtue, and laftly, the 
idea of all that is ufeful, chalte and deledtable in this life ! in what art 
thou at prefent, employed ? Art thou reflecting upon thy captive knight, 
who voluntarily fubjeCts himfelf to fuch dangers, with the foie view of 
ferving thee? Give me fome information of my love, thou three-faced 
lum inary! who now, perhaps, with envious eyes, beholdeft her walking 
thro’ fome gallery of her fumptuous palace, or leaning over fome balcony, 
revolving in her mind, how, without imparing the delicacy of her honour, 
fhe may afluage the torments that this heart endures on her account; how 
the may crown my fufferings with glory; my care with comfort; in fine, 
my death with new life, and my fervice with reward : and thou fun, who 
by this time muft be bufy in harnefling thy fteeds to light the world, and 
enjoy the fight of her who is the fovereign of my foul, I intreat thee to fa- 
lute her in my behalf; but, in thy falutation, beware of touching her ami­
able countenance, elfe I fhall be more jealous o f thee than ever thou waft 
o f that nimble ingrate, who made thee fweat fo much along the plains of 
Theflaly, or banks o f Peneus; for, I do not remember thro’ which thou 
ran’ft, fo jealous and enamoured.”

So far had the knight proceeded in this piteous exclamation, when the 
innkeeper’s daughter whifpered foftly, “  Sir knight, will your worfhip be 
pleafedto come this way ?” Hearing this invitation, he lifted up his eyes, and 
by the light of the moon, which was then in full fplendor, perceived them 
beckon to him from the ftraw-hole, which he miftook for a window, 
adorned with gilded bars, fuitable to the grandeur of fuch a magnificent 
caftle as the inn appeared: then, his crazy imagination inftantly fuggefted, 
as before, that the beauteous damfel, daughter of the conftable, being cap­
tivated by his perfon, intended again to follicit his love. On this fuppofi- 
tion, that he might not feem difcourteous or ungrateful, he turned Rozi- 
nante, and riding up to the hole, no fooner perceived the two laffes, than 
he faid, “  I am extremely concerned, moft beautiful lady, that you have 
fixed your amorous inclinations where it is impoflible they fliould meet 
with that return which is due to your rank and qualifications; but, you 
ought not to impute your difappointment to any fault in me, whom love 
hath rendered incapable of yielding my heart to any other but to her, who 
at firft fight took abfolute polieflion of my foul. Pardon my refufal, ho­
noured madam, and retire to your apartment, without feeking to explain 
your fentiments more fully, that I may not appear infenfible or ungrate­
fu l; and if  your love can find in me the power of giving you any other 
fort of fatisfaclion, you may freely command my fervice; for, I fwear by 
that abfent and amiable enemy of mine, to gratify your wifli immediate-
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l y ; even i f  you diould defire to have a lock o f Medufa’s hair, which was 
altogether compofed o f fnakes, or the rays of the fun confined in a vial.”

“  Sir knight, anfwered Maritornes, my lady has no occafion for either o f 
thefe things.” “  W hat then is your lady’s pleafure, difcreet duenna?” re­
fumed the knight. “  Only the favour o f one o f your beautiful hands, re­
plied Maritornes, with which fhe may, in fome meafure, indulge the long­
ing defire that brought her to this draw-hole, fo much to the danger o f her 
reputation, that if  Ihe fhould be dete<ded by her father, the fir ft dice o f his 
indignation would cod her an ear at lead.” “  I would fain fee him take 
that liberty, faid Don Quixote; but, he will take care to refrain from 
any fuch acts o f barbarity, unlefs he has a mind I diould bring him to the 
mod calamitous exit that ever happened to a father, for having laid violent 
hands upon the delicate members of his enamoured daughter.”

Maritornes concluding that he would certainly grant the rcqucd, and hav­
ing already determined on what lhe was to do, ran down to the dable, and 
laid hold of the halter belonging to Sancho’s afs, with which lhe indantly 
returned, jud when Don Quixote had made lhift to fet his feet on the faddle 
that he might reach the gilded window, at which he imagined the wound­
ed damfel was danding: prefenting therefore, his hand, “  Receive, ma­
dam, faid he, that hand, or rather that chadifer o f all evil-doers > receive,
I fay, that hand, which was never touched by any other woman, not even 
by Iter who is in polfellion o f my whole body. I do not prefent it to be 
killed; but, that you may contemplate the contexture o f its nerves, the 
knittings o f the mufcles, the large and fwelling veins; from whence you 
may conjecture what lfrength mud refide in the arm to which it belongs.” 
“  That we diall fee prefently,” faid Maritornes, who having made a run­
ning knot on the halter, fixed it upon his wrid, and defeending from the 
hole, made fad the other end to the bolt o f the hay-loft door. The knight 
feeling the roughncls o f this bracelet, faid, “  Your ladyfhip leems to rafp 
rather than to clalp my hand: do not treat it fo cruelly; for, it is not to 
blame for what you differ, from inclination; nor is it jud that fuch a 
fmall part diould bear the whole brunt o f your indignation : confider that 
one who is fuch a fi iend to love, ought not to be fo attached to revenge.” 

All thefe expodulations o f Don Quixote were uttered in vain ; for, as 
foon as Maritornes had tied him up, fhe and her companion, ready to 
expire with laughing, left him fadened in fuch a manner, that it was im- 
polfible for him to get loofe: thus, while he dood on Rozinante’s back, 
with his whole arm thrud up into the draw-hole, and fad tied to the bolt 
o f the door, he was in the utmod apprehenfion and dread, that if  his 
horfe Ihould make the lead motion to either fide, he mud lofe his fupport, 
and the weight of his whole body hang by one arm ; fo that he durd not

venture
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venture to ft ir ; tho’ he might have expelled from the patience and peace­
ful difpofition of Rofinante, tliat he would Hand motionlefs for a whole 
century. In ihort, finding himfelf thus tucked up, and the ladies vanifhed, 
he imagined that the whole had been effected by the power of enchant­
ment, which he had experienced once before, in that fame caftle, when he 
was belaboured by the enchanted Moor of a carrier; and curfed, within 
himfelf, his want of conduCt and difcretion, in entering a fecond time that 
fortrefs in which he had fared fo ill at firft; it being a maxim among 
knights-errant, that when they prove an adventure, without fuccefs, they 
conclude it is referved for another, and therefore think it unneceffary to 
make a fecond trial. Neverthelefs, he pulled with intention to difengage 
his arm, but, he was fo well fecured, that all his efforts were ineffectual; 
true it is, he pulled with caution, that Rozinante might not be difturbed; 
and tho’ he had a longing defire of fitting down upon the faddle again, he 
found that he muff either continue in his prefent upright poflure, or part 
with his hand: then, he began to wifh for the fword of Amadis, againft 
which no enchantment could prevail; then curfed his fortune; then exag­
gerated the lofs which the world would fuflain, while he remained en­
chanted, as he formerly believed himfelf to be; then he reflected anew 
upon his beloved Dulcinea del Tobofo; then he called to his truffy fquire 
Sancho Panza, who, flretched upon the pannel of his afs, and buried in 
fleep, at that inftant, retained no remembrance of the mother that bore 
h im ; then he implored the afliftance of the two fages Lirgando and AI- 
quife; then he invoked his good friend Urganda, for fuccour in his di- 
ftrefs; and, in fine, the morning found him in that fituation, fo diftraCted 
and perplexed, that he roared aloud like a bull, without expeCting that the 
day would put an end to his difafler, which he thought would be eternal, 
believing himfelf aCfually inchanted: and this opinion was confirmed, by 
his feeing that Rozinante fcarce offered to ft ir ; for, he was perfuaded, that 
in this manner, without eating, drinking, or lleeping, he and his horfe 
would continue until the evil influence of the ftars fhould pals over, 
or fome other fage of fuperior lkill difengage them from their enchant­
ment.

But for once he was miftaken in his calculation; for, day had fcarce- 
begun to dawn, when four men on horfeback arrived at the inn, well mount­
ed and accoutred with carbines hanging at their faddlc-bows: the knight 
perceiving from the place, where, in fpite of his- misfortune, he ftill 
kept guard, that they thundered for entrance at the gate, which was ftill 
Ihut, called, in an arogant and haughty tone, “  Knights or fquires, or who- 
foever you are, you have no bufinefs to make fuch a noife at the gate of 
this caftle; for, it is very plain, that either the people within are afleep,

or.
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or unaccuftomed, at thefe hours, to open the fortrefs, which you cannot 
enter before the fun rife. Retire therefore, and w^ait until the day be far­
ther advanced, and then we fhalf fee whether or not you have any title to 
be admitted.”

** W hat the devil o f a fortrefs or caftle is this, that we mud: obferve fuch 
ceremony ! laid one o f the company: i f  you are the innkeeper, order fome 
body to open the door: we are all travellers, and only want to bait, that we 
may forthwith proceed on our journey; for, we are in hafte.” “  Gentle­
men, replied Don Quixote, do you think I refemble an innkeeper ?” “  I 
don’t know what you refemble, anfwered the other; but this I know, that 
you talk nonfenfe, in calling this inn a caftle.” “  A  caftle it is, cried the 
knight, and one o f the belt in this province; nay, at this very inftant, it 
contains thofe who have wrore crowns on their heads, and wielded feeptres 
in their hands.” “  Or rather the reverfe, faid the traveller: that is, the 
feeptre on the head, and the crown in the hand *  but, perhaps, there may 
be within fome company of ftrollers who frequently wear thefe crowns and 
feeptres you mention; for, otherwife, in fuch a forry inn, without any 
fort o f noife or ftir, I cannot believe that any perfons o f fuch note would 
lodge.” “  You know little o f the world, replied Don Quixote, fince you 
are fo ignorant o f the events that happen in knight-errantry.”

The other horfemen being tired with this dialogue that paffed between 
the knight and their companion, began again to knock and bawl with fuch 
vociferation, that the landlord waking, rofe to fee who called fo furioufly: 
about this time, one o f the horfes belonging to the travellers, drew near and 
fmelled at Rozinante, who fad and melancholy, with his ears hanging 
down, ftood fupporting his outftretched mafter, without ftirring; but, at 
length, being made o f flefli, tho’ he feemed to have been carved out o f a 
block, he was fenfible o f the civility, and turned about to repay the com­
pliment to the courteous ftranger; and fcarce had he moved one ftep, when 
both his mafter’s feet fliping from the faddle, he would have tumbled to 
the ground, had not he hung by his arm, which endured fuch torture in 
the ftiock, that he verily believed it was cut off by the wrift, or torn 
away by the fhoulder. He was fufpended fo low, that the tops o f his toes 
almoft touched the ground j a circumftance that increafed his calam ity; 
for, feeling how little he wanted of being firmly fuftained, he ftretched and 
fatigued himfelf with endeavouring to let his feet upon the ground, like 
thofe wretches who, in undergoing the ftrappado, being hoifted up a very 
little fpace, increafe their own torment6 by their eager efforts to lengthen 
their bodies, milled by the vain hope of reaching the ground.

* Alluding to the delinquents, who were branded and marked with thefe figures.
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C H A P .  XVII.

A  continuation of the furprifing events that happened in the inn.

D O N  Quixote actually made fuch a hideous outcry, that the innkeeper 
opened the door, and ran out to fee what was the matter; while the 

ftrangers that remained without were no lefs aftonifhed at his bellowing. 
Maritornes being alfo waked by the fame noife, conjectured what might 
be the cafe, and going ftraight to the hay-loft, without being perceived, 
untied the halter that fuftained him, fo that the knight came to the ground, 
in fight of the landlord and ftrangers, who running up, alked what was 
the matter with him, and wherefore he cried fo violently ? Without anfwer- 
ing one word, he looled the tether from his wrift, and rifing up, mounted 
Rozinante, braced his target, couched his lance, and making a pretty large 
circuit in the field, returned at a half gallop, pronouncing with great em- 
phafis, “  I f  any perfon whatever fayeth, that I have juftly fuffered enchant­
ment, I here, with the permifiion of my lady princefs Micomicona, give 
him the lie, challenge and defy him to fingle combat.”

The travellers were amazed at his words; but, their aftonifhment abated, 
when the innkeeper told them who Don Quixote was, oblerving that they 
ought not to mind what he did, becaufe he was difordered in his brain r 
they then afked if  he had feen a youth about fixteen years of age, drefled 
like a young muleteer, with fuch and fuch marks, giving an exaCt defcrip- 
tion o f Donna Clara’s lover. The landlord anfwered, there were fo many 
people in his houfe, that he could not poffibly diftinguilh the perfon for 
whom they enquired; but, one o f them perceiving the judge’s coach, “  He 
mull certainly be here, faid h e ; for this is the coach, which they fay he 
followed : let one of us flay at the door, and the reft go in to fearch for 
h im ; it will alfo be proper that one go round the whole houfe, to prevent 
his efcaping over the yard-wall. This plan being agreed upon, two of them 
entered the inn, another remained at the door, and the fourth rode round 
the houfe to reconnoitre; while the landlord obferving every thing that pal- 
fed, could not conceive the meaning of all this care and diligence, altho’ 
he believed they were in fearch of the youth whom they had defcribed. By 
this time, it was clear day-light, and upon that account, as well as in con- 
fequence of Don Quixote’s roaring, all the company were awake, and got 
up, efpecially Donna Clara and Dorothea, who had fieeped very little that 
night i the firft being difturbed and alarmed, by refle&ing that her lover 
was fo near, and the other kept awake by the delire of feeing this pretended 
muleteer.

Don



Don Quixote feeing that none o f the travellers took the lead: notice o f 
him, or made any anfwer to his defiance, was tranfported with rage and 
vexation j and if  he could have recollevied any law o f chivalry, authorifing 
a knight-errant to undertake another enterprize, while he was under pro- 
mife and oath, to abffain from any adventure, until that in which he was 
engaged already, was atchieved ; he would have aflaulted them all together, 
and forced them to reply, contrary to their inclination: but, thinking it 
was neither expedient nor jud to begin a new enterprize, until he had re- 
effablifhed the princefs Micomicona on her throne; he chofe to be filent, 
waiting to fee the effects o f that diligence praCtifed by the new comers, one 
o f whom found the youth they came in qued of, deeping by the fide o f a 
muleteer, and little dreaming that any body was in fearch o f h im ; much 
lefs that he was in any danger o f being difcovered. The man, however, 
fhook him by the arm, faying, “  Truly, fignor Don Lewis, this is a very 
fuitable drefs for one o f your quality; and the bed in which you now lie, 
extremely well adapted to the tendernefs and delicacy in which your mother 
brought you up.”

The youth rubbed his deepy eyes, and looking dedfadly at the perfon 
who held him by the arm, no fooner perceived that he was one o f his fa­
ther’s fervants, than he was fo much furprifed and confounded, that for a 
good while, he could not fpeak one w o rd : while the domeftic proceeded, 
laying, “  At prefent, Don Lewis, there is nothing elfe to be done, but, to 
exert your patience, and return home, if  you are not refolved that your fa­
ther and my lady fhall vifit the other world j for, nothing elfe can be ex­
pected from their anxiety at your abfence.” “  How did my father get notice 
that I travelled this road, and in this habit ?” faid Don Lewis. “  A  ftudent, 
replied the fervant, to whom you imparted your intention, was fo much 
moved by the forrow that took poffeffion o f your parents, the moment you 
were miffed, that he difclofed your fcheme to your father, who inftantly 
difpatched four o f his domeffics in fearch of yo u ; and we are all here, at 
your fervice, infinitely rejoiced that we have now an opportunity o f return­
ing fpeedily, and carrying you back to the longing eyes of thofe by whom 
you are fo much beloved.” “  That may depend upon my own will and the 
appointment o f heaven,” faid the young nobleman. “  W hat fhould you 
will, or heaven ordain, but your immediate return, which indeed you can­
not poffibly avoid.”

All this converfition was overheard by the muleteer with whom Don 
Lewis lay, who got up immediately, and going to Don Fernando, Carde- 
nio, and the ladies, who were already dreffed, told them how the man called 
his fellow-fervant Don, and communicated every thing that paffed between 
them, concerning the domeffic’s propofal o f conducting him home again,

and
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and the youth’s refufal to comply with his defire. This information, toge­
ther with the knowledge o f that fweet voice with which heaven had en­
dowed him, excited in all the company, a defire o f knowing more parti­
cularly who he was, and even of affifting him, fhould they offer any vio­
lence to his inclination: for this purpofe, therefore, they repaired to the 
place where he ftill ftood, talking and difputing with his father’s fervant. 
A t the fame time, Dorothea coming out o f her apartment, followed by 
Donna Clara, in the utmoft confufion, called Cardenio afide, and briefly re­
lated to him, the ftory o f the mufician and the judge’s daughter :and he in 
his turn, informed her o f what paffed on the arrival of his father’s fervants. 
This, he fpoke not fo foftly, but that he was overheard by Clara, who was 
fo much affedted at the news, that if  Dorothea had not fupported her, 
fhe would have fallen to the ground: but, Cardenio defired them to retire 
into their apartment, faying, he would endeavour to fet every thing to 
rights, and they accordingly followed his advice. Mean while, the four, 
who had come in queft o f Don Lewis, ftood round him in the inn, per- 
fuading him to return, without lofs o f time, and confole his melancholy 
father; but, he affured them, he could by no means comply with their 
requeft, until he had finifhed an affair, upon which his honour, life and 
foul depended. Then the domeftics began to be more urgent, protefting 
they would, in no ftiape, return without h im ; and declaring, that i f  he 
would not go willingly, they fhould be obliged to carry him off, by force. 
“  That you fhall never do, replied Don Lewis, unlefs you carry me off, 
dead: and indeed you may as well kill me, as force me away, in any 
lhape.”

Moft of the people in the houfe were now gathered together to hear 
the difpute, particularly Cardenio, Don Fernando, his companions, the 
judge, curate, barber, and Don Quixote, who thought it was no longer 
necefiary to guard the caftle. Cardenio being already acquainted with the 
young man’s ftory, afked what reafon the domeftics had to carry off the 
youth, contrary to his own inclination ? “  Our motive, replied one o f the 
four, is to retrieve his father’s life, which is in danger of being loft, on 
account of this young gentleman’s abfence.” To this declaration Don Lewis 
anfwered, “  There is no reafon why I fhould here give an account of my 
affairsj I am free, and will return, if  I pleafe} otherwife, none of you fhall 
compel me into your meafures.” “  Your honour will, I hope, heaf rea­
fon, faid the fervant; or i f  you fhould not, it will be enough for us to 
execute our errand, as we are in duty bound.”

Here the judge defiring to know the whole affair from the bottom, 
the man having lived in the fame neighbourhood, knew him, and replied, 
“  M y lord judge, don’t you know that young gentleman is your neigh- 
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hour’s fon, who hath abfented himfelf from his father’s houfe, in a drefs 
altogether unbecoming his quality, as your lordfhip may perceive?” Then 
the judge looking at him more attentively, recollected his features, and 
embracing him, laid, “  W hat a frolick is this, Don Lewis ? or what power­
ful caule hath induced you to come hither in a garb fo ill fuited to your 
rank and fortune ?” The tears gufhing into the young man’s eyes, he 
could not anfwer one word to the judge, who defired the four domeftics 
to make themfelves eafy, for, al] would be w e ll; then taking Don Lewis 
by the hand, he led him afide, and alked again, the caufe o f his coming 
in that manner.

W hile he was employed in this and other queftions, they heard a great 
noife at the inn-door, occafioned by two men, who had lodged all night 
in the houfe, and who feeing every body intent upon knowing the bufi- 
nefs o f the four laft comers, refolved to march off without paying their 
reckoning: but, the innkeeper, who minded his own affairs, more than 
thofe of any other perfon, flopped them on the threfhold, demanded his 
money, and upbraided them for their evil intention, with fuch abufive 
language, as provoked them to anfwer by dint o f fills,, which they began 
to employ fo dextroufly, that the poor landlord found himfelf under the 
necefiity o f calling aloud for afiiflance. His wife and daughter feeing no 
body fo idle, confequently fo proper for the purpofe, as Don Quixote, the 
damfel addreffed him in thefe w ords; “  Sir knight, I befeech your 
worfhip, by the valour which God hath given you, to go to the affiflance 
o f my poor father, whom two wicked men are now beating to a jelly.” 
T o  this requefl the knight replied, with great leifure and infinite phlegm, 
<{ Beautiful young lady, I cannot, at prefent, grant your petition, being 
reflricled from intermeddling in any other adventure, until I fhall have 
accomplifhed one, in which my honour is already engaged : all that I can 
do for your fervice, is th is ; run and defire your father to maintain the 
combat as well as he can, and by no means allow himfelf to be overcome, 
until I go and afk pcrmiflion o f the princefs Micomicona, to fuccour him 
in his diftrefs; and, if  I obtain it, be affured that I will refcue him from 
all danger.” “  Sinner that I am ! cried Maritornes, who was then pre­
fent, before your worfhip can obtain that permifiion, my mailer will be 
in the other world.” “  Allow me, madam, anfwered Don Quixote to go 
and Mollicit the licence I mention, which i f  I obtain, I fhall not make 
much account o f his being in the other world, from whence I will retrieve 
him, though all its inhabitants fhould combine to oppofe me j at lead, I 
fhall take fuch vengeance on thofe who have fent him thither, as will give 
you full and ample fatisfaclion ”

346 The L I F E  and A T C H I E V E M E N T S  of Book IV.

So



So faying, lie went and kneeled before Dorothea, begging, in the flile 
and manner o f knight-errantry, that her highnefs would be pleafed to give 
him permiflionto run and aflifl the conflable of the caflle, who was, at that 
time, involved in a very grievous difafler. The princefs having very gra- 
cioufly granted his requefl, he braced on his target, unfheathed his fword, 
and ran to the gate where the two guefls flill continued pummelling the 
landlord; but, as foon as he beheld them, he flopped Ihort, as if  fud- 
denly furprized, and when Maritornes and her millrefs alked what 
hindered him from giving affiflance to their mailer and huiband, 
“  I am hindered, anfwered the knight, by a law, which will not permit 
me to ufe my fword againil plebeians; but, call hither my fquire San- 
cho, for to him it belongs, and is peculiar to engage in fuch vengeance 
or defence.”

This tranfaflion happened on the very field of battle, while kicks and 
cuffs were dealt with infinite dexterity, to the no fmall prejudice of the 
innkeeper’s carcafe, and the rage of his wife, daughter, and Maritornes, 
who were half-diflradted at feeing the cowardice of Don Quixote, and 
the diftrefs o f their lord and mafler. But, let us here leave him awhile ; 
for, he fliall not want one to affifl h im ; or elfe, let him fuffer with pati­
ence, and hold his tongue as becomes thofe who rafhly undertake adven­
tures which they have not flrength to atchieve; and let us retreat back­
wards, about fifty yards, to fee what anfwer Don Lewis made to the judge, 
whom we left inquiring the caufe of his travelling on foot in fuch 
a mean habit. The youth, fqueezing both his hands with great eagernefs, 
in token of the exceffive grief that wrung his heart, and fhedding a flood 
of tears, replied to this queflion, “  Dear fir, I can give you no other rea- 
fon, but that from the firfl moment that fortune made us neighbours, and 
heaven ordained that I fliould fee Donna Clara, your daughter and my 
delight, I, that inflant, made her miflrefs o f my heart; and if your in­
clination, my real lord and father, does not oppofe my happinefs, this 
very day fhe fliall be my lawful wife : for her I forl'ook my father’s 
houfe, and difguifed myfelf in this manner, with a refolution to follow 
whitherfoever The fhould go, directing my views towards her, like the ar­
row to its mark, and the needle to the pole; though die knows no more 
of my paflion than what fhe may have underflood from the tears which, 
at a diflance, fhe hath often feen me filed. You yourfelf, my lord, know 
the rank and fortune of my father, whofe foie heir I am : if  you think 
that a motive fufficient for venturing to make me perfectly happy, receive 
me immediately as your foil; and though my father, prompted, peihaps, 
by other views, fliould be difobliged at the bleffing which I have chof'en
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for myfelf, it is in the power o f time to work greater changes and altera­
tions than human prudence can forefee.”

Here the enamoured youth left off fpeaking, and the judge remained in 
the utmoft fufpenfe; not only, admiring the difcretion with which Don 
Lewis had difclofed his paffion, but alfo finding himfelf perplexed about 
the refolution he was to take, in fuch a fudden and unexpected affair. 
He therefore made no other reply for the prefent, but, to defire he would 
make himfelf eafy, and detain his fervants a day longer, that he might 
have time to confider what fteps it would be moft proper to take, for the 
fatisfaclion o f all concerned. Don Lewis kiffed his hands by force, and 
even bathed them with his tears; a circumftance fuffkient to melt an 
heart o f marble, much more that o f the judge, who, being a man o f 
prudence, had already conceived all the advantages o f fuch a match for 
his daughter; though he wifhed it could be effe&ed, i f  poffible, with the 
confent o f the young man’s father, who, he knew, had fome pretenfions 
to a title for his fon.

By this time peace was re-eftablifhed between the innkeeper and his 
two lodgers, who being perfuaded by the arguments and exhortations o f 
Don Quixote, more than by his threats, had paid their reckoning to the 
laft farthing ; and the fervants o f Don Lewis waited the refult of the 
judge’s advice, together with their mafter’s refolution ; when the devil, who 
is ever watchful, fo ordered matters, that the barber fhould juft then en­
ter the in n ; that very barber from whom Don Quixote had retrieved M am- 
brino’s helmet, and Sancho Panza taken, by force, the furniture of his 
afs, which he had exchanged for his own. This individual fhaver, as he 
led his beaft to the liable, perceived Sancho employed in mending fome- 
thing that belonged to the pannel, and knowing him at firft fight, affault- 
ed the fquire in a trice, crying, “  H a ! Don thief, I have caught you at 
laff. Reftore my bafon and pannel, with all the furniture you Hole from 
me.”

Sancho feeing himfelf fo fuddenly attacked, and hearing the reproach­
ful language o f his antagonift, with one hand laid faff hold on the pan­
nel, and with the other bellowed upon the barber fuch a flap in the face, 
as bathed his whole jaws in blood. But, for all that, he would not quit 
the pannel which he had alfo feized; on the contrary, he raifed his voice 
fo high as to alarm the whole company, and bring them to the fcene o f 
contention, crying, “  Ju llice ! help in the king’s name ! tliis robber wants 
to murder me, becaufe I endeavour to recover my own property.” “  Y ou  
lie, anfwered the fquire, I am no robber ; my lord Don Quixote won 
thele Ipoils fairly in battle.” The knight coming up* among the reft, be­
held, with infinite latisfadlion, his fquire fo alert in offending and defend­

ing*
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ing, and looking upon him from thenceforward as a man of valour, re- 
folved, in his heart, to have him dubbed with the firft opportunity, confi­
dent that on him the order of knighthood would be very well beftowed. 
Among other things alledged by the barber in the courfe of the fray, 
IC Gentlemen, faid he, that pannel belongs as much to me as my foul be­
longs to G o d ; for, I know it as well, as if  it had been produced by my 
own body; and though I had all the mind in the world, my afs, which is 
now in the ftable, would not fuffer me to tell a falfhood : fince you will 
not take my word, pray go and try it upon his back, and if it does not 
fit him to a hair, I fhall give you leave to call me the greateft liar upon 
earth. Befides, the very fame day on which they took my pannel, they alfo 
robbed me of a new brafs bafon never hanfelled, that coft me a good 
crown*.

Don Quixote hearing this, could contain himfelf no longer, but inter- 
pofed between the combatants, whom he parted, and depofiting the pannel 
on the ground, to be publickly viewed until the truth fhould appear, ad- 
dreffed himfelf thus, to the fpedlators, “  Gentlemen, you may now clearly 
and manifeftly perceive how this honeft fhaver errs in his judgment, by 
calling that a bafon, which was, is, and fhall be, Mambrino’s helmet: a 
piece of armour I won in fair and open battle, and now poffefs by the 
juft laws of conqueft. W ith regard to the pannel I will not intermeddle: 
all that I can fay of the matter, is, that my fquire Sancho having afkedper- 
miffion to take the trappings of that coward’s horfe, and adorn his own 
with them, I gave him leave, and he took them accordingly ; though I can 
give no other reafon for their being now converted into a pannel, but, 
that fuch transformations frequently happen in the events of chivalry: yet, 
as a confirmation o f what I fay, run, friend Sancho, and bring hither the 
helmet, which this honeft man calls a bafon.”

“  ’Fore God ! anfwered Sancho, if  your worfhip has no better, proof of 
our honourable doings than what you mention, Mambrino’s helmet will 
turn out a bafon, as certainly as this honeft man’s trappings are tranfmo- 
graphied into a pannel.” “  Do what I order, replied the knight j fure I 
am, every thing in this caftle cannot be conduced by inchantment.” San­
cho went accordingly, and fetched this bafon ©r helmet o f Mambrino, as 
his mafter called it, which Don Quixote taking in his hand, faid, “  Be­
hold, gentlemen, with what face this plebeian can affirm that this is a ba­
fon, and not the helmet I have mentioned now, I fwear by the order of 
knighthood I profefs, that this is the individual helmet which I took from, 
him, without the leaft addition or diminution.” “  Without all manner 
o f doubt, faid Sancho ; for fince my mafter won it, to this good hour he

* Literally, “ Lady of a crown,”
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hath.ufed it but in one battle, when he delivered thofe mifchievous galley- 
flaves j and, i f  it had not been for that fame bafon-helmet, he could not 
have come off fo w e ll: for, there was a deadly fliower o f ft ones rained 
upon his pate in that ftorm.

C H A P .  X V III.

The decifion o f the doubts concerning Mambrino’s helmet and the pan- 
n e l; with a full and true account o f many other adventures.

** Entlemen, faid the barber, pray, favour me with your opinion, con- 
v J T  cerning what is affirm’d by thefe gentlefolks, who fo obftinately main­

tain that this is not a bafon but a helmet ?” “  And if  any one affirms to
the contrary, replied Don Quixote, I will make him fenfible that he lies, 
i f  he be a k n igh t; and if  a plebeian, that he lies a thoufand times.” His 
own townfman, who was prelent all the while, being well acquainted with 
the knight’s humour, refolved to encourage him in his extravagance, and 
carry on the joke for the diverfion o f the com pany: with this view, he 
addreffied himfelf to the other ffiaver, faying, “  Mr. Barber, or whom­
ever you are, you mull: know that I am o f the fame profeffion : I have 
had a certificate o f my examination thefe twenty years; and know very 
well, all the inftruments o f the art, without excepting o n e : I was more­
over, a foldier in my youth, confequently can diftinguilh an helmet, a 
morrion, and a cafque, with its beaver, together with every thing relating 
to military affairs ; I mean, the different kinds o f armour wore by lol- 
diers in the field : I fay, under correction, and ftill with fubmiffion to bet­
ter judgment, that the object now in difpute, which that worthy gentle­
man holds in his hand, is not only no barber’s bafon, but alfo, as far 
from being one as black is from white, or fallhood from truth. I like- 
wife aver that tho’ it is an helmet, it is not entire.” You are certainly 
in the right, faid Don Quixote, for it wants one half, which is the beaver.” 

The curate, who by this time, underftood the intention o f his friend, 
feconded this alfeveration which was alfo confirmed by Cardenio, Don 
Fernando, and his companions; and the judge himfelf would have bore a 
part in the jell, had he not been engrolled by the affair o f Don Lewis j 
but, that earnelf bufmefs kept him in fuch perplexity o f thought, that he 
could give little or no attention to the joke that was going forward.

“  Good G o d ! cried the barber, with amazement, is it poffible that fo 
many honourable perfons Ihould pronounce this bafon to be a helmet! 
an alieition fufficient to aftonilh a whole univerfity, let it be never fo 
learned, W e ll: i f  that bafon be an helmet, I fuppole the pannel m ull be

a
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a horfe’s trappings too, as this gentleman fays.” “  To me it feems a pan­
ne], replied the knight: but, as I have already obferved, I will not pre­
tend to decide whether it be the pannel of an afs, or the furniture of a 
fteed.” “  Don Quixote has no more to do but fpeak his opinion, faid 
the curate; for, in affairs of chivalry, all tliefe gentlemen, and even the 
ladies, yield to his fuperior underftanding.” “  By heaven ! gentlemen, 
cried the knight, fo many ftrange accidents have happened to me, twice 
that I have lodged in this caftle, that I will not venture pofitively to af­
firm the truth o f any thing that may be afked relating to it j for, I ima­
gine that every thing in this place is conduced by the power of inchant- 
ment. The firft time I palled the night in this place, I was harralfed ex­
tremely, by an enchanted Moor that refides in the caftle, while Sancho 
was almolt as roughly handled by fome of his attendants; and this very 
night I was fufpended by one arm, for the fpace of two hours, without 
knowing how or wherefore I incurred that misfortune. For me therefore, 
to give my opinion in a cafe of fuch perplexity, would be a rafh decifion ; 
with regard to the helmet which they fay is a bafon, I have already ex- 
preffed my fentiments; but, dare not give a definitive fentence, by de­
claring, whether that be a pannel, or horfe’s furniture. That I leave 
to the judgment o f the good company j who, not being knights as I 
am, perhaps are not fubjedted to the enchantments o f this place, but, 
enjoying their faculties clear and undifturbed, can judge of thefe things, 
as they really and truly are, not as they appear to my imagination.” 
“  Doubtlefs, replied Don Fernando, fignor Don Quixote manifefts hi3 
own prudence, in obferving, that to us belongs the determination of this 
affair, which, that it may be the better founded, I will, in private, take 
the opinions of this company, one by one, and then openly declare the 
full refult of my inquiry.”

T o  thofe who were acquainted with the knight’s humour, this propofal 
afforded matter of infinite diverfion; but, the reft being ignorant of the 
joke, looked upon it as a piece of downright madnefs: this was particu­
larly the opinion of the domeftics belonging to Don Lewis, which was even 
efpoufed by himfelf and four travellers julf arrived, who feemed to be 
troopers of the holy brotherhood, as indeed they were; but, he that al- 
moft ran diffracted, was the barber whofe bafon was,, even in his own 
fight, transformed into Mambrino’s helmet, while he expected every mo­
ment that his pannel would be certainly declared the rich trappings and 
furniture of a horfe. Every body laughed to fee Don Fernando going 
about with great gravity, collecting opinions in whifpers, that each might 
privately declare, whether that jewel, about which there had been fuch ob- 
ftinate difputes, was the pannel of an afs, or the furniture of a fteed..

Having

Chap. 18. D O N  Q U I X O T E  D e l a  M a n c h a ; 351



Having received the anfwers o f all thofe who knew Don Quixote, he pro­
nounced aloud, “  Truly, honeft friend, I am quite tired with alking fo 
many opinions; for, every one to whom I put the queftion, affirms it is 
downright dillradlion to call this a pannel, which is certainly the furni­
ture o f a horfe, and that too o f an excellent breed. Therefore you mull: 
e’en have patience ; for, in fpite o f you and the teftimony o f your afs to 
boot, an horfe’s furniture it muft remain, as you have failed fo egregi- 
oully in the proof o f what you alledge.” “  M ay I never tafle the joys 
o f heaven ! cried the tranfported barber, i f  you are not all deceived j and 
fo may my foul appear before God, as this appears to me, a meer pannel, 
and not the furniture o f an horfe ! but, thus *  might overcomes— I fay 
no more, neither am I drunk, being frelh and falling from every thing 
but fin.”

The company laughed as heartily at the fimplicity o f the barber as the 
extravagance o f the knight, who upon this decifion, faid, “  Nothing now 
remains, but that every one lhould take his own again ; and may *j- St. 
Peter blefs what God bellows.” One o f the four fervants belonging to 
Don Lewis now interpofed, faying, “  I f  this be not a premeditated 
joke, I cannot perfuade myfelf that people o f found underllanding, fuch 
as all this company are or feem to be, lhould venture to fay and affirm, 
that this is no bafon, nor that a pannel j yet, feeing this is both faid and 
affirmed, I conceive there m ull be fome m yllery in thus infilling upon a 
thing fo contrary to truth and experience s for, by God! (an oath he fwore 
with great emphafis) all the people on earth lhall never make me believe 
that this is not a barber’s bafon, or that not the pannel o f an he-afs.” “  W hy 
not o f a Ihe-afs?” faid the curate, “  That dillinttion makes no difference, 
faid the fervant, nor has it any concern with the difpute, which is occa- 
fioned by your faying that it is not a pannel at all.”

A t the fame time, one o f the troopers, who had entered and been witnefs 
to the quarrel and queflion, could no longer contain his choler and difplea- 
fure at what he heard, and therefore faid, in a furious tone, “  I f  that is 
not a pannel, my father never begat m e; and he that fays, or lhall fay 
the contrary, m ull be drunk.” “  You lie, like an infamous fcoundrel, 
replied Don Quixote, who lifting up his lance, which he Hill kept in his 
hand, aimed fuch a Ih oke at the trooper’s Ikull, that i f  he had not been 
very expeditious in fhifting it, he would have been llretched at full length 
upon the ground, on which the weapon was Ihivered to pieces: the rell o f 
the troop, feeing their companion fo roughly handled, raifed their voices, cry-

• The original would be more literally tranflated, by faying, “ The law’s meafure is the king’*
pleafure.”

f  A  bridal bencdi&ion.
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ing for help to the holy brotherhood : the innkeeper being of that fraterni­
ty, ran in for his tipflaff and fword, and efpoufed the cauie of his brethren; 
the domeftics furrounded Don Lewis, that he might not efcape in the 
fcuffle; the barber feeing the houfe turned topfy turvy, laid hold again 
o f the pannel, which was at the fame time feized by Sancho; Don Quixote 
attacked the troopers fword in hand; Don Lewis called to his fervants to 
leave him, and go to the afflflance of Cardenio and Don Fernando, who had 
ranged themfelves on the fide of Don Quixote; the curate exhorted, the 
landlady fcreamed, the daughter wept, Maritornes blubbered, Dorothea 
was confounded, Lucinda perplexed, and Donna Clara fainted away; the 
barber pummelled Sancho, who returned the compliment; one of the fer­
vants prefuming to feize Don Lewis by the arm, that he might not run 
away, the young gentleman gave him fuch a flap in the face, as bathed all 
his teeth in blood; the judge exerted himfelf in his defence. Don Fernando 
having brought one o f the troopers to the ground, kicked his whole carcafe 
to his heart’s content: the landlord raifed his voice again, roaring for help 
to the holy brotherhood; fo that the whole inn was a fcene of lamentation, 
cries, fhrieks, confufion, dread, difmay, difafler, back-flrokes, cudgelling, 
kicks, cuffs, and effufion o f blood. In the midft of this labyrinth, chaos, 
and compofition of mifchief, Don Quixote’s imagination fuggefted, that he 
was all o f a fudden involved in the confufion of Agramonte’s camp; and 
therefore pronounced, with a voice that made the whole inn refound, “  Let 
every man forbear, put up his fword, be quite and liften, unlefs he be 
weary of his life.”

On hearing this exclamation, all the combatants paufed, while he pro­
ceeded thus: “  Did not I tell you, gentlemen, that this caftle was enchanted, 
and doubtlefs, inhabited by a whole legion of devils; as a proof of which, 
you may now perceive, with your own eyes, how the difcord and mutiny 
in Agramonte’s camp is tranflated hither: behold, in one place, we fight 
for a lw ord; in another, for a horfe; in a third, for an eagle; and in a 
fourth, for a helmet; in fhort, we are all by the ears together, for we 
know not what. Advance therefore, my lord judge, and Mr. curate, and 
in the perfons o f Agramonte and king Sobrino, re-eflablifh peace among 
u s ; for, by Almighty God ! it were wicked and ablurd, that perfons of our 
importance fhould be flain in fuch a frivolous caufe.”

The troopers, who did not underfland the knight’s ftile, and found them­
felves very feverely treated by Don Fernando, Cardenio, and their compa­
nions, would not be pacified; but, it was otherwife with the barber, who, 
in the fcuffle, had loll both his pannel and beard: Sancho, who like a 
faithful fervant, minded the leaft hint of his mailer, willingly obeyed; and 
the fervants of Don Lewis were fain to be quiet, feeing how little they
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had got by concerning themfelves in the fray , the innkeeper alone, infilled 
upon their chaftifing the infolence o f that madman, who was every mo­
ment throwing the whole houfe into confufion; at length, the difturbance 
was appeafed, the pannel remained as an horfe’s furniture, till the day o f 
judgment, the bafon as an helmet, and the inn as a cattle, in Don Quix­
ote’s imagination.

Every thing being thus amicably compofed, by the perfuafion o f the 
judge and priett, the fervants of Don Lewis began again to prefs him, with 
great obftinacy, to fet out with them for his father’s houfe immediately; 
and while he expoftulated with them, the judge confulted with Don Fer­
nando, Cardenio, and the curate, about what he fhould do on this occa- 
fion ; imparting to them the declaration Don Lewis had m ade: at latt, it 
was agreed that Don Fernando fhould tell the fervants who he w as; and 
exprefs a defire, that Don Lewis fhould accompany him to Andaloufia, 
where his brother the marquis fliould entertain him according to his rank 

. and m erit; for, he well knew the young gentleman was fixed in the deter­
mination o f being cut to pieces, rather than return to his father, at that 
time. The domettics being informed o f Don Fernando’s quality, and un- 

. derftanding the refolution o f Don Lewis, determined amongft themlelves, 
that three o f them fliould return and give the father an account o f what 
had happened, while the fourth fliould attend the young gentleman, un­
til they fhould either come back for him, or know his father’s pleafure.

In this manner was that accumulation o f quarrels appeafed, by the au­
thority o f Agramonte and prudence o f king Sobrino; but, the enemy of 
concord and rival o f peace, being thus foiled and difappointed, and feeing 
how little fruit he had reaped from the labyrinth o f confufion in which he 
had involved them, determined to try his hand once more, and revive dif- 
cord and difturbance anew ; and thefe were the means he pra&ifed for this 
purpofe: the troopers apprifed o f the quality o f thole with whom they 
had been engaged, were fain to be quiet, and retreat from the fray, con­
cluding that whatever might happen, they would have the worft o f the 
battle; but, one o f them who had been pummelled and kicked by Don Fer­
nando, recolle&ed that among other warrants for apprehending delin­
quents, he had one againft Don Quixote, ifiued by the holy brotherhood, 
on account o f his having fet the galley-flaves at liberty, as Sanclio had very 
juftly feared: this coming into his head, he was refolved to alfure himfelf,

■ whether or not the knight’s perfon agreed with the defcription; and pulling 
out o f his bofom, a bundle o f parchment, he foon found what he fought,

. and beginning to fpell with great deliberation (for, he was by no means an 
expert reader) between every word he fixed his eyes upon the knight, whofe 
phyfiognomy he compared with the marks fpecified in the warrant, and dif-

covered
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covered beyond all doubt, that he was the very perfon defcribed: no (boner 
was he thus convinced, than putting up the parchment, and holding the 
warrant in his left hand, he with his right feized Don Quixote fo fall by 
the collar, that he could fcarce fetch his breath, roaring aloud, “  Help, in. 
the name o f the holy brotherhood3 and that you may fee my demand is 
juft, read that warrant for apprehending this highwayman.”

The curate, upon perufing the warrant, found what the trooper faid was 
true, and that the defcription exadlly agreed with the perfon of Don Quix­
ote, who feeing himfelf fo unworthily treated by fuch a ragamuffin, was 
incenfed to the higheft degree, fo that every bone in his body trembled with 
rage 3 and he made drift to fallen on the trooper’s throat with both hands, 
fo violently, that if  his companions had not come to his affiflance, he would 
have quitted his life before the knight had quitted his hold. The innkeeper 
being obliged to fuccour his brethren, ran immediately to their affiflance; 
his wife feeing her hufband re-engaged in the quarrel, exalted her voice 
anew 3 Maritornes and the daughter fqalled in concert, imploring heaven 
and the by-flanders for help: Sancho perceiving what paffied, “  By the 
Lord ! cried he, what my mailer fays about the enchantments o f this caffie 
is certainly true 3 for, it is impoffible to live an hour in quiet, within its 
w alls!”

Don Fernando parted the knight and trooper, to their mutual fatisfadlion3 
unlocking their hands, which were fall clinched in the doublet-collar of 
the one, and the windpipe of the other: but, for all that, they did not 
ceafe demanding their prifoner, and the affiflance of the company, in bind­
ing and delivering him to their charge, agreeable to the fervice of the king, 
and the order of the holy brotherhood, in whofe behalf they repeated their 
demand of favour and affiflance, to fecure that felon, robber and thief. 
Don Quixote fmiled at hearing thefe epithets, and with much compofure, 
replied, cc Come hither, ye vile and bafe-born race ! Do you call it the pro­
vince of an highwayman, to loofe the chains of the captive, and fet the 
prifoner free 3 to fuccour the mifcrable, raife the fallen, and relieve the dil- 
treffied ? Ah ! infamous crew ! whofe low and grovelling underflanding ren­
ders you unworthy, that heaven lhould reveal to you the worth that is 
contained in knight-errantry, or make you fenfible of your fin and igno­
rance, in neglecting to revere the very fhadow, much more the fubllance of 
any knight. Come hither, ye rogues in a troop, and not troopers 3 ye rob­
bers licenfed by the holy brotherhood 3 and tell me what ignorant wretch 
he was, who figned a warrant of caption againft fuch a knight as me ? 
who did not know that we are exempted from all judicial authority, and 
that a knight’s own fword is his law, he being privileged by his valour, and 
reftri&ed only by his will and pleafure? Who was the blockhead, I fay,
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who does not know, that no gentleman’s charter contains fo many rights 
and indulgencies as adhere to a knight-errant, the very day on which he is 
dubbed, and devotes himfelf to the painful exercife of arms ? W hat knight- 
errant ever paid tax, toll, cullom, duty or excife ? W hat taylor ever brought 
in a bill for making his cloaths ? W hat governor ever made him pay for 
lodging in his caftle ? W hat king did ever negledl to feat him at his own 
table ? W hat damfel ever refilled his charms, or refufed to fubmit herfelf 
intirely to his pleafure and will ? And in fine, what knight-errant ever was, 
is, or will be, whofe fingle valour is not fufficient to annihilate four hun­
dred troopers, fhould they prefume to oppofe him ?”
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In which is concluded the notable adventure o f the troopers j with an ac­
count o f the furprifmg ferocity o f our worthy knight Don Quixote.

T  T  7  H I L  E  Don Quixote harrangued in this manner, the curate was 
V V  employed in perfuading the troopers, that he was a man difor- 

dered in his judgment, as they might perceive both by his words and ac­
tions, and therefore they ought not to proceed any further in the affair; for, 
even if  they Ihould apprehend him, he would foon be difmiffed as a perfon 
non compos. T o  this obfervation, the man 'w ho had the warrant re­
plied, that it was not his bufinefs to judge o f Don Quixot’s madnefs, but, 
to obey the orders o f his fuperiors; and that i f  he was apprehended once, 
they might difcharge him three hundred times over, i f  they would.” “  For 
all that, faid the priell, you m ull not carry him off, at prefent, nor do I 
believe he will fuffer himfelf to be fo treated.”

In Ihort, the curate talked fo effedlually, and the knight himfelf adled 
fuch extravagancies, that the troopers m ull have been more mad than he, i f  
they had not plainly perceived his defedl; therefore they thought proper to 
be fatisfied, and even performed the office o f mediators betwixt the barber 
and Sancho Panza, who Hill maintained the fray with, great animofity j 
for, the troopers, as limbs o f jullice, brought the caufe to an arbitration, 
and decided it in fuch a manner, as left both parties, i f  not fully fatisfied, 
at leaft in fome fort content with the determination, which was, that the 
pannels fhould be exchanged, but the girths and halters remain as they 
were. W ith regard to Mambrino’s helmet, the curate, unperceived by Don 
Quixote, took the barber afide, and paid him eight rials for the bafon, tak­
ing a receipt in full, that cleared the knight from any fufpicion ® f  fraud, 
from thence forward, for ever, amen.

Thefe



/

Thefe two quarrels, which were of the greateft importance of any that 
happened, being luckily compofed, it remained, that three o f the fervants 
belonging to Don Lewis fhould return, and the fourth accompany his ma­
tter to the place whither Don Fernando intended to conduft him ; and as 
good luck and favourable fortune had already begun to quell the fpirit o f 
dilcord, and frnooth all difficulties, in behalf of the lovers and heroes in 
the inn, they were refolved to proceed in fuch a laudable work, and bring 
every thing to a happy conclufion; for, the domefticks were fatisfied with 
what Don Lewis propofed; acircumftance that gave fuch pleafure to Donna 
Clara, that every body who beheld her face might have difeerned the joy 
o f her foul. Zorayda, tho’ fhe did not well underftand the incidents Hie 
had feen, was forrowful and gay, by turns, according as fhe perceived the 
company affected, particularly her Spaniard, upon whom her eyes and 
heart were always fixed. The innkeeper, who took particular notice o f 
the full fatisfadtion which the barber had received from the curate, de­
manded payment of Don Quixote, for the damage he had done to the bags, 
and the lofs of his wine, {wearing that neither Rozinante nor Sancho’s afs, 
fhould ftir from the ftable, until he fhould be fatisfied to the laft farthing *. 
The curate pacified the landlord, and Don Fernando paid the bill, altho* 
the judge very frankly offered to take that upon himfelf: in this manner, 
univerfal concord was reftored; fo that, the inn no longer reprefented the 
diforder in Agramonte’s camp, but, rather the peace and quiet that reigned 
in the time of Otttavius Csefar: and this bleffing was generally aferibed to 
the laudable intention and great eloquence of the prieft, together with the 
incomparable generofity of Don Fernando.

Don Quixote now finding himfelf freed and difintangled from fo many 
broils, in which both he and his fquire had been involved, thought it high 
time to proceed on his journey, in order to finifh that great adventure to 
which he had been fummoned and chofen: he therefore,, with determined 
purpofe, went and fell upon his knees before Dorothea, who refufing to 
hear him in that pofture, he rofe, in obedience to her will, and expreffed 
himfelf in this manner: “  It is a common proverb, beauteous princefs, that 
diligence is the mother of fuccefs; and in many important caufes, experi­
ence hath fhewn, that the affiduity of the follicitor hath brought a very 
doubtful fuit to a very fortunate iffue; but, the truth of this maxim is no 
where more evinced than in war, where activity and difpatch anticipate the 
defigns of the enemy, and obtain the vitftory, before he has time to put 
himfelf in a pofture of defence. This I  obferve, mod high and excellent

* It were to be wilhed, for the honour of Spanilh innkeepers, that Cervantes had caufed mine hoft to 
reftore Sancho's wallet, which he had detained on the day of the blanketting; as fuchretfitution would 
have increafed the general fatisfadtion.
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princefs, becaufe, in my opinion, our flay in this cattle is unprofitable and 
prejudicial, as we may one day perceive, when it is too late; for, who 
knows but, by means o f fecret and artful fpies, your enemy, the giant, may 
get notice that I am coming to dettroy h im ; and taking the opportunity 
o f our delay, fortify himfelf in fome impregnable cattle, againft which all 
my diligence, and the ftrength o f my indefatigable arm, will not ava il: where­
fore, rnoft noble princefs, let 11s, as I have already obferved, prevent his 
defigns by our a£tivity, and fet out immediately, in the name o f good for­
tune, which your highnefs fhall not long figh for, after I lhall have come 
within fight o f your adverfary.”

Here the knight left off lpeaking, and, with great compofure, expe6ted 
the anfwcr of the beautiful infanta, who, with a moft princely air, and in 
a ttile pcrfeflly well l'uited to his addrefs, replied in this m anner: “  I thank 
you, Sir knight, for the defire you exprefs, to aflitt me in my ncceflity, like 
a true knight, whofe duty and province it is, to fuecour the fatherlefs and 
dittrefled; and heaven grant that your defire and my expectation may be 
fulfilled, that you may fee there are grateful women upon earth. W ith re­
gard to my departure, let it be as fpeedy as you pleafe: my will is altoge­
ther included in yours; dilpofe o f me, therefore, according to your own 
pleafure; for, fhe who hath once in vetted you with the charge and defence 
o f her perfon, and folely depends upon your valour, for being re-eftablifhed 
on her throne, would act prepotteroullv, in feeking to contradict what your 
prudence fhall ordain.” “  In the name o f God, then, cried Don Quixote, 
lince a princefs humbles herfelf thus, before me, I will not let flip the op­
portunity o f railing her up, and placing her upon the throne o f her ance- 
lto rs : let us depart immediately; for, the defire o f feeing you rettored, the 
length o f the journey, and the common reflexion, “  that delays are dan­
gerous,” a ft as fpurs upon my refolution ; and fince, heaven hath not cre­
ated, nor hell ever l'een an object that could ttrike me with terror and con- 
fternation, go, Sancho, faddle Rozinante, prepare the queen’s palfrey, and 
get ready your own afs, while we take leave o f the conttable, and thefe 
noble perfonages, and fet forward on our journey, without lofs o f time.”

Here Sancho, who was prefent all the time, fhook his head, faying, “  Ah, 
matter, matter ! there are more tricks in town than you dream of; with fub- 
miflion to the honourable lappets, be it fpoken.” “  W hat tricks can there 
be either in town or city, that can redound to m y diferedit, rafeal ?” cried 
the knight. “  Nay, if  your worfhip be in a paflion, replied the fquire, I 
will keep my tongue within my teeth, and not mention a fyllable o f what, 
as a trufty fquire, and faithful fervant, I am bound to reveal to my matter.” 
“  Say what thou wouldtt, anfwercd Don Quixote, fo thy words have no ten- 
-dency to make me afraid ; for, in being fulceptible o f fear., thou fheweft

the
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the bafenefs of thy own chara£ter, as I, in being proof againd all forts o f 
terror, preferve the dignity of mine.” “  As I am a finner to God, cried 
Sancho, that is not the cafe; but, this I know for truth and pofitive cer­
tainty, that this lady, who calls herfelf queen of the great kingdom Mico- 
micon, is no more a queen than my mother; for, i f  fhe were what die 
pretends to be, lhe would not be nuzzling into a corner with one of thi3 
company, at every fnatch of an opportunity.”

Dorothea’s face was overfpread with a bludi, at thefe words of Sancho; 
for, footh to fay, her huiband Don Fernando had feveral times, as he 
thought, unperceived, made free with her lips, as earned of that reward 
his affedtion deferved; and in fo doing, he was obferved by Sancho, who 
thought that fucli condefcenfion in her looked more like the behaviour of a 
courtezan than that of fuch a mighty princefs; fo, that die neither could nor 
would anfwer one word to this charge, but, differed him to proceed in thefe 
words; “  This, dear mafter, I make bold to mention, becaufe, if after we have 
travelled the Lord knows how far, and pafl'ed many weary days and bitter 
nights, he that is taking his recreation in this inn diould gather the fruit of 
all our labour; we need not be in fuch a perilous hurry to faddle Rozinante, 
prepare the palfrey, and get ready the afs; but, had better remain in peace 
where we are, and as the faying is, “  While we enjoy our meal let every 
harlot mind her fpinning-wheel.”

Gracious heaven! what a torrent of indignation entered the bread: of 
Don Quixote, when he heard thefe indecent expreffions of his fquire: fuch, 
I fay, was the rage that took poffeflion of his faculties, that with a faulter— 
ing voice and Hammering tongue, while his eyes fladied lightening, he ex­
claimed, “  O villainous, inconfiderate, indecent and ignorant peafant! thou 
foul-mouthed, unmannerly, infolent and malicious llanderer! dared: thou 
utter fuch language againd thefe honourable ladies in my prefence ? dared: 
thou entertain fuch diigraceful and audacious ideas in thy confufed imagi­
nation ? Get out of my fight, monder of nature, depofitory of lies, cup­
board of deceit, granary of knavery, inventor of michief, publifher of fol­
ly, and foe to that refpect which is due to royalty; go, nor prefume to fee 
my face again, on pain of my highed difpleafure!” So faying, he pulled 
up his eye-brows, diffended his cheeks, looked round him, and with his 
right foot, damped violently upon the door, in confequence of the wrath 
that preyed upon his intrails.

Sancho was fo dirunk and terrified at thefe words and furious gedures,. 
that he would have been glad, if  the earth had opened that indant, under 
his feet, and fwallowed him u p ; and not knowing what elfe to do, he 
fneaked oft from the prefence of his incenfed m ader: but, the difcreet Do­
rothea, who was fo well acquainted with Don Quixote’s humour, in order

to.
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to appeafe his indignation, accofted him th u s: “  Sir knight o f the rueful 
countenance, let not your wrath be kindled by the nonefenfe which your 
good fquire hath uttered; for, perhaps, he might have had fome fort o f 
reafon for what he fa id : and as from his good underftanding and chriftian 
confcience, he cannot be fufpedfed o f a defign to bear falfe witnefs againft 
any perfon whatever, it is to be fuppofed, and indeed I firmly believe, that 
every thing in this caftle, as you, Sir knight, have obferved, being con­
d uced  by means o f enchantment, Sancho, thro’ that diabolical medium, 
muff have feen what he affirms, fo much to the prejudice o f my honour 
and reputation.” “  I fwear by Almighty G o d ! cried Don Quixote, that 
your highnefs hath hit upon the true caufe ! and the eyes o f that poor Tinner 
Sanchp, have been fafcinated by fome delufive vifion, o f what could not 
poffibly be real; for, unlefs he had been milled by enchantment, fuch is 
the innocence and fimplicity o f that miferable wretch, that I know he nei­
ther could nor would invent a flander againft any living foul.” “  That cer­
tainly is, and fhall be the cafe, faid Don Fernando ; for which reafon, fig- 
nor Don Quixote ought to pardon and reftore him to the bofom o f his fa­
vour, Sicut erat in principio, before thofe illufions impaired his under­
ftanding.”

The knight promifed to forgive him accordingly; upon which, the cu­
rate went in queft o f Sancho, who came in with great humility, and fall­
ing on his knees, begged leave to kifs his mafter’s hand: this favour was 
granted by Don Quixote, who alfo gave him his benediction, faying, “  Thou 
wilt now, fon Sancho, be convinced o f the truth o f what I have fo often 
told thee, that all things in this caftle are performed by the power o f en­
chantment.” “  I believe fo too, replied the fquire, except in the affair o f 
the blanketting, which really happened in the ordinary courfe o f things.” 
“  Thou muft not imagine any fuch thing, anfwered the knight; for, had 
that been the cafe, I Ihould have revenged thy caufe at the tijne, and even 
now would do thee juft ice; but, neither at that time, nor now, could I, or 
can 1 find, any perfons to chaftife as the caufe o f thy difafter.”

The company being defirous o f knowing the affair o f the blanket, the 
landlord gave a very minute detail o f Sancho’s capering, to the no fmall di- 
verfion o f all prefent, except the mafter and the fquire himfelf, who would 
have been very much out o f countenance, had not the knight allured him 
anew, that the whole was effected by enchantment: tho’ the folly o f San­
cho never rofe to fuch a pitch, but that he firmly believed, without the leaft 
mixture o f doubt or delufion, that his blanketting had been performed by 
perfons of flefh and blood, and not by phantoms or imaginary beings, ac­
cording to the opinion and affirmation o f his mafter.
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Tw o days had this illuftrious company already pafied at the inn, from 
whence thinking it now high time to depart, they concerted matters in 
fuch a manner, as that, without putting Dorothea and Don Fernando to 
the trouble of returning with Don Quixote to the place of his habitation, 
in order to carry on the fcheme concerning the reftoration of queen Mi- 
comicona, the curate and barber were enabled to execute their defign of 
carrying him to his own houfe, where endeavours might be ufed, for the 
cure of his diforder. In confequence of this plan, they agreed with the 
mafter of an ox-waggon, who chanced to pafs that way, for tranfporting 
the knight in the following manner : having made a fort of wooden cage, 
capacious enough to hold Don Quixote at his eafe, Don Fernando, with 
his companions, the fervants of Don Lewis, together with the troopers 
and inn-keeper, by order and direction of the curate, covered their faces 
and difguifed themfelves, fome in one fhape, fome in another, fo as to ap­
pear, in Don Quixote’s eyes, quite different from the people he had feen 
in the caftle. Thus equipped, they entered, with all imaginable filence, 
into the chamber where he lay afleep and fatigued with the toil he had 
undergone in the fkirmifhes already deferibed; and laying fall hold on him, 
while he fecurely enjoyed his eafe, without dreaming of fuch an accident, 
tied both his hands and feet fo effedtually, that when he waked, in fur- 
prize, he could neither move, nor do any other thing but teflify his won­
der and perplexity at fight of fuch ftrange faces. He then had recourfe 
to what his diftempered imagination continually fuggefted, and concluded 
that all thefe figures were phantomes of that inchan ted caftle j and that he 
himfelf was, without all queftion, under the power of incantation, feeing 
he could not even ftir, in his own defence: and this conceit was exadfly 
forefeen by the curate, who was author of the whole contrivance. The 
only perfon of the whole company who remained unaltered, both in 
figure and intelledf, was Sancho, who, though his lack of underftanding 
fell very little fhort of his mafter’s infirmity, was not fo mad but that he 
knew every one of the apparitions, though he durft not open his mouth, 
until he fhould fee the meaning of this affault and capture o f the knight, 
who likewife expected, in filence, the iffue of his own misfortune.

Having brought the cage into his apartment, they enclofed him in it, 
and fixed the bars fo fall, that it was impoflible to pull them afimder; 
then taking it on their fhoulders, in carrying it out, they were faluted 
by as dreadful a voice as cou]d be aflumed by the barber (I do not mean 
the owner of the pannel) who pronounced thefe words; “  O knight of 
the rueful countenance ! affiidt not thylelf on account of thy prefent con­
finement, which is neceflary towards the more fpeedy accomplifhment of 
that great adventure in which thy valour hath engaged thee; and which
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will be atchieved when the furious Manchegan lion is coupled with the 
white Tobofian dove, their lofty necks being humbled to the foft matri­
monial yoke. From which unheard-of conjunction, the world fliall be 
blefied wifli courageous whelps, who will imitate the tearing talons o f their 
valiant fire; and this will happen, e’er the purfuer o f the fugitive nymph 
fhall have twice performed his vifit through the refplendent conftellations, 
in his natural and rapid courfe. And O ! thou the molt noble and obe­
dient fquire that ever wore fword in belt, beard on chin, or fmell in nof- 
tril, be not difmayed nor difeontented at feeing the flower o f knight-erran­
try thus carried off before thine eyes; for, i f  it pleafe the creator o f this 
world, foon flialt thou be fo exalted and fublimed, as that thou wilt not 
even know thyfe lf; neither flialt thou be defrauded o f the fruit o f thofe 
promifes which thy worthy lord has made in thy behalf j and I aflure thee, 
in the name of the fage Fibberiana*, that thy falary fliall be faithfully paid, 
as in effeCt thou wilt fee : follow, therefore, the footfteps o f the valiant 
and inchanted k n igh t; for, it is necefiary that you fliould proceed toge­
ther, to the end o f your career j and as I am not permitted to declare my- 
lelf more explicitly, I bid you heartily farewel, and will return I well 
know whither.” Towards the end of this prophecy, he raifed his voice 
to the higheft pitch, and then funk it gradually, to fuch a faint and di- 
ftant tone, that even thofe who were privy to the joke, were tempted to 
believe what they had heard.

Don Quixote remained very much comforted by this prophecy, the 
meaning o f which he no fooner heard than comprehended; interpreting 
the whole into a promife, that he fliould one day fee himfelf joined in 
the juft and holy bonds o f matrimony with his beloved Dulcinea del T o - 
bofo, from whofe fortunate womb would proceed thofe whelps (meaning 
his fons) which would perpetuate the glory o f la Mancha. In  this per- 
fuaflon, therefore, and firm belief, he raifed his voice, and heaving a pro­
found figh, replied, “  O thou ! whofoever thou art, whofe prognoftication 
founds fo favourably in mine ears, I beg thou wilt, in my name, befeech 
the fage inchanter who takes charge o f my affairs, that he will not leave 
me to perifli in the confinement which I now fuffer, until I  fliall have 
feen the accomplifhment o f thofe joyful and incomparable promifes which 
thou haft uttered in my behalf. So fliall I glory in the hardfliips o f this 
prifon, and bear with pleafure, thefe chains with which my limbs are fet­
tered j. and inftead o f comparing the boards on which I lie, to the rough, 
uncomfortable field o f battle, confider them as the foothing down o f the 
moft happy and luxurious marriage-bed. W ith refpeft to the confolation 
©f Sancho Panza, my fquire, I confide in his virtue and affection, which

• A word of equal fignif. cation with Mentironiana, from Mcnterofo, a liar.
will
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will not allow him to forfake me either in profpet-ity or adverfity ; for, 
fhould his evil fortune, or my unhappy fate, hinder me from bellowing 
upon him the ifland, or fome equivalent, according to my promife; at 
leaft, he lliall not lofe his wages, fpecified and bequeathed to him in my 
will that is already made; a recompence which, though proportioned to 
my own flender ability, comes far fhort o f his great and faithful fervices.” 

Here the fquire bowed, in the moll refpedlful manner, and killed both 
his hands, as he could not make his compliments to one of them apart, 
they being fall bound together. Then the apparitions taking the cage up­
on their Ihoulders, carried it to the waggon, in which it was immediately 
fixed.
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An account o f the llrange manner in which Don Quixote was enchanted * 
with other remarkable events.

D O N  Quixote feeing himfelf thus encaged, and placed upon a cart, 
could not help faying, “  Many very grave hillories have I read, 

concerning knights-errant -} but, never did I read, fee, or hear, that enchant­
ed knights were tranfported in this manner, at fuch a pace as thefe lazy, 
flow-footed animals feem to promife j for, they ufed always to be carried 
through the air, with furprizing fiviftnefs, wrapt up in fome dark and 
dulky cloud, or in a fiery chariot, or mounted on a hypogriff, or fome fuch 
creature : fo that, before G o d ! I am utterly confounded at my own fate, 
in being thus tranfported on a waggon drawn by oxen. But, perhaps the 
chivalry and enchantments of this age follow a different path from that 
which was purfued of ojd and, as I am a new knight on the face of the 
earth, and the firfl who revived the long forgotten order o f errantry; 
perhaps, they may have alfo newly invented other kinds of incantation, 
and other methods of conveying thofe whom they inchant. What is thy 
opinion of the matter, fon Sancho ?” “  I know not what my opinion is,
replied the fquire, becaufe I am not fo well read in the fcriptures of erran­
try as your worlhip : but, for all that, I will venture to affirm, ay and 
fwear to it, that thefe apparitions who ftrole about us, are not altogether 
catholic.” “  Catholic! my * liars! anfwered the knight, how can they be 
•catholic, when they are all devils who have alfumed fantaflical fhapes, 
and come hither on purpofe to perform this deed, and leave me in my pre-

* In the original mi padre! my father! which I have changed for an exclamation more frequrntly ufed 
in our language.
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Book IV.
fent fituation ? but, that thou mayed be -f* convinced o f the truth o f what 
I alledge, endeavour to touch and feel them, and thou wilt perceive that 
they have no other bodies but forms o f condenfed air, confiding o f no­
thing but meer femblance.” “  'Fore God ! fir, cried Sancho, I have made 
that trial already, and that fame devil who goes about fo buly, is well 
provided with good lubdantial flelh, and has another property widely dif­
ferent from what is reported o f evil fpirits, all o f whom, they fay, dink 
o f brimdone and other bad fmells ; whereas, he is fo well feented with 
amber, that you may perceive it, at the didance o f half a league.” “  M ar­
vel not at that circumdance, friend Sancho, replied the knight, for thou 
mud know that devils are a fet o f very fagacious beings, and although 
they bring fmells along, with them, they themfelves being fpirits, can pro­
duce no fmell j or i f  any odour proceeds from them, it cannot be agree­
able, but rather dinking and unwholfome, becaufe they carry their hell 
about them, wherefoever they are, and their torments admit o f no kind 
o f alleviation : now, fweet fmells being agreeable and delicious, cannot 
poflibly proceed from beings which are produdtive o f nought but evil : 
therefore if, in thy opinion, that devil fmells o f amber, either thy fenfes 
are perverted, or he wants to impofe upon thy underdanding, by making 
thee believe that he is not an inhabitant o f hell.”

Don Fernando and Cardenio overhearing this dialogue between the 
mader and the fquire, were afraid o f Sancho’s dumbling upon the difco- 
very o f their whole plot, in which he feemed already to have made great 
progrefs; therefore, determined to haden their departure, and calling the 
landlord afide, ordered him to faddle Rozinante, and put the pannel on 
Sancho’s afs. This talk he performed with great difpatch, while the cu­
rate agreed to give the troopers fo much a day, for attending Don Quixote 
to the town where he lived. Cardenio having fadened the target to one 
fide o f the pummel o f Rozinante’s faddle, and the bafon to the other, 
made figns for Sancho to mount his afs, and lead his mader’s deed by the 
bridle, and then dationed two of the troopers, with their carbines, on each 
fide o f the waggon. But, before it began to move, the landlady, her 
daughter, and Maritornes, came out to take leave o f Don Quixote, feigning 
themfelves extremely affedled with his m isfortune; upon which he faid to 
them, “  Weep not, worthy ladies; all thefe difaders are incident to thofe 
who choofe my profedion, and if  I were not fubjeft to fuch calamities, I 
diould not deem myfelf a renowned knight-errant; for, thefe things never 
happen to knights of little fame and reputation, who are never regarded, 
fcarce even remembred on the face o f the earth. It is quite otherwife w itli

f  In the text, the knight is guilty of a palpable folecifm, in defiring Sancho to touch and-feel that 
which, he himfclf exprefly obferves, was fubjeft neither to touch or feeling.
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the valiant, whofe virtue and valour is envied by many princes and rivals, 
who endeavour, by the moft perfidious means to deftroy them ; but, ne­
vertheless, virtue is fo powerful, that o f herfelf fhe will, in fpite o f all 
the negromancy poffelfed by the firft inventor Zoroafter, come off con­
queror in every fevere trial, and fiiine refulgent in the world, as the fun 
Shines in the heavens. Pardon me, beauteous ladies, i f  I have given you 
any difguft, through negleCt or omiffion; for, willingly and knowingly,. 
I never offended a living fo u l; and pray to God to deliver me from this 
prifon in which I am confined by fome malicious inchanter : for, if  I were 
at liberty, the favours I have received from your courtefy, in this cattle, fhalL 
never elcape my remembrance, but always be acknowledged with gratitude, 
Service and refpeCt.”

While the knight made tliefe profeffions to the ladies of the cattle, the- 
curate and barber took their leave of Don Fernando and his companions,, 
the captain and his brother, and all the happy ladies, efpecially Dorothea 
and Lucinda: they embraced each other, and agreed to maintain a corre­
spondence by letters, Don Fernando giving the curate a direction, by which 
he might write to him an account of the knight’s future behaviour and 
fate, than which, he protetted, nothing could yield him more pleafure; 
and promifing, for his own part, to inform the prieft of every thing which 
he thought would conduce to his Satisfaction, relating to his own marriage,, 
the baptifm of Zorayda, the fuccefs of Don Lewis, and the return of L u ­
cinda to her father’s houfe: the priett having affined him, that he would 
obey his commands with the utmott punctuality, they embraced again,, 
and repeated their mutual proffers of Service- The innkeeper coming to the 
curate, put into his hand a bundle of papers, which he Said he had found 
in the lining of the portmantua, along with the novel o f the Impertinent 
Curiofity j and Since the owner had not returned that way, he defired 
the prieft to accept of them; for, as he himfelf could notread, he had no 
occafion for Such ulelefs furniture: the curate thanked him for his prefent, 
which he immediately opened, and found written in the title page, Rin- 
conete and Cortadilla*, a novel: from hence he concluded, that Since the 
Impertinent Curiofity was an entertaining ftory, this might alfo have fome 
merit, as being probably a work of the fame author; and on this fuppofitioa 
put it carefully up, intending to perufe it, with the firft convenient oppor­
tunity : then lie and his friend the barber mounting their beads, with their 
faces ftill difguifed, that they might not be known by Don Quixote, jogged, 
on, behind the waggon, and the order of their march was this: firft of all 
proceeded the cart, conducted by the driver, and guarded on each-fide by the 
troopers with their carbines, as we have already obfer.ved; then followed,

* Written by Cervantes himfelf.
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Sancho Panza upon his afs, leading Rozinante by the bridle j and in the 
real* o f all, came the curate and the barber malked, and mounted on their 
trufty mules, with a grave and folemn air, marching no fafter than the 
flow pace o f the oxen would allow , while the knight fat within his cage, 
leaning againft the bars, with fuch filence and refignation, that he looked 
more like a ftatue o f ftone than a man o f flefli and blood: in this flow and 
fllent manner they had travelled about a couple o f leagues, when they ar­
rived in a valley, which the wagoner thinking a convenient fpot for his 
purpofe, propofed to the curate, that they fliould halt to refrefli themfelves, 
and let the oxen feed; but, the barber was o f opinion, that they fliould 
proceed a little farther to the other fide o f a rifing-ground, which appeared 
at a fmall diflance, where he knew there w*as another valley better ftored 
with grafs, and much more agreeable than this in which the waggoner 
propofed to halt. The advice o f M r. Nicolas was approved, and they jogged 
on accordingly.

About this time, the curate chancing to look back, perceived behind 
them, fix or feven men well mounted, who foon overtook them, as they 
did not travel at the phlegmatic pace o f the oxen, but, like people who rode 
on ecclefiaftic mules, and were defirous o f fpending the heat o f the day at 
an inn that appeared within lefs than a league o f the w aggon: thefe expe­
ditious ftrangers coming up with our flow travellers, faluted them courte- 
oufly, and one among them, who was a£tually a canon o f Toledo, and 
mafter o f thofe who accompanied him, obferving the regular proceflion 
o f the waggon, troopers, Sancho, Rozinante, the curate and barber, 
and in particular, Don Quixote encaged and fecured as he was, could 
not help alking why, and whither they were conveying that man in fuch a 
manner ? tho’ he had already conje&ured, from the badges o f the troopers, 
that he muff be fome attrocious rober or delinquent, the punilhment o f 
whom belonged to the holy brotherhood. One o f the troopers, to whom 
the queftion was put, anfwered, “  Signor, the gentleman himfelf will tell 
you the meaning o f his travelling in this m anner; for our parts, we know 
nothing at all o f the matter.” The knight overhearing what palled, faid 
to the ftrangers, “  Gentlemen, i f  you are Ikilled and converfant in mat­
ters o f knight-errantry, I will communicate my m isfortune; otherwife 
there is no reafon why I fliould fatigue myfelf with the relation.”

By this time, the curate and barber having perceived the travellers in con­
v e n tio n  with the knigh't, came up, in order to prevent their plot from be­
ing difcovered, juft as the canon had begun to anfwer Don Quixote in 
thefe words: “  Tru ly, brother, I am better acquainted with books o f chi­
valry than with the fummaries o f Villalpando ■> fo that, i f  there be nothing 
dfe requifite, you may freely impart to me as much as you pleafe.” “  A

God’s
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God’s name then, faid Don Quixote, i f  that be the cafe, you muft know, 
fignor cavalier, that I am enchanted in this cage, thro’ the envy and fraud 
of mifchievous negromancers j for, virtue is always more perfecuted by the 
wicked than beloved by the righteous: a knight-errant I am, tho’ none of 
thofe whofe names fame never enrolled in her eternal records; but, of that 
number, whom maugre, and in defpite of Envy herfelf, and all the magi whom 
Perfia ever produced, with the brachmans of India, and gymnofophifts of 
^Ethiopia, will leave their names engraved on the temple of immortality, 
as examples and patterns to fucceeding ages, by which all knights-errant 
may fee what Heps they muft follow, i f  they wifh to attain the height and 
honourable fummit of arms.”

Here the curate interpoling, faid, “  Signor Don Quixote fpeaks no more 
than the truth; he is inchanted in that waggon, not on account o f his own 
crimes or mifdemeanours, but thro’ the malice of thofe who are difgufted 
at virtue, and offended at valour: this, fignor, is the knight of the rueful 
countenance, whofe name perhaps you have heard, and whofe valiant ex­
ploits, and mighty atchievements, will be engraved on durable brafs, and 
carved in eternal marble, in lpite of the unwearied efforts of malice to can­
cel, and of envy to obfcure.them.”

The canon hearing fuch a ftile proceed, not only from the prifoner’s 
mouth, but alfo from the lips of him who was free, had well nigh croffed 
himfelf with aftonifhment, and could not conceive what had befallen him, 
while his whole company were feized with the fame degree of amazement: but, 
Sancho Panza, who was near enough to hear what paffed, being willing to 
undeceive the ftrangers, faid to them, “  Gentlemen, whether what I am going 
to fay, be ill or well taken, I muft tell you the cafe is this: my mailer Don 
Quixote is no more enchanted than the mother that bore mej. he enjoys 
his right wits, eats, drinks, and does his occafions, like other men, and as 
he himfelf was wont to do, before he was encaged: now, i f  this be the 
truth of the matter, how can any man perfuade me that he is enchanted ? 
iince I have heard divers perfons obferve, that thofe who are enchanted, 
neither eat, deep, nor fpeak j whereas, my mailer, i f  he is not hindered, will 
talk like thirty barrifters ” Then turning to the curate, he proceeded thus 
“  Ah Mr. curate, Mr. curate! you think I  don’t know you, and imagine 
that I cannot dive into the meaning of thefe new enchantments y but, you are 
miftaken: I know you very well, for all your maiking, and can fmeli out 
your plots, difguife them as you w ill; in fhort, as the faying is, Juft are vir­
tue’s fears, where envy dom ineersand bounty will not ftay, where niggards 
bear the fway. Damn the devil, if  it had not been for your reverence, my 
mailer, by this time, would have been married to the princefs Micomicona,

and.
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and I fhould have been an earl, at le a d ; for, lefs I could not expedl, either 
from the generofity o f my lord o f the rueful countenance, or from the 
greatnefs o f my own fervices: but, now I fee the truth o f what is commonly 
faid, that fortune turns fafter than a mill-wheel ; and that thofe who were 
vefterday at top, may find themfeives at bottom to day. It grieves me, on 
account o f my poor wife and children, who, inftead o f feeing their father 
come home, in the poll: o f governor or viceroy o f fome ifiand or kingdom, 
as they had great reafon to expe£l, will behold him returning in the flation 
o f a common groom : all this I have obferved, Mr. curate, for no other 
reafon, but to prevail upon your fatherlhip, to make a confcience o f the 
ill treatment my mailer receives at your hands; and confider that God may 
call you to account in the next world, for this captivity of my lord Don 
Quixote, and for all the fuccours and benefits that are prevented by his be­
ing thus confined.”

“  Snuff me thefe candles, (cried the barber, hearing the fquire’s decla­
ration) why, fure Sancho you belong to your mailer’s fraternity; by the 
L o r d ! I find you ought to keep him company in his cage, and undergo 
the fame fort o f enchantment, fo much are you infedled with the humour 
o f his chivalry: in an unhappy moment were you got with child by his 
promifes, and in an evil hour did that ifiand you harp fo much upon, take 
polfefiion o f your lkull.” “  I am not with child by any perfon what­
ever, anfwered Sancho, nor will I fuffer any king in Chriltendom to beget 
a child upon my body; for, tho’ I be a poor man, I ’m an old chrillian, and 
owe no man a farth ing: i f  I long for an ifiand, others long for things that 
are worfe, every one being the fon o f his own w orks: the lowell mortal 
may come to be pope, much more governor o f an ifiand, efpecially as 
my mailer may gain more than he knows well what do with. M r. barber, 
you had better think before you fpeak: there is fomething elfe to do than 
lhaving o f beards; and * one Pedro may differ from another: this I fay, 
becaufe we know one another; and you m ull not think to palm falfe 
dice upon m e: with regard to the enchantment o f my mailer, God knows 
the truth, and there let it l ie ; for, as the faying is, the more you llir  it, 
the more it will— you know what.” The barber durll not make any re­
ply, left Sancho’s fimplicity fhould difcover what he and the curate were fo 
defirous o f concealing; and the prieft being under the fame apprehenfion, 
defiled the canon to ride on with him, a little before the waggon, promif- 
ing to difclofe the myftery o f the encaged knight, with other particulars 
that would yield iiim  fome diverfion: the canon put on accordingly, with 
his fervants, liftening attentively to every thing the curate was pleafed to

* Equivalent to oar faying, *' Every jack is not a good-fellow.”
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communicate, concerning the rank, employment, madnefs, and manners 
o f Don Quixote ; for, he briefly recounted the caufe and beginning of his 
diforder, with the whole progrefs o f his adventures, until he was fecured 
in the cage, by their contrivance, that they might carry him home to his 
own houfe, and endeavour to find fome cure for his diftemper.

The canon and his fervants were afloniflied anew, at hearing the flrange 
flory o f Don Quixote, which being finifhed, the Toledan replied, “  T ru­
ly, Mr. curate, I am firmly perfuaded that thofe books of chivalry are 
very prejudicial in the commonwealth; for, though I have been induced 
by a falfe tafte and idle curiofity, to read the beginning of almoft every 
one that hath been printed, I never could prevail upon myfelf to read any 
one of them from the firft to the laft page; becaufe, in my opinion, they 
are all of the fame flamp, without any eflential difference; and indeed that 
kind of compofition feems inferior to the Milefian fables, which are no 
other than extravagant tales calculated for meer amulement, without any 
tendency to inftrudtion : on the contrary, the fcope of your apologues, is 
to convey inftrudtion and delight together. Now, though the principal 
intention of thofe books is to delight and entertain the reader, I do not 
fee how they can anfwer that end, being, as they are, fluffed with fuch 
improbable nonfenfe : for, the pleafure that the foul conceives, is from 
the beauty and harmony of thofe things which are contemplated by the 
view, or fuggefted by the imagination; fo, that we can receive no pleafure 
from objects that are unnatural and deformed. And what beauty, fymme- 
try or proportion can be obferved in a book, containing the hiftory of a 
youth of feventeen, who, with one back-ftroke, cuts through the middle a 
giant like a tower, with as much eafe as if  he had been made of paftc; 
and in the defcription of a battle, after having obferved, that there are no 
lefs than a million of combatants on the fide oppofite to that which our 
author efpoufes, we muft, in defpite of common lenfe, believe, that fuch 
a knight obtained the victory, by the Angle valour of his invincible arm. 
Then, how fhall we account for the confidence with which fome queen, 
emprefs, or orphan heirefs, throws herfelf into the protection of an un­
known knight-errant? 'What mind, if  not wholly barbarous and unculti­
vated, can be pleafed with an account of a huge tower full of knights, 
failing upon the fea, like a fhip before the wind; being over-night, upon 
the coaft of Lombardy, and next morning arrived in the dominions of 
Prefter John, in the Indies, or in fome other country which Ptolemy never 
difcovered, nor Marcus Polus ever faw ? I f  to this obfervation, it be anfwered, 
that the authors of thofe books do not pretend that the ffories they con­
tain, are true ; and therefore, they are under no neceflity of adhering to 
fuch niceties of compofition : I reply, that fiction is always the better, the 
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nearer it refembles truth, and agreeable in proportion to the probability 
it bears, and the doubtful credit which it infpires. Wherefore, all fuch 
fables ought to be fuited to the underflanding of thofe who read them, and 
written fo, as that by foftening impoflibilities, fmoothing what is rough, 
and keeping the mind in fulpence, they may furprize, agreeably perplex, 
and entertain, creating equal admiration and delight; and thefe never can 
be excited by authors who forfake probability and imitation, in which the 
perfection o f writing confifts. I have never as yet feen, in any book o f 
chivalry, an intire body o f a fable, with all its members fo proportioned, 
as that the middle correfponds with the beginning, and the end is fuitable 
to both ; on the contrary, one would think the authors intention is com­
monly to form a chimera or monfler, inltead o f a figure well proportion­
ed in all its parts. Befides, their ftile is ufually harfh, their atchievements 
incredible, their amours lafeivious, their courtefy impertiment, their bat­
tles tedious, their dialogue infipid, their voyages extravagant, and, in fliort, 
the whole void o f all ingenuity of invention ; fo that they deferve to be 
banifhed as ufelefs members from every chriftian commonwealth.”

The curate, who had liftened with great attention, hearing the canon 
talk fo fenfibly, looked upon him as a man o f excellent underftanding, and 
alfented to every thing he faid, obferving that, in confequence o f his being 
o f  the fame opinion, and o f the grudge he bore to fuch books o f chivalry, 
he had burned a great number o f thofe that belonged to Don Quixote. 
He then gave him a detail o f the ferutiny which had been made, diftin- 
guifhing fuch as he fpared, from thofe that he condemned to the flames.

The traveller laughed heartily at this account o f fuch an extraordinary 
trial, faying, that notwithftanding what he had advanced to the difad van­
tage o f fuch books, there was one thing in them which he could not but 
approve; namely, the fubjeCt they prefented for a good genius to difplay 
itfelf, opening a large and ample field in which the pen might, at leifure, 
expatiate, in the defeription o f fhipwrecks, tempefts, battles and encoun­
ters ; painting a valiant general with all his neceffary accomplifhments, 
fage and penetrating into the enemy’s defigns; eloquent and effectual, either 
in perfuading or diffuading his foldiers, ripe in council, prompt in execu­
tion, and equally brave in Handing or in giving an aflault. One while,, 
recounting a piteous, tragical f lo ry ; at another time, deferibing a joyful 
and unexpected event i here, a mofl beautiful lady endued with virtue, 
diferetion and referve; there, a chriftian knight poffeffed o f courtefy and 
valour; in a third place, an outrageous boafting barbarian; and in a fourth, 
a polite,, confiderate gallant prince ; not forgetting to deferibe the faith and 
loyalty o f vaffals, together with the grandeur and generofity o f great 
men. The author may aifo fhevv himfelf an aftrologer, geographer, mufi-
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cian, and well /killed in ftate-affairs; nay, i f  he be fo minded, he will 
fometimes have an opportunity of manifefting his /kill in negromancy and 
magic : he may reprefent the cunning of Ulyffes, the piety of fEneas, 
the valour of Achilles, the misfortunes of Hedtor, the perfidy of Sinon, 
the friendfhip of Euryalus, the liberality o f Alexander, the ability of Cse- 
far, the clemency and candour of Trajan, the fidelity of Zopyrus, the 
wifdom of Cato, and finally, all thofe qualifications which conftitute the 
perfection of an illuftrious hero j fometimes, uniting them in one, fome­
times dividing them into feveral characters; and the whole being expreff- 
ed in an agreeable ftile and ingenious invention, that borders as near as 
poffible, upon the truth, will, doubtlefs, produce a web of fuch various 
and beautiful texture, as when finifhed, to difplay that perfection which 
will attain the chief end and fcope of fuch writings, which, as I have al­
ready obferved, is to convey inflruCtion mingled with delight. Befides, 
the unlimited composition o f fuch books gives the author opportunities 
o f Shewing his talents in epics, lyrics, tragedy and comedy, and all the 
different branches of the delicious and agreeable arts of poetry and rheto­
ric : for, epics may be written in profe as well as verfe.”
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In which the canon profecutes the Subject o f knight-errantry, and makes 
other obfervations worthy of his genius.

"  TV \  R . canon, faid the curate, what you have obferved, is extremely 
1 V 1  juft 5 and therefore thofe authors deferve the greater reprehenfion, 

who have compofed fuch books, without the lealt regard to good fenle or 
the rules of art, by which they might have conducted their plans, and 
rendered themfelves as famous in. profe as the two princes o f Greek and 
Latin poetry are now in verfe.” “  I, myfelf, replied the canon, have 
been tempted to write a book of chivalry, obferving all the maxims and 
precautions I have now laid down : nay, to tell you the truth, no lefs than 
an hundred flieets of it are already written ; and, in order to try if  my 
own opinion of it was well founded, I have communicated my perform­
ance to a great many people, who are paffionately fond of that kind of 
reading, not only, men of learning and tafle, but alfo ignorant perfons, 
who chiefly delight in extravagant adventures j and I have been favoured 
with the agreeable approbation of them a l l : nevertheless, I have not pro­
ceeded in the w ork; bccaufe, I not only thought it foreign to my profef- 
fion, but, likewife concluded, that the world abounds much more with
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fools than people o f fenfe j and though an author had better be applaud­
ed by the few that are wife, than laughed at by the many that are foolifh,
I was unwilling to expofe myfelf to the uninformed judgment o f the ar­
rogant vulgar, whofe province it principally is, to read books o f this kind : 
but, what contributed moft, to my laying afide the pen, and indeed all 
thoughts o f bringing the work to a conclufion, was, a refledtion I made 
upon the comedies o f the prefent age. If, faid I to myfelf, our mo­
dern plays, not only thole which are formed upon fidtion, but likewife 
fuch as are founded on the truth o f hiftory, are all, or for the greateft 
part, univerfally known to be monftrous productions, without either head 
or tail, and yet received with pleafure by the multitude, who approve and 
elteem them as excellent performances, though they are far from deferving 
that title ; and if  the authors who compofe, and the adtors who reprefent 
them, affirm, that this and no other method is to be practifed, becaufe the 
multitude muff: be pleafed j that thofe which bear the marks o f contriv­
ance, and produce a fable digefted according to the rules o f art, ferve on­
ly for entertainment to four or five people o f tafte, who difcern the beau­
ties o f the plan, which utterly efcape all the reff: o f the audience j and 
that it is better for them to gain a comfortable livelihood by the many, 
than ftarve upon reputation with the few ; at this rate, faid I, i f  I fhould 
finifh my book, after having fcorched every hair in my whifkers, in por­
ing over it, to preferve thofe rules and precepts already mentioned, I  might 
fare at laff:, like the *fagacious botcher, who fewed for nothing, and 
found his cuftomers in thread. I have fometimes endeavoured to per- 
fuade the players, that they were mifliaken in their maxims j and that they 
would bring more company to their houfe, and acquire much more repu­
tation, by reprefenting regular comedies, than fuch abfurd performances; 
but, I always found them fo obftinately bigotted to their own fancies, 
that no evidence or demonftration could alter their opinion in the leaft. 
I remember, I once faid to one o f thofe pragmatic fellows, Don’t you 
recoiled, that a few years ago, three tragedies were aCted, compoled by a 
celebrated poet o f this kingdom ; and that they raifed admiration, plea­
fure and furprize, in all who faw them exhibited, gentle as well as fimple, 
ignorant as well as learned, and brought more money to the aCtors than 
thirty o f the beff: that have fince appeared ? Doubtlefs, anfwered the 
player, you mean, Ifabella, Phillis, and Alexandria ?” The very fame, 
faid I ; and pray take notice, whether or not they are compofed according 
to rule, or failed to pleafe every body, becaufe they were regular ? Where­
fore, the fault does not lie in the multitude’s demanding abfurdities, but, in 
thofe who can reprefent nothing elfe; for, there is nothing abfurd in the play

* A Spani/h proverb, applicable to a great many modern projedlors and reformers.
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of Ingratitude Revenged, nor in Numantia, the Merchant Lover, the Fa­
vourable female Foe, nor in fome others which were compofed by poets of 
genius, to their own reputation, and the advantage o f thofe who repre- 
fented them. I made ufe of many more arguments, by which he feemed 
to be confuted, though not fo much fatisfied or convinced, as to retrad 
his erroneous opinions.”

“  Mr. canon, faid the curate, interrupting him in this place, the fub- 
jed  you have touched upon awakes in me an old grudge I have bore to 
our modern plays, even equal to that I entertain againft books of chivalry. 
Comedy, according to Tully, ought to be the mirrour of life, the exem­
plar of manners, and pidure of truth; whereas thofe that are reprefented 
in this age, are mirrours of abfurdity, exemplars of folly, and pictures 
o f lewdnefs ; for, fure nothing can be more abfurd, in a dramatic per­
formance, than to fee the perfon, who in the firft fcene o f the firft ad>. 
was produced a child in fwaddling-cloaths, appear a full grown man with 
a beard, in the fecond; or to reprefent an old man adive and valiant, a 
young foldier cowardly, a footman eloquent, a page a counfellor, a king, 
a porter, and a princefs a fcullion. Then, what lhall we fay concerning 
their management of the time and place, in which the adions have, or 
may be fuppofed to have, happened? I have feen a comedy, the firft a d  o f 
which was laid in Europe, the fecond in Afia, and the third was finilhed 
in Africa ; nay had there been a fourth, the fcene would have fhifted to 
America, fo that the fable would have travelled through all the four divi— 
fions of the globe. I f  imitation be the chief aim of comedy, how can any 
ordinary underftanding be fatisfied with feeing an adion that pafied in 
the time of king Pepin and Charlemagne, in which the latter had the 
principal fhare, afcribed to the emperor Heraclius, who, like Godfrey of 
Bulloign, carried the crofs into Jerufalem, and made himfelf niafter o f 
the holy fepulchre j an infinite number of years having pafied between 
the one and the other. Or, when a comedy is founded upon fidion, to 
fee fcraps of real hiftory introduced, and fads mifreprefented both with 
regard to perfons and times; not with any ingenuity of contrivance, but 
with the rnoft manifeft and inexcufable errors and ftupidity : and what is 
worft of all, there is a fet of ignorant pretenders, who call this the per- 
fedion of w riting; and that every attempt to fucceed by a contrary me­
thod is no other than a wild-goofe chace*. Again, if  we confider thole 
plays that are written on divine fubjeds, how many falfe miracles do they 
contain ? how many apocryphal events mifunderftood by the author, who 
frequently confounds the operations of one faint with thofe of another r1 
nay, in prophane lubjeds, they have the aflurance to work miracles, for

* Bufiar Gullcrias, fignifies to feek dainties.
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no other refpeCt or confideration, but becaufe they think fuch a miracle 
will make a very decent appearance in fuch a place; and, as they term it, 
attraCt the admiration o f the vulgar, and bring them in crouds to the play : 
but, all this redounds to the prejudice o f truth, the contempt o f hiftory, 
and fcandal of our Spanilh wits j fo that the authors o f other nations, 
who punctually obferve the unities o f the drama, conclude, that we are 
barbarous and ignorant, from our abfurd and prepofterous productions. 
Neither is it a fufficient excufe, to fay, that the intent o f all well-governed 
commonwealths, in permitting public plays to be aCted, is to entertain 
the common people with fome honeft recreation, in order to divert thofe 
bad humours which idlenefs ufually engenders; and that, fince this end 
is anfwered by any play whatever, either good or bad, there is no occafion 
to cramp and limit the authors or aCfors to the juft laws o f compofition; 
the purpofe o f the legiflature being, as I have faid, accompliftied without 
any fuch reftriCtion. T o  this fuggeftion, Ianfwer, that the fame end, with­
out any fort o f comparifon, will be much better anfwered by good than 
bad comedies ; for, after having feen an artful and well-digefted play re- 
prefented, the hearer will go away, delighted with the comic parts, in- 
ftruCted by the ferious, and agreeably furprized with the incidents; col­
lecting information from the dialogue, precaution from the deceits o f the 
fable, experience from the examples exhibited, affeCtion for virtue, and in­
dignation for vice. All thefe fenfations, I fay, will a good comedy excite 
in the fpeclator’s mind, let it be never fo ftupid and uncultivated ; for, 
o f all impoflibilities, it is the moft impoftible, that a comedy, thus perfeCt 
in all its parts, fhould not yield more entertainment, fatisfaCfion, and de­
light, than one that is defective in each particular, as the greateft part o f 
our modern pieces are. Neither is this want o f correCtnefs always to 
be laid to the author’s charge for, there are fome poets among us 
who are perfectly well acquainted with the rules o f writing, and could 
eafily avoid any fuch errors o f compofition; but as their pieces are made 
for fale, they fay, it is very true, that the players would not purchafe them, 
if  they were o f any other ftamp : fo that the author is fain to accommo­
date himfelf to the demand o f the aCfor who pays him for his work. The 
truth o f this obfervation evidently appears in a great number o f come­
dies, which have been compofed by a molt happy genius o f thefe * king­
doms, with fo much wit, pleafantry, elegance o f verfification, genteel dia­
logue, fententious gravity, and finally, with fuch elocution and fublimity 
o f ftile, that the whole world refounds with his fam e: yet, in fuiting him­
felf to the falfe tafte o f the aCtors, he hath not been able to bring them all 
to the requifite point o f perfection. Others again, are fo inconliderale in

* Lopez de Vega Carpio.
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their productions, that after reprefentation, the players have been fre­
quently obliged to fly, and abfcond, for fear o f chaftifement, on account 
of having exhibited fomething to the prejudice of royal heads, or diflio- 
nour of noble families: now, all thefe inconveniencies, with many more 
that I do not choofe to mention, might be prevented, i f  there was at court, 
feme perfon of tafte and learning, appointed to examine every dramatic 
performance before its appearance on the flage 5 and this precaution fhould 
arfeCt not only the plays compofed in Madrid, but, all pieces whatever 
to be reprefented within the monarchy of Spain ; for, without the appro­
bation of this licenfer, figned and fealed, no magiftrates fhould allow any 
production to be aCted within the bounds of his jurifdiCtion. In confe- 
quence of this expedient, the a<5tors would take care to fubmit every play 
to the cenfure of the examiner, that they might afterwards reprefent them 
with fafety ; and the authors would employ more caution and fludy in 
their compofitions, knowing that they rnuft pafs the rigorous examination 
o f an intelligent judge : in this manner, good comedies would be produc­
ed, and the aim of l'uch writings happily accomplifhed, to the entertain­
ment of the people, and the credit of Spanifh wits; while the aCtors would 
reprefent them with fecurity and advantage, and the flate be exempted 
from the trouble of chaftifing fuch delinquents. And if the fame licenfer,. 
or any other perfon, were inverted with the charge of examining books of 
chivalry, before they fee the light, fome performances of that fort would 
certainly appear in all the perfection you have deferibed, enriching our 
language with the delighful and precious treafure of eloquence j while the 
old romances would be entirely eclipfed by the light of the new, that would 
furnifh rational amufement not only for the idle, but alfo for thole who 
are molt indultrious feeing, it is impoflible for the bow to continue al­
ways bent, or that feeble nature can lubfift, without fome innocent re­
creation.”
^  Thus far had the canon and curate proceeded in their converfation,. 
when the barber coming up to them, faid to his townfman, “  Mr. Licen­
tiate, this is the place in which I propofed to halt, that the oxen might 
have frefh pafture in abundance.” The curate approved of the hint, and. 
communicated their intention to the canon, who refolved to rtay with 
them, being invited by the rttuation of a delicious valley that pnefented it- 
felf to liis view ; that he might, therefore, enjoy the agreeable ipot, toge­
ther with the converfation of the curate, for whom he had already con­
ceived an affection, and be more particularly informed of Don Quixote & 
exploits, he ordered his domeltics to proceed to an inn, which w as not 
far off, and bring from thence victuals fufficient for the whole company 3: 
for he was refolved to fpend the afternoon where he was. One of the:
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fervants told him that the fumpter-mule, which by that time had readied 
the inn, carried provifion enough, and that they fhould want nothing but 
barley for the beafts. “  I f  that be the cafe, faid the canon, carry the reft 
to the inn, and bring the fumpter-mule hither.”

Mean while, Sancho perceiving that he might now fpeak to his mailer, 
without being overheard by the curate and barber, o f whom he was full 
picious, approached the cage, and thus addreffed himfelf to the k n igh t:
“  Truly, Sir, in order to dilburthen my confcience, I m ull tell you fome- 
thing concerning this fame enchantment. Thefe people, with malks on 
their faces, are no other than the curate and barber o f our town, who, I 
verily believe, have contrived to carry you off, in this manner, out o f 
pure envy and fpite, becaufe your worlhip has got the heels o f them in 
your famous achievem ents: now, this being fuppofed, it follows, as plain 
as the nofe upon my face, that you are not enchanted, but rather fooled 
and bamboozled. As a proof o f which, I defire to alk you one quellion, 
which i f  you anfwer, as I do believe you will, your worlhip may clap 
your ten fingers on the trick, and perceive that you are not enchanted, but 
that your whole brain is turned topfy-turvy.” “  A lk what you will, fon 
Sancho, replied Don Quixote, I will freely anfwer, and fatisfy your doubts 
to the bell o f my power : with regard to your faying, that thofe who at­
tend us, are our friends and townfmen the curate and barber, fo, indeed, 
they may appear to your eye ; but, that they are really and effectually fo, 
you mull, by no means, believe; on the contrary, you are to conclude, 
that if  they refemble our friends, the enchanters, who can affume what 
form they pleafe, have taken that appearance and refemblance, to miflead 
your credit, and bewilder your imagination in fuch a labyrinth o f perplex­
ity, that even the clue o f Thefeus would not extricate your thoughts: 
befides, they may have done it with a view o f confounding my judgment, 
that I might not be able to guefs from what quarter my misfortune pro­
ceeds } for, i f  on one hand, you affirm, that I am attended by the bar­
ber and curate o f our town ; and on the other, I find myfelf encaged, 
though I am fenfible, that nothing but fupernatural force could fuffice to 
confine me thus, what would you have me fay or think, but, that the 
manner o f my enchantment exceeds every thing I have read in all the 
hillories that treat o f inchanted knights ? Wherefore, fet your heart at 
reft, and take it for granted, that thele are as far from being th« perfons 
you have mentioned as I am from being a Turk. W ith refpeCt to thy 
defire o f alking me queftions, I repeat my promife o f anfwering, even if  
thy interrogation fhould laft till to-morrow morning.” “  God’s bleffed 
m other! cried the fquire with great vociferation, is it poftible that your 
worlhip can be fo thick-lkulled and brainlels, as not to perceive the truth
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o f what I alledge, and fee that this imprifonment and misfortune is more 
owing to malice than enchantment ? But, feeing it is fo, I will venture to 
prove, beyond all contradidtion, that you are no more enchanted than my 
a fs : tell me, therefore, as God fhall deliver you from this mifchance, and 
as you hope to fee yourfelf in the arms of my lady Dulcinea, when you 
leaft expedt any fuch good luck— .” “  Truce with thy conjuration, faid the 
knight, and alk what thou w ilt; I have already promifed to anfwer with the 
utmoft pundluality.” “  That is my requeft, anfwered Sancho; and what 
I  want to know, is, that your worfhip will tell me, without eking or curtail­
ing God’s precious truth, but, in honeft fimplicity o f heart, as one may, 
and doth expedt from thofe who, like your worfhip, profefs the occupation of 
arms, under the title o f knights-errant— .” “  I tell thee, cried the knight, in­
terrupting him, I will not in the leaft prevaricate : difpatch then, Sancho, 
for, truly, I am quite tired with fo many falvos, follicitations and preambles." 
“  I make fo bold, replied the fquire, becaufe I am well aware o f my ma- 
fter’s goodnefs and fincerity, which being as it were to the purpofe, I alk, 
(with reverence be it fpoken) whether or not, fince you have been confined, 
and as you fuppofe, inchanted in this cage, your worfhip hath felt any 
motion or defire to undam either way, as the faying is ?” “ I do not know 
what you mean by undamming, anfwered Don Quixote ; you mull: be more 
explicit, Sancho, i f  you expedt an anfwer to the purpofe.” “  Is it poftible, 
faid the fquire, that your worfhip fhould be ignorant of the meaning of 
the word undamming, which is the firft thing the boys learn at fchool ? 
Well then, you muft know, I wanted to alk if  you never had any inclina­
tion to do that which no body elfe can do for you.” <c Now I underftand 
thee, Sancho, faid the knight; verily, I have had divers calls of that na­
ture, one of which is at prefent very importunate: pray, fall upon fome. 
method to difembarrafs me ; for, I believe all is not fo fweet and clean as it 
ought to be.”
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The fage converfation that pafled between Sancho Panza and his mafter
Don Quixote.

“  T  T  A ! cried Sancho, have I caught you at laft ? this is what I wanted to 
A  X  know, with all my heart and foul3 come on, fir, there is no denying 

o f what is commonly faid, when any perfon is in the dumps, I know not what 
is the matter with fucli an one3 he neither eats, drinks, nor fleeps, nor anfwers 
to the purpofe, when he is fpoke to 3 fure the man muft be enchanted: from 
whence we are to conclude, that thofe who are enchanted neither eat, drink, 
fieep, nor do their natural occafions, as I have obferved 3 but, this is not the 
cafe with fuch as are difturbed with the inclination that your worfhip at pre- 
fent feels, drinking when they can get liquor, eating when they can lay hold 
on food, and giving plain anfwers to every queftion that is afked.” “  Thou 
art in the right, replied Don Q uixote: but, I have already told thee, that 
there are different kinds o f enchantment 3 and time may have fo intirely al­
tered the fafhion, that thofe who are under the power o f enchantment in this 
age may, like me, retain the ufe o f their faculties, tho’ it was quite otherwife 
o f  old 3 fo, that there is no arguing or drawing confequences, againft the 
different pradtice o f different times. I am fenfible and certain of my being 
enchanted 3 and that is fufficient for the quiet o f my confcience, which 
would give me great uneafinefs, i f  I had the lead: doubt about my fate, and 
allowed myfelf to be in this cage, like an idle coward, deceitfully with­
holding my fuccour from a great number o f the needy and oppreffed, who, 
at this very hour, muft be in the moft abfolute and extreme neceflity, from 
the want of my aid and protection.” “  Neverthelefs, anfwered the fquire, 
for your more abundant fatisfadlion, your worfhip, methinks, might try to 
efcape from this prifon 3 for my own part, I ’ll be bound not only to give my 
affiftance, but even to work your deliverance, and then you may endeavour 
to remount your trufty Rozinante, who trudges along as melancholy and 
fad as if  he was enchanted alfo. This being performed, let us try our fate 
once more, in queft o f adventures 3 and if they do not turn out to our ex­
pectation, it will be time enough to return to the cage, in which, I  pro- 
mife, on the faith o f a true and loyal fquire, to fhut myfelf up with your 
worfhip, i f  perchance, thro’ your ill fortune or my folly, this that I men­
tion, fhould not fucceed.” “  I am content to follow thy counfel, brother 
Sancho, replied the knight, and whenever thou fhalt perceive a proper con­
juncture for effecting my deliverance, I w ill implicitly obey thee in every
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thing; but, thou wilt Toon find thyfelf deceived in thy opinion of my mif- 
hap.”

This converfation between the knight-errant and the erring fquire, lafted 
until they arrived at the place in which the curate, canon and barber, who 
had already alighted, waited for them. The waggoner immediately un­
yoking his oxen, turned them loofe in that verdant and delicious fpot, the 
coolnefs o f which was extremely inviting, not only to enchanted people, 
like Don Quixote, but alfo to perfons o f intelligence and diferetion, like 
his fquire, who befought the curate to let his matter come out of the cage, 
for a few minutes; becaufe, without fuch permittion, the prifon would not 
be quite fo clean as the decency of fuch a knight required. The curate un- 
derftanding what he meant, told him that he would willingly grant his re- 
queft, were he not under fome apprehenfion, that his matter, finding himfelf 
at liberty, would play one of his old pranks, and be gone where men fliould 
never fee his face again. “  I will be bound for his good behaviour,” anfwer- 
ed Sancho: “  And I alfo, faidthe canon, efpecially, if  he will promife, on the 
word of a knight, not to ftir from our prefence, until he fhall have obtained 
our confent.

“  I w ill: (cried the knight,, who overheard all that pafied) the more fo, 
as one who, like me, is enchanted, cannot be at liberty to make ufe of his 
own perfon j for, the enchanter can fo utterly deprive him of all motion, 
that he fhall not be able to ftir from the place, for three whole ages; and 
if  he fliould make his efcape, would whifk him back thro’ the air, in a 
twinkling,” This being the cafe, he faid, they might very fafely un­
cage him, efpecially as fuch indulgence would redound to the benefit of 
the whole company j for, he protefted, that if  they did not comply with 
his prefent neceflities, he fhould be obliged to incommode their fenfe of 
fmelling, unlefs they removed to a greater diftance, from the place of his 
confinement-

The canon, confiding in his word and honour, took him by the hands, 
tied as they were, and helped him to defeend from his cage : then the knight 
being infinitely rejoiced at his momentary deliverance, ftretched every joint in 
his body, and going up to Rozinante, gave him a flap on the buttocks, fay­
ing, “  I ftill hope in God and his blefied mother, thou flower and mirrour 
o f fteeds! that in aftiort time,, we fhall both obtain our heart’s defire j thou 
prancing under the agreeable preffure of thy lord, and I mounted upon thy 
trufty back, exerciling the employment for w-hidi heaven fent me into the 
world.” Having pronounced this apoftrophe, he retired with Sancho to 
a remote place, from whence he returned much eafed and comforted, and 
more defirous than ever of executing the project of his fquire. *The canon 
could not help gazing upon him, being ftruck with admiration, at- the
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ftrange unaccountable fymptoms o f his diforderj for, in all his conversa­
tion and replies, he gave evident proofs o f an excellent underftanding, and 
never loft himfelf * , except on the fubje£t o f chivalry, as we have for­
merly obferved: he was therefore touched with companion for his infirmi­
ty, and when the whole company were Seated on the grafs, waiting for 
the return of the fumpter-mule, addrefted himfelf to the knight in this 
m anner:

“  Is it poflible, good fir, that the idle and unlucky reading o f books o f 
chivalry, can have fo far impaired your judgment, as that you Should now 
believe yourfelf inchanted, and give credit to other illufions o f the fame 
kind, which are as far from being true as truth is diftant from falfehood ?
Is it poflible that the human underftanding can fuppofe that ever this 
world produced that infinite number o f Amadifes, with the whole crowd 
o f famous knights, fo many emperors o f Trebifond, Fleximartes of H yr- 
cania, palfreys, damfels, Serpents, dragons, and giants ■, fo many incredi­
ble adventures, enchantments o f different kinds, battles, dreadful encoun­
ters, magnificence o f apparel, enamoured princeffes, Squires created earls, 
witty dwarfs, billets, amorous expreflions, valiant ladies, and finally, Such 
extravagant events as are contained in books o f knight-errantry ? For my 
own part, when I read a performance of that fort, without reflecting that 
it is a legend o f vanity and lies, my imagination is a little amufed, but, as 
Soon as I begin to confider it in the right point o f view, I dafh the volume 
againft the wall, and would even commit it to the flames, (if I Should 
chance to be near a fire) as a criminal richly deferving Such punifhment, 
on account o f its falfehood and impofture, fo contrary to nature, and bewil­
dered from the traCt o f common fenfe; and as an inventor o f new Sects and 
prepofterous ways o f life ; mifleading and inducing the ignorant vulgar to be­
lieve the abfurdities which it contains: nay, fo prefumptuous are Such produc­
tions as to difturb the minds o f gentlemen o f birth and education, as may be 
too plainly perceived by their effects upon you, Signor, whom they have re­
duced to Such a pafs, as to make it neceffary that you Should be cooped up in a 
cage, and transported from place to place, on a waggon, like a lion or tyger, 
exhibited as a Shew, for money. Go to, fignor Don Quixote, have pity upon 
yourfelf, return into the bofom o f discretion, and put thofe happy talents 
which heaven hath been pleafed to beftow upon you, to abetter ufej em­
ploying your genius in other Studies, which may redound to the increaie 
o f your honour, as well as to the good o f your foul j or, i f  Swayed by your 
natural inclination, you are ftill defirous o f reading the hiftories o f exploits 
and atchievements, you may have recourfe to the book o f Judges, in the 
holy Scripture j and there you will find real miracles o f might, and actions

* Literally, Never loft the ftirrups.
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equally yaliant and true. Portugal produced a Viriatus, Rome a Caefar, 
Carthage an Hannibal, Greece an Alexander, Caftile a count Fernan 
Gon9ales, Valencia a Cid, Andalufia a Gonzalo Fernandez, Eftremadura a 
Diego Garcia de Paredes, Xerez a Garcia Perez de Vargas, Toledo a Garci- 
lafto, Sevil a Don Manuel de Leon the hiftory of their valiant exploits 
will afford entertainment, inftruCtion, furprize and delight, to readers of 
the moll: fublime conception. Such ftudy as this would be worthy o f the 
good fenfe of fignor Don Quixote, who would thus become learned in hifto­
ry, enamoured of virtue, improved in worth, bettered in morals, brave with­
out rafhnefs, cautious without cowardice j while the whole would redound 
to the honour of God, his own particular emolument, and the renown of 
La Mancha, from whence I underftand his family and origin is derived.” 

Don Quixote liftened with infinite attention to this harrangue j and even 
after he perceived it was finifhed, looked ftedfaftly at the canon for lome 
time, before he anfwered in thefe words: “  Signor Hidalgo, if  I am not 
miftaken, the fcope of your difcourfe was to convince me that there never 
were knights-errant in this world; that all the books o f chivalry are falfe, 
deceitful, unprofitable, nay, mifchievous in a commonwealth; that I have 
been much to blame in reading, more fo in believing, and moft of all in 
imitating the characters they defcribe, by following the moft painful pro- 
feffion of knight-errantry j and laftly, you deny that ever there was an 
Amadis, either of Gaul or Greece, or that any one of that vaft number of 
knights recorded in thofe writings had any real exiftence.” “  You have 
exactly fummed up my allegations,” faid the canon. “  You were likewife 
pleafed to add, refumed the knight, that fuch books had done me infinite 
prejudice, impaired my judgment, and reduced me to the necelfity of being 
confined in a cage; and that I would do well to amend and alter my courfe 
o f ftudies, and to ufe performances which contain more truth, inftruCtion, 
and delight.” “  That, faid the canon, was my precife meaning.” “  Why, 
then, cried Don Quixote, in my opinion, the perfon impaired in his judg­
ment, and inchanted, is no other than your worftiip, who have prefumed to 
utter fuch blafphemies againft an order fo well received in the world, and 
eftablilhed as truth, that he who like you denies it, deferves the fame pu- 
nilhment you inflicted upon thofe books that gave you difguft; for, to fay 
that there never was fuch a perfon as Amadis, or any other of thofe adventu­
rous knights, with whom hiftory abounds, is like an endeavour to perluade 
people, that froft is not cold, that the fun yields no light, and the earth no 
fuftenance. W ill any earthly eloquence make me believe that the ftory of 
the infanta Floripes, and Guy of Burgundy, is falle; or, that of Fierabras, 
with the bridge of Mantible, which happened in the time of Charlemagne, 
and I vow to God ! is as true as that the fun Ihines at noon-day ? I f  this be
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a lie, you may alfo affirm, that there never was fuch an event as the T ro­
jan war, nor fuch perfons as Hedtor and Achilles, or the twelve peers o f 
France, or Arthur king o f England, who to this day furvives in the like- 
nefs o f a raven, and is every moment expedted to reafcend his throne. 
People may as well venture to lay, that the hidory o f Guarino Mezquino, 
and the fuit o f St. Grial, are pure fidtion; and look upon the amours o f 
Don Tridan  and queen Ifeo, with thofe o f Ginebra and Lan^arot, as alto­
gether apocryphal; tho’ there are people who almod remember to have feen 
the duenna Quintanona, who was the bed: wine-lkinker in Great Britain : 
this is fo true, that I m ylelf have heard my grandmother by the father’s fide, 
often fay, when file happened to fee a duenna with a reverend *  biggen, 
“  Grandfon, there is a perfon very like the duenna Quintanona.” From  
whence I conclude, that fhe mult either have known her perfonally, or at 
lead, feen fome picture o f that venerable m atron: then, who can deny the 
hidory o f Peter o f Provence, and the fair Magalona, fince, to this day, 
may be feen, in the royal armoury, the very peg that turned the wooden 
horfe upon which the valiant Peter travelled thro’ the a ir; by the fame 
token, that it is fomething larger than the pole o f a coach, and Hands hard 
by the faddle o f Babieca: nay, at Roncevalles, you may fee Orlando’s horn, 
as big as a weaver’s beam. From  all which circumdances we may judly 
infer, that the twelve peers, the Peters, the Cids, with all thofe who were 
called knights-errant, adluallyexided, according to the records o f their fam e: 
otherwife, they may as well deny, that the valiant Portugeze, Ju an  de 
Merlo was a knight-errant; tho’ it is well known, that he went to Bur­
gundy, and fought againd the city o f Ras, with the famous lord o f Charne, 
called Monfeigneur Pierre, and afterwards in the city o f Bafil, with 
Monfeigneur Henrique de R em edan ; gaining the victory in each o f 
thefe combats, with abundance o f honourable fam e: neither, I fuppofc; 
will they credit the defiance and adventures that were alfo atchieved in B u r­
gundy, by thofe valiant Spaniards Pedro Barba and Guttierre Quixada, 
(from whom I am lineally defcended on the father’s fide) who conquered 
the fons o f the count de St. P a u l: nay, let them likewife refufe to own that 
Don Fernando de Guevara went in qued o f adventures into Germany, 
where he fought with Meffire George, a knight o f the houfhold to the 
duke o f A u d ria ; and fay that the juds and tournaments at Suero de Quir 
nones, and the pafs, were meer illufion, as well as the enterprizes o f M oiir 
feigneurLewis deFalfes, againd Don Gon^alodeGuzm anyaCadilian knight; 
togetlier with many other exploits performed by chridian warriors belong­
ing to thefe and other foreign realms, fo authentic and true, that (I repeat 
my adeveration) he who denies them is void o f all reafon and common fenfe.*?
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The canon was ftruck with admiration, when he heard Don Quixote 
utter fuch a medley of fiftion and truth; and perceiving that he was inti­
mately acquainted with every circumftance regarding and concerning the 
atchievements of knight-errantry, anfvvered him in thefe words: “  Signor 
Don Quixote, I cannot deny but what you have faid, is partly true, parti­
cularly that which regards the Spanifh knights: I grant alfo, that there was 
an order called the twelve peers o f France, but cannot believe that they per­
formed all thofe exploits recounted by archbilhop T urpin ; for, the truth 
is, they were a fet o f knights, chofen by the kings of France, under the 
title of the twelve Peers, becaufe they were all equal in point of virtue, 
rank and valour: at leaf!, i f  they were not, they ought to have been pof- 
felfed of this parity o f qualifications j for, it was an aflociation refembling 
the modern orders of St. Jago and Calatrava, which fuppofe that every 
member is valiant, virtuous and noble; and as we now fay, a knight of 
St. Juan or Alcantara, in thofe days, they faid a knight of the twelve 
peers j becaufe thofe who profeffed that military order were equal, in 
all refpe&s, and twelve in number: that there were fuch perfons as 
the Cid and Bernardo del Carpio, I make no queftion j but, whether or 
not they performed all thofe exploits which are aferibed to them, is, I be­
lieve, extremely doubtful: with refpect to the peg of count Peter, which, 
you fay, Hands by the faddle of Babieca, in the royal armoury, to my fhame 
be it fpoken, I am either fo ignorant or fhort-fighted, that altho’ I have 
feen the faddle, I could never obferve the peg, large as you have been 
pleafed to deferibe it.”  “  But, there it certainly is, replied the knight; and 
what makes it the more remarkable, it is faid to be kept in a cafe of calves 
leather, that it may not ruft.” “  It may be fo, faid the canon; but, by 
my holy orders! I do not remember to have feen any fuch thing: yet, 
granting it to be in that place, I am not therefore bound to believe the {lo­
ries that are recounted of fo many Amadifes, and fuch a rabble of knights: 
nor is it reafonable, that a perfon of honour, like you, endowed with fo 
many happy talents, fhould give credit to fuch extravagant rhodomontades 
as are related in the lying legends of knight-errantry.”
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O f the fage conteft between Don Quixote and the canon, with other events.

“  A  Good jeft, tru ly ! replied Don Quixote, that books printed with 
j L J l the licence o f kings, and approbation o f thofe who are ap­

pointed to examine them, read with univerfal delight, celebrated by great 
andfm all, rich and poor, knights and plebeians, the learned and illiterate} 
finally, by perfons o f all ranks and degrees whatever, fhould contain no­
thing but lies; notwithftanding the appearance o f truth which they main­
tain, in mentioning the father, mother, country, relations, condition, birth­
place } and in giving an exaCt journal o f the exploits peculiar to every in­
dividual knigh t: ceale therefore, good fir, to vent fuch blafphemy, and be­
lieve, that in this particular, I advife you to a£t according to the dictates of 
good fenfe: read them again, and you will fee what pleafure you will reap 
for your pains} for, what can be more entertaining than to fee, as it were, 
before our eyes, a vaft lake o f boiling pitch, thro’ which an infinite num­
ber o f ferpents, fnakes, and alligators, with many other kinds o f fierce and 
terrible creatures, are continually winding and writhing along; then to 
hear a mod difmal voice that feems to iffue from the middle o f this pitchy 
pool, pronounce, “  O kn igh t! whofoever thou art, that now ftandefl gaz­
ing at the dreadful lake, i f  thou wouldft enjoy the blifs that is concealed 
beneath thefe fable waves, difplay the valour o f thy dauntlefs bread:, and 
dart thyfelf amidft thefe black and burning billows; otherwife, thou art 
not worthy to behold the mighty wonders depofited and contained within 
the feven caftles o f the feven nymphs that dwell below this fullen flood.” 
Scarce hath the found o f this difmal voice ceafed to vibrate on his ear, 
when the knight, without the lead: hefitation, or reflecting upon the 
danger he incurs, nay, without putting off his heavy armour, but, re­
commending himfelf to God and his midrefs, plunges at once into the 
burning lake; and when he neither cares nor knows what will be his fate, 
finds himfelf in the midfl o f a delightful plain, by which the Elyfian fields 
are infinitely excelled: there the heaven feems more tranfparent, and the 
fun fhines with new lu flre ; the eye is entertained with an agreeable forefl: 
o f tall and leafy trees, whofe verdure delights the view, while the ear is re­
galed with the fweet and artlefs notes o f an infinite number o f little painted 
warblers that hop from bough to bough : here, he perceives a brook, 
whofe refrefhing waters, clear as liquid cryflal, run murmuring on the yel­
low fand and gliftening peebles, that emulate the pured: pearls and heaps o f
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lifted gold. In one place, fprings an artificial fountain adorned with va­
riegated jalper and polifiied marble; in another, rifes a ruftic grotto, in 
which the fmall fhells of the mufcle, and the white and yellow twilled 
domes o f the fnail, placed in beauteous diforder, and mixed with bits o f 
Ihining cryllal and counterfeit emeralds, compofe fuch an agreeable variety, 
that nature feems to be excelled by imitative art. In a third place, all o f 
a ludden, appears a llrong caftle or magnificent palace, the walls of mafly 
gold, the battlements of diamond, the gates of hyacinth, and finally, the 
workmanfhip fo admirable, as infinitely to excel the materials which are 
no lefs than adamant, carbuncles, rubies, pearls, emeralds and gold. Nay, 
after having thus fealled his eyes, there Hill remains for him to fee a fair 
bevy of damfels coming out at the callle-gate, drefled in fuch gay and 
fplendid attire, that were I to defcribe it minutely, as it is reprefented in 
the hiftory, I Ihould never have done. Then, Ihe who appears the prin­
cipal, takes by the hand the undaunted knight who threw himfelf into 
the boiling lake, and leading him into the rich caftle or palace, ftrips him 
as naked as he was when his mother bore him, and bathes him in water 
o f an agreeable temperature, then anoints his whole body with aromatic 
eflences, and puts upon him a fhirt of the fineft lawn, all fcented and per­
fumed j then comes another damfel, and throws over his fhoulders a man­
tle, which, at leaft, is ufually valued at the price of a whole city, or more. 
After all this ceremony, what a fight it is, when, as they relate, he is 
conduced into another hall, in which a table is furniftied with fuch ele­
gance as to excite his admiration and fufpence! when they fprinkle upon 
his hands water diftilled from odoriferous flowers ! when he is feated up­
on a chair o f ivory, and attended by all thofe damfels who ferve him in 
amazing filence ! when he is allured by fuch a variety of difhes, and fo fa- 
vourily cooked, that the appetite is confounded in its choice ! then to hear 
mufic, during his repaft, without feeing the minftrel, or knowing from 
whence the found proceeds; and, after he has refrefhed himlelt, and the 
table is uncovered, while he lolls at eafe upon his chair, perhaps, pick­
ing his teeth, according to cuftom, he is furprized with the fight ot ano­
ther young lady, much more beautiful than any of the former, who en­
ters the hall, and, fitting down by the knight, begins to tell him vvhofe 
caftle that is, and how lhe is enchanted within it, relating other circum- 
ftances which create wonder in him, and raife the admiration of thofe 
who read the ftory. I need not further expatiate on this lubjecl, fince, 
from what hath been faid, it plainly appears, that any part whatever, of 
the hiftory of any knight-errant whatever, muft yield pleafure and fur- 
prize to any reader whatfoever. Believe me, therefore, good fir, and as I 
have already hinted, take the trouble of reading thofe books, and you will 
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fee what effectual antidotes they are againd melancholy, and how they 
improve the difpofition, when it is bad. For, my own part, I can fafely 
aver, that fince I profelfed the order of knight-errantry, I have been vali­
ant, courteous, liberal, well-bred, generous, civil, daring, good-humour­
ed, and a patient endurer o f toils, captivities and inchantment; and tho’ 
I fo lately found myfelf fhut up in a cage, like a madman, I hope, by the 
valour o f this my arm, provided heaven lhall favour, and fortune ceafe to 
-oppofe me, in a few days, to fee myfelf fovereign o f fome kingdom, when 
I fhall be enabled to demondrate the gratitude and generofity which re- 
fide within my b read : for, truly, fignor, a poor man is incapable o f ex­
erting the virtue of liberality, let him poffefs it in never fo eminent a de­
gree j and that gratitude which is redrained to good-will alone, is like 
faith without w orks; no more than the ghod o f virtue. Wherefore, I 
wifli fortune would fpeedily furnifh. me with an opportunity o f making 
m yfelf an emperor, that I may exercife the virtues o f my heart, in be­
llowing benefits on my friends, efpecially on my poor fquire Sancho Panza, 
one o f the bed men in the world, whom I intend to create an earl, in 
confequence o f a promife which he obtained from me, long ag o ; though 
I fear he wants capacity to manage his edate.”

Thefe lad words being overheard by Sancho, he faid to his mader, 
“  Signor Don Quixote, I with you would take the trouble to give me that 
fame earldom, which is as firmly promiled by your vVorlhip as expe6led by 
me, and I will undertake to find ability to manage it > or, if  I fhould 
find myfelf at a lofs, I have heard it often faid, that there are certain per- 
l’ons who farm the edates o f great noblemen, at fo much a year, and take 
charge o f the whole, while the owner lolls at his eafe, enjoying his in­
come, without troubling his noddle about any other affairs. Now, I would 
live in the very fame manner, minding the cares of this world as little as 
pofiible, but, leaving off all forts o f bufinefs, enjoying my rents, like any 
duke, and let the world wag.” “  Brother Sancho, faid the canon, that 
is to be underdood only o f the fpending your incom e; but, the lord o f a 
great edate m ud have regard to the adminidration o f judice, which re­
quires ability, found judgment, and principally an upright intention j for, 
if  this be wanting in the beginning, the middle and end will always be 
involved in error: and therefore, heaven ufually affids the righteous in­
tent of the fimple, while it confounds the wicked aims o f the cunning.” 
“  I know nothing o f thefe philofophies, anfwered the fquire j but, this I 
know, that 1  wilh to God I had this earldom, as foon as I fhould find 
underdanding to manage i t ; for, I have as big a foul as my neighbours, 
and as much body as he that has more •, and would be as much a king 
in my own edate, as any he that wears a head : and fo being, I would

do

3S6 The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book IV.



do what I pleafed; and doing what I pleafed, I fhould pleafe m yfelf; and 
pleafing myfelf, I fhould be fatisfied; and in being fatisfied, I fhould have 
nothing more to defire; and having nothing more to defire, there would 
be an end ; fo, let the earldom come a God’s-name : I with we could fee 
it, as one blind man faid to another.” “  Thefe are no bad philofophies, as 
you call them, Sancho, faid the canon ; but, for all that, there is much 
to be faid on the fubjedt o f earldoms.” "  I knowr not what more can be 
faid, replied Don Quixote, for, my own part, I do no more than follow 
the example tranfmitted to me by the great Amadis de Gaul, who created 
his fquire earl of the Firm Ifland ; and therefore, I may, without fcruple 
o f confcience, beftow the fame honour 011 Sancho Panza, who is one of 
the beft fquires that ever ferved knight-errant.” The canon was amazed 
at the methodical madnefs of Don Quixote, manifefkd in his defcription 
of the knight of the L ak e ; and in the impreflion which the falfe adven­
tures of chivalry had made upon his imagination : neither was his won­
der diminifhed, when he confidered the folly of Sancho, who fo ardently 
defired the poffefiion of that ifland which his matter had promifed to give 
him, as the reward of his fervices.

By this time the canon’s fervants had returned from the inn, with the 
fumpter-mule j and, in dead of a table, fpread a carpet on the green grafs, 
under the fhade o f fome trees, where the company feating themfelves all 
round, went to dinner, that the waggoner might not lofe the opportunity 
o f fuch a convenient lituation, as we have already obferved. While they 
thus enjoyed themfelves, their ears wrere ttruck with a fudden noife, and 
the found of a bell, iffuing from the midft of fome briars and thickets, 
that furrounded the place where they fat; and immediately appeared a 
beautiful fhe-goat, her lkin fpeckled with fpots of white, black and grey, 
followed by the goatherd, who, in his ruftic dialed!, called to her to flop 
and return to the fold. The fugitive goat trembling with affright, came 
towards the company, and there ttopped, as if  to implore their protection; 
while her keeper, feizing her by the horns, accofted her in thefe words, as 
i f  flie had been poifelfed of fenfe and underftanding : “  A h ! you lpotted 
wanton, what a rambler you have become of late; the wolves will featt 
upon you one day— what is the matter with you, my pretty child ? yet 
what elfe can it be, but, that you are a female, and confequently incon- 
ftant! a plague upon your difpofition, and all thole you refemble; return, 
return my darling; and if you are not fo happy, at leatt, you wall be 
more feeure in the fold, among your companions; for, if  you who ought 
to watch over and guide the retty ftray about in this imprudent manner, 
what mutt: become of them r”
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Book IV.
Thefe words o f the goatherd, diverted thofe who heard them, efpecially 

the canon, who faid to him, “  I befeech you, brother, to pacify yourfelf, 
and be not in fuch a hurry to drive back your goat, which being a fe­
male, as you obferve, will follow her natural difpofition, in fpite o f all 
you can do to oppofe it. Take this morfel, and alfuage your choler with 
a cup o f wine, and in the mean time, the goat will repofe herfelf.”

So faying, he prefented to him, on the point o f a fork, the hind quar­
ter o f a cold rabbit, which was thankfully accepted by the goatherd, who 
having taken a long draught, and corflpofed himfelf, faid to the company, 
“  Gentlemen, you muft not take me for a fimpleton, becaufe I talk to this 
animal as if  it were a rational creature; for, really, there is a myftery 
concealed beneath the words I have uttered. I am a peafant, ’tis true, 
yet not fo ruftic, but, that I know how to converfe with men as well as 
hearts.” “  I firmly believe what you fay, replied the curate, for, I myfelf 
have experienced that the mountains produce learned men, and that phi- 
lofophers are to be found within the fhepherd’s cot.” “  A t leaft, refumed 
the goatherd, the cottage may contain thofe who are warned by woeful 
experience ; and to convince you feelingly, that what I alledge is true, I, 
though undefired, and felf-invited, faving the good pleafure o f this good 
company, intreat a moment’s hearing, while I recount a true ftoryr which 
will confirm what that gentleman (pointing to the curate) and m yfelf have 
obferved.”

T o  this propofal Don Quixote replied : “  As this affair feems to bear
fomething o f the fhadow o f an adventure, I, for my part, will gladly give 
you the hearing, brother; and fo will all thofe gentlemen who are perfons 
o f tarte, and lovers o f curious novels, that furprize, delight and entertain 
the fenfible hearer j for, I hope your flory will certainly produce thefe 
agreeable effects: begin then, frien d ; we are all attention.” “  By your 
leave, cried Sancho, I will e’en betake myfelf, with this piece o f pally, to 
yonder brook, and lay in rtore for three days; for, I have heard my maf- 
ter Don Quixote obferve, that the fquire o f a knight-errant ought to eat 
as often and as much as he c a n ; becaufe they are frequently fo bewildered 
in woods and forefts, that it will take them fix whole days to difengage 
themfelves -} and if  a man’s belly or his bags be not well-lined with provi- 
fion, there he may ftay, as he often does, till he withers into perfedf mum­
m y.” “  You are in the right, Sancho, faid the knight, go where you 
will, and eat as much as you pleafe for, my own part, my grofler appe­
tite is latisfied, and now I want refrefhment for the mind, which I (hall 
enjoy in liftening to this honeft countryman’s ftory.” “  W e fhali all fhare 
in the repaft,” replied the canon, who intreated the peafant to perform his 
promife.
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Then the goatherd gave the goat which he held by the horns, two flaps on 
the buttocks, faying, “  Lie down by my fide, you fpeckled nanny; we fhall 
have time enough to return to the fold.” The creature feemed to underhand 
his meaning; for, he was no fooner fet, than fhe lay down very quietly, 
and looking in his face, gave him to underhand that fhe was attentive to 
what he was going to fa y > upon which, he began his hory, in thefe words:

C H A P .  X X IV .

The hory which the goatherd recounted to the condu&ors of Don Quixote.

T H R E E  leagues from this valley hands a village, which, tho’ fmall, 
is one o f the richeh in all this country-y and therein dwelt a farmer 

in great repute: and albeit, refpedl follows worldly wealth, he was more 
beloved for his virtue than refpedted for his riches but, what he regarded 
as the beh part of his good fortune, (as he himfelf was wont to fay) was 
a daughter he had, o f fuch exceeding beauty, rare difcretion, modehy and 
grace, that every one who faw and knew her, marvelled at the happy ta­
lents with which heaven and nature had enriched her body and her fou l: 
in the cradle fhe was handfome, and continually increafed in beauty, till 
at the age of fixteen, fhe was a mofl enchanting creature: the fame of her 
charms, began to fpread over all the neighbouring villages j but, what need 
I fay the neighbouring villages! it extended to diliant cities, and even made 
its way into the king’s court, filling the ears of all forts o f people, who came 
from all parts, to fee her, as if  fhe had been fome great curiofity, or mi­
racle-working image. Her father watched over her with great care, and 
fhe took great care of herfelf; for, truly, a maiden’s own prudent refervc 
is a better guard upon her conduct than all the bolts and fpies and pad­
locks upon earth. The father’s wealth, and the daughter’s beauty moved 
a great many people both of town and country, to demand her in marriage; 
but he, like one who has the difpofal of a rich jewel, was perplexed in his 
mind, and c©uld not determine in favour of any one of the infinite num­
ber that folicited iris confent. Among the croud of her fuitors, I was one, 
who conceived great and flattering hopes of fuccefs; becaufe her father 
knew me to be his townlman, of an honefl family, in the flower of my 
age, rich in wealth, and in point of underflanding not very poor. She was 
alfo courted by another young man of our town, who was in every relpedt 
my equal; fo, tnat her father was perplexed, and wavered in his choice j . 
becaufe he thouglit his daughter would be well bellowed upon either of u s: 
wherefore, in order to deliver himfelf from this fulpence, he refolved to 
communicate our demands to Leandra, (for, that is the name of this weal­

thy
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thy maiden, who hath made me miferable;) and fince we were equal in all 
qalifications, to refer the whole affair to the choice and decifion of his be­
loved daughter. An example worthy to be followed by every father in the 
fettlement o f his children: not that I would lrave parents leave them to their 
own choice, in things that are manifeffly wicked and bafe; but, firft pro- 
pofe a number o f prudent lchemes, out o f which they may be allowed to 
fix upon that which is moft to their liking. I know not to which o f us 
Leandra gave the preference; this only I know, that her father put us off, 
on pretence of his daughter’s tender years, in general terms, which neither 
laid him under any obligation, nor gave us any caufe o f complaint. I 
think proper to tell you, that I am called Eugenio, and my rival Anfelmo, 
.that you may be acquainted with the names o f the perfons principally con­
cerned in this tragedy, which is ftill depending; tho’ one mayeafily forefee, 
that it m uff have a melancholy end.

But, to return to my ftory: juft about that time, there came to our 
town one Vincent de la Rofa, the fon o f a poor labouring man that lived 
in  the village; this Vincent, who was juft returned from being a foldier in 
Italy, and other foreign parts, had been carried away, when he was a boy 
about twelve years o f age, by a captain that chanced to march thro’ the 
town with his com pany; and now, after an abfence o f another dozen of 
Tears, he returned, in the garb o f a foldier, pinked up in a thoufand co­
lours, and bedecked with a power o f glafs toys and (lender chains o f fteel. 
To-day, he dreffed himfelf out in one gay fuit; to-morrow in another: 
but, all his finery and gewgaws were o f little weight or value. The la­
bouring people, who are naturally malicious, nay, when idlenefs gives them 
opportunity, downright malice itfelf, obferved and took an exadt account 
o f all his ornaments and fine apparel, and found that he had no more than 
three luits o f different colours, with garters and hofe; but, he found means 
to difguife them by fuch inventions, that one who had not been at the pains 
to detect him, would have fworn that he had appeared in more than ten 
different drelies, and in upwards of twenty plumes o f feathers; and you 
muff not think it impertinent or foolifh in me, to give you this account o f 
his cloaths, becaufe they bear a confiderable (hare in the ftory. He ufed 
to feat himfelf upon a ftone, under a tall poplar that grew in our market­
place, and there keep us all gaping around him, at the exploits which he 
recounted: if  you would take his word for it, there was not a country on 
the face o f the earth, which he had not leen, nor a battle in which he had 
not ferved; he had killed a greater number o f Moors than ever Tunis or 
Morocco produced; and by his own account, fought more fingle combats 
than were ever maintained by Gante, Luna, Diego Garcia de Paredez, 
and a thoufand more whom he named, gaining the victory in each, with­

out
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out lofing one Tingle drop of his blood : then, he would fhew the marks of 
wounds, which tho’ not to be diftinguilhed, he gave us to underffand, 
were the effedis of mulket-fhot he had received in different actions and en­
counters : finally, with incredible arrogance, he ufed to thou his own 
equals, even thofe who knew his extraction, and fay that his own arm was 
his father, his family the work o f his own hands, and being a foldier, he 
owed nothing even to the king himfelf: with all this boafting, he knew 
fomething of mufic, and could thrum upon the guitarre, To as that Tome 
people laid he made it fpeak ; but, his talents did not end here, for,, he was 
alfo a piece of a poet, and wrote ballads a league and a half long, upon 
every filly trifle that happened in the village. Well then, this foldier whom 
I have defcribed, this Vincent de la Rofa, this Braggadocio, this gallant, this 
mufician, and poet, was often feen and obferved by Leandra from the win­
dow of her apartment, that looked towards the market-place: fhe was cap­
tivated by the tinfel of his gaudy cloths, and enchanted by his ballads; for, 
he gave away twenty copies of each that he compofed; the feats he related 
of himfelf, reached her ears; in lhort,. (as the devil himfelf muff certainly 
have ordained) fhe fell in love with him, even before he had the prefump- 
tion to make any attempt upon her heart; and as in the affairs of love, 
every thing is ealily accomplifhed by the man who is already in poflef- 
fion of the woman’s affeCtion, Leandra and Vincent foon came to a right 
underftanding; and before any one of her numerous admirers had the leaft 
inkling of her inclination, fhe had already gratified it, by leaving the houfe 
of her loving and indulgent father, (mother had fhe none) and running 
away with the foldier, who triumphed in that enterprizev 2nd more, effec­
tually than in any one he had ever undertaken.

This event filled not only the whole village, but likewife all who heard of 
it, with admiration: I, for my part, was amazed, Anfelmo affonifhed, the 
father overwhelmed with forrow, and the relations with fhame. Juftice, 
however, being follicited, the troopers immediately took the road, examined 
every cople and thicket thereabouts, and after a fearch of three days, found 
the giddy Leandra in the cave of a mountain, naked to the fmock, and 
ftripped of a great quantity of money and precious jewels, which fhe had 
carried off when fhe made her efcape: when the was brought back to the 
prefence of her alfliCted father, and queffioned about her misfortune, fhe 
frankly owned that Vincent de la Rofa hadimpofed upon her; that, under 
promife of marriage, he had perfuaded her to forfake her father’s houfe, 
promifing to conduct her to Naples, which, he laid, was the molt beau­
tiful and flourifhing city in the whole world; that fhe inadvertently, and 
fondly believed his falfe profeffions, and robbing her father, put herfelf 
under his protection that fame night flie was milled, when he carried her

to.
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to a rocky mountain, and confined her in the cave where flie was found: 
fhe likewife affirmed that the foldier, without making any attempt upon her 
virtue, had (tripped her o f all (lie had, and left her in that forlorn condi­
tion ; a circumltance that furprifed all who heard it, the foldier’s conti­
nence being fo incredible j but, (lie infilled upon it with fuch earned affe- 
verations, that the difconfolate father was in fome fort comforted, making 
little account o f the money he had lod, fince his daughter was allowed to 
keep the jewel which, when once lod, there is no hope o f retrieving.

The fame day that Leandra appeared, her father removed her from our 
eyes, and (hut her up in a monadery of a neighbouring town, hoping that 
time would efface fome part o f the bad opinion his daughter had incurred : 
the tender years of Leandra ferve as an excufe for her mifeondufr, efpeci- 
ally with thofe who are not concerned in the affa ir; but, thofe who know 
her diferetion and good fenfe, do not aferibe her fault to ignorance, but 
to meer levity, and the natural difpofition o f women, which is always in ­
judicious and imperfect. Leandra being thus fecured, Anfelmo’s eyes were 
blind to every thing that could yield him pleafure; and mine remained in 
darknels, without the lead glimpfe o f light to dire6t them to any agreeable 
obje£t: the ablence o f Leandra increaled our affiidtion, and exhauded our 
patience j we curfed the foldier’s finery, and exclaimed againd her father’s 
want o f care; at length, we agreed to quit the village, and repair to this val­
ley, where he feeding a vad flock o f (heep, which are his own property, and 
I  tending a numerous fold o f goats, which are alfo mine, we fpend our 
lives under the cool (hade o f lofty trees, and give vent to our paffion, ei­
ther by finging, in concert, the praife or difpraife o f the beautiful Leandra, 
or each by himfelf, fighing in the lonely grove, and ejaculating his com­
plaint to heaven. In imitation o f us, many more of Leandra’s lovers have 
betaken themfelves to thefe rugged mountains, and the exercife o f the fame 
employment; fo that this fpot leems to be transformed into a padoral A r­
cadia, every field being crowded with (hepherds and folds, and every cor­
ner refounding with the name o f the fair Leandra. One curfes and calls 
her fickle, incondant and im m oded; a fecond condemns her credulity and 
lightnefs o f behaviour; a third acquits and forgives her, while (he is arraign­
ed and reproached by a fourth ; fome celebrate her beauty; others find 
fault with her difpofition: in (hort, (he is cenfured and adored by them 
all; nay, to fuch a pitch hath their extravagance rifen, that fome o f them 
■ complain o f her difdain, tho’ they never fpoke to h er; and others, in then- 
lamentations, pretend to feel the rage o f jealoufy, which is a paffion (he 
never infpired ; for, as I have already mentioned, her fault was known be­
fore her inclination was fufpedted: there is not the hollow o f a rock, the 
margin o f a rill, nor the (hade o f a tree, that is not occupied by fome

(hepherd,
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fhepherd recounting his-misfortune to the winds; wherever an echo can be 
formed, it repeats the name of Leandra; the hills refound with Leandra; 
the rivulets murmur Leandra: in fhort, Leandra keeps us all enchanted 
and perplexed, hoping we know not how, and dreading we know not 
what. Among the wrongheaded fociety, he that fhews the lead:, tho’ he has 
the greateft (hare of judgment, is my rival Anfelmo, who notwithftanding 
all the caufe he has to be diflatisfied, complains of abfence only, tuning 
his lamentation to the found of a rebec, which he touches with admirable 
lkill, in verfes that fhew the excellence of his genius: I follow a more eafy, 
and in my opinion, a wifer courfe; namely, to inveigh againft the levity 
o f the female fex ; their ficklenefs, their double dealing, their rotten pro- 
mifes, their broken faith; and finally, their want of judgment in bellow­
ing their affections. Thefe, gentlemen, are my reafons for the difeourfe you 
heard me addrefs to my goat, whom (becaufe file is a female) I defpile, al- 
tho’ lhe be the belt of the fold ; this is the ftory I promifed to recount; and 
i f  I have been prolix in the narration, I fhall not be brief in what fervice 
you fhall pleafe to command; hard by is my cottage, in which I have plenty 
o f  new milk, and moll favoury cheefe, with abundance of the fruit in fea- 
fon, no lefs agreeable to the talle than to the view.”

Chap. 25. D O N  QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a . -93

C H A P .  X X V.

O f the quarrel that happened between Don Quixote and the goatherd, with 
the curious adventure of the difeiplinants, which the knight happily at- 
chieved with the fweat of his browr.

r~ r ~ ' H I S  ftory of the goatherd gave infinite pleafure to all that heard it, 
.JL efpecially to the canon, who obferved, with admiration, his manner 

o f  relating it, as' diftant from the ruftic phrafe of a peafant as near ap- 
proaching to the polite ftile of a courtier; and therefore, he faid the cu­
rate had juftly obferved, that the mountains fometimes produced learned 
men. Every body made proffers of fervice to Eugenio, but, he that fhewed 
himfelf moft liberal in compliment, was Don Quixote, who faid to him, 
“  Truly, brother goatherd, were it poflible for me to undertake any new 
adventure, I would forthwith fet forward in your behalf, and deliver Le­
andra from that monaftery, in which lhe is, doubtlefs, detained againft her 
will, in fpite of the abbefs and all that fhould oppole my defign ; and would 
put her into your hands to be treated according your good will and plea­
fure, fo far as is confident with the laws of chivalry, by which all damfels 
are protected from wrongs: tho’ I hope in God, that a malicious enchanter 
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fhall not fo far prevail, but, that he may be excelled in power, by another 
o f a more righteous difpofition; and then, you may depend upon my fa ­
vour and aflibance, according to the duty o f my profellion, which is no 
other than to fuccour the wretched and the weak.”

The goatherd dared at Don Quixote, and being bruck with admiration 
at his rueful afpe£t and didievelled locks, laid to the barber who fat near 
him, “  Signor, pray, who is that man who looks and talks fo wildly ?”
“  W ho diould it be, anfwered the barber, but the renowned Don Quix­
ote de la Mancha, the redred'er o f grievances, the righter o f -wrongs, the 
protector o f damfels, the terror o f giants, and thunderbolt o f w ar?” “  That 
difcourfe, replied the peafant, puts me in mind o f thole books which treat 
o f knights-errant, who were commonly didinguilhed by fuch titles as you 
bedow on that man : but, I fuppofe, you are pleafed to be merry, or elfe, 
the apartments o f this poor gentleman’s Ikull are but indifferently fur- 
nilhed.”

“  You are a mod impudent rafcal!. (cried the knight, overhearing what 
he faid) it is your Ikull that is unfurnifhed and unfound ; but, mine is more 
pregnant than the abominable whore that brought you forth.” So fay­
ing, he fnatched up a loaf, and dung it at the goatherd with fuch fury, 
that he levelled his nofe with his face.

Eugenio, who did not underdand raillery, finding himfelf maltreated 
in earned, without any refpedf for the carpet, table-cloth or company, 
leaped upon the knight, and laying hold o f his collar, with both hands, 
would certainly have drangled him, i f  Sancho Panza had not that inftant 
fprung to his mader’s abidance, and pulling his antagonid backwards, 
tumbled him over upon the table, where plates, cups, victuals, wine, 
and all went to wreck. Don Quixote finding himfelf difengaged, arofe, 
and in his turn, got upon the goatherd, who being battered by the mrv- 
der, and kicked by the man, was creeping about on all four, in queb of 
a table-knife, with which he intended to take fome bloody revenge} but, 
was prevented by the canon and curate; the barber, however, managed 
matters fo, as that he got the knight under him, when he rained fuch a 
diower o f kicks and cuds upon his carcafe, that our hero’s countenance 
was as much overdowed with blood as his o w n : the curate and canon 
were ready to burd with laughing, the troopers capered about with joy, 
and the whole company halloo’d, according to the practice o f the fpe<5ta- 
tors, when two dogs are engaged} Sancho Panza alone was dibratbed, be- 
caufe he could not get out o f the clutches o f one o f the canon’s fervants, 
who hindered him from abiding his mader. In fine, when every body 
was thus regaled and rejoiced, except the combatants, who worried each 
other, they heard a trumpet utter fuch a melancholy note, that they could

not



not help turning their heads, and looking towards the place from whence 
the found feemed to come; but, he on whom it made the greateft impref- 
fion was Don Quixote, who, tho’ lying under his antagonifl, very much 
againft his inclination, and more than fufficiently pummelled, faid to the 
goatherd, “  Brother devil, (for, fure thou canft be nothing elfe, who halt 
ltrength and valour fufficient to overcome my efforts) I beg a truce for 
one hour only; becaufe the doleful found of that trumpet which falutes 
our ears, feems to fummon me to fome new adventure.”

The goatherd being by this time heartily tired of drubbing, as well as of 
being drubbed, immediately complied with his requeft, and Don Quixote 
itarting up, directed his view towards the place whence the found feemed 
to iffue, where he deferied a great number of people drelfed in white, like 
difeiplinants, coming down the fide of a neighbouring hill. That year 
the heavens had withheld refrefhing fhowers from the earth; and thro’ all 
the villages of that diftriCt the people inflituted proceflions, difeiplines and 
prayers, befeeching God to open the fountains of his mercy, and favour 
them with ra in : for this purpofe, the inhabitants of a neighbouring vil­
lage were then going in procelhon, to a holy hermitage, built on an emi­
nence that fkirted the valley j and Don Quixote feeing the Arrange drefs of 
difeiplinants *, without recollecting that he had ever feen fuch habits be­
fore, concluded the whole to be an adventure, which it was the province of 
him as a knight-errant, to atchieve: what ferved to confirm him in this 
notion, was an image cloathed in black, which was carried before them, 
and which he fuppofed to be fome princefs, whom thole difeourteous rob­
bers were carrying off by force.

This whim no fooner entered his brain, than he ran with great agility 
to Rozinante, who was feeding very quietly, and taking the bridle and 
fhield, which hung upon the pummel of the faddle, clapt the bit in his 
mouth, in a twinkling, and demanding his fword from Sancho, mounted 
his Heed, and braced his target, calling aloud to the company, “  Now, ho­
nourable gentlemen, ye fliall perceive the importance of tlvole who profels 
the order of knight-errantry! now, I fay, ye fliall, in the deliverance of 
that excellent lady, who is at prefent a captive, behold how much knight- 
errants ought to be efteemed.”

So faying, he clapt heels to Rozinante, (fpurs he had none) and at a 
hand-gallop, (for, we do not find in this true hiftory, that ever Rozinante 
went full fpeed) rode up to attack the difeiplinants. Tho’ the canon, curate 
and barber made efforts to detain him, they found it impracticable; he was 
even deaf to the cries of Sancho, who bauled with great vociferation: 
“  Where are you going, fignor Don Quixote ? what devil poffefles and pro-
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vokes you to aft againft our catholic fa ith ! take notice— a plague upon 
m e! take notice that this is no other than a proceflion o f difciplinants, 
and that lady carried on the beer the blefled image o f the immaculate 
virgin ! Conflder, fignor, what you are about;. for, fure I am you do not 
k n o w !”

In vain did Sancho ftrain his lu ngs: his matter was fo intent upon over­
taking the apparitions, and fetting the lady in black at liberty, that he 
heard not one fyllable j nor i f  he had, would he have returned, even i f  the 
king had commanded him fo to do. W hen he approached the proceflion, 
he flopped Rozinante, who was already out o f breath, and with a hoarfe 
difordered voice, pronounced, “  You there, who, perhaps, dilguife your- 
felves for no good, flop, and give ear to what I am going to fay.”

Thofe who carried the image were the firfl that halted, and one o f the four 
priefls who fung the litanies, obferving the ftrange afpedt o f Don Quixote, 
the leannefs o f Rozinante, with other ridiculous circumftances belonging 
to both, anfwered in thefe w ords: “  Friend, i f  you have any thing to fay,, 
fpeak quickly; for, thefe our brethren are all this while fcourging their 
own flefh, and we cannot, nor is it reafonable we fliould, tarry to hear any 
thing that cannot be comprehended in two words.”  “  I  will comprehend 
what I have to fay in one, replied the knight; and it is th is: I command 
you, inftantly to let free that beautiful lady, whofe tears and melancholy 
deportment clearly demonftrate that you are carrying her off, contrary to 
her inclination, after having done her fome notorious w rong; and I, who 
was born to redrefs fueh grievances, will not fuffer you to proceed one 
flep farther, until fhe Ihall have obtained that liberty Ihe deferves.”

From  thefe words, concluding that he muft be fome madman, all o f 
them began to laugh very heartily; and their mirth aiding as a train o f 
gunpowder to the knight’s choler, he drew his fword, and without utter­
ing another v/ord, attacked the bearers, one o f whom, leaving his fliare o f 
the load to his companions, oppofed himfelf to this aggrefior, bran- 
difliing a fol k or pole, on which (when they were wearied) they fupported, 
the bier. Don Quixote, with a furious backftroke, cut this implement in 
tw o ; but, with the piece which remained in the hand o f the defendant, 
received fueh a thwack upon the fhoukler above his fvvord-arm, that his 
buckler was unable to fuflain the fliock o f fueh a rude afiault, and down 
came the poor knight,, in a moft lamentable condition.

Sancho Panza, who came puffing after his mafler, feeing him fall, called 
aloud to his antagonift to forbear; for, he was a poor enchanted knight, 
who had never done the leaft harm to man, woman, or child : but, the pea*- 
fant’s forbearance was not owing to this exclamation o f the fquire, fo much 
as to the fltuation o f Don Quixote, who neither moved hand nor fo ot; fo

that
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that believing he had done his bufinefs, he haflily gathered up his frock, 
and fled through the field, as nimble as a buck. By this time, the whole 
company were come up to the place where Don Quixote la y ; and thofe 
belonging to the proceflion, feeing fo many people running towards them, 
accompanied by the troopers with their crofs-bows, began to be in dread 
o f fome mifchievous event, and formed themfelves into a circle around 
the im age; then the difciplinants wielding their fcourgcs, and the priefis 
their long tapers, waited the aflault, with full determination to defend 
themfelves, and, if  pofiible, aft offenfively againll all who fhould attack 
them. But, fortune difpofed of things more favourably, than they ex- 
pefted; for, all that Sancho did, was to throw himfelf upon the body of 
his mailer, who, he believed,, was aftually dead, and utter the moll 
doleful and ludicrous lamentation that ever was heard. The curate was 
immediately known by a brother of the cloth, who belonged to the pro­
ceflion, and this acquaintance difpelled the apprehenfion which both fqua- 
drons had begun to conceive. Our licentiate told his friend, in a few 
words, who Don Quixote was, upon which he was joined by the whole 
croud of difciplinants, who went to fee whether or not the poor knight 
was dead, and heard Sancho Panza, with tears in his eyes, lamenting in 
thefe words : “  O ! Flower of chivalry, who, by the Angle llroke of a cud­
gel hall finilhed the career of thy well-fpent life ! O ! thou honour of 
thy family, thou glory of la Mancha, ay, and of the whole world, which 
being deprived of thee, will foon be filled with evil doers, who will prof- 
per without fear of challifement for their wicked deeds ! Oh ! thou wall 
more liberal than all the Alexanders that ever lived! for, thou gavell me, 
for eight months fervice, only, the bell illand that ever the lea furrounded- 
O li! thou w'all humble with the haughty, and haughty with the humble, 
tempting dangers, enduring difgraces, in love without caufe, imitating 
the good, fcourging the wicked, a profefled enemy to every thing that was 
bafe in fliort, a knight-errant, and that is every thing in one word!”

The cries and groans of Sancho revived his mailer, and the firll words 
he pronounced were thefe : “  He who is condemned to live abfent from 
thee, moll amiable Dulcinea! is fubjefted to much greater hardfhips than 
thefe. Friend Sancho, help to lay me on the inchanted car, for, I am in­
capable of prefling Rozinante’s faddle, this whole Ihoulder being crufhed 
to pieces.” “  That I ’ll do very willingly, dear mailer, replied the fquire, 
and let us return to our own habitation, in company of thefe gentlemen, 
who wilh you wre ll; and there we will lay a fcheme for another fally, 
which, I hope, will be more fortunate and creditable.” “  You are in the 
right, Sancho, replied Don Quixote, and it will be very prudent in us 
to let the malign influence of the liars pafs over.”
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The canon, curate and barber approved of his intention, and being ex­
tremely diverted with the fquire’s limplicity, conveyed the knight to his 
former fituation in the waggon. The proceflion was formed anew, and 
fet forwards accordingly ; the goatherd took his leave o f the company, the 
troopers being unwilling to go farther, were paid by the curate for their 
trouble; the canon having intreated the prieft to inform him by letter, of 
Don Quixote’s fate, with regard to the Continuation or cure o f his extra­
vagance, bad him farewel, and proceeded on his journey; in fhort, there 
was a general feparation, till at length.the curate, barber, Don Quixote 
and Panza were left by themfelves, with the trutty Rozinante, who, with 
the patience o f his matter, bore and beheld every thing that patted.

The waggoner yoking his oxen, accommodated the knight with a trufs 
o f hay, and with his ufual phlegm jogged on, according to the prieft’s di­
rections, till, at the end o f fix days, they arrived at their own village, 
which they entered about noon ; and it chancing to be Sunday, the mar­
ket-place through which they were obliged to pafs was crouded with 
people, who running to fee what was in the cage, recognized their townf- 
man, and were ftruck with aftonifhment. A  boy ran immediately to his 
houfekeeper and niece, whom when he informed o f their matter’s arrival, 
in a moft meagre, withered condition, ftretched upon a trufs o f hay, in 
a w aggon ; it was a piteous thing to hear the cries that were uttered by 
thefe worthy ladies, who buffetted themfelves through vexation, and vent­
ed bitter curfes againft the wicked books o f chivalry; which lamentations, 
buffetings and curfes were repeated with greater violence than ever, when 
they faw the knight enter his own gate.

Sancho Panza’s wife, who had got intimation, that he was gone with 
Don Quixote in quality o f his fquire, hearing o f their return, ran ftrait 
to her lnifband, and the fhtt quettion fhe alked, was, Whether or not the 
afs was in good health ? when the fquire anfwered, that the afs was in bet­
ter health than his matter, “  Thanks be to God, cried fhe, for that and 
all his other mercies. But, now tell me, friend, what good you have 
got by your fquirefliip ? Have you brought home a new petticoat for me, 
or fhoes for your children ?" “  I have brought no fuch matters, my dear, 
replied Sancho, but, things o f greater confideration and importance.” “  I 
am glad o f that, with all my heart, faid the w ife ; pray, lhew me thefe 
things o f greater confideration and importance, that the fight o f them 
may rejoice my heart, which hath been fo fad and difeontented all the weary 
time o f your being away.” “  You fhall fee them at home, anfwered San­
cho ; and heark’ee, wife, make yourfelf eafy for the prefent, for, an it 
pleafe God, that we fet out again in queft o f adventures, you fhall fpeedily 
beliold your hufband an earl, or governor o f an illand ; I don’t mean your

common
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common iilands, but, one of the belt that ever was feen.” “  The Lord 
in heaven grant it, hufband! for I am fure we have need enough o f fuch 
windfalls: but, tell me, what is an ifland; for, truly, I know not the 
meaning of the word.” “  Honey was not made for the mouth of an afs, 
laid the fquire; you fhall fee what it is, all in good time, my dear; ay, 
and admire to hear all your vafials call you, my lady.” “  What is that 
you fay, Sancho, o f ladies, iilands, and valfals ?” cried Joan Panza j for, 
that was the name of the fquire’s wife, though Hie was not related to San­
cho before marriage, but, it is the cuilom in la Mancha, for the women 
to- take the names of their hulbands. “  Don’t be in fuch a hurry to know 
every thing, Joan, replied the fquire ; it is fufficient that I tell thee nothing 
but truth j let this therefore Hop that mouth of thine : mean time, how­
ever, I  care not if  I tell thee, that it is one of the moil pleafant occupa­
tions in the world, for an honourable perfon like me, to be fquire to 
a knight-errant, when he is in quell of adventures. True it is, the great- 
ell part of them do not fall out quite fo much to one’s liking as one 
could wifh j for, out of an hundred in which we are engaged, ninety-nine 
are generally crofs and unfortunate. That I know by experience, having 
been fometimes threlhed and fometimes blanketted: but, howfomever, it 
is a curious pallime to be always in expectation of adventures, crolling 
huge mountains, fearching woods, climbing rocks, vifiting callles, lodg­
ing at inns, where we live at rack and manger, and the devil a farthing 
to pay.”

While this converfation palfed between Sancho and his wife, the houfe- 
keeper and niece received Don Quixote, whom they undrefled and put to 
bed in his old chamber, while he eyed them alkance, without being able 
to comprehend where lie was. The curate laid his injunctions on the 
niece, to cherilh her uncle with great tendernefs, and charged them both, 
to take efpecial care, that he might not efcape again, giving them an ac­
count of the trouble he had been at, in bringing him back to his own 
houfe. Here they raifed their voices again, in concert, renewing their 
curfes upon the books of chivalry, and befeeching heaven to confound the 
authors of fuch madnefs and lies, to the lowell pit of hell: in lliort, they 
were half dillradled with the apprehenfion of lofing him again, as foon 
as his health fhould be re-eilablifhed ; and this was actually the cafe.

But, the author of this hiilory, although he inquired with the utmoft 
curiofity and diligence, concerning the a&ions of Don Quixote, in his third 
Tally, could never find any fatisfadlory and authentic account of them; 
only, fame hath preferved fome memoirs in la Mancha, by which it ap­
pears, that Don Quixote, when he fet out the third time, went to Sara- 
golla, where he was prefent at a moll celebrated tournament, in which,

many



many things happened to him worthy o f his genius and valour: but, with 
regard to his death and burial, he could obtain no information, and m ull 
have remained entirely ignorant o f that event, had he not luckily met with 
an old phyfician, who had in his cuftody a leaden box, which he faid he 
found under the foundation o f an ancient hermitage that was repairing. 
This box contained fome ikins o f parchment, on which were written in 
Gothic characters, and Caftilian verfe, many o f our knight’s exploits, 
with a defcription o f Dulcinea’s beauty, Rozinante’s figure, Sancho’s fide­
lity, and Don Quixote’s own funeral, celebrated by divers epitaphs, and 
panegyrics on his life and morals. All that could be read and fairly co­
pied, are thofe which are here inferted by the faithful author o f this new 
and furprifing hiitory, who, in recompence for the immenfe trouble he 
has undergone in his inquiries, and in examining the archives o f la M an­
cha, that he might publifh it with more certainty, defires the reader to 
favour him with the fame credit which intelligent perfons give to thofe 
books o f chivalry that pals fo currently in the world and herewith he 
will red: fully fatisfied; and perhaps, be animated to fearch after, and find 
out other hiftories, i f  not as authentic, at lead; as full o f invention and 
entertainment.

The verfes which were written in the firfl fkin o f parchment found in 
the leaden box, were thele.

The academicians o f Argamafilla, a town of la Mancha, on 
the life and death o f the valiant Don Quixote de la Mancha, 
hoc fcripferunt.

Monicongo, academician o f Argamafilla, on the fepulture o f Don Quixote.

E P I T A P H .

T H E  bully that la Mancha deck’d
W ith fpoils that fliame the Cretan Jafon,

W hofe judgment ripe, and wit uncheck’d 
The trumpet o f renown diall blafon j 

That arm, whofe valour did extend 
T o  Gaeta, from remote Cathay,

T hat mufe which did the welkin rend 
W ith verfe which brazen plates difplay j 

He who to Amadis turned tail,
And deem’d Galaor a meer baby,
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Whofe gallantry did fo prevail,
As fhew’d ev’n Belianis fhabby }

He that on Rozinante rode,
Now mingles with this clay-cold clod!

Chap. 15. DON QUIXOTE D e l a  M a n c h a .

Paniguado, academician of Argamafilla, in praife of Dulcinea del Tobofo.

S O N G .

T H  E  maid you fee with cheeks fo blouzy,
High-chefted, vigorous and frouzy,

Dulcinea, fam’d Tobofo’s princefs,
Don Quixote’s gen’rous flame evinces :

For her, on foot, he did explore 
The fable mountain o’er and o’er,

Through many a weary field did halt,
And all through Rozinante’s fault.

Hard fate ! that fuch a dame fliould die 
In fpite of him and chivalry j 

That he, whofe deeds ev’n ftones proclaim,
Should mourn a difappointed flame !

Caprichofo, a moft ingenious academician of Argamafilla, in praife of 
Rozinante the renowned fteed of Don Quixote de la Mancha.

ON a proud trunk of adamant,
Whofe bloody branches fmell’d of war,

La Mancha’s frantic wight did plant 
His ftandard glitt’ring from afar.

There hung his arms there gleam’d his fword,
That won’t to level, hack and hew,

Yet fhall the wond’ring mufe afford 
For new exploits, a ftile that’s new.

Let Gaul of Amadis be proud,
Greece boafl: the champions Ihe hath bore;

Don Quixote triumphs o’er the croud 
O f all the warlike knights of yore.

V ol. I. F f f  * For,
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For, neither Gaul nor Greece can vye 
W ith fam’d L a  Mancha’s chivalry.

E v ’n Rozinante wears the bay j.
Let Brilladore and Bayard bray.

Burlador, an Argamafillecian academician, on Sancho Panza. 

S O N G .

H E R E  Sancho view o f body fmall,
But great in worth, in a&ion clear.

The beft and fimpleft fquire o f all
The world e’er faw, I vow and fwear.

A n earl he furely might have been,
Had not this knavilh age o f brafs,

W ith infolence and envious fpleen,
Confpir’d againlf him and his afs ;

That afs ! on which he gently trotted 
A t gentle Rozinante’s tail :

Vain man ! with flatt’ring hope befotted,
How, in a dream, thy profpe£ts f a i l !

Cachidiablo, academician o f Argamafilla, on the fepulture o f Don Quixote.

E P I T A P H .

ON  Rozinante’s back
The knight that whilome travel’d,

T hro ’ highway, path, and track,
Is here bemir’d and gravel’d :

And eke as ftiff as he,
The block o f Sancho Panza,

A  trufty fquire, perdie !
As ever mortal man faw.

Tiquiloc, academician o f Argamafilla, on the fepulture o f Dulcinea del
Tobofo.

H E R E  lies Dulcinea once fo plump,
But, now her fat all melts away >

For death, with an inhuman thump,
Has turn'd her into dull and clay,
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O f a true breed Ihe furely fprung,
And wanted not external grace j 

Don Quixote’s heart with love Ihe Hung,
And fhone the glory of her race.

Thefe were all the verfes which could be read ; the reft being worm- 
eaten were delivered to an academician, that he might attempt to unravel 
their meaning, by conjecture. This talk, we underftand, he has per­
formed with infinite pains and ftudy, intending to publifh them to the 
world, in expectation of the third Tally of Don Quixote.

“  Folle altro cantera con miglior pleCtro.”
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