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M E

TRANSLATORS PREFACE

think to recommend their own by cenfuring the former

tranflations of their author, I am obliged to aflure the
reader, that, had I not thought thofe of Don Quixote very de-
fe@ive, 1 had never given myfelf or him the trouble of this un-
dertaking.

There have been already three of Doz Quixote in Englifh.
The firft by Shelton has hitherto paffed as tranflated from the
original, though many paffages in it manifeftly thew it to have
been taken from the Italian of Lorenzo Framciofini. An In-
ftance or two will be fufhcient.

In the ninth chapter of the third book of the firft part, San-
cho’s afs is ftolen by Gines de PafJamonte, while Sancho is afleep;
and prefently after, the author mounts him again in a very re-
markable manner, fideways like a woman, 4 /a mugeriega. This ftory
being but imperfe&ly told, Franciofini took it for a grofs overfight:
he therefore alters it, indeed a little unhappily; for, in defet of
the afs, he is forced to put Sancho’s wallets and provender upon
Rozinante, though the wallets were ftopt before by the inn-
keeper, in the third chapter of the third book. This blundering
amendment of the tranflator is literally followed by She/zom.

Again, in purfuance of this, Franciofini alters another paf-
fage in the eleventh chapter of the fame book. Sancho fays to
his mafter, who had enjoined him abfolute filence; If beafts
could fpeak as they did in the days of Guifopete (I fuppofe he
means Zfop) my cafe would not be quite fo bad ; for then I might
commune with my afs, and fay what I pleafed to him. Here
the Italian makes him fay ¢ Commune with Rozinante”; and
Shelton follows him, with this addition, “Since my niggardly for~
“ tune bas deprived me of my afs.”

A 2 | But

! S much as I diflike the ufual pradtice of tranflators, who
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But what if Cervantes made this feeming {lip on purpofe for
a bait to tempt the minor criticks; in the fame manner as, in ano-
ther place, he makes the princefs of Micomicon land at Offuna,
which is no fea-port? As by that he introduced a fine piece of
fatire on an eminent $panifh hiftorian of his time, who had de-
fcribed it as fuch in his hiftory ; {o by this he might only take
occafion to refle& on a parallel incident in .4rjoffo, where Bru-
nelo, at the fiege of Albraca, fteals the horfe from between the
legs of Sacripante king of Circaffia. It is the very defence he
makes for it, in the fourth chapter of the fecond part, where, by
the way, both the Izalian and old Engli/b tranflators have preferved
the excufe, though by their altering the text they had taken
away the occafion of it.

The edition by Fohn Stevens is but a bare attempt to correct
fome paflages of Shelton, and, though the grammar be a little
mended by the connecting particles, the antique flile of the old
one is entircly broken. This is therefore fo much the worfe by
altering the ridiculous of the old dicion, without coming nearer to
the fenfe or fpirit of the original.  Stevens alfo has made the
fame wife amendments with his predeceffors.

That of Mozteux is done by feveral hands, and is a kind of
loofe paraphrafe, rather than a tranflation; and has quite ano-
ther caft, being taken wholly from the Fremch, which, by the
way, was alfo from the Izalian. It is full of what is called the
Faux brillant, and openly carries throughout it a kind of low
comic or burlefque vein. Mozteux is fo inmjudicious as to value
his verfion upon this very air of comedy, than which nothing
can be more foreign to the defign of the author, whofe principal
and diftinguithing chara&er is, to preferve the face of gravity,
generally confiftent through his whole work, fuited to the fo-
lemnity of a Spaniard, and wherein without doubt is placed
the true {piric of its ridicule,

For
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For the three principal points, which a ftaunch Spaniard lays
down to his fon, are ranked in the following order; Gravedad,
lealdad, y el temor de Dios, i. e. « Inthe firft place gravizy, in
“ the fecond /loyalzy, and in the third sbe fear of God.” The
firft is to manifeft itfelf in a punétilious zeal for the fervice of his
miftrefs; the fecond in an unreferved fubmiffion to his prince;
and the third in a blind obedience to the church. The firft of
thefe makes the chief fubje@ of the prefent fatire.

Upon the whole, I think it manifeft this author has not been
tran{lated into our language in fuch a manner as to give any
tolerable fatisfaion ; though it is evident from the two attempts
made by Motteux and Stevens, and the fuccefs they met with
upon the firft publication, that there was an univerfal demand
for fuch a work. However, in a fhort time, all thofe, who had
any tafte of the author, finding themfelves difappointed, chole
rather to have recourfe back again to the old one, which, as it
was nearer the words, was fo much nearer the fenfe of the.
original.

There are three circumftances, wherein the excellencies of this
author appear in the ftrongeit light. The firft is, that the geni-
us of knight-errantry having been fo long expired all over Ex-
rope, excepting in §pain, yet this book has been tranflated into.
moft languages, and every where read with univerfal applaufe ;.
though the humour was long ago fpent, and the fatire affeGted
none but the Spaniards. Secondly, that, although it requires a
good judgment todifcover all the nicer beauties in this writer, yet
there remain enough fufficiently obvious to pleafe people of all
capacities whatfocver.  The third (which I confine wholly to
England)is, that, though we have already had {o many tranfla-
tions and editions, all abundantly defective, yet the wit and ge- -
nius of the author has been able to thine through all difadvan-
tages, fo as to make every one of them as entertaining as any we

have among us.
The.:
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The ironical is the moft agreeable, and perhaps the ftrongeft
of all kinds of fatire, but at the fame time the moft difficult to
preferve in a work of length. Who is there but obferves our au-
thor's admirable talent at it? However it muft be confefled, he
has now and then broke in upon this fcheme; which I am per-
fuaded he muft have been forced to in compliance with the hu-
mour of the age and country he wrote in, and not from any
error of judgment.

It is certain, that, upon the firft appearance of this book in
publick, great numbers of the Spani/b readers underftcod it as a
true hiftory; nor perhaps is the opinion quite extinguifhed in
that country: for an intimate friend of mine told me, that,
meeting, not long ago, in London, with a Spaniard of fome
figure, and wanting to learn of him fome particulars concerning
Cervantes and Don Quixote, the Spaniard very gravely affured
him, that Cervantes was a wag, the whole book fi®ion and
meer invention; and that there never was fuch a perfon as
Don Quixote.

We daily fee people of a grofs and low tafte apt to be offend-
ed at a ferious manner of jefting, either in writing or conver-
fation 5 and therefore it will not be improper here to take notice
of the frequent oazhs, the author puts into the mouths of Do
Ruixore and his {quire, and likewife of the pious reflections and
ejaculations made "by both upon very mean and ridiculous occa-
{fions. However unwarrantable this practice may be among ca-
fuifts, it is certainly no faule that falls under the cognizance of
a critic, neither can Cervantes in juflice be condemned, who ap-
pears, in feveral parts of this very work, to be a man, not only
of great morality, but true piety. We fhould rather blame the
difpofition and mode of his country, where the authors fre-
quently take the liberty of mingling what we call profanenefs
and religion together. But above all the old romances, which
he fatirizes, abound*in this very pra&tice. May I not add,

that
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that a good writer of humour proceeds like a mafter-painter,
who is defigning pi¢tures by invention? Firft, he is intent upon
fixing the general idea of the charaters, and, when he has car-
ried thefe as far as he is able by the mere ftrength of his ge-
nius, he then applies himfelf to minuter likenefles from nature
itfclf, to come nearer to the life, and defcribe the particulars
more ftrongly. Thus the very inter{perfing thofe oaths and  eja-
culations contributes much towards giving the work that air of
nature and truth, {o neceflary in a piece of this kind.

There are feveral broad hints of fatire upon the wealth, the
power and fplendor of the clergy, as inconfiftent with the ori-
ginal chriftian {cheme; and he has alfo made pretty free with
the voluntary penances, and heroic whippings, of his own coun-
trymen. Such flrokes would certainly never have paffed the
jealous eyes of the Inguifition, had they not been fagaciouily ba-
lanced by feveral humble and dutiful paffages in favour of pious
donations, foundations, Purgatory, praying to faints, and other
profitable doérines of the church.

In fome places you meet with fundry quaint turns, and now
and then fome obfolete expreflions in bombaft fpeeches; both
which vices he endeavours to expofe in thofe very paflages, by
making his hero imitate the ftile and phrafe ufual in the ro-
mances fo much in vogue: and one would wonder how mon-
fieur and mademoifelle Scudery, and the reft of the Beaux
¢/prirs of the French academy, could be fo barren of invention,
and fo unthinking, as to copy that very model of romance fet
down by Cervantes, wherein their heroes and heroines are exact-
ly defcribed, and the whole fyftem ridiculed; particularly in
the difcourfes of Don Quixote and the canon,

I thought here to have ended this preface: but confidering,
that this work was calculated to ridicule that falfe {fyftem of ho-

nour and gallantry, which prevailed even ’till our author’s time ;
to

vil
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to which there are frequent allufions through the whole of this
work ; I have chofen to give fome account of the rife, progrefs,
and continuance of it, in this place.

As far back as we have any records of the northern nations,
it appears, that they decided controverfies and difputes by the
fword. Lucian tells us, that whoever was vanquifhed there in
fingle combat, had his right hand cut off. Ce/ar, in his fixth
book, fays, the Germans reckoned it gallant and brave to rob
and plunder their neighbours; and Zacizus oblerves, they fel-
dom terminated a difpute with words, but with wounds and
death. But nothing can better fhew, how common this pracice
was among the people, than the fatal inftance of RQuinzilius ¥Va-
»us in Velleius Paterculus. Varus commanded three Rosarn le-
gions, with their allies, upon the RAine ; where the enemy tak-
ing notice, that he was more intent upon deciding caufes in a
judicial way, than upon the difcipline and care of his army,
took occafion from thence of forming a defign to furprize and
deftroy him and his army. And this they partly effeGted, by
amufing him every day with fcuffles and quarrels, contrived
among themfelves, to furnith #arus with flore of plaintifis and
defendants; pretending to be extremely furprized and pleafed to
fee the Romans end thofe difputes by the magiftrate and civil
pleadings, which the Germans knew no other way of determin-
ing but by the fword.

All over the #orth, fingle combat was allowed upon various
grounds. Krantz, the Danifh hiftorian, tells us, how vfual it
was to decide caufes this way; and that, not only between per-
fons of equal circumftances; but fo fhameful a thing was it
deemed to decline it, that even fovereigns have accepted a chal-
lenge from their own rebellious fubje&s.  Aldanus, King of
Sweden, fought with Sivaldus in the lifts; and Addingus, king
of Denmark, with Toffo, who had in vain endeavoured to raife
an infurrection againft him. Schioldus (nephew to that Dare,

who
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who gave the name to Denmark, they fay, before Romulus)
challenged his rival Scazo, the German, to duel for a young la-
dy. The famous pirate Ebbon demanded the daughter of Uzn-
guinus, king of the Gorhs, in marriage, with half his kingdom
for her dowry; and there was no avoiding a conceflion or a
combat; but, by good fortune, another bravo had challenged
Ebbon, and killed him. In the reign of Fronto the third, king
of Denmark, one Greppa was accufed by one Henrick of hav-
ing violated the queen’s majefty; and though the thing was true,
and publick enough, yet Greppa, to prove his innocence, chal-
lenged the accufer: Henrick was flain,.and after him his father
and brothers, who endeavoured to revenge his death.

By degrees their acute legiflators found out, that women, and
old or infirm men, were under too great hardfhips, and there-
fore, in equity, allowed them the ufc of a champion, to battle
it in their ftead. Gefliblind, king of the Gozhs, challenged in
his old age by the king of Sweden, {ent his champion: and
Elgon of Norway, having a mind to the daughter of Fridlevus,
{fent the famous Szarcuter to fight his rivals; who, notwithftand-
ing his being fo redoubted in arms, flew Ol theVorwegian by
treachery. It is recorded, that thefe champions were a fet of
the vileft fellows in the world, who often yielded themfelves
vanquifhed for a bribe; and then the unhappy principal was de-
livered up into the power of the victor, who fometimes put him
to death. But, when the treachery was too palpable, the vil-
lain loft his right hand, and he and his patron were branded
with a note of perpetual infamy. Saxo Grammaticus, who
wrote about the year 1200, fays, that Fronto above-mentioned
decreed, ¢ That all controverfies fhould be decided by arzms,
¢ deeming it more reputable to contend with blows, than with
¢« words.” Before this the Longobards, ot German extra&ion,
who had continued and multiplied feveral ages in fraly, began

to copy after the Iralians with a notable mixture of their ori-

Vor L a ginal

iX
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ginal genius. App. Sigomius, |. 2. fays, Rotari, with the con-
fent of his nobles and army in Pavia, ena&ted, ¢ That if any
“ five years poffefior of any thing, moveable or immoveable, be
“ taxed by any man as wrongfully poflefling, he may juftify
‘¢ his title by Dwe/:” And whichfoever of the combatants gave
ground fo far, as to fet his foot beyond the line afligned them,
loft his caufe as vanquifhed. In fome places the rigours were
extreme: axes and halters, gallows and gibbets, were prepared
without the lifts, and the poor caitiff was hanged or difmem-
bered, who happened to be worfted.

By length of time the climate began to foften thefe favage
minds. At firft, the goods and charzels of the vanquithed be-
Jonged to the conqueror: but this practice was laid afide; for
no wealthy gentleman could be fafe. The horfe and arms were
a great while a perquifite: but, in procefs of rtime, this alfo
was retrenched to the offenfive weapons the unfortunate had
made ufe of in the lifts. Thefe the conqueror hung up in fome
church under his own; and, if he liked the enemy’s device
upon his fhicld, he made an exchange. One of the ¥i/comti fa-
mily defeated a Saracen of quality in the lifts, and that houfe,
to this day, bears a viper with a bloody child in its mouth, the
Saracen’s device.

In the Longobard Codex, rates were fet by law upon affronts,
as well as affaults and batteries, of both which I will fet down a
fample. When any perfon had beaten another, and made a li-
vid fpot or wound, he was amerced three crowns for the firft,
fix for the fecond, nine for the third, twelve for the fourth
beating, and all beyond went into the bargain. You fee the pe-
nalty for wounding a man: now behold how facred were his
honour and his property, and how guarded by the wifdom of
the law. [Iresn, fix crowns for pulling him by the beard; the
fame for taking away a pole from his hops, or his vines; the
fame for plucking off the hair of his neighbour’s horfe’s tail ;

three
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three for beating a fervant-wench, and making her mifcarry ;
and juft the fame for making a mare caft her foal, or a cow her
calf. Again, if you ftruck a man on the head, fo as to make
a fracture, twelve crowns; twenty-four for the fecond blow;
thirty-fix for the third: but if there happened to be any more

frattures, the patient muft be quiet; for the flatute is exprefs,

and in very good Latin, Sit contentus. A catalogue is drawn
up of the members of the human body: fo much for a fimple
tooth, and fo much for a grinder: the nofe was always a tick-
lith article, and twenty-four crowns was always the loweift
penny: but, for aflaflinating a baron or fquire by treachery,
nine hundred crowns; and, to thew their zeal for the church,
‘the fame for murdering a bithop. They allowed of duel in
ninetecn cafes; eighteen of which were to be fought at blunts,
with a club and a thield ; but the nineteenth was for high-treafon,
and to be fought at fharps awith the fword. I forgot to mention,
that, in their books of rates, to call a man cucko/d was fined
at twelve crowns, and, to ofler to prove it, admitted of a
‘combat in form.

Not only fingle perfons, but whole towns have challenged other
towns to battle, by firft engaging fome great families, then the
friends and dependents of each, ’till numbers were embarked on
both fides, and much blood was fpilt. When they came to an
accommodation, the terms were fometimes pretty hard upon the
vanquithed party: ¢ That they fhould lower their tower, wall
¢« up fome gate, clothe in black, with the lining black alfo, and
“ not fhave their beards in ten years.” When it grew out of
fafhion to hang or difmember, flill the poor vanquifhed was in a
wretched cafe, given up to the difpofal of the victor. The he-
tald proclaimed him, at the corners of the lifts, guilty, falfe and
perjuted; he was unarmed backwards; he was to walk back:
wards out of the lifts; his armour was thrown piece by piece
over the bartier; and, thenceforward, no gentleman would keep

a 2 him

X1
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him company. But the ufual way was for the conquerors to
fend the conquered as tokens to their miftrefles, to be difpoled
of as ‘they thought proper. Onc cavalier, in a pious fit, pre-
fented his prifoner to St. Perer’s, where the canons of that ca-
thedral employed him to handle a broom inftead of a fpear,
and he fwept their church feveral years with great applaufe.

This kind of practice favoured too much of infolence, and by
degrees, and Italian refinements, the vanquifhers became the
pinks of courtefy.  Out of pure gallantry, they did not require
their adverfary to yield, though the fuperiority was apparent, but
only to confefs and acknowledge his antagonift to be as much a

entleman as himfelf. Now they began to reduce the cuftom
of fingle combat to a Science, and thus it {pread all over Europe.
The cavaliers entered the lifts for injurious words, as well as for
injurious aéfions. ‘Then frequent difputes arofe about the ex-
preflion, or the tone with which it was uttered : here they gave
one another the /e plentifully, one afhirming, the other denying.
By thefe military laws, the challenged was to have the choice of
the weapons, of the field, and of the judge; which advantage
was often fatal to the appellant, by fome foul play or other;
whence every man that quarrelled ufed great addrefs to make
himfelf defendant, to be intitled to the aforefaid privilege. - As
cafes were often dubious, the advocates applied to the ftudy of.
diftinctions. They grew as numerous as the ftudents of the ci-
vil law, and as many books were written upon the fubje&. So
many exceptions were allowed, and fo many treatifes written
on both fides the queftion, before the quarrel could be ¢/ablifh-
ed (as they called it) that there was no likelihood of any end.
The /e was grown {o terrible, that no prudent perfon would
venture to ufe a negative particle, left it thould be conftrued by
the cafuifts an oblique way of giving the lye. A man could
not fay; ¢ Sir, you are mifinformed,” without hazarding a duel.
People found out qualifying mediums: ¢ Excufe me, Sir; Par-
«“ don
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“ don me, Sir;” which in Izaly and France remain the court
modes of {peech to this day.

Though-all gentlemen were under thefe predicaments, yet
thofe, who were dubbed knights, were under a more immediate
and - precife obligation: they took an oath to be ready at all
calls; their arms and armour were always furbithing, and their
horfes in the ftable; and inftantly, upon the receipt of a letter,
or gauntlet, by a trumpet, to horfe and away: for, fhould any of
thefe cavaliers have made excufes, or feemed to decline a com-
bat, their {purs were hacked off, and they were degraded of
courfe, as recreant knights, and perjured perfons, for behaving
contrary to their oath at the girding on their fwords. If a cava-
lier was calumniated after his death, his next of kin was to take
up ' the quarrel ; and if a gentleman happened to die after he
was challenged, and before the combat, his neareft relation was
bound to appear in the lifts, and maintain he did not die for
fear. In thefe blefled ages, when pcople were obliged to combat
by this divine right of fucceflion, a ftrong adroit fellow has ex-
tinguithed a whole generation, and the merits of the caufe point
blank againft him all the while.

But, of all obligations, that of vindicating the honour 'of the
ladies was the moft binding: their beauty and chaftity were the

two topicks that made heroes fwarm like walps in a hct fummer,.

each valuing himfelf upon the juftice of his caufe, and, in: the
very at of encountering that launce, which perhaps in' a" mo-
ment was pufhed three yards through his body, muttering a re-
commendatory prayer to heaven, and to his miftrefs; for they
were bound in gallantry to believe their future blifs depended
equally upon both. This was very grofs, and feemed to be a
high contempt of that abfolution in articule mortis, upon which
the church of Rome lays o great a firefs. Wherefore the 7.a-
teran counci/ anathematized all thefe bravos, to the great difcou~
ragement of chivalry. Some princes grew fqueamifh, and would

not

X1ii
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not allow of combats a fwtto tranfito (as the ltalians called it)
that is, to kill downright, unlefs in extraordinary cafes. But
fighting ftill was fo univerfally in vogue, that in every country
in Europe a free field was fct out, and every petty prince, out
of oftentation of his fovereignty, though he had hardly ten acres
of territory, would have his Campo Franco, with judges, and all
the proper officers fixed, that juftice might not be retarded for
want of fuch a judicature (as they called it) at hand. The éed
of honour was ready made, and death ftood waiting to put out
the lights, and draw his fable curtain. Lesters-patent were
drawn up by the elaborate Secretary, recording all the circum-

ftances at large, and always with fome flourifhes in favour of

the conqueror: thefe were witnefled by all the cavaliersand men
of quality prefent. The very ecclefiaftics were not exempt : for
in 1176, Matthew Paris informs us, the pope’s legate ob-
tained a privilege, ¢ That the clergy fhould be no longer com-
« pelled to fingle combat.”

Pbilip the fair of France, in 1306, by his conftitutions, al-
lowed of decifions by combat; and becaufe the ladies could not
decently engage in cold blood, and cold iron, they were in-
dulged, out of tendernefs to the foft fex, the Zria/ ordeal:
burning plow-fhares, with troughs of fcalding liquor, were placed
at unequal diftances upon the ground: the accufed was blind-
folded, and, if fhe chanced to tread clear of all thefe gins, her
innocence was apparent, and heaven favoured her righteous
caufe: but, if the was fcalded or burnt, god have mercy on
her! Edward the confeffor's mother Emma underwent this trial,
and came off fafe from nine plow-fhares. If the charge was for
witcheraft, which ufually happened to women in old age, they
were thrown into fome deep pond or river, and, if the operators
pulled them out before they were quite fuffocated, it was well ;
but if after they were actually drowned, there was fill this
mercy, they efcaped burning.

While
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While thefe cuftoms were in vogue, fuperftition had a noble
latitude. Saxo Grammaticus, 1. 1. & 4. tells us, it was gene-
rally believed, that ¢ fome men were invulnerable by magic;
“ fome armour, by necromantic art, of proof and impenetra-
¢ ble, unlefs fome magician of fuperior skill forged a fword
¢ of fuch temper, as nothing could refift.” Some balfams were
thought fo fovereign, as to heal all wounds, and, in confe-
quence of thefe opinions, the combatants, at entering the lifts,
were obliged to take an oath, that they had no fuch thing about
them.

During the prevalency of thefe barbarous cuftoms, St. Peser’s
fucceffors took the opportunity of fithing fome utility out of
them, by inciting the princes of Chriflendom to undertake to re-
cover the boly fepulchre from the hands of the Saracens; as well
as to eftablith certain military orders.  Thefe were a kind of re-
ligious edged- tools, who were fo zealous at their firft dubbing,
that, not content to ftay at home, and ferve their king and
country, they armed, and mounted forthwith, and, accompa-
nied by a trufty f{quire, went about the world in queft of ad-
ventures. Their oazh at their inftallation obliged them < to re-
¢« drefs wrongs, relieve widows and orphans, chaftife info-
“ Jence, &%c.”  Thefe injunétions they pioufly took ax
pied de la lettre; and thofe cavaliers, who were of a com-
paflionate character, fet up for immediate redrefs of . grie-
vances, and fteered their courfe towards whatever court or city
was moft renowned for valiant knights. Thofe of ‘an amorous
complexion offered to maintain, that their miftrefles were fupe-
* rior in beauty to all the ladies of the faid court or city. At
their arrival, they publithed a cartel or manifefto declaring their
pretenfions. The compaflionate knights infifted, that fuch a
damfel thould have right done her upon an inconftant or faith-
lefs lover; fuch a widow or orphan have redrefs of a certain
gricvance; fuch an old or infirm perfon have fatisfaction given

him,
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him. If any of thefe or the like demands were rejected, a
combat enfued of courfe, and the ftranger knight was to be
treated with great diftinction 'till the queftion was decided.

Some gay cavaliers carried the humour farther, and took a
company of damfels upon palfries about with them, to ftake
them againft their opponents women. Their letters of defiance
were ufually in an extraordinary ftile. I will tranfcribe a few
of the ancient and authentic precedents, in their own words,
from their hiftorian and advocate, Fauffo the Italian; by which
fpecimen you will find our cavaliers of Hockley were a fet of
modeft gentlemen.

CHALLENGE

“ You may have heard I am one that make pretenfion to
“ beautiful damfels; and I am credibly informed you have one
¢« called Perina, faid to be wonderous handfome: now, if you
“ do not fend her me forthwith, or acquaint me when I may

« fend for her, prepare to fight me.”
A NSWER.

“ You are not fuch a man, that one of my rank fhould re-
¢« gard what you pretend to. Perina is mine, and handfome:
« I will meet you, and bring her with me into the lifts: you
« fhall ftake a couple of yours againft her, becaufe they have
¢ lefs beauty and worth. When I have vanquifhed you, they
¢ fhall wait upon Perina as long as fhe pleafes.”

Another CHALLEN GE.

“ If you do not fet the Brunetta at liberty, meet me, and
“ name the day; though this enterprize does not fo properly be-
“ long to me, as to fome other cavalier, who lives nearer, and
“ can be better informed of the violence.”

Another
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ANOTHER

«¢ Not out of envy at your glory, but out of a defire to be par-
<« taker thereof, do me the favour to fight me, and you will
¢ oblige your humble fervant.

The A NS W E R.

« Pray, Sir, be {o kind to come and dine with me to-mor-
“ row, and at two o clock I will attend you to the lifts.

Another CHALLENGE

“ You fay your cap is red; I fay it is blue, and will prove,
« that the fword by your fide is lead, and your dagger a wood-
¢ en one.”

The feconds were to make exceptions and enter protefts, to exa-
mine the arms and armour, and to fee there was no falfe work-
manfhip; for {miths had been bribed, and made fome armour
more weak, that their beft chapman might prevail. The fe-
conds then never fought, but interpofed as they faw caufe, ’till
by later refinements it grew to be the mode.

When combat became a {cience, the critics frequently dif-
fered on which fide the lye was given validly. To the end all
points might be fufficiently difcufled, ten days were allowed for
accepting the challenge; twenty to anfwer the adverfary’s mani-
fefto; and forty more to agree upon the lifts, the judge, &.
So that, let a man of honour be in never fo much hafte, feventy
days were good and fafe within the forms. In this interval fome
new f{cruple was often ftarted, each party endeavouring to put
himfelf in the place of defendant; and before thefe dithculties
could be removed, one or both of the parties have died peace-
ably in their beds. To gain time was a main artifice, and fre-
quently practifed; and in fome great emergencies, a kind of

military writ of error was admitted, by which the heioes were
VoL L b to
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to begin again. It will not be improper to quote one example.
Peter, king of Arragon, was challenged by Charles, king of Sici-
Jy, to fingle combat. The field appointed;was. near Bourdeatxean
Gafeony. Charles appeared with the lord of the fieldiand the judge.:
He waited feveral hours; then fcoured: the field (as, theiri law
enjoined) and, upbraiding his adverfary with contumacy, went
off with the judge. When Charles was gone, Perer appears ;
ftays fome time; fcours his field, and accufes: his competitor
as contumacious, for not ftaying out the whole time allotted,
The cafe was referred to counfel learned in chivalry : they de-
clared Charles not guilty of contumacy, becaufe:the judge went
off with him; and another day was appointed. Peter refufed
to appear: but pope Martin, who was, as infallible as:any: of
hisfucceffors, deprived him of the kingdom in difpute.
Sometimes the day and hour were agreed upon,, but, they differ-
ed about the field. One named the Piazza Grande at Milan;
the other the Carbonaro at Naples; and each has. appeared. in
fhining armour, praunced over the lifts, and fcoured his, field,
a hundred leagues from his enemy, who was- doing the like
in his own country, with equal parade, andequal bravery.
But of all the examples of this fort, I muft not. omit a
very fignal one, which is given us by- Froiffars the French hifto-
rian, and an eye-witnefs, and 'which I fhall tranfcribe at large.
It is of a famous decifion at Parss, in 1387, between two gen-
tlemen, vaflals of the court IY.4lenfon, both in employment
under him, and both favourites ; the chevalier Fobn Caronge ap-
pellant, and Fawmes /e Gris refpondent.  Fobm, it {eems, was
married to a handfome young woman, and happened to travel
beyond fea for fome advantage to his fortune. He left his wife
among her fervants at his feat in the country, where fhe behaved
very prudently. Now (fays our author) it fell out, that the devil
entered the body of Fames le Gris by temptation perverfe and

diverfe, making him caft an eye upon the chevalier’s lady, who
refided
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refided then at Argenzeil. It was {fworn at the trial afterwards,
that, upon a certain day of fuch a month in fuch ayear, he
took a horfe of the count’s, and rode thither. She and her
people made him very welcome, as being a companion of her
husband’s, and belonging to the fame mafter. After fome time,
fhe thewed him the houfe and the furniture; and {fulpe@ing
no harm, no fervant attended while the did fo. Then Fames
defired to fee the dungeon, as the chief thing he wanted to fee.
Now the dungeon is one of thofe ftrong ftone towers, of ancient
ornamentand defence, belonging to every caftle, with fmall {pike-
holes high in the walls, to keep prifoners of war in, in times of
commotion. Madam Caronge led him the way. As {oon as they
were in, he clapped the door after him: fhe thought the wind
had done it, *till Fames fell to embracing her, and, being a ftrong
man, had his will of her. At his taking leave of her, fhe faid
to him weeping; « Fames, Fames, you have not done well; but
¢« the blame {hall not lie at my door, but at yours, if my hus-
« band lives to come back.” Fames mounted his flower of
courfers (as the term was for a fine horfe) and returned to the
count’s, where, upon the ftroke of nine o’clock, he was among the
reft at his lordfhip’s levée, and at four the fame morning he had
been feen at home. I mark this particular fo precifely, becaufe
fo much depended upon it afterwards. Madam faid not a word
of what had paffed to man or maid, but retained in her memo-
1y the day and hour . When the husband returned from his ex-
pedition, his wife received him with great demonftrations of joy.
The day pafled; the night came; Fob» went to bed ; but fhe
lingered, which he wondered much at. She continued walking
backwards and forwards in the chamber, crofling herfelf between
whiles,’till the family was all in bed and afleep.Then the advanced to

* It is pity the hiftorian does not fay, what number or whether any of her domeflics fwore to Fames 22

Gris being at Argenteil, in that day or at that odd hour, nor which fervant broaght him his horfe from the
fiable, nor why fhie did not make her people ftop him, fince one would think fhe had opportunity and

power enough fo t0 do.
b2 the
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the bedfide, and kneeling, in the moft doleful accents, related
the whole adventure. At firft he could not believe what fhe told
him ; but fthe perfifted fo vehemently, that it ftaggered him, and
he faid, if it proved fo, he forgave her; but if otherwife, he
never would cohabit with her more. However he promifed to
fummon the chief of her relations and his own, and demean
himfelf upon the occafion as they thould dire¢t. Accordingly, next
morning, he wrote feveral circular letters, and appointed them a
day. When they were all met, and in a room together, he cal-
led his wife to them, locked the door, and bid her tell her own
ftory from point to point.  She did fo, and the refult of the con-
fultation was, to apprize the count their lord of it, and leave it
to him. This the husband agreed to do: but Fames (fays the
hiftorian) being prime favourite, the count faid, the tale founded
like a fiction: however, to fhew his impartiality, he ordered the
parties thould be confronted, and have a fair and formal hearing
face to face. _After long pleading, all the relations being prefent,
the woman perfifting, the chevalier accufing ftrongly, and the
{quire as peremptorily denying, Fames wasacquitted, and the count
concluded the woman muft have dreamed: for it was not judged
poflible for any man to ride three and twenty leagues (about
{feventy miles) commit fuch a fa&, and fpend fo much time as
the feveral circumftances of her depofition required, in four hours
and a half; for that was all the {pace, in which he could not
prove himfelf at home. His lordfhip therefere ordered, that no
more fhould be faid of it. But the chevalier, who was a man of
mettle, and confequently his honour very tender, now the thing
was publick, would not be fo put off. He brought the cafe be-
fore the parliament of Paris: It was depending for a year and
half, and the parties gave in fecurities to {tand by the decifion. That
wife fenate at laft determined, it thould be decided by combar 1o
all extremity, on the Monday following the fentence. The king,
happening to be then at Sluys in Flanders, immediately fent a

courier
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courier with orders to adjourn the day; for he was refolved
to fee the iffue himfelf. The dukes of Berry, Burgundy, and
Bourbon, the conftable of France, with the chief of the nobility,
came to town on purpofe. The lifts were fet out on the place of
St. Catharine, and {caffolds were ereCed for the numerous {pec-
tators. The combatants were armed at all points cap @ pie, as
the fathion was, and had each their chair to fit down in, ’till
they were to enter upon action. The dame was feated upon a
car, covered with black. The husband rofe from his feat, went
to her, and faid: Madam, by your information, and in your
quarrel, I am here to venture my life, and fight Fames le Gris:
you know beft whether my caufe be good and true.  Sir, replied
fhe, you may depend upon it, and fight fecurely. Then he
took her by the hand, and kiffed her: he croflfed himfelf, and
entered the lifts. She remained praying, and in great per-
plexity, as well fhe might; for, if her cavalier was worfted,
he was to be hanged, and fhe to be burned without mercy; for
fuch was the fentence in exprefs terms. But the die was thrown,
and they muft abide by the chance. The field and fun being
divided, according to cuftom and equity, they performed their
careers, and their exercifes of the fpear on horfe-back, and, be-
ing both very expert, without any hurt. Then they alight-
ed, and fell to work with their fwords. In a little time the
chevalier fohn was wounded in the thigh, and all his friends in
a mortal fright for him: but he fought on, and fo valiantly,
that at length he brought his adverfary to the ground, run his
fword into his body, and killed him upon the fpot. He locked
round, and asked if he had done his duty well : It was anfwered,
yes, with a general voice; and immediately Fames was deliver-
ed to the hangman, who dragged him to a hill near Paris,
and hanged him there. The bufinefs thus concluded, the cheva-
lier came, and kneeled before the king, who made him rife;

and ordered him a thoufand livres that day, and two hundred
more

xxa
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more yearly for hisilife, and made him a gentleman of his bed-
chamber. ~Then, defcending to the fcaflold, he went to his wife,
whom he faluted, and they walked together to the cathedral of
Nétre Dame, to make their offerings. So the charge was
well proved, and the hiftorian durft make no refleGtion; for, in
thofe days, no body could queftion but Fames was guilty, be-
caufe he was flain.

I muft not negle& mentioning, that combat was no where
more in fathion, than here in England. Our hiftory abounds
with inftances : Our heroes performed in Tothilfields, where the
judges of the common-pleas prefided, and pronounced fen-
tences. But, when a caufe- was tried before the king, the

lord high conftable, and the earl marfhal, fat as judges.

Infinite were the mifchiefs proceeding from thefe falfe and
abfurd notions of honour. The firft inftitution, though bar-
barous enough, was ftill more perverted by mifapplication.
Thefe cavaliers, from protecting widows and orphans from op-
preflion, proceeded to prote& their fervants and dependents from
juft profecution and punifhment. In thort, throughout all
Europe this frenzy prevailed, ’till it became both the Aonour and
the /ow of nations, and drew to its fide not only the divines,
but the legiflazors themfelves.

We have feen all the ideas of heroifm formed upon this
{fyftem. Kings themfelves and bithops were employed in writ-
ing romances, of the Paladines of France, the Palmerins of
England, and the knights of the round table. The fingle fub-
je& of Awmadis de Gaul was extended to above twenty vo-
lumes. The French, not fo contented, extracted from thence
{peeches and flowers enough to fill two more; and their tranf-
lator de Herberay was efteemed fo great a mafter of eloquence,
as to be called the Cicero of France. 'There, and in Italy
and Spain, it over-run all books, and debauched all tafte; and

upon
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upon this wife model the fine gentlemen of each nation form-
ed both their manners and their language.

In the midft of all thefe prejudices, we fee our author un-
dertake to combat this .gianz of falfe homour, and all thefe
monflers of falfe wiz. No fooner did his work appear, but
both were cut down at once, and for ever. The illufion of
ages was diflipated, the magic diffolved, and all the enchant-
ment vanifhed like fmoke. And fo great and total was the
change it wrought, that, if fuch works are now ever read, it
is only the better to comprehend the fatire, and give light
to the beauties of his incomparable Doz Quixoze.

ADVER--

xxiil
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ADVERTISEMENT concerning the PRINTSs.
B OV OLDFIELD, MD.

HOUG H prints to books are generally confidered as mere embellyfbments,
and are, for the moff part, [o ordered as to appear of little more confe-
quence than the other ornaments of binding and gilding, and to ferve on-

by for the amufement of thofe, who are fatisfied with fuch kind of beauties of an
author ; they are however capable of anfwering a higher purpofe, by reprefenting
and illuftrating many things, which cannot be fo perfectly expreffed by words : And
as there are a great many inflances, efpecially in writers of this kind, where the
reader’s fancy leads him to imagine how the paffions and affections difcover them-
Selves upon particular occafions to the eye, and to figure to bimfelf the appearances
of them in the features and geftures of the perfons concerned; in thefe circum-
Sances the affiffance of an artift, who knows how the countenance and outward
deportment are influenced by the inward movements of the mind, and is able to
reprefent the various effects of this kind by the lively expreffion of the pencil, will
Jupply the imperfection of the reader’s imagination, and the deficiency of the de-
feription in the author, which muft, in many cafes, be tedious and incffectual.
Lnd the knowledge of the particulars of this kind may be communicated this way,
as much more accuratch, as well as agreeably, than by words, asthat of a man’s
perfon would be by a good portrait, than by the moff laborious and circumflantial
verbal defcription.  And perbaps the art of drawing cannot be more properly em-
Dloyed than in fetting before the reader the perfons concerned at a time when bis
curiofity is moft excited and interefted about them, and when, by the introduttion,
as it were, of the altors in the treatife, in their proper attitudes and geflures, a
written narrative may, in fome meafure, receive the advantages of a dramatick
reprefentation.

As the principal end therefore of printsin this cafe, befides the mere gratifi-
cation of the eye, is to afford a kind of entertainment, which the imperfection of
language, or the nature of things, hinders from being conveyed [o well any other
way; the fubjecls ought to be chofen rather with regard to their fitnefs for this
purpofe, than on account of their general importance in refpect fo the matter of
the treatife, or any other confideration. Aud for this reafon, an incident that is
in itfelf of no great confequence, and that makes no great figure in the book, by
giving occafion for fome curious and entertaining expreffion, may better deferve to
be taken notice of in this way, than many of the more material and formal oc-
currences, which do not fo well admit of being drawn, or, if they do, yield little
or no additional pleafure to that of the written account of them. But above all .

Vor. L C thefe
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thofe fubjeéts are to be avoided, which fo frequently occur in our author, as the
defign of his undertaking required, awhere the bare tmaging, or laying them be-
Jore the’ fight, is fo far from affording any new delight, or giving any illu-
Sfiration to the relation of them, that it impairs, and in fome meafure deftroys,
the agrecable cffet it would otherways bave -bad. Two remarkable inflances of
this kind may be feen in the prints of Coypell, of the adventures of the wind-
mills, and the flocks of theep; which, though they are very entertaining in the
author's defcription of them, as they ferve to fhew the bewitching influece of ro-
mances on the imagination, yet, by being fet immediately before the eye, become
too fhocking for the belicf; as bappens in other like inflances, and particularly in
dramatick reprefentations, where Jeveral of the [ubjelts of the bigheft and per-
feéteft kinds of narration will not bear to be fhewn to the naked fight, where the eye
is the immediate judge : and, if Hercules is not t2 be feen on the flage encounter-
ing with two at once, much lefs is the knight to be expofed to view in fuch unequal
and extravagant engagements, whilf} either the reader or be are awake: though
be may very preperly and naturally be fhewn difplaying bis courage in much the
fame manner (as be does in the adventure of the wine-skins) whilff be is faft
aflecp. Nor is the ludicrous nature of bis exploits, or the defign of the author to
expofe the like abfurdities in the writers of romance by them, an excufe for in-
Jringing, and in a manner defiroying, all the credibility and wersfimilitude of
thems which is, in a manncr, deftroying the very being of them, and all the con-
Jequences and efelts propofed from them. And the mere picturing of thefe kinds
¢f tranfaltions, and making them thereby appear more grofs and unlikely, as it
needs muft, inflead of illufirating, is, in effeét, giving a kind of ocular dewnon-
Pration of the falfity of them, and has the fame effest upon the knight’s own per-
formances, as they were intended by the author to bave upon thole of the former
champions in romance, by heightening and aggravating the extravagance and im-
probability of them. Befides the injudicious choice of thefe two fubjelts, the de-
Jfigner of the French prints, who feems to bave bad fome difcernment of the unfit-
wefs of that of the wind-mills, bas fallen, if poffible, into a greater abfurdity,
en order to palliate it, by reprefenting them with the beads and bands of giants,
the better to reconcile you to the extravagance of the knight's miffaking them for
Juch; as, for the fame ingenious reafon, he might bave put the flock of fheep into
armour, to countenance the like miftake in relation to them.
The chief inducement that led the engravers to make choice of the foremention-
ed fubjects, and otbers of the like kind, was the eafinefs of fetting forth and di-
Singusfbing them; fince it is as much more eafy to determine and mark out a paf-
Jage by a wind-mill or a flock of fheep, @ wooden cage, or @ wooden horfe,
than
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than by an bumorous or entertaining attitude or expreffion, as it is lefs pertinent
and pleafing; and though indeed it is abfolutely neceffary, that the fubjeéts fhould
be [o ordered, as that they may be readily known and diffinguifbed; this is of-
ten difficult to be done in the moff defireable and amufing ones, notwithflanding
all the advantage that can be taken of the feene of altion, and the airs, ha-
bits, pofitions, poftures, and refemblance of features in the fame perfons; efpeci-
ally in the reprefentation of fpeeches, and converfations, where, though there is
often fomething as entertaining to be expreffed, as in moft otber cafes, there is fre-
quently lefs to determine the fubject. I will mention only one inflance of this kind,
swith the expedient we have made ufe of to explain and determine it; which
15, the account that is given of Dulcinea’s enchantment in Montefinos’s cave
by the knight, after be bad been let down into it to explore the fecrets of it.
The'recital of this transformation is made to a certain curious fcholar, a collec-
tor of wonders, and a great dealer in the marvellous and improbable, and to
bis own fquire, the original inventor of it, who bad framed the flory, to ferve
bis own purpofe, upon the plan of bis mafler’s romantic ideas ; who, in confor-
mity to them, readily believed, and, by natural confequence, when be was proper-

by illuminated by the vapours and exbalations of the cavern, as diffinétly fow all
the particulars of it.
Of bis two auditors, to whom he makes a moff faithful and [erious relation

of all that bis chimerical imagination fuggefled to him upon this occafion, the
ane believes every tittle of it 5 but the other, who knew that he himfelf bad
been the lady's only enchanter, could not belp entertaining fome feruple very preju-
dicial to bis mafler’s veracity, of which hewever it imported him to conceal the
reafons. This cannot fail to have a very agreeable effe?, if well executed. But
if the fubject fhould not be fufficiently determined by the feene of ation, the
knight's addrefs to the fcholar and bis fquire, nor by the folemn flupidity of the
Sormer, by which be exprefles bis belief of the flory, or by the balf fijffed
arch leer of the latter, by which be at the fame time both difcovers, apd en-
deavours to conceal, his disbelief of it ; it will be fuficiently diffinguifbed by
the drawing of it, as we bave ordered the matter in the print, in the kollow
of the cave there reprefented, to be feen through the mouth of it. Examples
of this kind are frequent emough with painters and engravers, of which ons
may be feen in a print of Rembrandt’s, where be bas told the flory, which
a comjurer or fortune-teller is fuppofed to be relating to bis correfpondent,
by a fant sketch of it on the wall of bis cdll: and the fame method is
made ufe of by Raphael in a piclure on the fubjedt of Pharaoh’s dream.

Anather

xxvil
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ADVERTISEMENT concerning the PrinTs.

Another thing we bave attended to with the greateff care, as it was of
much confequence where fuch a number of prints were to be furnifbed out
which was, to vary and diverfify them as much as poffible. And this indecd
was lefs difficult on account of the author’s extraordinary invention, which
bas fupplied fiuch ample matter for this purpofe in the multitude of incidents
and cvents, and the diverfity of perfons and feencs of aclion, the work abounds
with. To which we may add, that the ferious parts, in the novels inferted and
anterfperfed, are admirably fitted to relieve the eye from too conflant an attenti-
on to the fame Perfons, and the fame kind of bumorous and ludicrous actions.
But the principal caution bas been, as much as might be, to avoid the too
Srequent ufe of the fame expreflions in the countenances and geftures of the
perfins reprefented.  For fince the paffions and affettions are capable of being
fet forth with greater wvariety by language than delineation, and a thoufand
different expreffions of fpeech will convey them to the ear, whereas there is
only one in drawing, that properly denotes them in the fame perfon, what was
not repetition tn the author may juftly fall under that imputation in the de-
Sfigner 5 and little differences in the poffures, and other lefs material circumflances,
will not belp the matter, where the main and only things worth attending to
are the [ame, as will akways be the cafe where the fame perfons are affected
in the fame manner. For an inflance of this, out of a great number that
occur in the prints that have been publifbed on this or the like occafions,
I will only mention the two forecited ones, of the adventures of the wind-mills,
and the flocks of fheep, in both which the knight is fbewn making bis attack
with the fame eagernefs and refolution, and the fquire expoffulating with the
feme earncfinefs and vebemence to diffuade bim from his extravagant under-
takings : though it muft be owned, that, if thefe fubjects had been of them-
Jelves proper, there was fufficient foundation for varying the charaller of
Sancho, fo as to accommodate them to this purpofe ; fince it is evident, that be
muft  be very differently affected in thefe different circumflances, though bis
mafler, who imagined bimfelf engaging with alike formidable foes in both of
them, was not. For as be only faw things with a vulgar eye, and appre-
bended them as they appeared to him at ficft fight, without any sf the knight's
myfterious fecond -fightednefs, ke could not but diftern a great deal of dif-
ference between the danger that immediately threatned bis mafler, bis govern-
ment, and all his future hopes, in the one cafe, and the barmlefs abfurdity in
the ather, ahich could only occafion vexation with a mixture of contempt in bhim,
whereas the former muft infpire bim with equal terror and aftonifbment ; though
in both of them, confidering the perfon and the occafion, the ridiculous would be
moft prevalent in the gjeck. I
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I might add fomewbat bere about the point of time to be taken in each
Srory, in thefe kinds of reprefentations; which, as it can be but one fingle in-
Jlant, ought to be chofen with the greateff care, and to be that, in which the
Jeveral perfons introduced, or at leaff the principal ones amongft them, are
engaged in the moff intereffing and entertaining manner that is capable of
being expreffed. And though moft fubfetls admit of a wvariety of circumflances
of time proper. for the purpofe, of which however fome one is generally pre-
Serable to the reft, I will only mention one, which contains no lefs than four
different and diftinét conjunétures, of any one of which the artift might ferve
bimfelf upon this occafion: and that is, the account of the Duenna’s night vifi:
to Don Quixote at the duke’s palace. In order to point out thefe intelligibly
to the reader, who may not have the paffage in memory, it is neceffary briefly
to recite it, which 1is this.

During the refidence of the knight at the duke’s palace, an old Duenna,
or attendant, of the duchefs’s took it into her head to make him a vifit, to re-
late ber daughter's misfortune to him, and to require his affifiance towards her
relief in the way of his profeffion. By the command fhe had of the keys of
the apartments, and for fecrecy, [be chofe the dead time of the night, when,
to bis great furprize, fbe opened the door and entered bis chamber. Love,
and the burts and fcratches he had received in bis late adventure of the cats,
bad kept him waking, and bis diffempered imagination reprefented her to him
as fome forcerefs or necromancer come to praltife her wicked arts upon him ;
which ber flrange appearance and unfeafonable entry eafily confirmed bim in.
This fufficiently alarmed him, and the firft fight of him in the plight be was in
equally aftonifbed her. On the inflant of ber approach ke flarts up in bis bed,
and fke at the fame time recoils back with the greateft conflernation at his
meagre and ghafly appearance. This feems to be the firft proper incident in
this flory for reprefentation, in which the matron would be feen, as fre is de-
feribed, advancing with a flow and flent pace towards the knight, in a long
white veil, with a buge pair of [peclacles on ber nofe, and a taper in ber
hand, ’till, upon firft lifting up her eyes, fhe difcovers him croffing and blef~
fing bimfelf at the fight of her, and thereupon, with greater conflernation,
Slarts back at the more woful and forlorn figure of ber champion, as ke ap-
peared erect in bis bed, wrapped from hbead to feot in a quilt or blanket,
with a woolen night-cap on his bead, with bis face and nofe plaiftered over,
and bound up together with bis muflachoes. Another proper junfture feems
to be, when, after they had pretty well got over their former fright, and be-
gan to confider one another as flefb and blood, while the old gentlewoman was

Vor. L. d i gone
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gone out to light her candle, that had been put out in the former furprize,
the knight, by a new turn of bis frenzy, fancies fbe came to folicit unlawwful love
to bim; and getting out of bed to fecure the door againft ber return, fbe, upon
ber re-entry with a lighted candle, difcovers him advancing towards ber in
bis fbirt, and thereupon forms the fame dreadful apprebenfions of bis defigns upon
ber: whereupon both of them at the fame time call to one another, to know whe~
ther their refpective bonours were fafe. The inf} ant of this mutual expoftulation
feems to be the critical minute to fhew them in: _dAnd the extreme coynefs
and delicacy of thefe folemn perfons, with the wocful figure they make upon this
occafion, could not fail, if well expreffed, of having a wvery pleafant and bu-
moraous cffeét.  The next proper circumflance, that offers itfelf for this purpofe,
is, when, upon the fecurity of their mutual affurances and profeffions of the chafti-
ty and innocency of their intentions, they bad got over their formidable appreben-
Sions, and were come into a perfelt confidence in one another. They are repre-
[fented by the author’s pleafant defcription of them in the following manner. This
faid, he kiffed his own right hand, and with it took hold of hers, which
the gave him with the like ceremony.  This folemnity, or that of his condud-
ing ber towards the bed, to which this is the introduétion, or part of the fame
attion, would perbaps afford a more entertaining piclure than any other par-
ticular in the whole flory, and accordingly it feems, in a manner, to be pointed out
by the author for that purpofe, by what be [ays in the next paragraph in
the following bumorous words. Here Cid Hamete, making a parenthefis, fwears
by Mabkomet, that he would have given the beft of two coats he had, only
to have fcen the knight and the matron walk thus, hand in hand, from the
chamber door to the bedfide. The only remaining circumflance in this wva-
riety, that is fufficiently different from the reft, is, when the old lady is feated
in a chair by the bedfide, to relate the occafion of her wvifit, and the knight
is laid down, and compofed in bis bed, to bhear it. And though this appears the
leaft affecting one, has the leaff allion, and admits of the leat expreffion of
any of them, the engraver of the French prints, by bis choice of it, feems
to give it the preference to all thofe I have mentioned, and cven to that a-
mong, the reft, which the author appears [o intent to turn the reador’s eye upon,
as the moft amufing incident to the fight, and confequently  the Sitteft for this
kind of reprefentation, and which for that reafon we bave pitched upon.

The
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The Import of the FRoNTISPIECE.

NSTEAD of the portrait and lineaments of the author, of which all the

traces have been long fince deflroyed by time, we thought fit, by way of orna-
ment, to perfix before this work the true and moff durable monument of his me-
mory, a figurative reprefentation of the general difign and intention of it,
wbhich we bhave accordingly attempted in the Print at the front of it.

The main feope and endeavour of the author, in this performance, was, to ba-
nifb from the writings of imagination and fancy the chimerical, unnatural, and
abfurd conceits, that prevailed [o much in bis time, and which, in confequence, had
infected the world and common life with a tinéture of them, and to reflore the
ancient, natural, and genuine way of treating the [ubjells that fall within this
province.

In order to reprefent this by delineation to the fight, Mount Parnaffus, the feat
of the Mufes, bere expreffed and fhewn in the poffeffion of the monflers and chi-'
meras of the books of chivalry, will fufficiently ferve to intimate the prepofe-
rous and diforderly flate of the poetical world at that time, and the reform it
Slood in need of, and which our author bas fo fuccefsfully effected in bis inimitable
performance, by erefting a fcheme of the like fabrick and texture with thofe of
the writers of romance, whereby be bas foiled and vanquifbed all the brood of
monflers of knight-errantry, with their patrons, and the whole band of necro-
mancers to affift them, at their own weapons.

The principal figure, the Hercules of the Mufes, to awhom the ancient mytho-
logy bas affigned that appellation, as their patron and protector, and who is often
Jeen in company with them in ancient monuments, with a barp in bis band, to ex-
prefs bis skill in the arts, over which they prefide, will here fitly denote the au-
thor, who appears fo fignally devoted to them by the pains be bas taken to cultivate
their favourite arts, and the example be has given of juff and natural writing in
the way of more ferious amufement, both in this and his other works, as well as
by the ridicule, whereby he has fo effectually expofed the chimerical and falfe preten-
Joons of their rivalks, the patrons of extravagance and abjurdity.

Tbe bufinefs of the beroe, in which be is bere engaged, in allufion to the author,
and fuitably to bis own charaéler, is, the driving away the monfters that had
ufurped the feat of the Mufes, and reinflating them in their ancient poffeffion of
it : and be is properly introduced on this occafion, not only as tée patron of the
Mufes, and a defiroyer of monflers in general, but as Spain, where be ereited bis
Samous pillars, the trophies of his viclories, was the feene of [everal of bis moff

confiderable exploits; where be flew Geryon, the king of the country, with a triple
body;.
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body, the dog with two beads, aud the feven-beaded dragon, and from whence he
drove away a certain wonderful race of wild bulls; though fome of the breed of
them, that feem to have been left bebind, committed great outrages, ’till our au=
thor's chivalry has, in a great meafure, put an end to the pernicious effects of the
confliéls with them ; though it muf} be owned, that they are not wholly extinét to
this day, but that the inbabitants, when they are pricked on by henour to engage
them, fuffer confiderable mifchiefs from them. The Satire, who is frequently feen
in the fame company, and fometimes in the fame altion, in which be is bere repre-
Jented, in ancient monuments, [erves in this place to fet forth the bumorous na-

ture of our author’s performance, by furnifbing the bheroe, bis reprefentative, with

the proper implements for accomplifbing bis end, viz. thofe of raillery and fatire,

expreffed by the Mask, which be prefents him with.

This is fufficient to give a clue to the defign of the Print, to which it refers, as
it was intended to illuftrate the general and extenfive aim and view of the author
in this work, to which it may be confidered as a kind of Allegorical Title Page,
under the ornaments of fculpture.

THE
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To the RicurT HONOURABLE

JOHN LorD CARTERET,

&c. &c. &c.

MosT ExceLLENT Lorp,

S famous a Writer as Michael
de Cervantes Saavedra was,
who perpetuated the Memory
of {o many Spaniards, and had
the Art to make immortal,
‘Men that never livid at all ; yet
hath he had no-body to write

his own Life in all this Time. Your LorDsHIP

being defirous it thou’d be done, was pleas'd to
honour me with your Commands to collet

together what Particulars and Notices I cou'd
A2 meect
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meet with pertaining to the Life and Writings of
this great Man. Accordingly I fet about it with
that Diligence which became One concern’d in
the Exccution of {o honourable a Task, and I
have found that Cervantes’s Attions afford {o very
Little Matter, and his Writings fo very Much,
that I was oblig’d, with the Leaves of the lat-
ter, as with a rich Cloathing, to cover the Na-
kednefs and Poverty of a Perfon moft highly
worthy of better Times. For though the Age
he liv’d in, is faid to be a Golden One, very cer-
tain I am, that with refpe¢t to Him and fome
other well-deferving Perfons, it was an Age of
Iron.  'The Enviers of his Wit and Eloquence
did nothing but murmur at and fatyrize him.
Scholafticks, incapable of equalling him either
in Invention or Art, {lighted him as a Writer not
Book-learn’d. Many Noblemen, whofe Names
but for him had been buried in Oblivion, la-
vifh’d and threw away upon Parafites, Flatterers,
and Buffoons, their whole Power, Intereft, and
Authority, without beftowing the leaft Favour
on the Greateft Wit of his Time. As much as

That
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That Age abounded with Writers, Few of them
have made any Mention of Cervantes, at leaft
in his Praife; and Thofe who have praisd him
(which are fewer ftill) have done it in fo cold a
manner, that as well the Silence of the Hifforians
and the Praifes of the Poets, (his Co-tempora-
ries) are certain Tokens either of their little
Knowledge of him, or great Envy towards him.
Your LorDsHIP has fo juft a Tafte of his

Works, that You have manifefted Your felf the
moft liberal Maintainer and Propagator of his
Memory; And it is by Your LorDsHIPand
through Zour Means, that Cervantes and his fn-
genious Gentleman do Now acquire their due Ef-
timation-and their greateft Value. Once again
therefore let thge Great Don Quixote de la Man-
cha {ally forth to the Light, hitherto an unfor-
tunate Adventurer, but Now and for ever a motft
Happy One under Your Lordihip’s aufpicious
Patronage. Long live the Memory of the in-
comparable Writer MicHAEL DE CERVANTES
SAAvEDRA. And may Your LorDsHIP
accept of the enfuing Sheets, as a fure and perpe-

tual
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tual Token of that ready and glad Obedience
which I profefs for Your LorpsHIP’s Com-
mands, which tho’ I may not have executed to
the Height and Extent they deferve (for I am
not fo conceited, or fo ambitious, as either to
prefume I have done fo great a Thing, or hope
to Do it) yet at leaft I {hall remain fatisfy’d with
the Glory of approving my felf

YouR LORDSHIP’s

Moft Obfeguious Dutiful Servant,

‘D. Greg. Mayins & Silcir.
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Of the following

S

LIFEo MicuaeL pE CERVANTES SAAVEDRA,

HE Place of his Birth, Numb. 4.
His particular Study, Numb, q.
His Employment, Numb. 10.
His Profeffion, Numb. 11.
His Captivity, Numb. 12.
His Redemption, Numb. 12.

His applying bimfelf to Dramatic Writing, Numb. 12.

His Works, Numb. 13, &c.

The Six Books of his Galatea, Numb. r3.

Don Quixote de la Mancha, Numb. 15.

Exemplary Novels, Numb. 147.

Voyage to Parnaflus, Numb. 166.

Eight Comedies and as many Interludes, Numb. 173.
Other Plays of his, Numb. 177, &c.

His Sicknefs, Numb. 177.

His Death, Numb. 148,

His Pourtrast, Numb. 183.

THE
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OF

MicHAEL DE CERVANTES SAAVEDRA.

WRITTEN BY

DON GREGORIO MAYANS & SISCAR.

Icuarr pE CERVANTES SaavEDRa,
who when living was a valiant Soldier, tho’ Friend-
lefs and Unfortunate ; and a very eminent Writer,
tho’ without any Patron to favour him; was never-
thelefs, when dead, emuloufly adopted by feveral
Countries, who laid Claim to his Birth. Efguivias
calls him hers. Seville denies her that Honour, and
affumes it to her felf. Lucena makes the fame Pre-
tenfion. Each alledges her Right, and none of them
1s allow’d it.

1. The Claim of Efjuivias is efpous’d by Don
Thomas Tamayo de Vargas, a mott learned Man :

Probably, becaufe Cervantes beftow’d on that Place the Epithet Renoton’d, but the fame

Cervantes explains himfelf by faying : On a thoufand Accounts Renown'd : one for ber il-

luftrious Familiesy anotber for ber moft illufirious Wines.

2. Tamayo’s great Rival, Don Nicholas Antonio, pleads for the City of Seville; and
to prove his Point, advances two Reafons or Conjectures. He fays that Cervantes,
when very young, faw Lope de Rueda act Plays in Seville; and adds, that the Sur-
names of Cervantes and Saavedra are peculiarly Sevillian Names. The firft Conjecture
proves but little.  For when I my felf was a Child, I faw a noted Play (and it is the
only one I ever faw) acted at Valencia, and yet I was not born there, but at Oliva.

Vou. L. a Befides

[
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B:fides, when Cervantes was faying, that (a) Lope de Rueda, a Man of an excellent
Underfanding, as well as a celebrated Player , was a Native of Seville, it was natural
likewife to have call’d it his own Country : but neither in that Place, nor in any other
where he names Seville, does he once take any notice of his being born in that City.
The fecond Conjecture proves yet lefs: For if Michael de Cervantes Saavedra had had
his Extraltion from the Cervantes and Saavedras of Seville, thofe being Noble Fa-
milies, he wou’d have mention’d it fome where or other fpeaking fo often of himfelf
as he does in his Works ; now the moft that he fays, is, that he was a Gentleman,
without adding any Circumftance fpecifying his Family. Befides, had he been born at
Seville, furely among the Cervantes and Saavedra Families there, fome among them had
preferv’d the glorious Memorial of having giv’n to Spain fo illuftrious a Perfon. A
Proof which wou’d have been alledg’d by Don Nicbolas Antonio as he efpous’d that
Opinion, and was himfelf a Native of Seville.

3. As for Lucena : the People there have a Tradition our Author was born among
Them. When this Tradition is clearly made out, or the Parith-Regifter is produced
to confirm it, we fhall readily believe it,

4. Mean while I hold it for a Certainty, that Cervantes drew his firft Breath at
Madrid, fince he himfelf in His Voyage to Parnaffus, (b) taking leave of that Great
Town, (for it is no City) thus addrefles himfelf to ic:

Then, turning to my bumble lowly Cell,
Farewel, faid I; and Thou, Madrid, Farewel 3
Farewel ye Fountains, Prado, and ye Plains,
Where Neflar flows, and where Ambrofia rains.
Adieu, Affemblies, Converfation fweet,
Wbere the Forlorn awbile their Cares forget.
Adieu, delightful and Romantic Spot,
Where, firuck with Lightning from the Thund’ver fbor,
Aitempting & Scalade on Heav'n’s bigh Wall,
Two Earth-imprifon’d Giants curfe their Fall.
Adieu tbe Publick Theatres, from wbhence,
To take-in Farce, they've banifbt Common Senfe.
Adieu the bleft St. Philip’s fpacious Walk,
Where States are weigh’d, and News is all the Talk :
How crefi-faln or elate the Turkith Hound,
How the * wing’d Lion wins or lofes Ground. ¢ Venice.
Adieu, pale Hunger! to avoid the Fate,
If bere I fiay, of Dying at thy Gate,
This Day, in order to prevent the Blow,
Out of MY CQUNSTRY and my felf I go.

5. Having made this Obfervation, I turn’d to the Minutes which Don Nickolas An-
sonio took in order to form his Bibliotheca, and in the margin thereof I found he had
added this very Proof of Cervantes’s Country ; but being defirous to maintain his old
Opinion, he concludes thus; By the Words MY COUNTRY may be underfiood

all

(0) In the Preface to his Eight Comedies. (t) Chap. 1.
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all Spain, Whoever reads Cervantes’s Verfes attentively and without partiality, will
fee that this Interpretation of D. Nicholas Antonio is ftrain’d, and even contrary to Cer-
vantes’s Meaning ; for the firft fixteen Lines are a defcriptive Definition of Madrid ;
the three next Verfes an Apoftrophe or Speech, directed to his Hunger ; and the laft
Verfe of all, 2 Return to the Town of Madrid, where, he had before told us, he had
an bumble lowly Cell, out of which he was going on his Journey to Parnaffus:
Journey, the Defcription whereof carry’d him as it were out of himfelf, by way of
Poetical Tranfport ;

Hoi de MI PATRIA, i de mi mifino falgo.

Out of MY COUNTRY and my felf I go.
Belides, in the Lines immediately following, he fays,

Then, to the Port, by flow degrees, I came,

Which to the Carthaginians owes its Name :

A Port which Eolus’s Rage defies,

Impervious to that Blufierer of the Skies :

A Port, to whofe clear Fame all Ports muft wvail

The Sea Ser wafbt, Sun faw, or Man con’d fail.

6. If Cervantes by bis Country had meant all Spain, (a thing very improper, and in-
confiftent with his accurate way of writing) when he quitted Spain, then he fhou’d
have call’d her his Country, and not when he directed his Speech to Aadyid and quit-
ted that Town, in order to go to Cartagena, efpecially going as he did, by flow de-
grees, to that famous Sea-port, where he was to embark for his Voyage to Parnafus
in Company with Mercury.

7. Be it therefore taken for granted, that Madrid was the Place of Michael de Cer-
wantes Saavedra’s Nativity, and likewife the Place of his Abode. Apollo himfelf gives
Evidence of this in the Superfcription of a pleafant Letter of his, in thefe Terms. (¢) To
Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, in Orchard-fireet, fronting tke Palace formerly belonging
to the Prince of Morocco, in Madrid. Poflage, balf a Real, I mean feventeen Marave-
dis. And his Habitation feems to have been none of the beft, fince he concludes the
Account of his Voyage, thus,

Then full of Spleen I fought my old, dark Cell.

8. Cervantes was born in the Year 1549. as may be gather’d from thefe Words
which he wrote on the 14th Day (d) of Fuly, 1613. It does not fuit one of my Years to
make a Jeft of the other World : For Iam now on the wrong Ji de of Sixty four. (Por la
mano, aforeband in Spanifp,) which I take to mean an anticipation of fome few Days.
So that I’m apt to think he was born in Fu/y; and when he wrote thofe Words, he might
be fixty four Years old, and fome Days.

9. From his moft tender Years he was very fond of Books : Infomuch that, fpeaking
of himfelf, he fays, (¢) I am wery apt to take up the leaft Piece of written or printed
Papers that lies in my way, tho’ it were in the middle of the Street. He was a great Lover
of Polite Learning, and totally apply’d himfelf to Books of Entertainment, fuch as No-
vels, and Poetry of all Kinds, efpecially Spani/h and Italian Authors. That he was
very converfant in fuch fort of Writers, appears from the pleafant and curious Scrutiny

a2 which

(¢) Foyage to FParnaflus, ¢b. 8, (d) Inthe Preface to the Novels.  (¢) Part I. ch. 9.
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which was made of Don Quixote’s Library, (f) his frequent Allufions to fabulous
Hiftories ; his moft accurate Judgment of {fo many Pocts (¢) ; and bis Poyage to Par-
naffus.

10. From Spain he went into Italy, either to ferve in Rome Cardinal Aquavica, to
whom he was Chamberlain ; (/) or elfe to follow the Profeflion of a Soldier, as he did
fome Years, under the vitorious Banners of that great Commander, Marco Antonio
Colona. (i)

11. He was one of thofe who were engag’d in the famous Battle of Lepanto where
he loft his Left-hand by the Shot of an Harquebus: (k) Or at leaft his Hand was fo
maim’d thereby, that he loft the Ufe of it. (/) He fought as became a good Chrif-
tian, and a gallant Soldier. Of his Share in this A&tion he was not a little proud,
(and with good Reafon;) faying many Years after. (m.)

The liguid Plain, then offering to my View,
Don John’s Heroic Aftion did renew,

In whofe fam’d VicPry, if I may compare
My felf with Others, I too bad a Share

* Mean as [ was=—

12. Afterwards, 1 know not how, nor when, he was taken by the Moors, and car-
ry’d to Aigiers. From hence fome infer that the Novel of the Captive (n) is a Relation
of Adventures that befcl Cervantes himfelf. And therefore they further fay, That he
ferv’d the Duke of Alva in Flanders, that he got to be an Enfign under an old expe-
rienced Captain of Guadalajara, whofe Name was Diego de Urbina; that he was after-
wards himfelf made a Captain of Foot, and was at the naval Battle of Lepanto, being
embark’d with his Company in Jobn Andrea Doria’s Galley, out of which he leap’d
into the Galley of Ucbali the King of Aigiers, who was then furrounded by the Spas-
niards, but getting loofe from them, Cervantes’s Soldiers were hinder’d from follow-
ing him, fo that he remain’d alone among his Enemies much wounded, and without the
leaft power to make any Refiftance ; and in fhort, among fo many victorious Chriftians,
he was the only Captive, tho” glorioufly fo. All this and much more is related by
the Captive, who is the principal Subjett of the Novel in queftion. This Captive,
«after the Death of the faid King Uchali, fell into the Hands (by bequeft) of Azanaga,
another more cruel King of Algiers, who kept him fhut up in a Prifon or Houfe which
the Turks call Banos, where they keep their Chriftian Slaves, as well thofe of the
King, as thofe who belong to private Perfons, and alfo thofe who are call’d de A/-
macen, that is, who belong to the Publick, and are employ’d by the City in Works
that belong to it.  Thefe latter do very difficultly obtain their Liberty; for having no
particular Mafter, but belonging to the Publick, they can find no Body to treat with
about their Ranfom, One of the.Captives, who was then at Algiers, I judge
to be Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, and in Proof of this I fhall relate what the Cap-
tive faid of Azanaga’s Cruelties : He wou’d bang one of the Chriftian Slaves one Day,
then impale anoiber, cut off the Ears of a third : and this upon fuch flight Occafions, that

often

(f) Part I. ch. 6. (g) Inthe fame Chapter. (b) See bis Dedication of Galatea. (i) Ibid.
() Pref. to the Novels. (1) In his Vopage to Parnaflus, ch. x.  (m) Ibid.  * Alluding to
bis being no more than a common Soldier. (n) Part I, of D. Quixote, ¢h. 39.
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often the Turks wow’d own, that be did it only for the Pleafure of dving it, and becanfe be
was natyrally an Enemy to Mankind. Only one Spanith Soldier knew bow to deal with
bim ;5 bis Name was Saavedra ; and becaufe be did fuch Things as will not eafily be forgor-
ten by the Turks, and all to gain bis Liberty, bis Mafter never gave bim a Blow, nor ufed
bim ill either in Word or Deed y and yet we were always afraid that the leaft of bis Pranks
wou’d make bim be impaled 5 nay, be bimfelf was fometimes afraid of it toos and if it
were not for fear of taking up too much of our Time, I could tell fuch Paffages of this
SoLDIER, as would divert the Company much better than the Relation of my Adventures,
and cayfe more Wonder in them, Thus far Cervantes, {peaking of himfelf by the Mouth
of another Captive; by whofe Teftimony it fhou’d feem that he was but a common
Soldier, and fo he calls himfelf on other Occafions; () and not an Enfign, much lefs a
Captain : Titles with which he wou’d have certainly honour’d- himfelf, at leaft in the
Frontifpiece of his Works, had he enjoy’d either of thofe Pofts. Five Years and an
half he was a Captive, and from thence had learnt to bear Afflictions patiently. He
then return’d to Spain (p), and apply’d himfelf to the writing of Comedies, of which
he compos’d feveral, all of them well receiv’d by the Publick, and acted with great
Applaufe, both for the Newnefs of the Art and the Decorations of the Stage, which
were wholly owing to the Wit and good Tafte of Cervantes. Thefe were The Cuffoms
or Humours of Algiers, Numantia, Tbe Ses-fight, and many others; Cervantes (g) hand-
ling the Firft and Laft as an Eye-Witnefs. He likewife wrote {everal Tragedies,
which were much extolled. (r) His good Friend Vincent Ejpinel, the Inventor of a parti-
cular Sort of Verfe, from him call’d E/pinelas, thought him worthy of a Place in his
ingenious Temple of Memory, lamenting the Misfortune of his Captivity, and celebrat-
ing the Beauty of his Poetical Genius, in this Otave :
In vain wert Thou by unrelenting Fate
Caft on a moft inbofpitable Shore ;
In vain thy adverfe Stars malicious Hate
Made Thee a Captive to the Mifireant Moor
Thy Mind flill free, Cervantes 5 undepreft
Thy Wit too; Both exert a Force Divine :
Pheebus and Pallas fiill infpire thy Breaft,
And bid Thee with fuperior Luftre fbine.
Louis Galvez de Montalvo had expreft himfelf in much the fame manner before Efpinel,
in his Verfes prefixt to Galatea :
Whilft Saracens beneath their galling Yoke
Thy captive Neck controlld,
And whilft Thy Mind, impaffive to the Stroke,
On Faith kept fafter Hold,
Heav'n did indeed rejoice s but Earth forlorne
In Tears ber Lofs confeft 5
The Mufes too, when Thou from Them wert lorne,
A Widow's Gricf expreft.
(o) In bis Voyage to Parnaflus, ch. 1. In Preface to Galatea. In the Approbation of the Segrl::’

Part of Don %lxote 3 _and fome manufcript Pieces treating of Algiers. (p) Preface to his Novels,
(g) Part 1. of Don Quixote, ¢b. 48, (r) lbid.
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But fince, veleaft from that Barbarian Band,
O Thou our Souls Defire!
Thou vifitt once again thy native Land,
Inviolate and entire,
Heav'n owns thy Worth : All Mankind does rejoice l
And Spain once more fhall bear the Mufes Voice. <
The Clofe of this Sonnet proves that Cervantes, even before he was a Captive, was
cfteemed one of the moft Eminent Poets of his Time.

13. But as the Information which comes by Hear-fap, is wont to be none of the
trueft ; Cervantes would fubjet himfelf to the rigorous Examen of fuch as thou’d be
inclin’d to read his Performances. Accordingly in the Year 1584 he publifh’d his
Si1x Books oF GALATEA, which he prefented, as the Firft-fruits of his Wit, to
Afcamio Colonna, at that time Abbot of §z. Sopbia, and fince Cardinal-Prieft with the
Title of the Holy Crofs of Ferufalem. Don Louis de Vargas Manrique celebrated this
Work of Cervantes ina Commendatory Sonnet, which, becaufe it is much beyond what
is ufually written on fuch Occafions, I fhall here fubjoin :

; The Sovereign Gods, when They om Thee befow'd
Such wvarious Gifts of Nature and of JArt,
Their Greatnefs, Great Cervantes, fully fbow’d
In Thee, to whom thofe Gifts they did impart.
Jove gave to Thee bis Thunderbolt, the Pow'’r
Of Words to fplit the bardeft Rocks in twain
Diana gave to Thee, by way of Dower,
In Chaflity of Style © excel each Swain :
Hermes the artful Tale with Plot improves,
And Mars contributes Nerves to make thee Stromg 3
Venus and Cupid gave Thee all their Loves,
And Phoebus aided the concerted Song :
Tbe Nine learn’d Sifters did enrich thy Mind,
And All bis Shepberds Pan to Thee refign’d. }

14. This Sonnet is both a true and a beautiful Defcription of the GaLAaTE 4, a2
Novel wherein Cervantes has manifefted the Penetration of his Wit in the Invention
his Fertility of Fancy in the abundance of his beautiful Defcriptions and entcrta}ning’
Epifodes; his rare Ability in unravelling many feemingly indiffoluble Knots; and his
Happinefs in choofing proper Words and Phrafes peculiarly adapted to the Perfons he
introduces, and to the Subject he treats of. But what is more to be commended, is
his handling Love-Matters with Modefty, herein imitating Heliodorus and /thmag;ra;’
the former of whom was of Phericia and wrote the Amours of Theagenes and Chari-
clea.  As for the latter, ’tis uncertain whether ever fuch a Perfon exifted at all; for if
the Conjectures of the learned Bithop Huetius are true, it was William Pbilan:kr that
wrote the Novel of Perfeft Love, and father'd it on Athenagoras. et this be as it will
our Cervantes wrote of Love fo judicioufly and philofophically, that we have no rea.
fQIn to regret the Lofs of Ariftotle’s Eroticks, or the Love-Books of Lis two Difciples
Ciearchus and Theopbraftus; or of Ariflon of Ceos, another Peripatetic. ~ But even this

Delicacy
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Delicacy with which Cervantes treated the Subje& of Love, he was afraid wou'd be
imputed to him as a Fault, and therefore he endeavoured to clear himfelf beforehand :
#ell I know (fays he) that in Pafloral Matters there is a particular Style wbich ought to
be reftrain’'d within due Bounds, fince even the Prince of Latin Pcefy bas been found fault
with for foaring much bigher in fome of bis Eclogues than in others: And therefore I [ball
be the lefs concern’d, fbow’d any one condemn me for putting Pbilofopbic Reafonings into the
Mouths of fome Enamour’d Shepherds and Sbepberdeffes, who foldom aim at a bigh Style
sn tbeir Difcourfe, or talk of any thing but Country-Affairs. But when it is confidered
that many of my Shepherds are only fo in Difguife, and wear a Paftoral Habit purely to
carry on the Defign of the Novel, this Objettion will fall to the Ground. But Cervantes
did not find it fo eafly a Matter to clear himfelf of another Objection, which was his
interweaving into this Novel fo many Epifodes, that their Multiplicity confounds the
Reader’s Imagination, let it be ever fo attentive ; for they come fo thick, that though
they are work’d in with great Art, yet this very Art gives no room to follow the
Thread of the Narration, which is frequently interrupted with new Incidents. He
was fenfible of this, and confeft as much when he introduc’d the Curate Perez (who
was a Man of Learning, and a Graduate of Siguenza,) and Mr. Nicholas the Barber,
faying: But what is that Book (ask’d the Curate) wbich is next to the Song-Book ? (mean-
ing Maldonado’s Cancionero.) It is (reply’d the Barber) The GaLaTEeA of Michael de
Cervantes, That Cervantes bas been my intimate Adcquaintance thefe many Years, cry’d
the Curate; and I know be bas been more converfant with Misfortunes than with Poetry.
His Bosk indeed bas fomething in it that fhews a bappy Invention. 1t aims at Something,
but concludes Nothing. Therefore we muft ftay for the Second Part, which be bas promis’d
us. Perbaps be may make us amends, and obiain a full Pardon, which is deny’d bim for
the prefent 5 3ill that time keep bim clofe Prifoner at your Houfe. The Second Part of
this Paftoral Novel was never publith’d, tho’ often promis’d by the Author. (5) One
Thing I obferv’d fome Years ago, and I here repeat it, fince it naturally falls in with
the Subject, and that is, the Style of The Gulatea is not very orderly, but rather con-
fus’d, and in fome Places abounding with affeted Oddities. The Words are indeed
very proper, but the conftructive Part violent, becaufe irregular, and contrary to the
ufual way of Speaking. Herein the Author imitated the ancient Books of Knight-
Errantry ; but in his Dedication and Preface he preferves a more natural Difpofition of
Style, and ftill more in the Pieces he publifh’d afterwards ; all which are a manifeft
RetraQation of his former Error., In The Galatea there are Songs and Verfes in both
thofe kinds of Spanifb Poetry, call’d Arte Menor, and Arte Mayor (¢). Thofe of the
firft Sort, in The Galatea, are exquifitely judicious and equally delightful, replete with
moft delicate Sentiments, and the Language inconceivably fwect. His Compofitions of
the Arte Mayor, in that Piece, are much inferior; however, there are fome Verfes in
it which may vie with the beft of any Poet whatever. ‘

15. But

(s) In an Oration in praife of Don Diego Saavedra Fayardo's %W aorks, prefix'd te his Refpublica Li-
teraria, reprinted in Madrid Anne Domini 1736,

() Coplas de Arte Menor, or Verfes of the lefler Art, otherwife call’d Redondillas, are fhort Verfes
in which the firft and fourth, and the Sfecond and third rbyme.” Thofe of the Arte Mayor, or the
Greater Art, is when each Verfe confifis of twelve Syllables, or contains two Verfes of the leffer Redon-
dilla, cach of which kas fix Syllables, The Rhyme, in bath, alike.
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15. But this is not the Work from which we are to take an Eftimate of the Great-
nefs of Cervantes’s Wit, his Miraculous Invention, or the Purity, Sweetnefs, and Eafi-
nefs of his Style. All which are moft admir’d in the Books he wrote of the ingenious
Gentleman Doy QuixoTE pDE LA Mancua. This was his Principal Under-
taking ; and an impartial Examen of this Work fhall be the Principal Subje¢t of my
Pen in thefe my particular Specifications of his Life, which I write with great Pleafure,
fince I do it in obedience to the Commands of a Great Honourer of the worthy Me-
mory of Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, who, if he had not already attain’d, as he
certainly has, an Univerfal Fame, he wou’d now have attained it by the Favour of fo
Illuftrious a Proteétor. (u)

16. The reading of bad Books is one of the principal Things corruptive of good
Morals, and deftructive of the Public Weal. Now if fo much Mifchief arifes from
Books which only give a bare Relation of bad Examples, what Effie¢ will not fuch
Books have which are feign’d on purpofe to inftil into unwary Minds a Poifon condited
and conferv’d with the Sugar of a Delicious Style? Such are the Milefian Fables, fo
call'd from the City of Miletus in Ionia (a Province addicted to all kinds of Debauchery)
where thefe Fables were firft introduc’d; as alfo the Sibarites in Italy, from whence
the Sibartic Fables took their Name. The whole Bufinefs of thefe Fables (I am only
fpeaking of the leud ones) was to deftroy Religion, to beaftialize Human Nature,
emafculate the Mind, harden Men into Brutes, or foften them into Eunuchs, and in-
ftruct them in every thing that was wicked and deteftable, bafe and unworthy.

17. The Hebrews wrote their idle Stories of the Cabala, and the Talmud, purely to
fupport the Madnefs of their Incredulity, by the credulous Perfuafion of Fictions the
motft ridiculous, extravagant and defpifable that can be imagin’d, and to avoid aflent-
ing to the Truth of the Chriftian Religion, more vifible to the World than the Light
of the Sun itfelf ; and fuch is their Affection and Fondnefs for legendary lying Sto-
ries, that in Truth itfelf they wou'd not own they faw the Truth, even to that degree
as, without any other Reafon or Foundation but their Love of Legends, to deny the
Book of Fob to be any other than a mere Parable. To them the Anabaptifis join’d
their Belief, and audacioufly afferted the Hiftory of Eftber and Fudith to be in like
manner nothing but Parables invented to divert and amufe the People. Thus do they
make ufe of their Fables to confirm their Sect, and turn their own Inventions to the
Deftruction of the Trueft and moft Authentic Hiftories that the World contains, and as
fuch have been preferv'd to us by the proper Depofitaries.

18. With this fame Intention of deftroying the True Religion, was likewife written
Mlabemer's Alcoran, which, as hath been obferv’d by the very learned Alexius Vinegas, (x)
contains a Quadripartite Sef?, of which the Firft and chief Part is the Swinifl or Epicu-
rean Life. - The Second, a Fumble of Jewith Ceremonies, woid of the Signification they bore
before the Comirg of Chriff. The Third, a Texture of the Arian and Neftorian Herefies.
Aud the Fourth, the Letter of the Gofpel difforted and ill expounded, to anfwer their de-
prav'd and wild Pretenfions.  Of this Stamp are the Stories of the Cradle ard Arrow., Jirft
broach’d by the Nioors in their Church of Malignants.

19. Another

(«) My Loxp CARTERET. (x) In the Expounding ¢f Momus, tranfated by Auguftin de
Almazan.
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19. Another Defign of the mifchievous Ailgfian Books, is, to render the Readers
of them Effeminate, by a lively Reprefentation of amorous Encounters, and exciting
corrupt Ideas by lufcious Imag’ry and Machinery. In this fort of Writings it were
much better not to cite Examples, and if any be brought in, let it be Apuleius’s Afs, fo
that the Example itfelf may put the Reader in mind that Indolence, and a fupine vile
Difpofition, will transform Men into Beafts,

20. As on the one hand, Mens Minds are render’d effeminate by Books of Knight-
Errantry, fo, onthe other, fuch Books tend te make Savages of them, for therein are
defcrib’d moft monftrous Performances of certain fictitious Knights, with each of them
his Lady, for whom he commits a thoufand mad Pranks, even to that degree as
to Pray to them, invoking them in their perilous Adventures with certain Forms of
Words, as fo many Advocates and Mediatrixes in their Conflicts and Encounters ; and
for their fakes they enter upon and atchieve Multitudes of extravagant and nonfenfical
Matters. In thort, the reading thefe Books ftirr’d up many to barbarous Actions thro®
an imaginary Pun&ilio of defending Women even for Caufes abfolutely dithonourable.
And things were come to that pafs, the very Laws cenfur'd fuch Doings as unfit to be
countenanced, and accordingly declare it to be an Abufe: (y) In order to animate them-
Jelves the more, fays the old Collection of Spani/h Laws, they beld it a noble thing to call
upon the Name of their Miftrefles, that their Hearts might fuwell with an increafe of Cou=
rage, and their Shame be the greater if they fail'd in their Attempts.

21. The laft Sort of pernicious Novels, is, fuch as, under the Pretence of warning
People againft Roguery, do really teach it ; of which Compofitions we have in Spain
fuch Multitudes of Examples, that it is needlefs to inftance any in particular,

22, Of all thefe Books, thofe that did moft harm to the Publick were fuch as had
Knight-Errantry for their Subject. The Caufes of their Introduétion were as follows.

23. The Northern Nations pofftffing themfelves of all Exrgpe, the Inhabitants lung
away their Pens and laid hold of their Swords, of which they that had the longeft,
and were confequently the ftrofigeft, were moft efteemed. Barbarifm prov’d to be the
molt potent, and went out Conqueror ; Learning was beat down, the Knowledge of
Antiquity loft, and the right Tafte annihilated. But, as there is no making fhift well
without thefe Things, there fuccceded in their room a falfe Learning and a wrong
Tafte. They wrote Hiftories which were fabulous, becaufe they had loft, or knew
not how to find out the Memory of paft Occurrences. Some Men, who wou’d needs
of a fudden fet up for Teachers, cou’d but ill inftruct their Readers in what they had
never learnt themfelves. Such were Thelefinus Helius, an Englifh Writer, who, about
the Year 640, when King Arthur reign’d in Britain, wrote the Life and Actions of
that King in a fabulous romantick Way. Herein he was imitated by Avalenins, who,
in Kirg Vurtiper's Reign, about the Year 650, wrote the Hiftory of Britcin, inter-
fpers’d with Tales of King Arthur and the Round Table. The Hiftory publith’d by
Gildas, furnam’d The Wife, a WWelfh Monk, is of the fame Sortment: He relates the
marvellous Exploits of King Arthur, Percival and Lancelos. The Book written b
French Hunibald, and abridg’d by the Abbot Trithemius, is a heap of Lyes and idle
childifh Stories. Another Book falfly aferib’d to Archbithop Zwrpin, being in truth

Vor. L. b mifdated

(v) See the 22d Law. tit. 21, Part. IL.
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mifilated by above 200 Years, treats of the Atchievements of Charlemagre, full of Fic-
tions, and was indecd forg’d in France, not in Spaii, as is by a certain Perfon averr’d
only becaufe he was pleas’d to have it fo. With thefe Books we may couple the fabu-
Jous Hiftories falfly father’d on Hancon Forieman, Salcan Forteman, Sivard the Sage,
Jobn Abgil-lo Son of a King of Frizcland, and Adel Adeling a Deicendant from the Kings
of the fame Nation; all of whom are faid to have been Frizelanders, and to have liv’d
in the Time of Charlemagne, whofe Story they wrote. :

24. No lefs fabulous was the Hiffory of the Origine of the Frizelanders, afcrib’d to
Otco Efearlenfis, Grandfon (as fome feign) to a Sifter of Salcon Forteman’s, and co-
temporary with Otbo the Great. Nor ought any more Credit to be given to the Hifto-
ry compos’d by Geofry of Monmouth, a Briton, wherein are written The Life and Ad-
ventures of King Arthur, and of the Wife Merlin, notwithftanding he is faid to have
drawn them from ancient Memoirs. :

25. Thefe were the Hiftories which were in fuch vogue among the Nations that
were then lefs rude, and lefs ftupidly dull. ‘"There were Men that foolithly bufy’d
themfelves in coining and publithing fuch extravagant Whims, becaufe there were Men
fill more fcolith, who read, applauded, and often believ’d them.

26. The Trobadores (a), 1 mean the Poets, who in the time of Louis the Pioys began
to cultivate the Gaya Ciencia (that is Poetry, as if one fhou’d fay The Gay, Pleafant
Science) made it their Study to reduce to Metre thefe fame Figments; and as they al-
ways ufed to fing them, they became common.

27. In Spain the Ufe of Poetry is much more ancient. I am not treating of the
moft remote Times, and therefore fhall not quote Strabo: I'm {peaking only of the
common Poefy, which we call Rbytbmical. There are no Traces of its ever being
known in any Part of Europe before the Arabians came into Spain. They alone afford
a greater Number of Poets and Poems than all the ZEurgpeans put together. *Twas
they that firft infpir’d this Poetical Itch, or perhaps confirm’d it in the Spaniards, who
knew how to rhime to Perfection, as is related in a long, but not tedious Account
thereof by Alvaro of Cordovés, (b)) who lamented it as a Grievance a hundred and
thirty Years after the Lofs of Spain. Whether many, or any, of thefe Aralian Poems
mention’d by Alvare, werea Species of Novels, I will not take upon me to fay; but
the Exploits of their Bubalul, {fo much celebrated by them in Profe and Verfe, were,
doubtlefs, of the Novel Kind. It is certain that Tradition, to this very Day, has pre-
ferv’d in Spain what we call Cuentos de Viejas (Old Wives Tales) fl1’d with Inchant-
ments, which occafions fo many to believe them : And therefore Cervantes, with his
ufual Propriety of Speech, calls his Novels, Cuentos (¢). Yet Lopé de Vega is for
making a DiftinCtion between Cuentos and Novelas, (Tales and Novels), when, writ-
ing to Seiiora Maria Leonarda, he thus exprefles himfelf: 2our Ladyfbip commands me
to write a Novel. This is a Novelty to me; for, alths it is true that in THE ARcapia,
and in THE PiLGRIM, there is fomething of this Kind and Style, more in ufe among the
Italians and French, than the Spaniards, yet the Difference is great, and the Manner

more

(a) An old Name for Poets, from Trobar in old Spanith, ts find, (Trouver in French) i. e. 10 find

Rhbime for Verfes. (b) See Aldrete Orig. de la Lengua Caftellana, Zib. 1. cap, 22. Ar 1k
Clofe of his Galatea, and the Dedication of bis Novels, , o s

« 3
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more bumble. In an Age lefs judicious than ours, even the wifeft Men calld NoveLs by
the Name of Cuentos (Tales). Tbefe latter were got by beart, and never committed to
Writing, that I remember. 1, for my part, am apt to think that if there’s any Diffe-
rence, (which I doubt) it is, that the Cuento, or Tale, is the fhorter of the two. Be
that as ’twill, the Cuentos (Tales) are ufually call’d Novelas (Novels,) and fo vice wersd,
and both of them Fables. Thofe who profefs Exactnefs and Propriety in Speech will
tell you there is a farther Sort of Fables, and thefe they call Fables of Chivalry: For
which reafon Lope de Vega, purfuing his Difcourfe of Spani/b Cuftoms in relation to
their Fondnefs for Fiction, immediately adds: Becaufe their Fables were reduc’d to a
kind of Books which bad the Appearance of Hiftories, and were call’d in the Caftillian
Tongue CAVALLERIAS, as much as to fay, THE ATCHIEVEMENTS OF VALOROUS
KnicuTs. Herein the Spaniards were moft ingenious, becaufe in the Matter of Invention
no Nation in the World excells them, as may be feen in fo many Efplandianes’s, Phebus’s,
Palmerin’s, Lifuarte’s, Floranbelo’s, Pharamondo’s, and the celebrated and moft re-
nowned Amadis, Father of all this endlefs Multitude, which was written by a Portuguefe
Lady. Reading thefe laft Words, I was fomewhat ftartled, becaufe at the time when
the Romance of Amadis was firft publifh’d, there was not, at leaft that ever I heard,
a Lady in the Kingdom of Portugal capable of writing a Book of fo much Invention
and Novelty.

28. The learned and judicious Author of The Dialogue of the Languages, who wrote
in Charles the Vith’s Time, and beftow’d much Pains and TFime in examining 4madis
de Gaule, never {peaks of it as if he took it to be the Work of a Woman, but a Man.
The learned and judicious Archbithop of Tarragona, Don Antonio Auguftin, {peaking
of Amadis de Gaule, has thefe Words : (d) A Piece which the Portuguefe fay was com-
pos’d by (e) Valco Lobera, And one of the Interlocutors prefently adds, This is aro-
ther Secret which few are acquainted with. Manuel de Feria i Soufa, in his learned Pre-
face to the Fuente de Aganippe, publifh’d a Sonnet, which fays that the Infante Don Pe-
dro of Portugal, Son to King Fobn the Firlt, wrote in praife of ¥afco de Lobera, for
having written that feign’d Story of Amadis de Gaula. 1 have heretofore obferv’d, that
Amadis de Gaula is exa&ly the Anagram of La Vida de Gama, (f) (The Life of Gama.)
From whence my Friends the Portuguefe may infer many other very likely Con-
jectures.

’ 29. Let that Matter be as it may (for Things done fo long fince can’t eafily be afcer-
tain’d,) as our oldeft Book of Chivalry is about a hundred Years pofterior to thofe which
treat of Trifiran and Lancelot 5 this gave occafion to the moft learned Huetius, after
Yobn Baptift Giraldo, to fay, That the Spaniards receiv’d {from the French the Art of
compofing Novels (¢). As for what concerns Chivalry, I fhall make no Difficulty in
believing it. But the fame Art which the Spaniards receiv’d rough and diforderly, they
polifh’d and beautify’d fo much, that there is the fame Dilference between them as be-
tween a Difbabillé and a Set-Drefs. The Spaniards fell into this Romantick way of
Writing by the fame Occafion as Foreigners did. Their Igrorance of true Hiftorics
cblig’d them, when they were to write any fuch, to ftuff them full of Lies, cfpecm]]}}

b2 i

d) Dialogue IL. pag. 42. () Vafco is the Chriftian Name of a Man. (f) Gama, the Sirnarze
of 2 fwl-le Lamily in Portugal,  ~ (g) In his Origin of Romances.
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if they treated of things pafled any confiderable time before, for they feldom had Af-
furance enough to write any manifeft Untruths of things prefent.  But as Time prefent
foon becomes Time paft, the Liberty of devifing Fi&ions, fo confounded Truth with
Falthood, that there was no diftinguifhing the One from the Other. And thus we fee
that the fabulous Songs, or to fpeak more clearly, that Species of Spani/b Poefy call’d
Romarces (in my Opinion fo denominated from Roman, a French Word, fignifying
Novel,) we fee, I fay, that thefe Lying Songs or Romances, which at firft were only
made for the Entertainment of the ignorant Rabble, got into fuch vogue afterwards by
being learnt by Heart and repeated by others, that they eafily pafs’d for Authentic, and
their Fictions interwoven with the General Chronicle of Spain, which was compiled by
the Royal Authority. A moft pernicious Example, and fo much follow’d, that the
Imitation thereof hath brought our Hiftorics to fo unhappy a Pafs, that an Hiftorian
of ours, and one that jwas efteem’d among the moft judicious of his Time, has not
fcrupled to fay, that, Excepting Holy IWrit now and then quoted in them, there’s no know-
ing bow to affirm or deny any thing after them. And who thou’d this Man be that hath
banifh’d Truth from Hiftory, which is the moft unexceptionable, and almoft only Wit-
nefs of Times pat? Let Him declare that directly rebuk’d him for it, I mean,
the moft ingenious Batchelor Pedro Rbua, Profeflor of Liberal Learning, who thus
writes to him : () 2our Lord/bip, by Blood a Guevara (i), by Office an Hifforiograpber,
by Profeffion a Divine, in Dignity and Worth a Bifbop ;s but of all thefe the greateft Re-
wown is to love Truth, to write Truth, to preach Truthy to live in Truth, andto die for the
Truth s and therefore your Lordfbip will be delighted in bearing the Truth, and in being
advifed by Her. He goes on: [ bave written to your Lordfbip that among other Things
in your Works which the Readers find fault with, the moft unbecoming, odious and intolera-
ble Thing that a Writer of Authority, as your Lordjbip is, can be guilty of, is, your giv-
ing us Fables for Hiftories, and Fiflions of your own for other Peoples Narrations y and ci-
ting Authors who fay no fuch thing, or do not fay it as you reprefent it, or are fuch as do
not exif} but in the Clouds, as the Crotoniates and Sibarites us’d to fay : Wherein Your
Lordfhip lofes your Authority, and the Reader, if be’s unlearn’d, is deceiv’d, and if be is
diligent and fludious, be lofes bis Time in feeking where the Cocks of Nibas crow, as the
Greek Proverb bas it.  ‘This falfe Opinion which the Bithop of Mondosiedo held of the
Liberty of feigning Hiftories, gave him occafion to think, that fince fo many others
had written whatever they had a Fancy to, he might do the fame; a Licenfe which he
fo boldly gave into, as not only to forge Events and Authors, in whofe Names he
confirm’d them, but even Laws and Ordinances likewife. And alluding to this, Ro-
drigo Dofma, in the Catalogue of the Bifbops of this City (Ofma) which is at the end of
his Difcurfos Patrios, {peaking of King Alonfo X1. of Leon, fays: He flock’d the City
with Pegple, and gave them Laws calPd Fueros de Badajoz, which I hold for Trye
and Real Laws, not Fillitious ones, like Guevara’s, And indeed the moft learned
Aldrete held the fame Opinion of Guevara’s Laws, tho’ his great Modefty re-
ftrain’d him from fpeaking his whole Mind: The fame it is (fays he) with refpet (k)

to

(b) In bis Third Letter. (7) Frai Antonio de Guevara, Bifbop of Mondofiedo ;
tonio de Guevara, Prior of St. Michael de Efcalada,  (#) Book f]f of Thcon(?)r?g’in"gflzgg ‘2‘2-
flilian Tongue, ¢, 6. ‘ -
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%0 the Fueros de Badajoz, if they are real, which 1 will not take upon me to determine.
As for the duthor who bas fet them down, bis Affertions are fomewbat doubiful, becaufe
of the little Dependance we can bave upon the Certainty of other Things which be relates.
By this he plainly points to the Bithop of Mondosicdo : Of whom Don Antonio Argufiin
fays much the fame thing, for which I refer to his Dialogues (I) rather than tranfcribe
his Words here. I have no mind to bring a Slur upon the Memory of a Perfon of fo
tender a Confcience, that having been Hiftoriographer to the Emperor Charles Vth,
and written his Life to the time of his Return from Tunis, order’d by his Laft Will
and Teftament that a Year’s Salary he had receiv’d fhou’d be paid back to his Ma-
jefty, becaufe during one whole Year he had wrote nothing, confidering, very rightly,
that this and the like Salaries, are not given for Services done, but to be done, by
difcharging the Duty incumbent upon the Office ; a Duty indifpenfable, becaufe ow-
ing to the Publick, the Members whereof, that is the Citizens, both prefent and to
come, are in the nature of lawful Creditors to whom fuch Officers are Debtors. I have
inftanc’d this memorable Example only to fhew the mighty Force of Cuftom, if once
it extends to lay down Fiction for Truth, becaufe even in good Men, naturally fober,
difcrete and ftudious, as was Bithop Guevara, it will pervert the Judgment, and did
miferably pervert that of moft of the Spaniards purely by giving way to the pernici-
us Pleafure and dangerous Delectation of Books of Chivalry.

30. Mens Minds being thus accuftomed to that Admiration which arifes from extra-
vagant Relations intermixt in Hiftory, they boldly proceeded to write Books entirely
fabulous : which indeed wou’d be much more tolerable, nay worthy even of Praife; if
confining their Fictions to Probability, they wou’d prefent the Idea of fome great
Heroes, in whom Virtue was feen rewarded ; and on the other hand Vice chaftis’d in
vile and abandon’d Profligates. But let us hear how the judicious Author of the Dia-
logue of the Languages delivers himfelf on this Occafion: Thofe who write Lyes, ought
to write them fo as to come as near the Truth as poffible 5 but our Author of Amadis, (who
was*the firft and beft Writer of Books of Chivalry) fometimes thro® Carelefnefs, and at
other times thro’ I knocw not what, fays Things [o palpably falfe, fo grofly untrue, that it
is impoffible for a Man to give the leaft Credit to them. ‘To confirm which, he produces
fundry Inftances. The fame Enormity is cenfur'd and exploded by the fage Ludovicus
Vives (m) with fuch fubftantial and weighty Arguments as fhew’d him to be one of
the jufteft as well as fevereft Criticks of his Time. Erudition (fays he) is not to be ex-
pecied from Men who bave not fo much as feen the Shadow of Erudition. For whenever
they relate a Story, what Pleafure can there be in certain Things which they fo barefacedly
and nonfenfically feign? This Man, alone, kill'd twenty togetber 5 that Man, thirty; ano-
ther, run thro® and thro’ in threcfeore places, and left for dead, prefently rifes up, and the
next day, being perfeftly cured and recover’d, Challenges a couple of Giants, kills them, and
goes off loaded with Gold, Silver, Silks, and precious Stones, in fuch abundance as wou'd
Jink one Ship, if not two, to carry ’em. What a Madnofs is it to fuffer ones felf to be led
away by fuch Extravagancies ? Befides, there is nothing [poke with Acutenefs or Wit, un-
lefs we are to recton for Wit, wards fetcht from the moft fecret Privacies and Hiding-boles

o

(1) Dialogue X. pag. 426. Dial, XI. p. 447, (m) De Chriftiana Femina, Cap. Qui non
legendi Scriptores, qui legendi,
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of Venus, wbhich are [poken very properly to feduce and unbinge the Modefly of ber they fay’

they love, if by Chance fbe fbews any Refolution to ewithftand their Attacks. If it be for
This, thefe Books are read s it will be lefs burtful fo read fuch Books as treat of (par-
don the Term) downright Bawdry. Fory afier all, what Difereetnefs can proceed from the
Pens of Writers deftitute of all good Learning and Art? I never beard any Man fay be
found @ Pleafure in fuch Books, except only thofe who never touck’d a good Book in their
Lives: I confefs indeed, to my Shame, I bave fometimes been guilty of reading them, but
I never found any Footfieps in *em either of a good Defign or true Wit.  Perfons therefore
who praife them, fome of whom I know, fball then find credit with me, when they fay this
after they bave read Seneca, Cicero, Si. Jerom, or the Holy Scripture, and whofe Mo-
rals are as yet untainted. For moft commonly the Reafon of approving fuch Books arifes from
bebolding in them our own Manners, prefented as in a Mirror, and fo we rejoice fo fee
them approv’d of. To conclude 5 altho’ the Contents of them were ever fo witty ad delight-
ful, I wou’d never defire a poifoning Pleafure, or that my Wife fhou'd be ingenious to play
me a treacherous Trick.

31. Inthis manner proceeds the judicious #ives, who in another place afigns (») for one
of the Caufes of the Corruption of the Arts, the readingof Books of Chivalry : People are
ford (fays he) of reading Becks evidently full of Lyes and Trifles, and this thro® a certain
Titillation of Stile, as Amadis, and Florian, among the Spaniards; Lancelot, and the
Round Table, among the French ; Orlando Furiofo, among the Italians : Books devis’d by
idle Men and fuffed with a fort of Falfities, which contribute nothing to the Knowledge or
a right Judgment of Things, or to the Ules of Life; but only ferve to tickle the Concupifcence,
and therefore they are read by Men corrupted by Idlenefls and a vicious Self-complacency :
juft as fome [queamif/b Stomachs which are ufed to be pamper'd up, are fuffain’d by certain
Cemfitures of Sugar and Honey, utterly rejelling all folid Food. Vives was not the only Man
that complain’d of this Evil. Megia, Charles the Vih’s Chronologer, and a difcreet
Hiftorian of thofe Times, lamented it in very pathetic Terms, (o) infomuch that the
Tuca Gardi-laffo, vpon his fole Teftimony, wou’d never caft an Eye upon fuch ftrange
and monftrous Books. Mafter Vinegas, with his ufual Judicioufnefs, fays: (p) In thefe
our Days, to the great Prejudice of modeft and retir'd Maideis, are written diforderly and

licenticus Books of Chivalry, wbich are no other than the Devil’s Sermon-Books with which

in Holes and Corners be weds the Minds of young Women. Not to mention the Tefti-
mony of other excellent Authors, a Spani/h Bifhop of great Learning, and one of the
foundeft Divines in the Council of Trent, Melchior Cano, writes as follows : () Our
Age bath feen a Prigl? who cou’d not get it ont of bis Head but that every Thing that was
printed, muft needs be True.  For, faid be, the Minifters of the Republick wou’d not com=
mit fo great @ Wickednefs, as not only to fuffer Lyes to be publif’d, but alfo to autborize
them with the Sanftion of Privilege, that they may the more fecurely [pread themfelves into
the Peoples Minds. Mev'd by this Argument, be came to belicve, that Amadis and Cla-
rian id really perform the Things that are related of them in rheir romantic fabulous Hif~
vories, What Weight this Mai's drgument (tho’ a fimple Pricft) may bear againf} the

Miisiflers

(n) De Caufis corruptarum Artinm, Lib. I1, in fine. (¢) Imperial & Cxfarian Hiftory, In

Conilantine’s Life, ch. 1. (p) In the Expofition of Momus, Cenclufion z. (2) De Lucis .

Theslsgicis, Liv. 11, cap, 6.
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Miniflers of a Republick, this is neither a proper Place ner Time 1o difpute.  For my cwn
part, with great Grief I obferve it, (becaufe it is a thing, detvimental and ruinous to tie
Church) that in the Publication of Books, the only Precaution is that they contain no Errors
againft the Faith, without minding whether they have any thing in them buriful to Morals,
My principal Complaint is not about thafe Nevels, wbhich I juft now named, tho written
without any Learning or Erudition ; or fuch as contribute not a fot, what fhall 1 fay, to
our well and bappy Being, no, nor fo much as to enable one to form a right Judgment of
Affairs in common Life. For what Benefit can accrue to any Body from Stuff and Nonfenfe
invented by idle unemploy'd Writers, ard forght fer by vicious and corrupt Readers, &c-
Words worthy to be written in Letters of Gold, by which it plainly appears how great
a Value Bifhop Cano fet upon the Opinion of Vives, whom he frequently copy’d, tho’
fometimes he reproach’d him, unjuftly, for fecret Reafons againft which had Fives livid,
he wou’d have vindicated himfelf. () But Vives will live in the Memory of Mankind,
and fome time or other will have a Friend, who joining Authority with Learning,

will redrefs the Injury whieh was done, and is flill tolerated, againft {o piousa Man.
32. In the mean time let the above noticed Complaints fuffice to form a Judgment
of the Mifchief done by Books of Knight-Errantry, which fo ftrongly pofiefs’d the
Minds of the generality of Readers, that the Complaints, Invettives and Sermons of
the mott judicious, the moft prudent and moft zealous Men in the Nation, were unable
to root them out. Nor did fo immortal an Atchievement take place till it pleas’d Gop
that Michael de Cervantes Saavedra thow’d write (as himfelf tells us (5) by the Mouth
of a Friend of his) A4 Satyr on Books of Kinight-Errantry, by publifbing the HisTor ¥
ofF DoN QuUixoTE DE LA MANCH A : The principal, if not the fole End, where-
of is to defiroy the Reputation of Books of Knight-Errantry, which bad fo greatly infa-
tuated the major part of Mankind, efpecially thofe of the Spanith Nation. Cervantes
confider’d, that one Nail drives out another, and that moft of thofe who inclin’d to
the reading fuch Books were an indolent, idle, thoughtlefs fort of People, confequently
not eafy to be diffuaded from reading them by the Force of Reafon, which only ope-
rates upon confiderate Spirits, he judg’d the beft Remedy to this Evil wou’d be a Book
of a like Invention, and of an innocent Entertainment, which exceeding all the reft in
Point of Mirth and Diverfion, might draw in to the reading of it People of all kinds,
as well Men of a deep and fearching Thought, as the Ignorant and Half-witted. For
the attaining of which End there was ro reed of a great ftock of Learning; but on-
ly to clothe a well-devis’d Story in fuch plealing Terms as to delight every Body.
And therefore Cervantes in that moft ingenious Preface, in which he fo wittily fa-
tirizes the Vanity of petty Writers; after a very pleafant Confabulation between
himfelf and a Friend, makes his [Friend propofe the Plan he ought to proceed upon,
which is as follows : If I know azy thing of the Matter, your Book bas no occafion for
any fort of learned Lumber, as Quotations in the Margin, &c. for your Subjedt, being a
Satyr on Knight-Errantry, is (o abfolutely new, that ncither Ariftotle, S:. Bafil, #or Ci-
cero, ever dream’d or beard of it. Thefe fabulous Extravagancies (of Chivalry) bave
nothing 1o do with tke impartial Punfiuality of true Hiftory, nor do d find any Bufinefs
yox

(r) Vives was fufpecled by fime 0 be a Proteflant in bis Hiart. (s) In the Preface io kis
EFirie Parr,
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sou can bave either with Aftrology, Geometry or Logick, nor to make Sermons or preach
to People by mixing facred Things with profane, a fort of Compound which every good
Cbrifiian wou’d avoid being guilty of. Nothing but pure Nature is your Bufinefs : Her
o muft confult, and the clofer you can imitate ber, the better will be your Piflure. 2on
bave no need to bunt for Pbilofopbical Sentences, Paffages out of Holy Writ, Poetical Fa-
bles, Rbetorical Orations, or Miracles of Saints. Do but take care to exprefs your Self in
a plain eafy manner, in well-chofen, fignificant and decent Terms, and to give an barmo-
nious and eafy Turn to your Periods.  Study to explain your Thoughts, and fet them in the
trueft Light, labouring, as much as poffible, not to leave *em dark nor intricate, but clear
and intelligible.  Let your diverting Stories be expref’d in diverting Terms, to kindle Mirth
in the Melancholick, and beighten it in the Gay. Let Mirth and Humour be your fuper-
ficial Defigny tho' laid on a folid Foundation, 1o challenge Attention from the Ignorant, and
Admiration from the Fudicious 5 to fecure your Work from the Contempt of the graver fort,
and deferve the Praifes of Men of Semfe 5 keeping your Eye Sill fixt on the principal End
of your Profpeit, the Fall and Deftruétion of that monftrous Heap of Romances, which, tho'
abborr’d by many, bave fo firangely infatuated the greater part of Mankind, Mind this,
and your Bufinefs is done.

33. Cervantes being fo well inftru&ed, let us now fee, without Favour or Aflec-
tion, whether he was capable of executing the Advice giv’n him.

34. In three Things confifts the Perfection of a Book : Good Invention, due Dif-
poficion, and a Diction proper to the Subject.

5. The Invention of our Author is adapted to the Charater of a Gentleman of
no defpicable Parts, which he had improv’d by reading, but at laft by too much po-
ring upon Books of Knight-Errantry, loft his Senfes: and giving into the Phrenzy of
imitating thofe ftrange and unaccountable Exploits he had met with in his reading,
chufes for his Squire a poor labouring Man, but withal a pleafant merry-conceited
Fellow ; & that he may not be without a Lady, he frames one to himfelf in his Ima-
gination with whom he is platonically in love. And with a view of meeting with
Adventures, he, at firt Alone, on his Horfe, call’d by him Rocinante, and afterwards
in his fecond and third Sally, wich his Squire Sancho Panza on his Afs, call'd Dapple,
goes forth a Knight-Erranting. .

6. The Idea therefore, of Cervantes, and my Senfe of it, as far as I can judge,
are as follows. Alonfo Quixada, a Gentleman of la Mancha, gave himfelf entirely up
to the rcading of Books of Knight-Errantry : A Vice very common to People addicted
to Eafe and brought up to nothing: Too intenfe an Application to Books of Chivalry
dry’d up his Brain, and turn’d his Head, as it had done by another famous Rufticator,
known by the Name of the Paladin. Which fignifies, that this vain ufelefs fort of
Reading unhing’d the Judgment, rendring the Readets rafh and fool-hardy, as if they
had to deal with Men that were, after all, but Imaginary. Our unfortunate Manchegan
believ'd all the Prodigies he had read were really true, and the Profeffion of Knights-
Errant feem’d to him to be abfolutely neceffary to Mankind, in order to redrefs Griev-
ances, and, whatever was wrong in the World, to fet it right, as he ufed to fay himflf,
He thercf?re determin’d to enter into fo honourable a Fraternity, and to employ himfelf
in Exercifes fo falutary to Mankind. A Difpolition natural enough to Mea who pre-

fume
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fume upon their Valour, and are for remedying every thing out of an oftentatious Pride,
without any proper Call or Obligation thereto. Alonzo Quixada took upon him the
Title of Don QuixoTE DE LA MAaNcua, and fuffer’d himfelf to be dubb’d
a Knight by an Inn-Keeper. Thofe who go out of their Sphere, prefently think them-
felves extraordinary Perfons : they are wont to change their Name and Stile, and if to
this any exterior Mark of Honour be added, they think that People read only the Su-
perfcription, and that in the political World there are no Lynceus's to look into their
Infide.

37. Don Quixore ftiled himfelf of the Territory of L4 MaNcHA4, and his ima-
ginary Lady he ftiled DurLcinea pEL ToBoso, a Town of La Mancha: The
Inhabitants whereof having, ’tis faid, upon fome very flight occafion, thrown our Au-
thor into Prifon, he, in Return, (not to fay Revenge, becaufe it has tended fo much to
the Glory of La Mancha) made both the Knight-Errant, and his Lady Adancbegans,
(i. e. Inhabitants of /s Mancha.) That Cervantes (like Nevius who wrote two of his
Plays in a Jail, The Hariclus €& Leontes) compes’d this Hiftory within the Walls of
a Prifon, he confefles himfelf, faying : (1) What can my barren and unpclifp’d Under-
flanding produce, but what is dull, very impertinent, and extravagant beyond Iinagination ?
2tu may fuppofe it the Child of Diflurbance, engender’d in fome difmal Prifon, in tbe very
Seat of Wretchednefs, and amidfi all manner of Inconveniences. ’

38. Next let us fee what Don QuixoTe does; who was now fally’d forth
from his Houfe upon a lean Horfe, a true Symbol of the Weaknefs of his Enterprize,
follow’d in his fecond and third Sally by SAncro Panza onhis Afs, an Hiero-
glyphick of his Simplicity.

39- InDox QuixoTE weare prefented with an Heroick Madman, who fancying
many Things of what he fees, to be like thofe he has read of, purfues the Deception of
his Imagination; and engages himfelf in Encounters, to his thinking, glorious; but,
in others Opinion, mad and extravagant: Such as thofe which the old Books of Chi-
valry relate of their imaginary Heroes: To imitate whom, we may eafily fee how
great a fhare of Romance-learning was neceffary in an Author who at every Step was
to allude to the Atchievements of the endlefs Herd of Knights-Errant. Cervantes's
Reading in this fort of fabulous Hiftory was without an Equal, as he very frequently
makes appear to a Demonftration,

40. Don Quixote, when he is out of his mad Fits, talks very fenfibly and rational-
ly. What can exceed, what can be more worthy to be read and retained than the
Difcourfes he makes on the golden or firft Age of the World poetically defcribd 2
On the Condition of Soldiers and Students; on Knights, Gentlemen, and different Pe-
digrees ; on the Ufe of Poetry; and, to conclude, the Political and Oecconomical In-
ftructions he gave Sancho Fanza, before he went to his Government of the Ifland
* Barataria, are fuch as may be given to real Governors, who certainly cught to put
them in Pradtice, and make them the Rule of their whole Condu& in the Difcharge
of their Office.

41. In Sanvcuo Panza is reprefented the Simplicity of the Vulgar, who tho’
they know their Errors, yet blindly purfue them. But, left Sancle’s Simplicity fhou'd

Vor. L c

(t) Pref. of the Firft Pars, ® Borato means Cheap in Spanith.

tire
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tire the Reader, Cervantes makes it of the merry kind, and of a diverting Nature, No.

body has given a better Definition of Sancho Panza, than his Matter Don Quixote has
done, when fpeaking to the Dutchefs, he fays, («) 2our Grace muft know that no Kuight-
Errant ever bad fuch an eternal Babbler, fuch a Bundle of Conceit for a Squive as I bave,
And on another Occafion. (x) I affure your Grace, that Sancho Panza i one of the moft
pleafant Squires that ever waited on a Knight-Errant.  Sometimes be comes out with fuch
fharp Simplicities that one is pleafantly puzzled, to judge whether be be more Knave or Fool.
The Varlet, indeed, is full of Roguery enough to be thought a Knave : But then be commits fuch
Blunders that be may, better be thought a Fool. He doubts of every thing, yet believes every
thing : And when one would think be bad entangled bimfelf in a piece of downright Folly,
beyond recovery, be brings bimfelf off of a fudden fo deverly, that be is applauded to the
Skies. In fhort, I would not change bim for the befp Squire that wears a Head, tho' I
might bave a City to boot. For a Proof of the Simplicity and Pleafantry of Sancbo
Panza, the Braying Adventure may fuffice. ()

42. Such being the principal Perfonages of this Hiftory, it naturally follows (as.

Cervantes makes another ay) (z) That it is the Property of Don Quixote’s Adventures,
to create aliways either Surprize or Merriment : And that Sancho is (a) one of the moft comi-
cal Creatures that can be. And without fpeaking by the Mouth of other People, Cer-
vantes himfclf fays at the end of his firft Preface: I will not urge the Service I bave
done you by introducing you into o confiderable and noble a Knight's Acquaintance, but only
beg the Favcur of fome finall dcknowiedgment for recommending you to the Familiarity of
the famous SANcHO P ANz bis Squire, in whom, in my Opinion, you will find united
and defcribed all the featterd Endowments which the voluminous Foppery of Books of
Knight-Errantry can afford to cne of his Charaster.

43. That the Hiftory of a Knight-Errant might not furfeit the Reader with a
tirefom Uniformity and a Return of fimilar Adventures, which wou’d have been the
Cafe, had it treated only of mad or foolith Occurrences, Cervantes introduces many Epi-
fodes, the Incidents whereof are frequent, new, and probable; the Reafonings artful,
perfpicuous, and efficacious ; the Plot deep and myfterious, but the Iffue ealy, na-
tural, and withal fo agreeable, that the Mind is left in a State of Complacency, and
all thofe Paffions quieted and made calm again, which juft before, had, by a fingular
Artifice, been put into a fort of Tumult and Anxicty. And that which is moft 4.
mird by good Judges, is, that all thefe Epifodes, except two, that is to fay, The
Novels of The Captive, and Tbe Curious Impertinent, are wove into the main Def;
the Fable, and, together with it, like a beautiful Piece of Tapeftry,
and moft delightful Work.

44. When an Artift is confummately skilful in his Profeffion, no body knows bet-
ter than himfclf the Perfection of his own Works. This made Cervantes himfelf fay of
his Hiftory : (a) Tbe Stories and Epifides, the various Tales and Novels with whizh it
is intermix’d, are, in fome refpecls as entertaining, as artful, and as autbentic as the Hif~
tory it felf.

gn of
make one agreeable

45. Cer-

(z) Part II. ¢h. 30. (») Dbid. ch. 32, Part 11, ch, 27.
R ey Park . (r) Par ch. 27 (z) Part 11, ch. 44,
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- 45. Cervantes, to give the greater Probability, and Plaufibility to his Invention,
feigns the Author of it to have been (¢) C1p HaMer BEn-ENGELT, an Ara-
bian Hiftoriographer, a Native of La Mancha. He makes him of La Mancha that he
may be fuppos’d to be well acquainted with Dox Quixote’s Concerns. It is very diverting
to fee how Cervantes celebrates Cid Hamet’s fcrupulous Pun&uality in relating even the
moft inconfiderable and trifling Things, as when fpeaking of Sancho Panza, baftinado’d
by the Zangefian Carriers, he fays: (d) So breathing out thirty Lamentations, threeftore
Sighs, and a bundred and twenty Plagues and Poxes on thofe that bad decoy'd bim thither, be
at laft got upon bis Legs. "And when he fays of another Carrier, (¢) He was one of the
richeft Carriers of Arevalo, as the Moorith Author of this Hiftory relates, who makes par-
dicular mention of bim, as baving been well acquainted with bim, nay, fome don’t flick to
fay be was fomewhat a-kin to bim. However it be, it appears that Cid Mahamet Benengeli
was a very exall Hifforian, fince be takes care to give us an Account of Things that feem [o
inconfiderable and trivial. A laudable Example which thofe Hiftorians fbon’d follow, who
ufually relate Matters fo concifely, that they fcarce dip into them, or let their Readers bave
fo much as a Tafte of *em, and rather feem to bave left the moft effential Part of the
Story in the bottom of the Ink-born, cither thro’ Neglef?, Malicey or Ignorance. A tho-
Jand Bleffings then be given to the curious Author of Tablante de Ricamonte, and to
that other indefatigable Sage who recorded the Atchievements of Count Tornillas, for they
bave defirib’d even the moft minute and trifling Circumftances with a fingular Precifenefs !
Lucian himfelf has not fpoke more to the Purpofe in his two Books of True Hiflory.

46. In another place, putting in prattice this fame Punctuality in fpecifying every
the moft minute Particular belonging to his Subject, Cervantes fays, by the Mouth of

Benengeli, Don Quixote was brought into a fair Room, whkere Sancho teok off bis Ar-
mour, and then the Knight appear’d in a Pair of Clofe Breeches, and Doublet of
Shamoy Leather, all befinear’d with the Ruft of bis Armour. About bis Neck be wore a
plain Band, unftarch’d, after the manner of a Student 5 about bis Legs fad-colour’d Spat-
terdafbes, and on bis Feet a Pair of Wax-leather Shoes: He bung bis trufty Swerd by bis
Sidein a Belt of Sea-WWolf’s Skin 5 which makes many of Opinion be bad been long trou-
bled with a Pain in the Kidneys. Owver all this be clapp’d on a long Cloke of geod Ruffet-
Cloth: But firft of all be wafb’d bis Head and Face in five Kestle-fulls of Water, if not
in fix 3 for as to the exalt Number there is fome Difpute. * Redundancy fimple and fa-
cetious! Verifimilitude admirable and unprecedented! Well therefore might Cervantes
fay as he does, (f) All Perfons that love to read Hiffories of the Nature of this, muft
certainly be very much oblig’d to Cid Hamet, the original Author, who bas taken fuch
care in delivering every minute Particular, difintly, entire, without concealing the leaft
Circumftances that might, if omitted, bave ob/cur'd the Light and Truth of the Story. He
draws lively Piftures of the Thoughts, difcovers the Imaginations, [atisfies Curisfity in Se-
crets, clears Doubts, refolves Arguments, and in fhort, makes manifeft the leaft Atoms of
the moft inquifitive Defire! O moft famous Author! O fortunate Don Quixote! O re-

c2 newned

(¢) Toid. ch, 9. (d) Ibid. ch. vs.  (e) Tbid. ch, 36.  (f)Part II. ch. 18 * Nimiedad is
the Word the duthor ufes, which I fuppofe be coin’d bimfelf from the Latin Nimietas, as that cemes
f;om Nimius, tco much. Je m:ans Redundancy, Over-muchnels, Nimiety if seu will.- (g) Part I1.
ch. 40.
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nowned Dulcinea! O facetious Sancho Panza! jointly and feverally may you live and con-
dinue to the lateft Poflerity, for the general Delight and Recreation of Mankind :’

47. Cervantes makes the Author of this Hiftory to be an Arabian, alluding tl.lercby
to what is believ’d by many, that the Arabians firft infected the Spaniards with t.hc
Ytch of Romance-making It is certain Ariftotle, (b) Cornutus, and Priftian (i) take notice
of the Lybian Fables; Lucian adds (k) that among the Arabians there were Men
whofe Bufinefs it was to expound Fables. Locman who in Mabomet’s Alcoran is fo
highly prais’d, is generally, and with good reafon, bCllCV.'d to be fop the famous
Fabulit. Tbomas Erpenius was the firft chat tranflated his Fables into Latin, Anno
1625. It is very certain, the Fables of £fjp are adapted to the Genius of every
Nation. And yet, thofe which are in Greek are not the fame which Afop wrote.
Pbazdrus, who tranflated them into Latin, confefles his interpolating them. (/) I have
them in Spani/b, printed at Seville by Fobn Cronberger,.Anno 1533, with Interpolati-
ons and ftrange Additions. No wonder then the Arabians fitted them to their own
Tafte. And what greater Fable can there be than Mabomet’s Alcoran ? 1t is written
in the manner of a Novel, that it might be the eafier learn’d and the better remem-
ber’d. The Lives of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoftles, which are handed about
in Writing amorg the Muahometans are ftuff’d with Fables. Some of their Philofophers
who took upon ’em to unfold the myfterious Dreams of the Mabometan Do&rine, have
made entire Books in the nature of Novels. Of this kind is the Hiftory of Hayo, the
Son Yvcdan, of whom fuch prodigious Fitions and monftrous Stories are related by
Avicena,  Leo Africanus and Louis del Marmol teftify, as Eye-witnefies, that the 4rq-
bians are fo fond of Novels, that they celebrate the Atchievements of their Bubaiul
both in Profe and Verfe, as our Europeans have done thofe of Rinaldo of Montalban
and Orlando Furiefo. And, without going out of Spain, thofe we call Cuentos de Viejas
(Old Wives Tales) are certain fhort Novels made up of Enchantments and horrible
Apparitions to frighten Children, and are manifeftly of the Growth of #rakia.

48. In proof of this we may likewife add, that the firft Books of Chivalry or
Knight-Errantry were wrote in Spain at the time when the Arabians dwelt there. And
therefore I can’t help thinking Lope de Vega forgot himfelf, when he faid : (m) They
us’d to call Novels by the Name of Cuentos : He goes on: Tkefe Cuentos, or Tales,
were gotten by Heart, and repeated memoriter : And I don’t remember they were ever com-
milted to Writing. But they were certainly committed to Writing, and Loge muft have
met with them in thofe fame Books of Chivalry; but did not well recollect ‘e
haps becaufe thofe he had heard repeated, might not be the fame. Tho' 1 d
that there are many fuch Tales at this day which are not written, but pafs
idle Perfon to another by Tradition only.

49. Well; we have a Manchegan and Arabian for the Author of this Hiftory written
in Arabick. Cervantes to this adds, following the thread of his Fi&tion, that he got it
tranflated out of Arabick into Spanifh by a Moor that was Mafter of the Spanifh : In re-
ference to which, he brings in the Bachelor Sampfon Carrafeo, fpeaking thus to Doy
Quixote : Bleft may tbe Sage Cid Hamet Benengeli Je, Jor enriching the World wwith 1hs

Hiﬂory
(m) Ia

m, per-
on’t deny
from one

(2) In Rhetoricis. (i) In Praexercitamentis. (#) In Macrobiis,  (#) Initio Lib. =,
the Dedication of his firft Novel. Chipnitio ol
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Hiftory of your mighty Deeds (n) 5 and more than bleft, that (o) curicus Virtuofo, who took
care to bave it tranflated out of the Arabick into our wulgar Tongue, for the univerfal
Entertainment of Mankind !
50. And in order to let it be known that the Tranflator likewife made his Remarks,
Cervantes, as a Voucher for him, adds in a fort of Parenthefis {The Tranflator of this
* Hiftory when be came to this fifth Chapter fays, that be bolds the faid Chapter for Apo-
¢ryphal, becaufe Sancho Panza talks in a different fort of Siile, and ufes ancther Mode of
Locution than what might be expefled from one of bis mean Parts s and utters fuch fubtil
Reflexions and Apborifms, that be the faid Tranflator thinks it impaffible for bim to know
any thing of fuch bigh Matsers: But yet be wou’d not omit them, as thinking it bis Duty
o give bis whole Author, and not to leave any thing untranflated that be found in the
Original. (p) ] A good Leffon for fuch Tranflators as do not know that their Bufi-
nefs is like that of Pourtrait-Painters, who deviate from their Duty, if they draw a Picture
more perfect than the Original: I mean only as to the Subject-matter of the Piece: For
as to the Stile, every one is to ufe his own Colours, and thofe ought to be fuited to
the intended Reprefentation. This being fo, I know not how to excufe Cervantes,
who, in another place, makes his Tranflator deficient in his wonted Exatnefs, by fay-
ing : (q) Here ike Author inferts a long Defcription of every Particular in Don Diego’s
Houfe, giving us an Inventory of all the Goods and Chattels, and every Circumflance pe-
culiar to the Houfe of a rich Country Gentleman : But the Tranflator prefum’d that it
wou’d be better to omil thefe little Things, and fuch like infignificant Matters, being foreign
to the main Subjel? of this Hiftory, which ought to be more grounded on material Truth, than
cold and infipid Digreffions. Suppofe we fhould fay, that what is a Reprehenfion of the
Tranflator, is a tacit Commendation of the Punctuality and Exaétnefs of Cervantes ?
Or that he meant thereby to reprove the tedious Prolixity of many Writers, who di-
grefs from their main Point and principal Subje&, and dwell upon Defcriptions of
Palaces and the like ? Both the one and the other is poffible. Certain it is, that The
Novel of true and perfeit Love, afcrib’d to Atbenagoras, gives a Difguft by the frequent
Defcriptions of Palaces, built with fuch fuper-abundant Art, and that Vitruvian tco,
that it is apparent he who made thofe Defcriptions ceu’d not conceal his being an Ar-
chiteét, fince he draws the Palaces like an Artift, not a Novelit. From whence the
very judicious Huetius inferr’d, that the Author of the above Novel was not Athana-
goras, as was fuppos’d, but #illiam Pbhilander, the noted Explainer and Illuftrator of
Marcus Vitryvius 3 and that his aim in that Work was to flatter the Genilus of his
great Patron Cardinal Gregorio Armagnac, who was paflionately fond of Archite@s, and
a mighty Favourer of that Profeflion. Necither was it poffible for Athenagoras to paint
fo to the Life, as he does, the Cuftoms of the Moderns. And it was no difficult
thing to perfuade Fumeus, the Publither of the Novel, that the original Gresk which
was fhew’d him, was genuine ; but he ought to have made a clofer Examination of
it, that we might not look upon his Tranflation to be fuppofititious likewife. Fumeus
a&ed a far different Part from thofe who when they publifh any Books, which they
know to be falfe, make great Ado and exert themfelves to the utmoft to induce a Be-
lief of their being genuine, averring that they drew them from very ancient Manu-
fcripts,
(n) PartI1. ch. 3. (o) Michael de Cervantes Saavedra bimfelf. (p) Part-Il, ch. 5. (q) Tbid. ch. 18,
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fcripts, written in a hand fcarcely legible and much. defaced by Time and the Worms ;
and that they were found in this or that Library (where no-body ever faw ’em) and
that they acquir'd them by means of a certain Perfon not now living. Thefe, and the
like Artifices are what deccive your ordinary Readers ; and fo too does Cervantes,
when he would make us believe that the Author of this Work was an Arabian Hifto-
riographer, born in Lz Mancha 3 and the Tranflator a Aoori/h Rabbi, and the Con-
tinuation of the Hiftory, by great Good-luck found and purchas’d of a young Lad
that was offering to fell a Parcel of old written Papers to a Groom in a Shop on the
* lcana at Toledo. But at the time when Cervantes faid this, there was a ftrong Be-
lief current among the credulous Populace that one in Toledo had an univerfal Hiftory,
wherein every Body found whatever they fought for or defir'd. The Author of it was
fuppos’d to be a very ferious grave Perfon. And accordingly that Hiftory which
treated of all Things, and a great deal more; that is, more than they defird who
ask’d any thing of him whom they fuppos’d to be the Treafurer of the Ecclefiaftical
Erudition, I fay, that Hiftory was a Fable pregnant with many Fables, which very
properly mighe be call'd in French a Romance, and in good Spanifh, Cuento de Cuentos,
a Tale of Tales : Which were fo well receiv’d that there came out divers Continuations
of them, no lefs applauded than thofe of #madis de Gaul, and what is much worfe,
more read, and more credited, and as yet not banifh’d, the Almighty referving the
Glory of that for one on whom he fhou’d vouchfafe to beftow fuch Efficacy and
Ingenuity, not only to attack but conquer both the Great-Vulgar and the Small of a
whole Nation. But this is not a Subje¢t proper to this Place: And therefore 1 fhall
poftpone it till another Occalion offers.

51. Laftly, Cervantes, that he may not be guilty of what he reproves in other Wri-
ters of Bcoks of Chivalry, and remembring the End he had propos’d to himfelf,
of rendring fuch Fictions ridiculous ard contemptible, makes Don Quixcte, who
like a Mad-man was brought home in a Cart, fhut up as in a Cage, foon after reco-
ver his Senfes, and frankly and Chriftian-like confefs that all his A&ions had been
thofe of a Mad-man, ard the Effe@s of a diftemper’d Brain, and that he did them
out of a Defire to imitate the Knights-Errant, a Species of Mortals purely imaginary.

52. By what has been faid, the Reader may fce how admirable the Invention of this
great Work is. The Difpofition of it is ro lefs fos fince the Images of the Perfons
treated of hold a due Proportion, and each fills the Place that belongs to him. The In-
cidents are fo artfully knit together, that they call upon one another, and all of them fuf-
pend the Attention in fo delightful 2 manner, that nothing remains to fatisfy the Mind
but the Event, which is equally delightful.

53. As for the Stile ; wou'd to God the Stile now in ufe on more folemn Occa-
fions, were as good as our Author’s! In it, we fee well diftinguifh’d and appropriated the
different Kinds of fpeaking. Cervantes only makes ufe of old Words to reprefent old
Tlings the better. He introduces very few foreign Words, and never without an ab-
folute Neceflity. He has made it appear that the Spari/h Tongue has no need to go
a begging to Strangers for Words to explain its meaning. In fine, Cervantess Stile
inthis HisTory oF Dox Qurxore is pure, natural, well-placed, fweet, and

fo

& The Exchange,
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fo corred, that there are very few Spanih Writers to compare with him in that re-
fpet. Well fatisfy’d of this was Cervantes himfelf, fince in his Dedication of the
Second Part of Don Quixcte to the Gond? de Lemos, with an inimitable Facetioufnefs,
with which he knew how to cover his own Praifes, he fays thus to him: ¢ When, a
¢¢ few days ago, I fent to your Excellency my Plays, printed before they were aéted,
<« if ¥ don’t forget, I faid, that Don Quixote had his Spurs on to go and Kkifs your
<t Exccllency’s Hands ; and now I can fay he is not only be-fpurr’d, but has attually .
¢ begun his Journey to you, and if ke reaches you, I fancy I fhall have done your
¢ Excellency fome Service : For I am mightily prefs’d by divers and fundry Perfons
¢ to fend him to you, in order to remove that Naufeoufnefs and Loathing caus’d by _
¢ another Don Quixote, who, under the Name of a Second Part, has difguis’d him-
¢¢ {elf, and rambles about in a flrange manner. Now he that has thewn himfelf moft
¢¢ defirous of fceing my Don Quixote, is the Great Emperor of China, for about a
¢« Month ago, he fent mea Letter in the Chinefe Tongue, by a fpecial Meffenger, de-
¢ firing me, or to {peak better, fupplicating me, to fend Don Quixote to him 3 be-
¢¢ caufe he was upon building and endowing a College for the learning and teaching
of the Spanifb Tongue, and that the Book us’d for that Purpofe, fhould be the
¢« Hiftory of Don Quixote. Together with this he writ me Word that I fhould be
¢¢ the Head or Rector of the College. I ask’d the Bearer, if Lis Majefty had fent
<« me any Thing towards defraying my Charges. He made Anfwer, He had ro Thought
¢ of it. Why then, Friend, faid I to him, you may €’en return to your Chiza again the
¢ fame way you came, or which way you pleafe and when you pleafe : For I am ot in
<«¢ g State of Health to undertake fuch a long Journey. Befides, I am not only very
¢ weak in Body but more in Purfe ; and fo I'm the Emperor’s moft humble Ser-
<« vant: In fhort, Emperor for Emperor, and Monarch for Mcnarch, to take one with
¢ pother, and fet the Hare’s Head againt the Goofe-Giblets; there is the noble
Conde de Lemos at Naples, who without any of your Head-thips cr Rector-thips of
¢t Colleges, fupports me, protects me, and fhews me more Favour than I cou’d with
« or defire. With this I difmift him, and with this I take my Leave of, &,
Madrid, ult. Oftober, 1615,

54. Having thus examin’d the PerfeCtion of this Work by Parts ; and likewife feen
the good Diftribution, and Coherence of all the Parts one with another; it may be
eafily imagin’d how well fuch a complete Performance muft be receiv’d, Bur as it
came abroad intwo feparate Volumes, and at different times, *ts fit we fee how they were
receiv’d, what Cenfures they actually underwent, and what they really do deferve,

55. The firft Part was publifh’d at Madrid, printed by Fobn de la Cucta, Auno 1605.
in ‘Quarto, dedicated to the Duke of Bejar : Upon whofe Protection Cervantes con-
gratulates himfelf in certain Verfes written by Urganda the Unknown, prefix'd to the
Book.

56, One of the beft Proofs of the Celebrity of any Book, is the quick Sale of it,
and the Call that is for it, which was fuch that before Cervantes publifh’d the Second
Part, he fays, by the Canal of Sampfon Carrafco: (r) I donot in the leaft devbt but at this

Day there bave already been publifh’d above Twelve Theufand Copies of it. Portugal, Bar-
celona,

~
-~

[
~

(r) Part II. ch. 3.
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celona, and Valencia, where they bave been printed, can witne/s this, if there were Occa-
Jion. *Tis faid, that it is alfo now in the Prefs at Antwerp. And I verily believe there's
Jearce a Language into which it is not tranflazed, or will be tranflated. It fell out accord-
dingly ;5 fo that an Account only of the feveral Tranflations of it wou'd make no fmall
Book it felf. In another place he introduces Don Quixote, exaggerating the Number
of the printed Books of his Hiftory, thus, (s) I bave merited the Honour of the Prefs in
almoft all the Nations of the World. Thirty Thoufand Volumes of my Hiftory bave been
printed already, and Thirty Thoufand Millions more are like to be printed, if Heaven pre-
went rot. - 1n another place the Dutchefs (whofe Territories, as yet, no Man has been
able to find out) fpeaking of the Hittory of Don Quixote, fays, It was lately publifi’d
with the wuiverfal Applanfe of all Mankird. Much better has the Bachelor Sampfon
Carrafeo deliverd himfelf concerning this Hiftory, fpeaking of it to Don Quixote him-
flf : (1) In it, fays he, every thing is fo plain, there's not the leaft Iota but what any
ore may underjlard, Children bandle it, Youngfers read it, Men underfiand it, and old
People applanid it.  In fhort, it is univerfally fo thumb'd, fo glear’d, fo fludied, and f6
known, that if the People do but fee a lean [orfe, they prefently ery, There goes Rozi-
nante.  But none apply themfelves to the reading of it more than your Pages: There's ne'er
a Nobieman’s Anti-chamber where you fbarw’t fird a Don Quixote. No fooner bas one
laid it deweny but another takes it up. One asks for it bere, and there tis fnatch’d up by
ancther. In a word, *iis efleen’d the moft pleafant and leaft dangerous Diverfion that
ever was feen, as being a Book that does not beiray the leaft -indecent Expreffion, nor Jo
much as a profane Thought. Much reafon therefore had Sancho Panza to make this

Prophecy : ) Pl lay you a }¥ager, guoth Sancho, that before we be much older, ibere v:ill
nit be an Inny, a Hedge-Tavern, a blind Viflualling-Houfe, nor a Barber’s-Shop in ile
Country, but what will bave the Story of our Lives and Deeds pafled and painted along
the Walls. Accordingly we have feen this come to pafs, and much more; for nor
only in Taverns, and private Houfes are the Books of Don Quixote to be found, but
in the choiceft Libraries, whofc Owners are proud of having the firft Editions of it.
The meft eminent Painters, Tapeftry-makers, Engravers and Sculptors are employ’d
in reprefenting his Hiftory, to adorn, with its Figures, the Houfes and Palaces of no-
ble Lords and great Princes. Cervantes, even in his Life-time, obtain’d the Glory of
having his Work receive the Royal Approbation. As King Philip 111. was ftanding
in a Balcony of his Palace at Madrid, and viewing the Country, he obferv’d a StuD-
dent on the Margin of the River Manzanares reading in a Book, and from time to
time breaking off and knocking his Forehead with the Palms of his Hands, with ex-
traordinary Tokens of Pleafure and Delight, upon which the King faid to thofe about
him : That Scholar is either mad, or reading the Hiflory of Don Quixote. The King
was prefently made acquainted by the Courtiers, that That was really the Book he was
reading : For Courtiers are very forward to recommend themfelves to their Mafter’s
Favour, by taking all Opportunities of flattering his Judgment in things of little
Concern. But none of them all would folicite a moderate Penfion for Cervantes to
keep him from ftarving! And therefore I den’t know well how to take that Parable
of the Emperor of China. It is certain, Cervantes, while he livd, was very much ob-

lig'd

(1) Lbid, ¢h. 6. (1) Part II, ch..3.  (u) Part II. ch. 71,



MicHAEL DE CERVANTES SAAVEDRA. 25

lig’d to Foreigners, and but very little to Spaniards. The former prais’d and honour-
ed him without Meafure. The latter not only made no account of him, b utdefpis'd
him, nay abus’d him with Satire and Invective both publick and private,

g7. That this Truth may not be left to the Reader’s Courtefy to believe as much or
as little of it as he pleafes, let us produce our Vouchers, The Licenciate Marjuez Terres
in the Approbation fign’d by him, and prefix’d to the Second Part of the Hiftry of
Don Quixote, after a moft juft Cenfure of the bad Books of his Time, has thefe Words:
¢ Very different Sentiments have been entertain’d of Michael de Cervantes’s Writings,
¢ as well by our own Nation, as Strangers; for the latter croud to fee, as they wou’d
¢ a Miracle, the Author of Books which Spain, France, Italy, Germany, and Flan-
¢ ders have receiv’d with general Applaufe, as well on account of their Decorum,
<¢ Propriety and Decency, as the Sweetnefs and Agreeablenefs of the Language. 1
<¢*do, with truth, hereby certify, that on the Twenty-fifth Day of February of this
¢¢ prefent Year 1615, the moft illuftrious Lord Bernardo de Sandoval € Roxas, Car-
¢ dinal, Archbifhop of Toleds, receiving a vifit paid him by the Embaflador of
< France, {everal French Gentlemen who accompany’d the Embaffador, no lefs cour-
¢¢ teous than learned and lovers of polite Literature, came to me and other Chaplains
¢ of my Lord Cardinal, defiring to know what Books of Wit and Ingenuity were
¢ moft in vogue: And happening to touch upon that which I had before me to exa-
¢ mine, they no fooner heard the Name of Michael de Cervantes, but they began to
¢ ask a great many Queftions, magpnifying the Efteem which not only France but
«¢ the neighbouring Kingdoms had for his Works, T e GavraTEa, which fome
¢« of them had almoft by heart, THE First PaRr T of this Hiftory, and Tue
¢ Novers. Their Exaggerations and Raptures were fo great that I ofier’d to carry
¢ them to fce the Author of thofe Pieces. They faid, If I wou’d give my fIf that
¢¢ Trouble, they fhou’d be infinitely oblig’d to me. Then they ask’d me very mi-
¢¢ nutely concerning his Age, his Profeffion, Quality and Quantity. I found my feif
¢ oblig’d to fay, that he was Old, a Soldier, a Gentleman, and Poor. To which
«¢ one of them anfwer'd in thefe very words, Why does not Spaiz heap Riches upon
¢ fuch 2 Man? Why is he not maintain’d out of the publick Revenue? Another of
<¢ the Gentlemen ftruck in here, and faid with a great deal of Sharpnefs, if Neceflicy
¢ obliges him to write, I pray God he may never know what it is to be otherwife
<« than neceflitous, to the end that he, being poor, may make the World rich with
¢ his Works. I fancy fomebody will cenfure this Cenfure, and fay *tis not only a lictle
<¢ of the longeft, but likewifc favours of Flattery, but the Truth of what I but bricfly
¢ relate, ought to remove the Critick’s Sufpicions, as it does my own Fears of being
¢ thought guilty of Adulation. Befides, now-a-days no Body is flatter'd that wants
¢¢ the Wherewithal to oil the Flatterer’s Tongue, who expeéts to be rewarded_in earn-
¢¢ eft for the Falfitics he utters in jeft,

The Reader will think that he who faid all this, was the Licenciate Francifco Mar-
quez Torres; no fuch Matter: It was Michael Cervantes Saavedra’s own felf: For
that Licentiate’s Stile is altogether Metaphorical, Affected, and Pedantic, witnefs the
Confolatory Difcourfes be wrote o the Duke of Uceda on the Death of his Son : Whercas
the Stileof theabove Approbation is pure, natural, and courtly ; and fo wholly like Cer-

Vor. L. d ! vantes,
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vaites, that there’s .not a word in it different from his way of writing. The Licen-
ciate was one of the Cardinal’s Chaplains and Mafter of the Pages s and (x) Cervantes
was greatly favourd by his Eminence: So there’s no doubt of their being intimate
Friends and Acquaintance,

58. This Friendthip being fuppos’d, it was not much for Cervantes to take fuch a
liberty. Let therefore the Licenciate Torres be fatisfy’d with Cervantes’s making him a
Sharer in the Glory of his Stile : And let us fee what reafon Cervantes had for {peaking,
as they fay, by the Mouth of a Goofe. He had no other Defign but to fet forth an Idea
of his Work, the Efteem, It and its Author were held in Abroad, and the Neglet
and Difregard he met with at Home,

59. Having given an Account of the Entertainment our Author and his Work met
with both in §pasiz and in foreign Countries, we will now fee what End he tells us he
propos’d to himfelf in writing it : And this he intimates to us two ways, pofitively and
negatively, by telling us, How it is written, and how it is not written: All which
is contain’d in the above Approbation (ot Cenfure) of this Second Part equal in every
refpeét to the Firft, confidering the Difficulty there is in carrying on a Fi&ion, al-
ready fo perfe@, asto be reckon’d happily finifh’d and completed. I do not find in it
(fays the above Cenfor) any thing unbecoming a zealous Chriftian, or contrary to the Re-
Jpect due to moral Virtues aud the Excellence of a good Example : Rather, much Erudition
and ufeful Inflruction, for the extirpating the wain romantic Books of Chivalry, the Conta-
gion whereof was fpread beyond all Bounds s as likewife for the improving and polifbing the
Spanith Tongue, as not being adulterated with a fulfom fludied dffediation (fo juftly abbor-
red by all Men of Senfe): Then, as for what concerns the Correiion of Vice in general,
tbe Autbor is not [paring of Reproofs and wvery fbarp ones teo: But when be defcends to
Particulars, be is [o cbjervant of the Laws of Chriftian Reprehenfion that the very Patient
bimfelf who is to fuffer the Operation, or take the Phyfick which is ta cure bis Infirmities,
will be delighted rather than difgufted, with the method our Author takes to bring bim to
¢ Deteflation of the Vices and Diftempers be labours under. There have been many, who net
knowirg bow to temper and mix ibe Utile with the Dulce, the profitable with the plea.
fant, bave feen all their Labsur loff and come to nothing 5 for, not being able to imitate
Diogenes as a Philofopber and Scholar, they boldly (not to fay impudently and blindly) pre.
tend to imitate bim as a Cynick, giving themfelves up to a Licenticufinefs of Slandering and
being feurrilous 5 inventing Cafes which never happen’d, to fhew bow capable they are by their
bitter Rebukes to cure Vice 5 tho’ perbaps at the fame time they point out Paths to Sfollow it
4ill then ynknown 5 and fo become, if not Correftors, at leat Maflers, of it. They make
themfelves cdious to Men of Urderflarding 3 with the Populace they lofe their Credit Gf
they bad any) neceflary for getting their Writings admitted among them s and the Vices
which they rafbly and indifereetly go about to corre®, remain in a Jar weife Condition than
they were in before : For not all Impofibumes indifcriminately are at the Jame time difpos’d

Sfor admitiing Recipes and Cauteries : Some Conflitutions require mild and gentle Medicines,
by which a cautious and learned Phyfician will difeufs and refolve the Ailment, which is
oftentimes better than 1o apply the Steel and Fire toit. A Cenfure, certainly worthy of a
Man of Cervantes’s found Judgment and Moderation of Mind.

6o. Very
(x) Sce Pref. to Part II. of Don Quixote.



MicuarrL pe CERVANTES SAAVEDRA. g5

6o. Very dificrent were thofe made againft him by his Adverfaries, fuffering them-
fclves to be hurry’d away by the Perverfenefs of a bad Mind, and an Itch of Slander
and Abufe: but yet of fuch a Sort, that he himfelf, againft whom they were levell’d,
took a Pride in relating them. For thus he tells us in His Poyage t» Parnafius.
When I was ar Valladolid, a Letter was brought to my Houfey charz’d a Real (Sixperce)
Carriage: A Niece of mine took it in and paid the Carriage, which fle fbculd not have
done s but fhe gave for an Excufe, That fbe bad ofien beard me fay, In three Things one’s
Money is well laid out : In beflowing Alms, in paying a good Pbyfician, and in Carriage
of Letters, whether they come from Friends or Enemies; for Letters of Friends advife us
Jor our Goed, and thofe of Enemies may ferve to put us upon our Guard againft Evil. She
gave me the Letter, in which was inclofed o wretched Sonnet, without any Spirit or the leaft
Tinlture of Wit, but full of Abufe againft Don Quixote, but that gave me no Concern;
awbat vext me was the Sixpence, ard from that Day fcrward 1 refelv’d to take in no Let-
ters, without Carriage paid.

61. More nettled was Cervantes at another Enémy of his Don Quixote; for he de-
feribed him fo to the Life, that one may eafily perceive how highly he was provoked.
All that’s known of this Perfon is, that he was a Monk ; but not what Monk, or of
what Order; and fo we may €’en give a Copy of his Pi¢ture here: (y) Tbe Dute
and Dutchefs came as far as the Door of the Hall to receive bim (Don Quixote) and with
them a grave Clergyman, one of thofe that affume to govern Great Mens Houfes, and who,
#ot being ® nobly born themfelves, don't know bow to inflrué? thofe that are, but would bave
the Liberality of the Great meafured by the Narrownefs of their ctwn Souls, making thofe
whom they govern flingy, when they pretend to teach ’em Frugality. One of thefe in all
likelibood was this grave Ecclefiaftick, who came with the Duke 1o receive Don Quixote.
The Reception of Don Quixote by the Monk, and his fhappith fhocking Carriage to-
wards him, will be feen at full in the Book it felf. And fo leaving the Cenfures which
are occult and fecret, we will now fpeak of thofe which were open and barefaced.

62. The firft Part of the Hiftory of Don Quixote being publith’d, as we faid, and
fo well receiv’d, and fo often printed and reprinted, there was not wanting in Spain
a Perfon that out of Envy to Cervantes’s Reputation, and Covetounefs to make a Gain
of his Books, prefumptuoufly took upon him to write and publith a Continuation of
this inimitable Hiftory, even in the Author’s Life-time, and while he was preparing
his Second Part for the Prefs. ‘The Title he gave his Book was this:

63. The Second Volume of the Ingenious Gentleman Don Quixote de la Mancha, con-
taining bis Third Sally: compos’d by the Licentiate Alonzo Fernandez de Avellaneda, 4
Native of Tordefillas. Infirib’d to the Alcalde (Bayliff) Regidores (Aldermen) and
Gentlemen of the noble Town of Argamefilla, the bappy Country ¢f Don Quixote de la
Mancha Kwight and Gentleman.  With Licenfe 5 in Tarragona at the Printing-Offce
of Philip Roberto, Ao 1614. In 8vo.

64. Alonzo Fernandez de Avellaneda was neither the true Name of the Author of this
‘Work, nor was he a Native of Zordefillas, a noted Town of Oid Caftile ; but an Arra.
gonian; fince Cervantes, whom we muft fuppofe to be well inform’d, calls him fo on
various Occafions. In one he calls this Continuation (z) e Hiffory which the Arra-

d2 goniap

(y) Part IL, cb. 31. ¥ Gentlemen are called Neble in Spain. (=) Part. II, ch. 61.
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-
gonian lately publifl’d. 1In another, he fays of it (a) It is the Second Part of the Hiftory
of Don Quixote; not that which was compos’d by Cid Hamet, the Author of the Firft,
but by a certain Arragonian, who profeffes bimfelf a Native of Tordefillas. And tho’
Cervantes in another Place calls him Autor Tordillefio; it was only in Compliance with
the Fiction of his fuppos’d Country, and perhaps to ridicule him by a witty equivo-
cating Allufion to the Words Rocin Tordille, (which is Spani/b for a Flea-bitten Fade
of a Horfe): as if he had faid, Autor Arrocinado. Upon the Suppofition therefore
that the Work was written in Tordefillas, and printed in Zarragona, as is declar’d by
the Apprebation to the Book, and the Licenfe for printing it: we fhall eafily under-
ftand Cervantes’s Words in the Beginning of his very ingenious Preface to his Second
Part, alluding to the Fiction of the Country, and the Reality of its being printed in
Tarragona. He fays: Blefs me! Reader, gentle or fimple, whoever you be, how impa-
tiently by this time muf} you expel? this Preface, fuppofing it to be nothing but revengeful
Inveltives azainft the Author of the Secomd Don Quixote : But Imuf} beg your Pardon s
for I fbail fay no mere of bim than every body fays, That Tordefillas is the Place where
be was Begotten, and Tarragona the Place where be was Borny and though it be univer-
fally faid, that even a Worm when trod upon will turn again, yet DPm refolv’d for once to
crofs the Proverb. 2ou perbaps now would bave me call bim Coxcomb, Fool and Madman ;
but P'm of another Mird 5 and fo let bis Folly be its own Punifbment, And a little farther :
Methinks, Reader, I bear you blame me for fbewing fo little Refentment, and ufing bim [o
gently; but pray confider, *fis not good to bear too bard upon a Man that is fo over modeft
and fo much in Affiition: For certainly this Noble Perfon’s Afflition muft be very Grand,
Jince be dare not appear in the cpen Field and in the Fuce of the Sun, but conceals bis Name,
and counterfeits bis Country, as if be bad been guilty of High-Treafon. Thefe Words
Noble Perfon and Grand, are to me myfterious, I confefs: but, waving that, I am per-
fuaded, that Cerwzantes’s Enemy was very powerful, fince an Author and a Soldier,
bold and dextrous both at his Pen and Sword, did not dare to name him. Unlefs
upon fecond Thoughts he was fo vile and defpicable a Fellow, that Cervantes did nce
care the World fhould know his Name, and the Wretch thereby become famous tho’

for Infamy.
65. Don Nicclas Aitonio was of Opinion this Author had not a- Genius for conti-

nuing fuch a Work, That’s but a fmall matter. He had neither a Genius nor Inge-
nuity for fo difficult an Undertaking. He had no Genius, for that fuppofes Inge-
nuity or Wit ; fince as was faid by the Dutchefs who honour’d Don Quixote fo highly,
(b) Merry Conceits are not the Offspring of a dull Brain: And fuch was that of theArragonian
Author whofe Legend is unworthy of any Reader that values either his Reputation or
his Time. For to write with Beauty, requires bright Parts, and a found Judgment, which
our Arragonian was an utter Stranger to. He could not fo much as invent with any Ap-
pearance of Verifimilitude. Flaving ventur’d upon continuing the Hiftory of Dox
Quixote, he ought to have imitated the Charalters of the Perfons whom Cervantes has
feigned, and prefery’d Decorum, which is the greateft Perfection of Art. Laftly, his
Learning is Pedantick, and his Stile full of Impropricties, Solecifms, and Barbarifms,
harth, uncouth and unpleafant: and in fine, every way deferving the Contempt it has

met

(a) Part Il. ch. 70, (6) Part II. ch. 3o.
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met with; for it has been put to the vileft Ufes, ard nothing but its being fearce
cou’d make it of any Eftimation. Infomuch that having been reprinted at Madrid
in 1614, now (viz.in 1732) 118 Years ago, no Man of Senfe or Tafte has valu’d
it any other than as wafte Paper. In 1704 was printed at Paris a Book call’'d a
Zranflation of this Work in the French Tongue : But the Difpofition and Order is al- -
ter’d, many things left out, and many more added ; and thefe have indeed brought
fome little fhare of Credit to its firlt Author.

66. He cou’d conceal his Name, but not his Malice, nor his Avarice ; having had
the Infolence, in his Preface, to exprefs himfelf in thefe Terms: Here is continucd the
Hiftory of Don Quixote de la Mancha with the fame Authority with which Michael de
Cervantes Saavedra began it, together with a Copy of authentic Relations, which came to
bis Hand (I fay Hand, not Hands, fince be bimfelf owns be bas but one, and fecing be
Jpeaks fo much of all other People, we bave this to fay of bim, that as a Soldier and an
old Man for Age, but a Boy for Brisknefs, e bas more Tongue than Hands): But I
leave bim to bis Complaints of my taking the Bread out of bis Mouth by this Second Part.
Not to infift upon the Ungrammaticalnefs (in Spanifh) of this whole Period, for
which 2 School-boy wou’d be foundly whip’d: Let us hear another of his Reprehen-
fions, and that is, concerning the inculpable Old-age of Cervantes, his Condition, Po-
verty and Perfecutions ; and I muft beg the Reader’s Patience in fuffering the fenfelefs
impertinent Bibble-babble of a ridiculous Pedant, for he cou’d be no other to fay as he
does : Michael de Cervantes is already as old as the Cafile of San Cervantes, and fo
peevifb with Age that be is offended at every Thing and with every Body, and thereby be-
come fo deftitute of Friends, that when be wou’d adorn bis Books with Commendatory Son-
nets, be was forced (as be Jays) to write *em bimfelf and fatber *em on Prefter John of
the Indies, or on the Emperor of Trapifond, becaufe, maybap, be cou’d not find a Man of
any Note in Spain, but wou’d be affronted at bis taking bis Name in bis Mouth. Ged
grant that be may find an Afylum in the Church. Let bim reft fatisfy’d with bis G a -
LATEA and bis CoMEDIES in Profe, and not trouble us with any more of Lis
NovEeLs. * St Thomas teaches that Ewvy is an Uneafinefs at another’s Man’s Hap-
pinefs. A Doélrine which be took from St John Damafcenus. Tbe Offspring of this
Vice St. Gregory tells us, are Surmifings, Whifperings, Detrallion of ones Neighbour, Re-
joycings at bis Misfortunes, Sorrowings for bis Good-fortune : Well therefore is this Sin
called Invidia 2 non videndo, quia Invidus non poteft videre bona aliorum : 4 which
Effests are as Infernal as their Canfe, and diretly contrary to thefe of Chriftian Charity,
of which St. Paul fays, 1 Corinth. xiii. Charitas patiens eft, benigna eft, non =mula-
tur, non agit perperam: non inflatur, non eft ambitiofa, congaudet Veritati, &c.
But the Difmalnefs of bis Firft Part is imputed to its being writ within the Walls of a
Prifon: 4nd therefore it cow’d not but be Unpleafant, Cholerick, Impatient, Harfb and
Querulous, as People in a Prifon are apt to be.

67. If we fhoud ask this Man what cou’d move him to uf¢ fuch infulting fhamelefs
Expreffions; we fhall find throughout his whole Preface no other Caufe but that he
and Lopé de Vega were cenfur’d in the Hiftory of Don Quixote. His Words are thefe:
He will at leaft allow we bave both of us one and the fame End in view, which is to ba-

xifh

* Aquinas J fuppofe be means.
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ni/b and deflroy the pernicious Books of Knight-Errantry, fo much fought for by the Jgno-
rant and the Idle. We differ indeed in the Means 5 for the Courfe be bas taken is by affront-
ing not me alone, but another Perfon who is fo juftly celebrated by the moft diftant Nations,
(This is Lopé de Vega) and to whom cur cwn is fo bighly oblig’d for having fo many
Lears in the moft laudable and abundant manner kept up the Spanith Stage with fur-
prifing and xumberlefs Plays, with all the Striéinefs of Art that the People wifb for or de-
Jire, and with that Innocence and Decency as became a Minifier of the Holy Office. (¢) Lopé
de Vega was a * Familiar of the Holy Office.

68. It is very natural for ignorant People, when they are reprov’d, to ground the
Wrong they imagine they fuffer by being critici’d, in the Cenfure pafs’d on other
great Men, to the end that fuch as are paflionately fond of thefe latter may be exaf-
perated againft the Cenfurer. Lopé de Pega was in his Time, and even at this Time,
the Prince of the Spani/h Druma. To Cenfure a Writer of his Reputation, is, as it
were, a laying Hands on a facred Perfon.

69. But Lopé who knew himfelf to be but Fleth and Blood any more than other
Writers, like a wife Man took in good Part the Cenfures pafs’d upon him with
Truth and a good Intention, and endeavour'd to make Advantage of, and improve
by, the Knowledge of his Errors. In proof of this, let it fuffice to relate the very
Thing which gave Occafion to this ill-judging Arragonian Author to complain fo mal-
4-propos, and to rail fo much as he does.

70. Lopé de Vega was found fault with by many for compofing Plays not adjufted
to the Rules of Art. I hold it for Certain that Cervantes was one of his ftrongeft Cen-
furers. Lopé made it his Bufinefs to excufe himfelf the beft he cou’d, which was, by
imputing many of his Faults and Negligences to his being forc’d to humour the Peo-
ple; and fecing himfelf hard preft, he ftuck not to affirm, That the new Circum-
ftances of the Times requir'd a new fort of Comedies: As if the Nature of Things
were mutable by any Accident whatfoever. The Controverfy rofe fo high that the
Poctic Academy of AMadrid order’d Lopé de Vega to write down and fet forth what he
had to fay for himfelf. Upon which he wrote a Difcourfe (in Verfe) intituled, A4 new Ar:
of writing Plays for the prefent Time. Being a frank open-hearted ingenuous Man he con-
fefs’d his Faults, but gilded ’em over in the beft manner he cou’d, as follows:

Cheice Wits of Spain, you charge me to write down
THeE ART OF MAKING PLAYS TO PLEASE THE Town,
A Task not bard to me, much lefs to you
Wbo that and all things elfe know bow to do.
But what Pm chiefly charg’d with on My Part,
Is that I write *em WITHOUT ANY ART.

It is not that Pm ignorant of the Rules ;
For thofe, thank Ged, I learn’d ’em in the Schools
Before I bad, twice five times, feen the Sun
His Ceurfe from Aries unto Pifces run.

But

(¢) D. Nic. Antonius in Biblioth. Hifp. ¥ Perfons of the greateft Quality in Spain take it as
Alzazur 10 be adinitted to this Title of Familiars to the Ing{xﬁtiaﬂ. Sy i
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But, to fpeak Truth, I found that Spanith Plays
Upon the foot they're manag’d now-a-days,
Are vafily diff*rent from the ancient Plan
Laid down by thofe who firft the Art began :
For now a Set of barb’rous unlearn’d Elves
Hawve [o ingroft the Publick to themfelves
And witiated their Tafte, that *tis in vain
For one to write in any other Strain,
Or think to fiem the Torrent of the many,
Unlefs be means to live without a Penny.
Ghe Town’s fo fond of fenfelefs ffupid Farce,
So blind to Art, to Reafon fo averfe,
That they're refolv’d to give nor Bread nor Bays
To bim that fball exbibit reg’lar Plays.

Some Pieces for the Stage Ive writ, ’lis true,
Wherein, undeviating, I did purfue
The Rules of Art, known to the judging few:
But when I fee, without or Head or Tail
A well-drefs’d Inconfifiency prevail,
And bow both Men and Women run in Crouds
To admire @ Monfler wrapt in fhining Clouds,
I follow Cuftom, bar¥rous as it is,
And when I am to write a Comic Piece,
T lock the Precepts up with fix firong Keys,
Terence and Plautus too I firait transfer
Elfewbere, and never let em once come near
My Study, lef they foow’d in Fudgment rife
And perfecute me with their Critic Cries ;
For Truth is apt in Books to make a Noife.
And thus the Rules I wwrite by were found out
By thofe who make their Court to th® Rabble-Rout
For as the Pulgar for their Pleafure pay,
It is but juft to pleafe them their own way.

A little further he fays:
Believe me, Sirs, I was not much inclin’d

Some of " aforefaid Things to bring to mind 3
But you yourfelves bad order’d me 1 explain
The ART OF MAKING COMEDIES IN SPAI.N,
Where, if my Thoughts I freely may impart,
All that are writ are CONTRARY TO ART,
The fame thing he owns a little afterwards :
But fince fo far from Art we Spaniards flray,
Let learned Men fay Mum, and go their way,

And
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And this very Man, who by the molt learned and judicious part of Mankind is
cfteerm’d the Prince of the Spanifh Drama (for as for D. Pedro Calderon de la Barca
he is not to compare with him either for Invention or Stile) concludes his AR T thus:

Not one of all thefe Writers can 1 call

More barb'rous than my felf; who firft of all ,

Prefum’d 10 it a moft advent’rous Part, .

Daring to lay down Precepts againft Arts

Humouring the Mob fo far beyond all Rule,

As 1o be calld by Foreigners a Fool.

But what can [eribbling Devils do? Or bow

Can poor Pilgarlick fhun bis Fate, I trow 2

So many Plays were bardly ever writ

By one Man as by me, take Wit Sfor Wit :

So large the number that but one Play more,

Suft finif'd, makes four Hundred Eighty Four.

Trom which deduting fix, the other part

Have grievoufly offended againft Art.

Howe'er, I muff maintain the Plays Pve writ

Becaufe they Me maintain’d, Wit or no Wit.

They might bave been made better, I confefs,

But then I'm fure they wou’d bave pleas’d much lefs :

Since oftentimes what’s mere Bombaft and Rant

Delights, becanfe it is Extravagant.
= 1. Here we have Lopé de Vega owning the Charge before the Year]1 602, for in that
Year he printed his New Art, if an Academical Difcourfe fo contrarly to i,t may de-
forve that Name. Let us now fee how juft, and how moderate Cervantes was ig] the
Cenfure he pafs'd on the bad Comic Writers of his Time, not on Lopé de Pega, for
whom he had a due Refpect, contenting himfelf with only reprehending (Tvi;hout
naming him) the very Thing he publickly confeft himfelf Guilty of. This Difcourfe
of Cervantes is in my Opinion the happieft he ever writ ; and therefore I am confi-
dent the Reader will not be difpleas’d if I frepeat it here. I take it for granted
Cervantes means no body but himfelf by the Canon of Tdledo, whofe Perfon he a{"
fumes, and in whofe Name he Addrefles himfelf to the celebrated Curate Pero Perez-
in the following Terms. * ( d) <« I muft confefs, I was once tempted to write a Book o’f
«¢ Knight-Errantry my felf, obferving all thofe Rules : and, to fpeak the truth, I writ
« zbovean hundred Pages, which, for a better trial, whether they anfwer'd my Expetta
«¢ tion, ] communicated to learned and judicious Men fond of thofe Subjeéts, as wéllp as .
« {ome of thofe ignorant Perfons who only are delighted with Extravar;ancies. A::?l
<« they all gave me a fatisfaCtory Approbation. And yet I made no further Prc') refs
¢ a5 well in regard [ look’d upon it to be a thing no way agreeable with m gPro,
<¢ feffion, as becaufe I am fenfible the illiterate are much more numerous th)z,m th;

learn’d :

& The Tranflator of this Life has taken due care to make all thefe 'Ouotations
v;nteN;’s‘true Smf;, bfy Zz_[ii[%mﬁ j?m} can/lidezabét_ Miflakes and Oz£rﬁ§7m which ;)Ziﬁr;;?f}felrfto":ﬁ(a:;;
y 4 sice nst enly of himfclf out ¢f ail the Lranfats g

1 ‘( d) Pmy I h zjx f flators as well as the geucrality of Readers,
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learned : And fince it is better to be commended by the fmall number of the Wife,
than to make Sport for the ignorant Multitude, I will not expofe my felf to the
confus’d Judgment of the giddyVulgar, whofe principal Bufinefs it is to read fuch Books.
But the greateft motive I had to lay afide and think no more of finithing it, was
the Argument that [ form’d to my felf, deduc’d from the Plays now ufually acted:
For, thought I, if Plays now in ufe, as well thofe which are altogether of the
Poets Invention, as thofe which are grounded upon Hiftory, be all of them, or at
leaft, the greateft Part, made up of moft abfurd Extravagarcies and Incoherences:
And yet the multitude fees them with Satisfaction, approves them and efteems them
for Good, tho’ they are far from being fo : And if the Poets who write, and (¢) the
Players who a¢t them, fay they muft be fo contriv’d and no otherwife, becaufe
they pleafe the generality of the Audience : And if thofe which are regular and ac-
cording to Art, ferve only to pleafe half a Score judicious Perfons who underftand
them, while the reft of the Company cannot reach the Contrivance, nor know any
thing of the Matter : And therefore the Poets and Acors fay, they had rather get
their Bread by the greater number, than the Applaufe of the lefs: Then may I
conclude the fame will be the Succefs of this Book : So that when I have rack’d my
Brains to obferve the Rules, I fhall reap no other Advantage, than to be laugh’d at
for my Pains. I have fometimes endeavour’d to convince the Ators that they are
deceiv’d in their Opinion, and they will draw more Company, and get better Cre-
dit by regular Plays than by thofe prepofterous Reprefentations now in ufe: But
they are fo pofitive in their Humour, that no Strength of Reafon, nor ev’n De-
montftration, can divert them from their Conceit. 1 remember I once was talking
to one of thofe obftinate Fellows: Do you not remember, faid I, that within thefe
few Years three Tragedies were atted in Spain, written by a famous Poet of ours,
which were fo excellent, that they furpriz’d, delighted, and rais’d the Admiration
of all that faw them, as well the Ignorant and Ordinary People, as the Criticks
and Men of Quality : And the Ators got more by thofe Thiee, than by Thirty of
the beft that have been writ fince? Doubtlefs, Sir, faid the Ator, you mean the

Tragedies of IsaBeL LA, PuyrrLis, and AvexanbpRA. The very fame,
I reply’d, and do you judge whether they obferved the Rules of the Drama, and

whether by doing fo they loft any thing of their Efteem, or fail’d of pleafing all
forts of People. So that the Fault lies not in the Audiences, defiring Abfurdities,
but in thofe who know not how to give them any thing elfe. Nor was there any
thing prepofterous in feveral other Plays, as for Example, INGRATIT UDE
ReveENG’p, NumanTiAa, THE AMOROUS MERCHANT, and THE
FavouraBrLe Enemy, nor in fome others, compos’d by judicious Poets
to their Honour and Credit, and to the Advantage of thofe that aéted them,
Much more I added, which, in my Opinion, fomewhat confounded, but no way
fatisfy’d or convinc’d him, fo as to change his erroneous Opinion. You have
touch’d upon a Subje@, Sir, faid the Curate, which has awaken’d in me an old
Averfion I have for the Plays now in ufe, which is not inferior to that I bear to
Books of Knight-Errantry. For whereas Plays, according to the Opinion of Cicero,
Vor. L. c ought

{¢) See what Lopé€ de Vega fays before.
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¢ ought to be Mirrors of human Life, Patterns of good Manners, and the very Re-
¢ prefentative of Truth: Thofe now acted are Mirrors of Abfurdities, Patterns of
¢¢ Follies, and Images of Leudnefs. For inftance, what can be more abfurd, than for
¢¢ the fame Perfon to be brought on the Stage a Child in Swadling-Bands, in the firft
¢ Scene of the firt A&, and to appear in the Second grown a Man? What can be
¢ more ridiculous than to reprefent to us a fighting old Fellow, a cowardly Youth,
¢ a rhetorical Footman, a politick Page, a churlith King, and an unpolith’d Prin-
¢¢ cefs? What fhall I fay of their regard to the || Time in which thofe A&ions they
¢ reprefent, either might or ought to have happen’d, having feen a Play, in
¢ which the firt A& began in Europe, the fecond in Afia, and the third ended in
¢ Africk ? Probably, if there had been * another A, they would have carry’d it into
<< America : And thus it would have been ated in the four Quarters of the World.
But if Imitation is to be a principal Part of the Drama, how can any tolerable
¢¢ Judgment be pleas’d, when reprefenting an Action that happen’d in the Time of
s King Pepin or Charlemain, they fhall attribute it to the Emperor Heraclius, and
¢ bring him in carrying the Crofs into Jerufalem, and recovering the Holy Sepul-
<« chre, like Godfry of Boulcigne, there being a vaft diftance of Time betwixt thofe
« Agions. Thus they will clap together Pieces of true Hiftory in a Play of their
¢« own framing and grounded upon Fiction, mixing in it Relations of things that have
¢ happen’d to different People and in feveral Ages. This they do without any
«¢ Contrivance that might make it the more probable, and with fuch vifible Miftakes as
< are altogether inexcufable : Butthe worft of it is, that there are Ideots who look upon
<¢ this as Perfection, and think every thing elfe to be mere Pedantry. But if we look into
¢¢ the pious Plays, whata multitude of falfe Miracles thall we find in them, how many
«¢ Errors and Contradi¢tions, how often the Miracles wrought by one Saint attributed
¢ to another ? Nay, ev’n in the prophane Plays, they prefume to work Miracles up-
<¢ on the bare Imagination and Conceit that fuch a fupernatural Work, or a Machine,
¢ as they call it, will be ornamental, and draw the common Sort to fee the Play.
«¢ Thefe things are a Reflettion upon Truth it fclf, a depreciating and lefs’ning of
«« Hiftory, and a Reproach to all Spani/b Wits: Becaufe Strangers, who are very ex-
¢ a& in obferving the Rules of the Drama, look upon us as ap ignorant and 2 bar.
< barous People, when they fee the Abfurdities and Extravagancies of our Plays. Nor
* would it be any Excufe to alledge, that the principzl Defign of all good Govern-
¢ ments, in permitting Plays to be publickly acted, is to amufe the Commonalty with
¢« fome | awful Recreation, and fo to divert thofe ill Humours which Idlenefs js apt
“¢ to breed ; and that fince this End is attain’d by any fort of Plays, whether good
¢ or bad, it is needlefs to prefcribe Laws to them, or oblige the Poets or Actors to
«« compofe and reprefent fuch as are firictly conformable to the Rules.
this End propos’d would be far better and fooner attain’d by good Plays than b
bad ones. He who fees a Play that’s regular and anfwerable to the Rules of Po;-}.’
try, is delighted with the Comic-part, inform’d by the Serious, furpriz’d at tha
variety of Accidents, improv'd by the Language, warn’d by the Frauds, inﬁru&eg]
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¢ by Exampies, incens'd againft Vice, and enamour’d with Virtue ; for a good Play
¢¢ muft caufe all thofe Emotions in the Soul of him that fees it, tho® he were never fo
¢¢ infenfible and unpolith’d. And it is abfolutely impoffible that a Play which has
<¢ a]l thefe Qualifications, thould not infinitely divert, fatisfy and pleafe beyond ano-
¢¢ ther that wants them, as moft of them do which are now ufually ated. Neither
¢¢ are the Poets who write them in Fault, for fome of them are very fenfible of their
¢ Errors, (f)and extremely capable of performing their Duty. But Plays being now
“¢ altogether become venal and a fort of Merchandize, they fay and with reafon,
¢ (g) that the Actors wou’d not purchafe them unlefs they were of that Stamp ; and
< therefore the Poet endeavours to fuit the Humour of the Aétors, who are to pay
¢ him for his Labour. For proof of this, let any Man obferve that infinite number
¢ of Plays compos’d by an exuberant Spanihb Wit (b) fo full of Gaiety and Humour,
<¢ in fuch elegant Verfe and choice Language, fo fententious; and to conclude, in
¢ fuch a majeftick Stile, that his Fame is fpread thro’ the Univerfe: Yet becaufe he
«¢ fuited himfelf to the Fancy of the Actors, many of his Pieces have fal’n fhort of
¢¢ their due Perfection (i), tho’ fome have reach’d it. Others write Plays fo incon-
¢¢ fiderately, that after they have appear’d on the Stage, the Actors have been forc'd
<« to fly and abfcond, for fear of being punifh’d, as it has often happen'd, for having
<« affronted Kings, and difhonour’d whole Families. Thefe, and many other ill Con-
«¢ fequences which I omit, would ceafe by appointing an intelligent and judicious Per-
¢ fon at Court to examine all Plays, before they were aéted, that is, not only thefe
«¢ which are reprefented at Court, but throughout all Spaiz : So that, without his
<t Licence, no Magiftrate fhould fuffer any Play to appear in Publick. Thus Players
<t ywould be careful to fend their Plays to Court, and then might act them with Safe-
< ty, and thofe who write them be more circumfpect, in ftanding in awe of an Exa-
<¢ miner that could judge of their Works. By thefe Means we fhould be furnifh’d
<¢ with good Plays, and the End they are defign’d for would be attain’d, the People
<< diverted, the Spanifb Wits elteem’d, the Actors fecur’d, and the Government fav’d
<¢ the trouble of punifhing them. And if the fame Perfon, or ancther, were intrufted
<« to examine all new Books of Knight-Errantry, there is no doubt but fome might
¢ be publifhi’d with all that Perfection You, Sir, have mention’d, to the increafe of
<« Eloquence in our Language, to the utter Extirpation of the old Books, which
¢ would be borne down by the new ; and for the innocent Paftime, not only of idle
«¢ Perfons, but of thofe who have moft Employment, for the Bow cannot always
¢ fland bent, nor can human Frailty fubfift without fome law{ul Recreation,

72. Can Plat’s Dialogues be more folid, more prudential, or more fatisfaltory ? Were
that Philofopher’s Defires more laudable ; his Intentions better calculated for the general
Good ? Was it poffible for Cervantes’s Cenfure to be more rational, more equitable, more
modeft ? It is couch’d in fuch Terms, that Lopé de Vega was not in the lealt ofiended at
it ; on the contrary, whenever he had occafion to fay any thing of Cervanies, he wrote
with great Eftimation of his Parts and Perfon.

e 2 73. But

(f) Such was Lopé de Vega, for one. (g) Lopé himfelf, in bis New Art, fays fo. (b) The fame Lopé
de Vega, who wrote a Thoufand and Fourjcore Plays, as we are told ‘I/y Jehn Perez de Nontalvan,
(i) Six of Lopé de Vega's Plays were regular and written as they fhor’d be, according to Art;  This
be fays bimfelf, but dees not name *em, for feary perbaps, of a frefb and more rigorous Cenfure,
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3. But the impertinent Continuator of Doxn Quixote, as a Redrefler of literary-
Grievances, wou’d needs take upon him to right the Wrongs, and revenge the Injuries
he fancy’d had been offer’d to Lopé de Vega 5 and fo covering himfelf with the Shield of
Lopes Reputation, he thought therewith to ward off the Blows Cervantes had given
to himfclf, perhaps in fome of the particular Cenfures in the above Difcourfe, or in
the (k) Novel of the Dogs, which may very well be call’d Satira Lucilio-Horatiana,
for, in imitation of Lucilius and Horace, it lathes very feverely, tho® occultly, a great
number of People: Among whom, peradventure, our Arragonian being one, he made
ufe of Slander and Invective inftead of any found or even fuperficial Argument to con-
fute Cervantes’s Cenfure. But Cervantes did not let this vile Treatment of him
g0 unchaftiz’d: And as for his upbraiding Cervantes with old Age, Maimnefs and
() an envious Difpofition, he made this Anfwer:

But there is fomething which I cannot fo filently pafs over : He is pleas’d to upbraid me
with my Age 5 indeed bad it becn in the Power of Man to flop the career of Time, I would
rot bave fuffer’d the old Gentleman to bave laid bis Fingers on me. Tben be reflectingly
tells me of the Lofs of one of my Hands : As if that Maim had been got in a fcandalous or
drunken Quarrel in fome Tavern, and not upon the moft memorable (m) Occafion, that
either paft or prefeut Ages bave bebeld, and which perbaps futurity will never parallel.  If
my Weunds do not redound to my Honour in the Thoughts of fome of thefe that look upon
Yem, they will at leaft fecure me the Efteem of thofe that know bow theywere gotten. A Soldier
makes a robler Figure as be lies bleeding in the Bed of Henour, than fafe in an inglori-
ous Flight 5 and I am fo far from being afbam’d of the L35 of my Hand, that were it poffible
to recal the fame Opportunity, I fbould think my Wounds but a fmall Price for the Glory
of fharing in that prodigious Aion. The Scars in a Soldier’s Face and Breaft, are the Stars
that by a laudable Imitation guide others to the Port of Honour and Glory. Befides, it is
not the Hand, but the Underflanding of a Man, that may be faid to write; and thofe
Zears that be is pleas’d to quarrel with, always improve the latter. He likewife charges
me with being Envious, and as if I was an Ignoramus be gives me a definition of Envys
Lut 1 take Heaven to witnefs, I never was acquainted with any Branch of Envy, beyond 4
facred, generous and ingenuous Emulation, which could never engage me to abufe o Clergy-
man, efpecially if made the more Reverend by a Poft in the Inquifition : And if any other
Perfon (meaning Lopé de Vega) thinks bimfelf affronted, as that Tordefillian Autbor
feems to bint, be is mightily miftaken 5 for I bave a Veneration for bis Parts, admire bis
Works, and bave an awful Refpeit for the continual and laudable Employment in which be
exercifes bis Talents.

4. That Michael de Cervantes Saavedra did not envy Lopé de Vega, is vifible in
the Praifes he beftow’d on him before and after the Difcourfe he made concerning Plays,
wherein by the Mouth of the Canon of Zoledo he cenfured him fo moderately. In the
fixth Book of his Galatea he makes Calligpe herfelf fay,

Experience fhews, that Learning loves as well
With downy Youth, ai bearded dge to dwell :

No

#) Novela de los Perros, a Dialogue between two Doags, Scipio and Braganza, tranfiated
nﬁ,-z ago by the Tranflater of this Life. (!) Prefito Part II. (m) Ba!tle’af Lcéan;o.ﬁme
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No Mortal will contct a Truth fo clear,
The moment that be V £ G A’s name fhall bear.
Afterwards, in his Voyage to Painaffus, he mentions him with greater Efteem :
Lo! Vega from ancther Cloud difinounts 3
Vega, whom Spain ber beft of Writers counts.
Whether in Profe or Verfe 5 be writes fo well,
No one can equal bim, much lefs excel.

And even after the Cenfure of the Arragonian, in the Continuation of the fame Hoftory
of Don Quixote, {peaking of Angelica, he fays, (n) A famous Andalufian Poet (Louis
Barahona de Soto) wept for ber, and celebrated ber TeaRrs in Verfes and another eminent
and choice Poet of Caftile (Lopé de Vega) made ber BE avu T v bis Theme. And in
another Place (o) he makes an honourable Allufion to Lopé de Vega’s Arcadia. The Cen-
fure therefore which Cervantes made of him, did not fpring from Envy, fince he praifed
him as much as could be, nay, without any meafure, but that of his Great and Fxtenfive
Knowledge, fince his Cenfure was perfectly juft and right: Whereas that which the
Tordefillian Continuator made of Cervantes, was the Offspring of downright Detraction.

75. In a different Manner from Fernandez de Avellaneda, did Lopé de Fega fpeak of
Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, when, after his being cenfured, and even after his Cen-
furer’s Death, () he celebrated his Glorious Maim, thus:

* When the renowned Eagle's matcblefs Son,
That Thunderbolt of War,

O'er Afia’s King immortal Laurels won,
In Neptune’s Watry Carr,

Cervantes’ Hand was wounded, but bis Head,
Efcaping Fortune’s Spite,

By bis rich Ferfe turn’d every Ball of Lead
Into a Diamond bright :

A Wit like His gives each refulgent Line

A Brilliancy that will for ever fhine.

76. Cervantes likewife chaftifed the Covetoufne/s of his Detraétor, by defpifing 2nd
defying his Menaces, and recommending the Reader to tell him, (7) that as for kis
Threatning to take the Bread out of my Mouth, I fball only Anfwer bim with a Piece of an
old Song, God profper long our noble King, our Lives and Safeties all and fo Peace
be with you. Long live the Great Condé de L.emos, whofe Humanily, and celebrated Li-
berality fuftain me under the moft fevere Blows of Fortune! And may the eminent Charity
of the Cardinal of Toledo, make an cternal Menument to bis Fame. (1 fancy Cervantes
having met with fome Confolation in the Humanity of that Prelate, made his Detra&or
fay, as I have related before, That be bad taken Refuge in the Church) But Cervantes
goes on: Had I never publif’d a Word, and were as many Books publifh’d againft me,
as there are Letters in M1nGo REVULGO’s Poems; yet the Bounty of thefe two Prin-
ces that bave taken charge of me without any Soliciting Adulation, were fufficient in my
favaur 5 and I think my felf richer and greater in their Efteem than I would of any Profi-

table

(n) Part II. ch. x. (o) Part I1. ch. 58. (p) Lauréi de Apollo Selva 8. * Don John ¢f Auftria

the Emperor Charles Vth’s Natural Son, General of the Holy League againft the Turk. (q) Pref.
s¢ 2d. Part of D. Quixote: ) e
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table Honour that can be purchas’d at the ordinary Rate of Advancement. The indigent
Man may attain their Favour, but the Vicious cannot.  Poverty may partly eclipfe a
Gentlemany but cannot totally obfcure bims and thofe glimmerings of Ingenuity that peep
thro' the Chinks of a narrow Fortune, have already gain’d the Efteem of the truly noble and
generous Spirits,  And now I have done with bim.

77. Poflibly fome will mifs Cervantes’s Anfwer to what his foul-mouth’d Satyrift
advanc’d, of his being fo deftitute of Friends, that if he had a mind to adorn his Books
with commendatory Verfes, he wou'd not be able to find one Perfon of Note in all
Spain, that would not be offended at making ufe of his Name. To which, *tis true,
Cervantes made no Anfwer, becaufe he had as yet nothing toadd to what he had faid by
the Mouth of that Friend of his, introduc’d in his Preface, as Cervantes’s Counfellor,
fatyrifing the Cuftom of the Writers of that Time, with fo much Wit in the following
Manner : (r) The firft Thing you objelt, is your want of commendatory Copies from Perfons of
Figure and Quality ; there is nothing fooncr belp’t 5 *tis but taking a little Pains in wriling
them yourfelf, and clapping whofe Name you pleafe to them, you may Father them upon
Prefter John of the Indies, or on the Emperor of Trapifonde, whom I know to be moft
celebrated Poets: But fuppofe they were noty, and that fome prefuming Pedantic Criticks
wmight fnarl, and deny this notorious Truth 5 why let them, ’tis no matter; and the they
JSheuld conviit you of Forgery, you are in no danger of lofing the Hand with wwhich you wrote
them. There was at that time a ridiculous Cuftom in Spain to pre-ingage the Reader’s
Mind by a Heap of Commendatory Verfes, moft of them coin’d by the Authors them-
felves, as it now-adays happens in many of your Literary Clubs and Aflemblies, who
profefs Criticifm with little Serioufnefs of application, trufting too much to the judg-
ment of other People who are fometimes lgnorant, and oftentimes Prejudiced. Lopé de
Vega condemns this Pratice, when he fays, (s) Apollo, by an Edi&, ordered among
other Things,

That no Encomiums of an Afs

Beneath pretended CENsSuRES pafs
In hopes that under fuch Difguife

The World may credit give to Lies,
‘Which yet none read without a Laugh
But thefe that don’t know Corn from Chaff.

8. Cervantes, by way of fatyrizing fuch People, and at the fame time to gratify his
deflire of Praife, prefixes to his Doz Quixote fome Poetical Compofitions under the
Names, not of Great Lords, (for in the Commonwealth of Learning there are no
Greater Lords, than thofe that have Learning) but of Urganda the Unknown, addres’d
to Don Quixote de la Mancba’s Book : of Amadis de Gaul's Don Belianis of Greece ; Or-
lando Furiofo; the Knight of the Sun ; and of Solifdan to Don Quixote himfelf : of the
Y.ady Oriana to Dulcinea del Tobefo : of Gandalin Amadis de Gaul's Squire, to Sanchs
Panza, Don Quisote’s Squire 5 of the Pleafant Poet Entreverado to Sancho Panza, and
Rozinante ; and laftly a Dialogue between Babieca, and Rozinante intimating by this
that his Book of Don Quixote de la) Mancha was better than all the Books of Knight-Erran:
try put together ; fince Doz Quixote de la Mancha furpafs’d the celebrated Amadis de Gaul,

4 “
(r) Pref.ta tft. Part of D. Quixote. {s) Laurdl de Apollo Selva g,
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a Book, which by common Report, and by what Cervantes fays, (1) was the Fir/t
Book of Knight-Errantry that ever was printed in Spain, and the Model of all the reft
- - ~ - the firft Teacher and Author of fo pernicions a Seity - - - - - rather, fays the other,
I bave been told tis the beft Book that has been written in that Kind.

79. Don Quixote, in like Manner, excelled the renowned Don Belianis of Greece,
JSince He, (cry’d the Curate, fpeaking of Don Belianis as he was fcrutinizing our Knight’s
Library) with bis Second, Third, and Fourth Parts, bad need of a Dafe of Rhubarb 20 purge
bis exceffive Choler: Befides, bis Caftle of Fame fhould be demolif’d, and a Heap of other
Rubbifh remev’d.

80. Nor are the Outrages of Orlando Furiofo to compare with the agreeable Madnef-
fes of Don Quixote de la Mancha, tho' the Style and Expreflion of Arigfte, Author of that
Romance, is indeed pure, grand and fublime, which makes the Curate fay, He did not
like any of the Tranflations of him, nay, he wou’d burn ’em; but if, adds he, I find
him in his own native Tongue, P’ll treat him with all the Refpet imaginable.

81. As for the Knight of the Sun, in whofe name likewife Cervantes made a Commen-
datory Copy of Verfes, the Barber, Mr. Nicholas, wou’d often fay, he out-did all the
other Knights, except perhaps 4madis de Gaul. The faid Romance was intitled : The
Mirror of Princes and Knights, in three Books, containing the Immortal Deeds of the Knight
of the Sun, and bis Brother Roficler, the Sons of the Great Emperor Trebacio, with the
bigh Adventures and moft flupendous Amours of the extremely excellent and fuperabundantly
beautiful Princefs Claridiana, and other High Princes and Knights: By Dicgo Orturnez
Calahorra, of the City of Nagera. Tbis Mirror came out in two Volumes in Folio, con-
taining the firft and fecond Part, at Zaragoza, Anno 1581. Its true Author was Pedro
la Sierra. Afterwards Marco Martinez of Alcals continw’d thofe Fables with this Title :
Tbe Third Part of the Mirror of Princes and Kuights, the Atchievements and great Asicns of
the Children and Grand-children of the Emgercr Trebacio. Printed at Alcala Anno 1589.
And Feliciano de Silva, afterwards, writ the Fourth Part of the Knight of the Sun. Thefe
Titles being known, the Reader will better underftand the Verfes of the Knight of the
Sun to Don Quixote de la Mancha 5 and will likewife be enabled to apply the Criticiim
which the Curate made when the Barber, taking down another Book, cry’d : Here’s the
Mirror of Knighthood. Ob! I bave the bonour to know bim, replyed the Curate, There
you will find the Lord Rinaldo of Montalban, with bis Friends and Companions, all of
them greater Thieves than Cacus; together with the Twelve Peers of France, aud that
Faithful Hiftorian Turpin. Truly I muft needs fay, I am only for condemuing them to per-
petual Banifbment, at leaft becaufe their Story contains femething of the Famous Boiardo’s
Invention 5 out of which the Chriftian Poet Ariofto alfo borrew’d bis Subjell. Cervantes in
(x) another Place makes a great jeft of Feliciano de Silva’s Style.

82. As Don Quixote bore away the Bell from all other Knights-Errant, fo likewifc
did Dulcinea del Tobofo do the fame by the Ladies. And this is fignify’d by the broken
Verfes of Urganda the Unknown, and the Sonnet of Lady Oriana to Duliinea del To-
bofo, both which Ladies take up a great deal of Paper jn the Hiftory of Amadis de Gaul,
Befides, this likewife alludes to the ridiculous Madnefs of writing Verfes as from Wo-
men, with intent that they might be thought Poecteflcs, and that the Authors. were fa-
voured by them. 83. Gandalin’s

(t) Part 1l ch. 6, (x) Partl. ch. 1.
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83. Gandalin’s Verfes to Sancho Panza, declare that never was a Squire born into
the World, equal to Sancho Panza. And the fame Compliment is pafs’d on Rozinante
by the Poct Entreverado’s Verfes, and the Dialogue between Babieca and Rozinante,
Since (x) tho’ bis Hor/es Bones fuck out like the Corners of a Spanith Real, and was a worfe
Fade than Gonela’s, qui tantim pellis et offa fuit, bis Mafler yet thought that neither
Alexander’s Bucephalus, nor the Cid’s Babieca could be compar’d with bim.

84. As for the Arragonian’s refle@ing upon Cervantes’s want of Friends to grace the
beginning of his Book with Commendatory Verfes, Cervantes had no occafion to anfwer
that Objetion ; fince, of the very Thing which the other faid he wanted, Cervantes had
before, as I faid, made fo great a Jeft, not only in his Preface to Don Quixote, but in that
to his Novels likewife. For, fpeaking of that cuftomary Abufe, and of the Friend into
whofe Head he had put that mott difcrete Advice which was prattifed fo dextroufly and hap-
pily by him, after he had defcrib’d himfelf, both inwardly and outwardly, 7. e. both Body
and Mind, he added : And if this Friend cow’d recolleét nothing more to fay of me, I wou'd
myfelf have coin’d two dozen of Teftimonials, and whifpered ’em to bim, in order to fpread
my Name and raife the Reputation of my Wit for, to think fuch Elogiums [peak real
Truth, is downright Folly, for there's no depending upon fuch Charaferifticks either pro or
con. In flurt, fince that Opportunity is paft, and I am left in blanco, and without any
Cutt or Effigie, I muft &'enmake the beft ufe Ican of my Tongue, which tho' naturally flow,
Shall not be fo in [peaking Truth, which may be underftood ev’n by making Signs only. And
then he goes on and gives his own Sentiments of his Novels, WITHOUT sPE A k-
ING BY THE MouTH ofF A Goosk, asthe Proverb before quoted has it.

85. As for this Scandalous Fellow’s faying that Cervantes wrote his Fir# Part of Don
Quixotey in a Prifon, and that That might make it fo dull, and incorre@ : Cervantes
did not think fit to give any Anfwer concerning his being imprifon’d : Perhaps to avoid
giving offence to the Minifters of Juftice; for certainly his Imprifonment muft not have
been Ignominious, fince Cervantes himfelf voluntarily mentions it in his Preface to the
Firft Part of Don Quixote. As for his Negligence and Incorrectneffes, I don’tdeny but
Cervantes had fome, which I have obferv’d ; but fince the Arragonian did not fpecify *em,
there was no reafon Cervantes, by fatisfying Him, fhould let him run away with the Glory
ofa juft and rational Cenfure. And therefore the Confeffion of his own Overfights, or the
Defence of thofe the Criticks of that Age charg’d as fuch, is referv’d for a fitter Oppor-
tunity : and the Cenfure of other Things, which might have been eafily alter’d, is for-
born out of the Refpect that is due to the Memory of fo great a Man.

86. The Thing which Cervantes bore hardeft upon in his Aggreffor, was his Impu-
dence, for fuch it was, and a very great one too, the continuing a Work of pure In-
vention, of another Man’s, and whilethe Author was living too, which makes him fay to
his Reader, If ever you fhould bappen to fall into bis Company, pray tell bim from me that
I bave not the leafp Quarrel in the World with bim : For I am not ignorant of the Tempta-
tions of Satan 5 and of all bis Imps, the feribbling Devil is the moft Irrefifiable. When
that Demon is got into a Man’s Head, be falls to Writing and Publifbing, which gets bim
as much Fame as Money, and as much Money as Fame. But if be won't belicve what you
fay, and you be difpof'd to be Merry, pray tell bim this Story. 'Then Cervantes proceeds

and
(x) Part I. ch. 1.
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and tells a Tale, and then another, with that fatyrical Grace, that norhmor can be
more beautiful.

87. Cervantes being of Opinion that the Arragonian’s Impudence deferv’d greater
Chaftifement ; in order to render him more ridiculous in various Parts of the Body of
the Work he has a Fling at him, and intermingles divers Reproofs of that unpardonable
Continuation, which it is fit fhou’d be here read together that others may not fall into
the like Temptation.

88. In the LIXth Chapter of the Second Part, fuppofing fome Travellers to be’
reading in an Inn the drragoniaw’s Continuation, or Second Part of Don Quixcte, he
introduces one Signor Don Fobn, faying: Dear Don Jeronimo, I befeech you, till Supper’s
brought in, let us read another Chapter of the Second Part of Don Quixote. No fooner
bad Don Quixote beard bimfelf named (he being in the next Room, which was di-
vided from that wherein the Travellers were by a flender Partition) but up the Cham-
pion flarted, and lifen’d with attentive Ears to what was faid of bim, and then beard
that Don Jeronimo anfwer : Why weuld you bave us read Nonfenfe, Signor Don John?
Methinks any one that bas vead the Firft Part of Don Quixote, /hould take but little
Delight in reading the Second. That may be, reply’d Don John ; bewever, it mayn’t be
amifs to read it 5 for theres no Book fo bad, as nat to bave fomething that is goed in it
What difpleafes me moft in this Part, is, that it reprefents Don Quixote 7o longer in love
with Dulcinea del Tobofo. Upon thefe WWords, Don Quixote, burning with duger ard
Indignation, cry'd cut : Whoever fays that Don Quixote de la Mancha bas forgot, or can
forget Dulcinea del Tobofo, I will make bim know with equal Arms, that be deviates
wholly from the Truthy for the Peerlefs Dulcinea del Tobofo, cannot be forgotten, nor
¢an Don Quizote be guilty of Forgetfulnefs. Conflancy is bis Mottos and to prefervs
bis Fidelity with Pleafure, and without the leaft Confiraint, is bis Profeffion. IWho's thas
anfwers us ? cries one of thofe in the next Room. Who fbould it be, quotd Sancho, tut Don
Quixote de la Mancha bis nown felf, the fame that will make good all be kas faid, and
all that be bas to fay, take my Word for it 5 for a good Paymafler neer grudges to give
Security. Sancho bad no fooner made that dnfwer, but in came the two Gentlemen ( for
they appear’d to be no le[s) and one of them throwing bis Arms about Don Quixote’s Neck,
your Prefence, Sir Knight, faid be, does not belye your Reputation, nor can your Reputa-
tion fail to raife a Refpeét for your Prefence. 2ou are certainly the true Don Quixote de
la Mancha, the North-Star, and Luminary of Chivalry-errant in defpite of bim that bas
attempted 1o ufurp your Name, and annibilate your Atchievements, as the sAuthor of this
Book, which 1 bere deliver into your Hand, bas prefum’d to do. With that be took the
Book from bis Friend, and gave it to Don Quixote. The Knight tcok ity and without
aying a Word, began to turn over the Leaves 3 and then returning it a while after 5 In the
litle 1 bave feen, faid be, I bave found three Tbmgs in this Authory that deferve Repre-
benfion.  Firfty I Jind fault with fome Words in bis Preface. In the fecond Place, bis
Language is Arragonian, for fometimes be writes without Articles: Ard the third Tling
1 bave obferv’d, which betrays moft bis Ignorance, is, ke is ous of the way in one of the prir-
cipal Parts of the Hiftory: For (y) bere be fays, that the Wife of my Squire Sancho
Panza, is call’d Mary Gutierrez, which is nct true s for ber Name is Terefa Tanzas

Vor. L. f and

(y) In ch. 8. and many more.



42 Ghe L. d F £ of

and be that errs in fo confiderable a Paffage, may well be fufpeed to bave commiited many
grofs Errors through the whole Hiftory. A gretty impudent Fellew, is this fame Hiftory-
writery ¢ry’'d Sancho! Sure He knows much cwhat belongs to cur Cerncern, 1o call my Wife
Terefa Panza, Mary Gutierrez! Pray take the Beok agein, an't like your Worfbip, and
Jee whether be fays aiiy Thing of me, and fee if be bas not chang’d my Name too.  Sure by
what yeu bave faid, kcueft Man, faid Don Jeronimo, you fbonld be Sancho Panza, Squire
to Signor Don Quixote? I am, queth Sancho, and Iam proud of the Office. Well, faid
sthe Gentlemarn, o tell you Truth, the lafp Aduther decs not treat you fo Civilly as you feens to
deferve. e reprefents yeu as a Glutton, and a Fool, without the leaft grain of Wit or Hu-
mour, and wery different from the Sancho we bave in the firft Part of your Mafter's Hifto-
1y. Heav'n forgive Lim, quoth Sancho ; be might bave left me where I was, without of-
Sfering to meddle with me. Every Man's Nofe won't make a Shoeing-Horn.  Lef’s leave
the World as it is.  St. Peter is very well at Rome. Prefently the two Gentlemen invited
Don Quixote 20 fup with them in their Chamber s for they knew there was nothing to be got
in the Inn fit for bis Entertainment. Don Quixote who was always very complaifant,
(z) could not deny their Requcft, and went with them. So Sancho remain’d Lord and Maf-
ter, with bis Flefb-pot before bimy and placed bimfelf at the upper End of the Table, with
the Inn-keeper for bis Mcfs-mates for be was no lefs a Lover of Cow-beel than the Squire.
Wikile Don Quixote was at Supper with the Gentlemen, Don John ask’d bim, when ke
beard of the Lady Dulcinea del Tobofo? Whether fbe were married 2 Whether fbe bad any
Children, or svere with Clild or no? Or whether, continuing flill in ber Maiden fate, and
preferving ber Honour and Reputation unfain’dy fhe had a grateful Senfe of 1he Love and
Conftancy of Signer Don Quixote? Dulcinea is flill a Virgin, anfwered Don Quixote,
ard my Amerous Thoughts mere fix'd than ever 5 Our Correfpondence after the old Rate not
[frequent, but ber Beauty transferm’d into the bomely appearance of a Female Ruftick.  And
with that he tcld the Gentlemen the whole Story of ber being inchanted, what bad befal’n
Lim in the Gave of Montefincs, and the Means that the Sage Merlin bad preferil’d 1o free
ker from ber Tichantment, which was Sancho’s Penance of three thoufand three bundred
Lafies. The Gentlemen were exiremely pleas’d to bear from Don Quixote’s ewn Mouth the
Strange Paflages of bis Hiftory, equally wondring at the nature of bis Extravagancies, and
bis Eloguent manner of relating them. One Minute they lookt ugon bim to be in his Senfes,
and the next they thought be bad loft them ally fo that they could not refolve what degree 1o
affign bim between Madnefs and found Fudgment. By this time Sancho having eat bis Sup-
per, and left bis Landlord, mov’d 1o the Room where bis Mafter was with the two Stran-
gersy and as be belted in, Hang me, quoth be, Gentlemen, if He that made the Book your
Werflips bave feen, could bave a mind that He and I fbould ever take a loving Cup toge-
ther : Iwifb, as be calls me Greedy-Gut, be does not fet me out for a Drunkard too. Nay,
Jaid Don Jeronimo, be does not ufe you better as to that Point 5 the’ I cannot well remember
bis Expreffions.  Ouly this I know, they are feandalous and falfe, as I perceive by the Phy-
Jiognomy of fober Sancho bere prefent.  Take my Werd for’t, Gentlemen, quoth the Squire,
the Sancho and the Don Quixote in your Beck, I don’t know who they be, but they are not
the fame Men as thofe in Cid Hamet Benengeli’s Hiftory, for we two are they, juft Juch as
Benengeli makes us; my Mafter Valiant, Difrete, and in loves and I a plain, merry-

canceifed
(z) The Arragonian does not deferibe him Jo.
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conceited Fellow, but neither a Glutton, nor a Drunkard. I believe you, faid Don John,
and 1 could wifh, were fuch a Thing poffible, that all other Writers whatfoever were fors
bidden to record the Deeds of the great Don Quixote, except Cid Hamet, kis firft Author 5
(@) as Alexander did forbid all other Painters to draw bis Pifture, except Apelles. Let
any one draw mine, if be pleafes, faid Don Quixote s but let bim not abufe the Original ;
Sfor when Patience is loaded with Injuries, many Times it finks under its Burden (b). No
Injury, reply’d Don John, can be offer’d to Signor Don Quixote but what be is able to
revenge, or at leaft ward off with the Shield of bis Patience, which, in my opinion, is Great
and Strong.  In fuch Difcourfe they [pent a good part of the Night 3 and tho Don John
endeavonred to perfuade Don Quixote o read more of the Book, to fee bow the Author bad
bandled bis Subjesi, be could by no Means prevail with bim, the Knight givirg kim to un-
derfland, ke bad enough of it, and as much as if be bad read it throughout, concluding it
to be all of a Piece, and nonfenfe all cver 5 and that be would not encourage the Scribbler’s
Fanity fo far as to let bim think that be bad read it, fhould it ever come to bis Ecrs that the
Book bad fal'n into bis Hands 5 well knowing we ought to avoid defiling our Imagination,
and with the niceft Care, our Eyes with vile and obfcene Matters (c). 1key askt bim, wbhich
Way ke was travelling ? He told them be was going for Saragofa, to make one at the Tur-
naments beld in that City once @ Year, for the Prize of Armour. Don John acquainted
bim, that the pretended Second Part of bis Hiftory gave an Account (d) bow Don Quixote,
wheever be was, bad been at Saragofa at a publick Runnirg at the Ring, the Defcription
of which was wretched, ard defeitive in the Contrivance, mean and low in the Style ard
Expreflion, miferably poor in Devicesy, pooreft of all in. Learning, but rich in Iolly and
Nonfenfe.  For that Reafon, faid Don Quixote, I will not fet a Foot in Saragofa, and fo
the World fhall fee what a notorious Lye this new Hiftorian is guilty of, and all Mankind
Jhall perceive I am not the Don Quixote be fpeaks of. You will do wvery well, faid Don
Jeronimo ; befides, there is another Turnament at Barcelona, where you may fignalize your
Valour. I defign to do fo, reply'd Don Quixote ; and fo Gentlemen, give me liave to bid
you good Night, and permit me to go to Bed, (for’tis Time ) and pray place me in the rum-
ber of your beft Friends, and moft Faithful Servaints: and Me 150, quoth Sancho, for may-
bap you may find me good for fomething. Having taken leave cf one anotler, Don Quix-
ote and Sancho retired to their Chamber, leaving the twwo Strangers in admiration, to think
what a Medly the Knight had made of good Serfe and Extravagance; but fully faisfied
bowever, that thefe two Perfons were the true Don Quixote and Sancho, and nct thefe
obtruded upon the Publick by the Arragonian Author. Admirable Criticifm! One of the
Precepts of Fable is to follow common Fame, or to devife Things {o as to hang toge-
ther. Cervantes had figur'd Don Quixote, as a Knight-Errant, Valiant, Difcrete, and
Amorous; and this was his well-known Character when the fo call'd Fernandez de dvel.
laneda took upon him to carry on his Hiltory ; whereas He defcribes Den Quixote, as
a Coward, an Ideot, and not Enamour’d. Doz Quixete’s Lady, as the Dutcheis faid,
was a fancy'd Perfen (¢), a Lady merely Noticnal, (in fhort a Madman’s Lady) wlom

Don Quixote bad engender’d and brought forth by the Streugth and Heat of bis Fancy, }zmd
f2 there

(a) See Part I. ch. 9. of Don Quixote.  (b) A tacit threatning again/? the Arragonian writer.
(¢) Such as the Arragonian’s Book abounds with in many of the Clapiers. (d) In the 111 ch,

(¢) Part Ii. ¢h, 3.
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Lhere erdews’d with all the Charms ard gocd Qualifications, which ke was pleas’d to atribe
10 bery - - - - beautiful witheut Blemifb, rofer’d awitbent Pride, amorous with Modefly,
agreeable for ber courteous Temper, and courtecits, as an Effedl of ber gererous Education
and, in fbort, of anillufirions Parcitage. Feriandez de'Avellaneda paints her in a quite
different Manner. ~ Cervartes reprefented Sancho Panza as a plain, fimple, merry-con-
ceited Fellow, but neither a Gormandizer nor a Brunkard: Fernandez de Avellaneda,
fimple indeed, but a Fellow of no humour, rather a mere Greedy-gut and an arrant Sot:
and therein, neither follows common report, nor invents his Tale with Uniformity.
Well therefore might Altifidora fay, fpeaking of a Vifion the had (for Women are apt
to have Vifions,) (f) That fhe faw certain Devils playing at Tennis with flaming Rac-
kets, inftead of Tennis-balls making ufe of Books ftuf’d with Wind and Flocks, and
fo flightly made that the Ball wou’d not bear a fecond Blow, but at every Stroke they
were oblig'd to change Books, fome of ’m New, fome Old, which fhe thought very
Strange : They tof’d 1up a new Book fairly bound, and gave it fuch a fmart Stroke, that
the very Guts flewv out of ity and all the Leaves were featter’d about. Then cry'd one of
the Devils to another, look, look, what Book is that 2 *Tis the fecond Part of the biffory of
Don Quixote, fzid the other, not that which was compos’d by Cid Hamet, the Author of
the Firjt, but by a certain Arragonian, who profeffes bimfelf a Native of Tordefillas. Away
with ity cry’d the fir} Devil, down with it, plunge it to the loweft Pit of Hell, wbhere I
may never fee itmere.. Why is it fuch Stuff faid the other 2 Such intolerable fuff, cry'd
the firfp Devily that if I and all the Devils in Hell fbou’d fet our Heads together to make it
worfe, it were pafi our Skill. To which a little afterwards Don Quixote reply’d : That very
Hiflory is tofs°d about juft at the fame Rate, never refling in a Place, for every Body bas a Kick
at it. From which Words we may infer, that as{oon as it was publifh’d, it began to be
defpis’d. And as Cervantes feigns that the Devils play’d at Tennis with flaming Rackets ;
fome, from thence have taken occafion, and juftly as they thought, to advance an affer-
tion, (g) that the Friends of Cervantes burn’d the Books of the paultry Continuator :
which is a gratis Distum ; for Cervantes had no Friends that wou’d favour him, fo
much at their own Expence.

89. Whatever may have been the Cafe in that refpe&, *twill not be amifs to hear
Sancho and Don Quixoie’s Thoughts of that Book : (b) Pl lay you a Wager, quoth
Sancho, that before we be much older, there will not be an Inn, a Hedge-Tavern, a
blind Viftualling-Houfe, nor a Barber’s-Sbop in the Country, but what will bave the Story
of our Lives and Deeds pafied and painted along the Walls. But I cow’d wifh with all my
Heart though, that they may be done by a beiter Hand than the bungling Son of a Whore
that drew thefe. Thou art in the Right, Sancho, f2id Don Quixote s for the Fellow that
did thefe, puts me in mind of Orbaneja, a Painter of Uveda, who, as be fat at Work, being
ask’d what be was about 2 Made anfwer, any thing that comes uppermoft : And if be
¢banc’d to draw a Cock, be underwrit, This isa Cock, left People fbould take it for a Fox.
Fuft fuch a one was be that painted, or that wrote (for they are much the fame) the Hiftory
¢f this new Don Quixote, that bas lately peep’d out, and ventur’d to go a Srolling for
bis Painting or Writing is all at random, and any thing that comes uppermoff, I fancy

be’s

(f) Part IL. ch. 70. (g) Sece the Preface of tke re-immpreffion of the felf-calld Fernandez de Avel-
laneda. (b) PartIl. ch. 71.
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ke's alfo not much unlike one Mauleon, a certain Pcety, who was at Court Jome Years
ago, aid tretended to give anfwer extempore to any manrer of Queftiens. Some B:dy
askd bim what was the meaning of Deumn de Deo? JWhereupon the Gemtleman anfwer'd
very pertly in Spanifh, Dz donde de diere, that is, Hab nab at a Venture,

go. The fame Don Qyixote, difcourfing on another Occafion with Dun Alvaro Tarfe

(who in the Arragonian’s Hiftory fills a great many Pages) holds tliis Dialogue with
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m: (i) * Pray, Sir, faid Don Quixote o Scfior Don Alvaro, be pleas’d to tell me
one Thing; Am I any thing like that Don Quixote of yours? The fartheft from it
in the World, Sir, reply’d the other, And had he, faid our Knight, one Sanchs
Panza for his Squire ? Yes, faid Dox Alvaro, but I was the moft deceiv’d in him
that cou’d be ; for by common Report that fame Squire was a comical, witty Fel-
low, but I found him a very great Blockhead. I thought no lefs, quoth Sanche,
for every Man is not capable of faying comical Things ; and that Sancho you talk
of muft be fome paultry Raggamuffin, fome guttling Mumper, or pilfering Crack-
rope, I warrant him. For ’tis I am the true Sancho Panza 'y *tis I am the merry-
conceited Squire, that have always a Tinker’s Budget full of Wit and Waggery,
that will make Gravity grin in fpite of its Teeth. If you won’t believe me, do
but try me; keep my Company but for a Twelvemonth, or fo, youw'll find what
a fhower of Jokes and notable; things drop from) me every Foot. Adad! I fet
every Body a laughing, many times, and yet I with I may be hang’d, if I defign’d
it in the leaft. And then for the true Don Quixote de la Manchba, here you have
him before you. The ftanch, the famous, the valiant, the wife, the loving Dox
Quixote de la Mancha, the Righter of Wrongs, the Punifker of Wickednefs, the
Father to the Fatherlefs, the Bully-rock of Widows, the Maintainer of Damfels and
Maidens ; he whofe only Dear and Sweet-heart is the Peerlefs Dulcinea del Tobofo 5
here he is, and here am I his Squire. All other Don Quixote’s and all Sancho
Panza’s befides us two, ‘are but Shams, and Tales of a Tub. Now by the Sword
of St. Sago, honeft Friend, faid Don Alvaro, 1 believe as much ; for the little thou
haft utter’d now, has more of Humour than all I ever heard come from the other.
The Blockhead feem’d to carry all his Brains in his Guts, there’s nothing a Jeft with
him but filling his Belly, and the Rogue’s too heavy to be diverting. For my
part, 1 believe the Inchanters that perfecute the good Don Quixote, have fent the
bad one to perfecute me too. I can’t tell what to make of this Matter, for, though
I can take my Qath, 1 left one Dox Quixote under the Surgeon’s Hands at the Nun-
cio’s in Toledo, (k) yet here ftarts up another Don Quixote quite different from mine.
For my part, faid our Knight, I dare not avow my felf the Good, but I may ven-
ture to fay, I am not the Bad one 5 and as a Proof of it, Sir, be affur’d, that in
the whole Courfe of my Life, I never faw the City of Saragofa ; and fo far from i,
that hearing this Ufurper of my Name had appear’d therc at the Turnament, I
declin’d coming near it, being refolv’d to convince the World that he was an Im-
poftor. I directed my Courfe to Barcelona, the Sear of Urbanity, the Santtuary of
Strangers, the Refuge of the diftrefled, the Mother of Men of Valour, the Redref-
fer of the injur'd, the Refidence of true Friendfhip, and the firft City of the World

¢ for
(i) Part 1I. ch. 73, (%) See Avellaneda’s Continuation, ch. 36.
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¢ for Beauty and Sitvation. And though fome Accidents that befel me there, are fo
¢ far from being grateful to my Thoughts, that they are a fenfible Mortification tome ;
¢ yet in my Refle®ion, of having feen that City, 1 find Pleafure enough to alleviate
¢ my Misfortune : In fhort, Don Alvaro, 1 am that Don Quixote de la Mancha, whom
¢¢ Fame has celebrated, and not the pitiful Wretch who has ufurp’d my Name, and
« wou'd arrogatc to himfelf the Honour of my Defign. Sir, you are a Gentleman,
and I hope will not deny me the Favour to depofe before the Magiftrate of this
¢¢ Place, that you never faw me in 2ll your Life till this Day, and that I am not
¢« the Don Quixote mention’d in the (/) Second Part; nor was this Sanche Panza my
¢« Squire, the Perfon you knew formerly. With all my Heart, faid Do Alvaro, tho®
¢« ] muft own my felf not a little confounded to find at the fame time, two Dos
¢ Quixotes, and two Sancbo Panza’s, as different in Behaviour as they are alike in
¢« Appellation : For my part, I don’t know what to think of it ; and fo I again fay and
¢« affirm, that | havefeen what 1 have not feen, and that That has befal’n me which has
¢ notbefal'lnme . . . .. Here the Mayor, or Bailiff of the Town happening to come
¢ into the Inn, with a Publick Notary, Don Quixote delir'd him to take the Depofi-
tion which Don Alvaro Tarfe was ready to give, where he certify’d and declard,
That the faid Deponent had not any Know ledge of the DonQuixote there prefent, and
that the faid Don Quixote was not the fame Perfon that he this Deponent had feen mentio-
¢ ned in acertain printed Hiftory, intituled, or called, THESacoxp PART of Doy
¢ QuixoTE DE LA MANCHA, written by AVELLANEDA, a Native of Tordefiilas.
¢ In fhort, the Magiftrate drew up and ingrofs’d the Affigavit in due Form, and the
¢¢ Teftimonial wanted nothing to make it anfwer all the Intentions of Don Quixote
¢¢ and Sancho, who were as much pleas’d as if it had been a Matter of the laft Con-
¢¢ fequence, and that their Words and Bechaviour had not been cnough to make the
¢ DiftinCton bstween the two Don Quixote’s and the two Sanchs’s, The Complimenzs
¢¢ and Offers of Service that pafs’d after, between Don Avaro and Don Buixote, were
 many, and our Knight of La Mancha behav’d himfelf with fo much Difcretion, that
¢ Don Alvaro was convinc’d he was miftaken ; tho’ he thought there was fome In-
«¢ chantment in the Cafe, fince he had thus met with two Knights and two Squires of
¢¢ the fame Name and Profeflion, and yet fo very different.

g1. Laftly; the fame Don Quixote de la Mancha, or rather, Alonso Quixano the
Good, being now reftor’d to his right Senfes and perfe& Judgment, in one of the
Claufes of his Will, directs as follows : (m) Item, I entreat my faid Executors (the Curate
Pero Perex, and Mr. Sampfon Carrafio the Bachelor, who were prefent) that if at anmy
time they bave the Good-furtune to meet with the fuppos’d Author of the Second Part ¢f the
Atchievements ¢f Don Quixote de la Mancha, they wou’d [from me moft beartily beg his
Pardon for my being undefignedly the Qccafon of bis writing fuch a Parcel of Impertinences
as is contain'd in that Book, for it is the greateft Burden to my departing Soul, that ever T
awas the Caufe of making fuch a Thing publick.

g2. Very much in the right, therefore, was Cervantes, and great reafon had he,
when he faid that the Glory of continuing with Felicity the Hiftory of Don Quixote ds
la Mancba, was referv'd for his Pen alone. And left this fhou'd found like Boafting,

he
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(1) He m:ans Avellaneda’s Continuation, (m) Part Il. at the End.
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he put the following judicious Speech in the Mouth of Cid Hamet Berengeli, addref-
fing himfelf to his Pen. Here fays Cervantes, (n) ¢ The fagacious Cid Hamet fpoke
¢ to his Pen: ‘O Thou my flender Pen, thoun, of whofe Knib, whether well or ill
¢ cut, I dare not fpeak my Thoughts! fufpended by this Wire, remain upon this
*¢ Rack, where T depofite thee. ‘There may’ft thou claim a Being many Ages, un-
“ lefs prefumptuous Scribblers take thee down to profane thee. But €er they lay
their heavy Hands on thee, bid them beware, and, as well as thou canft, in their
¢ own Stile, tell 'em,
(o) ¢ Avaunt, ye Scoundrels, all and fome!
¢ Pm kept for no fuch thing.
< Defile not me 5 but bang yourfelves ;
“ And fo God fave the King,

<¢ For me alone was the great Don Quixote born, and I alone for him. Deeds were
¢¢ his Task ; and to record ’em, mine: We two, like Tallies for each other ftruck,
¢ are nothing when apart. In vain the fpurious Scribe of Tordefillas dar’d with his
¢ blunt and bungling Oftridge-Quill invade the Deeds of my moft valorous Knight :
¢ The great Attempt derides his feeble Skill, while he betrays a Senfe benumni’d
¢ and frozen. And thou, Reader, (p) if ever thou canft find him out in his Obfcy-
¢ rity, I befeech thee advife him likewife to let the wearied, mouldring Bones of
¢ Don Quixote, reft quiet in the Earth that covers them. Let him not expofe 'em
* in (¢) Old Caftile, againft the Sanctions of Death, impioufly raking him out of
¢ the Grave where he really lies firetch’d out beyond a Poflibility of making a third
¢ A& and taking a new Ramble round the World. The two Sallies that he has
« made already (#) (which are the Subjeét of thefe two Volumes, and have met with
¢ fuch univerfal Applaufe in this and other Kingdoms) are fufficient to ridicule the
¢¢ pretended Adventures of other Knights-Errant. Thus advifing him for the beit,
¢ thou fhalt difcharge the Duty of a Chriitian, and do gcod to him that wifhes thee
« evil. As for me, (5) I muft efteem myfelf happy and gain my End in rendring
¢ thofe fabulous, nonfenfical Stories of Kaight-Errantry, the Objeé&t of the publick
¢ Averfion.  They are already going down, and I do not doubt but they wil] drop
¢ and fall together in good earneft, never to rife again: Adieu.

And indeed, affoon as the Firft Part of Don Quixote came out, this Knight-Errant
began to put down all the reft, and made them hide their Heads; and after the Se-
cond Part was publith’d, Auno 1615, the Applaufe which this Work gain’d was fo

reat and extenfive that very few Works have obtain’d in the World fo great, fo uni-
verfal and fo lafting an Approbation. For there are Books which are efteem’d for no
other reafon but becaufe their Stile is a Text for the dead L anguages; cthers which
are become famous thro’ fome Circumftances of the Time they were writ in, w hich
being paft and gone their Applaufe is ceas’d too; others will always be valu’d on ac-
count

~

(n) PartII. at tte End. (o) Tate, tate, folloncicos, &c. Thefe Werds are in an oJd Remance
which I have forgot the name of. (p) A fign haw ebfcure the Tordelillian Author was. (q) The Sy
Centinuator in bis laft Chapter hints as if he defign’d to write feme of Don Quixote’s Rambles in Old
Caftile. (r) Had that of the Second Part been reckon’d in, theve woi'd be three Sallies of Den
Quixote, but Cervantes fpeaks upon a Suppofition that only the Firj? Part was publifp’d, (s) This is
Michael de Cervantes Saavedra.



48 Tie* RESL FIE of

count of the Weight and Importance of the Subject they treat of. Whereas thofe of
Cervantes, tho® written on a ridiculous Subjet, and tho’ the Spani/b Dominion is not
fo extenfive as it was then, and tho® written in a living Language which is confin’d
to certain Bounds ; yet they live, and triumph in fpite of Oblivion: And are at this
Day as neceffary in the World, as when they firft came out; for after France had,
thro’ the happy Protection of Louis XIV. arriv’d to the height of Learning, it be-
gan to decline, and for want of a Sirmond, a Boffuet, a Huet, and fuch like learned
Men of immortal Memory, who foon after went off the Stage, a Spirit of Novellizing
began to prevail ; and a Fondnefs for Fables has taken fuch root that their Literary
Fournals arc ftuff’d with ’em, and hardly any other fort of Books come to us from
France. 'The Mifchief, formerly caus’d by fuch Fables, was fo great, that it might
be faid to be univerfal. 'Which made that moft intelligent Cenfor of the Republick of
Letters Ludovicus Vives, fo grievoufly deplore the corrupt Manners of the T'imes he liv’d
in: (f) What a way of living is this, {aid he, What Times are we fai’n into, that nothing
but Ribaldry will pafs for gocd Poetry, and obfcene Ballads for fine Sonnets 2 It is bigh
time the Magiftrates took cognizance of thisEvil, and that fome Provifion were made againft it
by Law, as alfo againft fuch peflilential Books in Spain, as Amadis, Efplandian, Florifando,
‘Tirante, Triftran : Whofe Extravagancies know no Bounds: Each Day preduces more and
more of em 5 fuch as Celeftina the Bawd, the Mother of all Wickednefs, and Sink of all
Leudnefs. In France, Lancelot of the Lake, Paris and Vienna, Puntho and Sidonia,
Peter of Provence and Magalona, Melifendra, tbe inexorable Matron. Here in Flanders
(Vives wrote this at Bruges, where he liv’d Anno 1523.) Florian and Blanca-Flor,
Leonela and Canamor, Curias azd Floreta, Pyramus and ‘Thisbe. Some there are tranf-
lated out of Latin into the vulgar Tongues, as Voggius’s Book of Stories which fails both in
point of Moedefty and Religion, (u) Euryalus and Lucretia, Bocace’s bundred Novels. Ail
which Books were written by Men tbat liv’d an idle Life, or were ill employ'd, of no Ex-
perience, or Abilities, given up to Vice, and all manner of Filtbinefs. In which I am
amaz'd People fbow’d find any thing to delight "em. But we are naturally perverfe and
grone to Evil. A powerful and moft effectual Remedy therefore was thac which the
moft ingenious Cervantes apply’d, fince it purg'd the Minds of all Europe, and cur’d
them of that inveterate radicated Fondnefs they had for thofe contagious Books. Again
therefore let Don Quixote de la Mancba appear, and let one Madman undeceive many
voluntary Madmen: Let one Man of Senfe, like Cervantes, divert and reclaim fo
many idle and melancholick Perfons, with the pleafing and entertaining Produ@s of
his artful and ingenious Pen, I mean his Books of Don Quixote, of which there has
been a long difpute which of the two Parts is beft : That which contains the firft and
fecond Sally of our Champion ; or the third ?

93. Far from taking upon me to decide fo nice a Queftion, 1 fhall let Cervantes do
it himfelf, who having heard the Judgment which fome had anticipately made, intro-
duced the following Converfation between Don Quixote, the Bachelor Sampfon Car-
rafco,and Sancko Panza. Perbaps, (x) faid Don Quixote, the Author (that is, Cid Hamet
Benengeli)

(t) De Curiftiand Feminl, Lib. I. cap. Qui non legendi Scriptores, gui legerdi. (x) A N
wel by MEneas Sylvius, befire be was Pope, and when be was but a fimple l’rie/ig: aﬁ:;‘wafd.s) r:tra:
ged in bis Epift. 395. (x) PartIl, ch. 4. il
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Benengeli) promifes A Secoxp Part ? He does fo, faid Carrafco: But be fays, (3) be
cannot find ity neither can be difcover who has it : So that we doubt whether it will come
out or no 5 as well for this reafon, as becaufe fome Prople [ay that Second Parts are never
worth any thing 5 others cry, there’s enough of Don Quixote already : However, many of
thofe that love Mirth better than Melancholy, cry out, Give us more Quixotery ; let but
Don Quixote appear, and Sancho talk, be it what it will, we are fatisfy’d. And bow
ftands the Author affeéted ? Said the Knight. Truly, anfwerd Carrafco, as foon as ever
ke can find out the Hiftory, which be is now looking for with all imaginable Induftry, ke
is refolv’d to fend it immediately to the Prefsy tho more for bis own Profit than thro any
Ambition of applaufe. What, quoth Sancho, does be defign to do it to get a Penny by it 2
Nay, then we are like to bave a rare Hiftory indeed 5 we fhall bave bim botch and whip it
up, like your Taylors on Eafler-Eve, and give us a buddle of Flim-flams that will never
bang together 5 for your ba/iy Work can nzver be done as it fbould be. Let Mr. Moor
take care bow be goes to Work s for, my Life for bis, I and my Mafler wiil flock bim
with fuch a beap of Stuff in matter of Adventures and odd Chances, that be will bave
enough not only to write a Seconp PawrT, but an Hundred. The poor Fellow, be-
like, thinks we do nothing but fleep on a Hay-Mow 5 but let us once put Foot into the Stir-
vop, and be’l fee what we are about: This at leafp Il be bold to fay, that if my Mafter
would be rul’d by me, we bad been in the Field by this Time, undoing of Mifdeeds, and
righting of Wrongs, as good Knights-Errant_us'd to do. In which Colloquy Cervantes
gives us to underftand that he had pregnancy of Fancy enough to furnifh out not only one,
but a hundred Don Quixote’s. The invention of the Second Part is no lefs agreeable than
that of the firft ; and the Inftrution is much greater. Befides, in the principal Narration
he has not intermixt any Novel totally foreign to his Subjeét; (a thing very much
againft the Art of Fable-writing;) but he dextroufly grafts in many Epifodes very co-
herent with the main Defign of the Story, which requires great Ingenuity and a fingular
Ability. Let us once more hear Cervantes himfelf. (z) We bave it from the traditional
Account of this Hiftory, that there is a manifeft Difference between the Tranflation and the
Arabick in the beginning of this Chapter 3 Cid Hamet baving taken an Occafion of criti-
cifing on bimfelf for undertaking fo dry and limited @ Subjeft, which muft confine bim to the
bare Hiftory of Don Quixote and Sanchio, and debar bim the Liberty of lanching into
“Epifodes and Digreffions that might be of more Weight and Entertainment. To bave bis
Fancy, bis Hand and Pen bound up to a fingle Defign, and bis Sentiments confin’d to the
Mouths of for few Perfonsy, be urg'd as an infupportable Toil, and of finall Credit to the
Unidertaker, fo'that, to avoid this Inconveniency, be bas introduc’d into Tue FirRsT .
ParT, fome Novels, as Tue Curious IMPERTINENT, and that ¢f the
Carrive, which were in a manner diftin from the Defign, tho the reft of the
Stories which' be brought in there, fall naturally enough in with Don Quixote’s Affuirs,
and feen: of Neceffity to claim a Place in the Work. It was bis Opinion likewife, as be
bas told us, that the Adventures of Don Quixote, reguiring fo great a fhare of the Rea-
der’s Aitention, bis Novels muft expet? but an indifferent Recepticn, cr, at moft, bit a
curfory View, not [ufficient to difccver tbeir artificial Contexture, which muft bave been wery
obvious bad they been publifl’d by themfelves, withcut the Interludes of Don Quixote’s

Vou. L. o NMadnefs,

(y) Sec Part I. at the cnd. (=) Part LI ch. 44.
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Madnefs, or Sancho’s Impertinence. He bas therefore in THe Seconp Pare
&voided all dijtin&? and Independent Novels, iniroducing only fome Epifodes which may bave
the appearance of (a) being fo, yet flow naturally from the Defign of the Story, and thefe
bus feldem, and with as much Brevity as they can be expre/’d. Therefore fince be bas ty'd
bimfelf up to fuch narrew Bounds, and confin’d bis Underflanding and Parts, ctherswife ca-
pable of the moft copious Subjelt, to the pure Matter of this prefent Underiaking, be begs it
may add a value to bis Work 5 and that be may be commendedy not fo much for what be
bas writ, as for what be bas forborn to write. Such therefore as fay that Cervantes in
his*Second Part has not equall’d himfelf, wou’d do well to confider whether their Opi-
nion does not arife either from the Tradition of thofe who are fo enamour’d of the
Firf Part, as to think ic incapable of a Second ; or elfc from their want of Sagacity
which makes ’em regret in this latter the mifs of thofe very things which Cervantes
himfelf confeft were, in the former, either Defets of Art or Liberties of the Artift in
order to give his own Fancy an Airing and divert that of the Reader.

94. Amidft fo many and fuch juft Commendations both on account of Cervantes's
admirable Invention, prudent Difpofition and fingular Eloquence ; as a Writer is but
one, and his Readers many, and an Author’s Thoughts being taken up in inventing,
he fometimes is carry’d away by the Vivacity of his Fancy : And this being over-
fruitful, the very multitude of Circumftances does it felf often occafion them to difa-
gree with each other, and not co-incide exactly with the Time and Place wherein they
are feign’d to be tranfacted; it is not much to be wonder’d at if Michael de Cervantes
is fometimes found tardy in point of Probability and Chronology: In which he is not
alone, but has Companions enow, ev’n as many as have hitherto publifh’d any Works -
of a diffufive Invention ; for in all fuch there are the like Overfights to be met with.
Of this Cervantes himfelf was very fenfible, for having been cenfurd for fome things
he had written in his F1rsT P A R T, he own’d his Negligences in the Tkird and
Fourth Chapters of his SEcoND ParT, where he retracted many of his Errors
with the fame Franknefs with which he confeft them, and endeavour’d to varnifh over
others with fuch ingenious Excufes as make his very Apology a new and glorious
fort of Confeflion. In fhort, his Genius was of fo noble and generous a kind, that
were he now alive, and new Cenfures were paft upon him, had they been juft and
well grounded, he would certainly have thought himfelf beholden to the Authors of
them.

95. Notwithftanding I am one of Cervantes’s greateft Admirers, nay the rather be-
caufe | am fo, 1 will be bold to fay that in fome Inftances he has exceeded the limits
of Probability, and even touch’d the Borders of a manifeft Falfity. For in the fa-
mous Combat between him and the Biftayan, fuppofing that Don Quixote fet upon
him with a full Refolution to kill him, it is by no means likely that the Bifayan who
muft have his Left hand ingag’d in the Reins of the Mule, fhou’d have time not only
to draw his Sword with Lis Right, but to fnatch a Cuthion out of the Coach to ferve
him inftead of a Shield, fince thofe who were in the Coach muft naturally be fup-
pos’d to be fitting upon it, and if they were not, flill *tis difficult to conccive how
the Bifcayan cou’d take the Cuthion fo expeditioufly, confidering with what F ury Don
Quixote rufht upon him. 96. Nei-

(a) That is, which may lesk like Novels, as in truth they are,
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96. Neither does it feem to me a whit more likely that Camilla, in the Nevel of
the Curious Impertinent, fhou’d talk to her felf fo much and fo loud as to be heard by
Anfelmo, who was conceal’d in the Wardrobe during that long Soliloquy. For tho' Dra-
matic Writers introduce Soliloquies into their Plays, it is done with an intent that the
Speitators may be made acquainted with the fecret Thoughts of the Perfons reprefent-
ed in the Play, and not that the Actors or Perfons introduc’d on the Stage fhou’d hear
fuch Speeches, efpecially fuch prolix ones.

g7. The Difcourfe of Sancho Panza to his Mafter Don Quixcte, related in Chap. VI11.
of the Second Part, certainly exceeds the Capacity of fo fimple and illiterate a Fellow.
I will not charge Cervantes with the unlikelinefs of the following Affertion of his:
(&) This Gines de Paflamonte, whom Don Quixote call’d Ginefillo de Parapilla, was the
very Man that fiole Sancho’s Afs; the manner of which Robbery, and the time when it
was committed, being not inferted in the Firflt Part, bas been the reafon that fome Peogle
bave laid that, which was caus’d by the Printer’s neglef?, to the Inadveriency of the Au-
thor. But ’tis beyond all Queftion, that Gines flole the Afs while Sancho [flept cn bis
Back, making ufe of the fame Trick and Artifice which Brunello pralis'd when be carry’d
off Sacripante’s Horfe from under bis Legs, at the Sicge of Albraca ; but afterwards San-
cho recover’d bis A5 again, as bath been related. 1 fay I will not lay it at Cervantes’s
door that this Invention feems rather poffible than probable ; becaufe it is obvious Cer-
vantes’s aim in this was only to reprove fuch Authors who are wont to charge their
own Errors on the Negligence of the Printers, without confidering that the Errors of
the Prefs for the moft part confilt only in a few Literals or Verbals and fometimes
perhaps in omitting fome fmall Period. As for the manner how and the time when
Ginefillo ftole the Afs ; it feems to me, if I don’t very much miftake in my judgment
of Cervantes’s way of Thinking, his fole End was to ridicule the Fancy of ftealing
Sacripante’s Horfe in that manner.

98. But I am at a lofs to excufe the fuppofing it poffible, that in a Town of Ar-
ragon, of above a thoufand Inhabitants, a Mock-Government, as Sancbs’s was, fhou’d
continue fo long as eight or ten Days. Whether this is likely, let the Arragonians fay.
What I am certain of, is this, that there being in Arragon no Cavern half a League
long, it is contrary to all Truth to fay Sancho Panza went thro’ it {o far, till he ftopt
at a Place where Don Quixote from above heard his Lamentations.

99. As little do I know how to excufe Cerwvantes’s Saying (c) Fame and Traditi-
on had preferv’d in the Memoirs of La Mancha that Don Quixoete after his third Sally
went to Saragofa, where he was prefent at certain famous Turnaments and met there
with Occafions worthy the Exercife of his Valour and good Senfe ; and afterwards
the fame Cervantes comes and fays in his Seéond Part that Don Quixote declared he
wou’d not fet his Foot in Saragofa, in order to make the modern Hiftorian (Avel-
laneda) a Lyar, fince had he made him go to the Turnaments of Sarage/a, he had only
follow’d common Fame,

100. Another Overfight of Cervantes is his calling Sancbo’s Wife by the Name of
Foan Gutierrez or Joan Panza, which is the fame thing, for in La Mancha, tho’ not
in other Parts of Spain, the Wives go by their Husbands Surnames, and yet he finds

g 2 faule

(5) Part 11, ch. 27. (c) At the_end of Part I,
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fault with the Arragonian Continuator for calling her by the Name of Guiierrez, tho’
he himfelf likewife thro’ his whole Second Part calls her Terefa Panza. S

101. Befides, whoever wou'd take the pains to form a Diary of Don Quixote’s Sal-
lies, will find Cervantes’s Account pretty erroneous, and not conformable to the Ac--
cidents and Adventures related.

102. In one thing Cervantes ought to be treated with fome Rigour, and that is in the
Anachronifins or Retroceflions of time ; for having himfIf fo juftly refleéted upon his
Cotemporary Play-wrights in this particular, fuch Defects ought to be cenfured in
him. 1 fhall point out fome of them.

103. But for the better Underftanding what I'm going to fay, it is neceflary to pre-
mife, that it hath been the Cuftom of many who have publith’d Books of Knight-Erran-
try, in order to gain them Credit to fay that they were found In fuch a certain place,
written in very ancient Characters difficult to read. Thus Gard-Ordsjiez de Montalvo,
Regidor of Medina del Campo, after he had faid, he had corrected the three Books of
Amadis which thro’ the Fault of bad Writers or Compofers were very much corrupt-
ed and full of Errors, immediately added, that he had publifh’d thofe Books, tran/
lating and improving the Fourth Book with tke Exploits of Efplandian Amadis’s Son,
ahich till then no Man remembers ever to bave feen or met with in any Memoirs s that by
great Good-luck it was difiover’d in a Stone-tomb, which, deep in the Earth, in a Her-
mitage hard by Conftantinople, was found, and brought by an Hungarian Merchant into
Spain, wrote upon Parchment in a Letter o old that it was fearce legible by thofe who un-
derflosd the Language.  Cervantes herein imitating Garci-Ordefiex de Montalvo, fays:
(d) By Good-fortune be bad met with an ancient Phyfician, who bad a Leaden Box in
bis Peffeffion, which, as be affur’d mey was found in the Ruins of an old Hermitage, as it
wwas rebuilding. In this Box were certain Scrolls of Parchment written in Gotbick Cha-
raflers, but containing Verfes in the Spanith Tongue, in which many of bis(Don Quixote’s),
noble Aéls were fung, and Dulcinea del Tobofo’s Beauty celebrated, Rozinante’s Figure
deferib’d, and Sancho Panza’s Fidelity applanded.  They likewife gave an account of Don
Quixote’s Place of Burial, with feveral Epitaphbs and Elogiums on bis Life and Man-
ners. Cervantes wrote this in the Year 1604, and printed it in the Year following. I
leave it to the judicious Reader to determine the Age in which according to the afore-
faid Circumftances Don Quixote muft be fuppos’d to have liv’d. An ancient Phyfici-
an giving an account of the finding certain Parchments containing Epitaphs on Dox
Quixote 5 that they were firft difcover’d under the Foundation of an old Hermitage,.
and written in Gothick Letters, the Ule whereof was prohibited in Spain in the time
of King Alonfo the Sixth; are all (¢) Circumftances which infer a diftance of fome Ages
paft. And this very thing is fuppos’d in a Difcourfe of Don Quixote’s, no lefs occultly
Learned than agreeably Romantic : (f) Have you not read, cry’d Don Quixote, the
Annals and Hiftory-of Britain, where are regifier’d tbe famoys Deeds of King Arthur, (King
Artus in Spanith Romances) who, according to an ancient Tradition in that Kingdom, ne-
ver dy'd, but was turn’d into a Crow by Inchantment, and fball one Day refume bis
former Shape, and recover bis Kingdom again? For which reafon fince that time, the Peo-
Ple of Great Britain dare not offer to kill a Crow. In this good King’s Time, the moft

Nellz

(d) Part 1. ch. ult.  (¢) Rodoric, Toletanus, Lib. V1. ¢, 30.  (f) Part I ¢h. 13,
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Noble Order of the Knights of the Round Table was firft inflituted, and then alfo the Amours
between Sir Lancelot of the Lake and Queen Guinever were really tranfafled, as that Hif-
tory relates s they being manag’d and carry'd on by the Mediation of that Honcurable Ma-
tron the Lady Quintafiona, which produced that Excellent Hiftery in Verfe fo_fung and ce-
lebrated bere in Spain:
There never was on Earth a Knight
So waited on by Ladics fair,
As once was He Sir Lancelot bight,
Wiken firft be left bis Country dear :

And the Reft, which gives fo delightful an Aecount both of kis Loves and Feats of Arms.
From that Time the Order of Knighthood was delivered down from Hand to Hand, and bas
by degrees dilated and extended itfelf into moft Parts of the World. Then did the Great
Amadis de Gaule fignalize bimfelf by Hercick Exploits, and fo did bis Offspring to the fifth
Generation. The Valorous Felix-Marte of Hyrcania then got immortal Fame, and that
undaunted Knight Tirante the White, (g) who never canbe applauded to bis Worth.  Nay,
HAD WE BUT LIV'D A LITTLE SOONER, we might have been bleft with the
Converfation of that invircible Kniglt, the Palorous Don Belianis of Greece. .And this,
Gentlemen, is that Order of Chivalry, which, as much a Sinner as I am, I profefs, with
a due Obfervance of the Laws which thofe brave Knights cbfert’d before me. If there-
fore Don Quixote was fo near the Time in which Don Belianis of Grecce and the other
numerous Knights-Errant are feign'd to have liv’d, having referr’d them to the Ages
immediately fucceeding the Origin of Chriftianity, as has been obferv’d and cenfur’d by
the learned Author of the Diglogue of the Languages beforemention’d (b), it follows that
Don Quixete de la Mancha muft be fuppos’d to have liv’d many Centuries ago. How
then comes Cervantes to talk of Coaches (i) being in Ufe in Don Quixote’s time ?  Since
we are told by Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo in the Second Part of the Officers of the Roy-
al Houfbold that the Princefs Afargaret when fhe came to be efpous’d to the Prince Don
Fobn, brought in the Ufe of Chariots or Coaches with four Wheels, and when fhe return-
ed again to Flanders a Widow, fuch fort of Carriages ceas’d, and Litters came again into
play. Andeven in France itfclf, from whence we had this Fafhion, as almoft all others,
the Ufe of Coaches is of no ancient date 3 for Fobn de Laval Boifdauphin of the Houfe
of Memorancy, was the firft Perfon who, towards the clofe of Francis the 1ft’s Reign,
made ufe of a Coach becaufe of his Corpulency which was fo exceffive he could not ride
on Herfeback. In the Reign of Henry I1d there were in the Court of Prance but two
Coaches in all, one for the Queen his Confort, and another for his natural Daughter
* the Lady Diana. In the City of Paris, Chriftopher de Thou (Thuanus) being nominated
Firft Prefident, was the Firft that had a Coach; but he never went in it to the Royal
Palace. Thefe Examples which either Grandeur or Neceffity firft introduced, were
foon fo pernicioufly prevalent, that nothing could come up to the Vanity of them. As
Yor Spain, Don Lorcnzo Vander Hamin & Leon writing upon this Subject in the Firfg

Bock of Don John of Auftria’s Life, has the following warm Expreflions:  There came
Charles

(g) Cervantes himfelf by the Mouth of the Curate very much commends this Book asa 7 2 of
Delight, and a Mine of Paftime. But Ludovicus Vives condemns it, and all others of the fame Stanp
(%) Page i61. (i) Part'l. ch. 8, 9, and Part II. ch. 36, &c. &c.
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Charles Pubeft a Servant of Charles tbe Vth. King and Emperor, in a Coach or Chariot,
fuch as are ufed in thefe Provinces: A ibing wvery ravely feen in thefe Kingdoms. Whole
Cities yan out to flare at it, fo little known was this fort of Pleafure at that Time. For then
they enly made ufe of Cartsdrawn by Oxen, and in thens were often feen riding the moft confi-
derable Perfons even of the Court. Don Jchn (for example) went feveral Times to vifit
the Church of our Lady de Regla (the Loreito of Andaluzia) in one of thefe B ains or Carts
11 Company with the Dutchefs of Medina.  This was the Prallice of that Time. But with-
in a few Years (threefcore and ten or thereabouts) it was found neceffary to probibit Coacbes
by a Royal Proclamation. To fuch a Height was this infernal Fice got, which bas done fo
much Mifchief to Caftile. In order to paint forth this Abule, Cervantes brings in Tere/a
Panza, Wife to a poor labouring Man, exprefling mighty hopes of riding in a Coach,
purely upon the conceit of her Husband’s being Governor of the Ifland Barataria. In
like manner, to ridicule fome Doors Degrees which were conferred in his Time, and
which ought to have been beftowed on fuch as were Men of Learning but were far
from being fo, he mentions fome Licentiates who were Graduated in the Univerfities of
Siguenza and Offuna in Don Quixote’s Time, whereas the Univerfity of Siguenza was
(by advice of Cardinal Ximenez) erected by Febn Lopez de Medina, Privy Counfellor to
Henry IVth and his Envoy at Reme about the Year 1500. Later yet, in 1548, the
Univerfity of Ojfuna was founded, with Charles Vih’s and Pope Paut 111d’s Approba-
tion, by Don Jobn Tellez de Giron, Condé de Urera. Had Cervantes liv’d in thefe our
Days; he would have faid much more upon this Article of Degrees. But let Don Di-
¢go de Saavedra in his Republica Literaria be his Commentator.

104. It is likewife an Inadvertency to allude, (as he does) in the fuppos’d Time of
Don Quixote, to the Council of Trent which began to fit in 1544, under the Pontificate
of Paul I11d. and broke up in Pope Pixs IVth’s Time.

105. Cervantes likewife makes the Curate fpeak of America before Americus Vefpufius,
the Florentine, (in 1497) had fec his Foot in it, and call’d it by his Name, being in that re-
fpect more happy than Chriflopber Columbus the Genoefe, who firft difcover’d it in 1492.

106. Neither ought he to have mention’d Fernand Cortes, or talk’t of the Nimblenefs of
the Mexican Jockeys in mounting a Horfeback, before ever Cortes, who conquer’d Mexi-
co, breathed Vital Air, and before there were any Horfes in that Country. He like-
wife names the famous Hill of Porofi before its prodigious Veins of Silver were difcover’d
by thar barbarous mighty Hunter. Neither ought the Word Cacigue (fignifying a
petty King) which came from Hifpanio/a have been put into the Mouth of fuch an
Jgnoramusas Sancbo Panza.

107. Again, the Art of Printing being fo recent an Invention, it fhou’d not have
been fuppofed to be known in Don Quixote’s Time, nor ought mention to have been
made of fo many Modern Authors, both Foreigners and Spaniards. Foreigners, Ari-
ofto, ® Verino, Sannazario, Lofrafo, a Sardinian Poet, Polidore Virgil and others.

Among

* Cervantes fays, Verino died Florentibus Annis. He died at 17, rather than take his Phyficians
Advice, which was a Wife. Politian made the following Epitaph on this very learned Youth and excel-
dent Meral Poct of Florence:

Sola Venus poterat lento fuccurrere morbo,

enus alene bis flow Difeafe con’d cure :
Ne fe polluerer, maluit ille Mori,

157
s { But He chofe Death, rather than Life not Pure.
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Among the Spaniards Garci-laffo de la Vega, whom he fometimes commends Exprefly,
at other times quotes his Verfes (k) without naming him, and at other times alludes
clearly to him. (J) Of Fobn Bofcan, a Poet Co-temporary with, and much a Friend
of Garci-laffo, Don Quixote fays, (m) Old Bofean call’d bimfelf Nemorofo: wherein he
miftakes, many ways, by calling him the O/d or Ancient Bofcan, and by alluding to
Garci-laffo de la Vega's Firft Eclogue.

108. Don Quixote himfelf, fpeaking very juftly of the common misfortune attending
Tranflations, highly commends that of Paflor Fido done by Doéor Chriftopher Figueroas
and alfo that of Zmintas done by Don Fobn de Fauregui. Now the Reader muft know
that Dofor Swarez de Figueroa publith’d Guarini’s Paflor Fido, in Valencia, Anno
1609, printed by Pedro Patricio Mey ; and Don Jobn de Fauregui, Taffo's Amintas, in
Seville, printed by Francifeo Lira, Anno 1618. in 4f0. |

109. Again, a Shepherdefs, in difcourfe with Don Quixote, anticipately in point of
time, names Camoens, and extolls him as a moft excellent Poet even in his own Portu-~
guefe Tongue. () Her Words are thefe: 7 and fome other Shepherdeffes bave got two:
Eclogues by beart 5 one of the famous Garci-laflo, and the otber of the mof} excellent Ca=
moens in bis own Language the Portugueze. Which is the fame thing as condemning
the Spani/b Tranllations by Louis Gomez de Tapia, and others: whereas it is not poflible
for two fuch refembling Diale@s of one and the fame Language to be equal in Diéion
and Harmony,

110. Inthe celebrated Sixth Chapter of the Firft Part, fuppofing the Scrutiny to be
in Don Quixote’s time, there are Criticifms made on the Works of George de Montemayor,
Gil Polo, Lopez Maldonado, Don Adlonfo de Ercilla, Fobn Rufe, Cbhriflopber de Virvésy
and ev’n on the GAvaTeA of Cervantes himfelf.

111. He likewife mentions (v) the Works of the famous Bithop of Avila, Don Alonfo
Foftado (Toftatus,) a native of Madrigal, from whence he chofe to be fiyled. He was
born about the Year 1400, and dy'd in Bonilla de la Sierra the 3d of September 1455,
(») He cites Diofeorides illuftrated by Doctor Laguna, printed at Salamanca, Anno 15865
and the Proverbs of the Commendary Greigo, publifh’d in the fame City, Anno 1555.
He quotes in like manner Vilialpando’s Summule, (q) whereas Do&or Gafpar, Cardinal de
Villalpando printed them at A4/cali Anno 1599.

112, The Books which Cervantes cenfur’d without naming the Authors, almoft all
of ’em his Co-ztaneans, are very numerous. I fhall orly point out a few.

113. Speaking of the Tranflation of 4rioflo, done by Geronimo de Urrea, which was
printed at Lyons in 4to. by William Roville, Anno 1556. Cervantes makes the Curate
fay, I cou’d willingly bave excus’d the good Captain who iranflated it that Treuble of at-
tempting do make bim [peak Spanith, for be bas deprived bim of a great deal of bis primitrve
Gracess a Misfortune incident to all thofe who prefume to tranflate Verfes, fince their ut-
moft Wit and Indufiry can never enable *em to preferve the native Beauties and Genius that
Jbine in the Original, From whence may be infer’d how much more infipid were the

two

(#) Part II. ch. 6, &c. (1) Ibid. ch. 3. and 18. (m) Ibid.ch. 67. Cervantes kere puns upen the
Zikenefs betwixt Bolcan and Bofque, which is Spanifh or rather Gothick for a Grove of Trees ( from
wwhence perbaps our Word Buth.) Nemus in Latin ( from whence the Nemorofo abave) means tbedﬁum.

(n) PartIL ch. 58. (o) Part 1. ch.'3. (p) Toftatus writ fo much and fo 1well, that it is admir'd
bow the Life of Man cowd reach to it, Stevens’s Did. (g) Part 1. ch. 47.
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two Tranflations done in Profe, and publifh’d by two Toledians; one, nam’d Fernando
de Alcocdr, Anno 1510. the other Diego Vafquez de Contreras, Anno 1585. Both of
’em as Wretched as Faithful Interpreters of Arioffo, to a Letter. Farther on, the Curate
fpeaking of the three Diana’s, viz. that of George de Montemayor, which contains the
Firft and the Second Part, publith’d at Madrid by Louis Sancbez, Anno 1545. in 12ves,
That done by Alpbonfo Perez, Doctor of Phyfick, known by the Name of Salmantino (the
Salamancan) publith’d at Alcalz, Anno 1564. in 8vo. and Laftly, that of Gafpar Gil Polo,
printed at Palencia, Anno 1564. The Curate, I fay, fpeaking of the three Diana’s
fays thus: Since we began with the Diana of Montemayor, I am of opinion we ought not
entirely to burn it, but only take out that Part of it which treats of the Magician Felicia and
the inchanted Water, as alfo all the longer Poems; and let the Work efcape with its Profe,
and the Honour of being the Firft of that Kind. Here's anotber Diana, quoth the Barber,
The Second of that Name, by Salmantino ; nay, and a Third teo, by Gil Polo. Pray,
faid the Curate, let Salmantino increafe the Number of the Criminals in the Yards but as
for that of Gil Polo, preferve it as charily, as if Apollo bimfelf bad wrote it. A little
farther the Barber fays again : Thefe that follow are the Shepherd of Iberia, the Nymphs
of Henares, and the Cure of Jealoufy. Then there's no more to do, [aid the Curate, but
40 deliver them up to the fecular Arm of the Houfe-Keeper, and do not ask Wherefore, for
shen we fhou’d never bave done.  As for the Author of the Cure of Fealoufy, 1 know not
who he was. The Shepberd of Iberia was written by Bernardo de la Pega, a native of
Madrid, Canon of Tucuman in South America; it was printed Anno 1591 in 8vo. The
Author of the Nympbs and Shepberds of Henares was Bernard Perez de Bobadilla, it was
publith’d Auno 1587 in 8vo. Cervantes alluding to thefe two Cenfures, and defiring the
World thould know that in The Voyage to Parnaffus (in which he brings in almoft all
the Poets in Szain) he had beftowed Praifes on feveral according to popular report; he
introduc’d a Poet that was diffatisfy’d, upbraiding him with omitting thefe two Poets
and for Cenfuring them as he has done above. The faid Poet falls upon Cervantes in
this manner: (7)

*Tis true, Barbarian, Thou baft jultly prais’d

Some few s and cthers as unjuftly raisd

High as the Heav'ns, who in Oblivion lay

Nor faw the Moon by Night, or Sun by Day.

Tle Great Bernard thou baft of Fame beguil'd,

Iberia’s Shepherd, from la Vega fiyld.

The Nyinphs and Shepberds of Henares Banks

For thy ill Ufage cwe thee little Thanks.
Cervantes in the latter part of his Poem has brought upon the Stage the beforemen-
tioned Bernardo de la Pega 5 but he has put him among the bad Poets, in thefe terms:

Late came lberia’s Shepberd to the Mufier,

And with bis Vit arnd Strength made beavy Blufler,

114. In profecuting the Scrutiny of Don Quixote’s Books, the Barber fays: The mexs

15 the Shepherd of Filida.  He's no Shepberd, return’d the Curate, but a wery Difirete
Courtier (meaning Lonis Galvez de Mintalvo, who publifh’d “his Shepberd of Filida at

Madrid
(r) I ch. IV, of the Fojage to Parnaflus. )
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Madrid, Anno 1582.) Keep him as a precious Fewel. Here's a much bigger Volume cry’d
the Barber, calld, The Treafure of divers Poems. Had there been fewer of them, faid
the Curate, they would bave been more Efteem’d. *Tis fit the Book fhou’d be pruned and
clear’d of feveral Trifles that difgrace the reft. Keep it bowever, becaufe the Author is my
vcry good Friend, and for the Sake of bis other more Heroick and Sublime Produétions.
This is Fr. Pedro Padilla, a Native of Linares, a Carmelite Monk, and once, asis re-
ported, a Knight of the Order of St. Fames. Among other Poetical Works, he pub-
lith’d a Song-Book, in which are contain’d fome martial Events of the Spani/p Arms in
Flanders. 1t was printed at Madrid by Francifco Sanckez, Anno 1583. in 8vo. And
Michael de Cervantes wrote fome Laudatory Verfes on the Author of it.
115. Inthe clofe of the Scrutiny, Cervantes fays: At laf} the Curate grew fo tired
with prying into fo many Volumes, that be order’d all the reft to be burnt at a Venture,
But the Barber fhew’d bim one which be bad open’d by chance &er the dreadful Sentence was
pafi’d. Truly, faid the Curate, who faw by the Title *twas the Tears of Angelica, T
fhould have wept my felf, bad I caus'd fuch a Book to fbare the Condemnation of the reft;
for the Author was not only one of the beft Poets in Spain, but in the whole World, and
tranflated fome of Ovid’s Fables with extraordinary Succefs. 1 take it, this refers to Cap-
tain Francifeo de Aldana, Alcaide (i. e. Governor) of San Sebaftian, who bravely died in
Africa, fighting againft the Afoors, whofe glorious Death was cclebrated in O&ave
Rhimes by his Brother Cofino de Aldana, Gentleman-Uther to Pbilip 11. in the begin-
ning of his Sonnets and Octaves, which were printed at Afilan, Anno 1587.in 8vo.
This Cofio de Aldana printed all the Works he could find of his Brother Francifio, at
Madrid, at the Printing-houfe of Louis Sanchez, Anno 1590, in 8yo. and having af-
terwards pickt up many more, he publith’d a Second Part at Madrid, printed by
P. Madrigal, in 1591, in 8vo. Of this Francifto de Aldana his Brother Cofmo fays,
he tranflated into blank Verfe Ovid’s Epiflles, and compos’d a Work intituled Angelica,
and Medoro, in innumerable Ocaves: which were never printed, as not being to be
found ; by means of thefe two Works we come to know that Cervantes intended Fran-
cifco de Aldana, and not Louis Barabona de Soto, of whofe compofing we have twelve
Canto’s of the Angelica, in purfuance of Arioffo’s Invention. Of this Poem De¢n Diego
de Saavedra Fajardo fpeaks, in his admirable Republica Literaria. And now with grea-
ter Luftre appear’d Louis de Barahona, a learned Mlan, and of a lofty Spirit s but be
Shared the Fortune of Aufonius: be had no Bedy to advife with. And fo be gave the
Reins to bis Fancy, without any Moderation or Art, A Charater which argues likewife
that this was not the Poet on whom Cervantes beftow’d fuch unbounded Praifes, Qur
Author in the next Chapter proceeds thus: Upor Don Quixote’s lend Outcry they left
further Search into the Books, and therefore *tis thought the Carolea, and Leo of Spain,
with the Famous Deeds of the Emperor, written by Don Louis de Avila, which doubt-
lefs were there, were committed to the Flames, unfeen and zmbem;a’ s for if the Curate bad
Sfound them, they weuld perbaps bave received a more favourable Sentence.  The Cardlea
Cervantes here fpeaks of may be that which Hieronimo Sempere printed at Valencia
Anno 1560. in 8vo. But I'm more inclin’d to believe it to be that publitht at Lisber,
Anno 1585, by Fabir Ochoa de Lafalde, in regard Cervantes, in his Voyage to Parnaf-
Jfus, {peakingofthe Lift of the Poets giv’n him by Mercury, faysthus:
Vor. L. h I
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I took the Lift of Names, and, at the bead,
That of my Friend Johnde Ochoa, read :

As true a Poct as o Chriftian, Fe
116. The Author of Leo of Spain was Pedro de la Vecilla Caftellanos, a Native of

Lecn, who publifh’d his Poem and other Works, in Salamanca, Anno 1586. in 8vo.
The Commentaries of Charles the Vih's Wars in Germany, had for its Author Don Louis
de Avila i Zufiga, chief Commendary of Alcantara, a Perfon in great Efteem with
the Emperor, and highly cclebrated by the Prime Wits and ablelt Penmen of that
Age.

117. Thefe Anachronifins or Inconfiftencies in refpect of Chronology relating to
Men of Learning are more than fufficient : Thofe committed by Cervantes in relation
to Men of the Sword were likewife not a few; for he fuppofes that there was already
written in Den Quixote’s Age, the (/) Hiftory of the great Captain Hernandez de Cor-
dova, together with the Life of Diggo Garcia de Paredes; whereas the former dy’d in
Granada the 2d of December, 1515. of a Quartan Ague (#) (to him fatal) in the 62d
year of his Age; and the latter dy’d aged 64, in the Year 1533. and the Chronicles
of ’em both were printed in Alcals de Henares, by Herman Ramirez, Anno 1584. in
Folio. :

118. He likewife introduces the Capzive talking of the Famous Duke of Alva, Dox
Ferdinand de Toledo, going over to Flanders.

119. The fame Captive adds that he went along with him, and ferv’d under him in
all his Enterprizes: that he was prefent at the Executions of the Counts Egmont and
Horn, and came to be an Enfign to a famous Captain of Guadalaxara, nam’d Diego
de Urbina : He fpeaks of the Ifland of Cyprus being taken from the Fenetians by the
Turks in 1571 as likewife of the League between the Holy Pontiff Pius V. and Spain
againft the Common Enemy of Chriftendom, and that Don Fobn of Aufiria, natural
Brother to Plilip the I1d was General of that Holy League. He fays he was in the
famous Sea-fight of Lepanto in quality of a Captain of Foot, which Battle was fought
and won by the Chriftians the 7th of Ofeber, 1572. He fays that Ucbali King of :{l-
giers, a brave and bold Pirate, having boarded and taken the Admiral Galley of Multa,
there being only three Knights left alive in it, and they much wounded, Yobn Ardrea
Doria’s Ship in which he (the Captive) was with his Company, bearing up to fuccour
the faid Admiral, he (the Captive) leap’d into the Enemy’s Galley, which fhearing off
from the other that had layd her on Board, prevented his Men from following him,
and fo he was left alone amidit his Enemies, who were too numerous to be withftood,
and confequently taken Prifoner very much wounded. A little farther, he celebrates
Don Alvaro de Bazan, Marquis of Santa Cruz. He gives a very particular Account
how two Years afterwards the Turks re-took the Goletz and a little Fort or Tower
Don Fobr had built near Tuuis, in the Middle of a Iake where Don Jobn de Zanoguera
a Gentleman of Falencia and notable Soldier Commanded, who furrender’d upon Ar:
ticles. He fays Don Pedro Pucriocarrero General of Goleta was taken and dy’d for

Grief

(f) Part 1. ch. 32, &c. (t) By this Parenthefis, the Author feems to bave an Eye to the Spanith

Proverb, Por Quartana, nunca fe taiié Campana. A Bell was never rung for a Quartan Ague,

that isy People do not die of it.

- .
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Grief in his way to Conffantinople : ‘That many Perfons of Note were kill’d, and
among them Pagdn Doria the generous Brother of the renown’d jfobn Andrea Doria;
and that among thofe who were made Prifoners was Don Pedro de Aguilar, a Gentleman
of Andaluzia, who was an Enfign, and likewife a very brave and ingenious Man, and
one who had a rare Talent in Poetry.

120. In another Place he highly commends the Stillettos as fharp as an Awl, of
Ramon de Hozes the Sevillian Cutler’s making who liv’d in Cervantes’s own Time. He
likewife mentions the Story of the Scholar Toralvas being hoifted into the Air a Horfe-
back on a Reed by the Devil, with his Eyes fhut, and fo carry’d in twelve Hours to
Rome, and fet down at the Tower of Nona, which is in one of the Streets of that
City ; and that he faw there the dreadful Tumult, the Affault and Death of the Conftable
of Beurbon, and next Morning found himfelf at Afadrid, where he related the whole
Story. He likewife names that arrant Cheat * Andradilla. And after the fame man-
ner our Author brings in many others whofe Memory was very recent in his own
Time. Was there ever fuch a ftring of Anachronifms!

121. But they don’t end here. Cervantes fays () that Don Quixcte met with a Com-
pany of ftrolling Players, who had on Cergus Chrifti Day, in the Morning, been alting
a Play call'd the Parliament or Cortes of Death, and were going forward to another
Town to play it over again in the Afternoon; and herein he is worthy of Cenfure for
fuppofing the Reprefentation of Devout-Plays in Don Quixote’s Time 5 fince ’tis certain,
in thofe Days there was no fuch thing as Farce-playing, efpecially in folemn Feftivals,
neither indeed was it at all conformable to the Gravity of the Ancient Manners.

122. He likewife fuppofes the practice of cooling Liquors with Snow, (x) whereas
*tis certain Paulo Farquies, (who liv’d in Philip the 111d’s Time) was the firft Author
or Inventor of the Tax upon Wells where Snow was kept ; the manner of keeping it
and ufing it having been, before that, introduc’d into Spain by Don Lcais de Caftelvi,
Gentleman-Tafter to the Emperor Chbarles Vth, of whom (y) Gafpar Efcolano, ex-
prefling himfelf his ufual way, writes thus': (2) 70 this Gentleman is Spain indebted for
the Knowledge of keeping Snow in Houfes (by Houfes he means Wells) in the Mountains
where it falls, as likewife the praftice of ceoling Water with Snow.  For 110 other Means for
doing this, but by Salt-petre, being generally known, be was the firf that breught Sncw
into Ufe, in the City of Valencia 5 which, befides being wery delicious, is of a fingular geed
Effet in Lethargics, Spotted-Fevers, Peflilential Calentures, axd cther moft grievous Dif-
crders, occafion’d by exceffive Heat in Summer time, and as [fuch the ufe of it [pred
itfelf by degrees all cver Spain: And ever fince that Time, we of Valencia have aliways
cal’d 1hat Gentleman by the name of Don Luis dela Nieve; that is, Mr. Snow.

123. San Diego de Alcals and San Salvador de Orta were beatified in Pbilip the
1l1ld’s Time, and inallufion to this fays Sancho to Don Quixote : (a) And let me tell yeu,
Siry, Xeflerday or Lotber Day, for fo I may fay, it being net long fince, there were wwo bare-
feoted Friars Canoniz’d or Sainted s and you can't think bew many poor Creatures tbovolt

h 2 themfelzes

* Andradilla was a fberping Scoundrel in Spaing as famnous as whem you pleafe in England,

(v) Part H.ch.vv. (x) Part II. ch. 58, (y) The Tranfiater takes this to be his Family Nanie,

the’ in Valencia, they givve this name to the Sacrifian, that is, to bim that has charge of the Veftments
and bely Veffels of the Church. (z.) Hiftoria de Valencia, Lib. 8. ¢, 28, («) Part Il ch. .
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themfzTves bappy but to kifs or touch the Chains with which they girt and tormented their
Bedies, and I dare fay they are more reverenced, than is Orlando’s Sword in the Armory
¢f our Sovereign Lord the King .

124. In the Reign of Philip 111d the General of the Gallics of the Judies was Don Pedrg

Vich, a Falencian Gentleman, whom Cervantes highly extolled in his Novel of the two
Ladies, and pointing to this Perfonage, on occafion of relating Don Quixote’s entring
one of the Gallies, he fays: (8) The General, for fo we muft call bim, by Birth a Valencian,
and a Man of Quality, gave bim bis Hand, and embracing bim, faid, this Day will I mark
as one cf the bappiet I expelt v fee in all my Life, fince I bave the Honour now to fee Signor
Don Quixote de la Mancha.

125. The lat Edi& for the Expulfion of the AMorifto’s out of Spain, was publifh’d in
the Year 1611, and yet Cervantes introduces a Morifco nam’d Ricote, making (c) the
Encomium of Don Bernardino de Velafco, Count of Salazar, to whom Philip the 111d
had committed the Care of feeing thofe Morifco’s expell’d.

126. But why doI ftand heaping up Anachronifins, when Don Quixote’s whole Hif-
tory is full of *em? I fhall conclude with faying that Saicho Panza dated his Letter to
his Wife Terefa Parza on 20th Fune 1614, the very Day perhaps on which Cervantes
wrote it.

127. But notwithftanding all this I am far from faying that Michael de Cervantes de
Saavedra is abfolutely inexculable : For, as in the very beginning of his Hiftory he
fays that Don Quixote liv’d not long fince in a Village of La Mancha, fo he afterwards
follow’d the Thread of this firft Fiction, and having forgot it at the End of his Hiftory,
he propos’d to imitate Garci Ordsiiez de Montalvo in the forecited Place, and {o antici-
pated the Time Don Quixote liv’d in.  And then this will be the only Inadvertency he is
guilty of ; or to fay better, Don Quixote is a Man of all Times, and a true 1mage and
Reprefentative of Ages paft, prefent and to come ; and accordingly is adaptable to al}
Times and Places. And tho® perhaps the fevereft Criticks will not allow of this Fx-
cufe, they will not at leaft deny that thefe Negligences, and others, which it were eafy
to add, of wrong allufions and equivocations, which are apt to abourd in 2 Mind fome-

- what abftra&ted and drawn off by an over-attentivenefs to the Grand Defign, 1 fay
it will not be dery’d that they are aton’d for and recompenc’d by a thoufand Perfe&i:
ons 5 fince it may with Truth be averr’d that the whole Work is the Happieft and
Fineft Satir that has hitherto been written againft all Sorts of People.

128. For, if we attend to the Scope and Defign of the Work, Who cou’d have
thought that by the means of one Book of Chivalry, all the reft fhould be banifh’d out
of the World? But fo it was, for, writing as Cervantes did from his own Invention, and
in all the agrecable Varieties of Stile, he was entirely fingle without a Rival in this ’kind
of Writing, as one -who thoroughly knew wherein the reft of the Writers had err’d
and perfeétly fenfible how thofe Failings of theirs might be avoided, fully fatisfying a;
the fame time the Tafte of every Reader, and he never better manifefted the Great-
nefs of his Notions, than when, by the Mouth of the Canon of Toledo, he fpoke in
the following manner: (d) ¢¢ Believe me, Mr. Curate, I am fully convinc'd, that
s¢ thefe they call Books of Chivalry, are very prejudicial to the Publick, And tho’ I

[ €4 B
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have been led away by an idle and falfe Pleafure, to read the Beginnings of almoft
as many of them as have been printed, I could never yet perfuade myfelf jo go through
with any one to the End ; for to me they all feem’d to contain one and the fame
thing ; and there is as much inone of them as in all the reft.  The whole Compofiti-
on and Stile of ’em, in my Opinion, very much refembles that of the AZilefian Fables,
and are a fort of (¢) idle Stories, defign’d only for Diverfion, and not for In-
ftruction ; it is not fo with thofe Fables which are call’d Apologues, that at once
delight and inftru¢t. But tho’ the main Defign of fuch Books is to pleafe ; yet I
cannot conceive how it is poffible they fhould perform it, being fill’d with fuch a
multitude of unaccountable Extravagancies. For the Pleafure which firikes the
Soul, -muft be deriv’d from the Beauty and Congruity it fees or conceives in thofe
things the Sight or Imagination lays before it, and nothing in it felf deform’d or
incongruous can give us any real Satisfuction. Now what Beauty can there be, or
what Proportion of the Parts to the whole, or of the whole to the feveral Parts, in
a Book, or Fable, where a Stripling at fixteen Years of Age at one Cut of a Sword
cleaves a Giant, as tall as a Steeple, thro’ the middle, as eafy as if he were made
of Pafte-board ¢ Or when they give us a Relation of a Battle, having faiil the Ene-
my’s Power confifted of a Million of Combatants, yet, provided the Hero of the
Book be againft them, we muft of neceffity, tho’ never fo much againtt our Incli-
nation, conceive that the faid Knight obtain’d the Vifory only by his own Va-
lour, and the Strength of his powerful Arm? And what fhall we fay of the great
Eafe and Facility with which an abfolute Queen or Emprefs cafts herfelf into the
Arms of an Errant and Unknown Knight? What Mortal, not altogether barbarous
and unpolifh’d, can be pleas’d to read, that a great Tower full of arm’d Knights,
cuts thro’ the Sea like a Ship before the Wind ; and fets out in the Evening from
the Coaft of Italy, lands by Break-of-day in Preflor Jobn’s Country, or in fome
other, never known to Prolemy or difcover’d by (f) Columbus 2 If it thow’d be an-
fwer’d, that thofe Perfons who compos’d thefe Books writ them as confefs’d Eyes 5
and therefore are not oblig’d to obferve Niceties, or have regard to Truth, I fhall
make this reply, That Falthood is fo much the more commendable, by how much
it more refembles Truth, and is the more pleafing the more it is doubtful and pot-
fible. Fabulous Tales ought to be fuited to the Reader’s Underftanding, being fo
contriv’d, that all Impoffibilities ceafing, all great Accidents appearirg eafy, and
the Mind wholly hanging in fufpence, they may at once furprize, aftonifh, pleafe
and divert ; fo that Pleafure and Admiration may go hand in hand. This cannoc
be perform’d by him that flies from Probability and Imitation, which is the Perfe&tion
of what is written. I have not yet feen any Book of Knight-Errantry, that com-
pofes an entire Body of a Fable with all its Parts, fo that the Middle is anfwerable
to the Beginning, and the End to the Beginning and Middle; but on the contrary,
they form them of fo many Limbs, that they rather feem to defign a Chimera or

““ Monfter,

(¢) As they bhad been manag'd before Cervantes. (f) Cervantes bas it Marcus Paulus, nst

Chriftopher Columbus. Marcus Paulus was @ Venetian, and a very great Traveller. He liv'd in the
13th Century, v272. He bad travell’d cver Syria, Perfia, and the Indies. An dccount of his Tra.
wvels has been printed, and ane of bis Backs is intituled, De Regionibus Oricntis,
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¢ Monfter, than a well-proportion’d Figure. Befides all this, their Stile is uncouth,
¢¢ their Exploits incredible, their Love immodeft, their Civility impertinent, their
¢ Battles tedious, their Language abfurd, their Voyages and Journeyings prepofterous ;
¢¢ and in thort, they are altogether void of folid Ingenuity, and therefore fit to be banith’d
t¢ 3 Chriftian Commonwealth, as ufelefs and prejudicial.” Cow’d there pofiibly be a
ftronger, or more judicious Satire againft Writers of Knight-Errantry ?

129. And then the particular Criticifms made by him on their refpective Works
were no lefs accurate than pleafant, as may be feen in the Sixth Cbapter of his Firf
Part, and in many more. (¢) With how much Artifice or Banter, if I may ufe that
Word, does he explode the Stile of thofe who preceded him in this kind of Compo-
fition, by making Don Quixote {ay, that when the Hiftory of his famous Atchieve-
ments fhall be given to the World, the learned Author will begin it thus: ¢ (b) Scarce
¢ had the ruddy-colour’d Phabus begun to fpread the golden Treffes of his lovely
<« Hair over the vaft Surface of the earthly Globe, and fcarce had thofe feather’d
¢ Poets of the Grove, the pretty painted Birds, tuned their little Pipes, to fing their
t¢ early Welcomes in foft melodious Strains, to the beautiful Aurora, who having left
<¢ her jealous Husband’s Bed, difplay’d her rofy Graces to mortal Eyes from the
¢ Gates and Balconies of the Horizon of La Alancha, when the renowned Knight
¢ Don Quixote de la Mancha, difdaining foft Repofe, forfook the voluptuous Down,
¢ and mounting his famous Steed Rozinante, enter’d the ancient and celebrated Flains
<« of Montiel.

130. Cervartes exhibits fo lively a Picture of the Vices of the Mind gf other Wri-
ters, as well as of their #%rks, that nothing can be added to it. In the Preface to his
Firft Part, which tho’ never fo often read, has always the Charms of Novelty ; with
what a fmile in his Countenarce does he lafh thofe who wanting Learning affet Eru-
dition in the Margins of their Books, burfting themfclves to appear learned : As if a
variety of Quotations argu’d any thing more than a tumultuary confus'd reading, or
the thumbing over a Common-place-book. ~ Others as impertinently thruft their Cita-
tions into the Work it fclf, imagining that if they quote Plato or Arifiotle, the Readers
will be fo foolifh as to think they have read them.  Others having fcarce faluted the
Latin Tongue, value themfclves much upon their coming out now and then with
their fine Latin Phrafes. Thefe Don Quixote had a fling at, when upon an occafion
of fpeaking to Sancho Panza, he bid him (i) not te concern’d at leaving Rozinante
and Dapple there, for the Sage that was to carry them thro remote Ways and Regions of
fuch Longitude, wouid be fure 1o take care they fbonld want nothing, I underfland not
your Ratiors, quoth Sancho; nor bave I ever beard fuch a Word as Lowndfy-chewd in
all my Life. Regions, faid Don Quixote, is the fame <with Countries: and Longitude
sweans Length : I don’t <vonder thoy doft not underfland thofe Werds, fince thou art not
oblig’d to uiderftand Latin, the’ there are thofe that pretend to know much of ity whereas
they know 10 more of the matier than thsu doff.  For this'reafon, Cervante:, who piqud
him{elf on his being perfect Malter of the Spani/b ‘Tongus, tho’ not of the Latin,
(which requires an Application and Exercife of many Ycars) brings in Usgarda the

unknown,

(g) C5. 32. and 4;. () Part I. ch. 2. (1) Part II. c. 29,
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unknown, fpeaking to his Book, as if the Author, tho’ thoroughly vers'd in the Spani/?,
refus’d to fpeak Latin, becaufe he cow’d not do it fo well as Fobn Latino.

131. This Jobn Latino was an Eibisgian, at firft a Slave, and School-Fellow at the
Grammar-School, with Gonzalo Fernarndez de Cordova, Duke of Seff3, Grandfon of tha
Great Captain ; and afterwards his Freed-man, and Mafter of the Latin School in the
Church of Granada.

132. In like manner Cervantes ridicul’d the impertinent Remarks of Tranflators,
when he wrote the fubfequent Words: (/) Cid Hamet, Compiler of this famous Hiftory,
begins this Chapter with this Affeveration, I fwear like a true Catholick 5 which the T ranf-
lator explains thus, That Cid’s fwearing like a true Catholick, tho’ be was a Moor, is uo
otherwife to be underflood, than that as the Catholicks, when they fwear, do or ought to
Sfwear the Truth, fo did be, when be fwere like a true Cathelicky to be faithful in what
be intended to write of Don Quixote.

133. In another place, fpeaking of Don Quixote, he fays: (m) Some [ay bis Surname
was Quixada or Quefada, for Authors differ a little in this Particular : Ifvwever we
may reafonably conjesture be was call’d Quixada. By which, I fancy, Cervantes means
to refle¢t on the Impertinence of many who are fondly folicitous to heap up various
Readings, only to thew how ingenious they are at {rivolous Conjectures.

134. Thefe Writers therefore, and fuch like, are thofe whom Cervantes refleéts up-
on, when he fays in his Preface they are very anxious to procure Approbations from
their Friends, or to make them themfelves, the better to fatisfy their own Ambition of
Applaufe. Tho’ fome grave, fober Writers, who know how great an Effet an ex-
trinfic Authority will work upon half-witted People, do fometimes fuffer themfelves to
be carry’d away cither by a Thirft after Glory, or in Compliance with the Intreaties
and Courtefy of their I riends, and are themfelves the Coiners of the Encomiums that are
made on their own Performances : As 1 fufpect to have been the Cafe of Father Fcbx
de Mariana in almoft all his Works, and of Cervantes himfelf in his Second Part of
Don Quixote de la Mancha.

135. Befides Writers, not ev’n Readers have been exempted from our Author’s Cen-
fure. Among others I am not a little pleas’d with that he made on thole who write
down ridiculous Notes in the Margins of their Books, fuch as that marginal Note wric-
ten in the Arabian Hiftory, which when expounded in Spani/b ran thus: () Tkis Dul-
cinea del Tobofo, fo many times [poken of in this Hiftory, bad the beft Hand at powdering
Pork, of any Woman in all La Mancha.

136. Notonly thofe who writeand read amifs, met with his juft Reprimards, but like-
wife thofe who fpeak amifs. And this I think he had an Eye to in thofe words
of the Bifeayner : (0) Get gone theu Knight, and Devil go with thou ; or by be who me
create, if thou do not leave Coach, I will kill thou, as fure as I is a Bifcayner. Don
Quixote who made fhift to underftand him well enough, very calmly made him this
Anfwer, Wert thou (p) a Knight or Gentleman, as thou art not, €er this I would bave chaf-
tis’d thy Folly and Temerity, thou incorfiderable Mortal. Woat! me no Gentleman ? re-
ply’d the Bifcayner ; I/fwear you be a Liar, as Ibe a Chriftian. If thou the Lance throww

away,
1y Part IL. ch. 27. m) Part I. ¢h. 1. (n) Part I ¢h. o. . SE
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away, and thy Sword draw, thou fhalt foon who and who fee is sogether : I will of thee
n0 more make than of Moufe does a Cat: * the Water we will foon [ee who will to the Cat
carry : Bifcayner by Land, Gentleman by Sea, Gentleman in [pight of Devil, and {bou
Iyeft if thou Otber fayeft Thing. Here we plainly fee how much a Language is disfi-
gured, and the Senfe confounded, by a tranfpos’d and difturb’d placing of the Words: a
Fault common to all old Books written in Spani/h, as more immediately fucceeding to the
Latin Origin: a Fault likewife which Cervantes himfelf is not free from in his Galatea ;
which yet may be avoided by following the Cuftom of fpeaking : But as this Cuftom
is not founded on a perfe&t Analogy, but has for Rules many Irregularities, hence
it proceeds that there’s no fpeaking or writing with an exaét Propriety, without hav-
ing thoroughly ftudy’d the Grammar of.our Mother Tongue, as was the pratice of
the Greeks and Romans, Nations which fpoke the beft and moft accurately of any in the
whole World. But fince this is not the Ufage in Spain, there have been but very
few that have written with Purity and Correctnefs.

137. I omit that Cervantes would likewife teach us by the Mouth of Don Quixote,
that a Country or Province may have its Privileges and Immunities, without Diftinc-
tion of Perfons ; and that true Nobility, in the Opinion of all Mankind, confifts in
Virtue, and that thofe will always be moft ‘glorious who make themfelves illuftrious
by Worthy, Generous and Heroick Aétions. Upon which Subjett in another place,
(¢) he makes an excellent Difcourfe, fhewing the difference between fome Knights and
Gentlemen, and other Knights and Gentlemen ; as likewife upon Families, Defcents and
Lineages. And Cid Hamet laughs at the (pretended) Gentility of Maritornes, a common
Servant-wench at an Inn, (r) And ‘tis faid of this geod-natur’d Creature, that fhe never
made fuch a Promife (as the had done to the Carrier of coming to Bed to him) buz fbe
perform’d it, tho' fbe bad made the Promife in the midft of a Wood and without any wit-
nefs at all.  For fbe flood much upon ber Gentility and being well-bern, and tho’ it was ber
Fortune to ferve in an Inm, fhe thought it no Difgrace, fince notbing but Croffes and Necef-
Sity bad brought ber to it.

138. Neither did Cervantes fpare the Great Dons of his Time, tho® he rally’d them
Covertly for the'r Neglect of, and Difregard they fhew’d to, Men of Wit and Ingenuity.
This Satire is very fevere, and requires a particular attention. Cervantes admirably well
fets out a falfe Humanift (one whom we commonly call a Pedant) and makes him draw
two (/) very pleafant Pi€turesof himfelf, in which he exhibits a moft ridiculous Idea of
his own Works : This occafions Don Quixote to fay 5 But, under favour, Sir, pray tell
me, fhould you bappen to get a Licerfe to publifb your Books, wbhich I fomewbat doubr,
Whom will you titch upon for your Patrons? Ob, Sir, anfwerd the Author, there are
Lords and Grandees enow in Spain, fure, that I may Dedicate to.  Truly, not many, faid
Don Quixote ; there are, indeed, feveral whefe Merits dejerve the Praife of a Dedication,
but very few whofe Purfes will reward the Pains and Ciility of the Autkor. I muft con-
fefss I know a Prince (a Compliment to Don Pedro Fernandez de Cafiro, Count of Lemos)
whyfe Generofity may make amends for what is wanting in the reft 5 and that to fuch a degree

that

* e would fay, We fhall foon fee who will carry the Cat to tlie Water, (i.e. who will have the
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shat fbeuld I make bold to come to Particulars, and fpeak of bis Great Merits, it would be
enough to flir up Bnvy in many a noble Breaff. Of long ftanding therefore, and as it
were hereditary, in Spain, isthe little Notice taken of, or rather the Contempt fhewn
to great Writers.  For which reafon one has fought for a Mecznas out of it: And ano-
ther being aske, why he repented of having done honour to the Memory of fo many
Perfons, made Anfwer: (¢) Becaufe they think, that the Celebrating their Praifesisa Debt
due to them, and that there’s no Merit in doing one’s Duty. They claim it as a Right,
wbhereas, it is certainly rather a Favour, and no fmall one neither. And therefore a certain
Author, took a prudent and a pleafant Courfe, when in the Second Edition of bis Works, be
put bis Dedication among the Errata, and wrote, dele THe DepIcATION.

139. No lefs prudent has Cervantes thewn himfelf in Things of common Life. In
Sancho he characterizes very naturally, all Talkative, Prating People, making him tell
a Story exceedingly well adapted for repreenting the Idea of a troublefome Talker like
thofe we meet with every Day. (#) And becaufe in Company and Converfe of Mankird,
there is no greater Impertinence than that of a Ceremonious Perfon, who pretends to be
more mannerly and well-bred than ordinary, the Aim of that Story is levell’d at the
Error of thofe who fondly imagine the very Effence of good Manners, to confift ina
ftrict Obfervance of fuch Fooleries.

140. Neither did Cervantes approve of Clergymens lording it as they do in Noble-
mens Families: and againft this he made (x) a ftrenuous Sermon.

141. Cervantes was greatly offended at the Infolence of the Players of his Time,
efpecially the King’s Players, who were in fuch” high Favour at Court, and had fuch
Intereft in Great Mens Families, that they wou’d fometimes commit Murder, and yet
go unpunifht, infomuch that they were become a publick Nuifance. () He accord-
ingly fets >em forth in their proper Colours.

142. Neither did the Diftribution of Governments and Offices of Judicature go un-
cenfur'd by our Author. And therefore he makes Don Quixote fay, (for none but a
Madman or an Ideot dare to fay fuch Things) W (z) are convinced by a variety of In-
flances that neither Learning nor any other Abilities are very material to a Governor.
Have we not a Hundred of them that can fearce read a Leiter, and yet they Govern as
Joarp as fo many Hawks. Their main Bufinefs is only to mean twell, and to refolve to do
their beft 5 for they can’t want able Counfellors to inflruét them. Thus thefe Governcrs who
are Men of the Sword, and no Scholars, bave their Affeffors on the Bench to direit themn.
My Counfel 1o Sancho jball be, that be neither take Bribes, nor lofe bis Privileges, with
fome other little Infiructions, which I bave in my Head for bim, and which at a proper time
1 will communicate, both to bis private Advantage, and the Publick Good of the Ifland be
is to Govern. In this Don Quixote alludes to the two Inftructions which he intended to
give, and did afterwards give Sancho Panza, one of a Political or Publick Nature for
the well Governing his Ifland ; (2) and the other Oeconomical for Governing his own
Perfon and Family ; both of ’em highly worthy to be read and practis’d by every good
Governor and Father of a Family. And now I’'m fpeaking of Goverrors, [ can’t
but take notice of what Sancko faid when (&) they were talking with the Dutchefs, what

Vor. IL. i they

(t) Gracian in El Criticdn. Parte II1. Crif. 6. Gu) Part IL ch. 31. (x)Ibid. (3) Part L. ch. 11.
(z) Part Il. ch. 32. (a) Ibid. ¢h. 42, and 43. (b) Ibid. ch. 33.
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they thouw’d do with Dapple, whether he fhou'd be left behind or go along with his
Mafter Sancbo to his Government, Adad, Madam, faid Sancho, I bave known more
Affes than one go 10 Governments before now, therefore *iwill be no mew T bing for me to
carry minve. ‘The fame Sancho (c) argues very fhrewdly in the -Matter of Hunt-
ing which he denys to be fit for any but idle Companions, and not at all for Gover-
nors who fhould be better employ’d, confirming his Opinion by natural reafon, the
fame which mov’d the wife King Alpbonfo to fay, (d) That beought not (fpeaking of a
King) to be at fuch Expences in Hunting as to make bim lefs able to do the Good be ought,
nor to indulge bimfelf fo much in that Pafiime, as to binder bis minding National Affairs.

143. It wowd fwell toa large Volume, were we to difplay at full the true Reafoxz and
Ground of this Fi¢titious Hiftory ; and yet more, if we were to fpeak of fome Perfons
who believe themfelves charaleriz’d in the Myfterious part thereof.  But fince
Cervantes was fo cautious as to fhroud his Ideas under the Veil of Fiction; let us
leave thofe Conftructions to the Curious Obfervations of the Readers: and let us fol-
low the advice of Urganda the Unkhown, Not to pryinto other Pegples Lives, but to pafs
by without Stopping when we come 1o a Place we can’t fec or make our way through.

144. Only as for what concerns Don Quixote, 1 can’t pafs over in filence that they
are very much miftaken who take Don Quixote de la Mancha to be a Reprefentation of
Charles the Vth, without any other Foundation than their fancying it to be fo, or their
defiring it thould be fo. Cervantes revered, as he ought, the Memory of a Prince of
fo many and fuch Heroick Virtues ; and he oftentimes mentions him with the greateft
Refpe¢t. No lefs miftaken are fuch as imagine our Author, to have drawn, in Don
Quixate, the Pilture of Den Francifto Gomez de Sandeval i Roxas, then Duke of Lerma,
afterwards Cardinal-Priet, with the Title of Sa» Sixto, by eletion of PaulV, the
26th of March, 1618, This Thought I fay is by no means to be credited ; for the Duke
of Lerma being then Prime Minitter,” Cervantes wouw'd not have dared to have made fo.
flagrant a Mockery of him, which might have coft him fo dear ; nor wou’d he have de-
dicated the Second Part of it to the Cond? de Lemes, an intimate Friend of the Duke’s.

145. To go about to fpeak of the Tranflations which have been made of the Hi&
tory of Don Quixote, would be enlarging too much on this Subject. 1 fhall only fay,
in order to fatisfy in fome meafure the Curiofity of the Readers, that Lorenzo Franci-
¢fini, a Florentine, a Man that greatly lov’d and well deferv’d of the Spanifh Tongue,
tranflated it into fzalian, and publithed it at Penice, Anno 1622, omitting the Verfes,
which being afterwards done by Alexandro Adimaro, a Florentine likewife, he a fecond
Time publith’d the fame Tranflation, at Fenice, Anno 1625, in 8vo. printed for
Andrés Baba. 1 owe this Knowledge to Don Nicbolas Antonio, and read it in his dpunta-
mientos Manufcritos (his Manufcript Notes) where he fays he had received his Informa-
tion from ILlorence, from his Friend Antonio Magliabequi. The fame Hiftory was
tranflated into French, and publifh’d at Paris in 1678, in 2 Vol. in 12ves. afterwards
in Englifb and other Languages. But there’s as much Difference between the Original
and the Tranflations, as between real Life and a Picure. Don RQuixote faid, nor did
he fay amifs : (¢) Tbat Tranflating out of one Language into another, unlefs it be out of the
Jearned Tongues, the Greck and Latin, is juft like looking on the wrong fide of a Flemifh

Tapefiry,
(<) Part Il. ¢h. 34. (d) Law 2.Tit. 5. Part'1I, (¢) Part 11 ch. 62, F_ﬂ U
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Tapefiry, where tho' the Figures may be feen, yet are they full of Threads and Ends which
bide their Beauty, that appears with Plainnefs and Smootbnefs on the other Side. He added,
That tranflating out of eafy Languages argues neither Wit nor Stile, no more than Copying
out of one Paper into another : As for the lawer Part of this Period relating to Tranfla-
ting out of Eafy Languages, this muft be underftood of thofe Books whofe chief perfec-
tion confifts not in Stile, for when the Beauty of Dition runs thro® a whole Work fo
confpicuoufly and advantageoufly as in this of Don Quixote, it is impoffible for a Tran-
flation to keep up to the Original. It may not be amifs, upon this occafion, to relate
A true Story. It is well known in England how ingenious and celebrated a Poet Mr.
Row was. He went one Day to pay his Court to the Earl of Oxford, Lord High
“T'reafurer ot England, who aske him if he underftood Spani/h well ? He anfwer’d, No, he
did not; but, thinking that his Lordfhip might intend to fend him into Spain on fome
Honourable Commiffion, he prefently added, that in a fhort Time he did not doubt
he thou’d be able both to underftand it and fpeak it: The Earl approving of what he
faid, Mr. Row took his leave, and immediately retired out of Town to a private
Country-Farm. As he was a Perfon of quick Parts, within a few Months he learn’t
the Spani/b Tongue, and then waited again on the Earl, to give him an account of his
Diligence. My Lord asking him if he was fure he underftood it thoroughly, and Mr.
Row anfwering in the Affirmative, the Earl burft into an Exclamation: How Happy
are You, Mr. Row, that can enjoy the pleafure of Reading and Underfianding the Hiflory
of Don Quixote in the Original! The Poet remained no lefs confounded at thefe Words,
than the Memory of Cervantes was honoured by them. *

146. While Cervantes was preparing the Continuation of the Hiftory of Don Quixote,
he diverted himfelf in writing fome Novers, which he publifhi’d under this Title,
Exemplary Novels of Michael de Cervantes Saavedra, printed at Madrid, by John de la
Cuelta, Anno 1613. in 4t0,

147. There are twelve of thefe Novers: and their Titles are: * THe LITTLE
Girsey. THE LIBERAL Lover. RinconeTE anND CorrapiLro. The
Spanisu-EngrisH Lapy. Tue Grass Doctor. THE Force of Broop. *
Toz Jearous EsTREMapurRan, THE JipLusTrRIOUuS SERVANT-maID. Tur
Two MaipeN Lapies. Tue Lapv Corneria. * THe Decritrur Mar-
Ri1ace. * Tue Diarocue oF THE Does.

148. Cervantes was fo juftly fatisfy’d with thefe Novels, (fome of which, fuch asRix-
coNeTE and CorTADILLO, and others, he had written fome Years before) (f) that
in his Dedication of themh to the Count de Lemos, he goes fo far asto fay: 2our Excel-
lency will pleafe to be informed that I fend you, (¢ho’ I1don’t love Tale-bearing) twelve T ALES,
wbich if they bad not been coin’d in the Mint of my Brain, might prefume to place themfelves
upon a level with the Beft. But it is very proper to relate here what Cervantes propos’d
by thefe Novels, in order to judge the better of the Cenfure pafled on them by the

Arragonian writer,
i2 149. After

* Mr. Row fhoi’d have writ another Farce calld the Biter, and dedicated it to my Lord and feen

swhat that wou’d have done.
% Thofe Markt with a * were tranflated and publif’d forme Years ago by the Tranflator of this Life,

(f) Part 1. ch. 4.
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149. After Cervantes had faid, that if in the Hiftory of Don Quixote, he had foli-
cited Pompous Commendatory Verfes, it had fared better with him, he goes on thus:
And therefore I tell thee (once more amiable Reader) that of thefe NovELs which I now offer
thee, thou canf} in no wwife make a Ragoo of Gibblets 5 becaufe they bave neither Feet, nor
Head, nor Inwards, nor any Thing like ’em. I mean, that the Amorous Expreffions which
thou wilt find in fome of ’emy are fo chafte, fo innocent, fo temper’d with Rational and
Cbriftian-like Difcourfe, that they cannot raife either in the unwary or wary Reader, the
leaft corrupt Ideas. I call "em ExempLARY, and, if thou mindeft it, there is not any
one of them from whence there may not be drawn fome Ufeful Example. And were it not
Jor fear of being Prolix, I wou’d fhew thee the Savoury and Wholfome Fruit that may be
gatbered, cither from each of them feparately, or from all of *em together. My Intention
bas been to et before the Publick a Truck-Table whereon every one may Play, without dan-
ger of the Barss I mean without danger either to the Soul or Body; for lawful and agree-
able Exercifes ratber do Good than Hurt. They certainly do 5 for People are not always at
Church. They are not always in their Oratories s always upon their Knees. Neither are
they always engag’d in Bufinefs, bowever great their Abilities may be. There are Times
of Recreation wherein the tired Mind muft reft itfelf, and the exbaufled Spirits be recruited.
For tbis purpefe are Groves planted, Fountains fet a running, Hills levelld, and Gar-
dens curioufly cultivated.  One thing I may fafely affirm, that if I thought that the reading
tb'eft Novels wou’d excite any evil Defire or Thought in the Breaft of the Reader, I wouw’d
Jooner bave bad my Hand cut off than bave publiflyd them. It does not fuit one of my Xears
to make a Jeft of the other Forld 5 being now om the wrong Side of Sixty-four. To this
Work, as I was prompted by Inclination, fo I fet every Engine of my Fancy at work to
make it pleafes and I'm not a little proud to fay I am the firf} that ever writ Novels in
tbe Spanith Tongue 5 for, of all the innumerable Novels which are printed in Spanith, there's
sot one but what’s tranflated out of other Languages; whereas thefe are entirely my own
Invention, not borrow'd, imitated, or floln from Foreigners or Natives. My Fancybegot’em 5
my Pen brought ’em forth, and in the Arms of the Prefs they are mow to receive their
Growth. . ... Only take this along with thee, gentle Reader, that as I bave taken the
liberty to dedicate thefe Novels to the Great Condé de Lemos, they contain a certain bidden
Myftery, which enbances their Value. This Myftery is a Myftery to me, tis a Secret
1 cannot arrive at: Let thofe decypher it who can. As for all the reft we clearly un-
derftand the Motive Cervantes had to call his Novels by the name of Exemplary, Not-
withftanding all this, the Slanderous Arragonian began his Prologue or Preface in this
Manner: The whole Hifiory of Don Quixote being as it were a Comedy, it neither can nor
ought to go without a PRoLOGUE : And therefore this Second Part of bis Atchicvements is
ufbered in by One not o Cackling, nor Affronting to the Reader, as that which Michael de
Cervantes Saavedra prefixt to bis firft Part, and of a much more bumble Nature than that
awith which be feconded it in bis NoVELS, wbich are ratker Satyrical than Exemplary.

150. Let us not mind his beftowing on a Preface fo juftly admir’d the Epithet of
Cackling, thereby comparing his Impertinence with Cervantes’s excellent Performance.
Neither let us heed his talking of Cervantes's affronting his Readers in a Prologue, where-
in there’s not the leaft Word faid againft em. What vext this Envious Man was Cer-
wanies's faying he was the firft that invented and writ Novels in the Spanih Tongue.

Let’s
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Let’s hear what Lowuis Gaitan de Vozmediano fays: In the Preface to his Tranflation of
the Firft Part of the bundred Novels of M. John Baptift Giraldo Cinthio, printed at
Toledo by Pedro Rodriguez, Anno 1590. in 4to. fpeaking of Novels ftrictly fuch, that
is to fay, if I take him right, certain Fictions of Love-adventures, written in Profe and
arifully contriv’d to divert and infiruft the Readers, according to the learned Huetius's
definition ; he proceeds thus: Altho> bitherto this fort of Books bave been but littlé known
in Spain for want of tranflating thofe of Italy and France ; yet it may not be long &er fome-
body will take a fancy to Tranflate *em for their Diverfion, nay, perbaps fince they fee ’em
Jo much admir'd Abroad, they may do what no Spaniard ever yet attempted ; that is,
compofe Novels of their own. Which if once they bend their Minds to, they will perform
better than cither the French or ltalians, efpecially in fo fortunate an Age as the prefent.
And it fell out accordingly ; for Cervantes wrote fome Novels with that Ingenuity,
Wit, Judgment and Elegance as may vie with the Beft, not confining the name of
Novel to Amorous Fables, but taking for his Subje@ any Thing that is capable of di
verting his Readers Minds without endangering their Morals. Lopé de Vega was fo far
from contradicting this, that he before had commended the Invention, Graces and Style
of Cervantes, when in his Dedication to his Firft Novel he faid: Here (in Spain) are
Books of NOVELS 5 fome tranflated from the ltalians, and others of Spanith Growth ; in
awhich Michael Cervantes bas not been deficient either in matter of Style or Beautiful Sen-
timents, But becaufe this very fame thing fpoke by Cervantes in the Simplicity of his
Heart, rais’d the Envy of the Detraétor, hetax’d his Preface as arrogant and affuming ;
and his Novels as more Satyrical than Exemplary, alluding, doubtlefs, to thofe two
Novels The Glafs Doétor (Licenciapo ViprierA) and the two Dogs (Los Pernos,
Scirio 1 BrRacanza) of which the latter merited the Approbation of Peter Danicl
Huetius, (g) than whom France never produc’d a more learned Man ; and the former,
if T judge aright, is the very Text from whence Quevedo took the Hints of his Satyri-
cal Lectures againtt all forts of Men.

151, Laftly, as for intituling the Novels, Exemplary, to {peak my Mind freely, I
fhou’d not have call’d them by that Name ; and in this I have the Concurrence of Lopé
de Vega, who in concluding his Commendation of Cervantes’s Novels, adds: (b) 7 con-
fefs they are Books of excellent Entertainment, and might bave beeis Exemplary, as fome of
Valdelo’s Hiflories : but then they fbould bave been over-look’d by [ome learned Men, or at
leaft old Courtiers, experienced in Affairs, and converfant in Apbori/ms and notable Senten-
ces.  But in order to pafs a Cenfure on the Title which Cervantes gave his Novevs, it
was neceffary to prove that it was not fuitable thereto. But this was not an Undertaking
for our Arragonian Cenfurer, who ought to have obferv’d Cervantes’s Explanation, and
have taken this thort Leflon of Mafter Alexio Venegas: (i) Recapitulating (fays he) thefe
three Species of Fables, I fay that the Mythologic Fable is a Difcourfe, which with pom-
poufnefs of Language fits forth fome Secret of Nature or Piece of Hiftory.  The Apologic
is an Exemplary Figure of Diftourfe, wherein the Intention of the Fabulift muft appear
%0 be the Inflituting of Good Morals. The Milefian Fable is a vain and idle Raving
without any Edification cither of Virtue or Learning, and contriv’d purely to amufe and

' befor

(g) Letter of the Origin of Romances. (b) Dgdication of bis Firft Nevel to Senora Maria Leo-

narda. (i) In bis Expofition of Momus, Concluf, z.
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befot thofe of a fhallew Fudgment or lewd Inclinations. Now Cervantes, leaving the My-
thologic Fable to the ancient Poets; and the Milefian to fhamelefs abandon’d Writers,
Ancient and Modern; he pitch’d upon the Apologic or Exemplary. And that this may
be fully underftood, let us again hear this half-witted Reprover, who may perhaps
give us Occafion to defend Cervantes with fomething new. Let bim, (fays he, fpeak-
ing of Cervantes) content bimfelf with bis (k) Galatea, and bis Comedies in Profe ; for thefe
are the utmoft of bis Novels: and let bim ceafe to tire our Patience any longer. That
Comep1Es fhould be written in Profe, is no Wonder; for the Greck and Latin ones
are almoft all of ’em written in Jambic Verfe, fo much refembling Profe, as often-
times to be fcarce dithinguithable from it. And the beft Comedies we have in Spain,
namely Tue CecestiNa, and Evenrosina are both written in Profe. Of the
CeresTina the learned Author of the Dialogue of the Languages fays, that excepting
fomc Words lmpropcrly ufed, and fome other Latin ones, it is his Opinion, Theres
%0 Book written in the Spanith Tongue, whercin the Language is more natural, more pro-
per, or more elegant. And fince him, Cervantes has faid, () that it was @ Book in bis
Opinion Divine, bad it [pcke more covertly of Things Humane: Both of ’em Judgments,
which according to mine, totally quadrate likewife with Tue Evenrosina. How-
ever, I can’t but own that amidft the Purity of Stile in this latter, there are Abun-
dance of Pedantic Allufions which greatly cloy the Tafte of the Readers.

152. That Novels thou’d be Comedies, is not much ; fince a Novel being a Fable,
it is neceflary it fhou’d be fome one of the Species of Fable, and in my Judgment
it may be any of ’em, as may be obferv’d in the fubfequent Induction; wherein I
fhall make ufe of the Examples of Cervantes fo far as they reach the Cafe, to the
intent that it may be feen that he was a perfect Mafter in almoft all the Species
or Kinds of Fabulous Compofition.

153. AllFasue isFiction,and all Fi&ion is Narration, either of Things which have not
happen’d, but were poflible and might have happen’d ; or of Things which never happen’d,
nor were poffible to happen. 1f the Narration is of Things merely poffible, and due Re-
gard be had to the Likenefs and Proportion between the Thing feigned and the Thing
defign’d to be inculcated, it is call’d a ParaB LE, of which the Holy Writings are full,
as likewife the Book compos’d by the Infante Don Jobn Manuel in his incomparable ConpEe
Lucanor. And if we regard the Invention, it is call’d a Nover: a Name which in
this Signification is not very ancient in Spain. But if the Narration is of impoffible
Things, it is call'd an AroLocGUE, fuch as the FaBLEs of ZEsop and of PusEDRUS.
In which fort of Compofition we are to take notice, that tho’ the Hypothefis be impol-
fible, when once its Agents or Parties are fuppos’d to exift, the Propriety and Cuftoms
of the Perfons feigned mult be obferved with Verifimilicude, keeping clofe to the Na-
ture of Things throughout the whole. This Invention is of fo great Ufe and Benefit,
that we find it praétis’d in the Holy Scripture: for in the (m) Book of Fudges we read that
the Trecs held a Confultation to chufe a King over them. Some of whom refus’d to
accept of the Royalty: The Olive-Tree, becaufe he would not leave his Fatnefs ; the
Fig-Tree, becaufe he would not forfake the Sweetnefs of his Fruit; the Vine, becaufe

he

(#) In bis Preface beforecited. (1) In the Verfes of the Poet Entreverad t to Do e
() Chap, 1X. {:r f ) f 41 ado prefixt to Don Quixote
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he would not leave his Wine, which was fo cheering: But when the Trees came to
the Bramble and made the fame Offer, the Bramble not only accepted of it, but
threaten’d, in cafe they did not make him King, he wou'd fet fire to the Cedars of
Lebanon. We likewife read in the Fourth Book of Kings, (n) that Feboafh King of'
Ifrael fent to Amaziab King of Fudab, that he thould content himfelf with the Vi&o-
ries he had obtained and tarry at home and not meddle any further to his hurt, for
fear That fhould befal him which had befaln the Thiftle which fent to the Cedar that
was in Lebanon, demanding his Daughter in Marriage for his (the Thiltle’s) Son ; and
at the time that he was making this Propofal, paffed by a wild Beaft that was in
Lebanon, and trod down the Thiftle, whilft with fo much Arrogance he was afpiring
to be joint Father-in-law with the Cedar. This being fuppos’d, we may hold for an
Apologue Tre NoveL ofF THE Docs, wherein Cervantes introduces an agreeable Di-
alogue between Scipio and Braganza, two Dogs belonging to the Refurrettion- Hofpital
at Valladolid. ;

154. As for NoveLs, fpecially fo called ; they are compos’d either of Things merely
poffible, as almoft all of ’em are; or of real Accidents, as the NoveL oF THE
CavpTive does in a great Meafure, and fo Cervantes fays himfelf. (o) But then the
Plot and Unravelling is not true, for therein confifts the NoveL or FasLE.

155. The Feigning of Things poflible, either propofes the Imitation of a perfect
Idea, the beft that can be conceiv’d according to the illuftrious Actions which are to
be heighten’d dnd made grand ; or an Idea of Civil Life, that may more eafily be re-
duced to Praftice ; or elfe of the Defects of Nature or of the Mind, whether to repre-
hend them, or to ridicule them, or to recommend them to Imitation ; for the Malig-
nity of human Wit and the Profligacy of fome Mens Principles will not ftick even to
go that Length.

156. If the FagLe propofes a very perfeGt Idea, it is call’d Eropeya, which re-
prefents in a florid, majeftick and fublime Manner the glorious Acions of Perfons en:i-
nent in the Arts of Peace or War, with a View to excite Admiration in the Readers
Minds, and to prompt them to imitate fuch Heroick Virtues. Homer’'s IL1ap and
Opysse'e are of this nature.

¥57. Antonius Diogenes, who, as Photius (p) the Patriarch of Confiantinople, conjeCtures,
lived not long after Alexander the Great, wrote a Novel of the Travels and Loves of
Dinias and Dercilis, which is a wifible Imitation of Ulyfies’s Travels and Amours with
Calypfo. The Novel of the Eibiopicks, Written by Heliodirus Bifhop of Tricca in
Theflaly, was likewife an Imitation of Homer’s Odyffee; as well as the Amours of
Clitopbon and Leucippé lefs chafte than the other : Its Author was Achilles Tatius, who,
according to Szidas was alfo a Bifhop. And that our Age might not be without a
Novellift in Homer’s manner, M. Fenelon, Archbithop of Cambray, wrote with won-
derful Ingenuity in a Poetic Stile, The Adventures of Telemachus: Laftly, (noc to de-
part from Cervantes) TrHe TROUBLES oF PERSILES AND SiGi1smMuNDA are clearly
an Imitation of Homer’s Opysst'e and Heliodorus’s ATnH1orics, which Cervanies:
intended to vie with ; and as he made it the Object of his Competition, fo in my
Opinion he had excelled it, if he had not, out of the overflowing of his Wit, inter-

ming!

(n) Chap. X1V, v. 8, (o) Part 1. ch. 38. at the End. (p) In Biblistheca, J

-
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mingled fo many Epifodes which disfigure and drown the Conftitution and Propor-
tion of the Members of the principal Fable. But then this very Fault has a fingular
Prerogative and Advantage, which is, that many of thefe Epifodes are fo many
Tracepies, wherethe Acion is One, and the Perfon Illuftrious, and the Stile fuit-
able to the Grandeur of the Aétion, and nothing wanting to the Compofition of a
complete Tragedy, but a Dramatick Difpofition, the Chorus and the Apparatus of the
Scenery.

158. THe FaBLE oF Don QuixoTE pE LA MaNcHA imitates the IL1ap: Thatis
to fay, if Auger be a Species of Madnefs,in which Cafe I make no difference between
Achilles Angry and Don Quixote Mad. Asthelrrap isan Heroick Fable writ in Verfe,
fo the NoveL or Don Quixote is one in Profe, for Epicks may be as well writ in Profe
as in Verfe, as(q) Cervantes fays himfelf,

159. If a NovEeL propofes an Idea of Civil-Life with its artificial Plot and ingenious
Solution, itis a Play, and fuch I take to be almoft all Cervantes’s Novels ;5 and many of
them have been turned into Plays and really ated upon the Stage, after being put into a
Theatrical Form.

160. 1i th eLife whicha Novew reprefents is Paftoral, it will be called EcLocuk with
all the propriety of Specch thatcanbe: And fo Cervantes called his GaLaTEA. Let us
now fee how well the ignorant Arragonian’s Words will fquare,  Let bim (fays he fpeak-
ing of Cervantes,) be coxtent with bis GALATEA, and bis PLaYSs in Profe, for thefe are the
utmofl of bis Novers. I am very certain his Oracle Lopé de Vega would not have faid
this, fince in his Dedication of the Nove! Defdichado Por La Honra (Unfortunate for be-
ing Honourable) He has declared it to be his Opinion, that NovEeLs have the fame Pre-
cepts as Pravys.

161. If Manners are chaftized with an open Acrimony and a great feverity of Tem-
per, the NoveL will bea SATIRE, as La GitaniLia (Thelittle Gypfie; ) RINCONETE
anp CorTapinro, (Two Scoundrels, fo call’d;) Tue Grass-DocTor, and THE
Docs Scir1o AND BrRacaNz A, which are four moft ingenious Satires, refembling, as
one may well guefs, thofe compofed by Parro, intituled MeNIPPEAN, in reference to
Menippus a Cynick Philofopher handling very folemn Matters ina merry waggifh Stile.
Tue LitTLz Gyrsikis a difclofure and reprehenfion of the Ways and Manners of Gyp-
fies, no better than Thieves and Robbers, (7) always 'profecuted but never deftroyed.
RincoNETE AND CORTADILLO, is a Satyrical Reprefentation of the Thievith Life, ef-
pecially that of Cut-purfes; which we (Spaniards) call Gasuna (Cattifh.) The Licen-
crapo VIDRIERA, (Glafi-Doflor) is a Cenfure, in general, ofall Vices whatever, THE
Nover oF Tae Dogcs is an Invective againft the abufes which are in the Profeflion of
various Trades, Bufinefles, and Employments.

162, If the Masners, Cuftoms or A¢tions are exhibited in a ridiculous Light, the
Novec becomes then an EnTREMES, (an Interlude, or Entertainment as we now call ’em)

of

(g) Part II. ck. 47. at the End. (r) Salteaddr, is the Spanifp Word, and meansa Highwayman,
rom Saltare to Leap, Stevens fays, becaufe they come unexpedled as if they Yeap’d on a Man. 1aminclin'd
12 think the Word comes from Saltus, as that IVord fignifies a Foreft or Thick Wood, where fuch Peo-
ple barbour. I hape the Reader wwill excufe this Piece of Pedantry as fome may think it. The reafon of
my inferting thisfuppe'd devivationof mine will appear prefently,



MicuAEL DE CERVANTES SAAVEDRA. %3

of which kind of Compofition, as I will fhew in its due Place and Time, Cervantes has
left useight Pieces, and in the Four NovEews juft now named, there’s a good deal of this ;
and even in Don QuixoTeE likewife.

163. Of the lewd Models or Patterns of the Vices, reprefenting them as agreeable and
pleafing, as is faid to have been done by the ancient and well loft Stear1TICK NOVELS,
and is ftill feen in the MiLEsIAN, Cervantes would not leave us any Example, becaufe
it cou’d have been no good one.

164. Butthat we may not want any Idea ofthe Fasvra (/) SarTica (Saltick Fable)
if we may call by that Name, that which is faid to have been invented or at leaft made ufe of
by our(?)Countryman Lucan ; Cervantes hasleftit us in hisL1TTLE GyPpsy, &c. as hehas
alfo done of the FasuLa PsaLTica, (v) which we may call CanTicLEs, or, (if you
will) Sing-fong Fables ; of which kind, our Author had compofed (as he tells us himfelf
in his Poyage to Parnaffius) an infinite Number ; among which many muft certzinly have
been anfwerable to the greatnefs of his Wit and Genius ; and I could my felf point out fome
incomparable good ones : particularly that which begins E# Iz Corte ¢fta Cortes, is inmy
Mind vaftly pretty.

165. A skillful Inventor, like Cervantes, knows how to make an agreeable mixtureot
all thefe Species of Fables, as well with Regard to the Charaéters of the Perfons, and
the Manners, as in refpect of the Stile, by appropriating it to the Subject treated
of. And hereto alluded the Canon of Toleds, that is, Cervantes himfelf, when he faid:
¢ (x) Notwithftanding all the harm he had fpoken of thofe Books (Romances orNovels)
¢ yet he found one good Thing in them, which was, the Subje¢t they furnitht a2 Man
¢ of Underftanding with to exercife his Parts, becaufe they allow a large fcope for
<¢ the Pen to dilate without any Check, defcribing Ship-wrecks, Storms, Skirmifhesand
¢ Battles; reprefenting to us a Brave Commander, with all the Qualifications requifite
¢ in fuch a one, thewing his Prudence in difappointing the Defigns of the Enemy, his
¢ Eloquence in perfuading or diffuading his Soldiers, his judgment in Council, his
¢ Celerity in Execution, and his Valour in Affailing, or repulfingan Aflault; laying before
¢ us fometimes a difmal and melancholy Accident, fometimes a delightful and unexpected
““ Adventure ; inone Place, a beautiful, modeft, difcrete and referv’d Lady ; in another, a
¢¢ Chriftian-like, brave and courteous Gentleman ; here, a boifterous, inhuman, boafting
‘“ Ruffian; there, an affable, warlike and wife Prince ; lively expreffing the Fidelity and
¢ Loyalty of Subjetts, Generofity and Bounty of Sovereigns. Fle may no lefs, at
¢ Times, make known his Skill in Aftrology, Cofmography, Mufic and Policy ; and
¢ if he pleafes, he cannot want an Opportunity of appearing knowing even in Ne-
¢ cromancy. He may defcribe the fubtilty of Ulyfes 5 the Piety of A&neas; the Valour
«« of Achilles ; the Misfortunes of Heflor; the Treachery of Sinmon; the Friendthip of
¢ Euryalus; the Liberality of dlexander 5 the Bravery of Cefar ; the Clemency and Sin-

Vor. L. k < cerity

(/) I don’t remember to have met with this Fabula Saltica defore now. I fuppsfe as Saltus
means a Wood or Foreft, fo Saltica may fignify the fame as Sylvatica a Fore®t-Fable, ¢r g Fable re-
lating to /iecb as live a Vagrant Life in Ferefls, like the .vaﬁes, who are the Subject of Cervantes’s Nigrel
of the Little Gypfy. Lucan wrote feveral Books(which are loft) call’d, fome [ay, Sylvee, cthers Laurce s
and tbe{: are what this Spanifh ‘Biographer muft mean by Fabula™ Saltica, not a dancing Fable,

fromSaltare. (+) Lucan the Author of the Pharfalia was bern at Corduba in Spain. (v) Frem the Latin
or rather Greek Plallo to fing, or play on an Infirument.  (x) Part I ¢ch, 47. and 48,
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«« cerity of Trajan the Fidelity of Zopyrus; the Prudence of Cafo; and in fine, all thofe
< Adions which make up a complete Hero, fometimes attributing them all to one Per-
¢ fon, and other Times dividing them among many. This being fo perform’d in
a grateful Style, and with ingenious Invention, approaching as much as pofible to
«¢ Truth, will doubtlefs compofe fo beautiful and variousa Work, that, when finifht,
its Excellency and Perfcétion muft attain the beft End of Writing, which is at once
¢ toDelight and Inftruct, as I have faid before ; for the loofe Method practis’d in thefe
«¢ Books, gives the Author Liberty to play the Epic, the Lyrick, and the Dramatick
¢« Poct, and to run thro’ all the other Parts of Poctry and Rhetorick ; for Epicks may
< be as well writ in Profe as in Verfe. You are much in the right, Sir, reply’d the
«¢ Curate; and therefore thofe who have hitherto publifh’d Books of that kind, are the
« more to be blam’d, for having had no Regard to good Senfe, Art, or Rules; by
< the obfervation of which, they might have made themfelves as famous in Profe, as the
¢t Two Princes of Greek and Latin Poetry are in Verfe. I muft confefs faid the Ca-
« non, (who by the way is Cervantes bimfelf as I bave already faid) 1 was once tempted
<t towrite 2 Book of Knightly Adventures myfelf, obferving all thofe Rules ; and to
<t fpeak the Truth, I writ above a hundred Pages, which for a better Tryal, whe-
¢ ther they anfwered my Expectation, I communicated to fome Learned and Ju-
¢« dicious Men fond of thofe Subjeéts, as well as to fome of thofe ignorant Perfons,
« who only are delighted with Extravagancies; and they all gave me a fatisfactory
¢t Approbation.”

Among thefe ignorant Perfons he muft not have confulted the Arragonian Cenfurer,
who would have confidered that he who knew fo well the Precepts of the Art of No-
vel-writing, when once he took Pen in Hand, wou’d not fail to comport himfelf ac-
cordingly. In my Judgment, Cervantes’s NoveLs are the beft that ever were written
in Spain; as well in Regard to the fharpnefs and livelinefs of Invention, and the
Chaftity of Manners, as for the Art wherewith they are difpos’d, and the propriety and
fweetnefs of Stile with which they are written.

166. A Year after his Novewrs, he publifh’d a fmall Book with this Title, A Voy-
AGE TO Parnassus. Hritten by Michael de Cervantes Saavedra: Dedicated to Don Rod-
rigo de Tapia, Knight of Santiago, &c. &c. Printed at Madrid by the Widow of Alonfo
Martin. Anno 1614. in 8vo.

167. Cervantes was not a little proud of this Performance. For my Part, I think
it rather Witty than Agreeable ; not that I’ll prefume to call the Author abad Po-
ct, as Don Stepben Manuel de Villegas does, in an Epiftle to Do&or Bartholomeo de
Argenfola: ()

Thou, in the Conqueft of Mount-Helicon,

Shalt, better than Cervantes far, make One:

Nor fhall that Poetafter, for his Vein

Ot Quixotry, the Laurel’d Honours gain :
In which he alludes to Cervantes’s faying, (z) that the T'wo Brothers Leonardoes, Luper-
¢io and Bartholomeo, did not go to Parnaffus to give Battle to the bad Poets, becaufe
they were taken up at Naples in attending upon the Cosdé de Lemos,  Villegas therefore

wrefted

<

(3

-

(y) In the Eroticks, Elegia, 7. (z) Voyage to Parnaflus cb. 3.
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wrefted Cervantes’s meaning to a wrong Senfe, by converting into Satire the Circumftance
of thofe Great Wits not appearing at Parnaffus; whereas They themfelves were no doubt
well pleas’d that this turn’d out to the Honour of the Nobleman their Proteétor : efpeci-
ally knowing how Cervantes had fet a juft value on their Merit before ; having, when
they were yet but Young, greatly commended them in his (a) Galatea, and afterwards
in the fame Poyage to Parnaffus, fo far as to fay that in the very Crifis of the Battle,

Apollo, now being put upon the Fret,

Determin’d bis Latt Stake of Pow'r o fet,

And quell, with one important final Blow, .
: The obftinate Contention of the Foe.

A Poem, of a moft Refined Strain

Zhe Crucible of Barthlmeo’s Brain ”

Had late producd: Religion was its Theme :

This did not, an Efteltlels Weapon, feem

90 Pheebus. There, where the Grand Struggle lay,

Sent by the God, the Miflive cut its Way:

All Oppofition falls before it firait,

Soon as thefe Words the Warriors contemplate,

(b) Turn thy Eyes inward for a-while, my Soul, &,

168. And that which is moft to be admir’d (in proof of the Retitude of Cervantes’s
Judgment) is, his having fpoke fo much to the Advantage of the two Leonardoes, at
a Time when he had Caufe of Complaint againft them, for not doing him the good
Offices they had promis’d him, with the Condé de Lemos. (¢) Don Stephen Manuel de Vil-
legas knew all this, and yet, in Flattery to Bartholomeo Leonardo, wrencht Cervantes's
Thought awry ; and making a Comparifon of one and t'other, gave Bartholomeo the
Preference. Of which Cenfure °tis impoffible to make a right Judgment, unlefs we fpeak
with Diftin&ion, according to the feveral Species of Poefy. For inftance, in the Ver-
fification of the Arte Menor, the Judgment and Weight of Hernan Perez de Guzman,
and D. George Manrique is Marvellous ; as well as the Wit, Good-fenfe, and Graces
of Don Fobn Manuel, Hernan Megiay Gomez Manriqgue, Louis Bivero, Suarez, the
Commendary Avila, Don Dicgo de Mendoza, and a great many more, whofe Thoughts
were extremely bright, and their Language and Expreflions no lefs delightful than
noble. The Feftivity of Caftellejo is admirable ; fo is the Urbanity of Luis Galvez de
Montalvo 5 the Diction of all thefe, is chafte, intelligible, and in all refpects Agreeable.
Garci-laffo de la Vega, is the fole Mafter of Eclogue. Comedy and Tragedy, I fpeak of
Elfewhere. Of Lyric Poetry, the Prince was, he that was fo (1. e. the Titular Prince)
of Efquilacho, Don Franciféo de Borgia, who yet, in point of Erudition, came fhort of
Don Luis de Gongora ; but tho® he verfify’d finely and indeed inimitably, yet cou’d not
equal him in the Obfervation of Art and Purity of Style. Satire and Heroic Poefy
began late in Spain. Doctor Bartholmeo Leonardo de Argenfola in the former (i. e. Satire}
was a ftrit Obferver of the niceties of Art, as being exceeding well vers’d in the three
Latin Satirifts, Horace, Juvenal and Perfins, whom he rather copy’d than imitated,

k2 Don

(a) Lib.6. ( b; The firft Line of a Divine Paem, awritten by Doaélor Bartholomé Leonardo de
Argenfola. (¢) Veyage to Parnaflus, ¢b. 3.
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Don 'Framifm de Quevedo was lefs obfervant of Art, and was freer and indeed more licenti-
ous in his Reprehenfions. In every Thing he difcover’d a Mafterly Wit: But in his
Satyrical axd Cenforious Epifile againft the prefent Manners of the Spaniards written to Don
Gafpar de Guzmin, Condé de Olivarez, he lets us know that had he given a Loofe to
his natural Genius, he had out-gone the greateft Satyrifts that the World had ever
produced.  As for Heroick Poetry, I chufe rather to give Cervantes’s Judgment than
my own. He introduces the Batchelor Sampfon Carufeo fpeaking of the Famous Poets of
Spain, and makes him fay, (d) That there were but Three and a Half in all. And who
thefe Three and-a Half were, Cervantes himfelf fhall tell us.  As the Curate and Barber
were making a Search into Don Quixote’s Library, Here ccmes Three more Jor ye,
(quoth the Barber) (¢) The Araucana of Don Alonfo de Ercilla; The Aufiriada of John
Rufo, one of the Magiftrates of Cordova s axd the Monferrate of Chriftopher de Virves,
a Valentian Poet. Thefe, cry’d the Curate, are the befp Heroick Poems we bave in Spa-
nith, and may vie with the moft celebrated of Italy.  Referve *em as the moft valuable Per-
Sormances awhich Spain bas to boaft of in Pcetry. By the Half-Poet, 1 take Cervantes to
mean Himfelf; for, in the Perfon of Don Quixote, he faid of himfelf: (f) The Author
of this Sonnet, to [peak Truth, feems to be a tolerable gocd Poet, or I’ve but little Fudgment,
And he had good Reafon to fay fo; for according to the Teftimony of Mercury himfelf
he was an () excellent Inventor, and Invention is the Soul of Poetry. Inevery Thing
which he invented, he keeps ftrictly to the Rules of Propriety and Decorum. (4) Buc
as he had not that profound Learning which is requifite for Heroick Poetry; and as
the Facetioufnefs of his Genius could not confine tfelf to the rigid Precepts of fo feri-
ous an Art, he modeftly and wifely declires calling himfelf a whole Poet. Nor indeed
has he giv’'n us any Tokens of his being fo, either in his Canto oF CaLriore, (i)
or in his Vovyace To ParNassus.

169. This laft Book (written in imitation of Czfar Caporali) feems at firft View to
be an Encomium on the Spani/b Poets of his Time, but it is really a Satire on them,
as Caporali’s Poem, under the fame Title, is on the Jtalian Poets. The Author’s In-
tention difcovers itfelf in feveral Places. In one he fays (&)

And now true Eloquence began to Vanifb :
Tbis Man [poke Arabick, and that bad Spanifh,
Another Latin, &c.

In another Place he brings in (/) a mal-content Pogt, refletting upon ours, for cele-
brating fo many who had no Merit to recommend "em. The Words of this Poetafter
are quoted before in page 56.

170. To which Charge our Author makes no other Anfwer but that Mercury had
given him that Lift, and that it belong’d to Apollo, as the God of Poetry, to aflign
cach Poet the Place which their Wit and Capacity qualify’d *em for.

171, This fame Voyvace is likewife a fort of MeMoRIAL or PETITION of Michael
de Cervantes Saavedra: And as Men that have no Friends, are oblig’d, tho’ naturally
Modeft, to relate their Merits themfelves, fince they have nobody to do it for *em, he
introduces two Dialogues of his, one with Mercury, who according to ancient Mytho-
Jogy is the Meflenger of the Gods, and another with #pello, the Supreme Proteétor of

the

(d) Part II. ch. 4. (¢) Part I ¢h. 6. (f) Part L ch, 23. (g) Voyage to Parnaflus cb. 1. (b) Ibid.
b.'6. (i) See Book VL. of bis Galatca. (k) Viyage to Parnaliis, b, 3. () Toid. b, 4. (2 Ihid
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the Scicnces ; and in each of them Cervantes fpeaks what was fit thow’d be known toy
and rewarded by, the King of Spain by means of his Favourite: For thofe who are fo
are oblig’d to let their Mafters know Who are deferving of Reward or Punithment,
under the Penalty of being themfelves condemn’d to perpetual Infamy. His Fislt Dif-
courfe with Mercury runs thus:
The Nuncio-God, commanding me to rife,
Addreft me thus, in Complimental guife :

¢« Thou Protoplafi of Poets, O my Fiiead

Cervantes, tell me quickly to what end

This Wallet and this Garb?” ¢ I’m going, Sir,

A Journey to Parnaflus: Being Pcar,

I travel as you fee.” — He ftrait rejoin’d,

¢« O Thou to whom the Gods bave giv'n a Mind

¢ Rais’d above Man, above Cyllenius to0,

¢ Plenty and Honour, as they are thy Due,

¢ Be they thy Lot! for well Thou doft deferve

¢ On all Accounts. A brave old Soldier flarve !

¢ Forbid it Heav'n! I faw thee in the Fight

s¢ Lofe thy Left Hand, to immortaiize thy Right.

¢ Such rare Invention and fo bigh a Strain

«« T know Apollo gave thee not in vain.

s« Thy Works, on ROZINANTE’s Crupper laid,

¢ Are to all corners of the Earth convey'd.

“ Go on, thou bright Inventor, Genius rare,

¢ Purfue thy Paflage to Apollo’s Chair,

<« He wants thy Aid: Proceed without delay,

s¢ Left crowds of Poetafiers flop the Way:

“ Already they begin the Hill £ invade,

&« Althe’ unworthy of its very Shade.

< Arm thy felf with thy Verfes, and prepare

<« Thy Voyage to purfue beneath my Care.

¢ Thou fhalt fecurely pafs, along with me,

<« Without what's call’d Provifion for the Sea.”

172. The Speech which Cervantes made to Apollo, was on the Occafion of feeing
himfelf in Parnafus, the only Perfon that had not a Chair, nor fo much as a Stool to
fit on; alluding to the Difregard of his Wit and Parts, whereas he had been the Firft
Man of his Time that had begun to raife Poetry from its groveling low Condition.
As in this Difcourfe Cervantes mentions a great many Particulars concerning himflf ;
it is abfolutely neceffary I fhould Copy it. He fays thus: ()

Verfes, from Indignation flow fometimes,

But if the Maker’s dully dull are bis Rbimes,
Howeer, I was not in the leaft afraid

To fay what exil’d Ovid never faid:

And
(m) Cbﬂp. 4;‘
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And thus to Pheebus fpoke. ¢ Your Godfbip knows
How much your Votaries ds themfelves expofe

To the Great Vulgar and the Small: bow mean
And flender their fupport who only lean

Againft the facred Laurel Tree: O’erborne

By Ignorance and Envy, or Forlorne

And Quer-lookt, they run their wretched Race,
Nor &er attain the Good they bave in Chace.

I form’d Fair GALATEA, fo appear

In lafting Cbarms on the World's Theatre :

My Brain created ber. Tis by my Lines

The ConrFus’p Fa1r-ONE fo diftinguifbt fhines.
Pravs I compos'd, fome Comic, others Grave:
Botb fuited to the Rules which Reafon gave.

Tbe fretful, peevifh, melancholy Mind

In my Don QuixoTk prefent Eafe may find.
My Novetrs jhew'd a IWay to reconcile
Exceffive Flights with Purity of Style.

None, that I want Invention, can complain.
(And be that wants Invention, wants the Main.)
Early the Love of Verfe my Soul inflam’d,

And to pleafe Thee my whole Endeavour aim’d.
My Pen néer flew in Satir's Region yet :

I never took Scurrility for Wit

(It frets me tho'y and I lament my Fate

That I muft fland, while others fit in State.)
Old as I amy, Ive fini/bt for the Prefs

The Tale of Great PERsILES in Diftrefs,

Three Servile Low-life Subjelis I bave wrought
With all the Cbhaftity of Style and Thought.
Equal to Puyrris, my PHILENA firove

For Maftr'y with the Warblers of the Grove,

In many a pleafing Song of bappy Love,

As in the fleeting Wind my Hopes were fown,

So with the fleeting Wind my Hopes are flown,
Flatt’ry, the Vice of Beggars, I detef}:

And Fraud néer found admittance to my Breaft.
I curfe not my flort Commons ; but to keep
Standing, in fuch a Place, cuts very deep.”
Phaebus reply’d to this complaining Speech,

¢ The Ways of Heav’n are far beyond Man's Reach.

¢ To Some, Good Fortune comes by flow degrees ;
& To Qtbersy all at once.  And [0 it is

With
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s With Evil Fortune. An acquir’d Eftate »
¢ Is full as bard to Keep as *twas to Get.
Your Fortune once was made, and by your felf :
 But You, forfooth ! abominated Felf,
<< And made it fly, Imprudent as you <was !
< Qou can’t forget that this was Once your Cafe.
< Howe'er, to comfort Thee, fince Thow’rt a Wit,
< Fold up thy Cloak, and Sit thee down on It. ™
My Lord, faid I, perbaps You a’n’t aware
I bave no Cloak « That's true, quoth He, boweer
“ I'mglad to fee Thee. Virtue is a Cloak,
¢ A4 good one too. ® —— I didu't like the Foke:
I bow'd my Head, yet fill on foot remain’d :
For there’s no Place, unlefs — by Money gain'd,
Or cife by Favour. Some one of the Crowd
Utter'd the following Words, but not aloud,
Strange! that a Man fhor’d be deny'd a Seat,
So full of PuoeBus, VIRTUE, and of WiT!

173. Michael de Cervantes Saavedra fays in this MEMor1AL, that his Pen never
flew in the Region of Satire, meaning, He never wrote defamatory Libels. But this
isa very piercing SATIRE, and capable of exciting in any (not inhumane) Breaft a
compaffionate Concern to fee thus abandon’d and deftitute of Friends 2 Man, who in
the Opinion of that judicious Critic (#) Huetius, ought to be reckon’d among the beft
Wits Spain ever produced : and at the fameit ftirs up one’s Indignation againft thofe
who tho' they faw his Merit before their Eyes, yet neglected to reward it as they ought.
1 do not wonder at it; for Father Jobn de Mariana, an immortal Honour to the Soci-
ety of Jefus, writing to' Michael Fobn Vimbodi(o), a Native of the Town of Ontiniente in the
Kingdom of Falencia, who was then at the Court of Rome in the quality of Secretary to
Cardinal D. Auguftin de Efpinola, Archbifhop of San-Tiago; he fays to him: FHere
(in Spain) the Culture of bumane Learning declines every Day more and more. A5 Lite-
rature and the Sciences meet with no manner of Reward, nor indeed Refpelt, they are mi-
ferably dejetied and in a manner funk to nothing. Such Arts indeed as are Lucrative and
Sill the Coffers, are efieem’d and valw’d. This is our Cafe at prefent. For almofy every
Body makes the Worth of the Arts to be fo much Money as they'll bring : and fuch asdon’t
turnto a Pecuniary Account, are beld to be ufelefls and unneceffary. Father Mariana was
none of thofe Flatterers in all Times fo frequent, who are to the laft degree My{terious
and upon the Referve in every Thing ; they are fo tender-mouth’d they never fpeak out,
and are afraid to follow Truth too clofe at the Heels, lefp fbe fhould kick their Teeth down
their Throat. But Mariana did not ufe to mince the matter or to fpeak Things by halves
or as it were by ftealth: Not He: He could tell Philip 111 to his Face, and in the
Face of the whole World : (p) There isnone that doeth gosd to Men of Learning, nonot One :
Tbere’s no Rewward in the whole Kingdom for Scholarfbip. No manner of Refpeit fhewen to

- Good

(n) Letter of the Origin of Romances. (o) Apud Leonem Allatium in Apibus Urbanis, pag. 196,
(p) In bis Dedication of bis Hiftory of Spain.
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Good Literature, not the leat Honour paidit, Honour I fay, which is the Mother of the Arts,
Such as cultivate the Sciences, are out of the way of all Preferment: They muft take anotber
Courfe if they would keep from flarving. Some vile fordid Souls that torment themfelves
with Envy at other People’s fupcrior Parts, and are mad at feeing them publifh their
Qualifications to the World in order to be rewarded; Thefe will call by the Name
of Arrogance the moft juft Complaints into which Cervantes broke out, as hath before been
fhewn. But he might fay as another did on a like Occafion, and that was the no
lefs unbefriended than learned Don Fofeph Pelicér, (q) and not without good Reafon. Fer
why fbould not a Scholar bave the fame Liberty as a Soldier 2 Why fbould a Penman be de-
barr'd what's allow’d to a Swordfman. Every Soldier is permitted to enumerate and fet
forth with Truth the Services, Ingagements and Perils be bas been ins and this was look'd
upon by the old Romans as a commendable Virtue not Pride, and accordingly they beftow’d
on the Deferving, Military Rings, Garlands, Mural and Civic Crowns, Trophies and
publick Triumphs. Ard therefore I ought not to be thought a Boafter in particularizing
my [everal Performances and the Praifes (tho' empty ones) which they have met with, ¢/pe-
cially fince Ignorance and Slander provoke me to it by Injuries and Calumnies which are
likewife made publick. If indeed I fwerv’d from Truth, it were a Crime. But as I do not,
why fbou’d I, while I'm alive, leave the Relation of thefe Things to another Pen? The
fame thing has been practis’d by the greateft Men in Spain, Don Antonio Auguftin,
Geronimo de Zurita, Doltor Arias Montanus, Mafter Luis de Leon, Father Fobn dé
Mariana, Don Nicholas Antonio, Don Fobn Lucas Cortés. And in fhort, what great
Man has not done the fame in his Cafe and Place ? (r) St. Pau/ calls his Glorying,
Folly: but fuch a Folly as other People’s Injuftice compel a Man to, very often.
(s) In Cervantes, the Commendation of himfelf was an eafing and giving Vent to a
jult Senfe of his ill Ufage; and his Self-praifes were very allowable, confidering his
Genius : for he faid very truly, (#)
I ne’er on Trifles fought my Fame to raife,
Nor ever catch’d at Undeferved Praife :

But not meeting with it from others, thro’ the Envy they bore him, he gave them
Occafion of flill envying him more, not with any Defign to augment their Envy to
him, but purely to make manifeft the Satisfaction of his own Confcience, by reviving
a Remembrance of what he had done for the publick Service. And therefore in his
pleafant Dialogue with Pancratio of Roncevalles, which may ferve for a Comment to
Cervantes’s Speech to Apollo, he introduces the faid Pancratio asking him certain
Queftions: (x) Was you never Theatrically inclin’dy, Sefior Cervantes? Did you never
write @ Play? 2es, faid I, a great many. And were they not mine, I fhould not feruple
to pronounce them warthy of Praife, fuch were, Tur HuMOURS OF ALGIERS: (x) Nu-
MANTIA: THe GRAND SuLTANA: THE Sea-FigHT: JeErusaLEM : THe AMA-
RANT, or FLowER-GENTLE OF MAY: Tue Grove oF Love: Tue NoNe-Such :
and THe Gay ARSINDA, and feveral others which I Jorget.  But that which I fet the
greatsft Value upon, was and is, Tue Conrusep Fair-Oxg, which, (without Offence

/]
(g) In the Sincello, § 2. of the Introduction.  (v) z Corimth. xii. 11. s) The Apeflle himfelf
fays as much. (1) Voyage to Parmallus, ch. 4 : () Addition to the Voyage ta l(l’a)rnaﬂ'(trs. P#:) Ilgﬁ}}

‘road this Play in Manufiript, fays the uthor. It is writte:swith mere J ‘erifumilitude than the printed ones
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%0 any poor Brother of the Cloak and Sword that bas bitherto written for the Stage) may held
a principal Place among the Beft. Pancratio. But, pray, bave ycu any by yeu new?
Michael. I bave Six, with as many INTerLuDEs. Pancratio. But why are they not
aited? Michael, Becaufe ncither the Aftors feek after me, nor I afler them. Pancr. They
may not know you bave any. Michael. They know it well enough : but as they bave in Pay
tbeir Bread-and-Water Pocts, and they make Shift with them, they don’t want better Bread
than is made of Wheat. But I think to fend them to the Prefs, that That may be read at
leifure in the Clofet, which upon the Stage vanifbes away, unbeeded or unbeard. And
PLavys bave their Times and Seafons as well as Soncs. Thus far Cervantes, whofe Col-
loquy was as it were a Scout or Forerunner which preceded the Bock he publifhed the
Year after, with this Title : Eight Plays, as likewife Eight new Interludes, compos’d by
Michael Cervantes de Saavedra. Madrid : Printed by the Widow of Alonfo Martin.
Anno 1615, in 4°,

174. And now Cervantes was become fo miferably poor, that not having Money
enough to put this Book to Prefs, he fold it to Fobn Villarcél, at whofe Charge it was

printed.
The Names of the P L. A Y S are thefe:

EL GaLLarpo Espanor. The Spanith Gallant.

LA Casa pE LosCeLos. The Houfe of Fealoufy.
Los BaNos DE ARGEL. The Bagnios of Algiers.
EL Rurian DicHnoso. The Fortunate Bully.

La craN SurTANA, The Grand SuLTANA.

EL LABERINTO DE AMOR, The Labyrinth of Love.
LA ENTRETENIDA. The kept Miftrefs.

Pepro pE URDEMALAS. Peter the Mifchief-Monger.

INTERLUDES, oo ENTERTAINMENTS.

EL Juez pE Los Divorcios. The Fudge of the Divorces.

EL Rurian Viupo. The Ruffianly Widower.
FEireccioN DE Los ALCALDES DE DAcaNzo.,  The Eleition of Mayor of Daganzo.
L.a Guarpa Cuipaposa. The careful Guardian.

EL Vizcaino Fincipo. The Counterfeit Bifcayner.

FL RETABLO DE LAS MARAVILLAS, The Raree-fhow of Wenders.

I.a CuEva DE SALAMANCA, The Cave of Salamanca.

Er Vigjo CeLoso. The Fealous Old-Nan.

The Second and Third Entertainments are in Verfe ; the others in Profe. This fort of
Compofition being a lively Reprefentation of any Aion whatever, that is capable of
being made ridiculous by Imitation and Mockery, of Confequence thefe ENTERTAIN-
mENTs muft be better to fee than to read. And thercfore Lopé de Rucda, who, when
living, perfectly charmed the Spectators by his A&ing, gives but very little Pleafure
to the Readers of thofe INTERLUDES publithed by Fobs de Timouneda, a noted Valen-
¢ian Gentleman, and a plaufible Writer in his Time.

Vor. L 1 175.
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175. The Pr.avs of Cervantes, compared with others more ancient, are much the
beft, excepting always that of Caristo and MerLieea, known by the Name of
CrLEsTINA, the Bawd, infamoufly famous on more Accounts than one: among
others, its being never known who firft conceiv’d the Plan of it, and alfo drew the Out-
lines in black and white, and began to colour it ; and as for him that finifh’d it, the
Batchelor Ferrando de Roxas, he could not equal the firft Inventor. Since Cervantes, there
have been Plays written ofa grander Invention thanthe Greek ones (for the Latin Comic-
Writers, Plautus and Terence, were no more than Imitators) but in point of Art
much inferior. Whoever doubts this, let him firft inform himfelf of the exceeding
great Difficulty there is in writing a regular Play, by reading Ariffotle’s Poeticks, and if
he does not underftand it in the Original Greek, let him read Tbe moft learned llluftration
therecf written by Don Jofeph Antonio Gonzalez de Salas. But that the Reader may re-
main better inform’d how much the Spani/b Stage owes to Cervantes, let us hear the Ac-
count which he (the fole Chronologer thereof) gives of the Rife and Progrefs of the
Spani/h Drama to his own Time. In the Preface to his Plays, he thus delivers himfelf :
*¢ I can by no means avoid entreating the kind Reader to grant me his Pardon and In-
< dulgence, if, in this Preface, he fces me a lictle tranfgreffing the Bounds of my ufual
¢« Refervednefs. Some few Days ago, I happened to be in a Company of Friends,
«¢ where the whole Converfation fell upon Plays and Matters relating to the Stage ;
¢« which were fo thoroughly canvaffed, and every thing Theatrical fifted in fo fubtil a
«¢ 3 manner, that the Subje¢t feem’d to me impoffible to be extended to a greater
«¢ Length, or the Argument capable of being fpun to a finer Thread. Among other
«« Topicks of our Difcourfe, we inquir'd who it was that in thefe Kingdoms firft took
s« the Drama out of its Cradle, fiript the Spani/b Plays of their Swaddling-cloaths, fet
¢t ’em under a Canopy of State, and dreft them with all that Gaynefs of Apparel and
< Sprightlinefs of Bechaviour we now fee ’em in. Myfelf being the oldeft Man in Com-
«¢ pany, I told them I remembred to have feen Plays acted by the Great Lopé de Rueda,
«¢ who was in high Efteem not only as a Player but as a Writer of Plays. He wasa
¢ Native of Seville, and a Gold-beater by Trade. He had fuch a Talent for Paftoral
s« Poely, that he was excell'd by none, either then, or at any time fince; and altho’
«¢ being then but a Lad I could not make fo found a Judgment of the Goodnefs of
«« his Verfes, yet as I retain fome of ’em in my Memory even to this Day, I am fully
¢« farisfy’d that I advance nothing but the Truth. And were it not foreign to the Bu-
< finefs of a Preface, 1 cou’d quote fuch Paflages out of his Works as would confirm
«¢ ywhat 1 have faid of him, In the Time of this celebrated Spaniard all the Furniture
e« and Utenfils of the Actors were contain’d in one Sack or large Bag, and wholly con-
« fifted of Four Shepherds-Jerkins, made of Shecps-Skins with the Wooll on, and
« adorn’d with Gilt-leather-trimming ; Four Beards and Periwigs, and four Paftoral
«¢ Crooks little more or lefs. The Plays were certain Difcourfes like Eclogues between
¢ two or three Shepherds, and fome Shepherdefs. Thefe Plays, fuch as they were,
¢ they wou'd now and then improve and lengthen out with two or three Interludes, of
s« a Negre, i. . Black-man or Woman, a Ruffian, a Fool, and a ( y) Bifcayner ; and Lopé

¢ acted

(») The Caftilians make a Feft of the Bifcayners, as we do of fome other People, and with as littla
Re 5]‘""’ Jfor thy are an ingerioxs Peopley anly they don’t fpeak the Spanith properly.

-~
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acted all thefe four Parts and many more, with all the Propricty and Advantage that
could poflibly be imagin’d. There were not in thofe Days any Machines for Show
to bring down Angels in Clouds, or the like; nor any Challengings or Combatings
between Moors and Chriftians either on Foot or on Horfeback. I'here were no Open-
ings or Trap-doors under the Stage for Ghofts or Devils to urife from the Centre of
the Earth. The Stage it felf was compos’d of four long Benches or Forms placed in
a Square; and upon thefe they laid four or fix Planks or Boards, and fo it was about
three Foot high from the Ground. The Furniture of the Siage was an old Blanket
or Horfe-cloth drawn with two Ropes from one Side to the other, which made what
they call'd the Attiring-Room ; behind which were the Muficians {inging without a
Guitarr fome old Ballads. Lopé de Rueda died, and as he was an excellent Man and
of high Renown, they buried him in the great Church at Cordsva (where he died)
between the two Choirs, where likewife is interr’d that famous Madman Luis Lopez.
Nabarro a Native of Toledo fucceeded Leopé de Rueda. This Nabarro was noted for
alting the Part of a Bully, or cowardly Ruffian. He made fome Addition to the Fur-
niture of the Theatre, and chang’d the Sack before-mention’d into Chefts and Trunks.
He made the Mufick (which ufed to fing behind the Blanket) come forwards towards
the Audience: He took away the Actors counterfeit Beards, without which till then
no one ufed to aét in any Play whatever; and made every one aét barefaced, un-
lefs it was the Part of an old Man or any other that requir'd the difguifing of his
Face. He invented Machines, Clouds, Thunder and Lightning, Challenges, Battles ;
but things were not arrived to the Pitch we now fee them at. And now [ hope [
fhall not be thought vain in affirming fora Truth what can’t be contradiéted, namely,
that in all the Playhoufes at Madrid were acted fome Pieces of My compofing, fuch
as (z) Tur Humours oF ALGIERS, The Deftruction of NumanTra, and The
Naval Batttle, or Sea-Fight, wherein I took the Liberty to reduce Plays to Three
A&s, which before confifted of Five. I thew’d, or, to fpeak better, I was the firft
that reprefented the Imaginations and fecret Thoughts of the Soul, exhibiting moral
Charatters to publick View, to the entire Satisfaction of the Audience. I compos’d
at thattime no fewer Plays than thirty at leaft, all which wereacted without any body’s
interrupting the Players by flinging Cucumbers or any other Trath at them. They
run their Race without any Hifling, Cat-calling or any other Diforder. But happening

' to be taken up with other things, I laid afide Play-writing, and then came on that

Prodigy of Nature, that marvellous Man, the Great Lopé de Vega, who rais’d him-
felf to be fupreme Monarch of the Stage: He fubdued all the Players, and made them
truckle to his Power: He filled the World with Theatrical Pieces, all of his own
compofing, finely and happily devis’d, and full of good Senfe; and fo numerous,
that they take up above ten thoufand Sheets of Paper, all of hisown writing ; and
which is a2 moft wonderful thing to relate, he faw em all acted, or at leaft had the
Satisfaction to hear they were all a@ed.  And if there are fome Writers (as there are

2 ““ many

(z) I take that to be the meaning of Los Tratos dc Argel: 7 can’t be fure of it, without read-

ing the Play itfelf, which I own I never didy ner cai’d | ever get a Sisht of it or of any other of cur
Author's Plays. "I have moft of bis other Wirks, and fh:wd be glad to purchafe’em all.
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¢ many) who wou'd be thought worthy of fome Share of Honour with Lopé de Vega,
¢¢ yet if all they have written jointly and feparately were brought together, they would
“ not amount to one Half of what has been written by him alone. And yet,

notwithftanding what I have faid, (fince the Almighty does not grant all Things to
all Men) the Publick is not a lictle oblig’d to Doétor Ramosn, whofe Performances
are to be valued for their intrinfic Merit, as well as for being the moft numerous of
any Author next to the Great Lopé. Jultice likewife calls upon us to pay Refpect
to the Licentiate AMichael Sanchez on Account of his artificial Contrivances: Neither
ought we to omit taking notice of Do&tor Mira de Mefcua, a fingular Honour to
our Nation, for his Sententioufnefs and Gravity ; as is alfo the Canon Zarraga for
hisinnumerable bright Thoughts ; Don Guillen de Caftro for his Harmony and delightful
Sweetnefs 3 De Azuilar for the Shrewdnefs of his Wit. The Plays likewife of Luis
Velez de Guevara make a great Noife in the World.  The Plays of the ingenious Don
Antonio de Galarza, tho’ not quite finitht ; and the Cheats of Love promis’d by Ga/par
de Avila; all thefe and many more have contributed fomething towards making us take
our Eyes off Lopé de Vegas’s Great and Noble Structure. Some Yearsago 1 return’d
again to my wonted Amufement, and thinking the fame Times continued as when
my Name was up, I fell to writing again for the Stage, and had writ fome Pieces ; but
¢« I found (2) no Birds in laft Year’s Nefts. I mean I could light of no A&or that
¢« woud ask me for them, tho’ they knew ofthem. So I e’en threw ’em by, and con-

demn’d ’em to perpetual Silence. At this very Time a Bookfeller told me, he wou'd
buy ’em of me, had not a topping Player told him, That, from my Profe, Much
might be expected, but from my Verfe, Nothing. If I muft own the Truth, it
gave me no fmall Concern, the hearing of this; and thus I faid to myfelf: Either I
am quite changed into another Man, orthe Times are grown much better, tho’ that’s
contrary tocommon Obfervation ; for Times paft are always moft commended. I again
lookt over my Comedies and fome Interludes I had thrown by among’emin a Corner,
and I did not think any of ’em {o very badbut that they might appeal from the muddi-
nefs of this Player’s Brain to the brightnefs of other A¢tors lefs Scrupulous and more
Judicious. I was quite out of Humour, and fo parted with the Copy to a Bookfeller,
who put ’em to Prefs, juft as youfee ’em. He offered me tolerably well for ’em,
and I took his Money without having any thing to do with the Actors. I cou’d with
they were the beft in the World, or at leaft, reafonably Good. Thou wilt foon fee
¢« how they are, (my dear Reader) and if thou findeft they have any Thing good in *em,
<t and fhouldft happen to light on my Back-biting A&or, defire him from me to take

Care and mend himfelf, for I offend no Man ; and as for the Plays, let him take this
along with him, they contain no bare-faced, open Follies; no obvious Nonfenfe 3
their Faults are Latent not Patent ; the Verfe too is the very fame that’s requifite in
Comic Picces which ought to be, of allthe Three Stiles, the loweft: Again, the Lan-
guage of the Interludes is the proper Language of the Charaé&ers there reprefented. ;

‘¢ and
(a) There are no Birds this Year in laft Year’s Nefts. i, e. Things are chang’d ; the Cafe is altsy’
fince laft Year. This Spanifb Proverb runs in Rbime, as almoft all of "em do;wb;%‘b i 0 l%&i:e:p:;:ﬁi
bly pretfy: En los nidos de anténio, no ay paxaros ogdio,
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¢ and if all this won’t do, I'll recommend a Play to him which I'm now upon, with this
¢ Title, THe DeceIT OF DEALING BY THE Ev2, which (if I am not deceiv’d myfelf)
¢« will not fail of pleafing. And fo God grant Him Health, ard Me Patience.

176. And thus you have the Hiftory of the Rife and Progre(s of the §pani/h Drama 3
to the advancement of which Cervantes was the Perfon that had moft contributed ; and in
order to bring it to a yet greater Perfetion, he was fo kind as to give us a Pattern of a
Grand TRAGICOMEDY, written in Profe.  He was many Years {tudying and prepa-
ring for the Prefs, the TRouBLES oF PERsILEs AND Sigismuxpa. He had men-
tion’d it on various Occafions. In his Preface to his Novels, he fays thus of it : Afier
thefe (the Novels) if Life fail me not, I fball prefent thee with Tue TrounLEs oF PEr-
SILES AND S1G1sMUNDA, A Book which daresvie with HHE L10DOR U 8, unlefs foriis
Jawcinefs it fhou’d chance to come off with a broken Pate. But firft thou fbalt fee, and that
Shortly, the Adtchievements of DoN QUIXOTE, and the merry conceils ¢f Sancho Panza s
andin a little Time after THE WEERKS OF THE GARDEN. [ promife much, for one that bas
Jfo little Strength.  But who can lay a refiraint upon kis Defires ¢ The fecond Partof Tne
History oF DoN QuixoTE came outas we havefeen, in 1616, InhisDepicaTion
to the Condé de Lemos, datedat Madrid the laft of OfZober, 161, Cervantes wentfo faras
to conclude with the following Words : And now I take my Leave with offering toyour Excel-
lency Tue TRouBLES oF PERSILES AND S1G1sMUuNDA: A Book which, God willing,
I fhall finifb in Four Months, and which will be cither the worft or the beft Book ibat was
ever written in our Language : I [peak of Books of Entertainment: and I'm already forry I
Jaid the worft 5 for in the Opinion of my Eriends, it will be the bef} that poffibly canbe. Moy
sour Excellency return in Safety, () as is beartily wi/bt and defired ; for PERsILES will be
ready to kifs your Hands, and 1 your Feet, being your Excellency's mofi Humble, &ec. And
indeed Cervantes had put his laft Hand to Tue TrouBLES OF PERSILES AND S1cGIs-
MUNDA 3 but before it cou’d be publifh’d, Death putan End to Him.

177. His Sicknefs was fuch, that himfelf was able to be, and actually was, hisown
Hiftorian. And fince we have no other, and that he relates every Thing in {o agree-
able a Way, let us fec what he has left us at the End of the PREFA cE, which he was either
about finithing, or had finitht, tho’ begun a little ex abrupto. He fays thus: (¢)¢¢ And fo
< it fell out, moft loving Reader, that as Two of my Friends and myfelf were coming
¢¢ from the Famous Town of Efgnivias, famous I fay on a thoufand Accounts; firft for
< jts illuftrious Families, and fecondly for its more illuftrious Wines, and fo on; [
«¢ heard fome-body galloping after us ( Ithought) as if he warted to overtake us, and
¢¢ the Perfon foon gave us to Under{tand as much, for he called out to us not toride fo faft ;
<¢ fo we waited for him, and there came upto us upon a fhe-Afs a Grey Student, for he
¢ was dreft all in Grey ; he had Buskins on, fuch as are worn by Harveft-men that the
«¢ Corn may not prick their Legs; round-toed Shoes, a Sword, not without a Chape to it,.
s as it happen’d; a burnifh’d Band, and an equal Number of three Thread Breeds; the
¢« Truth is, he had but Two ; and every now and then his Band wou’d get o’one-fide,
«¢ and he took a wonderful deal of Pains to fet it to Rights again. Your worfhips, faid
¢ he to us, are going, belike, to folicite fome Office or Prebend at Court? His Eminence

of

(3) He was Prefident of the fupreme Council in Ttaly.  (¢) This Ructation, as avell as the preceding
and fucceeding cnes, and moft of the others, and all the Verfes in general throughout this Critical Hiflory,,
were never Tranflated till nyw into any Language that I knew of. ;
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. of Toledo mult be there to be fure, or the King at leaft by your making fo much

Hafte : Good Faith I cou’d hardly come up with you, tho’ my Afs hath been more than
once applauded for a tolerable good Runner. To which one of my Companions made
Anfwer : Seiior Michael d» Cervantes’s Nag has been the Caufe of it, he has fuch a
fhare of Heels. Scarce had the Student heard Cervantes’s Name, when leaping from
his Beaft, his Cufhion falling one Way and Portmantua another (for with all this State
was he Travelling) he comes up to Me and taking hold of my Left-Hand, Yes, yes,
faid he, This is the found Cripple ; the all-Famous ; the merry Writer ; and finally
the Joy of the Mufes! Secing my felfin fo fhort a fpace fo highly complimented, [
thought it wou’d look difcourteous in me not to make fome Return to his Encomiums,,
fo throwing my Armsabout his Neck, whereby I occafion’d the Lofs of his Band,
I told him it wasan Error which many of my well-withers, thro® Ignorance, had falnin-
to. I am indeed Cervantes, but notthe Joy of the Mufes, nor the other fine Things
you are pleas’d tocall me. Be pleas’d thercfore, good Sir, added I, toremount your
Beaft, and let us Travel on and be good Company the reft of the Way. The well-
bred Student did as I defired. We flacken’d our Pace, and fo we jogg’d on very fo-
berly together, and happening to talk of my Illnefs, the Student foon let me know my
Doom, by faying it was a Dropfy I had got, which all the Water of the Ocean, even
tho’ it were not Salt, would never fuffice to quench. Therefore, Sefior Cervantes, you
muft Drink nothing atall, but don’t forget to Eat: for this alone will recover you with-
out any other Phyfick. Ihave been told the fame by others, anfwered I, but I can as
well Not Tippleasif I were born to do nothing elfe but Tipple, all one and the fame. My
Life is drawing to an End, and by the daily- Journal of my Pulfe, which I find (by next
Sunday at fartheft will have finifht its Courfe, I fhall have finitht my Courfe too. You
came in the very nick of Time to be acquainted with me; but I fhall haveno Oppor-
tunity of fhewing you how much I’m oblig’d te you for your Good-will. By this we
were got to the T¢/edo Bridge, which was the Way I went in, (¢) as hedid by that of
the Segovia Bridge. What will be faid of my Adventure, Fame will take care of
that, my Friends may have a Mind to tell it, and I a greater Mind to hear jt. I
turn’d back again to embrace my Student once more, and he return’d too, and offer’d
to do the like by me. With this he fpurr’d his Beaft, and left me as illdifpos’d on my
Horfe, as he was ill mounted on his Afs, on which my Pen itcht to be writing fome
pleafant Things.—But, Adieu, my merry Friends all ; for ’m going to Die; and I
hope to fee you e’er’t bs long in t'other World, as happy as Heart can wifh.”

And ncw, alas! we behold Cervantes on the Confines of Death and juft upon the

point of expiring. The Dropfy increaft, and, in the End, bore him quitc down. But
the weaker he grew in Body, the more he endeavour’d to ftrengthen his Mind; and
havirg received Eatreme Uncion (in order to go off Vitorious, like a Chriftian Zreftler,
in the laft (d) Luiatior) he waited for Death with a Serenity of Mind which thew’d he
did not fear that King of Terrors: and what is moft to be wonder’d at, he could not

even
(¢) Ints Madrid 7 fuppofe, wwhere, I take it there arey among others, two Bridges, cne cali'd the Bridge

of Toledo, the cther of Segovia. (d) Qur Author, no doubt, alludes to the Cufiom sf the Ancients
ancinting their Wrefilers ail over with Qil Lefore they enter’d tle Liffs, for reafirs which every body
knovs.
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even then forbear both fpeaking and writing fome merry Conceit or other, as they came
into his Head, infomuch that having recciv’d the laft Sacrament on the 18th of
April 1616, he, the very next Day, wrote, or diftated, the DeprcaTion of The
TROUBLEs OF PERSILES AND SicismMunDa, (Los TraBAJOs pE Persives iSiars-
MuNDa) quotingVerfes to his Patron the Condé de Lemos, for whom he left in writing the.
following Dedication :

¢¢ There’s an old Ballad which, in its Day, was much in vogue, and it began thus:
¢ And now with one Foot in the Stirrup. Now 1 could with this did not fall fo pat to
my Epiftle ; for I can almoft fay in the fame Words: '

And now with one Foot in the Stirrup
Setting out for the Regions of Death ;

To write this Epifile I cheer up,
And falute my Lord, With my laft Breath.

¢ Yefterday they gave me the Extreme Unction, and to Day I write this. Time is
¢ fhort, Painsincreafe, Hopes diminifh, and yet for all this I wou’d live a little longer,
¢« methinks, not for the fake of Living, but I wou’d eke out Life, a Handful or fo,
¢ till I could kifs your Excellency’s Feet; and it is not impoflible but the Pleafure
¢« of fecing your Excellency fafe and well in Spain, might make Me well too ; but if
¢ I am decreed to dye, Heavn's Will be done; but your Excellency will at leaft give
¢ me leave to inform You of this my Defire, and likewife that you had, in me, fo zea-
¢ lous and well-affeCted a Servant, as to be willing to go even beyond Death to ferve
¢ you, if it were poffible for his Ability to equal his Sincerity. However, I prophe-
¢ tically rejoyce at your Excellency’s Re-arrival in Spain: My Heart bounds within me
¢ to fancy you fhewn to one another by the People: There goes the Condé de Lemos! and
‘¢ it revives my Spirits to fee the accomplifiment of thofe Hopes which 1 had fo much
‘¢ dilated upon in praife of your Excellency’s moft promifing Perfections. There are
¢ ftill remaining in my Soul certain Remains and Glimmerings of the Werks oF ThE
““ GARDEN, (¢)and of the Famous BErnarDo: If by good-luck, or rather by a Mi-

-%¢ racle, Heav’n fpares me Life, your Excellency fhall fee them both, and with them

¢ the Second Part of the GaraTra, which I know your Excellency would not be ill
¢« pleas’d to fee. And fo I conclude with my ardent Wifhes that the Almighty will

s¢ preferve your Excellency, &e. Madrid 19 April, 1617.
2eur Excellency’s Servant Michael de Cervantes.

178. According to this Letter or Epiftle Dedicatory, it is highly probable he dy’d foon
after. The particular Day is not known, nor even the Month. Certain it is, he did
not live long enough to fee the TraBAJos abcvemention’d printed; for on the 24th of
September, 1616, at San Lorenzo ¢l Real a Licenfe was granted to Dosia (f) Catalina de
Salazar, Widow of Michael de Cervantes Sazvedra, to print that Beok, and according-
ly it was printed with this Title, Los Trabajos, &ec. i. c. The Troubles of Perliles ard

Sigifmunda,

(¢) Two Books which be bad not pzrfecthy finif’d.  (f )} Catalina is tie Spanifh name for Catharine,
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Sigifmunda, a Northern Hiftorys by Michael de Cervantes Saavedra. Madrid ; printed
by John de la Cuefta, in the 2ear 1617. in 4to, A few Years after, it was tranflated
into Italian, by Francifeo Elio, a Milaneze; and it was printed at Penice, by and for
Barthslomé Fomtana, Anno 1616. in Svo.

179. In the firft Impreffion there are two Epitaphs, fuch, that for their duration de-
ferve to be engrav’d in the lightett Cork that can be got for Love or ivloney. The one
is (f) a Sonnet of Leuis Francifco Calderdn, which contains nothing particular, The
other is a (g) Decima, which for the Brightnefs of the Thought, and to fhew how Ex-
quifite a Conception the Author of it mult needs have, fhall be here tranflated Literally :

180. Verfes of Don Francifco de Urbina, on Michael de Cervantes, an extraordinary
fameus Chriftian It of our Times, who was carry'd to bis Grave, with bis Face unco-
wered, by tke Devout Men of the Third Order of 8t. Francis, be baving been one of thofe
Devout Men bimjelf :

EPITATPH
Traveller !
his Grave, Cervantes’ Ajbes, dees confine,
But not bis Fame. That, deatblefs and divine,
Still lives.  His Works, the® He bas run bis Race,
Survive s fo full of Beauty and of Grace
He went from Earth to Heav'n wiTu A BARE Face,

151, This Epitaph gave occafion to the Author of the BirL1oTHECA FRANCISCANA
to put Cervantes into it, as one cf the Writers that were Brothers of the Confraternity
of the Third Order: A Bibliothbeque, (or Library) which if it were to take in all thofe
Brothers, wou'd furcly be the moft Copious of all Libraries.

182. Cervantes fays that his PerstLes and Stcismunpa dared to vie with Her1o-
porus. The greateft Encomium we can beftow on it is, that, What he fays, is matter
of fact. The Loves therein recounted are moft Chaft; the fecundity of Invention mar-
vellous, infomuch that he is even wafteful of his Wit, and exceflive in the Multitude of
Epifodes. The Incidents are Numerous, and vaftly Various. In fome we fec an imi-
tation of Helicdorus, and in others, Heliodorusgreatly improv'd; andinthe reft a perfet
Newnefs of Fancy fhines forth in the moft confpicuous Manner. All of them are dif-
pos’d artfully, and well unfolded, with Circumftances almoft always Probable. The far-
ther the Reader proceeds in this Work, the greater is his Delight in reading it, the Third
and Fourth Book bcing much better than the Firft and Second. A Series of Troubles borne
with Patience, Erd atlaft in Peace and Eafe, without any Machine; for in fuch a Man
as Cervantes, it had beena Miracle itfelf if he had made ufe of a Miracle to bring about
‘What indeed wou'd have puzzled a Wit lefs happy than his. In the Defcriptions he ex-

cels

(f) Soréwo in Spanith, is not what we in England mean by a Sonnet, but a particular kind of Spa-
nith Poctry, confifling of 14 Verfes, the commamn Jort 5 tho” there be others which ¢ ofc who defire to under-
fland may read the Spanifh Arte Peética.  (g) “nother fort of Spanith Poetry of ten fhort Lines. 1
bawe given a Literal tranflation of them in thofe five Lines absve.  The writer of this Life bas inferted
the above Epitaph enly to ridicule tbe Perfon that compes’d iz,
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cels Heliodorus. Thofe of the latter atea great deal too frequent, as well as too pompous.
Thofe of Cervantes well-timed, and perfe@ly natural. He likewife was fuperior to the
other in Style ; for altho’ that of Heliodorus is very elegant, it is fomewhat affected and
fingular; it is too figurative, and more Poetical than is allow’d of in Profe. A Fauit
into which even the difcrete Fenclon himfelf is likewife fallen. But Cervantes’s Style is
proper, regularly fublime, modeftly figured, and temperately Poetical when he offers at
a Defcription. Briefly, this Work is of a better Invention, more artificial Contrivance,
and of a more fublime Style than that of DoN QuixoTe pE LA Mancua. But it
did not meet with an equal Reception, becaufe the Invention of the Hiftory of Don
QuixoTe is more popular, and contains Charadters that are more pleafant and agreeable ;
and as they are fewer in number, the Reader better retains in his memory the Cuftoms,
Actions and Characters of each refpective Perfon. Befides, the Style is more natural,
and by fo much the more eafy, by how much lefs fublime it is. And here let me inform
fuch Writers as don’t know it, that to put bounds to the inventive Faculty, and to de-
fift from a Work when it is come to its due Time and proper Period, is an argument of
a Mafterly Genius. And this very Thing puts me in mind that it is high time [ had
done troubling my Reader withany more of my Impertinencies, and I beg he'll forgive
what's paft, in regard all the View I have had in it was to pay obedience to the great
Perfonage who honour’d me with his Commands, in Minuting down what I cou'd col-
let relating to Michael de Cervantes’s Life and Writings, in order to their being digefted
and written by fome other Hand with that Felicity of Style which the Subject deferves.
Meanwhile I fhall here give a moft faithful Copy of the Original itfelf; Concluding with
thofe very Words with which Michael de Cervantes Saavedra Began his Prerack to his

OVELS.
N18 3. ¢ I'thou’d be very glad, moft loving Reader, (were it poffible) to be excus’d
¢ writing this Preface ; That which T prefix’d to my Don Quixote, not having the good
¢ Fortune to pleafe fo very much as to make me over-fond to fecond it with another.
¢¢ That I trouble thee with this, is owing to one of thofe (b) many Friends whom my
¢¢ Circumftances, more than my Wit, have gain’d me; whom I cou’d have witht to have
‘¢ got me ingrav’d, as the Cuftom is, and to have prefixX’d me to the Frontifpiece of
¢¢ this Book ; for the famous Don Fobn de Faurcgui wou’d have giv’n him my PiQure
¢ to have done it from ; and thus wou’d my Ambition have been fatisfy’d, and likewife
¢¢ the Curiofity of thofe Readers that had a Mind to know what kind ofa Man I was, that
¢¢ durft to fend abroad into the World {fo many Inventions, and he might have written
<¢ under my Effigy thefe Words: He whom thou feeft here with a fharp aquiline Vi-
<¢ fage, brown cheftnut-colour’d Hair ; his Forechead fmooth and free from Wrinkles ; his
«¢ Eyes brisk and chearful ; his Nofe fomewhat Hookith or rather Hawkifh, but withal
¢¢ well-proportion’d ; his Beard filver-colour’d, which twenty Years ago was gold ; his
< Muftachio’s large 5 his Mouth lictle ; his Teeth neither fmall nor big, and of them he
¢ has but Six, and thofe in bad condition and worfe ranged, for they have no correfpon-
¢¢ dence with one another ; his Body between two Extreams, neither large nor little s

Vou. L. m ¢ his

(h) He alludes to the unknown Friend, who be fays was bis Counfellor in the Firfl Preface to kis Don
Quixote.
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« his Complexion lively, rather fair than fwarthy ; fomewhat thick in the Shoulders and
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not very light of Foot: Thisl fay is the Effigy of the Author of GaLATEA, and of
Don QuixoTE DE LA Mancua: He likewife madethe VovacE to PArNAssus;
in imitation of Cefar Caporal the Perugian, and other Works which wander about
the World, here and there and every where, and perhaps too without the Maker’s
Name. He was commonly calPld MicuAEL pE CERVANTEs Saavepra. He
was many Years a Soldier ; five and a half a Captive, and from thence learnt to bear
Afflictions patiently. At the naval Battle of Lepanto he loft his left Hand by the fhot
of a Harquebus ; a Maim which how unfightly foever it might appear to others, yet
was look’d onby him as the greateft Grace and Ornament, fince got in the nobleft and
moft memorable Aétion that ever paft Ages had feen, or future e’er cou’d hope to
fee ; fighting under the victorious Banners of the Son of that Thunderbolt of Wax

Charles Vth of Happy Memory.
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THE

AUTHORs PREFACE

OU may beleve me without an oath, gentle reader, that I wifb this

book, as the child of my brain, were the moff beautiful, the moff

Jprightly, and the moft ingenious, that can be imagined. But I could not
controul the order of nature, whereby each thing engenders its like: and there-
Jore what could my fleril and uncultivated genius produce, but the biffory of a
child, meagre, aduff, and whimfpical, full of various wild imaginations never
thought of before; like one you may fuppofe born in a prifon *, where every in-
convenience keeps its refidence, and every difinal found its habitation 2 Whereas
repofe of body, a defireable fituation, unclouded skies, and, above all, a mind at
eafe, can make the moft barren Mufes fruitful, and produce fuch offsprings to
the world, as fill it with wonder and content. It often fulls out, that a parent
bas an ugly child, without any good quality ; and yet fatherly fondnefs claps fuch
a bandage over bis eyes, that be cannot fee its defecls : on the contrary, be takes
them for wit and pleafantry, and recounts them to bis friends for finartnefs and
bumour. But I, though I feem to be the father, being really but the fiep-father
of Don Quixote, will not go down with the ftream of cuftom, nor befeech you,
almoft as it were with tears in my eyes, as others do, dearefft reader, to par-
don or diffemble the faults you fhall difcover in this my child. You are neither
bis kinfinan nor friend; you have your foul in your body, and your will as
Sree as the bravefl of them all, and are as much lord and mafter of your
own boufe, as the king of his fubfidies, and know the common faying, Under my
cloke a fig for the king. Al which execmpts and frees you from every regard

and obligation: and therefore you may fay of this biftory whatever you think fit,
without fear of being calumniated for the evil, or rewarded for the good you fhall
Jay of it.

Only I would give it you neat and naked, without the ornament of a preface,
or the rabble and catalogue of the accufiomed fonnets, epigrams, and enco-
miums that are wont to be placed at the beginnings of books. For, let me
tell you, though it coft me fome pains to write it, I reckoned none greater
than the writing of this preface you are now reading. I often took pen in
band, and as often luid it dowm, not knowing what to fay: and once up-
on a time, being in decp fufpence, with the paper before me, the pen bebind

* It is faid the Acthor wrote this Book in that unhappy Situation.

Vour, I n ny
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my ear, my clbow on the table, and my check on my hand, thinking what I
Should fay, uncxpeétedly in came a friend of mine, a pleafant gentleman, aund
of a very good underflanding; who, feeing me fo penfive, asked me the caufe
of my mufing. Not willing to conceal it from bim, I anfwered, that I was
mufing on what preface I fhould make to Don Quixote, and that I was fo
much at a fland about it, that I intended to make none at all, nor pub-
lifh the atchievements of that noble knight. For would you have me not be
concerned at awhat that ancient lawgiver, the wulgar, will fay, when they
fee me, at the end of fo many years, flept away in the filence of oblivien, ap-
pear, wwith all my years upon my back, with a legend as dry as a kex, empty
of invention, the fiile flat, the conceits poor, and wvoid of all learning and
erudition; without quotations in the margin, or annotations at the end of
the book ; feeing that other books, though fabulous and profane, are fo full of
Jentences of Ariftotle, of Plato, and of all the tribe of philofophers, that the
readers are in admiration, and take the authors of them for men of great read-
ing, learning and eloquence?  For, when they cite the holy feriptures, they pafs
Jor fo many St. Thomas’s, and doétors of the church; obferving herein a deco-
rum fo ingenious, that, in one line, they defcribe a raving lover, and in another
&ive you a little [crap of a chriftian bomily, that it is a delight, and a perfeé?
treat, to bear or read it. Al this my book is likely to want 5 for I bave nothing
to quote in the margin, nor to make notes on at the end; nor do I know what
authors I have followed in it, to put them at the beginning, as all others do, by
the letters A, B, C, beginning with Ariftotle, and ending at Xenophon, Zoi-
lus, or Zeuxis; though the one was a railer, and the other a painter. My book
will alfo want fonnets at the beginning, at leaft fuch fonnets, whofe authors are
dukes, marquifes, earfs, bifbops, ladies, or celebrated poets: though, fhould I
defire them of two or three obliging friends, I know they would furnifb me, and
with fuch, as thofe of greater reputation in our Spain could not equal.  In fhort,
my dear friend, continued I, it is refolved, that Signor Don Quixote re-
main buried in the records of La Mancha, *till heaven finds fomebody to fupply
Lim wwith fuch ornaments as be wants; for I find myfelf incapable of helping him,
through my own infiyficiency and want of learning; and becanfe I am naturally
too idle and lazy to bunt after authors, to fay what I can fay as well without
them. Hence proceeds the fulpence and thoughtfulnefs you found me in, fuffi-
ciently occafioncd by what I have told you. Dy friend, ot bearing this,
Srriking bis forebead awith the paln of bis band, and [fetting up a loud
laugh, faid : Before god, brother, I am now perfeily undeceived of a mif~
take I bave been in cver fince I knew jyou, [lill taking you for a diferete and

prudent
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prudent perfon in all your actions : but now I fee you are as far from being fo,
as beaven is from earth. For how is it poffible, that things of fuch little mo-
ment, and fo eafy to be remedied, can bave the power to fuzzle and confound
a genius [o ripe as yours, and fo made to break through and trample upon
greater difficulties?  In faith, this does not [pring from want of ability, but
Jrom an exceffive lazinefs, and penury of right reafoning. Will you fee whe-
ther what I fay be true?  Then liflen attentively, and you fball perceive,
that, in the twinkling of an eye, I will confound all your difficulties, and
remedy all the defects that, you fay, fufpend and deter you from introducing into
the world the biftory of this your jfamous Don Quixote, the light and mirrour
of all knight-errantry.

Say on, replied I, after I heard what be binted at; after what manner do
you think to fill up the vacuity made by my fear, and reduce the chaos of my
confufion to clearnefs? To which be anfwered: The firft thing you [eem to flick
at, concerning the fonnets, epigrams, and elogies, that are wanting for the be-
ginning, and fhould be the work of grave perfonages, and people of quality,
may be remedied by taking fome pains your felf to make them, and then baptizing
them, giving them what names you pleafe, fathering them on Prefter John of the
Indies, or on the emperor of Trapifonda; of whom I have certain intelligence,
that they are both famous poets: and though they were not fuch, and though fome
pedants or prating fellows fhould backbite you, and murmur at this truth, value
them not two farthings; for, though they fhould convict you of a ke, they cannot
cut off the band * that wrote 1t.

As to citing in the margin the books and authors, from whom you colleCted the
Jentences and fayings you have interfperfed in your biftory, there is no more to do
but to contrive it [o, that fome f[entences and phrafes may fall in pat, which
you bhave by beart, or at leaft which will coff you very little trouble to
find., As for example; treating of liberty and flavery, Non bene pro toto
libertas venditur auro. . And then in the margin cite Horace, or whoever
Jaid it.  If you are treating of the power of death, prefently you bave, Pal-
lida mors =quo pulfat pede pauperum tabernas regumgque turres.  If
of friendfbip and loving our ememies, as god enjoins, go to the holy ferip-
ture, if you have never [o little curiofity, and fet down god's own words,
Ego autem dico vobis, diligite inimicos veftros. If you are fpeaking of
evil thoughts, bring in the gofpel again, De corde excunt cogitationes male.

* He loft onc hand in the fea-fight at Lepanto againft the Turks.
4 This and the following period are omitted in Shelzon’s tranflaiion.

n 2 On
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“On the inflability of friends, Cato awill kend you bis diffich, Donec eris fe-

lix, multos numerabis amicos; Tempora fi fuerint nubila, folus eris. _And

Jo, with. thefe feraps of Latin and the like, it is odds but pecple will take you

for a great grammarian, which is a matter of no mall bonour and advantage*

in thefe davs. s to clapping annotations at the end of the book, you m:ay do it
fafely in this manner. If sou name any giant in your book, fee that it be
the giant Golinh; and with this alone (which will coff almoft nothing) you
bave a grand annotation; for you may put: Tle giant Golias or Goliat, was
a Philiftin, wkom the fhepherd David flew with a great blow of a Slone from
a fling, in the valley of Terebinthus, as i¢ 15 related in the book of Kings,
in the chapter wherein you fhall find it.

Then, to fhew yourfelf a great humanift, and skilful in cofmography, let the
river Tagus be introduced into the biffory, and you will gain another notable
annotation, thus: The river Tagus was fo called from a certain king of
Spain : it kas its fource in fuch a place, and is fwallowed up in the ocean,
firft kiffing the walls of the famous city of Lisbon: and fome are of opi-
nion, its fands are of gold, &c. If you bave occafion to freat of robbers,
I will tell you the flory of Cacus, for I have it by beart. If you write
of courtezans, there is the bifbop of Mondonedo will lend you a Lamia, Lais,
and Flora; and this annotation muff needs be wvery much to your credit. If
you would tell of cruel women, Ovid will bring you acquainted with Medea.
If enckanters and witches are your fubject; Homer bas a Calypfo, and Vir-
oil 2 Circe. If you would give us a biflory of valiant commanders; Julius
Cefar grves you bimfelf in bis commentaries, and Plutarch will ﬁzrm]}) you
with a thoufand Alexanders. If you treat of love, and have but two drams
of the Tufcan Tongue, you will light on Leon Hebreo, who will give you
enough of it. And if you care not to vifit foreign parts, you bave ot bome
Fonfeca, Of the love of god, where be defcribes all that you, or the moft
sngenious perfons, can imagine upon that fruitful fubject. In fine, there is
no more to be done but naming thefe names, or binting theje flories in your
bsok, and let me alone to fettle the annotations and quotations; for I awiil
warrant to fill the margins for you, and enrich the end of your book with
balf a dozen leaves into the bargain.

We come now to the catalogue of authors, fet down in other books, that
is awanting in yours. The remedy whereof is wery ealy; for you bave ns-
thing to do, but to find a book that has them all, from A down to 7, gs you
4, ard then tranfcribe that very alphabet into your work ; and Juppofe the
Jalfbood be ever fo apparent from the little need you have to make ufe

gk
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of them, it fignifies nothing ; and perbaps fome will be [o foolifh as to believe
you had occafion for them all in your fimple and fincere biftory.  But, though
it ferved for nothing elfe, that bng catalogue of authors will however, at the
Sirft blub, give fome authority to the book. Aud whe will go about to
difprove, whether you followed them or no, fecing they can get nothing by if?

After all, iof I take the thing right, this book of yours has no need of
thefe ornaments, you fay it wants; for it is only an inveitive againft the
books of chivalry, which fort of books Ariftotle never dreamed of, Saint Bafil
never mentioned, nor Cicero once beard of. Nor does the relation of its fa-
bulous extravagancies fall under the puncluality and precifenels of truth ;
snor do the obfervations of aftronomy come within its [phere : nor bave the
dimenfions of geometry, or the rhetorical arguments of ligic, any thing to do
awith it ; nor has it any concern with preaching, mixing the buman with
the divine, a kind of mixture, which no chriffian judgment [bould meddle
with, Al it bas to do, is, to copy Nature: Imitation is the bufinefs,
and how much the more perfet that is, fo much the beiter what is written
will be. And fince this writing of yours aims at no more than to defiroy
the authority and acceptance the books of chivalry have bad in the world,
and among the wvulgar, you bave no bufinefs to go begging fentences of philo-
[fopbers, paflages of holy writ, poetical fables, rhetorical orations, or miracles
of faints ; but only to endeavour, with plainnefs, and in fignificant, decent,
and well ordered words, to give your periods a pleafing and barmonious turn,
expreffing the defizn inall you advance, and as much as poffible making your
conceptions clearly underflood, without being intricate or obfcure.. Endeavour
alfo, that, by reading your Liffory, the. melancholy may be provoked to laugh,
the gay humour be beightned, and the fimple not tired; that the judicious may
admire the invention, the grave not undervalue it, nor the wife forbear com-
mending it. In conclufion, carry your aim feady to overthrow that ill com-
piled machine of books of chivalry, abborred by many, but applauded by more :
and, if you carry this point, you gain a confiderable one.

I lifiened wwith great filence to <what my friend faid to me, and his words
made [o firong an imgreffion upon me, that Iagproved them without difputing,
and out of them chafe” to compofe this preface, wherein, fweet re.ader, you
will difeern the judgment of my friend, my own good bap in finding fuch a
counfellor at fuch a pinch, and your own eafe in receiving, in fo_fincere and unoffen-
tatious a manner, the hiflory of the jamous Don Quixote de la Mancha; of whom
it is.clearly the opinion of all the inbabitants of the diftric? of the field of Montiel,
that be was the chafteft lover, and the moft valiant knight, that bas been jée.;z

1
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in thofe parts for many years. I will not enbance the fervice I do you in bringing
you acquainted with fo notable and fo worthy a knight ; but I beg the fa-
wour of fome fmall acknowledgment for the acquaintance of the famous Sancho
Panca, bis fyuire, in whom I think I bave decypbercd all the fquirc-like graces,

that are fiattered up and down in the whole rabble of books of chivalry.
And fo, god giveyou bealth, not forgetting me. Farewel,

TABLE
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THE
LIFE anop EXPLOITS

Of the ingenious gentleman -

DON QUIXOTE

DE LA MANUC CH A.
P ART e F I R S T.

B O O K I.

G Al ¥R iR R o,
Which treats of the quality and manner of life of the renown'd

gentleman DonN QuixoTe pE LA MancHa,

N a village of La Mancha *, the name of which
I purpofely omit, there lived not long ago one of
thofe gentlemen, who are ufually poflefs’d of a
launce upon a rack, an old target, a lean horfe,
and a greyhound for courfing. A difh of boiled
meat confifting of fomewhat more beef than mut-
ton 2, the fragments ferved up cold on moft nights,
an amlet 3 on Safurdays, lentils on Fridays, and
a {mall pigeon by way of addition on Sundays,
confumed three fourths of his income. The reft
was laid out in a fourtout of fine black cloth, a
pair of velvet breeches for holidays, with flippers of the fame; and on week-

1 A fmall territory, partly in the kingdom of Arragen, and partly in Caffile.

2 Beef being cheaper in Spaix than mutton. ‘ .

3 The original is duelos y quebrantos, lierally griefs and groans. Tt is a cant-phrafe for fome fafting-day-
difh in ufe in La Mancha. Some fay, it fignifies brains fry'd awith eggs, which the church allows in poor
countries in defe@ of fifh. Others have guefsS'd it to mean fome windy kind of diet, as peas, herbs, &5e.
which areapt to occafion cholicks; as if one fhou'd fay, greens and gripes on Saturdays. As it is not eafy to
fertle its true meaning, the tranflator has fubftituted an equivalent difh bettes known to the Eng/i/b reader.
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days he prided himfelf in the very beft of his own homefpun cloth. His family
confifted of an houfe-keeper * fomewhat above forty, a neice not quite twenty,
and a lad for the field and the market, who both faddled the horfe and handled
the pruning-hook. The age of our gentleman border’d upon fifty years. He
was of a robuft conftitution, f{pare-bodied, of a meagre vifage; a very early
rifer, and a keen fportfman. It is faid his firname was Quixada, or Qyefada (for
in this there is fome difference among the authors who have written upon this
fubject) tho’ by probable conjectures it may be gather’d that he was called
Quixana 2. But this is of little importance to our ftory : let it fuffice that in
relating it we do not fwerve a jot from the truth. You muft know then, that
this gentleman aforefaid, at times when he was idle, which was moft part of the
year, gave himfelf up to the reading of books of chivalry, with fo much at-
tachment and relifl, that he almoft forgot all the fports of the field, and even
the management of his domeftic affairs; and his curiofity and extravagant fond-
nefs herein arrived to that pitch, that he fold many acres of arable land to pur-
chafe books of knight-errantry, and carried home all he could lay hands on of
that kind. But among them all, none pleafed him fo much as thofe compofed
by the famous Feliciano de Sifva : for the glaringnefs of his profe, and thofe in-
tricate phrafes of his, fcem’d to him fo many pearls of eloquence; and efpe-
cially when he came to perufe thofe love-fpeeches, and letters of challenge,
wherein in feveral places he found written : The reafon of the unreafonable treat-
ment of my reafon enfeebles my reafon in fuch wife, that with reafon I complain of
your beauty: and alfo when he read; The bigh beavens that with your divinity
divinely fortify you with the flars, making you meritorious of the merit merited by
your greatnefs. With this kind of language the poor gentleman loft his wits,
and diftracted himfelf to comprehend and unravel their meaning; which was
more than Ariffotle himfelf could do, were he to rife again from the dead for
that purpofe alone. He had fome doubts as to the dreadful wounds which Doz
Belianis gave and received ; for he imagined, that, notwithftanding the moft ex-
pert furgeons had cured him, his face and whole body muft ftill be full of feams
and fcars. Neverthelefs he commended in his author the concluding his book with
a promife of that unfinithable adventure: and he often had it in his thoughts to
take pen in hard, and finith it himfelf precifely as it is there promis’d: which
he had certainly performed, and fuccefsfully too, if other greater and continual
cogitations had not diverted him, He had frequent difputes with the prieft 3 of
his village (who was a learned perfon, and had taken his degrees in Ciguenza)

* The old tranftators will have the Doz’s houfe-keeper to be an old woman, tho’ it is plain fhe is but lictle

more than forty ; and the onginal word 4ma fignifies only an upper woman fcrvant, or one who is mifirefs
over tie reft.

* A'derivation from the Spaiifp word Quixas, which fignifics Jantborn jaws.

3 E/cura. The re€tor or parifh-prictt.

which



DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA.

which of the two had been the better knight, Palmerin of England v ,or
Amadis de Gaul. But mafter Nicholas, barber-furgeon of the fame town, af-
firm’d, that none ever came up to the knight of the fun, and that if any one
could be compared to him, it was Doz Galaor brother of dmadis de Gaul; for
he was of a difpofition fit for every thing, no finical gentleman, nor fuch a
whimperer as his brother ; and as to courage, he was by no means inferior to
him. In fhort he fo bewilder’d himfelf in this kind of ftudy, that he pafs’d the
nights in reading from fun-fet to fun-rife, and the days from fun-rife to fun-fet :
and thus, what with little fleep and much reading, his brain was dried up in
fuch a manner, that he came at laft to lofe his wits. He crowded his fancy with
all that he read in his books, to wit, enchantments, battles, fingle combats,
challenges, wounds, courtfhips, amours, tempefts, and impoflible abfurdities.
And {o firmly was he perfuaded that the whole fyftem of chimeras he read of
was true, that he thought no hiftory in the world was more to be depended upon.
The Cid Ruydiaz 2 , he was wont to fay, was a very good knight, but not com-
parable to the knight of the burning-fword, who with a fingle back-ftroke cleft
afunder two fierce and monftrous giants. He was better pleafed with Bernardo
del Carpio for putting Orlando the enchanted to death in Roncefvalles, by means
of the fame ftratagem which Hercules ufed, when he fuffocated nteus, Son of
the earth, by fqueezing him between his arms. He alfo {poke mighty well of the
giant Morgante ; for tho’ he was of that monftrous brood who are always proud
and infolent, he alone was affable and well-bred.  But above all he was charm’d
with Reynaldo de Montalvan, efpecially when he faw him fallying out of his
caftle and plundering all he met 3; and when abroad he feized that image of Ma-
homet, which was all of maffive gold, as his hiftory records. He wou’d have
given his houfe-keeper, and neice to boot, for a fair opportunity of handfomly
kicking the traitor Galalon 4. In fine, having quite loft his wits, he fell into one of
the ftrangeft conceits that ever enter’d into the head of any madman ; which was,
that he thought it expedient and neceflary, as well for the advancement of his-
own fame, as for the public good, that he fthou’d commence knight-errant, and
wander thro’ the world, with his horfe and arms, in queft of adventures; and to
put in practice whatever he had read to have been practifed by knights-errant ; re-
dreffing all kind of grievances, and expofing himfelf to danger on-=ll occafions; that
byaccomplithing fuch enterprizes he might acquire eternal fame and renown. The
poor gentleman already imagined himfelf at leaft crown’d emperor of Trapifonda

t E=gland feems to have been often made the fcene of chivalry : for befides this Pa/merin, we find Don
Florando ot Ergland, and fome others, not to mention 4madis’s miftsefs the princefs Oriana of Erngland.

* A famous Spani/h commander, concerning whom many fables pafs among the vulgar.

3 Here Don Quixote, in the hurry of his imaginations, confopnds right and wrong, making his heroe a
common fobber ; whereas upon cooler thoughts he fhou'd have long’d to have been upon his bones, as he does

upon Galalen in the fame breath : buat perhaps Reynaldo's catholic zcal againft Mabomet attoned for fuch un-
kuightly prafice.

4 VWho betray'd the French army at Roncsfvalles.

B2 by
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by the valour of his arm: And thus wrapt up in thefe agreeable delufions, and
hurried on by the ftrange pleafure he took in them, he haften’d to put in execution
what he fo much defired. And the firt thing he did, was, to fcour up a fuit of
armour which had been his great-great-grandfather’s, and, being mouldy and ruft-
eaten, had lain by, many long years, forgotten in a corner. Thefe he clean’d and
furbith’d up the beft he could, but perceived they had one grand defect, which
was, that inftead of a helmet they had only a fimple morrion or fteel-cap: but
he dextroufly fupplied this want by contriving a fort of vizor of pafte-board,
which being fix’d to the headpiece gave it the appearance of a complete hel-
met. It is true indeed, that, to try its ftrength, and whether it was proof
againft a cut, he drew his fivord, and giving it two ftrokes, undid in an inftant
what he had been a week in doing.  But not altogether approving of - his having
broken it to pieces with fo much eafe, to fecure himfelf from the like danger
for the future, he made it over again, fencing it with {fmall bars of iron within
in fuch a manner, that he refted fatisfied of its ftrength; and without caring to
make a frefh experiment on it, he approv’d and look’d upon it as a2 moft excel-
lent helmet.

The next thing he did, was, to vifit his flced; and tho’ his bones ftuck
out like the corners of a Rial *, and he had more faults than Gonela’s
horfe, which tantum pellis & offa fuit, he fancied that neither Alexander’s
Buccpbalus, nor Cyd’s Babieca, was equal to him. Four days was he con-
fidering what name to give him: for, faid he to himfclf, it is not fit
that a horfe fo good, and of a knight fo famous, fhould be without fome name
of eminence; and therefore he ftudied to accommodate him with one, which
fhou’d exprefs what he had been, before he belong’d to a knight-errant, and
what he actually now was: for it feem’d highly reafonable, if his mafter
changed his ftate, he likewife thould change his name, and acquire one famous
and high founding, as became the new order, and the new way of life he now
profeffed. And fo, after fundry names devifed and rejected, liked and difliked
again, he concluded at laft to call him Rozinante 2 ; a name,. in his opinion,
lofty and fonorous, and at the fame time exprefiive of what he had been when
he was but a common nag, and before he had acquired his prefent fuperiority
over all the fteeds in the world.

Having given his horfe a name fo much to his fatisfaction, he refolved to give
himfelf one. This confideration took him up eight days more, and at length
he thought fit to call himfelf Don Quixote: from whence, as is faid, the Au-
thors of this moft true Hiftory conclude that his name was certainly Quixada,
and not Quefada, as others would have it. But recollecting that the valorous A4ma-

' A ludicrous Image drawn from the irregalar figure of the Spani/s money, to exprefs the jutting bones
of a lean beaft.

* From Rszin, a common drudge-horfe, and ante, before: as dlexander's Bucepbalus fiom his bull-head,
and the knight of the {un’s Cernerine from a hora in his forchead.

dis,



DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA,

dis, not content with the fimple appellation of Awadss, added thereto the name
of his kingdom and native country, in order to render it famous, and ftyled
himfelf Admadis de Gaul ; o he, like a good knight, did in like manner call
himfelf Don Quixote de la Mancha ; whereby, in his opinion, he fet forth in
a very lively manner his lineage and country, and did it due honour by taking
his firname from thence. And now, his armour being furbifh’d up, the morrion
converted into a perfect helmet, and both his fteed and himfelf new-named, he
perfwaded himfelf that he wanted nothing but to pitch upon fome lady to be in
love with: for a knight-errant without a miftrefs was a tree without leaves or
fruit, and a body without a foul. If, faid he, for the punithment of my fins,
or thro’ my good-fortune, I fhould chance to meet fome giant abroad, as is
ufual with knights-errant, and fhou’d overthrow him at the firft encounter, or
cleave him afunder, or in fine vanquith and force him to yield, will it not be
proper to have fome lady to fend him to as a token? that, ‘when he comes into
her prefence, he may kneel before her fweet ladyfhip, and with humble and
{fubmiffive tone accoft her thus: ¢ Madam, I am the Giant Caraculiambro, lord of
¢ the ifland Malindrania, whom the never-enough renowned knight Don Quixote
¢ de la Mancha has overcome in fingle combat, and has commanded to prefent

myfelf before your ladyfhip, that your g 0frandeur may difpofe of me as you think

« proper.” -Oh! how did our good centleman exult, when he had made this ha-
rangue, and efpecially when hc had found out a perfon on whom to confer the
title of his miftrefs; which, it is believed, happened thus. Near the place
where he lived there dwelt a very comely country lafs, with whom he had for-
merly been in love, tho’, as it is fuppofed, fhe never knew it, nor troubled her-
felf about it. Her name was Aldonza Lorenzo; and her he pitch’d upon to be
the lady of his thoughts: then cafting about for a name, which fhou’d have
fome affinity with her own, and yet incline towards that of a great lady or prin-
cefs, he proceeded to call her Dulecinea del Tobofo (for the was born at that

lace) a name, to his thinking, harmonious, uncommon and fignificant, like the
reft he had devifed far himfelf, and for all that belong’d to him.

NS & R IL

Which treats of the firft fally the ingenious Don Quixote made from
“bis Village.

N OW thefe difpofitions being made, he would no longer defer putting his
defign in execution; being the more ftrongly excited thereto by the mif~
chief he thought his delay occafioned in the world : fuch and fo many were the
grievances he propofed to redrefs, the wrongs he intended to re@ify, the exorbi-
tances to corre&t, the abufes to reform, and the debts to difcharge. And there-
fore, without making any one privy to his defign, and without being feen by any
body, one morning before day (which was one of the hotteft of the month of

July)
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Suly) he arm’d himfelf cap-a-pee, mounted Rozinante, adjufted his ill-compofed
beaver, braced on his target !, grafp’d bis launce, and iflued forth into the fields
at a private door of his back-yard, with the greateft fatisfaction and joy, to find
with how much eafe he had given a beginning to his honourable enterprize. But
fcarce was he got into the plain, when a terrible thought aflaulted him, and fuch
a thought as had well-nigh made him abandon his new undertaking; for it came
into his remembrance, that he was not dubb’d a knight, and that, according
to the laws of chivalry, he neither could, nor ought, to enter the lifts againft
any knight: and tho’ he had been dubb’d, flill he muft wear white armour,
as a new knight, without any device in his thicld, till he had acquir'd one by
his prowefs. Thefe retlexions ftagger’d his refolution; but his frenzy prevailing
above any reafon whatever, he purpofed to get himfelf knighted by the firft per-
fon he fhou’d meet, in imitation of many others who had done the like, as he
had read in the baoks which had occafion’d his madnefs. As to the white ar-
mour, he propofed to fcour his own, the firit opportunity, in fuch fort that it
fhould be whiter than ermin : and herewich quieting his mind, he went on his
way, following no other road than what his horfe pleafed to take; believing that
therein confifted the life and {pirit of adventures.

Thus our flaming adventurer jogg’d on, talking to himfelf, and faying: Who
doubts, but that, in future times, when the faichful hiftory of my famous ex-
ploits fhall come to light, the fage, who writes them, when he gives a relation
of this my firlt fully, fo early in the morning, will do it in words like thefe:
Scarce bad ruddy Pheebus fhread the golden treffes of bis beauteous hair over the
Jace of the acide and fpacious earth; and fcarce bad the painted birds with the
_/'ueet and mellifluous /Jarmony of heir Sorked tongues faluted the approach of
rofy Aurora, when, quitting the foft couch of ber. Jealous husband, fbe difclofed
ber[clf to mortals thro’ the gates and balconies of the Manchegan horifon; when
the renowned Don Quixote de la Mancha, abandoning the lazy doen, mounted
bis famous courfer Rozinante, and began to travel thro' the ancient and ncted
JSivld of Montiel 2; and true it is, that was the very field; and pafiing along it,
he continved fa Lym Happy times, and happy age, in which my famous ex-
ploits fhall come to hght, worthy to be engraved in brafs, carved in marble,
and drawn in picture, for a monument to all poiterity! O thou fage enchanter!
whoever thou art, to whofe lot it fhall fall to be the chronicler of this wonder-
ful hiftory, I befeech thee not to forget my good Rozinante, the infeparable
companion of ail my travels and carreers. Then on a fudden, as one really ena-
moui’d, he went on, faying; O prmcefs Duletnea! miftrels of this captive
heart, great injury haf’c thou done me in chfcardmg and difgracing me by your
rigorous decree, forbidding me to appear in the prefence of your bezuty.

t The targ-t or buckler was flang about the neck with a buckle and thong.

t A prope: field to inf:ire ceurage. buing the ground upon which Henry the baftard flew his legitimate

orother Lon Pedro, whom our brave ol s i ce & g ARt upon the throne of Spain,

Vouch-
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DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA,

Vouchfafe, lady, to remember this thine inthralled heart, that endures fo many
affliGtions for love of thee.

Thus he went on, firinging one cxtravagance upon another, in the ftyle his
books had taught him, and imitating as near as he could their very phrafe. He
travelled on fo leifurely, and the fun advanced fo faft, and with fuch intenfe
heat, that it was fufficient to have melted his brains if he had had any. He tra-
velld almoft that whole day without meeting with any thing worth relating,
which difhearten’d him much; for he wanted immediately to have encounter’d
fomebody, to make trial of the force of his valiant arm.

Some authors fay, his firft adventure was that of the firaits of Lapice; others
pretend, it was that of the Windmills. But what I have been able to difcover of
this matter, and what I have found written in the annals of Le Mancha, is,
that he travelled all that day, and toward the fall of night his horfe and he
found themfelves tired, and almoft dead with hunger; and looking round about
to fee if he could difcover fome caftle, or thepherd’s cottage, to which he
might retire and relieve his extreme neceflity, he perceived not far from the
road an inn; which was as if he had feen a ftar directing him to the porticos or
palaces of his redemption *. He made all the hafte he could, and came up to
it juft as the day thut in. There chanced to ftand at the door two young wo-
men, ladies of pleafure as they are called, who were going to Sevz/ with certain
carriers, who happen’d to take up their lodging at the inn that night. And as
whatever our adventurer thought, faw, or imagined, feem’d to him to be done
and tranfacted in the manner he had read of, immediately, at fight of the inn,
he fancied it to be a caftle with four turrets and battlements of refulgent fil-
ver, together with its draw-bridge, deep moat, and all the appurtenances with
which fuch caftles are ufually deferibed. As he was making up to the inn,
which he took for a caftle, at fome little diftance from it, he check’d Roz:nante
by the bridle, expecting fome dwarf to appear on the battlements, and give no-
tice by found of trumpet of the arrival of a knight at the caftle. But finding
they delay’d, and that Rozinante prefs’d to get to the ftable, he drew near to
the inn door, and faw there the two ftrolling wenches, who feem’d to him to be
two beautiful damfels, or graceful ladies, who were difporting themfelves before
the caftle-gate. Now it happen’d that a fwineherd, getting together his hogs
(for, without begging pardon, fo they are call’d 2) from the ftubble field, wind-
ed his horn, at which fignal they are wont to affemble ; and at that inftant Don
Quixote’s imagination reprefented to him what he wifh’d, namely, that fome

! This compari‘on of Der Quixote’s joy, at the fight of che inn, to that of the wife men, condued to
the like place by a ftar, is in allufion to thofe pitures in popith churches, wherein t_nc‘wiie men, the far, and
the child Jefus in the marger, are reprefented under {ome magn ficent piece of architeCture, with grand porti-
cos, piliars, €7c. and the good company, together with the ox and the al5, for dignity’s fake, moit fuinpru-
oufly lodg’d.

» QOur author here ridicules the affeted delicacy of the Spamiards and ltalians, who look upon it as il
smanncrs (o name the wosd oz or fwinc, as too grofs an image.

dwarf
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dwarf was giving the fignal of his arrival; and therefore with wond’rous con-
tent he came up to the inn, and to the ladies, who perceiving a man armed in
that manner, with launce and buckler, ran frighted into the houfe. But
Don Quixote, guefling at their fear by their flight, lifted up his pafte-board vizor,
and difcovering his wither’d and dufty vifage, with courteous demeanour and
grave voice, thus accofted them : Fly not, ladies, nor fear any difcourtefy; for
the order of knighthood, which I profefs, permits me not to offer injury to any
one, much lefs to virgins of fuch high rank as your prefence denotes. The
wenches ftared at him, and with all the eyes they had were looking to find his
face, - which the fcurvy beaver almoft covered. But when they heard themfelves
ftyled virgins, a thing fo out of the way of their profeffion, they could not con=
tain their laughter, and that in fo violent a manner, that Don Quixote began to
grow angry, and faid to them: Modefty well becomes the fair, and nothing is
fo foolith as exceffive laughter proceeding from a flight occafion : but I do not
fay this to difoblige you, or to caufe you to difcover any ill difpofition towards
me; for mine is no other than to do you fervice. This language, which they
did not underftand, and the uncouth mien of our knight, increafed their laugh-
ter, and his wrath; and things would have gone much farther, had not the inn-
keeper come out at that inftant (a man, who, by being very bulky, was inclined
to be very peaceable) who beholding fuch an odd figure all in armour, the pieces
of which were fo ill forted, as were the bridle, launce, buckler and corfelet,
cou’d fecarce forbear keeping the damiels company in the demonftrations of their
mirth. But being in fome fear of a pageant equipp’d in fo warlike a manner,
he refolv’d to fpeak him fair, and therefore accofted him thus: If your worfhip,
Signor Cavalier, fecks a lodging, bating a bed (for in this inn there is none to be
had) every thing elfe this houfe affords in great abundance. Don Quixote, per-
cetving the humility of the governor of the fortrefs (for fuch to him appeared
the innkeeper and the inn) anfwered ; Any thing will ferve me, Signor Caffellano,
for arms are my ornaments, and fighting my repofe. The hoft thought he
called him Caflellano becaufe he took him for an honeft Caffilian *, whereas he
was an Andalufian, and of the coalt of Saint Lucar, asarrant a thief as Cacus,
and as fharp and unlucky asa collegian or a court-page; and therefore he re-
ply’d: If it be fo, your worfhips beds are hard rocks, and your {leep to be al-
ways awake; and fince it isfo, fir, you may venture to alight, being fure of
finding in this poor hut fufficient caufe for not fleeping a whole twelvemonth,
much more one fingle night. And fo faying, he went and held Don Qyixote’s
ftirrup, who alighted with much difFiculty and pains; for he had not broke his
faft all that day.  He prefently requefted of the hoft to take efpecial care of his
{tzed, for he was the beft piece of horfe-fleth that ever eat bread in the world.
The innkeeper view’d him, but did not think him fo good as Don Quixote
reprefented him to be, no, not by half; and having fet him up in the ftable, he

¥ Caficllano in Spanit Ligrifies both a governcur of a cafile, and anative of Callile,
return’d
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return’d to fee what his gueft would be pleas’d to order, whom the damfels were
difarming (for they were already reconciled to him) and tho’ they had taken
off the back and breaft-pieces, they could not find out how to unlace his gor-
get, or take off the counterfeit beaver, which he had faftened in fuch a man-
ner with green ribbons, that, there being no poflibility of untying them, they
muft of neceffity be cut ; which he would by no means confent to, and fo he
remain’d all that night with his helmet on, and was the ftrangeft and moft ri-
diculous figure imaginable. Whilit the girls were taking off his armour, ima-
gining them to be perfons of the firlt quality and ladies of that caftle, he faid
to them with great gaiety : Never fure was knight fo nobly ferved by ladies, as
was Don Quixote, after bis departure from bis village : damfels waited on his
perfon, and princefes on bis fleed*. O Rozinante! for that, dear ladies, is my
horfe’s name, and Don Quixote de la Mancha is my own; for tho’ I was not
willing to difcover myfelf, ’till the exploits done for your fervice and benefit
fhou’d difcover me, the neceflity of accommodating the old romance of Sir
Lancelot to our prefent purpofe has been the occafion of your knowing my
name before the proper feafon; but the time will come, when your ladythips
may command, and I obey, and the valour of my arm fhall manifeft the defire
I have to ferve you. The lafles, who were not accuftom’d to fuch rhetorical
flourifhes, anfwered not a word, but only asked him, whether he would be
pleafed to eat any thing. With all my heart, anfwered Doz Quixote; any thing
eatable would, Iapprehend, come very feafonably. That day happen’d to be
Friday, and there was nothing to be had in the inn, excepting a parcel of dried
fith, which in Cafftile they call Abadexo, in Andalifia Bacallao, in fome parts
Curadillo, and in others Truchuela. They asked him whether his worthip would
be pleafed to eat fome Truchuelas, for they had no other fith to offer him. So
there be many #routlings, anfwered Don Quixote they may ferve me inftead
of one trout ; for I would as willingly be paid eight fingle reals, as one real
of eight: and the rather, becaufe perhaps thefe troutlings are like veal, which
is preferable to beef, or like kid, which is better than the goat. But be that as it
will, let it come quickly; for the toil and weight of arms cannot be fupported
without fupplying the belly well. They laid the cloth at the door of the inn,
for the fake of the freth breeze, and the landlord brought him fome of the
ill-water’d and worfe-boil’d Bacallao, and a loaf of bread as.black and mouldy
as his armour : but indeed one muft have laugh’d to fee him eat ; for having his
helmet on, and the beaver up, he could not put any thing into his mouth with
his hands, if fome body elfe did not help him; and fo one of the aforefaid la-
dies performed this office : but to give him to drink was utterly impoffible, if
the hoft had not bored a reed, and putting one end into his mouth, poured in the
wine leifurely at the other : and all this he fuffer’d patiently, rather than cut the

lacings of his helmet.

1 In imitation of an old ballad, mention'd in book 2. ch. 3.
2 The fame which we call Paor Fobn, or little Trouts.

Vor. L h C In
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In the mean time there happen’d to come a fow-gelder to the inn, who, as
foon as he arrived, founded his whiftle of reeds four or five times; which en-
tirely confirmed Don Quixote in the thought, that he was in fome famous caftle,
that they ferv’d him with mufic, and that the poor jack was trouts, the coarfe
loaf the fineft white bread, the wenches ladies, and the hoft governor of the
caftle ; and fo he concluded his refolution and fally to be fuccefsfully employ’d.
But what gave him the moft difturbance was, that he was not yet dubb’d a
knight; thinking he could not lawfully undertake any adventure, ’till he had
firft receiv’d the order of knighthood.

@~ H A, P III.
In which is related the pleafant method Don Quixote took fo be dubb’'d a knight..

ND now, being difturbed with this thought, he made an abrupt end of

his fhort fupper ; which done, he call’d the landlord, and fhutting him-

felf up with him in the ftable, he fell upon his knees before him, and faid: I
will never rife from this place, valorous knight, ’till your courtefy vouchfafes
me a boon I mean to beg of you; which will redound to your own honour
and to the benefit of human kind. The hoft, who faw his gueft at his feet,
and heard fuch expreflions, ftood confounded, and gazing at him, not knowing
what to do or fay : he then ftrove to raife him from the ground, but in vain,
’till he had promifed to grant him the boon he requefted . I expected no
lefs, Sir, from your great magnificence, anfwer’d Don Quixote, and therefore
know, that the boon I wou’d requeft, and has been vouchfafed me by your
liberality, is, that you fhall to-morrow morning dub me a knight; and this
night in the chapel of your caftle I will watch my armour *: and to-morrow,
as I have faid, what I fo earneftly defire thall be accomplifhed ; that I may be
duly qualified to wander thro’ the four quarters of the world in queft of adven-
tures, for the relief of the diftrefled, as is the duty of chivalry, and of knights-
errant, whofe hearts, like mine, are ftrongly bent on fuch atchievements. The
hoft (as we have faid) was an arch fellow, and having already entertained fome
fufpicions of the folly of his gueft, was now, at hearing fuch expreffions, tho--
roughly convinced of it: and, that he might have fomething to make fport
with that night, he refolved to keep up the humour, and faid to him, that he
was certainly very much in the right in what he defired and requefted ; and that
fuch atchievements were peculiar and natural to cavaliers of fuch prime quality
as he fecmed to be of, and as his gallant deportment did demonftrate : and that
he himfelf, in the days of his youth, had betaken himfelf to that honourable

! In the old romances, it is ufual for fome cavalier or damfel upon her palfry to come to a knight, and
beg fome boon at his hands, which the knight is obliged by his rules to grant, unlefs it be dithoneft or

difhonourable.
* On the eve of a holiday the Ramamjh perfcrm certain ceremonies of devotion, &c. and wake over the

bedy of a deceafed perfon.  Hence our country wakes, &',
employ,
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employ, wandering thro’ divers parts of the world in fearch of adventures, nat
omitting to vifit * the fubarbs of Mualaga, the ifles of Riaran, the compafs of
Sevil, the aquedu@-market of Segovia, the olive-yard of Valencia, the Ron-
dilla of Granada, the Coaf? of Saint Lucar, the fountain of Cordoua 2, the
hedge-taverns of Toledo, and fundry other parts, where he had exercifed the
agility of his feet and dexterity of his hands; doing fundry wrongs, folliciting
fundry widows, undoing fome damfels, and bubbling feveral young heirs 3 ; in
fine, making himfelf known to moft of the tribunals and courts of judicature
in Spain: and that at laft he had retired to this caftle, where he had lived upon
his own means and other peoples, entertaining all knights-errant, of whatever
quality or condition they were, merely for the great love he bore them, and
that they might fhare their gettings with him in requital for his good-will. He
further told him, there was no chapel in his caftle in which to watch his armour,
(for it had been pull’d down in order to be rebuilt) however, in cafes of neceflity,
he knew it might be watched wherever he pleafed, and that he might do it that
nightin a court of the caftle; and the next day, if it pleafed God, the requifite cere-
monies fhould be performed, in fuch manner that he fhould be dubb’d a knight, and
{o effeGtually knighted, that no one in the world cou’d be more {0. He asked him
alfo, whether he had any money about him? Doz Quixote replied, he had not a
farthing, having never read in the hiftories of knights-errant, that they car-
ried any. To this the hoft replied, he was under a miftake ; that, fuppofing it
was not mention’d in the ftory, the authors thinking it fuperfluous to fpecify a
thing fo plain, and fo indifpenfably neceflary to be carried, as money and clean
thirts, it was not therefore to be infer’d, that they had none: and therefore he
might be affured, that all the knights-errant (of whofe actions there are fuch
authentic hiftories) did carry their purfes well lined for whatever might befall
them; and that they carried alfo fhirts, and a little box of ointment to heal the
wounds they might receive, becaufe there was not always one at hand to cure
them in the fields and deferts where they fought, unlefs they had fome fage en-
<hanter for their friend, to affift them immediately, bringing fome damfcl or
dwarf in a cloud thro’ the air, with a viol of water of fuch virtue, that, in
tafting a drop of it, they {hou’d inftantly become as found and whole of their

1 Names of certain infamous places in Spaix.

* Near which was the whipping-poft. - e
3 Thefe expreflions feeming a little too {trong and open in the original, the tranflator was inclined to have

qualified them in the verfion; but upon reading Don Belianis of Greece (part 2. ch. 3.) he found Doz
Brianel, who was travelling to Antioch on the princefls Aurora’s errand, and lodged in a houfe of good re-
pute ; the landlord of which Palineé had been trained up to chnva'lry. This ho@ offers his .fervxc'e to wait
upon Don Brianel, and wanting a cloak, frightens a page, who flies and lcaves.lus clgak behind hllm. Don
Brianel approves the thing, and tells him, he performed it fo cleve.rly, ke b'cheved it was not his At ex-
ploit of the kind ; and he frankly owns, he had often put in practice fuch picces of dexterity. . In_allufion
to this approved ftroke of knight-errantry, Don Quixote’s hoft brags of divers wonders he had pcrformgd
this way ; and this was a ftrong precedent, nor cou’d our knight objet to any example fetch’'d from his
favourite Dor Belianis's approved hiftory. So that this paflage in Cerwantes, which has been thought very
faulty, appears from hence to be not only excufable, but very judicious, and direétly 0 his purpofe of ex-

pofing thofe authors and their numberlefs abfurdities.
C 2 bruifes
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bruifes and wounds, as if they had never been hurt: but ’till they had fuch a
friend, the knights-errant of times paft never failed to have their fquires pro-
vided with money and other neceffary things, fuch as lint and falves, to cure
themfelves with ; and when it happened, that the faid knights had no fquires
(which fell out very rarely) they carried all thefe things behind them upon their
horfes in a very fmall wallet hardly vifible, as if it were fomething of greater
importance ; for were it not upon fuch an account, this carrying of wallets was
not currently admitted among knights-errant : therefore he advifed him, tho’ he
might command him as his godfon (which he was to be very foon) that from
thenceforward he fhould not travel without money and without the aforefaid
precautions ; and he would find how ufeful they would be to him, when he
leaft expe@ted it. Don Quixote promifed to follow his advice with all pun¢tuali-
ty; and now order was prefently given for performing the watch of the ar-
mour in a large yard adjoining to the inn; and Don Quixete, gathering all the
pieces of it together, laid them upon a ciftern that ftood clofe to a well: and
bracing on his buckler, and grafping his launce, with a folemn pace he began to
walk backward and forward before the ciftern, beginning his parade juft as the
day fhut in.

The hoft acquainted all that were in the inn with the phrenzy of his gueft, the
watching of his armour, and the knighting he expected. They all wondered
at fo odd a kind of madnefs, and went out to obferve him at a diftance; and
they perceiv’d, that, with a compofed air, he fometimes continued his walk ; at
other times, leaning upon his launce, he looked wiftfully at his armour, without
taking off his eyes for a long time together. It was now quite night ; but the
moon fthone with fuch a luftre as might almoft vie with his who lent it ; o that
whatever our new knight did was diftin¢tly feen by all the fpe@ators.

While he was thus employed, one of the carriers, who inn’d there, had
a mind to water his mules, and it was neceflary firft to remove Don Quixote’s
armour from off the ciftern; who feeing him ‘approach, call'd to him with a
loud voice : Ho there, whoever thou art, rath knight, that approacheft to
touch the arms of the moft valorous adventurer that ever girded fword, take
heed what thou doeft, and touch them not, unlefs thou wouw’dft leave thy life
a forfeit for thy temerity. The carrier troubled not his head with thefe fpeeches
(but it had been better for him if he had, for he might have faved his carcafe)
but inftead of that, taking hold of the ftraps, he toffed the armour a good di-
ftance from him ; which Doz Qyixote perceiving, lifted up his eyes to heaven,
and fixing his thoughts (as it feem’d) on his miftrefs Dulcinea, he faid: Affift
me, dear lady, in this firft affront offer’d to this breaft enthrall’d to thee ; let
not thy favour and protection fail me in this firft moment of danger : and ut-
tering thefe and the like ejaculations, he let flip his target, and lifting up his
launce with both hands, gave the carrier fuch a blow on the head, that he
laid him flat on the ground, in fuch pitcous plight, that had he feconded his

blow,
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blow, there would have been no need of a furgeon. This done, he gathered
up his armour, and walked backward and forward with the fame gravity as at
firft, Soon after, another carrier, not knowing what had happened (for ftill
the firft lay ftunn’d) came out with the fame intention of watering his mules ;
and as he was going to clear the ciftern by removing the armour, Don Quixote,
without {peaking a word, or imploring any body’s protection, again let {lip his
target, and lifting up his launce broke the fecond carrier’s head in three or four
places.  All the people of the inn ran together at the noife, and the inn-keeper
among the reft ; which Don Quixote perceiving, braced on his target, and lay-
ing his hand on his fword, he faid: O queen of beauty, the ftrength and vigour
of my enfeebled heart, now is the time to turn the eyes of thy greatnefs to-
ward this thy captived knight, whom fo prodigious an adventure at this inftant
awaits. Hereby in his opinion he recovered fo much courage, that if all the
carriers in the world had attack’d him, he would not have retreated an inch.
The comrades of thofe that were wounded (for they perceived them in that
condition) began to let fly a thower of ftones at Don Quixote, who fheltered
himfelf the beft he could under his fhield, and durft not ftir from the ciftern,
left he thould feem to abandon his armour. ‘The hoft cried out to them to let
him alone, for he had already told them he was mad, and that he would be
acquitted as a madman tho’ he thould kill them all. Don Quixote alfo cried
out louder, calling them cowards and traitors, and the lord of the caftle a pol-
troon and a bafe-born knight, for fuffering knights-errant to be treated in that
manner; and that if he had received the order of knighthood, he would make
him fmart for his treachery : but for you, rafcally and bafe fcoundrels (faid he)
I do not value you a ftraw: draw near, come on, and do your worft; you
fhall quickly fee the reward you are like to receive of your folly and infolence.
This he uttered with fo much vehemence and refolution, that he ftruck a ter-
rible dread into the hearts of the affailants; and for this reafon, together with
the landlord’s perfuafions, they forbore throwing any more ftones ; and he per-
mitted the wounded to be carried off, and returned to the watch of his armour
with the fame tranquillity and fedatenefs as before. The hoft did not reliflx
thefe pranks of his gueft, and therefore determined to put an end to them by
giving him the wnlucky order of knighthood out of hand, before any farther
mifchief thou’d enfue; and fo coming up to him, he begg’d pardon for the
rudenefs thofe vulgar people had been guilty of, without his knowing any thing
of the matter ; however, he faid, they had been fufficiently chaftifed for their
rathnes. He repeated to him, that there was no chapel in that caftle, neither
was it neceffary for what remained to be done : for the whole ftrefs of being
dubb’d a knight lay in the blows on the neck and fhoulders, as he had learn’d
from the ceremonial of the order; and that it might be eftetually performed in
the middle of a field : that he had already difcharged all that belonged to the
watching of the armour, which was fufficiently performed in two hours; and

the
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the rather, fince he had been above four about it. All which Don Quixote
believ’d, and faid, he was there ready to obey him; and defired him to finifh
the bufinefs with the utmoft difpatch, becaufe if he thou’d be affaulted again,
and found himfelf dubb’d a knight, he was refolv’d not to leave a foul alive in
the cattle, except thofe he thou’d command him to {pare for his fake. The con=
ftable, thus warned, and apprehenfive of what might be the event of this refo-
lution, prefently brought the book, in which he enter’d the accounts of the ftraw
and barley he furnih’d to the carriers, and with the two abovefaid damfels (a
boy carrying an end of candle before them) came where Don Quixote was,
whom he commanded to kneel ; and reading in his manual (as if he had been
faying fome devout prayer) in the midft of the reading he lifted up his hand, and
gave him a good blow on the nape of the neck, and after that with his own
fword a handfome thwack on the thoulder, ftill muttering between his teeth as
if he was praying. ‘This done, he order’d one of the ladies to gird on his
fword, which fhe did with the moft obliging freedom, and difcretion too, of
which not a little was needful to keep them from burfting with laughter at every
period of the ceremonies; but indeed the exploits they had already feen our new
knight perform kept their mirth within bounds. At girding on the fword, the
good lady faid: God make you a fortunate knight, and give you fuccefs in battle.
Don Quixote ask’d her name, that he might know from thenceforward to whom
he was indebted for the favour received; for he intended her a fhare of the ho-
nour he fhould acquire by the valour of his arm. She reply’d with much humi-
lity, that fhe was called La Tolofz, and was a cobler’s daughter of Toledo, who
lived at the little thops of Sancho bien aya; and wherever the was, the would
ferve and honour him as her lord. « Don Quixote then defir'd her, for his fake,
thenceforward to add to her name the Don, and to call herfelf Donna Tolofa,
which {he promifed to do. The other buckled on his fpurs; with whom he
held almoft the fame kind of dialogue as he had done with her companion: he
asked her name alfo, and fhe faid the was called La Molinera, and was daugh=
ter of an honeft miller of Antequera. Don Qyixote intreated her alfo to add the
Don, and call herfelf Donna Molinera, making her freth offers of fervice and
thanks.

Thus the never-till-then-feen Ceremonies being haftily difpatch’d, Don
RQuixote, who was Lnpatient to fee himfelf on horfeback, and fallying out in queit
of adventures, immediately faddled Rozinante, and embracing his hoft, mounted,
and at parting faid fuch ftrange things to him, acknowledging the favour of dub=
bing him: a knight, that it is impoffible to exprefs them. The hoft, to get him
the fooner out of the inn, return’d his compliments with no lefs flourithes, tho’
in fewer words, and, without demanding any thing for his lodging, wifh’d him
a good journey.

CHAP
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G R ey Y
Of what befel our knight after be bad fallied out from the inn.

IT was about break of day when Don Quixote iflued forth from the inn, fo fa-

- tisfied, fo gay, fo blithe, to fee himfelf knighted, that the joy thereof almoft
burft his horfe’s girths.  But recollecting the advice of his hoft concerning the
neceffary provifions for his undertaking, efpecially the articles of money and
clean fhirts, he refolved to return home, and furnith himfelf accordingly, and
alfo provide himfelf with a Squire; purpofing to take into his fervice a certain
country fellow of the neighbourhood, who was poor and had children, yet was
very fit for the fquirely office of chivalry. With this thought, he turn’d Rozi-
nante towards his village, who, as it were knowing what his mafter would be
at, began to put on with fo much alacrity, that he hardly feem’d to fet his fect
to the ground. He had not gone far, when, on his right hand, from a thicket
hard by, he fancied he heard a weak voice, as of a perfon complaining. And
fcarcely had he heard it, when he faid ; T thank hecaven for the favour it does
me, in laying before me {o early an opportunity of complying with the duty of
my profeffion, and of reaping the fruit of my honourable defires. Thefe are
doubtlefs the cries of fome diftreffed perfon, who ftands in need of my Protec-
tion and affiftance. And turning the reins, he put Rozinante forward toward
the place, from whence he thought the voice proceeded. And he had enter’d
but a few paces into the wood, when he faw a mare tied to an o2k, and a lad
to another, naked from the wafte upwards, about fifteen years of age; who was
the perfon that cried out; and not without caufe, for a lufty country fellow was
laying him on very feverely with a belt, and accompanied every lath with a re-
primand and a word of advice; for faid he, The tongue flow and the eyes quick.
And the boy anfwer’d, I will do fo no more, dear Sir, by the paffion of Jefus
Chrift, I will never do {o again, and I promife for the future to take more care
of the flock. Now Don Quixote, feeing what pafs’d, faid in an angry tone: Dif-
courteous knight, it ill becomes thee to meddle with one who is not able to de-
fend himfelf; get upon thy horfe, and take thy launce (for he alfo had a launce
leaning againft the oak, to which the mare was faften’d) for I'll make thee to
know that ’tis cowardly to do what thou art doing. The country-man, who
faw fuch a figure coming towards him, cafed in iron, and brandithing his launce

at his face, gave himfelf? up for a dead man, and with good words anfwered ;

Signor Cavalier, this lad, whom I am chaftizing, is my own fervant; I employ
him to tend a flock of fheep which I have hereabouts, and he is o carelefs, that
I lofe one every day; and becaufe I corret him for his negligence, or roguery,
he fays I do it out of covetoufnefs, and for an excufe not to pay him his wages;
but before God, and on my confcience, he lyes. Lyes, in my prefence! pi-

tiful ratcal, faid Doz Quixote; by the fun that fhines upon us, I'bave a good
mind

15
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mind to run thee thro’ and thro’ with this launce : pay him immediately with-
out farther reply; if not, by that God that rules us, I will difpatch and annihilate
thee in a moment ; untie him prefently. The farmer bowed his head, and
without replying a word untied his boy. Don Quixote ask’d the lad how much
his mafter ow’d him; who anfwer’d; nine months wages at feven * reals a
month. Don Quixote computed it, and found that it amounted to fixty-three
reals; and he bade the country-man inftantly disburfe them, otherwife he muft
expet to die for it.  The fellow in a fright anfwer’d, that, on the word of a
dying man, and upon the oath he had taken (tho’ by the way he had taken no
oath) it was not fo much ; for he muft deduct the price of three pair of pumps
he had given him upon account, and a real for two blood-lettings when he was
not well.  All this is very right, faid Don Quixote; but fet the pumps and the
blood-lettings againft the ftripes you have given him undefervedly; for if he tore
the leather of the pumps that you paid for, you have torn his skin; and if the
barber-furgeon drew blood from him when he was fick, you have drawn blood
from him when he is well; {o that upon thefe accounts he owes you nothing,
The mifchief is, Signor Cavalier, quoth the country-man, that I have no
money about me; but let A4rdres go home with me, and I will pay him all, real
by real. I go with him? faid the lad; the devil a bit; no Sir, I defign no fuch
thing; for when he has me alone, he will flay me like any faint Bartholomew®,
He will not do fo, reply’d Don Quixote; it is {ufficient, to keep him in awe,
that I lay my commands upon him; and upon condition he fwears to me, by
the order of knighthood which he has receiv’d, I will let him go free, and will
be bound for the payment. Take heed, good Sir, what yeu fay, quoth the boy ;
for my mafter is no knight, nor ever receiv’d any order of knighthood : he is
Jobn Aldudo the rich, of the neighbourhood of Qyintanar. That is little to the
purpofe, anfwer'd Don Quixote ; there may have been knights of the family of
the Aldudos 3, and the rather fince every man is the fon of his own works.
That’s true, quoth Andres; but what works is my mafter the fon of, who re-
fufes me the wages of my fweat and labour? I do not refufe thee, friend -
dres, reply’d the farmer; and be fo kind to go with me; and I fwear by all the
orders of knighthood that are in the world, to pay thee, as I have faid, every
penny down, and 4 perfum’d into the bargain.  As to the perfuming, I thank
you for that, faid Don Quixote; give it him in reals and I fhall be fatisfied : and
fee that you perform what you have fworn; elfe I fwear to you by the fame
oath, to return, to find you out, and chaftife you; for I fhall find you out, tho’

* A Real is about fixpence Englifs.

* In the popifh churches there is frequently an image or ftatue of a man without his skin, which is cal'ed
A Saint Bartholomew.

3 This looks like a piece of Satire upon fome family of that name, who probably had given Cerwvantes
fome provocation.

+ A Spanib phrafe for paying or returning any thing with advantage, and u1'ed hete as a fatire on the

;ﬁ'cmei;ate cuftom of wearing cvery thing perfumed, infomuch that the very money i their pockets was
cented,

you
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you fhould hide yourfelf clofer than a little lizard,  And if you wou’d know
who it is that commands you this, that you may be the more firictly obliged to
perform your promife, know that I am the valorous Don Quixote de la Mancha,
the redrefler of wrongs and abufes; and fo farewel, and do not forget what you
have promifed and fworn, on pain of the penalties aforefaid. And fo faying, he
clap’d fpurs to Rozinante, and was foon got a good way off. The country-man
followed him with all the eyes he had, and when he found he was quite paft
the wood, and out of fight, he turn’d to his man Audres, and faid ; Come hi-
ther, child, I am refolved to pay you what I owe you, as that redreffer of
wrongs commanded me. And I fwear fo you fhall, quoth Andres, and to be
fure, Sir, you will do well to perform what that honeft gentleman has com-
manded, whom god grant to live a thoufand years, and who is {o brave a man,
‘and {o juit a judge, that, adad, if you don’t pay me, he will come back and ex-
cute what he has threatned. And I fwear fo too, quoth the peafant; but to
fhew thee how much I love thee, I am refolv’d to augment the debt, to increafe
the payment: and taking him by the arm, he tied him again to the tree, where
he gave him fo many ftripes, that he left hin: for dead. Now, mafter Andres,
call upon that redrefler of wrongs; thou wilt find he will hardly redrefs this, tho’
I believe I have not half done yet; for I have a good mind to flea thee alive as
thou fearedft but now. Butat length he untied him, and gave him leave to go
in queil of his judge, to execute the fentence he had pronounced. Andres went
away in dudgeon, {wearing he would find out the valorous Don Quixote de la
Mancha, and tell him all that had paffed, and that he fhould pay for it fevenfold.
Notwitl:ftanding all this away he went weeping, and his mafter ftaid behind
laughing.

In this manner the valorous Don Quixote redrefled this wrong; and overjoyed
at his fuccefs, as thinking he had given a moft fortunate and glorious beginning
to his knight-erraniry, he went on toward his village, intirely fatisfied with him-
felf, and faying in a low accent; Well mayft thou deem thy felf happy above all
women living on the earth, O Dulcinea del Tobofo, beauteoys above the moft
beautiful, fince it has been thy lot to have fubje&t and obedient to thy whole will
and pleafure fo valiant and renowned a knight as is, and ever fhall be, Doz
Quixote de la. Mancha, who (as all the world knows) received but yefterday the
order of knighthood, and to-day has redreffcd the greateft injury and grievance,
that injuftice could invent and cruclty commit: for to-day hath he wrefted the
{courge out of the hand of that pitilefs enemy, who fo undefervedly lafh’d that
tender ftiipling.

Juft as he had done {peaking, he came to the center of four roads, and pre-
fently it came inio his imagination, that the knights-errant, when they came to
thefe crofs-ways, fet themfelves to confider, which of the roads they fhould take;
and to imitate them, he ftood ftill awhile, and at laft, after mature confidera-
tion, he let go the reins, fubmiiting his own will to be guided by that of his

Vot L D horfe,
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horfe, who, following his firft motion, took the direct road toward his own ftable.
And having gone about two miles, Don Quixote difcovered a great crowd of
cople, who, as it afterwards appear’d, were certain merchants of Toledo, who
were going to buy filks in Murcia. There were fix of them, and they came
with their umbrellas, and four fervants on horfe-back, and three Muleteers on
foot. Scarce had Don Quixote efpied them, when he imagined it muft be fome
new adventure: and to imitate, as near as poflibly he could, the paffages he had
read in his books, he fancied this to be cut out on purpofe for him to atchieve.
And fo with a graceful deportment and intrepidity he fettled himfelf firm in his
ftirrups, grafped his launce, covered his breaft with his target, and pofting him-
felf in the mid®t of the high-way, he ftood waiting the coming up of thofe
knights-errant; for fuch he already judged them to be: and when they were
come o near as to be feen and heard, Don Quixote raifed his voice, and with an
arrogant air cried out: Let the whole world ftand, if the whole world does not
confefs, that there is not in the whole world a damfel more beautiful than the
emprefs of [z Mancha the peerlefs Dulcinea del Tobofp. The merchants ftop'd
at the found of thefe words, and to behold the ftrange figure of him who pro-
nounced them; and by one and the other they foon perceived the madnefs of
the fpeaker: but they had a mind to ftay and fee what that confeflion meant,
which he required of them; and one of them, who was fomewhat of a wag,
but withal very difcreet, faid to him; Signor cavalier, we do not know who this
good lady you mention may be: let us but fee her, and if fhe is of fo great
beauty as you intimate, we will, with all our hearts, and without any conftraint,
confefs that truth you exa& from us, Should I thew her to you, replied Doz
Quixote, where would be the merit in confeffing a truth fo notorious? the bufi-
nefs is, that, without feeing her, you believe, confefs, affirm, fwear, and main-
tain it; and if not, I challenge you all to battle, proud and monftrous as you are :
and, whether you come on one by one (as the laws of chivalry require) or all
together, as is the cuftom and wicked practice of thofe of your ftamp, here I
wait for you, confiding in the juftice of my caufe. Sir knight *, replied the
merchant, I befeech your worfhip, in the name of all the princes here prefent,
that we may not lay a burden upon our confciences, by confefling a thing we
never faw nor neard, and efpecially what is fo much to the prejudice of the em-
prefles and queens of Alcarria and Effremadura ; that your worfhip would be
pleafed to thew us fome portraiture * of this lady, though no bigger than a barley-

* When the merchant anfwer'd before, he was fuppofed not to know the perfon he fpoke to; and there-
fore he calls him Signor cavalier : but now that Dos Quixote puts it paft all doubt that he fets up for a Aaighe-
errant, be calls him Sir knight, and goes on in the ftyle of rcmance.

* In a multitede of romances we meet with the cuflom of painting the lady’s face upon the knight’s
fhield, who maintains from country to country, and from court to court, that his miltrefs exceeds all others
in beauty and ail other perfettions, Nay farther, they fometimes carried a lady or ladies with them, and,
at cheir arrival in any country or aity, publithed a cartel or chailenge, defying ail the knights of thofe parts
1o match thofe vagrant beauties, ftaking lady againfl lady, cr thrce or four againft one, according as they
could fettle it in refpeét to beauty or quality, ard the conqueror to carry off the prize or prizes: fomctimes
they refufed to fhiew the lady, and only preduced her pidture in her ftead.

corn,
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corn ; for we fhall guefs at the clue by the thread, and herewith we fhall reft
fatisfied and fafe, and your worthip remain contented and appeafed : nay I ve-
rily believe we are already fo far inclined to your fide, that, tho’ her picture thould
reprefent her {quinting with one eye, and diftilling vermillion and brimftone from
the other, notwithftanding all this, to oblige you, we will fay whatever you pleafe
in her favour. There diftils not, bafe fcoundrels, anfwered Doz Qyixote, burn-
ing with rage, there diftils not from her what you fay, but rather ambergreafe
and civet among cotton * ; neither is fhe crooked, nor hump-back’d, but as
ftreight as a fpindl€ of Guadarrama * : but you fhall all pay for the horrid blaft
phemy you have uttered againtt fo tranfcendent a beauty as my miftrefs. And
fo faying, with his launce couch’d, he ran at him who had fpoken, with fo
much fury and rage, that, if good-fortune had not order’d it that Rozinante
ftumbled and fell in the midft of his career, it had gone hard with the daring
merchant. Rozinante fell, and his mafter lay rolling about the field a good while,
and endeavouring to rife, but in vain, fo encumber’d was he with his launce,
target, {purs and helmet, and with the weight of his antique armour. And
while he was thus ftruggling to get up, and could not, he continued calling out ;
Fly not, ye daftardly rabble; ftay, ye race of flaves; for ’tis through my
horfe’s fault, and not my own, that I lye here extended. A muleteer of the
«company, who it feems was not over good-natured, hearing the poor fallen gen-
tleman vent fuch arrogancies, cou’d not bear it without returning him an anfwer
on his ribs ; and coming to him, he took the launce, and after he had broken it
to pieces, with one of the fplinters he fo belaboured Don Quixote, that, in fpite
of his armour, he threth’d him to chaff. His mafters cried out not to beat
him {o much, and to leave him : but the muleteer was piqu’d, and wou’d not
quit the game, ’till he had quite fpent the remainder of his choler : and running
for the other pieces of the launce, he finithed the breaking them upon the poor
fallen knight, who, notwithftanding the tempeft of blows that fcll upon him,
never thut his mouth, but threaten’d heaven and earth, and thofe affaffins, for
fuch they feemed to him. At length the fellow was tired, and the merchants
went on their way, fufficiently furnithed with matter of difcourfe concerning
the poor belaboured knight ; who, when he found himfelf alone, tried again to
raife himfelf; but if he could not do it when whole and well, how fhould he,
when bruifed, and almoft battcred to pieces? yet ftill he thought himfelf a happy
man, looking upon this as a misfortune peculiar to knights-errant, “and imputing
the whole to his horfe’s fault; nor was it poflible for him to raife himfelf up,
his whole body was fo horribly bruifed.

+ In Spain and Italy, perfumes and eflences are ufual prefents made to perfons of the firt diftin&tion,
and put up in fmall vials or ivory boxes, in nefts of cotton deck'd with raw filk of various dyes, and

d in beautiful order, in caskets of filagree, or other coftly work. ;
ranxggrhl: rocks of this hill are fo freight andsperpendicular, that they were called The Spindles. At the foot

of it ftands the Efeurial.
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Wherein is continued the narration of our knight's misfortune.

BUT finding that he was really not able to ftir, he bethought himfelf of
having recourfe to his ufual remedy, which was to recolle&t fome paffage of
his books ; and his frenzy inftantly prefented to his remembrance that of Valdovinos
and the marquis of Mantua, when Carlofo left him wounded on the mountain ;
a ftory known to children, not unknown to youth, commended and credited by
old men, and for all that no truer than the miracles of Mabomet. Now this
example feemed to him as if it had been caft in a mold to fit the diftrefs he was
in: und fo, with fymptoms of great bodily pain, he began to roll himfelf on
the ground, and fuid with a faint tone, what was faid by the wounded knight of

the wood :

Where ar't thou, miftrefs of my beart,
Unconfcious of thy lover’s fmart ¢

Ab me ! thou know'ft not my diftrefs ;
Or thou ar't falfe and pitilefs.

And in this manner he went on with the romance till he came to thofe verfes,
where it is faid; O noble marquis of Mantua, my uncle and lord by blood.
And it fo fortuned, that juft as he came to that verfe, there chanced to
pafs by a countryman of his own village, and his near neighbour, who had been
carrying a load of wheat to the mill: who, feeing a man lying ftretched on the
earth, came up, and asked him who he was, and what ailed him, that he made
fuch a doleful lamentation ?  Don Quixote believed he muft certainly be the mar-
quis of Mantua his uncle, and fo returned him no anfwer, but went on with
his romance, giving an account of his misfortune, and of the amours of the
emperor’s fon with his {fpoufe, juft in the fame manner as it is there recounted.
The peafant ftood confounded at hearing fuch fenfelefs cxtravagancies, and ta-
king off his vifor, which was beaten all to-pieces, he wiped his face, which
was covered with duft ; and the moment he had done wiping it, he knew him,
and faid, Ah Signor Quixada (for {fo he was called before he had loft his fenfes,
and was transformed from a fober gentleman to a knight-errant) how came your
worthip in this condition ? but he anfwered out of his remance to whatever
queftion he asked him : which the good man perceiving, made a fhift to take off
his back and breaft-picce, to fee if he had received any wound : but he faw no
blood, nor fign of any hurt. Then he endeavoured to raife him from the
ground, and with much ado fet him upon his afs, as being the beaft of eafieft
carriage. He gathered together all the arms, not excepting the broken pieces of
the launce, and tied them upon Rozinante;and fo taking him by the bridle,
and his afs by the halter, he went on toward his village, full of reflexion at hear-
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ing the extravagancies which Don Quixote uttered; and no lefs thoughtful was the
knight, who through the mere force of bruifesand bangs could fcarce keep himfelf
upon the afs, and ever and anon fent forth fuch groans as feemed to pierce the
skies; infomuch that the peafant was again forced to ask him what ailed him :
and fure nothing but the devil himfelf cou’d furnith his memory with ftories fo
fuited to what had befallen him ; for at that inftant, forgetting #a/dovinos, he be-
thought himfelf of the Moor Abindarraez, at the time when the governor of
Antequera Roderigo of Narvaez had taken him prifoner, and convey’d him to
his caftle. So that when the peafant asked him again how he did, he anfwered
him in the very fame words and expreffions, in which the prifoner Abindarraez
anfwered Roderigo of Narvaez, according as he had read the ftory in the Diana
of George of Montemayor, applying it fo patly to his own cafe, that the peafant
went on curfing himfelt to the devil, to hear fuch a monftrous heap of nonfenfe:
from whence he collected that his neighbour was run mad, and therefore made
what hafte he cou’d to reach the village, to free himfelf from the vexation of
Don Quixote’s tirefome and impertinent fpeeches. In the mean time Don Quixote
went on faying : Be it known to your worthip, Signor Don Roderigo de Nar-
vaez, that this beauteous Xarzfz, whom I mentioned, is now the fair Dulcinea
del Tobo/o, for whom I have done, do, and will do, the moft famous exploits of
chivaliy, that have been, are, or fhall be feen in the world. To this the pea-
fant anfwered ; Look you, Sir, as I am a finner, I am not Don Roderigo de Nar-
vaez, nor the marquis of Mantua, but Pedro Alonfo your neighbour : neither
is your worthip Valdovines, nor Abindarraez, but the worthy gentlemfan Signor
Ryixada. 1 know who Iam, anfwered Don Quixote, and 1 know too that I am not
only capuble of being thofe I have mentioned, but all the twelve peers of France,
yea and the nine worthies, fince my exploits will far exceed all that they have
atchieved, jointly or feparately taken.

With thefe and the like difcourfes they reached the village : but the peafant
ftaid till the night was a liitle advanced, that the people might not fee the poor
battered gentleman fo fcurvily mounted.  When the hour he thought convenient
was come, he entered the village, and arrived at Don Quixote’s houfe, which
he found all in an uproar. The prie/* and the barber * of the place, who were
Don Quixote’s great friends, happened to be there; and the houfe-keeper
was faying to them aloud ; what is your opinion, Signor Licenciate Pero Perez,
(for that was the prieft’s name) of my maiter’s misfortune ? for neither he, nor
his hoife, nor the rarget, nor the launce, nor the armour, have been feen thefe
fix days patt. Woeis me! I am verily perfuaded, and ’tis as certainly true as §
was born to die, that thefe curfed books of knight-errantry, which he keeps,
and is fo often reading, have turned his brain ; and now I think of it, I have

* The barber is always a furgeon, and confequently a country doétor ; and a perfon of no fmall impor-
tance, fiice he has the ordering and adjufting of the Muflackios, thofe cafigns of the Spani dignity and
gravay.

often
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often heard him fay, talking to himfelf, that he would turn knight-errant, and
go about the world in queft of adventures. The devil and Barabbas take all
fuch books, that have thus fpoiled the fineft underftanding in all /2 Mancha. The
niece joined with her, and faid moreover : know, mafter Nicholas (for that was
the barber’s name) that it has often happened, that my honoured uncle has con-
tinued poring on thefe confounded books of difventures two whole days and
nights; and then throwing the book out of his hands, he would draw his fword,
and fence, back-ftroke and fore-ftroke, with the walls; and when he was hear-
tily tired, would fay, he had killed four giants as tall as fo many fteeples, and
that the fweat, which ran from him, when weary, was the blood of the wounds
he had received in the fight ; and then he would prefently drink off a large jug of
cold water, and be as quiet and well as ever, telling us, that water wasa moft pre-
cious liquor, brought him by the fage Efguife*, a great enchanter and his friend.
But I take the blame of all this to myfelf, that I did not advertife you, gentle-
men, of my dear uncle’s extravagancies, before they were come to the height
they now are, that you might have prevented them, by burning all thofe curfed
books, of which he has fo great ftore, and which as juftly deferve to be com-
mitted to the flames, as if they were heretical. I fay the fame, quoth the prieft,
and in faith to-morrow fhall not pafs, without holding a publick inquifition
againft them, and condemning them to the fire, that they may no more minifter
occafion to thofe, who read them, to do what I fear my good friend has done.
All this the peafant and Don Quixote over-heard, and it confirmed the country-
man in the belief of his neighbour’s infirmity ; and fo he began to cry aloud ;
Open the doors, gentlemen, to Signor Va/dovines and the marquis of Mantua,
who comes dangeroufly wounded, and to Signor Abindarraez the Moor, whom
the valorous Roderigo de Narvaez, governor of Antequera, brings as his prifoner.
At hearing this, they all came out, and as fome knew their friend, others their
mafter and uncle, all ran to embrace him, who was not yet alighted from the
ais, for indeed he could not. Forbear all of you, he cried, for I am forel
wounded thro” my horfe’s fault: carry me to my bed, and, if it be poffible,
fend for the fage Usganda * to fearch and heal my wounds. Look ye, in the de-
vil’s name, faid the houfe-keeper immediately, if my heart did not tell me right,
on which leg my mafter halted. Get up ftairs, in god’s name; for, without the
help of that fame Urganda, we fhall find a way to cure you ourfelves. Curfed,
fay I again, and a hundred times curfed be thofe books of knight-errantry, that
have brought your worfhip to this pafs. They carried him prefently to his
chamber, and fearching for his wounds, they found none at all : and he told
them, he was only bruifed by a great fall he got with his horfe Rozinante, as he
was fighting with ten of the moft prodigious and audacious giants that were to
be found on the earth. Ho, ho, fays the prieft, what ! there are giants too in
* Miftaken by the gir] for Alguife, a famous enchanter in Amadis de Gau! and Do Belianis of Greece.
* A moft rotuble enciantrefs in Amadis de Gaul, even beyond the faze Alguife.
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DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA.
the dance * : by the holy fign of the crofs I fhall fet fire to them all before to-mor-

row night. They asked Don Quixote a thoufand queftions, and he wou’d anfwer

nothing, but only defired fomething to eat, and that they would let him fleep,

‘which was what he ftood moft in need of. They did {o, and the prieft enquired

particularly of the countryman in what condition he had found Don Quixote ;
who gave him an account of the whole, with the extravagancies he had uttered
both at the time of finding him and all the way home ; which increafed the Li-
centiate’s defire to do what he did the next day ; which was, to call on his friend
mafter Nicholas the barber, with whom he came to Don Quixote’s houfe.

C s B D VI

Of the pleafant and grand [crutiny made by the prieft and the barber in our

ingenious gentleman's library.

\R] HILST DonQuixote ftill {lept on, the prieft asked the niece for the keys

of the chamber where the books were, thofe authors of the mifchief;
and fhe delivered them with a very good will. They all went in, and the houfe-
keeper with them. They found above a hundred volumes in foko very well
bound, befides a great many fmall ones. And no fooner did the houfe-keeper
fee them, than fhe ran out of the room in great hafte, and immediately returned
with a pot of holy water, and fome fprigs of hyflop, and faid ; Signor Licen-
tiate, take this and fprinkle the room, left fome enchanter, of the many thefe
books abound with, fhou’d enchant us in revenge for what we intend to do, in
banifhing them out of the world. The prieft fmiled at the houfe-keeper’s fim-
plicity, and ordered the barber to reach him the books, one by one, that they
might fee what they treated of ; for, perhaps, faid he, we may find fome, that
may not deferve to be chaftifed by fire. No, faid the niece, there is no reafon
why any of them fhou’d be fpared ; for they have all been mifchief-makers : it
will be beft to fling them out of the window into the court-yard, and make a pile
of them and fet fire to it, or elfe carry them into the back-yard, and there make
a bonfire of them, and the fmoak will offend no body. The houfe-keeper faid
the fame ; fo eagesly did they both thirft for the death of thofe innocents. But
the prieft wou’d not agree to that, without firft reading the titles at leat. And
the firft that mafter Nicholas put into his hands was Amadis de Gaul in four
parts * ; and the prieft faid : there feems to be fome myftery in this; for, as I
have heard fay, this was the firft book of chivalry printed in Sparz, and all the
reft have had their foundation and rife from it ; and therefore I think, as head of
fo pernicious a {ect, ‘we ought to condemn him to the fire without mercy. Not
fo, Sir, faid the barber ; for I have heard alfo, that ’tis the beft of all the boaks

' Alluding toa paflage in Amadis, where feveral giants are mix’d with ladies and knights, at Conflanti-
sople, in a dance.
» Hence it appears, that only the firlt four books of Amadis were thought cenuine by Csrwantes. The
fubfequent volumes, to the number of twenty-one, are condemn’d hereby as fpurious.
of
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of this kind; and therefore, as being fingular in his art, he ought to be fpared.
It is true, faid the prieft, and for that reafon his life is granted him for the pre-
fent. Let us fee that other that ftands next him. Itis, faid the barber, the .44-
ventures of Efplandian, the legitimate fon of Amadis de Gaul.. Verily, faid the
prieft, the goodnefs of the father fhall avail the fon nothing : take him, miftrefs
houfe-keeper; open yon cafement and throw him into the yard, and let kim give
a beginning to the pile for the intended bonfire. The houfe-kecper did fo with
much fatisfaction, and honeft Efplandian was fent flying into the yard, there to
wait with patience for the fire with which he was threatned. Proceed, faid the
prieft. The next, faid the barber, is Amadis of Greece : yea, and all thefe on
this fide, I believe, are of the lineage of 4madis. Then into the yard with
them all, quoth the prieft; for rather than not burn queen Pintiquiniefira *,
and the thepherd Darine/ * with his eclogues, and the damn’d intricate difcourfes
of its author, I would burn the father who begot me, did I meet him in the
garb of a knight-errant. Of the fame opinion am I, faid the barber; and
T too, added the niece. Since it is fo, faid the houfe-keeper, away with them
all into the yard. They handed them to her, and there being great pum-
bers of them, to fave herfelf the trouble of the ftairs, fhe threw them
all, the fhorteft way, out of the window. What tun of an author is
that? faid the prieft. This is, anfwered the barber, Don Olivante de
Laura. The author of that book, faid the prieft, was the fame who compofed
the garden of flowers; and in good truth I know not which of the two books is
the trueft, or rather the leaft lying; I can only fay, that this goes to the yard for
its arrogance and abfurdity. This that follows is Florifmarte of Hyrcania, faid
the'barber. What! is Signor Florifinarte there, replied the prieft; now in good
faith he fhall foon make his appearance in the yard, notwithftanding his ftrange
birth and chimerical adventures; for the harthnefs and drinefs of his ftile will ad-
mit of no excufe. To the yard with him, and with this other, miftrefs houfe-
keeper. 'With all my heart, dear Sir, anfwered fhe, and with much joy execu-
ted what the was commanded. This is the knight Platir, faid the barber.
That, faid the prieft, is an ancient book, and I find nothing in him deferving
pardon : let him keep the reft company without more words; which was ac-
coréingly done. They opened another book, and found it intitled The knight of
the crofs.  So religious a title, quoth the prieft, might, one would think, atone
for the ignorance of the author; but it isa common faying, The devil lurks be-
hind the crofs: {o to the fire with him. The barber, taking down another book,
faid, this is the Mirrour of chivalry. O! Iknow his worfhip very well, quoth
the prieft. Here comes Signor Reynaldos de Montalvan, with his friends and
companions, greater thieves than Cacus; and the twelve peers, with the faithful
hiftoriographer Turpin. However, I am only for condemning them to perpe-
* A terrible fighting giantefs, in 4madis de Gar/, and one of the moft ridiculous charaéters imaginable.

1 A ridiculous buffion, in love with an emprefs, ibid.
tual
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tual banithment, becaufc they contain fome things of the famous Mateo Boyar-
do’s * invention; from whom alfo the chriftian poet Ludovico Ariofle fpun his
web: but if I find even him here, and f{peaking any other language than his
own, I will thew him no refpect; but, if he fpeaks in his own tongue, I will
put him upon my head . I have him in Italian, faid the barber, but I do not
underftand him. Neither is it any great matter, whether you underftand him or
not 3, anfwered the prieft; and we wou’d willingly have excufed the good cap-
tain from bringing him into Spain, and making him a Ceffilian; for he has de-
prived him of a great deal of his native value: and this is the misfortune of all
thofe, who undertake to tranflate books of verfe into other languages; for, with
all their care and skill, they can never raife them to the pitch they were at in
their firft production. I pronounce, in fhort, that this, and all other books that
fhall be found treating of French matters 4, be thrown afide, and depofited in
fome dry vault, ’till we can determine with more deliberation what is to be
done with them; excepting Bernardo del Carpio, and another called Roncefvalles,
who, if they fall into my hands, fhall pafs into the houfe-keeper’s, and thence
into the fire, without any remiffion. The barber confirmed the fentence, and
held it for good, and a matter well determined, knowing that the prieft was fo
good a chriftian, and {o much a friend to truth, that he would not utter a falf~
hood for all the world 5. And fo opening another book, he faw it was Pa/merin
de Oliva, and next it another called Palnerin of England; which the Licentiate
efpying, faid; Let this O/iva be torn to pieces and burnt, that not fo much as
the athes may remain : but let Palmerin of England be preferved, and kept, as
a fingular piece; and let fuch another cafe be made for it, as that which Alexan-
der found among the fpoils of Darsus, and appropriated to preferve the works
of the poet Homer. 'This book, goflip, is confiderable upon two accounts; the
one, that it is very good in itfelf; and the other, becaufe there is a tradition that
it was written by an ingenious king of Portugal. All the adventures of the
Caftle of Miraguarda are excellent, and very artificial; the dialogue courtly and
clear; and the decorum preferved in all the characters, with great judgment and
propricty. Therefore, mafter Nicholas, {aving your better judgment, let this,
and Amadis de Gaul, be exempted from the fire, and let all the reft perith with-
out more ado. Not fo, goffip, replied the barber; for this that I have here is
the renowned Don Belianis. The prieft replied; This, with the fecond, third,
and fourth parts, wants a little rhubarb to purge away its exceflive choler: be-
fides we muft remove all that relates to the caftle of Fame, and other imperti-

1 A famous Jtalian poet, author of feveral canto's of Orlando Inamorato; from whom Ariofls borrowed a

great part of his Orlando Furiofo.
2 A mark of honour and refpe&t. ]
3 It is plain from hence, that Ceraantes did not relifh Arioflo’s extravagancies.
4 Meaning the common fubject of roinances, the fcene of which lay in France, under Charlemagne, and the
adins.
Paf There are feveral fatirical firokes upon the clergy in this book, and the author is forced now and then to
balance them with fuch open flattery as this here.
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nencies of greater confequence; wherefore let them have the benefit of tranf-
portation, and, as they fhew figns of amendment, they fhall be treated with
mercy or juftice: in the mean time, neighbour, give them room in your houfe;
but let no body read them. With all my heart, quoth the barber, and, with-
out tiring himfelf any farther in turning over books of chivalry, he bid the
houfe-keeper takeall the great ones and throw them into the yard. This was not
fpoken to one ftupid or deaf, but to one who had a greater mind to be burning
them, than weaving the fineft and largeft * web.,  And therefore laying hold of
feven or eight at dnce, fhe toft them out at the window. By her taking fo many
together, there fell one at the barber’s feet, who had a mind to fee what it was,
and found it to be, The biflory of the renowned kuight Tirant the white. God
fave me! quoth the prieft, louder than ordinary, is Tirant the white there? Give
me him here, neighbour; for I make account I have found a treafure of delight,
and a mine of entertainment. Here is Don Kyrie-eleifon of Montalvan, a valo-
rous knight, and his brother Thomas of Montalvan, and the knight Fonfeca, and
the combat which the valiant Defriante fought with Alano, and the fmart con-
ceits of the damfel Plazerdemivida *, with the amours and artifices of the wi-
dow Repofada *; and madam the emprefs in love with her {quire Hypolizo. Ve-
rily, goffip, in its way, it is the beft book in the world: here the knights eat,
and fleep, and die in their beds, and make their wills before their deaths; with
feveral things, which are wanting in all other books of this kind. Notwith-
ftanding all this, I tell you, the author deferved, for writing fo many foolith
things ferioufly, to be fent to the gallies for all the days of his life: carry it home,
and read it, and you will find all I fay of him to be true. I will do fo, anfwered
the barber: but what fhall we do with thefe little books that remain? Thefe,
faid the prieft, are, probably, not books of chivalry, but of poetry: and open-
ing one, he found it was the Diana of George of Montemayor, and faid (believ-
ing all the reft to be of the fame kind) thefe do not deferve to be burnt like the
reft; for they cannot do the mifchief, that thofe of chivalry have done: they
are works of genius and fancy, and do no body any hurt. O Sir, faid the niece,

~ pray order thefe to be burnt with the reft; for, thou’d my uncle be cured of this

diftemper of chivalry, he may poffibly, by reading thefe books, take it into his
head to become a fhepherd 3, and wander thro’ the woods and fields, finging
and playing on a pipe; and, what would be flill worfe, to turn poet, which,
they fay, isan incurable and contagious difeafe. The damfel fays true, quoth
the prieft, and it will not be amifs to remove this ftumbling-block and occafion
out of our friend’s way. And fince we begin with the Diuna of Montemayor,
I am of opinion not to burn it, but to take away all that treats of the fage Feli-

* A concealed piece of fatire on the lazinefs and want of good houfewifry of the Spani/% women,

2 Qualities perfonified, or made into fubflantive nanes. Plazerdemivida fignifies pleafure of my life: Re-
Jofada, quiet or fedate.

3 He did fo, at the end of the fecond part,

sia,
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¢ia, and of the enchanted fountain, and alimoft all the longer poems; and leave
him the profe in god’s name, and the honour of being the firft in that kind of
writing., - This that follows, faid the barber, is the Diana called the fecond, by
Salmantino; and another of the fame name, whofe author is Gi/ Pob. The
Salmantinian, anfwered the prieft, may accompany and encreafe the number of
the condemned; to the yard with him : but let that of G/ Polo be preferved, as
if it were written by Apollo himfelf. Proceed, goffip, and let us difpatch ; for
it grows late. This, faid the barber, opening another, is the Ten books of the
Jortune of lrve, compofed by Antonio de Lofrafp, a Sardinian poet. By the
holy orders I have received, faid the prieft, fince Apollo was Apolls, the mufes
mufes, and the poets poets, fo humorous and fo whimfical a book as this was
never written ; it is the beft, and moft fingular of the kind, that ever appeared
in the world; and he, who has not read it, may reckon that he never read any
thing of tafte: give it me here, goflip; for I value the finding it more than if
I had been prefented with a caflock of Florence fattin. "He laid it afide with ex-
ceeding pleafure, and the barber proceeded, faying; Thefe that follow are the
Shepherd of Iberia, the Nymphs of Enares, and the Cures of jealoufy. There is
no more to be done, faid the prieft, but to deliver them up to the fecular arm *
of the houfe-keeper; and ask me not why, for then we fhou’d never have done.
This that comes next is the Shepberd of Filida. He is no thepherd, faid the
prieft, but an ingenious courtier; let him be preferved, and laid up as a pre-
cious jewel. This bulky volume here, faid the barber, is intitled The treafure
of divers poems. Had they been fewer, replied the prieft, they would have
been more efteemed : it is neceflary this book fhould be weeded and cleared of
all the low things interfperfed amongft its fublimities : let it be preferved, both
as the author is my friend, and out of regard to other more heroic and exalted
pieces of his writing. This, purfued the barber, is a book of Songs by Lopez
Maldonads. The author of this book alfo, replied the prieft, is a great friend
of mine: his verfes, fung by himfelf, raife admiration in the hearers; and fuch
is the fweetnefs of his voice in finging them, that they perfeCtly enchant. He
is a little too prolix in his eclogues ; but there can never be too much of what
is really good : let it be kept with the fclect. But what book is that next to it?
'The Galatea of Michael de Cervantes *, faid the barber. That Cervantes has
been a great friend of mine thefe many years, and I know that he is better ac-
quainted with misfortunes than with poetry. His book has fomewhat of good
invention in it; he propofes fomething, but concludes nothing : we muft wait
for the fecond part, which he promifes 3; perhaps, on his amendment, he may

1 The clergy of the Irguifition pretend to be fo compaflionate and averfe to bloodfhed, that wken they
have condemned an heretic to the flames, they only deliver him up to the fecular arrz, that is, into the hauds
of the civil magiitrate, who is obliged to put their chriftian fentence in execution.

* An ingenious advertifement to help the fale of his book, This, and fome other paffagcs, fhew that our
author lived by his writings.

3 Carvantes never performed this promife.
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obtain that entire pardon, which is now denied him; in the mean time, goffip,
keep him a reclufe in your chamber. ~ With all my heart, anfwered the barber;
and here come three together : The Araucana of Don Alonfo de Ercilla, the
Auftriada of fohn Rufo, jurat of Cordova, and the Monferrato of Chriftoval de
Virves, a poet of Valencia. 'Thefe three books, faid the prieft, are the beft
that are written in heroic verfe in the Cg/fi/ian tongue, and may come in compe-
tition with the moft famous of Ifaly : let them be preferved as the beft per-
formances in poetry Spain can boaft of. ‘The prieft grew tired of looking over
fo many books, and fo, infide and contents unknown *, he would have all the
reft burnt. But the barber had already opened one called The tears of Angelica.
I thould have fhed tears myfelf (faid the prieft, hearing the name) had I or-
dered that book to be burnt; for its author was one of the moft famous poets,
not of Spain only, but of the whole world, and tranflated fome fables of Owid
with great fuccefs.

C o, AR VIL
Of the fecond fally of our good knight Don Quixote de la Mancha.

\, 7 HILE they were thus employ’d, Don Quixote began to call out aloud,
faying : Here, here, valorous knights, here ye muft exert the force of

your valiant arms; for the courtiers begin to get the better of the tournament.
This noife and outcry, to which they all ran, puta ftop to all farther fcrutiny of
the books that remained ; and therefore it is believed, that to the fire, without
being feen or heard, went the Carolea, and Leon of Spain, with the Af#s of the
Emperor compofed by Don Louis de Avila, which without doubt muft have
been among thofe that were left: and perhaps had the prieft feen them, they
had not undergone fo rigorous a fentence. When they came to Don Quixote, he
was already got out of bed, and continued his outcries and ravings, with his
drawn fword laying furioufly about him, back-ftroke and fore-ftroke, being as
broad awake as if he had never been afleep. They clofed in with him, and laid
him upon his bed by main force, and after he was a little compofed, turning
himfelf to talk to the prieft, he faid; Certainly, my lord archbithop Turpin, it
is a great difgrace to us, who call ourfelves the fwelve peers, to let the knights-
courtiers * carry off the viGtory without more oppofition, after we the adventu-
rers had gained the prize in the three preceding days.  Say no more, good gof-
fip, faid the prieft; it may be god’s will to change our fortune, and what is loft
to-day may be won to-morrow : mind your health for the prefent; for I think
you muft needs be extremely fatigued, if not forely wounded. Wounded ! no,

v A carga cerrada. A mercantile phrafe ufed in their bills of lading.

2 The nights-courtiers were thofe who maintained the fuperiority of their miftrefles beauty againft all op-
pofers: the knights-adventurers were thofe who entered the lifts with them, without its being known who they

were, or from whence they came.  Don Quixote in his dream fancies himfelf one of the latter, and wakes un-
der the concern of his pasty being in danger of being worlted.

faid
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faid Don Qyixote; but bruifed and battered Iam for certain; for that baftard,
Don Roldan, has pounded me to mafh with the trunk of an oak, and all out of
mere cnvy, becaufe he fees that I am the fole rival of his prowefs. But let me
never more be called Rinaldo of Montauban, if, as foon as I am able to rife from
this bed, I do not make him pay dear for it, in fpite of all his enchantments ;
but at prefent bring me fome breakfaft, for I know nothing will do me fo much
good, and let me alone to revenge myfelf. They did fo; they gave him fome
victuals, and he fell faft afleep again, and left them in frefh admiration at his
madnefs, That night the houfe-keeper fet fire to, and burnt all the books that
were in the yard, and in the houfe too; and fome muft have perithed that de-
ferved to be treafured up in perpetual archives ; but their fate, and the lazinefs of
the {crutineer, would not permit it; and in them was fulfilled the faying, that
the juft fometimes fuffer for the unjuff. One of the remedies, which the prieft
and barber prefcribed at that time for their friend’s malady, was, to alter his
apartment, and wall up the room where the books had been, that when he got
up he might not find them; in hopes that, the caufe being removed, the effeét
might ceafc ; and that they fhould pretend, that an enchanter had carried them
away, room and all ; which was prefently done accordingly. 'Within two days
after, Don Quixote got up, and the firft thing he did was to vifit his books ; and
not finding the room where he left it, he went up and down looking for it : he
came to the place where the door ufed to be; and he felt with his hands, and
ftared about every way without fpeaking a word : but after fome time he asked the
houfe-keeper whereabouts ftood the room, where his books were. She, who was
already well-tutored what to anfwer, faid to him: What room, or what nothing,
does your worthip look for ? there is neither room, nor books, in this houfe ;
for the devil himfelf has carried all away. It was not the devil, faid the nicee,
but an enchanter, who came one night upon a cloud, after the day of your de-
parture hence, and alighting froma ferpent, on which he rode *, entered into the
room; and I know not what he did there, but after fome little time out he came,
flying thro’ the roof, and left the houfe full of fmoke; and when we went to fee
what he had been doing, we faw neither books nor room ; only we very well re-
member, both Iand miftrefs houfe-keeper here, that when the old thief went away,
he faid with a loud voice, that, for a fecret enmity he bore to the owner of thofe
books and of the room, he had done a mifchief in this houfe, which fhould foon
be manifeft: he told us alfo, that he was called the fage Munniaton *. Frefton 3, he

3 The enchantrefs Urganda, in Amadis de Gaul, carries her knights, or her prifoners, thro’ the air, or
over the fea, in a machine figured like a ferpent, and wrap'd in fire and fmoke. And in the fame romance,
Friftion the enchanter, vice-roy of Sicily, introduces a vapour mixed with a ftinking {moke, and aceompanied
with a dreadful clap of thunder, and carries off the emperor and his daughters. So that the niece tells her
uncle nothing but what was common in books of knight-errantry, and ealily to be believed by him.

» The niece, by this ition, thinks to frighten Don Quixate from his knight-errantry ; for what mifchief
might not fuch an enchanter do him in time, when he begins by carrying away part of his houfe, and his
choiceit furniture? But, contrary to her intention, it ratherconfirms him in his phrenzy, by convincing himv
there are enchanters.

» Anenchanter in Don Belianis of Grees,

meant
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meant to fay, quoth Dox Quixote. 1 know not, anfwer’d the houfe-keeper, whe-
ther his name be Freffon, or Friton; all I know is, that it ended in fon, It doth
{o, replicd Don Quéxote: he is a wife enchanter, a great enemy of mine, and
bears me a grudge, becaufe by his skill and learning he knows, that, in procefs of -
time, I fhall engage in fingle combat with a knight, whom he favours, and fhall
vanquith him, without his being able to prevent it; and for this caufe he endea-
vours to do me all the diskindnefs he can; but let him know from me, it will
be difficult for him to withftand or avoid what is decreed by heaven. Who
doubts of that? faid the niece ; but, dear uncle, who puts you upon thefe {quab-
bles? Would it not be better to ftay quietly at home, and not ramble about the
world, looking for better bread than wheaten, and not confidering that many
go to feek wool and return fthorn themfelves. O dear niece, anfwered Don
Quixote, how little do you know of the matter? before they fhall thear me, 1
will pluck and tear off the beards of all thofc who dare think of touching the
tip of a fingle hair of mine. Neither of them would make any farther reply;
for they faw his choler begin to take fire. He ftaid after this fifteen daysat home,
very quiet, without difcovering any fymptom of an inclination to repeat his late
frolicks ; in which time there paffed very pleafant difcourfes between him and
his two goflips, the prieft and the barber ; he affirming, that the world ftood in
need of nothing fo much as knights-errant, and the revival of chivalry. The
prieft fometimes.contradicted him, and at other times acquiefced; for had he not
made ufe of this artifice, there would have been no means left to bring him to
reafon.

*In the mean time Don Quixote tampered with a labourer, a neighbour of his,
and an honeft man (if fuch an epithet may be given to one that is poor) but
very fhallow-brained. In fhort he faid fo much, ufed fo many arguments, and
promifed him fuch great matters, that the poor fellow refolved to fally out with
him, and ferve him as his {quire. Among other things, Doz Qyixote told him,
he fhould difpofe himfelf to go with him willingly; for fome time or other fuch
an adventure might prefent, that an ifland might be won, in the turn of a hand,
and he be left governor thereof. © With thefe and the like promifes, Samcho
Panga (for that was the labourer’s name) left his wife and children, and hired
himfelf for a {quire to his neighbour. Don Quixote prefently caft about how
to raife money, and by felling one thing, and pawning another, and lofing by
all, he fcraped together a tolerable fum. He fitted himfelf likewife with a
buckler, which he borrowed of a friend, and patching up his broken helmet
the beft he could, he acquainted his fquire Sancho of the day and hour he in-
tended to fet out, that he might provide himfelf with what he fhould find to
be moft needful. Aboveall, he charged him not to forget a wallet ; and Sancho
faid, he would be fure to carry one, and that he intended alfo to take with him
an afs he had, being a very good one, becaufe he was not ufed to travel much
on foot.  As to the afs, Don Quixote paufed a little, endeavouring to recollect

whether
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whether any knight-errant had ever carried a fquire mounted afs-wife : but no
inftance of the kind occurred to his memory. However, he confented that he
thould take his afs with him, purpofing to accommodate him more honourably,
the firft opportunity, by difmounting the firft difcourteous knight he fhould
meet. He provided himfelf with fhirts, and what other things he could, con-
formably to the advice given him by the inn-keeper. All which being done and
accomplithed, Panga, without taking leave of his wife and children, or Do
Qyixote of his houfe-keeper and niece, one night fallied out of the village with-
out being perceived by any one; and they travelled fo hard, that, by break of
day, they believed themfelves fecure of not being found, tho’ fearch were made
for them. Sancho Panga went ambling upon his afs like any patriarch, with
his wallet and leathern bottle, and with a vehement defire to find himfelf go-
vernor of the ifland, which his mafter had promifed him. It fo fell out, that
Don Quixote took the fame route he had done in his firft expedition, thro’ the
plain of Montiel, which he pafled over with lefs uneafinefs than the time before ;
for it was early in the morning, and the rays of the fun darting on them aflaunt
gave them no difturbance. Now Sancho Panga faid to his mafter; I befeech
your worfhip, good fir knight-errant, that you forget not your promife con-
cerning that fame ifland; for I fhall know how to govern it, be it never fo big.
To which Don Quixote anfwered ; You muft know, friend Saucho Panca, that
it was a cuftom much in ufe among the ancient knights-errant, to make their
fquires governors of the iflands or kingdoms they conquered; and I am deter-
mined that fo laudable a cuftom fhall not be loft for me : on the contrary, I re-
folve to outdo them in it: for they fometimes, and perhaps moft times, ftaid
till their fquires were grown old; and when they were worn out in their fer-
vice, and had undergone many bad days, and worfe nights, they gave them
fome title, as that of Count, or at leaft Marquis, of fome valley or province, be
it greater or lefs: but if you live, and I live, before fix days are ended, I
may probably win fuch a kingdom as may have others depending on it, as fit as
if they were caft in a mold, for thee to be crowned king of one of them. And
do not think this any extraordinary matter; for things fall out to fuch knights-
adventurers as we are, by fuch unforefeen and unexpetted ways, that 1 may
eafily give thee even more than I promife. So then, anfwered Sancho Panga,
if I were a king by fome of thofe miracles you are pleafed to mention,
Mary Gutierrez, my crooked rib, would at leaft come to be a queen, and
my children infantas. Who doubts it ? anfwered Don Quixote. T doubt it, re-
plied Sancho Panga; for I am verily perfwaded that, if God were to rain
down kingdoms upon the earth, none of them would fit well upon the
head of Maria Gutierrez; for you muft know, fir, the is not worth two far-
things for a queen. The title of countefs would fit better upon her, and that
too with the help of god, and good friends. Recommend her to god, Sancko,
anfwered Don Quixete, and he will do what is beft for her : but do thou have a

care

3%



22
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care not to debafe thy mind fo low, as to content thyfelf with being lefs than
an Adelantado *.  Sir, 1 will not, anfwered Sancho, efpecially having fo great a
man for my mafter as your worthip, who will know how to give me whatever
is moft fitting for me, and what you find me beft able to bear.

€. A A WB VIIL

Of the good fuccefs, which the valorous Don Quixote had, in the dreadful and
never-imagined adventure of the wind-mills, with other events worthy to be

recorded,

AS they were thus difcourfing, they perceived fome thirty or forty windmills

that are in that plain ; and as foon as Don Quixote efpied them, he faid to
his fquire : Fortune difpofes our affairs better than we ourfelves could have de-
fired : look yonder, friend Sancho Panga, where you may difcover fomewhat
more than thirty monftrous giants, with whom I'intend to fight, and take away
all their lives ; with whofe {poils we will begin to enrich ourfelves ; for it is law-
ful prize, and doing god good fervice, to take away fo wicked a generation from
off the face of the earth. What giants? faid Sancho Panca. Thofe you fee yon-
der, anfwered his mafter, with thofe longarms; for fome of them are wont
to have them almoft of the length of two leagues. Confider, Sir, anfwered
Sancho, that thofe, which appear yonder, are not giants, but windmills: and what
feem to be arms, are the fails, which, whirled about by the wind, make the
millftone go. One may eafily fee, anfwered Don Quixote, that you are not verfed
in the bufinefs of adventures: they are giants, and if you are afraid, get
afide, and pray, whilft I engage with them in a cruel and unequal combat. And
fo faying, he clap’d fpurs to Rozinante, without minding the cries his fquire fent
after him, advertifing him, that thofe he went to affault were without all doubt
windmills, and not giants. But he was fo fully poffefled that they were giants,
that he neither heard the outcries of his {quire Sazncho, nor yet difcerned what
they were, tho’ he was very near them, but went on crying out aloud ;
fly not; ye cowards and vile catifs; for it is a fingle knight who affaults you.
Now the wind rofe a little, and the great fails began to move ; which Doxn
RQuixote perceiving, faid; Well, tho’ ye thou’d move more arms than the giant
Briareus, ye thall pay for it. And fo faying, and recommending himfelf de-
voutly to his lady Dulcinea, befeeching her to fuccour him in the prefent dan-
ger, being well covered with his buckler, and fetting his launce in the reft, he
ruthed on as faft as Rozinante could galop, and attacked the firft mill before him ;
and running his launce into the fail, the wind whirled it about with fo much
violence, that it broke the launce to fhivers, dragging horfe and rider after it,
and tembling them over and over on the plin, in very evil plight. . Sanche

* There are twenty-four families in Spain fo called, that diftinguithed themfelves again®t the Moors ;3 of
Panga
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Panga haftened to his affiftance as faft as his afs cou’d carry him : and when he
came up to him, he found him not able to ftir; fo violent was the blow he and
Rozinante had received in falling. God fave me, quoth Sancho, did not I warn
you to have a care of what you did, for that they were nothing but windmills;
and no body cou’d miftake them, but one that had the like in his head. Peace,
friend Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote ; for matters of war are, of all others,
moft fubject to continual mutations. Now I verily believe, and it is moft cer-
tainly fo, that the fage Freffor, who ftole away my chamber and books, has
metamorphofed thefe giants into wind-mills, on purpofe to deprive me of the
glory of vanquithing them, fo great is the enmity he bears me : but when he
has done his worft, his wicked arts will avail but little againft the goodnefs of
my fword. God grant it, as he can, anfwered Sancho Panga ; and helping him
to rife, he mounted him again upon Rozinante, who was half thoulder-flip’d :
and difcourfing of the late adventure, they followed the road that led to the
pafs of Lapice *; for there, Don Quixote faid, they could not fail to meet with
many and various adventures, it being a great thoroughfare : and yet he went
on very melancholy for want of his launce; and fpeaking of it to his {quire, he
faid : I remember very well to have read, that a certain Spanz/b knight, called
Diego Perez de Vargas, having broken his {word in fight, tore off a huge

branch or limb from an oak, and performed fuch wonders with it that day, and

dafhed out the brains of fo many Moors, that he was firnamed Machuca®; and
from that day forward, he and his defcendants bore the names of Vargas and
Machuca. 1 tell you this, becaufe from the firft oak or crabtree we meet I
mean to tear fuch another limb at leaft as good as that, and I purpofe and intend
to do fuch feats with it, that you fhall deem yourfelf mott fortunate, in merit-
ing to bekold them, and to be an eye-witnefs of things which can {carcely be
believed. God’s will be done, quoth Sazcho; I believe all juit as you fay, Sir ;
"but, pray, fet yourfelf upright in your faddle; for you feem to me to ride
fideling, and it muft be occafioned by your being {o forely bruifed by the fall.
It is certainly fo, anfwered Don Quixote; and if I do not complain of pain, it is
becaufe knights-errant are not allowed to complain of any wound whatever,
tho their entrails came out at it. If it be fo, I have nothing to reply, an-
twered Sancho ; but god knows I fthould be glad to hear your worthip complain,
when any thing ails you. As for myfelf, I muft comphin of the leaft pain I
feel, unlefs this bufinefs of not complaining be underftood to extend to the
fquires of knights-errant. Doz Quixote could not forbear {miling at the fim-
plicity of his fquire, and told him he might complain whenever, an€1 as much
as, he pleafed, with or without caufe, having never yet read any thing to the
contrary in the laws of chivalry. Sancho put him in mind, that it was time to

' A pafs ift the mountains, fuch as they call puerso feco, a diy gort, where the kirg's officers levy the
tolls and cuftoms upon paflengers and goods.
» From machar, to pound or bruife in a martar.
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dine. His mafter anfwered, that at prefent he had no need ; but that he might
eat whenever he thought fit. With this licence, Sancho adjufted himfelf the
beft he cou’d upon his beaft, and taking out what he had put in his wallet, he
jogged on eating, behind his matfter, very leifurely, and now and then lifted the
bottle to his mouth with fo much relith, that the beft fed vidfualler of * Malaga
might have envied him.  And whilft he went on in this manner, repeating his
draughts, he thought no more of the promifes his mafter had made him ; nor
did he think it any toil, but rather a recreation, to go in queft of adventures,
tho’ never fo perilous. In fine, they pafled that night among fome trees, and
from one of them Don Quixote tore a withered branch, that might ferve him in
fome fort for a launce, and fixed to it the iron head or fpear of that which was
broken, All that night Don Quixote flept not a wink, ruminating on his lady
Dulcinea, in conformity to what he had read in his books, where the knights
are wont to pafs many nights together, without clofing their eyes, in forefts and
deferts, entertaining themfelves with the remembrance of their miftrefles. Not
fo did Sancho pafs the night ; whofe ftomach being full (and not of dandelion-
water) he made but one fleep of it : and, if his mafter had not rouze i him,
neither the beams of the fun that darted full in his face, nor the melody of the
birds, which in great numbers moft cheerfully faluted the approach of the new
day, cou’d have awaked him. At his uprifing he took a fwig at his leathern
bottle, and found it much lighter than the evening before; which grieved his
very heart, for he did not think they were in the way to remedy that defect ve-
ry foon. Don Quixote would not break his faft ; for, as it is faid, he refolved
to fubfift upon favoury remembrances.

They returned to the way they had entered upon the day befcre, toward the
pafs of Lapice, which they difcovered about three in the afternoon. Here (faid
Don Quixote efpying it) brother Sancho Panga, we may thruft our hands up to

the elbows in what they call adventures. But take this caution with you, that,

tho’ you fhould fee me in the greateft peril in the world, you muft not lay
your hand to your fword to defend me, unlefs you fee that they who affault me
are vile mob and mean fcoundrels ; in that’ cafe you may aflift me: but if
they fhould be knights, it is in no wife lawful, nor allowed by the laws of chi-
valry, that you fhould intermeddle, ’till you are dubbed a knight. I affure
you, Sir, anfwer’d Sancho, your worfhip fhall be obeyed moft punctually here-
in, and the rather, becaufe I am naturally very peaceable, and an enemy to
thrufting myfelf into brangles and {quabbles : but for all that, as to what re-
gards the defence of my own perfon, I fhall make no great account of thofe
fame laws, fince both divine and human allow every one to defend himfelf againt
whoever would annoy him. I fay no lefs, anfwered Don Quixote ; but in the
bufinefs of affifting me againft knights, you muft reftrain and keep in your na-

! The wines of Malaga were formerly moft eReemed in Spain, as were afterwards thofe of the Canaries,
and at prefent the Cape wines.
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tural impetuofity. I fay, I will do fo, anfwered Sancho; and I will obferve
this precept as religiouily as the Lord’s-day.

As they were thus difcourfing in the way, there appeared two monks of the
order of St. Benedi?, mounted upon two dromedaries; for the mules whereon
they rode were not much lefs. They wore travelling masks with fpetacle-
glaffes, and carried umbrellas. Behind them came a coach, and four or five
men on horfeback, who accompanied it, with two muleteers on foot. There
was in the coach, as was afterwards known, a certain Bif¢aine lady going to
Sevil to her husband, who was there ready to embark for the Indies in a very
honourable poft. 'The monks came not in her company, tho’ they were tra-
velling the fame road. But fcarcely had Don Quixote efpied them, when he
faid to his fquire : Either I am deceived, or this is like to prove the moft fa-
mous adventure that ever was feen ; for thofe black bulks that appear yonder
muft be, and without doubt are, enchanters, who are carrying away fome prin-
cefs, whom they have ftolen, in that coach ; and I am obliged to redrefs this
wrong to the utmoft of my power. This may prove a worfe job than the
windmills, faid Sancho : pray, Sir, obferve, that thofe are Benediétine monks,
and the coach muft belong to fome travellers. Pray hearken to my advice, and
have a care what you do, and let not the devil deceive you. I have already told
you, Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote, that you know little of the bufinefs of
adventures : what I fay is true, and you will fee it prefently; and fo faying he
advanced forward, and planted himfelf in the midft of the high-way by which
the monks were to pafs ; and when they were fo near, that he fuppofed they
could hear what he faid, he cried out with a loud voice ; Diabolical and mon-
ftrous race, either inftantly releafe the high-born princefies, whom you are carrying
away in that coach againft their wills, or prepare for inftant death, as the juft
chaftifement of your wicked deeds *. The monks checked their mules, and
ftood admiring, as well at the figure of Don Quixote, as at his expreffions ; to
which they anfwered : Signor cavalier, we are neither diabolical nor monftrous,
but a couple of religious of the Benediétine order, who are travelling on our
own bufinefs, and are entirely ignorant whether any princefles are carried away
by force in that coach, or not. Soft words do nothing with me; for I know
ye, treacherous {coundrels, faid Don Quixofe; and, without ftaying for any
other reply, he clapped fpurs to Rozsnante, and with his launce couched ran at
the foremoft monk with fuch fury and undauntednefs, that, if he had not flid
down from his mule, he wou'd have brought him to the ground in fpite of
his teeth, and wounded him to boot, if not killed him outright. The fecond
religious, feeing his comrade treated in this manner, clapped fpurs to his mule’s
fides, and began to fcour along the plain, lighter than the wind itfelf. Sancko
Panga, fecing the monk on the ground, leaped nimbly from his afs, and run-
ning to him began to take off his habit. In the mean while the monks two

* The uvfual fiyle of defiance in the old romances.
32 lacqueys
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lacqueys coming up asked him why he was ftripping their mafter of his clothes ?
Sancho anfwered, that they were his lawful perquifites, as being the fpoils of
the battle, which his lord Doz Quixote had juft won. The lacqueys, who did
not underftand raillery, nor what was meant by fpoils or battles, feeing Don
Quixote at a diftance, talking with the lady in the coach, fell upon Sancho, and
threw him down, and leaving him not a hair in his beard, gave him a hearty
kicking, and left him firetched on the ground, breathlefs and fenfelefs. And,
without lofing a minute, the monk got upon his mule again, trembling, and
terribly frighted, and as pale as death ; and no fooner was he mounted, but he
fpurred after his companion, who ftood waiting at a good diftance, to fee what
would be the iflue of that ftrange encounter : but being unwilling to wait the
event, they went on their way, crofling themfelves oftener than if the devil had
been clofe at their heels. Don Quixote, as was faid, ftood talking to the lady
in the coach, faying ; Your beauty, dear lady, may difpofe of your perfon as
pleafeth you beft ; for your haughty ravifhers lye proftrate on the ground, over-
thrown by my invincible arm : and that you may not be at any pains to learn the
name of your deliverer, know that I am called Don Quixote de la Mancha,
knight-errant and adventurer, and captive to the peerlefs and beauteous Dulecinea
del Tobofo ; and in requital of the benefit you have received at my hands, I de-
fire nothing more, than that you would return to oo/, and in my name pre-
fent yourielves before that lady, and tell her what I have done to obtain your
liberty.

All that Don Quixote {aid was over-heard by a certain fquire, who accompa-
nied the coach, a Bifcainer ; who finding he would not let the coach go for-
ward, but infilted upon its immediately returning to Tobgfo, flew at Don
RQyixote, and taking hold of his launce, addrefled him, in bad Caftilian and
worlfe Bifcaine, after this manner. Be gone, cavalier, and the devil go with
thee : I fwear by the god that made me, if thou doeft not quit the coach, thou
forfeiteft thy life, as I am a Bifcainer. Don Quixote underftood him very well,
and with great calmnefs anfwered ; Wert thou a gentleman, as thou art not, I
would before now have chafiifed thy folly and prefumption, thou pitiful flave.
To which the Bifcainer replied : I no gentleman! I fwear by the great god
thou lyeft, as I am a chriftian ; if thou wilt throw away thy launce, and draw
thy fword, thou fhalt fee I will make no more of thee than a cat does of a
moufe : Bifcainer by land, gentleman by fea, gentleman for the devil, and
thou lyeft : look then if thou haft any thing elfe to fay. Thou fhalt fee that
prefently, as faid Agrages, anfwered Don Quixote ; and throwing down his
launce, he drew his fword, and grafping his buckler fet upon the Bifcainer,
with a refolution to kill him. The Bifcainer, who faw him come on in that
manner, though he would fain have alighted from Lis mule, which being - of
the worft kind of hackneys was not to be depended upon, had yet only time
to draw his fword : but it happened well for him that he was clofc to the coach-
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fide, out of which he fnatched a cuthion, which ferved him for a fhield ; and
immediately to it they went, as if they had been mortal enemies. The reft of
the company would have made peace between them: but they could not ; for
the Bifcainer {wore in his gibberith, that, if they would not let him finith the
combat, he would kill his miftrefs, and every body that offered to hinder him.
The lzdy of the coach, amazed and affrighted at what the faw, bid the coach-
man put a little out of the way, and fo fat at a diftance, beholding the vigorous
confli¢t : In the progrefs of which the Biftainer gave Don Quixote fuch an huge
ftroke on one of his fhoulders, and above his buckler, that, had it not been for his
coat of mail, he had cleft him down to the girdle. Don Qyixote, who felt the
weight of that unmeafurable blow, cried out aloud, faying: O Lady of my
foul, Dulcinea, flower of all beauty, fuccour this thy knight, who, to fatisfy
thy great goodnefs, expofes himfelf to this rigorous extremity. The faying this,
the drawing his fword, the covering himfelf well with his buckler, and falling
furioufly on the Bifcainer, was all done in one moment, he refolving to venture
all on the fortune of one fingle blow. The Bi/cainer, who faw him coming
thus upon him, and perceived his bravery by his refolution, refolved to do the
fame thing that Doz Quixote had done ; and fo he waited for him, covering him-
felf well with his cuthion, but was not able to turn his mule about to the right
or the left, the being already fo jaded, and fo little ufed to fuch {port, that fhe
would not ftir a ftep. Now Don Quixote, as has been faid, advanced againft
the wary Bifcainer, with his lifted {word, fully determined to cleave him in
funder ; and the Bijfcainer expeted him, with his {word allo 1iftf.:d up, and
guarded by his cuthion. All the by-ftanders were trembling, and in fufpence
what might be the event of thofe prodigious blows, with which they threatened
each other ; and the lady of the coach and her maidens were making a
thoufand vows, and promifes of offerings, to all the images and places of devo-
tion in Spain, that god would deliver them and their fquire fr9m t'hc great peril
they were in. But the misfortune is, that the author of this hiftory, in this
very crifis, leaves the combat doubtful ¥, excufing himfelf, that he could find no
more written of thefe exploits of Doz Qyixote than what he has already related.
*T'is true indeed, that the fecond undertaker of this work could not believe that
{o curious an hiftory could be loft in oblivion, or that the wits of / Ma'mba
{hould have fo little curiofity, as not to preferve in their archives, or their ca.bmcts,
fome papers that treated of this famous knight ; and upon that prefu-mptxon he
did not defpair to find the conclufion of this delectable-hiftory ; which, l-leaven
favouring him, he has at laft done, in the manner as fhall be recounted in the

fecond part.
* The breaking off the combat in this place is very beautiful and artificial, as it keeps the reader in 2
moft agreeable fulpence.

THE

37



LIFE Ao EXPLOITS

Of the ingenious gentleman

DON QUIXOTE
DE LA MANCH A.

B O O K IL.

CHAPTER L

Wherein is concluded, and an end put to, the [flupendous battle
berween the vigorous Bifcainer and the valiant Manchegan.

72 N the firft part of this hiftory, we left the valiant
= Bifcainer and the renowned Don Quixote, with
their fwords lifted up and naked, ready to dif~
charge two fuch furious and cleaving ftrokes, as
muft, if they had lighted full, at leaft have di-
vided the combatants from head to heel, and fplit
them afunder like a pomgranate : but in that cri-
tical inftant this relithing hiftory ftopped fhort, and
was left imperfect, without the author’s giving
us any notice where what remained of it might
be found. This grieved me extremely, and the
pleafure of having read fo little was turned into difguft, to think what fmall
probability there was of finding the much that, in my opinion, was wanting of
fo favoury a ftory. It feemed to me impoffible, and quite befide ail lau-
dable cuftom, that fo accomplifhed a knight fhould want a fage, to undertake
the penning his unparallelled exploits ; a circumftance that never before failed
any of thofe knights-errant, who travelled in queft of adventures; every one
of whom had one or two fages, made as it were on purpofe, who not only re-
corded their acions, but defcribed likewife their moft minute and trifling

thoughts, though never fo fecret. Surely then fo worthy a knight could not be
o
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fo unfortunate, as to want what Platir ', and others like him, abounded
with. For this reafon I could not be induced to believe, that fo gallant a hi-
ftory could be Jeft maimed and imperfe&t ; and I laid the blame upon the ma-
lignity of time, the devourer and confumer of all things, which either kept it
concealed, or had deftroyed it. On the other fide, I confidered, that, fince
among his books there were found fome fo modern as the Cure of jealoufy, and
the Nymphs and fbepberds of Henares *, his hiftory alfo muft be modern ; and if
it was not as yet written, might, at leaft, ftill remain in the memories of the
people of his village, and thofe of the neighbouring places. This thought held me
in fufpence, and made me defirous to learn, really and truly, the whole life and
wonderful actions of our renowned Spaniard, Don Quixote de la Mancha, the light
and mirrour of Manchegan chivalry, and the firft who, in our age, and in thefe
calamitous times, took upon him the toil and exercife of arms-errant; to re-
drefs wrongs, fuccour widows, and relieve that fort of damfels, who with whip
and palfrey, and with all their virginity about them, rambled up and down from

mountain to mountain, and from valley to valley: for unlefs fome mifcreant, *

or fome leud clown, with hatchet and fteel cap, or fome prodigious giant, ra-
vithed them, damfels there were, in days of yore, who, at the expiration of
fourfcore years, and never flecping in all that time under a roof, went as fpot-
lefs virgins to the grave, as the mothers that bore them. Now, I fay, upon
thefe, and many other accounts, our gallant Don Quixote is worthy of immor-
tal memory and praife : nor ought fome fhare to be denied even to me, for the
labour and pains I have taken to difcover the end of this delectable hiftory ;
though I am very fenfible, that, if heaven and fortune had not befriended me,
the world would have ftill been without that paftime and pleafure, which an
attentive reader of it may enjoy for near two hours. Now the manner of find-
ing it was this.

Walking one day on the exchange of Toledo, a boy came to fell fome bundles
of old papers to a mercer; and, as I am fond of reading, though it be torn pa-
pers, thrown about the ftreets, carried by this my natural inclination, T took a
quire of thofe the boy was felling, and faw it had characters, which I knew to
be Arabic. And whereas, though I knew the letters, I could not read them,
I looked about for fome Moorifh rabbi, to read them for me: and it was not
very difficult to find fuch an interpreter; for, had I fought one for fome better
and more ancient language 3, T thould have found him there. In fine, my good
fortune prefented one to me; and acquainting him with my defire, and putting
the book into his hands, he opened it towards the middle, and reading a little in
it. began to laugh. T asked him, what he fiiled at? and he anfwered me, at
fomething which he found written in the margin, by way of annotation. I de-

A fecond-rate knight in Palmerin of England.
> The river that run: through Madrid.
-Meaning fome Few, to interpret the Hebrew or Chaldee.

fired
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fired him to tell me what it was; and he, langhing on, faid ; there is written on
the margin as follows: This Dulcinea del Tobofo, fo often mentioned in this
biftory, bad, they fay, the beft band at pickling pork, of any woman in all La
Mancha. When I heard the name of Dulcinea del Tobofo, 1 ftood amazed and
confounded; for I prefently fancied to myfclf, that thofe bundles of wafte-paper
contained the hiftory of Don Quixote.

With this thought, I haftened him to read the beginning; which he did,
and, rendering extempore the Arabic into Caflilian, faid that it began thus :
The hiffory of Don Quixote de la Mancha, written by Cide Hamete Benengel,
Arabian hiftoriographer. Much difcretion was neceffary to diffemble the joy I
felt at hearing the title of the book; and, fnatching it out of the mercer’s hands,
I bought the whole bundle of papers from the boy for half a real; who, if he
had been cunning, and had perceived how eager I was to have them, might
very well have promifed himfelf, and have really had, more than fix for the
bargain. I went off immediately with the Morifco, through the cloifter of the
great church, and defired him to tranflate for me thofe papers (all thofe that
treated of Don Quixote) into the Caftilian tongue, without taking away or add-
ing any thing to them, offering to pay him whatever he fhould demand. He
was fatisfied with fifty pounds of raifins, and two buthels of wheat; and pro-
mifed to tranflate them faithfully and expeditioufly. But I, to make the bufi-
nefs more fure, and not to let fo valuable a prize flip thro’ my fingers, took him
home to my own houfe, where, in little more than fix weeks time, he tranfla-
ted the whole, in the manner you have it here related.

In the firft {heet was drawn, in a moft lively manner, Don Quixote’s combat with
the Bifcainer, in the fame attitude in which the hiftory fets it forth; the fwords
lifted up; the one covered with his buckler, the other with his cufhion; and
the Bifcainer’s mule fo to the life, that you might difcover it to be a hackney-
jade a bow-fhot off. The Bifcainer had a label at his feet, on which was
written, Don Sancho de Azpetia; which, without doubt, muft have been his
name : and at the feet of Rozinante was another, on which was written, Doz
RQuixote.  Rozinante was wonderfully well delinzated ; fo long and lank, {o lean
and feeble, with fo fharp a back-bone, and fo like one in a galoping confump-
tion, that you might fee plainly with what exaGnefs and propriety the name of
Rozinante had been given him. Clofe by him ftood Sancho Panga, holding
his afs by the halter; at whofe feet was another fcroll; whereon was written,
Sancho Zaxcas: and not without reafon, if he was, as the painting exprefled,
paunch-bellied, fhort of ftature, and fpindle-thanked: which, doubtlefs, gave
him the names of Panga and Zancas; for the hiftory fometimes calls him by
the one, and fometimes by the other of thefe firnames. There were fome other
minuter particulars obfervable; but they are all of little importance, and contri-
bute nothing to the faithful narration of the hiftory; though none are to be de-
{pifed, if true, But, if any objeclion lies againft the truth of this hiftory, it

can
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can only be, that the author was an Arab, thofe of that nation being not a lit-
tle addicted to lying: though, they being fo much our enemies, one fhould ra-
ther think he fell thort of, than exceeded, the bounds of truth. And fo, in
truth, he feems to have done ; for when he might, and ought to have launched
out, in celebrating the praifes of {o excellent a knight, it looks as if he induftri-
oufly paffed them over in filence: a thing ill done, and worfe defigned; for hi-
ftoriographers ought to be precife, faithful, and unprejudiced; and neither inte-
reft nor fear, hatred nor affection, fhould make them fwerve from the way of
truth, whofe mother is hiftory, the rival of time, the depofitory of great ac-
tions, the witnefs of what is paft, the example and inftruction to the prefent,
and monitor to the future.  In this you will certainly find whatever you can de-
fire in the moft agreeable; and if any perfection is wanting to it, it muft, with-
out all queftion, be the fault of the infidel its author, and not owing to any de-
fect in the fubject. In fhort, its fecond part, according to the tranflation, began
in this manner.

The trenchant blades of the two valorous and enraged combatants, being bran-
difhed aloft, feemed to ftand threatening heaven and earth, and the deep abyfs;
fuch was the courage and gallantry of their deportment. And the firft, who dif-
charged his blow, was the choleric Bifcainer ; which fell with fuch force and
fury, that, if the edge of the fword had not turned aflant by the way, that fingle
blow had been enough to have put an end to this cruel conflié, and to all the
adventures of our knight: but good fortune, that preferved him for greater
things, fo twilted his adverfary’s fword, that, though it lighted on the left
thoulder, it did him no other hurt, than to difarm that fide, carrying oft’ by the
way a great part of his helmet, with half an ear; all which, with hideous ruin,
fell to the ground, leaving him in a piteous plight.

Good god! who is he that can worthily recount the rage that entered into the
breaft of our Manchegan, at feeing himfelf fo roughly handled? Let it fuffice
that it was fuch, that he raifed himfelf afrefh in his flirrups, and grafping his
fword fafter in both hands, difcharged it with fuch fury upon the Bifcainer, ta-
king him full upon the cufhion, and upon the head (that excellent defence ftand-
ing him in little ftead) that, as if a mountain had fallen upon him, the blood
began to guth out at his noftrils, his mouth, and his ears; and he feemed as if
he was juft falling down from his mule, which doubtlefs he muft have done, if
he had not laid faft hold of her neck: but notwithftanding that, he loft his ftir-
rups, and let go his hold; and the mule, frighted by the terrible ftroke, began
to run about the field, and at two or three plunges laid her mafter flat upon the

round. Don Quixote ftood looking on with great calmnefs, and, when he faw
him fall, leaped from his horfe, and with much agility ran up to him, and
clapping the point of his fword to his eyes, he bid him yield; or he would cut
off his head. The Bif¢cainer was {o ftunned, that he could not anfwer a word,
and it had gone hard with him ({o blinded with rage was Don Quixote) if the
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ladies of the coach, who hitherto in great difmay beheld the conflict, had not
approached him, and earneftly befought him, that he would do them the great
kindnefs and favour to fpare the life of their fquire. Don Qyixote anfwered
with much folemnity and gravity : Afluredly, fair ladies, I am very willing to
grant your requeft, but it is upon a certain condition and compact; which is,
that this knight fhall promife me to repair to the town of Zobgfo, and prefent
himfelf, on my behalf, before the peerlefs Dulcinea, that the may difpofe of
him as fhe fhall think fit. The terrified and difconfolate lady, without confider-
ing what Don Quixote required, and without enquiring who Dulcinea was, pro-
miied him her fquire thould perform whatever he enjoined him. In reliance
upon this promife, faid Don Quixote, I'will do him no farther hurt, though he
has well deferved it at my hands.

G B AR IR
Of the difcourfe Don Quixote bad with bis good fquire Sancho Panga.

Y this time Sancho Panga had gotten up, fomewhat roughly handled by the
monks lacqueys, and ftood beholding very attentively the combat of his
mafter Don Quixote, and befought god in his heart, that he would be pleafed to
give him the victory, and that he might thereby win fome ifland, of which to
make him governour, as he had promifed him. Now feeing the conflict at
an end, and that his mafter was ready to mount again upon Rozinante, he
came and held his ftirrup; and before he got up, he fell upon his knees before
him, and taking hold of his hand, kifled it, and faid to-him : Be pleafed, my
lord Don Quixote, to beftow upon me the government of that ifland, which
you have won in this rigorous combat ; for, be it never fo big, I find in myfelf
ability fufficient to govern it, as well as the beft he that ever governed ifland in
the world. To which Don Quixote anfwered; Confider, brother Sancho, that
this adventure, and others of this nature, are not adventures of iflands, but of
crofs-ways, in which nothing is to be gotten but 2 broken head, or the lofs of
an ear. Have patience; for adventures will offer, whereby I may not only
make thee a governor, but fomething better. Sancho returned him abundance
of thanks, and kiffing his hand again, and the skirt of his coat of mail, he
helped him to get upon Rozinante, and himfelf mounting his afs began to fol-
low his mafter; who geing off at a round rate, without taking his leave or
fpeaking to thofe of the coach, entered into a wood that was hard by. Sancho
followed him as faft as his beaft could trot; but Rozinante made fuch way, that,
feeing himfelf like to be left behind, he was forced to call aloud to his mafter
to ftay for him. Don Quixote did fo, checking Rozinante by the bridle, ’till his
weary {quire overtook him; who, as foon as he came near, faid to him : Me=
thinks, fir, it would not be amifs to retire to fome church; for confidering in
what condition you have left your adverfary, it is not improbable they may give
notice
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notice of the fa to the boly brotherhood *, and they may apprehend us: and in
faith, if they do, before we get out of their clutches, we may chance to fweat
for it. Peace, quoth Doz Quixote; for where have you ever feen or read of a
knight-errant’s being brought before a court of juftice, let him have committed
never o many homicides. I know nothing of your Omecills, anfwered Sancho,
nor in my life have I ever concerned myfelf about them: only this I know, that
the holy brotherhood have fomething to fay to thofe who fight in the fields;
and as to this other matter, I intermeddle not in it. Then fet your heart at reft,
friend, anfwered Don Quixote; for I fhould deliver you out of the hands of
the Chaldeans; how much more then out of thofe of the holy brotherhood ?
But tell me, on your life, have you ever feen a more valorous knight than I,
upon the whole face of the known earth? Have you read in ftory of any other,
who has, or ever had, more bravery in affailing, more breath in holding out 2,
more dexterity in wounding, or more addrefs in giving a fall? The truth is, an-
fwered Sancho, that I never read any hiftory at all; for I can neither read, nor
write : but what I dare affirm is, that I never ferved a bolder mafter than your
worthip, in all the days of my life; and pray god we be not called to an
account for thefe darings, where I juft now hinted. What I beg of your worthip,
is, that you would let your wound be drefled; for there comes a great deal of
blood from that ear; and I have here fome lint, and a little white ointment, in
my wallet. All this would have been needlefs, anfwered Don Quixote, if I had
bethought myfelf of making a vial of the balfam of Fierabras; for, with one
fingle drop of that, we might have faved both time and medicines. What vial,
and what balfam is that? faid Sancho Panga. It is a balfam, anfwered Don
Quixote, of which I have the receipt by heart; and he that has it-need not
fear death, nor fo much as think of dying by any wound. And thercfore,
when I fhall have made it, and given it you, all you will have to do, is, when
you fee me in fome battle cleft afunder (as it frequently happens) to take up
fair and foftly that part of my body, which fhall fall to the ground, and, with
the greateft nicety, befor: the blood is congealed, place it upon the other half
that {hall remain in the faddle, taking efpecial care to make them tally exalily.
Then muft you immediately give me to drink only two draughts of the bal-
fam aforefaid, and then will you fee me become founder than any apple. If this
be fo, faid Sancho, 1 renounce from henceforward the government of the pro-
mifed ifland, and defire no other thing, in payment of my many and good fer-
vices, but only that your worfhip will give me the receipt of this extraordinary
liquor; for I dare fay it will any where fetch more than two reals an ounce, and I
want no more to pafs this life creditably and comfortably. - But I fhould be glad

1 An inftitution in Spain for the apprehending of robbers, and making the roads fafe for travellers.

2 When fingle combat was in ufe, nothing was more frequent, than for the parties engaged to retreat by
confent, in order to take breath. If either of the combatants perccived the other to breathe fliorter or

thicker than himfelf, he was at liberty to take this advantage, 2nd to prefs him clofe ; though even in this
cafe it was ufual, out of a high point of generofity, to agree to the adverlfary’s propofal of taking breach.
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to know whether it will coft much the making? For lefs than three reals one
may make nine pints, anfwered Don Quixote. Sinner that T am, replied Sancho,
why then does your worfhip delay to make it, and to teach it me? Peace,
friend, anfwered Don Quixote; for I intend to teach thee greater fecrets, and todo
thee greater kindneffes: and, for the prefent, let us fet about the cure; for my ear
pains me more than I could WL(h Accordingly, Sancho took fome lmt and oint-
ment out of his wallet : but.when Don Qyuixote perceived that his helmet was
broken, he was ready to run ftark mad ; and, laying his hand on his fword, and
lifting up his eyes to heaven, he faid: I {fwear, by the creator of all things, and
by all that is contained in the four holy eyangelifts, to lead the life that the
great marquis of Mantua led, when he vowed to revenge the death of his ne-
phew Valdovinos; which was, not to eat bread on a table-cloth, nor folace him-
felf with his wife, and other things, which, though 1 do not now remember,
I allow here for exprefled; till I am fully revenged on him who hath done me
this outrage. Sancho, hearing this, faid to him; Pray, confider, Signor Don
Quixote, that, if the knight has performed What was enjoined him, namely,
to go and prefent himfelf before my lady Dulcinea del Tobofs, he will then have
done his duty, and deferves no new punifhment, unlefs he commit a new crime.

You have fpoken and remarked very juftly, anfwered Don Qyixote, and I an-
nul the oath, fo far as concerns the taking a freth revenge: but I make it, and
confirm it anew, as to leading the life I have mentioned, till I fhall take by force
fuch another helmet, or one as good, from fome other knight. And think not,
Sancho, 1 undertake this lightly, or make a fmoke of ftraw; for I have a folid
foundation for what I do, the fame thing having happened exactly with regard
to Mambrino’s helmet, which coft Sacripante fo dear *. Good fir, replied Sancho,
give fuch oaths to the devil ; for they are very detrimental to health, and preju-
dicial to the confcience. Beﬁdes, pray tell me now, if perchance in many days
we thould not light upon a man armed with a helmet, what muft we do then?
muft the oath be kept, in fpite of fo many difficulties and inconveniencies, fuch
as fleeping in your clothes, and not fleeping in any inhabited place, and a thou-
fand other penances, which that old mad fellow the marquis of Mantua’s ocath
required, and which you, fir, would now revive? Confider well, that none of
thefe roads are frequented by armed men, and that here are only carriers and
carters, who are fo far from wearing helmets, that, perhaps, they never heard
them fo much as named, in all the days of their lives. You are miftaken in
this, faid Don Quixoete; for we fhall not be two hours in thefe crofs-ways, be-
fore we fhall fee more armed men than came to the fiege of Albraca *, to carry
off Angelica the fair. Well then, be it fo, quoth Sancho; and god grant us
good fuccefs, and that we may fpeedily win this ifland, which cofts me fo dear;
and then no matter how foon I die. I have already told you, Sancho, to be in

' The ftory is in Ariofle’s Orlando Furiofs.

* Meaning king Marfilio, and the thirty-two kings his tributaries, with all their forces. Ariofia
no
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no pain upon that account; for, if an ifland cannot be had, there is the king-
dom of Denmark, or that of Sobradifa’, which will fit you like a ring to your
finger; and moreover, being upon Terra Firma®, you fhould rejoice the
more. But let us leave this to its own time, and fee if you have any thing for
us to eat in your wallet; and we will go prefently in queft of fome caftle, where
we may lodge this night, and make the balfam that I told you of; for I vow
to god, my ear pains me very much. I have here an onion, and a piece of
cheefe, and I know not how many crufts of bread, faid Sancho; but they are
not eatables fit for fo valiant a knight as your worthip. How ill you under-
fland this matter! anfwered Don Quixote : you muft know, Sancko, that it
is an honour to knights-errant not to cat in a month; and, if they do eat, it
muft be of what comes next to hand: and, if you had read as many hifto-
rics as I have done, you would have known this: for, though I have peru-
fed a grext many, I never yet found any account given in them, that ever
knights-errant did eat, unlefs it were by chance, and at certain fumptuous ban-
quets made on purpofe for them; and the reft of their days they lived, as it
were, upon their finelling.  And though it is to be prefumed, they could not
fubfilt wichout eating, and without fatisfying all other natural wants, it muft
likewife be fuppofed, that, as they pafled moft part of their lives in wandering
through forefts and deferts, and without a cook, their moft ufual diet muft con-
it of ruftic viands, fuch as thofe you now offer me. So that, friend Sancho,
let not that trouble you, which gives me pleafure; nor endeavour to make a
new world, or to throw the conftitution of knight-errantry off the hinges.
Pardon me, fir, faid Sancho; for, as I can neither read nor write, as I told you
before, I am entirely unacquainted with the rules of the knightly profeffion ;
and therefore from henceforward I will furnith my wallet with all forts of dried
fruits for your worthip, who are a knight; and for myfelf, who am none, I
will fupply it with poultry, and other things of more fubftance. Ido not fay,
Sancho, replied Don Quixote, that knights-errant are obliged to eat nothing but
dried fruit, as you fay; but that their moft ufual fuftenance was of that kind,
and of certain herbs they found up and down in the fields, which they very
well knew; and fo do I. It is a happinefs to know thefe fame herbs, anfwered
Sancho; for I am inclined to think, we fhall one day have occafion to make ufe
of that knowledge. And fo faying he took out what he had prf)vided,_ and
they eat together in a very peaccable and friendly manner. But be.mg detirous
to feck out fome place to lodge in that night, they foon finithed their poor and
dry commons. They prefently mounted, and made what _huﬁe they .conld to
get to fome inhubited place before night: but both tl}e tun, and their hopes,
failed them near the huts of certain goatherds; and fo ticy determuied to wke

1 A fititious kingdom in Amadis de Gaul. : 5 a8
2 In allufion to %hc famous Firm ifland, in Amadis de Ganl, the land of promife to the faithful fquires of

knights-errant.
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up their lodging there : but, if Saucho was grieved that they were not able to
reach fome habitation, his mafter was as much rejoiced to lie in the open air,
making account that, every time this befel him, he was doing an aé? poffefive,
or fuch an a¢t as gave a freth evidence of his title to chivalry.

£ ST A P IIL.
Of what bappened to Don Quixote' with certain goatherds.

HE was kindly received by the goatherds; and Sancho, having accommoda-
ted Rozinante and his afs the beft he could, foilowed the fcent of certain
pieces of goat’s-flefh that were boiling in a kettle on the fire; and though he
would willingly, at that inftant, have tried whether they were fit to be tranflated
from the kettle to the ftomach, he forbore doing it; for the goatherds them-
felves took them off the fire, and fpreading fome fheep-skins on the ground,
very {peedily ferved up their rural mefs, and invited them both, with fthew of
much good-will, to take fhare of what they had. Six of them, that belonged to
the fold, fat down round about the skins, having firft, with ruftic compliments,
defired Don Quixote that he would feat himfelf upon a trough, with the bottom
upwards, placed on purpofe for him. Doz Quixote fat down, and Sancho re-
mained ftanding, to ferve the cup, which was made of horn. His mafter, fee-
ing him ftanding, faid to him; That you may fee, Sancho, the intrinfic
worth of knight-errantry, and how fair a profpect its meaneft retainers have of
fpeedily gaining the refpect and efteem of the world, I will, that you fit here by
my fide, and in company with thefe good folks, and that you be one and the fame
thing with me, who am your mafter and natural lord; that you eat from off
my plate, and drink of the fame cup in which I drink: for the fame may be
faid of knight-errantry, which is faid of love, that it makes all things equal. 1
give you a great many thanks, fir, faid Sancho; but let me tell your worthip,
that, provided I have viCtuals enough, I can eat as well, or better, ftanding,
and alone by myfelf, than if I were feated clofe by an emperor. And farther,
to tell you the truth, what I eat in my corner, without compliments or ceremo-
nies, though it were nothing but bread and an onion, relifhes better than turkeys
at other folks tables, where I am forced to chew leifurely, drink little, wipe my
mouth often ; neither fneeze nor cough when I have a mind; nor do other
things, which follow the bcing alone and at liberty. So that, good fir, as to
thefe honours your worthip is pleafed to confer upon me,%as a menial fervant,
and hanger-on of knight-errantry (being fquire to your worfhip) be pleafed to
convert them into fomething of more ufe and profit to me: for, though I place
them to account, as received in full, I renounce them from this time forward to -
the end of the world. All this notwithftanding, you fhall fit down; for whofo-
ever humbleth himfelf, god doth exalt ; and, pulling him by the arm, he forced
him to fit down next him, The goatherds did not underftand this jargon of

{quires
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fquires and knights-errant, and did nothing but eaf; and liften; and ftare at their
guefls, who, with much cheerfulnefs and appetite, fivallowed down pieces as
big as one’s fift. The fervice of fleth being finithed, they fpread upon the skins
a great quantity of acorns, together with half a cheefe, harder than if it had been
made of plaifter of Parss. The horn ftood not idle all this while; for it went
round fo often, now full, now empty, like the bucket of a well, that they pre-
fently emptied one of the two wine-bags that hung in view. After Don Quixofe
had fatisfied his hunger, he took up an handful of acorns, and, looking on them
attentively, gave utterance to expreflions like thefe.

Happy times, and happy ages! thofe, to which the ancients gave the mameé
of golden, not becaufe gold (which, in this our iron age, is fo much efteemed)
was to be had, in that fortunate period, without toil and labour; but becaufe
they, who then lived, were ignorant of thefe two words, Meum and Tuum. In
that age of innocence, all things were in common : no 6ne needed to take any
other pains for his ordinary fuftenance, than to lift up his hand and take it from
the fturdy oaks, which ftood inviting him liberally to tafte of their fweet and re-
Lthing fruit. The limpid fountains, and running ftreams, offered them, in
magnificent abundance, their delicious and tranfparent waters. In the clefts of
focks, and in the hollow of trees, did the induftrious and provident bees form
their commonwealths, offering to every hand, without ufury, the fertil produce
of their moft delicious toil. The ftout cork-trees, without any other induce-
ment than that of their own courtefy, div:fted themfelves of their light and ex-
panded bark ; with which men began to cover their houfes, fupported by rough
poles, only for a defence againft the inclemency of the feafons. All then was
peace, all amity, all concord. As yet the heavy coulter of the crooked plow
had not dared to force open, and fearch into, the tender bowels of our firft mo-
ther, who, unconftrained, offered from every part of her fertil and fpacious bo-
fom whatever might feed fuftain and delight thofe her children, who then had
her in pofleffion. Then did the fimple and beauteous young fhepherdeffes trip it
from dale to dale, and from hill to hill, their trefles fometimes plaited, fome-
times loofely flowing, with no more cloathing than was neceffary modettly to
cover what modefty has always required to be concealed : nor were their orna-
ments like thofe now-a-days in fathion, to which the Zyrian purple and the fo-
many-ways martyred filk give a value; but compofed of green dock-leaves and
ivy interwoven; with which, perhaps, they went as fplendidly and elegantly
decked, as our court-ladics do now, with all thofe rare and foreign inventions,
which idle curiofity hath taught them. Then were the amorous conceptions of
the foul cloathed in fimple and fincere cxpreffions, in the fame way and manner
they were conceived, without {ecking artificial phrafes to fet them off. Nor as
yet were fraud, deceit, and malice, intermixt with truth and plain-dealing,  Ju-
ftice kept within her proper bounds ; favour and intereft, which now fo much
depreciate, confound, and perfecute her, not daring then to difturb or offend

: her,
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her. As yet the judge did not make his own will the meafure of juftice; for then
there was neither caufe, nor perfon, to be judged. Maidens and modefty, as I
faid before, went about, alone and miftrefs of themfclves, without fear of any
danger from the unbridled freedom and leud defigns of others; and, if they
were undone, it was entirely owing to their own natural inclination and will.
But now, in thefe deteftable ages of ours, no damfel is fecure, though fhe were
hidden and locked up in another labyrinth like that of Crefe; for even there,
through fome cranny, or through the air, by the zeal of curfed importunity,
the amorous peftilence finds entrance, and they mifcarry in fpite of their clofeft
retreat.  For the fecurity of whom, as times grew worfe, and wickednes en-
creafed, the order of knight-errantry was inflituted, to defend muidens, to pro-
te@ widows, and to relieve orphans and perfons diftrefled. Of this order am I,
brother goatherds, from whom I take kindly the good cheer and civil recep-
tion you have given nre and my fquire: for though, by the law of nature, every
one living is obliged to favour knights-errant, yet knowing, that, without your
being acquainted with this obligation, you have entertained and regaled me, it is
but reafon that, with all poffible good-will towards you, I {hould acknowledge
yours to me.

Our knight made this tedious difcourfe * (which might very well have been
fpared) becaufe the acorns they had given him put him in mind of the golden
age, and infpired him with an eager defire to make that impertinent harangue
to the goatherds ; who ftood in amaze, gaping and liftening, without anfwering
him a word.  Sancho himfelf was filent, ftuffing himfelf with the acorns, and
often vifiting the fecond wine-bag, which, that the wine might be cool, was
kept hung upon a cork-tree.

Don Quixote {pent more time in talking than in eating; but, fupper being
over, one of the goatherds faid ; that your worfhip, Signor knight-errant, may
the more truly fay, that we entertain you with a ready good-will, we will give
you fome diverfion and amufement, by making one of our comrades fing, who
will foon be here: he is a very intelligent {wain, and deeply enamoured; and,
above all, can read and write, and plays upon the rebeck to heart’s content.
The goatherd had fcarce faid this, when the found of the rebeck > reached their
ears, and, prefently after, came he that plaid on it, who wasa youth of about
two and twenty, and of a very gocd mien. His comrades asked him, if he
had fupped; and he anfwering, yes, then, Aufonio, faid he who had made the
offer, you may afford us the pleafure of hearing you fing a little, that this gen-
tleman, our gueft, may fce, we have here, among the mountains and woods,
fome that underftand mufic. 'We have told him your good qualities, and would
have you fhew them, and make good what we have fuid; and therefore I in-

¥ Cerwantes feems to fatirize the pedantic, declamatory, manner of the writers of thofe times, efpecially
the fchoo! diviues, with which Spain fwarmed.
* A kind of Inftrument with three firings, ufed by fhepherds.
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treat you to fit down, and fing the ditty of your loves, which 'your uncle the
prebendary compofed for you, and which was fo well liked in our village. With
all my heart, replied the youth; and, without farther intreaty, he fat down up-
on the trunk of an old oak, and tuning his rebeck, after a while, with a fingu-
lar good grace, he began to fing as follows.

Vor, L

ANTONTIDO

Yes, lovely nymph, thou art my prize;
I boaft the conqueft of thy heart,
Though nor thy tongue, nor [peaking eyes,
Hawve yet revealed the latent fmart.

Thy wit and fenfe affure my fate,

In them my love's fuccefs 1 fee,
Nor can be be unfortunate,

Who dares avow bis flame for thee.

Yet fometimes haft thou frowned, alas!
And given my bopes a cruel fhock;
Then did thy foul feem formed of brafs,

Thy frowy bofom of the rock.

But in the mid}} of thy difdain,
Thy fharp reproaches, cold delays,

Hope from bebind, to eafe my pain,
The border of her robe difplays.

Ab! lrvely maid! in equal fcale
Weigh well thy fhepberd’s truth and love,
Which ne'er, but with bis breath, can fail,
Which neither frowns nor fmiles can move.

If lrve, as frepherds wont to fay,
Be gentlenefs and courtefy,

So courteous 1s Olalia,
My paffion will rewarded be:

And if obfequious duty paid
The grateful beart can ever move,
Mine fure, my fair, may well perfuade
A due return, and claim thy love.

For, to feem pleafing in thy fight,
I drefs myfelf with fudious care,
And, in my beft apparel dight,
My Sunday clothes on Monday wear.
H

And
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And flepherds fay, Tm not to blame;
For cleanly drefs and fpruce attire
Preferve alive love’s wanton flame,

And gently fan the dying fire.

To pleafe my fair, in mazy ring

I join the dance, and fportive play,
And oft beneath thy window fing,

When firft the cock proclaims the day.

With rapture on each charm I dwell,
And daily fpread thy beauty’s fame ;
And fiill my tongue thy praife fball tell,
Though envy fwell, or malice blame.

Terefa of the Berrocal,

When once I praifed you, faid in [pight;
Your miftrefs you an angel call,

But a mere ape is your delight :

Thanks to the bugle's artful glare,
And all the graces counterfeit;
Thanks to the falfe and curled bair,
Which wary love bimfelf might cheat.

I fwore, ’twas falle; and faid, fhe l'd;
At that, her anger fiercely rofe :

I box’d the clown that took ber fide,
And bow I box’d my faireff knows.

I court thee not, Olalia,
To gratify a loofe defires

My Love is chafte, without allay
Of wanton wifh, or luftful fire.

The church bath filken cords that tye
Confenting bearts in mutual bands:

If thou, my fair, it’s yoke wilt try,
Thy fwain its ready captive flands.

If not, by all the faints I fwear,
On thefe bleak mountains fill to dwell,
Nor ever quit my toilfome care,

But for the cloifter and the cell.

Here
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Here ended the goatherd’s fong, and though Don Quixote defired him to fing
fomething elfe, Sancko Panga was of another mind, being more difpofed to
fleep, than to hear ballads : and therefore he faid to his mafter ; Sir, you had
better confider where you are to lie to-night; for the pains thefe honeft men
take all day will not fuffer them to pafs the nights in finging. I underftand
you, Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote ; for 1 fee plainly, that the vifits to the
wine-bag require to be paid rather with fleep than mufic. It relithed well with
us all, blefled be god, anfwered Sancho. 1 do not deny it, replied Don
RQuixote ; but lay yourfelf down where you will, for it better becomes thofe of
my profeffion to watch than to fleep. However, it would not be amifs,
Sancho, if you would drefs this ear again; for it pains me more than it
fthould. Sancho did what he was commanded ; and one of the goatherds, fee-
ing the hurt, bid him not be uneafy, for he would apply fuch a remedy as
thould quickly heal it. And taking fome rofemary-leaves, of which there was
plenty thereabouts, he chewed them, and mixed them with a little falt, and,
laying them to the ear, bound them on very faft, affuring him, he svould want
no other falve, as it proved in effect.

Gyt My AP, IV.
What a certain goaz‘/.ver"d related to thofe that were with Don Quixote.

\‘v HILE this paffed, there came another of thofe young lads, who brought

them their provifions from the village, and faid : Comrades, do you
know what paffes in the village? How fhould we know ? anfwered one of
them. Know then,+continued the youth, that this morning died that famous
fhepherd and f{cholar called Chryfoftom 5 and it is whifpered, that he died for
love of that devilith untoward lafs Marcela, daughter of W illiam the rich ; fhe,
who rambles about thefe woods and fields, in the drefs of a thepherdefs. For
Marcela! fay you? quoth one. For her, I fay, anfwered the goatherd. And
the beft of it is, he has ordered by his will, that they thould bury him in the
fields as if he had been a Moor, and that it thould be at the foot of the rock by
the cork-tree-fountain : for, according to report, and what, they fay, he himfelf
declared, that was the very place where he firft faw her. He ordered alfo
other things fo extravagant, that the clergy fay, they muft not be performed ;
nor is it fit they fhould, for they feem to be heathenith. To all which that
great fiiend of his mbrofio the ftudent, who accompanied him likewife in the
drefs of a thepherd, anfwers, that the whole muft be fulfilled, without omitting
any thing, as Chryfoffom enjoined ; and upon this the village is all in an uproar :
but, by what I can learn, they will at laft do what Amébrofio, and all the thep-
herd’s friends, require ; and to-morrow they come to inter him, with great fo-
lemnity, in the place I have alrcady told you of. And I am of opinion, it will

be very well worth feeing ; at leaft, T will not fail to go, though I knew 1
H =2 thould
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thould not return to-morrow to the villige. We will do {o too, anfwered the
goatherds, and let us caft lots who thall ftay behind, to look after all our goats.
You fay well, Pedro, quoth another : but it will be needlefs to make ufe of this
expedient ; for I will ftay for you all : and do not attribute this to virtue, or
want of curiofity in me, but to the thorn which ftruck into my foot the other
day, and hinders me from walking. We are obliged to you, however, an-
fwered Pedro.  Don Quixote defired Pedro to tell him, who the deceafed was,
and who that thepherdefs.  To which Pedro anfwered, that all he knew was,
that the deceafed was a wealthy gentleman, of a neighbonring village, among
yon rocky mountains, who had ftudied many years in Salamanca ; at the end of
which time he returned home, with the character of a very knowing well-read
man: particularly, it was faid, he underftood the fcience of the ftars, and what
the fun and moon are doing in the sky : for he told us punctually the clipfe of
the fun and moon. Friend, quoth Dor Qyixote, the obfcuration of thofe two

greater luminaries is called an ec/pfe, and not a clipfe.  But Pedro, not regarding +

niceties, went on with his ftory, faying : he alfo foretold when the year would
be plentiful, or eftril. Steri/, you would fay, friend, quoth Don RQuixote.
Steril or eftril, anfwered Pedro, comes all to the fame thing. Andas I was
faying, his father and friends, who gave credit to his words, became very rich
thereby ; for they followed his advice in every thing. This year, he would fay,
fow barley, not wheat : in this you may fow vetches, and not barley : the next
year, there will be plenty of linfeed oil: the three following, there will not be
adrop. This fcience they call aftrology, faid Don Quixote. 1 know not how
it is called, replied Pedro; but I know that he knew all this, and more too.
In fhort, not many months after he came from Salamanea, on a certain da

he appeared drefled like a fhepherd, with his crook and fheep-skin jacket,
having thrown afide his {cholar’s gown ; and with him another, a great friend
of his, called Ambrofio, who had been his fellow-ftudent, and now put himfelf
into the fame drefs of a fthepherd. I forgot to tell you, how the deceafed Chry-

Joftom was a great man at making verfes ; infomuch that he made the carols for

Chriftmas-eve, and the pious plays for Corpus Chrifti, which the boys of our vil-
lage reprefented ; and every body faid they were moft excellent. When the
people of the village faw the two fcholars fo fuddenly habited like thepherds,
they were amazed, and could not guefs at the caufe that induced them to make
that ftrange alteration in their drefs.  About this time the father of Chryfoftom
died, and he inherited a large eftate, in lands and goods, flocks; herds, and
money ; of all which the youth remained diflolute mafter; and indeed he de-
ferved it all, for he was a very good companion, a charitable man, and a friend
to thofe that were good, and had a face like any blefling. Afterwards it came
to be known that he changed his habit, for no other purpofe, but that he might
wander about thefe defert places after that fhepherdefs Marcela, whom our lad
told you of before, and with whom the poor deceafed Chryfofforn was in love.

I will
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I'will now tell you (for it is fit you fhould know) who this young flut is ; for
perhaps, and even without a perhaps, you may never have heard the like in all
the days of your life, though you were as o/d as the itch. Say, as old as Sarah,
replied Don Quixote, not being able to endure the goatherd’s miftaking words.
The #zch is old enough, anfwered Pedro ; and, Sir, if you muft at every turn
be correcting my words, we fhall not have done this twelvemonth. Pardon me,
friend, faid Don Quixote, 1 told you of it, becaufe there is a wide difference
between the ifch and Sarah ' : and fo go on with your ftory ;5 for I will in-
terrupt you no more. I fay then, dear Sir of my foul, quoth the goatherd,
that in our village there was a farmer richer than the father of Chryfsffom, called
William 5 on whom god beftowed, befides much and great wealth, a daughter,
of whom her mother died in childbed, and fhe was the moft refpected woman
of all our country. I cannot help thinking I fee her now, with that prefence,
looking as if {he had the fun on one fide of her, and the moon on the other * :
and, above all, fhe was a notable houfewife, and a friend to the poor ; for which
I believe her foul is at this very moment enjoying god in the other world. Her
husband #i/liam died for grief at the death of fo good a woman, leaving his
daughter Marcela, young and rich, under the care of an uncle, a prieft,
and beneficed in our village. The girl grew up with fo much beauty, that it

" put us in mind of her.mother’s, who had a great fhare ; and for all that it was
- judged that her daughter’s would furpafs her’s. And fo it fell out ; for when the

came to be fourteen or fifteen years of age, no body beheld her without blefling
god for making her {o handfome, and moft men were in love with, and undone
for her. Her uncle kept her very carefully and very clofe : notwithftanding
which, the fame of her extraordinary beauty fpread itfelf fo, that, partly for her
perfon, partly for her great riches, her uncle was applied to, follicited, and im-
portuned, not only by thofe of our own village, but by many others, and thofe
the better fort too, for feveral leagues round, to difpofe of her in marriage. But
he (who, to do him juftice, is a good chriftian) though he was defirous to dif-
pofe of her as foon as fhe was marriageable, yet would not do it without her
confent, having no eye to the benefit and advantage he might have made of the
girl’s eftate by deferring her marriage. And, in good truth, this has been told
in praife of the good prieft in more companies than one in our village. For I
would have you to know, fir-errant, that, in thefe little places, every thing is
talked of, and every thing cenfured. And, my life for yours, that clergyman
muft be over and above good, who obliges his parithioners to fpeak well of him,

1 This wants explanation, it being impoffible to give the force of it in an Englis tranflation. Ziejs
como la Sarna is a Spanifs proverb, lignifying as o/d as the itch, which is of great antiquity ; though it is
agrecd that this is only a corruption of ignorant people faying Sarra for Sarra: which laft is ufually taken
to fignify Sarab, Abrabam’s wife, either in regard fhe lived 110 years, or becaule of the long time it is
fince fhe lived 5 though fome fay that Sarra, in the Bifcaine language, fignifies o/d age, and fo the proverb
will be, s old as old age itfelf.

* This feems to be a ridicule on the extravagant metaphors ufed by the Spanis poets, in praife of the
beauty of their miftrefles.

efpecially
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efpecially in country-towns. It is true, fiid Don Quixote, and proceed : for the
ftory is excellent, and, honeft Pedro, you tell it with a very good grace.
M.y the grace of the lord never fiil me, which is moft to the. purpofe. And
farther know, quoth Pedro, that, though the uncle propofed to his niece, and
acquainted her with the qualities of every one in particular, of the many who
fought her in marriige, adviling her to marry, and choofe to her liking, fhe ne-
ver returned any other anfwer, but that the was not difpofed to marry at pre-
fent, and that, being fo young, the did not find herfelf able to bear the burden of
matrimony. Her uncle, faiisfied with thefe feemingly juft excufes, ceafed to
importune her, and wuited till fhe was grown a little older, and knew how to
choofe a companion to her tafte. For, faid he, and he fiid very well, parents
ought not to fettle their children aguinit their will. But, behold! when we leaft
imagined it, ona certain duy the coy Marcela appears a thepherdefs, and without
the confent of her uncle, and again{t the perfuafions of all the neighbours, would
needs go into the fields, w1th the other country-laffes, and tend her own flock.
And now that fhe appeared in publick, and her beauty was expofed to all be-
holders, it is impoffible to tell you, how many wealthy youths, gentlemen, and
farmers have taken Chryfofforn’s drefs, and go up and down thefe plains, making
their {uit to her ; onec of whom, as is faid already, was the deceafed, of whom
it is faid, that he left off loving her to adore her. But think not, that becaufe
Marcela has given herfelf up to this free and unconfined way of life, and that
with fo little, or rather no referve, fhe has given any the leaft colour of fufpi-
cion to the prejudice of her modefty and difcretion : no, rather fo great and
frict is the watch fhe keeps over her honour, that of all thofe, who ferve and
follicit her, no one has boafted, or can boaft with truth, that fhe has given him
the leaft hope of obtaining his defire. For though the does not fly nor thun the
company and converfation of the fhepherds, but treats them with courtefy and in
a friendly manner, yet upon any one’s beginning to difcover his intention, though
it be as juft and holy as that of marriage, fhe cafts him from her as out of a
ftone-bow. And by this fort of behaviour, fthe does more mifchief in this
country, than if fhe carried the plague about with her; for her affability and
beauty attract the hearts of thofe, who converfe with her, to ferve and love her ;
but her difdain and frank dealing drive them to terms of defpair: and fo they
know not what to fay to her, and can only exclaim againit her, calling her
cruel and ungrateful, with fuch other titles, as plainly denote her character.
And were you to abide here, Sir, a while, you would hear thefe mountains and
valleys refound with the comphints of thofe undeceived wretches that yet fol-
low her. There is a place not far from hence, where there are about two
dozen of tall beeches, and not one of them but has the name of Marcels
written and engraved on its fmooth bark, and over fome of them is a crown
carved in the fame tree, as if the lover would more clearly exprefs, that
Marcela
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Mayrcela bears away the crown, and deferves it above all human beauty, Here
fighs one fhepherd ; there complains another : here are heard amorous fonnets,
there defpairing ditties. You fhall have one pafs all the hours of the night,
feated at the foot of fome oak or rock ; and there, without clofing his weceping
eyes, wrapped up and tranfported in his thoughts, the fun finds him in the
morning. ~ You fhall have another, without cefation or truce to his fighs, in
the midft of the moft irkfome noon-day heat of the fummer, extended on the
burning fand, and fending up his complaints to all-pitying heaven. In the mean
time, the beautiful Marcela, free and unconcerned, triumphs over them all.
We, who know her, wait with impatience to fee what her haughtine(s will come
to, and who is to be the happy man that thall fubdue fo intrattable a difpofition,
aud enjoy fo incomparable a beauty. Al that I have recounted being o affured
a truth, I the more eafily believe what our companion told us concerning the
caufe of Chryfoffom’s death. And therefore I advife you, Sir, that you do not
fail to-morrow to be at his funeral, which will be very well worth feeing : for
Chryfoftom has a great many friends ; and it is not half a league from this place
to that where he ordered himfelf to be buried. I will certainly be there,
faid Don Quixote, and I thank you for the pleafure you have given me by the
recital of fo entertaining a ftory. O, replied the goatherd, I do not yet know
half the adventures that have happened to Marcela’s lovers ; but to-morrow,
perhaps, we fhall meet by the way with fome thepherd, who may tell us
more : at prefent it will not be amifs, that you get you to fleep under a roof ; for
the cold dew of the night may do your wound harm, though the falve I have
put to it is fuch, that you need not fear any crofs accident. Sancho Panga,
who gave this long-winded tale of the goatherd’s to the devil, for his part,
folicited his mafter to lay himfelf down to fleep in Pedro’s hut. He did fo, and
paffed the reft of the night in remembrances of his lady Dulcinea, in imitation
of Marcela’s lovers. Sancho Panga took up his lodging between Rozinante and
his afs, and flept it out, not like a difcarded lover, but like a perfon well
rib-roafted.

G IR LA L Bt X
The conclufion of the flory of the fhepberdefs Marcela, with other accidents.

B UT f{carce had the day began to difcover itfelf through the balconies of the
eaft, when five of the fix goatherds got up, and went to awake Don
Quixote, and asked him, whether he continued in his refolution of going to fee
the famous funeral of Chryfoffern, for they would bear him company. Don
Quixote, who defired nothing more, got up, and bid Sancho faddle and pannel
immediately ; which he did with great expedition: and with the fame diipatch
they all prefently fet out on their way. They had not gone a quarter of a league,
when, upon croffing a path-way, they faw about fix thepherds making towards
them,
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them, clad in black theep-skin jerkins, and their heads crowned with garlands
of cyprefs and bitter rofemary. Each of them had a thick holly-club in his
hand. There came alfo with them two cavaliers on horfeback, in very hand-

" fom riding-habits, attended by three lacqueys on foot. When they had joined

companies, they faluted each other courteoufly ; and asking one another whither
they were going, they found they were all going to the place of burial ; and fo
they began to travel in company.

One of thofe on horfeback, fpeaking to his companion, faid; I fancy, Signor
Vivaldo, we thall not think the time mifpent in ftaying to fee this famous fu-
neral ; for it cannot choofe but be extraordinary, confidering the ftrange things
thefe thepherds have recounted, as well of the deceafed thepherd, as of the mur-
thering thepherdefs. I think fo too, anfwered »7valdo; and T do not only not
think much of fpending one day, but I would even fltay four to fee it. Don
Quixote asked them, what it was they had heard of Marcela and Chryfofiom 2
The traveller faid, they had met thofe thepherds early that morning, and that,
feeing them in that mournful drefs, they had asked the occafion of their going
clad in that manner ; and that one of them had related the ftory, telling them
of ‘the beauty, and unaccountable humour, of a certain thepherdefs called Mar-
cela, and the loves of many that woed her ; with the death of Chryfoffom, to
whofe burial they were going. In fine, he related all that Pedro had told to
Don Quixote.

This difcourfe ceafed, and another began; he, who was called Vivalds, asking
Don Quixote, what might be the reafon that induced him to go armed in that
manner, through a country fo peaceable? To which Doz Quixote anfwered :
The exercife of my profeffion will not permit or fuffer me to go in any other
manner. The dance, the banquet, and the bed of down, were invented for
foft and effeminate courtiers; but toil, difquietude, and arms, were invented and
defigned for thofe, whom the world calls knights-errant, of which number am
I, though unworthy, and the leaft of them all. ~ Scarcely had they heard this,
when they all concluded he was a madman. And for the more certainty, and
to try what kind of madnefs his was, 77valdo asked him, what he meant by
knights-errant? Have you not read, Sir, anfwered Don Quixote, the annals and
hiftories of England, wherein are recorded the famous exploits of king 4rthur,
whom, in our Caftilian tongue, we perpetually call king Arfus; of whom there
goes an old tradition, and a common one all over that kingdom of Great Bri-
tain, that this king did not die, but that, by magic art, he was turned into a
raven; and that, in procefs of time, he fhall reign again, and recover his king-
dom and feepter: for which reafon it cannot be proved, that, from that time to
this, any Englifbman hath killed a raven. - Now, in this good king’s time, was
inftituted that famous order of the knights of the round-table; and the amours
therein related, of Don Lancelot du Lake with the queen Ginebra, pafled exa@-
ly fo, that horourable Duenna Quintaniona being their go-between afid confi-

dante :
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dante : which gave birth to that well-known ballad, fo cried up here in Spain,
of Never was knight by ladies fo well ferved, as was Sir Lancelot when he came
Jrom Britain : with the reft of that fweet and charming recital of his amours
and exploits, Now, from that time, the order of chivalry has been extending
and {preading itfelf through many and divers parts of the world: and in this pro-
feffion many have been diftinguifhed and renowned for their heroic deeds; as,
the valiant Amadis de Gaul, with all his fons and nephews, to the fifth genera-
tion; the valorous Felixmarte of Hircania; and the-never-enough to be praifed
Tirant the white: and we, in our days, have in a manner feen, heard, and
converfed with, the invincible and valorous knight Doz Belianis of Greece. This,
gentlemen, it is to be a knight-errant, and what I have told you of is the order of
chivalry : of which, as I faid before, I, though a finner, have made profefiion;
and the very fame thing that the aforefaid knights profefied, I profefs: and fo I
travel through thefe folitudes and deferts, feeking adventures, with a determined
refolution to oppofe my arm, and my perfon, to the moft perilous that for-
tune fhall prefent, in aid of the weak and the needy.

By thefe difcourfes the travellers were fully convinced, that Don Quixote was
out of his wits, and what kind of madnefs it was that influenced him; which
ftruck them with the fame admiration, that it did all others at the firft hearing.
And Viualdo, who was a very difcerning perfon, and withal of a mirthful dif-
pofition, that they might pafs without irkfomnefs the little of the way that re-
mained, before they came to the funeral-mountain, refolved to give him an op-
portunity of going on in his extravagancies. And therefore he faid to him; Me-
thinks, Sir knight-errant, you have undertaken one of the firicteft profeffions
upon earth: and I verily believe, the rule of the Carthufian monks themfelves
is not fo rigid. It may be as firi¢t, for ought I know, anfwered our Doz
Quixote; but that it is fo neceffary to the world, I am within two fingers breadth
of doubting : for, to fpeak the truth, the foldier, who executes his captain’s or-
ders, does no lefs than the captain himfelf, who gives him the orders. I would
fay, that the religious, with all peace and quietnefs, implore heaven for the good
of the world; but we foldiers, and knights, really execute what they pray for,
defending it with the ftrength of our arms, and the edge of our {words: and
that, not under covert, but in open field ; expofed as butts to the unfufferable
beams of fummer’s fun, and winter’s horrid ice. So that we are god’s mini-
fters upon earth, and the arms by which he executes his juftice init. And con-
fidering that matters of war, and thofe relating thereto, cannot be put in execu-
tion without fweat, toil, and labour, it follows, that they, who profefs it, do
unqueftionably take more pains than they, who, in perfect peace and repofe,
are employed in praying to heaven to affift thofe, who can do but little for them-
felves'. I mean not to fay, nor do I fo much as imagine, that the ftatc of the
knight -errant is as good as that of the reclufe religious: I would only infer from

1 A fly fatire on the ufelefnefs of reclufe religious focieties.
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what I fuffer, that it is doubtlefs more laborious, more baftinadoed, more hun-
gry and thirfty, more wretched, more ragged, and more loufy; for there is no
doubt, but that the knights-errant of old underwent many misfortunes in the
courfe of their lives. And if fome of them rofe to be emperors, by the valour
of their arm, in good truth they paid dearly for it in blood and fweat: and if
thofe, who arrived to fuch honour, had wanted enchanters and fages to affift
them, they would have been mightily deceived in their hopes, and much difap-
pointed in their expectations. Iam of the fame opinion, replied the traveller:
but there is one thing, in particular, among many others, which I diflike in
knights-errant, and it is this: when they are prepared to engage in fome great
and perilous adventure, in which they are in manifeft danger of lofing their
lives, in the very inftant of the encounter, they never once remember to commend
themfelves to god *, as every chriftian is bound to do in the like perils; but ra-
ther commend themfelves to their miftrefles, and that with as much fervor and
devotion, as if they were their god; a thing which, to me, favours ftrongly of
paganifim.  Signor, anfwered Don Quixote, this can by no means be otherwife,
and the knight-errant, who fhould act in any other manner, would digrefs much
from hisduty; for it is a received maxim and cuftom in chivalry, that the knight-
errant, who is about to attempt fome great feat of arms, muft have his lady before
him, mutft turn his eyes fondly and amoroufly toward her, as if by them he im-
plored her favour and protection, in the doubtful moment of diftrefs he is juft
entering upon. And though no body hears him, he is obliged to mutter fome
words between his teeth, by which he recommends himfelf to her with his
whole heart: and of this we have innumerable examples in the hiftories. And
you muft not fuppofe by this, that they are to negle¢t recommending themfelves
to god; for there is time and leifure enough to do it in the progrefs of the work.
But for all that, replied the traveller, I have one fcruple ftill remaining ; which
is, that I have often read, that, words arifing between two knights-errant, and
choler beginning to kindle in them both, they turn their horfes round, and,
fetching a large compafs about the field, immediately, without more ado, en-
counter at full fpeed; and in the midft of their career they commend them-
felves to their miftrefles: and what commonly happens in the encounter, is,
that one of them tumbles back over his horfe’s crupper, pierced through and thro’
by his adverfary’s launce : and if the other had not laid hold of his horfe’s mane,
he could not have avoided coming to the ground. Now, I cannot imagine what
leifure the deceafed had to commend himfelf to god, in the courfe of this fo
hafty a work. Better it had been, if the words he fpent in recommending him-
felf to his lady, in the midit of the career, had been employed about that, to
which, as a chriftian, he was obliged. And befides, it is certain all knights-

' Here it is remarkable, that Cervantes f};mks only of recommending ourfelves to god, without taking
notice of the doing it to any faint, though that be the known prallice in the Romi/b church, and is what the
proteitants charge, in the very words of this author, with fayouring ftrongly of paganifm.

errant
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errant have not ladies to commend themfelves to; becaufe they are not all in
love. That cannot be, anfwered Don Quixote : I fay, there cannot be a knight-
errant without a miftrefs; for it is as proper and as natural to them to be in
love, as to the sky to be full of ftars. And I affirm, you can fhew me no hi-
ftory, in which a knight-errant is to be found without an amour: and for the
very reafon of his being without one, he would not be reckoned a legitimate
knight, but a baftard, and one that got into the fortrefs of chivalry, not by the
door, but over the pales, like a thief and a robber *. Yet, for all that, faid the
traveller, T think (if T am not much miftaken) I have read, that Don Galaor,
brother to the valorous Amadis de Gaul, never had a particular miftre(s, to whom
he might recommend himfclf; notwithftanding which, he was not the lefs
efteemed, and was a very valiant and famous knight. To which our Doz
Quixote anfwered ; Signor, one fwallow makes no fummer. Befides, I very
well know, that this knight was in fecret very decply enamoured: He was a
general lover, and could not refift his natural inclination towards all ladies whom
he thought handfome. But, in thort, it is very well attefted, that he had one,
whom he had made miftrefs of his will, and to whom he often commended
himfelf, but very fecretly; for it was upon this quality of fecrecy that he efpe-
cially valued himfelf. If it be effential that every knight-errant muft be a lover,
faid the traveller, it is to be prefumed that your worfhip is one, as you are of the
profeflion: and, if you do not pique yourfelf upon the fame fecrecy as Don Ga-
laor, T earneftly intreat you, in the name of all this good company, and in my
own, to tell us the name, country, quality, and beauty, of your miftrefs, who
cannot but account herfelf happy if all the world knew, that fhe is loved and
ferved by fo worthy a knight as your worfhip appears to be. Here Don Quixote
fetched a deep figh, and faid: I cannot pofitively affirm whether this fweet ene-
my of mine is pleafed, or not, that the world thould know I am her fervant:
I'can only fay, in anfwer to what you fo very courteoufly enquire of me, that
her name is Dulcinea 5 her country Tobofo, a town of la Mancka; her quality
at leaft that of a princefs, fince fhe is my queen and fovereign ludy ; . her beauty
more than human, fince in her all the impoffible and chimerical attributes of
beauty, which the poets afcribe to their miftrefles, are realized: for her hairs
are of gold, her forchead the Elfian fields, her eyebrows rainbows, her eyes
funs, her cheeks rofes, her lips coral, pearls her teeth, alabafter her neck, her
bofom marble, her hands ivory, her whitenefs fnow ; and the parts, which mo-
defty veils from human fight, fuch as (to my thinking) the moft exalted imagi-
nation can only conceive, but not find a compariion for. 'We would know, re-
plied Zivaldo, her lineage, race, and family. To which Don Quixote anfwered;
She is not of the antient Roman Curtiz, Caiz, and Scipios, nor of the mo-
dern Colonnas and Urfinis; nor of the Moncadas and Requcfenes of Catalonia;
neither is the of the Rebellas and Villanovas of Valentia; the Paluofexes, Nugas,
Rocabertis, Corellas, Lunas, Alagones, Urreas, Foges, and Gurreas of Arra-
= This is one inftance of Cerwantes's frequent ufe of feriptaral expreflions,

I2 gon ;
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gon; the Cerdas, Manriques, Mendogas and Gufinans of Caftile; the Alencafiros,
Pallas and Menefes of Portugal: but the is of thofe of Tobofo de la Mancha; a
houfe, thongh modern, yet fuch as may give a noble beginning to the moft il-
luftrious families of the ages to come: and in this let no one contradi¢t me, un-
lefs it be on the conditions that Cerdino fixed under Orlando’s arms, where it
was faid : Le# 10 one remove thefe, who cannot fland a trial with Orlando, Al-
though mine be of the Cachopines of Lareds, replied the traveller, I dare not
compare it with that of Tobofo de la Mancha; though, to fay the truth; no fuch
appellation hath ever reached my ears ’till now. Is it pofiible you fhould never
have heard of it ? replied Don Quixote *.

All the reft went on liftening with great attention to the dialogue between
thefe two: and even the goatherds and fhepherds perceived the notorious
diftraction of our Don Quixote. Sancho Panga alone believed all that his mafter
faid to be true, knowing who he was, and having been acquainted with him
from his birth. But what he fomewhat doubted of, was, what concerned the
tair Dulcinea del Tobofo; for no fuch a name, or princefs, had ever come to his
hearing, though he lived fo near Tobofe.

In thefe difcourfes they went on, when they difcovered, through an open-
ing made by two high mountains, about twenty fhepherds coming down, all in
jerkins of black wool, and crowned with garlands, which (as appeared after-
ward) were fome of yew, and fome of cyprefs. Six of them carried a bier,
covered with great variety of flowers and boughs : which one of the goatherds
efpying, faid ; They, who come yonder, are thofe who bring the corpfe of Chry-
fofto ; and the foot of yonder mountain is the place where he ordered them to
bury him. ‘They made hafte thercfore to arrive; which they did, and it was
juft as the bier was fet down on the ground : four of them, with fharp pickaxes, .
were making the grave by the fide of a hard rock. They faluted one another
courteoufly: and prefently Don Quixote and his company went to take a view of
the bier; upon which they faw a dead body, ftrewed with flowers 2, in the
drefs of a thepherd, feemingly about thirty years of age: you might fee, thro’
death itfelf, that he had been of a beautiful countenance, and hale contftitution.
Several books, and a great number of papers, fome open and others folded up,
lay round about him on the bier. All that were prefent, as well thofe who
looked on, as thofe who were opening the grave, kept a marvellous filence ;
'till one of thofe, who brought the deceafed, faid to another; Obferve carefully,
Ambraofio, whether this be the place which Chryfoffom mentioned, fince you are

* fo puntual in performing what he commanded in his will. ‘This is it, anfwer-

ed Ambrofio; for in this very place he often recounted to me the ftory of his
misfortune. Here it was, he told me, that he firft faw that mortal enemy of

1 All the time they are going to the burial, how artfully does the author entertain the reader, by way of
digreflion, with this dialogue between Don Quixote and Vivaldo ! ] g
3 It is the cultom in Spain and Jraly to firew flowers on the dead bedies, when laid upon their biers.

human
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human race; here it was that he declared to her his no lefs honourable than ar-
dent paffion; here it was that Marcelz finally undeceived and caft him off, in
fuch fort that the put an end to the tragedy of his miferable life; and here, in
memory of fo many misfortunes, he defired to be depofited in the bowels of
eternal oblivion.

Then, turning himfelf to Doz Quixote and the travellers, he went on, faying:
This body, Sirs, which you are beholding with compaffionate eyes, was the re-
ceptacle of a foul, in which heaven had placed a great part of its treafure: this
is the body of Chryfoffomz, who was fingular for wit, matchlefs in courtefy, per-
fect in politenefs, a pheenix in friendthip, magnificent without oftentation, grave
without arrogance, cheerful without meannefs; in fine, the firft in every thing
that was good, and fecond to none in every thing that was unfortunate. He
loved, he was abhorred: he adored, he was fcorned: he courted a favage; he
folicited marble; he purfued the wind; he called aloud to folitude; he ferved
ingratitude; and the recompence he obtained, was, to become a prey to death,
in the midft of the career of his life, to which an end was put by a certain
thepherdefs, whom he endeavoured to render immortal in the memories of men;
as thefe papers you are looking at would fufficiently demonftrate, had he not or-
dered them to be committed to the flames, at the fame time that his body was
depofited in the earth. You would then be more rigorous and cruel to them,
faid Vivaldo, than their mafter himfelf; for it is neither juft nor right to fulfil
the will of him, who commands fomething utterly unreafonable. And Augu/ffus
Cefar would not confent to the execution of what the divine Mantuan had
commanded in his will. So that, Signor .mbrofio, tho’ you commit your
friend’s body to the earth, do not therefore commit his writings to oblivion; and
if he ordered it as a perfon injured, do not you fulfil it as one indifcreet; rather
ac fo, that, by giving life to thefe papers, the cruelty of Marcelz may never be
forgotten, but may ferve for an example to thofe, who fhall live in times to come,
that they may avoid falling down the like precipices; for I, and all here prefent,
already know the ftory of this your enamoured and defpairing friend : we know
alfo your friendfhip, and the occafion of his death, and what he ordered on his
death-bed : from which lamentable hiftory may be gathered, how great has been
the cruelty of Marcela, the love of Chryfoftom, and the fincerity of your friend-
thip ; as alfo the end of thofe, who run headlong in the path that inconfiderate
and ungoverned love fets before them. Laft night we heard of Chryfoffom’s
death, and that he was to be interred in this place; and fo, out of curiofity and
compaflion, we turned out of our way, and agreed to come and behold with
our eyes, what had moved us fo much in the recital : and, in return for our pity,
and our defire to remedy it, if we could, we befeech you, O difcreet Ambrofio,
at leaft I befeech you in my own behalf, that you will not burn the papers, but
let me carry away fome of them. And without ftaying for the fhepherd’s re-

ply, he ftretched out his hand, and took fome of thofe that were neareft; which
Ambrofio
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Ambrofio perceiving, faid: Out of civility, Signor, I will confent to your keep-
ing thofe you have taken; but to imagine that I fhall forbear burning thofe that
remain, is a vain thought. ¥7valdo, who defired to fee what the papers con-
tained, prefently opened one of them, which had for its title : The fong of de-
Jpair.  Ambrofio, hearing it, faid: This is the laft paper the unhappy man
wrote ; and that you may fee, Signor, to what ftate he was reduced by his mif-
fortunes, read it fo as to be heard ; for you will have leifure enough, while
they are digging the grave. That I will with all my heart, faid Vivaldo: and
as all the by-ftanders had the fame defire, they drew round about him, and he
read in a clear voice, as follows.

€ o3k b o P VI

Wherein are rebearfed the defpairing verfes of the deceafed fbepherd, with
other unexpetled events.

CHRYrSOSTOMs SONG.

L

SI NCE, cruel maid, you force me to proclaim
Erom clime to clime the triumpbs of your [corn,

Let bell itfelf infpire my tortur’d breaft
With mournful numbers, and untune my woice ;
Whillt the fad pieces of my broken beart
Mix with the doleful accents of my tongue,
At once to tell my griefs and thy exploits.
Hear then, and liffen with attentive ear,
Not to barmonsous founds, but ecchoing groans,
Fetch’d from the bottom of my lab’ring breaft,
To eafe, in thy defpite, my raging finart.

II.
The lion’s roar, the howl of midnight wolves,
The [ealy ferpent’s hifs, the raven’s croak,
The burft of fighting winds that vex the main,
The widow'd owl and turtle's plaintive moan,
With all the din of hell's infernal crew,
From my griev'd foul forth iffue in one found,
Leaving my fenfes all confus'd and Iloft.
For ab! no common language can exprefs
The cruel pains that torture my fad heart.

IIL
Yet let not eccho bear the mournful founds
To where old Tagus rowls bis yellow fands,

Or
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Or Betis, crown’d with olives, pours his flood.

But bere, midft rocks and precipices deep,

Or to obfcure and fplent wales remov'd,

On fhores by human footficps mever trod,

Where the gay fun néer lifts bis radiant orb,

Or with th’ invenom'd race of favage beafls

That range the howling wildernefs for food,

Will 1 proclaim the flory of my awoes,

Poor privilege of grief ! whilff ecchoes hoarfe

Catch the fad tale, and [pread it round the world,
Iv.

Difdain gives death ; fufpicions, true or falf?,

Oerturn th’ impatient mind ; with furer [lroke

Fell jealoufy deftroys ; the pangs of abfence

No lover can fupport s nor firmeft hope

Can diffipate the dread of cold neglect :

Yet I, firange fate! though jealous, though difdain’d,

Abfent, and fure of cold neglec?, ftill lve.

And midf} the various torments I endure,

No ray of hope €'er darted on my foul :

Nor would I bope ; rather in deep defpair

Will 1 fit down, and brooding o’er my griefs

Vow everlafting abfence from ber fight.

V.
Can hope and fear at once the foul poffefs,
Or hope fubfift with furer caufe of fear 2
Shall I, to fbut out frightful jealoufy,
Clofe my fad eyes, when ev’ry pang I feel
Prefents the bi