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PROLOGUE

 

 

In the first two decades of the 21st century, the global order has undergone a transformation more profound than any since the end of the Cold War. As multipolarity takes root and the Global South emerges as a defining force in international affairs, the relationship between China and Latin America has evolved from one of tentative cooperation to a strategic partnership shaping the future of global governance, sustainable development, and cultural dialogue. “Argentina and China: Building a Sino-Latin American Community with a Shared Future” stands as a landmark exploration of this partnership—one that transcends traditional geopolitical narratives to center on shared aspirations, innovative practices, and the pursuit of a more equitable world. 

This volume is born from a simple yet urgent premise: the challenges of our time—climate change, economic inequality, cultural homogenization, and the need to reform outdated global institutions—cannot be solved by isolated actors. They demand collective action rooted in mutual respect, equal partnership, and a recognition of diverse development paths. China and Latin America, as two pillars of the Global South, embody this spirit of collaboration. From the Belt and Road Initiative’s infrastructure connectivity to joint efforts in renewable energy, from cultural exchanges that bridge civilizations to academic dialogues that redefine global discourse, the ties between these regions have become a model for South-South cooperation. 

What makes this book unique is its Argentine perspective—a lens that brings both depth and specificity to the broader China-Latin America narrative. Argentina, with its rich history of intellectual thought, its role as a regional leader in agriculture and technology, and its long-standing engagement  with China, offers a  singular  vantage point to examine how bilateral and regional cooperation can address local needs while contributing to global goals. The contributors—scholars, policymakers, and practitioners from Argentina, China, and beyond—draw on firsthand  research,  case  studies,  and  theoretical  insights  to  unpack key  themes:  inclusive  development  as  an alternative to Western-centric paradigms, the role of “Tianxia” thought in reimagining global governance, China’s “common prosperity” agenda and its implications for Latin America, and the potential of subnational cooperation (from sister cities to smart city partnerships) to deepen people-to-people ties. 

A  recurring  thread  throughout  the  book  is  the  rejection  of  “one-size-fits-all”  models.  As  the  chapters  reveal, China’s modernization has never been a blueprint to be copied, but a demonstration that development can be achieved without sacrificing cultural identity or sovereignty. Similarly, Latin America’s diverse experiences—from Argentina’s  wine  industry  navigating  global  markets  to  Chile’s  leadership  in  green  innovation—offer  valuable lessons for China and the world. Together, these stories challenge the myth of “modernization = Westernization” and propose a new vision: one where progress is measured by human well-being, ecological resilience, and the preservation of cultural diversity. 

The timing of this book is particularly significant. As we mark the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Educa-tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)’s Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diver-sity of Cultural Expressions (2005) and the 80th anniversary of the United Nations, the need to prioritize cultural dialogue and equitable cooperation has never been greater. The chapters on cultural exchange—from the legacy of Chilean artist José Venturelli, a pioneer in China-Latin America cultural diplomacy, to the role of film in building “a community of shared emotions”—remind us that civilizational interaction is not just about trade or technol-ogy, but about understanding and empathy. 

For scholars, this book offers a rigorous, interdisciplinary framework to study China-Latin America relations— one that integrates political economy, legal studies, cultural analysis, and environmental science. For policymak-ers, it provides actionable insights into how to deepen cooperation in areas like energy transition, digital govern-ance, and public health. For anyone interested in the future of the Global South, it is a testament to the power of collaboration to reshape global order from the bottom up. 

As a colleague, I am deeply grateful to the editors and contributors for their dedication to this project, and ap-preciate the cooperations between the Center for Chinese Studies at the National University of La Plata (Argen-tina) and the Institute for a Community with Shared Future at Communication University of China. Their work reflects a shared belief: that the partnership between China and Latin America is not just about the present, but about building a legacy—one where future generations inherit a world that is more peaceful, more prosperous, and more inclusive. 

Prólogo -  Li Huailiang 

 

In the end, this book is about hope. It is a reminder that even in a world marked by division and uncertainty, cooperation across borders, cultures, and ideologies is not only possible but essential. As China and Latin America continue to walk hand in hand toward a shared future, their journey offers a beacon for the rest of the world: that diversity is not a barrier to progress, but its very foundation. 

LI HUAILIANG

Professor and Director of the Institute for a Community with Shared Future 

Communication University of China (CUC)




PRESENTATION

 

These years marked almost two important anniversaries for China: the launch of a project to build a new global order, the Community of Shared Future for Humanity, and its pragmatic implementation, the Belt and Road Ini-tiative. 

On March 23, 2013, President Xi Jinping delivered a speech at the Moscow State Institute of International Rela-tions in which he reiterated the need to build a “global community” based on the idea of building a “common destiny.” This expression was first incorporated in 2011 into the White Paper on “China’s Foreign Policies for Achieving Peaceful Development,” Chapter III of which states: “China aligns its own interests with the common interests of the peoples of the world and seeks to expand the common interests of all parties. It works to establish and expand a community of common interests in various fields and at various levels with other countries and regions. China is committed to promoting the common interests of all humanity and to benefiting human civili-zation for all.” And maintaining that “Peaceful development is a choice that represents the global trend,” the report states: “The international community must reject the zero-sum game that was a product of old interna-tional relations, the dangerous cold and hot war mentality, and all those well-trodden paths that repeatedly led humanity to confrontation and war. It must find new perspectives from the perspective of a community with a shared future: sharing joys and misfortunes and seeking mutually beneficial cooperation, exploring new ways to enhance exchanges and mutual learning among different civilizations, identifying new dimensions in the com-mon interests and values of humanity, and seeking new ways to manage multiple challenges through cooperation among countries and achieve inclusive development.” 

In September and October 2013, respectively in Kazakhstan and Indonesia, Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed the joint construction of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road. Subsequently, the Chinese government established the Leading Group for Promoting the Construction of the Belt and Road, and set up its office within the National Development and Reform Commission. In March 2015, China published the document "Prospects and Actions for Promoting the Joint Construction of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road." In May 2017, the first Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation was successfully held in Beijing. 

Furthermore, in 2025 China has hosted the Tianjin Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, in which the global South has demonstrated its unity in developing an "evolution" of the international order. The Global Governance Initiative, launched in the SCO meeting, has undoubtedly further highlighted the need to revitalize the participation of Eurasia, Africa, and Latin America in the continued work of the United Nations, in an integra-tive manner. This meeting, in line with a vision of regional and global security, is framed within China's efforts to build a new global order based on the "democratization" of international relations. The celebration of the 80th anniversary of the United Nations gives us a sense of the need for global maturity, through international coop-eration as the only key to development and peace. 

Over these ten years, international relations have changed dramatically. The world is immersed in a "global hy-brid war" (Merino), and with the war in Ukraine and in Palestine, it seems as if the world has once again been divided into two opposing poles. 

However, in these years, the idea of building a "community of shared future" has attempted to overcome realist theories as an expression of the mere national interest of each nation-state, enclosed in the concept of post-Westphalian sovereignty, in order to interact internationally. It has proposed a diplomacy inspired by the com-mon interests of the international community, capable of generating win-win cooperation, towards a more just and equitable international order (Su). 

Indeed, the Community of Shared Future for Mankind is a key objective of China's international relations toward the creation of a new international order, which also includes the three expressions of "relationality" (Qin Ya-qing), "human authority" (Yan Xuetong), and "symbiosis" (Shanghai School of IR), which represent the theories of international relations with Chinese characteristics. The “community” refers  to the set of states, small and large, that coexist peacefully with each other (relationality) through values. 

In this book, we humbly seek to contribute to the dialogue between China and Latin America to build a global community with a shared future, especially from an Argentinian perspective. We provided 12 chapters, divided into 3 sections. In Part I - Theoretical and Philosophical Foundations of the Community with a Shared Future - we 
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introduce the conceptual and philosophical underpinnings of the “Community with a Shared Future” paradigm. In Part II – Global Governance, Law, and Inclusive Development - we explore the governance, legal, and develop-mental dimensions of China–Latin America cooperation, also taking into consideration geopolitical and strategic perspectives on the evolving multipolar order. In Part III - Culture, Identity, and Shared Representations - we focus on cultural exchanges and the soft power dimension. 

We sincerely hope that this book, specifically translated into English for global access, will have the power of a small drop of knowledge, capable of sailing the waves and shaping authentic knowledge about China and China-Argentina and China-Latin America relations, always in the responsible effort to build a Sino-Latin American (and global) community with a shared future. 

MARIA FRANCESCA STAIANO

Professor and Director 

Center on China Studies - International Relations Institute 

National University of La Plata (UNLP) 

Director of the Latin American Research Academy on Community with a Shared Future and Belt and Road Initi-

ative (UNLP-CUC)




PART I

 

THEORETICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS 

OF THE COMMUNITY WITH A SHARED FUTURE




BUILDING A COMMUNITY WITH A SHARED FUTURE FOR MANKIND BETWEEN 

CHINA AND LATIN AMERICA: INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT AS A NEW PARADIGM. 

 

M           1 ARIA F RANCESCA S TAIANO

 

Abstract:  This  article  argues  that  inclusive  development—understood  as  social,  ecological,  and  relational inclusiveness—offers a post-Western paradigm for rethinking global order and cooperation between China and Latin  America.  It  first  problematizes  the  semantics  of  “development,”  highlighting  its  Western  biases  and advocating a deconstructive lens that re-centers human development and ecosystem services beyond growth metrics. Against a backdrop of geopolitical transition and the erosion of a unitary “West,” the paper maps the emergence  of  South–South  trajectories,  with  China  framed  as  a  “third  way”  that  couples  innovation  with tradition and advances interdependent hegemony through platforms such as BRICS/BRICS+ and  the AIIB. The concept of a Global Community with a Shared Future for Mankind is examined as China’s integrative contribution to  global  governance—linking  political  association,  security,  development,  intercivilizational  exchange,  and environmental stewardship—and as a legal-political project aligned with the comprehensive rule of law and a domestic  green  principle  embedded  in  the  PRC  Civil  Code.  Turning  to  Latin  America,  the  analysis  outlines convergences around green innovation and biodiversity protection, while noting policy gaps and opportunities for  scalable  social–technological  solutions.  The  article  advances  a  neo-humanist  vision  that  moves  beyond anthropocentrism (human as humus), arguing that rights of nature, blue-economy logics, and legal ecologicalism can  underpin  more  equitable,  resilient  development  pathways.  It  concludes  that  China–Latin  America cooperation within this framework can help re-compose global power asymmetries and translate Agenda 2030 ambitions  into  actionable,  people-centered,  and  eco-centric  governance—despite  intensifying  great-power rivalry. 

 

Keywords: inclusive development; Global South; China–Latin America relations; community with a shared future; green principle; interdependent hegemony; blue economy; neo-humanism. 

 

1. INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT: PRELIMINARY SEMANTIC ISSUES. 

International development law is a necessary synthesis between globalized economy and law, which has pushed developing countries to innovate the international legal system through new instances of self-determination and decision-making independence. The multidimensional nature of development, understood as human develop-ment, achievable through a perspective that takes into consideration economic, social and sustainable develop-ment, represents a “meaning horizon” for international law to guarantee all peoples the possibility of building "their own model of freely chosen development”, in line with the norms of international human rights law and environmental protection (Cadìn, 2015). 

According to Panikkar, the very concept of development appears "spoiled" by a typically Western conception, which is unable to summarize the potential for alternative development. Panikkar believes that the notion of development is a Western construction that "shows the initial bias", as "the very archetypes underlying the idea of development imply a mechanistic anthropology that three-quarters of the world's population would find inadequate". This ar-chetype as an ideal of human life is "especially open to criticism in its political by-products" (Panikkar, 2015: 38). As with the polarization of the terms negotium-otium, in which traditionally, according to the ancient Romans, idleness was the rule and shop was the negation of the positive term (otium), the same should be analyzed with reference to the term "development". In all Indo-European languages, in fact, the term development (desarrollo, devélop-mént, sviluppo) is the negation of "velopment", that is, an attentive and reflective simplification of complexity for the satisfaction of human and natural needs. 

As stated by Derrida (1967), in fact, it is precisely in the apparently "simplest" words that we must adopt a de-constructive  style,  understood  as  the  intent  to  highlight  the  implicit  assumptions,  the  hidden  prejudices,  the 

 

1 Director of  the Center on China Studies of the International  Relations Institute of National University of La Plata (IRI-UNLP, Argentina); Director of the Latin American Research Academy on Community with a Shared Future and BRI (Communication University of China - UNLP); Co-coordinator  of  the  CLACSO  (Latin  American  Council  of  Social  Sciences)  Working  Group  on  “China  and  the  World  Power  Map”. 

mf.staiano@gmail.com 
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latent contradictions of culture and language which, not too consciously, man adopts. 

In this perspective and according to Pouw and Gupta (2017), inclusive development encompasses social, ecolog-ical, and relational inclusiveness, originating from various disciplinary perspectives. Inclusiveness concerns the organization of access to and distribution of essential resources, in which development is understood in terms of ecological and social well-being, so inclusive development serves as a counter to exclusive capitalist models. So, the term "inclusive development" overcomes “sustainable development” because it prioritizes social well-being and the protection of ecosystem services by reshaping political priorities, particularly in the Anthropocene era. 

 

2. INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL EVOLUTION IN A WORLD IN TRANSITION. 

As Carlos Eduardo Martins (2023) states, “the contemporary world system is undergoing a transition from the hegemony of the United States of catastrophic impact”. This is easily observable in the progressive polarization and exacerbation of conflicts, especially in the post-pandemic, which has radicalized the already present state of "fragmented global hybrid war" (Merino, 2020) in which hard power has been added to the traditional means of war, in a multidimensional  key also means of soft  power, such as communication, energy warfare, economic warfare. However, even on this occasion, a deconstruction of the term "catastrophe" helps to understand the impact  of  the  anthropological  transformation  to  which  we  must  pay  attention.  According  to  the  philosopher Guzzi (2011) the word "catastrophe" must be interpreted in its original meaning, from the Greek  καταστροϕή (catastrŏphe), which means "overthrow", and coincides with the need to radically modify our "apocalyptic" era, from αποκάλυψε (apokálypse), meaning “revelation”. Indeed, in recent years we can observe the fall of the "veil of Maya" of the Western narrative, which has "revealed" the profound contradictions that dominate the inter-national system. According to Yan Xuetong (2013), in fact, we are going through an era of structural decadence of the West, both of the concept of "West", which was originally "a geographical concept" to then become "a cultural concept", and in the wake of Cold War has become «finally a political concept». When Western countries "no longer influence international politics in a unitary way (because they are also divided within themselves or within their own alliances), the political concept of the West will no longer be objectively suitable for the study of international relations". 

Therefore, the transition manifests itself in its intersectionality: we are no longer referring to a dichotomy be-tween West and East and between North and South, because these concepts also underlie nuances and gray areas that make traditional dualistic separations ambiguous. According to Boaventura de Sousa Santos (2020), "the Global  South is represented by the peripheral and semi-peripheral regions and countries of the modern world system which, after the Second World War, were referred to as the third world." We should thus consider a broad definition of the Global South, where the shared status of being on the "periphery" is more significant than common cultural characteristics. As Gladys Lechini points out, "The construction of the idea of the other, having been colonized, is in some way one of the links between the countries of the South, of the global South. This notion has become complicated and diluted: there are Souths emerging in the North and North emerging in the South. Power is directed towards new geographies, moving from the North and the West to go towards the South and the East" (Lechini-Dussort, 2016: 79). It is within this framework that Boaventura de Sousa  Santos advocates for the creation of a "new epistemology from the South." 

Leaving a secularized vision and entering new horizons of meaning is not easy, especially if the transition results in the progressive breaking of pre-established and crystallized patterns with a unique cultural tradition. In an ethnocentric  science  where  until  now  only  “vulgar”  Western  knowledge,  especially  Anglo-American  theories (Wang Yiwei, 2007) have acted as absolute references, it is necessary to examine new perspectives capable of revolutionizing the old post-Westphalian order, deconstructing it and generating new perspectives towards the future. However, it cannot be ignored that new development poles have emerged, as demonstrated by the ex-amples of China, India, Malaysia, Vietnam, and new ones are still emerging, as in Africa and Latin America. These new development emergence centers have the advantage of taking advantage of new technologies and scientific knowledge, which lead them to the adoption of practices aimed at resolving sometimes insurmountable prob-lems, such as extreme poverty, structural inequality among the population, access to education and health, en-vironmental protection. Often, in fact, the measures undertaken by the countries of the Global South are inno-vative because they are based on the reality of the problems to be managed and on the best of the scientific knowledge achieved. China, in this sense, has manifested its own model as a “third way” for inclusive develop-ment (Zheng, 2022) and using a new paradigm with a syncrasy between “innovation and tradition” (Reyes Matta, 
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2017). Furthermore, at an international level, China - and emerging countries - also innovate international rela-tions, through mechanisms that do not oppose the international order but which integrate some of its “inter-stices” (Vadell-Staiano, 2020) left aside by an approach that aims to maximize speculation and of dependencies, and not to shared development. A concrete example can be, for example, the BRICS+ group of countries, which, according to Javier Vadell (2020) "represents its institutional development, rooted in collective financial strate-gies, supports calls for reforms in the liberal Western order". Additionally, it fosters a new normative framework led by the People’s Republic of China, emphasizing regulatory principles and South-South Cooperation, which challenge neoliberal foundations. The BRICS’ process of institutional strengthening and its potential expansion into BRICS Plus is not an isolated phenomenon. Therefore, it must be analyzed in the context of China’s leadership in establishing various mini-lateral institutions and the multilateral Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). These institutions, paradoxically, contribute to integrating BRICS into a network of parallel organizations initiated and promoted by China (Vadell, 2020). Recently, China demonstrated this change of perspective with two signif-icant events. The first is that the central banks of Argentina and China renewed an agreement on the tranche of the swap that was due, with a first segment of 2.9 billion dollars with which almost 5 billion dollars were com-pleted, which was generating anxiety given the Argentine financial fragility. This decision overcomes the difficulty of bilateral relations, due to the anti-China discourse that the new Argentine President Javier Milei has imple-mented during his electoral campaign and his current foreign policy (DangDai, 2024 a). The second is the Meeting in Beijing between Chinese president Xi Jinping with Brazilian Vice President Geraldo Alckmin. On this occasion President Xi declared: “as developing countries and important emerging economies, the ties between China and Brazil go far beyond bilateral relations and are a model for promoting solidarity and cooperation among devel-oping nations, and also for global peace and stability.” (DangDai, 2024 b). 

Furthermore, Li and Zhang (2020) propose an alternative conceptual framework called “interdependent hegem-ony” to better capture the dynamic relationship between China and other emerging powers as counter-hege-monic forces and the hegemonic structural power of the current international order. This framework suggests that existing powers and emerging powers are continuously interacting in a process of shaping and reshaping the global order. This interaction occurs within the context of various factors, including national interests, re-gional orientations, economic and political agendas, security imperatives, and potential conflicts. The concept of interdependent hegemony acknowledges the interconnected and evolving nature of global power dynamics (Li-Zhang, 2020). 

In conclusion, emergence, transition and development are interconnected issues that no longer depend solely on individual states or single industrialization processes (Thurbon-Weiss, 2020) but on an anthropological vision of man, on a new humanism (Staiano, 2020) capable of accepting change not only in the international order but in the evolution of a development that integrates the human being towards universal social justice. 

 

3. THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY WITH A SHARED FUTURE FOR MANKIND AS AN INNOVATIVE EFFORT IN THEORETI-

CAL CONSTRUCTION FOR INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT. 

The idea of creating a "community with shared future" emerged in September 2011 in the White Paper on Peace-ful Development 2                                                                                          3 , later upheld in Wen Jiabao's speech during the XIV China-ASEAN Summit and taken up by Hu Jintao in the opening speech of the XVIII National Congress of the Communist Party in 2012, in which the expres-sion was improved with the formula "human community with a shared future", later perfected by Xi Jinping in his famous 2015 speech, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the United Nations , "building a community with shared destiny/future for mankind" 4, which includes five contents: political association, security, economic development, cultural exchanges and the environment. This perspective was taken up in the speech at the United Nations  in  Geneva  in  January  20175  and  the  idea  of  the  essential  need  to  "build  a  community  with  a  shared 

 

2 Full text of the Document of the State Council of the People's Republic of China, China's Peaceful Development, 2011, available at http://eng-

lish.www.gov.cn/archive/white_paper/2014/09/09/content_281474986284646.htm, accessed on 07/17/2020. 

3 WEN, Jiabao, 14th summit between China and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (10 + 1), Bali, Indonesia, November 18, 2011, Statement, available at http://english.qstheory.cn/news/201111/ t20111121_124891.htm, accessed on 07/20/2020. 

4 HU, Jintao, "Firmly advance on the path of socialism with Chinese peculiarities and fight for the consummation of the integral construction of a Moderately prosperous society ", in 18 National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC), November 8, 2012, Beijing, Full text of 

the report, available at http://cr.chineseembassy.org/esp/zt/t992906.htm , accessed on 07/20/2020. 

5  XI, Jinping, “Working Together to Forge a New Partnership of Win-Win Cooperation and Create a community with Shared Future for Man-
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future" was confirmed in October of the same year in the Report of the XIX National Congress of the Communist Party6 and inserted, through Xi Jinping's Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, in the Chinese Constitution with the March 2018 reform. 

The international importance of this community vocation for the future of humanity and the planet has been manifested in numerous international summits and Chinese foreign policy documents 7. 

The idea of creating a  "community with shared destiny/future" has common roots with similar concepts: the aspiration for a new humanism, in line with the construction of sustainable development with the support of the 2030 Agenda, has recently manifested at the global level: many intellectuals 8 in recent years have published texts and analyses in the hope of a new model of scientific, technical, moral and rational development that focuses on the human being in his natural context. Among these, one of the most incisive is undoubtedly Edgar Morin, who was the first to deepen the notion of "community with planetary destiny" (Morin, 1990) theorised by Otto Bauer with the term Schicksalgemeinschaft (Bauer, 1907 ), later adopted by Chinese government with the expression “community with shared future for mankind” (Renlei mingyun gongtongti, 人类 命运 共同体).

The need for a "new type" "democratisation" of international relations for a more just and equitable interna-tional order, including visions from a Global South. The deepest and most articulated is the idea of generating a "community with shared future for mankind", formulated by China and involving all aspects of international re-lations in a multidimensional and global way.This purpose has also been marked in the XX Congress of the Com-munist Party of China, as well as exposed in the Report of President Xi Jinping, in particular in chapter 14, where the connection between the structuring of the community with destiny and the promotion of of world peace and development. 

The term community, in Western languages, is intrinsic in various meanings, especially in the field of political philosophy (Hobbes, Rousseau, Kant, Heidegger, Bataille, Nietzsche, Freud, Bauer, Morin, among others) and is usually associated with to an idea of Res publica, as a public good, in common, reducing it to a "common prop-erty". Many intellectuals, therefore, have used this term to speak of something "own", in "common", leading the discourse towards an "identity of the state". However, thanks to a semantic deconstruction reading of the term carried out by Roberto Esposito (2006), we can reinterpret this term in light of its authentic etymological root, from  the  Latin  Communitas.  Esposito  affirms  that  "the  common  is  characterised  by  the  non-proprietary,  the other", "the communitas is the set of people gathered not by a property, but by a debt (munus)". The munus, in fact, was a “gift that had the duty to give as a benefit received”, therefore, the community is a set of subjects who are united by a duty, cum munus, but who in reality are perfectly alien to each others, "given to alterity". 

In Chinese “community” is translated as 共同体, where 共 means "to share", but also in Chinese we have the equivalent of "public" 公      贡 , and  which means "tribute" or "offering", a concept very similar to munus. It is as if ancient thought preserved in itself this double origin of the sense of community, as "participation of a due gift", as "common responsibility" towards the very idea of humanity. The same 共 of 共同体 is used in another key term  of  Chinese  international  relations,  the  international  relations  theory  of  symbiosis,  precisely 共生 (Gòngshēng), which precisely aims to promote an awareness of the "necessary interdependence" between na-

 

kind”  (speech  at  the  UN  General  Assembly,  New  York,  September  28,  2015), https://gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastate-

ments/70/70_ZH_en.pdf 

6  XI, Jinping, “Work Together to Build a community with Shared Future for Mankind” (speech at the UN Office, Geneva, January 18, 2017), 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-01/19/c_135994707.htm 

7 See the "Document on China's Policy towards Latin America and the Caribbean" of 2016. Already in the Foreword, emphasis is placed on globalisation and multipolarity to achieve the difficult goals of "peace world and common development ”. Likewise, reference is made to the need to “build international relations of a new type”, with the win-win principle as the core and “to forge a community with shared future for mankind”. In this process, the aim is to "take the China-LAC international cooperation association to a New Height". "All countries, large or  small,  strong  or  weak,  rich  or  poor,  are  all  equal  members  of  the  international  community."  Full  text  of  the  Document  available  at 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/esp/wjdt/wjzc/t1418256.shtml, accessed on 07/20/2020. 

8 Knowing not to be exhaustive, we can mention the following texts: Morin Edgar, I sette saperi necessari all’educazione del futuro, Raffaello Cortina  Editore,  Milano,  2001;  Prenna Lino,  Un  nuovo  umanesimo  europeo.  Popoli,  religioni,  culture,  Il  pozzo  di  Giacobbe  Editore,  2020; Ciliberto Michele, Il nuovo umanesimo, Editore La Terza, 2017; Ferrarotti Franco, Dalla società irretita al nuovo umanesimo, Armando Editore, 2020; Torres Mauro, Un nuevo humanismo, Biblioteca Nueva, 2018; Ikeda Daisaku, El nuevo humanismo, Tezontle, 2013; Daodonnet Luc, Pour un nouvel humanisme, Editions L'Harmattan, 2016; Okwa-Ondo Abraham-Peter, Nouvel humanisme et ontologie africaine, L’Harmattan, 2015; Chomsky Noam, Le nouvel humanisme militaire, Page 2, 2000; Matesanz Eva Maria, Tout savoir sur l'art du lien: le nouvel humanisme connecté, Kawa Tout Savoir Sur, 2014. 
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tions, through "coexistence" and "common effort" as a necessary "tribute" to solve global problems for all peo-ples. In fact, at an internal stance symbiosis system “pursues the value orientation of harmonious coexistence between subjects” (Wang-Hu, 2016), and its natural extension in an international dimension is the "community with shared  future for humanity" (Staiano, 2020; Jin, 2014): the  "community with  shared future" proposes a diplomacy inspired by the common interests of the international community, capable of generating a new mul-tipolar order in protecting international fairness and justice (Xi, 2022). It is in this sense that we have already analysed this trend as a manifestation of a “new Chinese humanism” (Staiano, 2020). As stated by Professor Jin Yingzhong: 

“The community with a shared future for mankind is a historical category. It is gradually created by various sym-biotic relationships formed, expanded, extended, and strengthened during the historical development of human beings. It exists in the process of historical evolution. "You are in me", "Everything is prosperous, and everything is damaged." The contemporary sense of the community of human destiny is the product of historical develop-ment. The emergence of the contemporary community with a shared future for mankind makes the individual development of any country and any actor have to consider how to face the integrity of the international society and how to coexist with others”. 

(Jin, 2014) 

The community with shared future for mankind, as a general objective of the internationalisation of a Prosperous State, makes underline a “dual circulation in Law”, as in the economy. In fact, the Central Working Conference on the Comprehensive Rule of Law, held in November 16 and 17, 2020, formally established “Xi Jinping's thoughts on the rule of law”, in which “an important part of Xi Jinping's thinking on socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era is the fundamental follow-up and action guide for the comprehensive rule of law.” (Liu, 2020). This vision of a “comprehensive rule of law” represents an osmotic interaction between international law and Chinese domestic law, generating a “feedback” of Chinese law towards international law. The idea of  a "Com-prehensive Rule of Law" functions as an "organic connection between the national rule of law and the interna-tional rule of law” (Liu, 2020). 

This therefore generated a  political-juridical concordance  between the current  implementation of the  rule  of internal law and the creation of a  rule of international law, through China's foreign relations policy. This new paradigm aims to build a new type of international relations 9, of a people-centred-approach global governance. For example, according to Liu Huawen, the five principles of peaceful coexistence are an innovative proposal from China to international law. 

“The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence are norms of international law pioneered by China, a contribution of China to international law, and a highlight in the history of the development of international law. Adher-ence to the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence has been written in the vast majority of bilateral treaties on the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and other countries, and is reflected in such in-ternational documents as the Declaration on Principles of International Law adopted by the UN General As-sembly in 1970, and the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1974. It means that countries with different social systems, levels of development and economic power can, in accordance with the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, be equal in legal status, achieve a balance of rights and obligations in mutual relations, respect each other and live together peacefully. It is a progress in modern international law and a progress in the history of the development of international relations”. Liu (2020) 

Furthermore, considering that Xi Jinping's rule of law reflects the organic connection between national and in-ternational rule of law with a “green-principle orientation,” we observe a significant influence of Chinese legal and policy frameworks in their international  projections. For instance, the concept  of building a  new type of international relations within a community with a shared future for mankind emphasizes environmental protec-tion and high-quality development as central issues. This is evident in initiatives like the Global Development Initiative, which serves as an “accelerator of Agenda 2030.” 

The new White Paper on a Global Community with a Shared Future, published by the State Council Information Office in September 2023, articulates a vision that transcends the exclusive rules of bloc politics, aiming to con-tribute to a more just and equitable international order. It presents a five-point proposal for building a global 

 

9 See Chapter 5. 
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community of shared future, addressing partnerships, security environment, development, inter-civilization ex-changes, and the ecosystem. According to Point 3 of the White Paper: a. We should build partnerships in which countries treat each other as equals, engage in extensive consultation, and enhance mutual understanding. b. We should create a security environment characterized by fairness, justice, joint efforts, and shared interests. c. We should promote open, innovative, and inclusive development that benefits all. d. We should increase inter-civilization exchanges to foster harmony, inclusiveness, and respect for differences. e. We should build an eco-system that prioritizes Mother Nature and green development. 

The adoption of Resolution 43/21 by the Human Rights Council on June 22, 2020, entitled "Promotion of Mutually Beneficial Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights," underscores the internationalization of the "community with a shared future" as a crucial pathway for advancing fundamental rights. This is particularly evident through the "green" materialization of high-quality development initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

China and Latin America, through this framework, are redefining the concept of humanity within the context of a Global Community with a Shared Future. This reimagined shared humanist mission, which moves beyond an-thropocentrism, seeks to align Western democracies, currently facing structural economic, social, and cultural crises, with the aspirations of the global South for renewal and improved living standards. 

This New Humanism perceives the human being not in anthropocentric terms but as Humus (ground, land, soil), intrinsically connected to the environment. Sustainable development, which unites peoples in a common dis-course, shapes their destiny and future. This is the humanism of the third millennium that we are all called to realize. 

 

4. THE GREEN PRINCIPLE AS AN INNOVATIVE PRACTICE IN CHINA AND LATIN AMERICA: DEVELOPMENT AND 

HUMAN RIGHTS. 

In this perspective, the green principle is a concrete innovative approach in China. The Chinese legal experience results from a complex and cumulative cultural process. In this process, various layers of modern legal innova-tions  have  intertwined  with  ancient  Chinese  thought,  creating  a  dynamic  sedimentation  of  concepts,  frame-works, models, and paradigms from different eras, sometimes fragmented. Fragmentation and legal flexibility (Castellucci,  2007)  have  been  key  characteristics  of  Chinese  law,  along  with  "legal  pluralism"  (Juárez  Aguilar, 2015). Nevertheless, several factors indicate a significant unification of the Chinese legal model through: a) the establishment of a socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics (Staiano, 2016); b) a qualitative evolution of Chinese law aligned with international law principles (Staiano, 2014; Li, 2008; Liu, 2010); and c) the adoption of a civil code (Esborraz, 2019). 

The People’s Republic of China Civil Code came into effect on January 1st, 2021. Article 9 of the General Part of the Chinese Civil Code mandates that individuals engaging in civil activities must contribute to the conservation of natural resources and environmental protection. This "green principle" ( 绿色原则), akin to personality rights, is the outcome of a long process of legal evolution. It aligns with the CCP's goals for building an "ecological civili-zation" 10 and the Chinese Constitution. Article 9 of the Constitution states: “[…] The state ensures the rational use of natural resources and protects rare animals and plants. The appropriation or damage of natural resources by any organization or individual by any means is prohibited,” and Article 26 adds: “The state protects and im-proves the environment in which people live and the ecological environment. It prevents and controls the risks of contamination and other hazards. The state organizes and promotes reforestation and forest protection 11.” 

Domestic legislation on environmental protection has been conspicuous in China, as the international effort to reduce polluting emissions in order to achieve a "sustainable development." As stated by the Supreme People's Court, there are two fundamental principles that have allowed a mandatory application of environmental pro-tection: 

 

10 This aspect is also marked by Esborraz. For a legal historical overview of the evolution of environmental law in China, see Esborraz, 2019, p. 387 (and references in notes 194 and 195); Toti E., Il diritto dell’ambiente della Repubblica Popolare Cinese, in Leggi tradotte della Repub-blica Popolare Cinese, vol. VIII (Legge sulla tutela dell’ambiente), Torino, 2016, IX-XLIII; Xu Guodong, Il diritto romano come ponte tra diritto cinese e diritto latinoamericano, en Formichella L. – Terracina G. – Toti E. (coordinators) Diritto cinese e sistema giuridico romanistico. Con-tributi, Giappichelli, Torino, 2005, pp. 119-127. 

11 Text available at: http://www.leggicinesi.it/view_doc.asp?docID=384 
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a) The ecological and environmental damage compensation system (生态 环境 损害 赔偿 制度)12 to which the Civil Code dedicates Chapter 7 of the Book 7 from art. 1229 to 1235: according to the system, the people or companies that cause environmental damage should not only assume administrative and criminal responsibility, but will also be responsible for repairing the damage they cause to the environment and pay compensation for any ecological or environmental loss they cause. The compensation will be collected by local governments as a kind of non-tax revenue. This pilot program was launched by the central government in some provinces in 2015 and has been extended to the entire country since January 1, 2018. 

b) The environmental protection tax (环保 税)13, provided for by the Environmental Protection Tax Law, was approved at the meeting of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress on December 25, 2016 and has been in force since January 1 st 2018. It is the first law in China that imposes the collection of an ecological tax and aims to end the policies applied by some local governments that exempt companies that are large con-tributors to the local economy. Also force companies to update their technology and switch to cleaner produc-tion. 

The "green principle" was added to the general part of the civil code, reserved for "fundamental rights", which marks its aspiration to the universal application of the entire population, natural or legal persons, assigning spe-cific protection, in line with the evolution of international environmental law 14. As Liu Huawen argues, the pro-gressive approach to international human rights law has pioneered the development of Chinese domestic law, which functions as a "tool of legal culture" (Liu, 2008). In fact, according to Liu: “Human rights law and concepts have their own humanistic and moral foundations; therefore, they produce not only general legal obligations but also humanitarian repercussions on public opinion and the moral evaluation of their implementation process, so their importance goes beyond the legal sense. In this regard, Orientals tend to add an internal moral obligation to the legal obligation ”(Liu, 2010: 6). The mix between the creation of modern legal science and the evolution of the Chinese moral sense is clear, and they cannot do without their cultural roots. In this sense we can underline at least three domestic policies: Carbon neutrality, new normal and moderate prosperous society. 

What emerges from this brief analysis is the strong humanistic element, interpreted in the light of traditional Chinese thought and the modern definition of "human development", which includes sustainable and inclusive development. This content, which  has permeated the "spirit of the laws" in the last  forty years of normative evolution in China, today finds its most  complete manifestation in the new civil code, which  functions at the same time as a moral and legal reference for all the citizens. 

Chinese civil code has also had substantial social relevance for its sense of community. The spirit of community in the civil code, inspired at the same time by its own cultural experience and by the legal tradition of Roman law (Esborraz, 2019), is the internal manifestation of a broader community vocation. 

This approach is linked with an internal “democratization”. In fact, recently, on December 4th 2021 a new White Paper on “China: Democracy That Works” was published by the Chinese State Council15. In this document we can find some elements of Democracy with Chinese characteristics: 1. The status of the people as the owner of the country is the essence of popular democracy. In China, full-process people's democracy integrates process-ori-ented democracy with results-oriented democracy, procedural democracy with substantive  democracy, direct democracy with indirect democracy, and popular democracy with the will of the state. It is a model of socialist democracy that encompasses all aspects of the democratic process and all sectors of society. 2. Democracy as a concrete phenomenon that is constantly evolving. Rooted in history, culture and tradition, it takes a diversity of forms and develops along the paths chosen by different peoples based on their exploration and innovation. The document indicates that democracy is a right of the peoples of all countries and not a prerogative of a few coun-tries. 

Almost in these two elements we can find the essential vocation to community and humanism (Staiano, 2020) in China, which confirm the “people-centered-approach” and the opening to new proposals to understand the long 

 

12 Available at: http://english.court.gov.cn/2017-12/20/content_36013880.htm 

13 Available at: http://english.court.gov.cn/2017-12/14/content_36013836.htm 

14 Consider the United Nations International Conferences on the Human Environment in Stockholm (1972), on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro (1992), Johannesburg (2002), the Millennium Development Goals (2000-2015) and the current Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda and the United Nations Conferences on Climate Change (COP 21 and COP 25). 

15 Full text available at http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/zgyw/202112/t20211204_10462468.htm  
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process of democratization especially in the field of “green principle” as a collective right. 

From the perspective of development innovation, we need to consider how China has combined green develop-ment with technological innovation. China's green transformation is strongly influenced by advances in energy-related technologies, such as energy conservation and alternative energy, and in smart grid and transportation technologies, such as electric vehicle charging stations. Large Chinese technology firms, such as Alibaba, are also major  proponents  and  innovators  of  green  technology.  Alibaba  subsidiary  Ant  Financial  has  founded  China's "Green Digital Finance Alliance". It also launched the "Ant Forest" app, which makes tracking your carbon foot-print fun and has already helped save 150,000 tons of CO2 in February 2017 (Holzmann-Grünberg, 2021). 

As described by the Inter-American Development Bank (2023), in Latin America, the pivotal role of "green inno-vation" (also referred to as "eco-innovation," "environmental innovation," or "sustainable innovation") will be fundamental in advancing a new paradigm of economic growth. This paradigm seeks to ensure that natural assets continue to supply the resources and environmental services essential for the well-being of present and future generations.  Green  innovation  encompasses  both  the  development  and  marketization  of  novel  cutting-edge technologies that are more environmentally friendly than existing alternatives (assessed over their life cycle) and the  dissemination  and  adoption  of  greener  technologies  already  available  in  the  market  (World  Bank,  2012). Environmental benefit can either be the primary objective or an unintended consequence of these innovations (OECD, 2011). The recent deceleration in the global economy, especially in the LAC region, can also be viewed as an opportunity to reorient it towards sustainability through green innovation. This slowdown presents a chance to propose alternative solutions to longstanding problems, to innovate, and to overhaul an outdated economic value creation model. However, green innovation policy efforts in the LAC region have been sporadic and varied in  their  formulation  and  implementation  (Rodríguez  et  al.,  2017).  One  reason  for  this  is  the  existence  of knowledge gaps that hinder policymakers' ability to devise and execute effective interventions. The application of social innovations and new technologies provides fresh avenues for biodiversity conservation. For instance, employing drones to expedite reforestation efforts enables the rapid replenishment of large swaths of land with native species or the detection of invasive species threatening ecosystem balance. Ecuador serves as an exemplar in this regard, utilizing drone technologies, geographic information systems, and satellite imagery to generate real-time data on vegetation density changes, animal populations, invasive species presence, and native species loss. This information effectively supports decision-making in research programs, conservation efforts, and the management of wildlife and flora. Such practices are now being adopted in countries like Argentina and Mexico (Koop, 2020; Mandujano et al., 2017), demonstrating the potential for widespread replication and impact. 

 

5. CONCLUSIONS

If nature has been subsumed to the legal category of the subject of law it implies the enforceability of rights in its defense. Furthermore, being a subject of law requires an adaptation of the legal system of reference with respect to it, in the sense of a preventive guarantee that imposes non-violation of its personality. If we apply the same rights to nature that we provide for people, we should gradually harmonize all legal institutions in the sense of environmental sustainability. That is why some scholars and scientists talk about “Blue economy” (Pauli, 2017) instead of “green economy”: the green economy would have demonstrated an insufficiency in its inability to eliminate the external costs of its activity. Blue economy concept emphasizes innovative and sustainable busi-ness models that leverage natural resources to create economic opportunities while minimizing environmental impact. This approach advocates for the use of readily available, local resources to generate multiple benefits, such as creating jobs, reducing waste, and fostering biodiversity. Blue economy principles encourage the devel-opment of industries that mimic natural ecosystems, where waste from one process becomes input for another, leading to zero-waste and regenerative systems. This model aims to transform the traditional economy by prior-itizing sustainability, efficiency, and social inclusivity (Pauli, 2017). A similar approach has also been proposed by other scholars, who propose an "ecology of law", identifying a parallel between the  transformation of science and the evolution of legal thought (Capra-Mattei, 2017). 

We are at a stage in which the Global South is trying to modify the traditional form of unsustainable develop-ment, not only to respect nature but to guarantee an effective right to human development, through the pro-gressive elimination of economic, social and cultural inequalities. However, the process of transition from US hegemony towards a rise of the Global South proves inevitably violent. Even if we are witnessing an unprece-dented increase in hard power and direct conflicts, with national and international policies that subvert all the hopes contained above all in the 2030 agenda, this "catastrophic impasse" which imposes a global dis-order has generated de facto an imperialism tout-court (Martins, 2023) which destabilizes and involves the world order. 
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Immense funding has been "distracted" from the objectives of the 2030 agenda, especially in terms of the envi-ronment and human development, understood in their multidimensionality and complexity, as well as perfectly stated in SDGs’ 17 objectives and sub-objectives, to revitalize military alliances that we hoped had now ceased to exist (like NATO) and to employ the latest generation technology for global rearmament, even of a nuclear nature (Von Der Leyen, 2024). 

Nature,  energy,  economy,  peace,  development,  accessibility,  equality  are  all  interconnected  concepts,  as  all these themes have now taken on a global significance and a common perspective. However, are we sure we are living in an international “relational inclusiveness”? (Gupta-Pouw, 2017). The answer is arduous and difficult in this historical moment, but it is certain that we must question the underlying structural power dynamics that influence the resolution of global problems, taking into consideration that the age of narratives is now in its twilight and a new anthropological era is starting. 

 

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bauer, Otto (1907). Die Nationalitätenfrage und die Sozialdemokratie, Wien. 

Cadìn, Raffaele (2019). Profili ricostruttivi e linee evolutive del diritto internazionale dello sviluppo (Reconstructive profiles 

and evolutionary lines of international development law), Torino, Giappichelli editore. 

Capra, Fritjof - Mattei, Ugo (2017). Ecologia del diritto. Scienza, politica, beni comuni, Sansepolcro, Aboca. 

Castellucci I. (2007). Rule of Law with Chinese Characteristics, en Annual Survey of International and Comparative Law, Vol. 

13, pp. 35-92. 

DangDai (2024 a). Acuerdo con el swap. June 12, 2024. Online review available at: 

https://dangdai.com.ar/2024/06/12/acuerdo-con-el-swap/ 

DangDai (2024 b). Alckmin se reunió con Xi Jinping, June 8, 2024. Online review available at: 

https://dangdai.com.ar/2024/06/08/alckmin-se-reunion-con-xi-jinping/ 

Derrida, Jacques (1967). De la grammatologie, Paris, Les Éditions de Minuit. 

Esborraz David Fabio (2019), “Los nuevos Códigos civiles de la República Argentina y de la República Popular China confron-

tados: dos ordenamientos y un único sistema”, in Roma e America. Diritto romano comune, Rivista di diritto dell’integrazione e unificazione del diritto in Eurasia e in America Latina, vol. 40, pp. 335-390. 

Esposito, Roberto (2006). Communitas, Torino, Einaudi. 

Gupta, Joyeeta - Pouw, Nicky (2017). “Towards a trans-disciplinary conceptualization of inclusive development”, in Current 

Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, Volume 24, Pages 96-103. 

Guzzi, Marco (2011). Dalla fine all’inizio. Saggi apocalittici. Milano, Pauline Editoriale Libri. 

Jin, Yingzhong (2014). ‘“Shi lun renlei mingyun gongtongti yishi—jian lun guoji shehui gongsheng xing [On the Consciousness 

of the Community with a Shared Future for Mankind—Also on the Symbiosis of the International Society]’”, Guoji guancha [International Watch], 1: 37–51. 

Juárez Aguilar, Beatriz (2015). ¿Estado de derecho liberal o socialista? Perspectivas desde la teoría socialista y del Partido 

Comunista de China, en 5° Simposio Electrónico Internacional sobre Política china.

Lechini, Gladys - Dussort, María Noel (2016). China y la cooperación Sur-Sur. Una mirada desde Argentina (China and South-

South cooperation. A look from Argentina), in Moneta Carlos and Cesarín Sergio (Editors) La Tentación Prag-mática. China-Argentina/América Latina: lo actual, lo próximo y lo distante (The Pragmatic Temptation. China-Argentina/Latin America: the current, the near and the distant), Buenos Aires, EDUNTREF. 

Li Lin, (2008). Historia del Derecho Chino y su Sistema Jurídico Contemporáneo, China Academy of Social Sciences Press. 

Li, Xing - Zhang, Shengjun (2020). “The international political economy of the rise of China and emerging powers. Traditional 

perspectives and beyond”, in Ernesto Vivares (Editor), The Routledge Handbook to Global Political Economy. Conversations and Inquiries, London, Routledge. 

Liu, Huawen (2020). “Lun Xi Jinping fazhi sixiang zhong de guoji fa yaoyi” [“On the Essentials of International Law in Xi 

Jinping's Thought of Rule of Law”], Bijiao fa yanjiu [Comparative Law Studies], 6: 1-13. 

Liu, Huawen. (2010). “Los Derechos Humanos en China, en el marco del Derecho Internacional”, in Revista del Instituto de 

Estudios Jurídicos de la Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). 

Building a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind between China and Latin America (…) - María Francesca Staiano 

Martins, Carlos Eduardo (2023). “Los Estados Unidos y el empate catastrófico en el sistema-mundo”, in Recortes da conjun-

tura, Revista do Laboratório de Estudos sobre Hegemonia e Contra-Hegemonia (LEHC/UFRJ), Vol. I, n. 1, Rio de Janeiro, Lehac. 

Merino, Gabriel (2020). "China y el nuevo momento geopolítico mundial". Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales 

(CLACSO). Recuperado de: https://www.clacso.org/china-y-el-nuevo-momento-geopolitico-mundial/ .

Morin, Edgar (1990), Introduction à la pensée complexe (Introduction to complex thinking), Paris, Points. 

Panikkar, Raimon (2015). Ecosofia. La saggezza della Terra (Ecosophy. The wisdom of the Earth) Milano, Editoriale Jaca 

Book. 

Pauli, Gunter (2017). The Blue economy 3.0. United Kingdom, Xlibris. 

Pouw, Nicky - Gupta, Joyeeta (2017). “Inclusive development: a multi-disciplinary approach”, in Current Opinion in Environ-

mental Sustainability, Volume 24, Pages 1-108. 

Reyes Matta, Fernando (2017). China: innovación y tradición. Nuevas relaciones de Estado-Mercado-Sociedad (China: inno-

vation and tradition. New State-Market-Society relations), Santiago de Chile, RiL Editores. 

Santos, Boaventura de Sousa (2020). Demodiversity. Toward Post-Abyssal Democracies. Epistemology of the South. New 

York, Routledge. 

Staiano, Maria Francesca (2020). “El neo-humanismo chino: un nuevo paradigma jurídico e internacional en las relaciones 

internacionales China-América Latina [Chinese neo-humanism: a new legal and international paradigm in China-Latin America international relations"], Brazilian Journal of Latin American Studies, Special Dossier on China – Latin American and Caribbean , Vol. 19, n. 37. 

Staiano, Maria Francesca (2016). Las recientes evoluciones de las relaciones entre China y Latinoamérica: el caso Argentina, 

in MercosurABC. 

Staiano, Maria Francesca (2014). El ordenamiento jurídico de la República Popular China en el marco del Derecho Interna-

cional: planificación familiar, migraciones y cooperación. Instituto de Relaciones Internacionales- UNLP. 

Thurbon, Elizabeth - Weiss, Linda (2020). “The state of development in a globalized world. Perspectives on advanced and 

industrializing countries”, in Ernesto Vivares (Editor), The Routledge Handbook to Global Political Economy. Conversations and Inquiries, London, Routledge. 

Vadell, Javier (2020). “The BRICS initiative as a challenge to contemporary IPE”, in Ernesto Vivares (Editor), The Routledge 

Handbook to Global Political Economy. Conversations and Inquiries, London, Routledge. 

Vadell, Javier - Staiano, Maria Francesca (2020). "China en los intersticios de la crisis del multilateralismo y la globalización 

neoliberal: La Franja y la Ruta en Europa y el caso italiano". Araucaria. Revista Iberoamericana de Filosofía, Política, Humanidades y Relaciones Internacionales, año 22, nº 45. 

Von Der Leyen, Ursula (2024). Speech at European Parliament on February 28, 2024, available at: 

https://it.euronews.com/video/2024/02/28/difesa-lue-va-verso-lacquisto-congiunto-di-armi-bisogna-mettere-il-turbo-dice-

von-der-leye 

Wang Yiwei (2007). Between Science and Art: Questionable International Relations Theories, in Japanese Journal of Political 

Sciences, vol. 8(2). 

Wang, Shijin - Hu, Shoujun (2016). ‘“Gongsheng zhexue lun’] ‘ [Symbiosis Philosophy Outline’]”, Journal of Chang’an Univer-

sity (Social Science Edition), 18 (3): 71–84. 

Xi Jinping (2022). Report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China October 16, 2022, Hold High the 

Great Banner of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics and Strive in Unity to Build a Modern Socialist Coun-try in All Respects. Available at 

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202210/t20221025_10791908.html 

Yan, Xuetong (2013). “The Shift of the World Centre and its Impact on the Change of the International System”, in East Asia, 

Springer. 

Zheng, Yu (2022). “The third way of inclusive growth in China”, in Asian Review of Political Economy, London, Springer.




RESEARCH ON THE PATH OF BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF SHARED FUTURE BE-

TWEEN CHINA AND LATIN AMERICA AND ENHANCING THE DISCOURSE POWER OF 
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Abstract : Amidst the unprecedented changes unseen in a century, the Global South, as a force for change in the international system, is promoting the transformation of the international order towards a fair and reasonable direction through collective action and measures. This article utilizes the construction of a community of shared future between China and Latin America as the starting point and explores how the Global South countries can enhance  their  international  voice  by  deepening  South-South  cooperation.  The  study  points  out  that  China's modernization has broken the path dependence of "modernization = Westernization" and provided an important example for the Global South countries to explore independent development paths. Guided by the Belt and Road Initiative,  cultural  exchanges  and  multilateral  governance  coordination,  China-Latin  America  cooperation  has formed an comprehensive cooperation pattern in the fields of economy, trade, science and technology, culture, etc.,  significantly  enhancing  the  momentum  of  regional  development.  In  order  to  further  enhance  the international influence of the Global South, this article proposes strengthening think tank dialogue to build an independent discourse system, deepening media cooperation to shape a common narrative, and consolidating the public opinion basis for cooperation through cultural exchanges. The research shows that the practice of the China-Latin America community of shared future not only provides a regional sample for the modernization of the  Global  South,  but  also  adds  up  new  impetus  into  the  building  of  a  community  with  a  shared  future  for mankind by enhancing the dominant role of developing countries in global governance. 
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1. THE EMERGENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH IN A CENTURY OF RANGES OF CHANGES. 

At present, the world is undergoing a major change unseen in a century, and the global power structure is un-dergoing a profound adjustment. The countries of the Global South are increasingly demonstrating their collec-tivism, independence and constructiveness in international affairs, and their voice in the global governance sys-tem is constantly amplifying. As an important force that cannot be ignored in the international system, the coun-tries of the Global South have a common historical mission of opposing colonial hegemony, pursuing national independence and development and revitalization, and have demonstrated a strong will to work together on issues such as global governance, economic cooperation, and climate change (Wang, He & Yu, 2024). 

As an important part of the Global South, Latin America has not only played a constructive role in promoting global governance reform, but also formed a model practice in cooperation with China. In recent years, China and Latin American countries have carried out all-round cooperation in the fields of economy, trade, culture, infrastructure construction, etc., which not only provided development momentum for Latin America, but also deepened the strategic connotation of the China-Latin America community of shared future. Starting from the historical positioning and identity construction of the Global South, this article deeply explores its leading role in building a community of shared future for mankind, and analyzes the important demonstration and cooperation path provided by “Chinese path to modernization” to lead the modernization of the Global South, especially Latin America, based on which, it further proves that deepening cooperation is a necessary way to lead the moderni-zation of the Global South. 

 

16 Professor, Deputy Dean, Institute for a Community with Shared Future, Academy of International And Regional Communication Studies, 

Communication University of China ，Beijing, China. Email:yqzhang@cuc.edu.cn 

17  PhD  candidate,  State  Key  Laboratory  of  Media  Convergence  and  Communication,  Communication  University  of  China，Beijing. Email:Leonardsoleil@gmail.com 

Research on the Path of Building a Community of Shared Future between China and Latin America (…) - ZhangYanqiu, Liu Yuhang 

 

2. THE HISTORICAL POSITIONING OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH AND THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF BUILDING A COM-

MUNITY WITH A SHARED FUTURE

 

Theoretical innovation and practical orientation of the concept of a community with a shared future for man-kind 

The  concept  of  a  community  with  a  shared  future  for  mankind  is  the  core  content  of  Xi  Jinping's  diplomatic thought.  It  breaks  through  the  zero-sum  game  thinking  in  traditional  international  relations  theory  and  con-structs a theoretical system with the concept of common interests, sustainable development and a new concept of global governance as the core. This concept is rooted in the philosophical wisdom of "harmony and coexist-ence" of Chinese civilization. It emphasizes the realization of common development of all countries through equal consultation on the basis of respecting the diversity of civilizations, and provides a "Chinese solution" to solve the dilemma of global governance. Building a community with a shared future for mankind is a strategic strategy proposed by President Xi Jinping for  the future development of mankind, and responds to the contemporary proposition of how the world can achieve "common development". This concept includes the concept of inter-dependent  international  power,  the  concept  of  common  interests  of  mutual  benefit  and  win-win  target,  the concept of sustainable development oriented to the future, and the concept of inclusive and co-governing global governance. It is the inheritance and development of  the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and demon-strates the grand vision and mind of "all under heaven as one". 

The concept of a community with a shared future for mankind emphasizes taking into account the legitimate concerns of other countries while pursuing one's own interests, promoting common progress among countries while pursuing one's own development. This concept is highly consistent with the "Global South"'s demands for peace, respect and equality. The Global South is not merely an important force in promoting the construction of a community with a shared future for mankind, but also an indispensable core component of building this com-munity (Fan & Tao, 2020; Yu, Qu & Cui, 2022). 

The concept of a community with a shared future for mankind has provided a new approach to solving the di-lemma of global governance and has also breathing vitality into the Global South countries' joint efforts to gain greater voice and development space on the international stage. To further understand the importance of the Global South in building a community with a shared future for mankind, it has been essential to conduct an in-depth analysis of the Global South's identity construction and development consensus . 

 

Identity construction and development consensus in the Global South 

As an emerging group of countries, the identity of the Global South stems from their common historical experi-ences and commonly similar development demands. From the united self-strengthening endeavor during the anti-colonial struggle to the pursuit of revitalization in the post-Cold War era, the countries of the Global South have always played an important role in promoting change in the international system. Today, this group has shown a highly coordinated position on global issues such as climate change and digital governance, demonstrat-ing its collective will to promote the transformation of the international order towards multipolarity and fairness (Zhao, Yuan & Wang et al, 2024) . 

The Global South is far beyond a geographical concept or economic category, but also an identity based on com-mon historical memory, current development stage, common development goals and similar political demands (Luo, 2025). Historically, the countries of the Global South have fought with joint hands for national independ-ence and liberation against colonial hegemony, which has been gradually cohering into an international force that cannot be ignored. In recent years, with the profound adjustment of the international political and economic landscape, the Global South has continued to grow and develop, playing an increasingly important and construc-tive role in promoting changes in the international order and promoting the democratization of global govern-ance. 

The Global South has been becoming a backbone force in maintaining international fairness and justice and pro-moting an equal and organized international order. The historic expansion of the BRICS cooperation mechanism, the  continued  development  of  the  Shanghai  Cooperation  Organization,  and  the  "strong  voice  of  the  Global South"  released  by  the  Havana  Summit  of  the  Group  of  77  and  China  have  generated  new  impetus  into  the process of world multi-polarization and promoted the development of the international balance of power in a more balanced direction (People's Daily, 2025, March 8). As the countries of the Global South continue to grow in the evolution of the international order, their dominant role has become increasingly prominent. Especially in 
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the construction of a community with a shared future for mankind, the countries of the Global South are becom-ing important driving forces in maintaining international fairness and justice by enhancing their own voice and action. 

 

The leading role of the Global South in constructing a community with a shared future 

In a critical period of profound coordination in the international power structure, the Global South has continu-ously enhanced the voice of developing countries in the formulation of international rules through the expansion of the BRICS mechanism and the strengthening of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. In response to global challenges including the Ukrainian crisis, the Global South has adhered to an independent and peaceful foreign policy, formed value propositions that are different from those of the Western camp, becoming a key force in maintaining international fairness and justice. 

With the rapid growth of some emerging market countries in the "Global South", these countries have occupied an increasingly important position in the international balance of power and have become the backbone of pro-moting  the  reform  of  the  international  governance  system.  In  particular,  the  Global  South  has  shown  a  firm stance in opposing unilateralism, protectionism and power politics. In the face of global challenges, the countries of the Global South insist on placing peace and development at the core of the international agenda, which is highly consistent  with the "Global Development  Initiative" and "Global  Security Initiative" proposed by China under the framework of a community with a shared future for mankind (Liu & Tang, 2025). In international con-flicts such as the Ukrainian crisis, the countries of the Global South refused to take sides and actively advocated peace and promoted conversation, becoming an important  force in promoting political solutions to conflicts. These  positions  not  only  reflect  the  maintenance  of  international  fairness  and  justice,  but  also  constitute  an important part of the construction of a community with a shared future for mankind. 

The members of the Global South have diverse values and philosophies, and insist on equality of all countries, big or small, which provides a new perspective for handling international affairs. The Global South has become a positive force in promoting the democratization of international relations and fair and reasonable global govern-ance, and plays an irreplaceable prominent role in building a community with a shared future for mankind. The leading role of the countries of the Global South in building a community with a shared future paves an important realistic foundation for deepening South-South cooperation. To be specific, China's modernization has contrib-uted an important demonstration for the modernization of the Global South, and invovled new impetus into achieving common development (Wang, 2025). 

 

Deepening Cooperation is a Necessary Way to Lead the Modernization of the Global South: the common mis-sion of the Global South and the value orientation of Chinese-style modernization. 

Development, revitalization and modernization are the historical missions shared by the countries of the "Global South". China's modernization aims to build a community with a shared future for mankind that puts emphasis on mutual benefit and win-win cooperation with all countries in the world, and provides an important example for the southern countries that are eager for development yet still insisting on independence. The successful practice of China's modernization has broken the mindset of "modernization = Westernization" and promoted the development of the international order in the direction of fairness and justice through the global governance concept of consultation, joint construction and sharing (Gao, 2023). As Mr. Fei Xiaotong said: "Each country has its own advantages, appreciates the bright sides of others, and shares beauty together, and the world is united." This concept is highly consistent with the pursuit of independence and common prosperity by the countries of the Global South (Hong & Gu, 2021). 

If independence is the political background shared by the "Global South", then development, revitalization and modernization are the historical missions they all shoulder. On the path to modernization, the countries of the Global South are committed to exploring development models that suit their national conditions and promoting the realization of a world of lasting peace, universal security, common prosperity, openness, inclusiveness, clean-liness and beauty. This goal is highly consistent with the vision of building a community with a shared future for mankind. The global governance concept of consultation, joint construction and sharing provides a path for its realization.  The  Global  Development  Initiative,  Global  Security  Initiative  and  Global  Civilization  Initiative  em-power the strategic guidance for the development of the countries of the South. The high-quality joint construc-tion of the "Belt and Road" is its practical platform, which further promotes the overall development of the Global South (Xu, 2024). 
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The goal of China's modernization is not only to achieve its own development, but also to contribute to human peace and development and promote common prosperity of all countries. China has always adhered to mutual benefit and win-win cooperation with all countries in the world, taken strides to provide Chinese wisdom and solutions for human peace and development (Xi, 2022, October 26). This development path provides a useful reference for the Global South countries to explore an independent path of modernization. As a natural member of the Global South, the successful practice of China's modernization has broken the myth that "modernization = Westernization" and provided important inspiration for the Global South countries that are eager for develop-ment but unwilling to lose their independence (Liu & Zhang, 2023). Under the demonstration and guidance of China's modernization, the Global South countries have gradually realized the importance of achieving common development through deepening cooperation. The cooperation path between China and the Global South coun-tries, especially the successful practice in Latin America, is providing valuable experience for the Global South countries to explore modernization. 

 

Practical Paths for Cooperation between China and the Global South 

As a natural member of the Global South, China has always supported  other developing countries in pursuing paths of independent development with practical movements. Through multiple cooperation platforms such as the Belt and Road Initiative, the South-South Cooperation Assistance Fund, and the Global Development Initiative, China has provided economic development channels and governance experience references for countries in the Global South, assisting to solve development difficulties (Wang & Zou, 2025). 

The  "Belt  and  Road"  initiative  has  not  only  promoted  infrastructure  connectivity  among  countries  along  the route, but also driven the common development of the Global South through a cooperation mechanism of equal-ity, mutual trust, mutual benefit and win-win results. In Latin America, China has carried out in-depth cooperation with Brazil, Argentina, Peru and other countries in areas such as infrastructure construction, energy cooperation, and digital economy, which  has significantly enhanced the local economic growth potential and independent development capabilities (Han, Liao & Liu, 2025). China's cooperation with Chile has promoted the development and utilization of copper resources, and the "Two  Oceans Railway" project jointly built with Peru  has  greatly improved regional logistics conditions. These pragmatic collaborations not only help Latin American countries achieve economic growth, but also provide a development model that can be used as a reference for countries in the Global South. 

Through the South-South Cooperation Assistance Fund, China provides technical assistance and talents training to Global South countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and other regions to help them enhance their independ-ent development capabilities (Dai, Zhou& Fu, 2024). The Global Development Initiative has further deepened China's cooperation with the Global South in areas such as poverty eradication, food security, green develop-ment,  and  the  digital  economy,  demonstrating  China's  determination  to  jointly  confront  global  development challenges with the southern countries. These cooperation paths not only reflect China's sincerity in sharing de-velopment opportunities with the Global South, but also provide an innovative paradigm for building a new type of  international  relations  (Lan  &  Wu,  2024).  China's  cooperation  with  Latin  America  has  become  a  model  of Global South cooperation, which has not only promoted regional economic development, but also provided val-uable experience for the modernization of the Global South. To further lead the modernization of the Global South, deepening cooperation is the only way to achieve this goal. 

 

Deepening cooperation is the only way for the modernization of the Global South 

Faced with the unprecedented changes in the world, the Global South countries need to work together to cope with complex and changing challenges in the process of modernization. Deepening South-South cooperation not only involves the economic field, but also needs to be expanded to cooperation in multiple fields such as politics, security, and culture to form an all-round and in-depth cooperation pattern. The BRICS mechanism, the Belt and Road Initiative and other platforms have become an important force in promoting the reform of the global gov-ernance system by gathering the spirit of solidarity and mutual assistance (Wang & Zou, 2025). 

Under the framework of the BRICS mechanism, Brazil, India, South Africa and other countries in the Global South have continuously strengthened their cooperation, promoted the reforms of the international financial system, and enhanced the voice of developing countries in international affairs (Men, 2024). The Belt and Road Initiative provides a practical platform for developing countries to integrate into the global economy and promote inter-connection. Through multi-dimensional cooperation such as infrastructure construction, unimpeded trade, fi-
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nancial integration, and people-to-people exchanges, it has developed into lasting impetus into the moderniza-tion process of various countries. 

As an important part of the Global South, Latin America is also playing an active role in deepening South-South cooperation. The cooperation between China and Latin American countries in the fields of agricultural technol-ogy transfer, green energy development, infrastructure construction, etc. has effectively promoted the regional economic and social development. The agricultural cooperation between Argentina and China has significantly improved the level of food security, and Ecuador's green energy projects have helped the country optimize its energy structure. These cooperation cases fully demonstrate the practical value of deepening South-South co-operation. 

In the future, with the expansion of cooperation areas and the upgrading of mechanisms, the countries of the Global South will jointly write a new chapter of modernization with a closer partnership and make greater con-tributions to promoting global governance in a more justified and reasonable direction. Deepening cooperation in the Global South is not only a necessary path to lead modernization, but also the key to achieving common development and responding to global challenges. In the process of deepening cooperation in the Global South, China-Latin America cooperation has provided regional practice for building a community with a shared future for mankind, and has also laid a solid foundation for promoting the reform of the international governance sys-tem and enhancing the voice of the Global South. 

 

3. CHINA-LATIN AMERICA COMMUNITY OF SHARED FUTURE: REGIONAL PRACTICE IN BUILDING A COMMU-

NITY OF SHARED FUTURE FOR MANKIND. 

 

Deepen economic and trade cooperation and jointly build the BRI to boost regional economic prosperity. 

In recent years, China's economic and trade cooperation with Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) has been deepening, and the Belt and Road Initiative has offered new impetus into regional economic growth. As of 2024, 21 Latin American countries have signed cooperation agreements on the joint construction of the Belt and Road, and cooperation projects cover infrastructure, energy, communications, digital economy and other fields (Xu, 2025).China's bilateral trade volume with Brazil, Argentina, Chile and other countries has continued to surge. In terms of 2023, China's trade volume with Latin America reached US$450 billion, breaking through the previous records. 

Brazil is China's largest trading partner in Latin America. China and Brazil have achieved remarkable results in cooperation in agricultural products, mineral resources and energy. For example, the Belo Monte Hydropower Station project invested by Chinese enterprises in Brazil, as a key project under the framework of the "Belt and Road Initiative", not only meets Brazil's energy commands, but also promotes local employment and drives eco-nomic development in the surrounding areas. Similarly, the Bilateral Currency Swap Agreement signed between China and Argentina has further consolidated the cooperation between the two countries in the financial field and provided important support for Argentina's economic stability. 

The Belt and Road cooperation not only provides opportunities for the economic development of China and Latin America,  but  also  promotes  regional  economic  integration  through  the  construction  of  interconnected  infra-structure. The Chancay Port project in Peru, the canal expansion project in Panama, and the green energy coop-eration project in Chile have fully demonstrated the far-reaching potential of the Belt and Road Initiative in pro-moting mutual benefit and win-win results between China and Latin America. 

Economic and trade cooperation has laid a solid foundation for China-Latin America relations, while cultural ex-changes and people-to-people bonds have further consolidated the social recognition of the China-Latin America community  with  a  shared  future  and  injected  cultural  and  social  impetus  into  promoting  cooperation  in  the Global South. 

 

Cultural exchanges and people-to-people bonds consolidate the social foundation for the China-Latin America community with a shared future 

In addition to economic and trade cooperation, China and Latin America have continuously strengthened coop-eration  in  people-to-people  exchanges,  educational  cooperation  and  cultural  interaction,  laying  a  solid  social foundation for building a community with a shared future between China and Latin America. In recent years, 
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China has established a number of Confucius Institutes in Latin America. As of 2023, there are 39 Confucius In-stitutes and 18 Confucius Classrooms in Latin America, widely distributed in Brazil, Mexico, Colombia and other countries, becoming an important platform for promoting cultural exchanges and language learning. 

In addition, cooperation between Chinese and Latin American universities continues to deepen. Many universi-ties, including the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil, the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), and the University of Buenos Aires in Argentina, have established cooperative relations with Chinese universities, covering academic research, joint training, exchange student programs and other fields. For example, the "China-Mexico Future Talent Training Program" jointly launched by China and Mexico in 2022 has trained a large number of young talents for the two countries who understand each other's culture and have cross-cultural communica-tion capabilities. 

Cultural exchanges not only enhance mutual understanding between the peoples of China and Latin America, but also provide continuous power and assitance for consolidating the China-Latin America community with a shared future (Cui, 2019). 18. In 2023, under the framework of the China-Latin America and the Caribbean Com-munity (CELAC) Forum, the China-Latin America Media Cooperation Forum was successfully held, which deep-ened the exchanges and cooperation between media and think tanks, and provided public opinion support and discourse  power  for  promoting  the  diversified  development  of  China-Latin  America  cooperation.  Cultural  ex-changes between China  and  Latin America have consolidated the social foundation of  the community with a shared  future,  and  at  the  global  governance  level,  the  high  degree  of  coordination  between  China  and  Latin America in multilateral cooperation has also provided strong support for promoting changes in the global gov-ernance system. 

 

Global governance and multilateral cooperation to jointly address global challenges 

China-Latin America cooperation has gone beyond the bilateral scope and has increasingly become an important force in promoting global governance reform and responding to global challenges. On multilateral platforms such as the United Nations, the World Trade Organization (WTO), and the Group of Twenty (G20), China and Latin America have maintained a high degree of coordination on issues such as addressing climate change, promoting sustainable development, and promoting global health cooperation (Wang & Wu, 2024). Under the framework of the Paris Agreement, many countries in China and Latin America have unanimously advocated adhering to the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities", promoting developed countries to assume historical responsibilities,  and  providing  more  financial  and  technical  support  to  developing  countries  (Zhang  &  Wang, 2025). 

In the process of responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, China has effectively promoted public health security in Latin America by providing  vaccines,  medical  supplies and technical support  to Latin American countries. For example, China has provided hundreds of millions of doses of vaccines to Chile, Brazil, Argentina and other coun-tries, thus effectively supporting local vaccination efforts. In addition, the Global Development Initiative (GDI) jointly launched by China and Latin American countries promotes developing countries to strengthen coordina-tion under the framework of the United Nations and jointly promote the implementation of the global develop-ment agenda (Rao, 2020). These collaborations demonstrate the positive contribution of the China-Latin America community with a shared future in promoting changes in the global governance system and enhancing the voice of developing countries. 

By deepening multilateral cooperation, China and Latin America jointly promote the construction of a new par-adigm of South-South cooperation, provide regional practice and strategic support for the realization of a com-munity with a shared future for mankind, and fully demonstrate the subjectivity and constructive role of the Global South in global governance reform. The in-depth advancement of global governance reform requires a stronger international voice as support, and the Global South countries urgently need to enhance their interna-tional voice through media cooperation and think tank dialogue. 

 

18 Cui Shoujun. Characteristics, motivations and challenges of the transformation of China-Latin America relations[J]. Journal of Renmin Uni-versity of China, 2019, 33(03): 95-103. 
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4. STRENGTHEN MEDIA COOPERATION AND DIALOGUE AMONG THINK-TANKS TO ENHANCE THE INTERNA-

TIONAL VOICE OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH. 

 

Establish a Global Southern think tank forum and build an independent and original discourse system 

Think tanks play a key role in international communication and discourse system construction. At present, alt-hough China's think tank cooperation with the Global South has achieved initial results, there is still a long way to go for improvement in enhancing the international discourse power of the Global South. Catering to the needs, it is recommended to establish a "Global South Modernization Forum" or a "Global South Shared Future Think Tank Forum" to create a cross-regional and normalized think tank cooperation platform. This platform can pro-mote experience sharing and exchange of views among think tanks in the Global South through regular academic dialogues, policy interpretations, and joint publication of research results, and gradually form an independent and original discourse system that meets the development demands of the Global South. 

The China-Brazil High-Level Think Tank Dialogue Mechanism and the cooperative research model between the South African Humanities Research Institute (HSRC) and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences have provided useful experience for deepening cooperation among think tanks in the Global South. In addition, the platform is also committed to bringing together intellectual resources from countries in the Global South to form a collabo-rative consensus on issues such as global governance, development aid, and the digital economy, and continu-ously enhance the influence of countries in the Global South in setting the international agenda. Think tank co-operation provides theoretical  support, while  media cooperation is an important  means to shape a  common narrative of development in the Global South and to enhance international discourse power. 

 

Strengthening media cooperation in the Global South and shaping a common narrative of cooperative devel-opment. 

Media plays an important role in shaping a country's image and guiding international public opinion. At present, the voice of the media in the Global South is still relatively at lower volume in international communication, and there lies an urgent need to build a media cooperation mechanism among the Global South countries to jointly shape a common narrative of South-South cooperation. It is recommended to establish a "Global South Interna-tional Communication Linkage Mechanism" to integrate the mainstream media resources of southern countries, which engages in actively telling the story of win-win cooperation in the Global South through events of joint reporting, simultaneous voice, and cooperative launch of special programs, and enhance the voice of the Global South in the international public opinion field. 

The "Chinese Latin America" media cooperation platform jointly launched by China and Latin American countries, and the joint production project between the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) and China Central Radio and Television (CMG) have provided referential paths for building a connecting mechanism for media co-operation among southern countries. In addition, by leveraging new media platforms, the Global Southern coun-tries can also create diversified communication channels in the international community that keep actively re-sponding to international concerns in order to let the world obtain a more comprehensive understanding of the positive changes brought about by South-South cooperation. On the basis of cooperation between media and think tanks, deepening cultural exchanges and mutual learning between civilizations will lay a solid public opinion foundation for the continued deepening of Global Southern cooperation. 

 

Deepen cultural exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations , and consolidate the public opinion foun-dation for cooperation in the Global South 

People-to-people exchanges have greatly bridged to promote mutual understanding among the peoples of the Global South, providing a solid social foundation for South-South cooperation. Under the guidance of the Belt and Road Initiative, China and southern countries have achieved fruitful results in people-to-people exchanges, including the establishment of cultural centers, and the launch of brand activities such as "Cultural Year" and "Happy Spring Festival", which have significantly deepened the cultural integration between the countries. In the future, we should further expand the breadth and depth of people-to-people exchanges, promote cooperation among the Global South in the fields of culture, education, art, etc., and enhance understanding and friendship among peoples of all countries through diversified exchange projects such as youth exchanges, art exhibitions, film and television cooperation, publishing and translation. 

The "China-Argentina Cultural Exchange Center" jointly established by China and Argentina has successfully held 
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many art exhibitions and literary exchange activities, providing a window for the people of the two countries to understand each other's culture. At the same time, countries in the Global South should strengthen the institu-tionalization of cultural exchanges, such as establishing a "Global South Cultural Exchange Alliance" to promote normalized interactions among countries in the cultural field, and continue to cultivate cultural mutual trust and spiritual nourishment into the construction of a community with a shared future for the  Global South. People-to-people exchanges are an important bridge to promote mutual understanding among the peoples of the Global South and provide a solid social foundation for South-South cooperation. Under the guidance of the Belt and Road Initiative, China and southern countries have achieved fruitful results in people-to-people exchanges, in-cluding  the  establishment  of  cultural  centers,  and  the  launch  of  brand  activities  such  as  "Cultural  Year"  and "Happy Spring Festival", which have significantly deepened the cultural integration between the countries. 

 

Coordinating China-Latin America Cooperation: Empowering the Rise of the Global South and Global Govern-ance 

As an irresistible force that makes change in the international system, the Global South not only shoulders the important responsibility of promoting the transformation of the international order towards a more equitable and reasonable direction, but  also plays an indispensable role in the process of building a  community with a shared future for mankind. As an important part of the Global South, Latin America has provided an important regional demonstration for the modernization of the Global South through in-depth cooperation with China. The joint construction of cooperation platforms such as the Belt and Road Initiative and the BRICS mechanism has not only promoted the comprehensive development of China-Latin America relations, but also provided a prac-tical path for the Global South to achieve common prosperity. In the future, deepening China-Latin America co-operation will further consolidate the constructive role of  the Global  South in the global  governance system, jointly usher a new situation in global governance, and contribute more profoundly to the peace and develop-ment of mankind. 
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THE "TIANXIA" THEORY AND ITS INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS
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“(…) the world continues to be a mere geographical space, without ever hav-

ing taken the form of something common and shared” (Zhao, 2021: 12). 

 

1. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this chapter is to develop the postulates of Tianxia as a philosophical and geopolitical platform in the current international scenario. In this regard, we aim to trace and identify these philo-geopolitical corre-lates in five (5) elements of the international stage, thus overcoming the abstract perspective that theories often assume. This is particularly relevant since Tianxia is not present in geopolitical agendas as a consolidated theory, nor is it widely disseminated—at least in the West. 

Therefore, we will begin with some ideas from Zhao Tingyang (2021), as presented in his book Tianxia: A Philos-ophy  for  Global  Governance.  Building  on  this  proposal,  we  will  explore  five  (5)  elements  of  the  international scenario in which the Tianxia system may be at play. Among them, we will focus on: (1) globalization with Chinese characteristics, (2) infrastructure as a platform for development, (3) foreign policy, (4) global governance, and (5) geopolitics. 

Nonetheless, we will first introduce the concept of Tianxia, and then proceed to address each of the aforemen-tioned elements individually, concluding with a comprehensive reading of the subject. 

 

2. TIANXIA AS A PHILOSOPHICAL AND GEOPOLITICAL SYSTEM

When addressing any concept developed in China, one must take care not to interpret it without first under-standing its cultural context, as well as its role and actions in international politics. This is partly due to the fact that we are dealing with a “Party–State”21 that conceives of itself as a millenary civilization and, therefore, cannot be understood superficially. 

Within this context, certain obstacles emerge that must be acknowledged and addressed. First, it is necessary to overcome the orientalist bias (in Edward Said’s terms), which has been constructed over non-Western territories and which leads us—almost mechanically—to analyze the rest of the world through the same categories, under the obstinacy of so-called universal knowledge. Secondly, we must approach Chinese thought from a situational perspective. 

In the case of Tianxia, we are dealing with a concept of considerable conceptual density, which requires a process of historicization, resignification, and contemporary applicability. The postulate of Tianxia has endured over time within Chinese culture and politics. From the Zhou Dynasty (11th century – 256 B.C.) to the present day, Tianxia as  a  political  philosophy  has  shaped  the  guidelines  of  governance  in  Chinese  territories  and  in  their  external relations. The concept emerged during the Zhou Dynasty, constituting the first institutional revolution in govern-ance long before the manifestation of the Greek Polis in the West. Today, the concept regains relevance and new meanings through the work of Zhao (2021), in his book Tianxia: A Philosophy for Global Governance. 

Until the Opium Wars, the interstate order established by the Chinese Empire was based on the idea of Tianxia, 
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which positioned China as Zhongguo, the civilized empire at the center of the world, embodied by the Tianzi, the Son of Heaven. 

This sacred–political dimension of Tianxia is carried by Zhao from philosophy into geopolitics, challenging the current system subjected to the state-centric logic established by the Treaty of Westphalia, and laying the foun-dations for a new order in International Relations. In this sense, the author identifies the absence of an authentic concept  of “worldness,” inappropriately replaced by the term  internationality, where nation-states represent and pursue their own interests. Consequently, the international arena does not constitute a relational space, but rather one of permanent conflict. The traditional sequence of one state, one territory, and one culture has per-meated and conditioned the forms of interaction, configuring a cartography of power. 

Since the 1970s, China has embarked on a path of integration into the world, seeking rapprochement through two complementary avenues: the incorporation of Western elements and their adaptation from within its own worldview. This is reflected in the Schools of Geopolitical Thought, where China engages in the study of interna-tional dynamics. The logic of readapting external laws to its own needs has been a permanent feature. In this regard, China has participated in the global order and in international politics by expanding and deepening its political, economic, and cultural relations with different countries of the international community. 

Initially, it strengthened its relationship with its historical ally, Russia, and then interacted with and expanded its ties within a sphere of influence more closely related to it: the Asia-Pacific. It also began to establish strategic relations  with  the  countries  of  Central  Asia—Turkmenistan,  Uzbekistan,  Tajikistan,  Kyrgyzstan,  and  Kazakh-stan22—which emerged as independent nations after the dissolution of the Soviet Union, although during the early years they remained linked to the post-Soviet space. Subsequently, China extended its relations to countries in Africa and Latin America. 

The ideal of the Tianxia system is to create a framework capable of becoming, for all, a “benevolent focal point” compatible with all cultures, peoples, and religions. According to Zhao,  Tianxia is an ancient concept, but one filled with meanings still to be explored and developed. Global challenges—pandemics, global climate change, poverty and extreme deprivation, human mobility, artificial intelligence, and armed conflicts, among others— require collective responses grounded in harmony and consensus. 

In this sense, Chinese thought may be identified as circular or elliptical, continually renewing itself from the need to interpret the dialectics of global trends. This conceptual framework applies to Tianxia, in its triple dimension: (1) the physical world—all lands under heaven, (2) the psychological world—all peoples under heaven, and (3) the  political  world—global  institutions  to  ensure  universal  order.  This  system  seeks  to  safeguard  inclusivity among all peoples, transcending the mere state dimension, in pursuit of mutual cooperation aimed at the peace-ful coexistence of different civilizations (Staiano and Bogado Bordazar, 2017). 

Tingyang (2021), in historicizing the origins of Tianxia, takes us back to the Shang Dynasty (16th–11th century B.C.), when the Zhou were no more than a small state in the northwest of China. The Zhou sovereign was re-nowned for his virtue, which attracted the allegiance of several smaller states. From this brief description of the Zhou State’s context, it is clear that it occupied an asymmetric position in relation to potential conflicts or strat-egies sustained by coercive actions. For this reason, the political power of the Zhou Dynasty had only one option left: to conceive a model of governance based on the incentives of its own system, leaving aside military power as the sole foundation of governability. In this way, they envisioned a system of general cooperation that would be recognized in the long term by all states (Tingyang, 2021). 

Building on the concept of  Tianxia, we will explore the connections within Chinese thought in order to make them empirically visible in concrete actions where these ideas may be at play. To this end, we will briefly present each of the five selected  elements and reflect on whether the proposal of Tianxia could be shaping concrete actions beyond China’s domestic politics. 

 

3. GLOBALIZATION WITH CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS

Globalization  has  been  the  subject  of  extensive  scholarship,  spanning  its  multiple  dimensions—political,  eco-nomic, cultural, among others—as well as its relationship to the different stages of the capitalist system and its various territorial impacts. Western globalization no longer holds the promise of fostering genuine development 
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in peripheral countries; on the contrary, it continues to deepen territorial transformations through selective pro-ductive channels, territorial enclaves, and the further reprimarization of their economies. Globalization has not achieved—as it once promised—the reduction of the inequality gap between rich and poor countries. Instead, this reality has given rise to a new geography of centrality and marginality, which also entails the emergence of new dynamics of inequality (Sassen, 2007). 

Globalization has also generated greater interdependence among states.  Consequently, it is possible to argue that the globalization process requires new institutions capable of reconciling a more efficient management of global interdependence with the adoption of principles of international solidarity (ECLAC, 2002). This idea implies not only the need to modify the structure of relations between countries and regions in order to foster a new paradigm of globalization, but also the need to establish new foundations for the current multilateral system. 

One of the scholars who has analyzed the changes in the type of globalization being promoted by the Asian giant is Enrique Dussel Peters (2018), coordinator of the Academic Network of Latin America and the Caribbean on China. For this author, what is at stake is a proposal for globalization with Chinese characteristics, which differs from the proposals advanced by various Western countries. This distinction lies not only in the modes and forms of engagement, but also in what China seeks to place on the agenda when shaping and conducting its relations with the world. Accordingly, China aims to offer technologies, financing, companies, supply, construction, labor, and multiple services related to infrastructure projects—from ports to highways, hydroelectric plants, and inter-net connectivity—to the countries interested in joining and integrating into this cooperation initiative. Further-more, it seeks to strengthen social, political, and economic ties that go beyond the commercial sphere (Dussel Peters, 2018). 

For Dussel, the possibility of avoiding a new dependency on China lies explicitly in the positioning of Latin Amer-ica. In his words, it  is Latin American countries themselves that must  understand the historical origins of the Chinese proposal and their own capacity to effectively implement these infrastructure projects. Thus, this glob-alization with Chinese characteristics presents several challenges for the counterparts wishing to “board” this process. 

First, they must seek to integrate these projects with their own social and productive capacities, critically defining which segments of the respective projects could incorporate their labor force, specific inputs, supplier compa-nies, and specialized technologies (Dussel, 2018). Second, it will be essential to advance cultural cooperation in order to align expectations, challenges, and interests. This is not only a matter of language, but more fundamen-tally one of political and cultural projects. Third, even if this globalization with Chinese characteristics differs or distances itself to some extent from the model that the West has promoted for decades, in the case of Latin America and the Caribbean it is unavoidable to conceive of a sustainable process of regional integration. Such a process  must  consolidate  (despite  internal  differences)  a  common  project  that  can  lay  the  foundations  for  a sustainable relationship with China. 

According to Gao (2022), one of the key questions in many international debates centers on the role that China could play in a new international order. In this regard, China’s accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001 was the preliminary step toward its incorporation into the framework of rules governing global trade and the order regulated by international law. Since then, China has actively engaged with the international commu-nity thanks to its rapid economic growth, the integration of its global value chains, and its commercial and in-vestment expansion (Gao, 2022). This milestone enabled China to become familiar with its trading counterparts. 

China’s entry into the WTO and the announcement of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013 positioned the country on a decisive path toward full incorporation into the international system. This contrasted with the an-nouncement of the Special Economic Zones (Zonas Económicas Especiales – ZEE) in the 1970s, when China em-barked on a selective and sectoral globalization, primarily aimed at initiating ties with Asia-Pacific countries— leading to the establishment of regional production chains that persist to this day. 

 

4. INFRASTRUCTURE AS A PLATFORM FOR DEVELOPMENT

Infrastructure is a key dimension in China’s policy. Not only has it enabled the country to expand within its own territory, but it also constitutes a means of cooperation within the framework of the megaproject known as the Belt  and  Road  Initiative  (Iniciativa  de  la  Franja  y  la  Ruta,  or  the  Silk  Road).  At  least  two  perspectives  always emerge in this regard. On the one hand, infrastructure is seen as the “extractive arm” for raw materials, where the analysis of its impact should not be conducted hastily. In this respect, the type of infrastructure must involve 
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dialogue with the recipient territories and take into account their scales and relations. On the other hand, the development of infrastructure and connectivity does not necessarily resolve the structural problems affecting many territories of the Global South. On the contrary, it can exacerbate economic inequalities, center–periphery exchange imbalances, North–South asymmetry, and deepen dependency on Chinese capital. 

In the case of infrastructure in Latin America and the Caribbean, it is essential first to understand the types of territorial sites where projects will be established and to what extent  we are dealing  with spaces defined by national borders or with broader regions (Bogado Bordazar & Margueliche, 2022). This is because regionalization processes also entail challenges similar to those generated by globalization. For  this reason, Herrera Santana (2019) refers to the New Silk Road as a “geopolitics of fragmentation,” which broadly consists of the differenti-ated, unequal, and fragmented production of a strategic space that only acquires meaning when understood as a whole. 

We know that infrastructure is crucial for any development model, particularly if it aims to sustain an endogenous development process that incorporates remote and disadvantaged regions. However, it is important to consider the multiple questions that arise in this context. 

 

5. FOREIGN POLICY

The  Tianxia system of ancient  China  gave rise, in its earliest  form, to the idea  of “world politics.” Within this framework, two important distinctions emerged that are key to understanding China’s foreign policy today from its worldview. The first is the category of “dominion,” which refers to the order of the strongest within the natural logic—that is, the extreme subjugation by the powerful. By contrast, politics, in Confucius’s words, is the govern-ance of rectitude. In other  words, politics exists only when irrational  domination by arms  is overcome and a rational, universal, and effective order is established (Tingyang, 2021). 

On these premises, China has pursued a foreign policy characterized by the pursuit of strategic and stable bal-ance, grounded in the principles of: the peaceful resolution of conflicts, mutual trust, non-intervention in internal affairs, dialogue and cooperation, non-use of force as a means of overcoming confrontations, as well as non-participation in military blocs, hegemonic policies, and expansionism (Muciaccia, 2025, p. 68). 

 

6. GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

Gao  (2022)  highlights  how  China  participates  in  the  context  of  global  governance,  emphasizing  the  following points: 

First, multilateralism is the main approach through which China engages in international cooperation. China re-gards the existence of gaps in global governance within international institutions as an opportunity to achieve genuine multilateralism. 

Second, this perspective emphasizes that the Chinese economy holds systemic importance and, at the same time, that China may protect certain emerging domestic sectors when necessary. China’s mixed position simply reflects the need to legitimize the rights of emerging and developing countries, if the world truly aspires to accommodate more diverse actors in global arenas. 

Third, China’s most identifiable engagement with globalization is through the rapid growth of its outward invest-ment. This is possible because China seeks to fill investment gaps in poorer countries where the lack of domestic infrastructure investment has become a bottleneck to their economic development. 

 

7. GEOPOLITICS

As Zhao argues, the world is structured around two types of politics: (i) international politics, which—according to the author—is a derivative of state politics, serving the strategies of national interests within the framework of  international  competition;  and  (ii)  world  politics,  which  requires  moving  beyond  state-centered  relations through a geographical space that transcends the politico-cultural structure of the nation-state, in pursuit of a broader cooperative sphere. 

From this description, Zhao proposes an alternative way of thinking. He contends that the world order has been shaped by two major traditions: imperialism, originating in Rome, and the Tianxia system, with its epicenter in 
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China. Expanding on this distinction, in terms of function, imperialism has been based on conquest and domina-tion, whereas Tianxia promotes the construction of a shared system. 

As noted in previous sections, the practice of Tianxia consists of creating a system capable of becoming, for all countries, a benevolent “focal point” compatible with all cultures, peoples, and religions, while simultaneously fostering intercultural and relational dialogue. 

 

8. FINAL REFLECTIONS

By way of synthesis, we will analyze the five axes described in light of the postulate of Tianxia as a philosophical and geopolitical system developed by China. In this way, we can state that, very early in the contemporary history of the People’s Republic of China, references to Eastern theoretical postulates—novel to the Western tradition of international relations—became evident. We refer here to the cultural and traditional elements, as well as to the ancient philosophical schools of China (Confucianism and Taoism, among others), which guided the country’s foreign relations and, in turn, became integrated with new clusters of ideas. This notion of fusion is linked to the proposal of shaping a new type of international relations, grounded in a new humanism that reaffirms South– South cooperation and calls for the redesign of global governance institutions, as well as of the principles and values that should govern international organizations (Staiano & Schulz, 2022). 

Regarding the first axis—globalization with Chinese characteristics—as previously noted, it entailed revolution-izing the traditional Western concept by merging postulates and ideas that connect elements of China’s ancient philosophical  schools  with  new  dialectical  interpretations  of  global  trends,  such  as:  “solidary  globalization” (Wang, 2018); “community of shared destiny for humankind” (comunidad de destino compartido para la human-idad) (Staiano & Schulz, 2022); “relationality” or “symbiosis” (Staiano & Bogado Bordazar, 2017, 2024), among others. 

The idea  of building a  community of shared destiny  for humankind23 first  emerged in September 2011  in the White Paper on Peaceful Development (China–SCPRC, 2011), later sustained in Wen Jiabao’s speech at the 14th China–ASEAN Summit, and subsequently taken up by Hu Jintao in the opening speech of the 18th National Con-gress of the Communist Party in 2012, where the expression was improved with the formula “human community with a shared future.” It was later refined by Xi Jinping in his famous 2015 address on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the United Nations: “building a community of shared destiny for humankind,” which encompassed five elements: political partnership, security, economic development, cultural exchanges, and the environment. 

The most significant milestone came in 2018, when the expression was incorporated into the Chinese Constitution (Staiano, 2023) as part of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. With this framework, the community of shared destiny for humankind is regarded as the highest expression—thus far devel-oped—of globalization with Chinese characteristics, which directly interconnects with the postulate of Tianxia. 

In the axis of infrastructure as a platform for development, we referred to the Belt and Road Initiative (Iniciativa de la Franja y la Ruta) as the megaproject with the potential to become an instrument facilitating and promoting China’s integration with the world, in relation to one of the three elements that compose  Tianxia: “integrating the physical world—all the lands under heaven.” China has declared that interconnection and intercommunica-tion in infrastructure constitute priority areas in advancing the Belt and Road Initiative, placing special emphasis on  strengthening  connectivity  among  countries  through  infrastructural  construction  plans  and  technological standards systems, jointly promoting the construction of international backbone corridors, and gradually forming infrastructure  networks  linking  diverse  subregions  (National  Development  and  Reform  Commission  of  China, 2015 24). The same document outlined the basic principles of the Initiative: promoting openness and cooperation, harmony and inclusiveness, mutual benefit, and “win–win” cooperation. 

Since its inception to the present, more than 150 countries have joined the Initiative, which includes land routes of railways, highways, and gas pipelines (crossing Central Asia and connecting China with Europe; the China– Pakistan and China–Russia connections). It also encompasses a maritime route linking key ports from Southeast 

 

23 As described by Staiano (2023), Edgar Morin was the first to expand upon the notion of a “community of destiny” theorized by Otto Bauer (Schicksalgemeinschaft), later adopted by the Chinese government with the expression “community of shared destiny for humankind” (co-munidad de destino compartido para la humanidad, 人类命运共同体 Rénlèi mìngyùn gòngtóngtǐ) (Morin, 2001). 

24The document is entitled: “Vision and Actions on Jointly Building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road.” 
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Asia to the Mediterranean (crossing the Strait of Malacca, the Indian Ocean, and the Suez Canal), enabling faster connections  between  China,  Africa,  and  Europe.  In  addition,  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  (LAC)  became linked to the megaproject after Xi Jinping (2017) described the region as the “natural extension” of the Belt and Road Initiative, marking the starting point for the incorporation—up to now—of 23 LAC countries 25. 

In the axis of foreign policy, we connect Tianxia with “the psychological world—all peoples under heaven” and also with the concept of relationality (relacionalidad), developed by the scholar Qin Yaqing, who emphasized relationships as the only method capable of ensuring stability and order, as foreseen by Confucian philosophy through morality and trust (Qin, 2011: 133). In fact, according to Chinese culture, the essence of the human being lies in relationships, and relationality is constitutive of one’s sense of humanity (Staiano & Bogado, 2017). 

After so many decades of isolation in modern times, China has reconstructed its foreign policy with the world on the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistence, which are considered to be the guiding framework of interna-tional relations. 

In its relations with Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), China has demonstrated its willingness to build, with a long-term vision, a new platform for cooperation between the two regions, considering LAC as an ally in the process of global transition and change—an intention clearly expressed in the Chinese Policy Papers on LAC pub-lished in 2008 and 2016. Latin America is  considered by China  as a  “zone of peace.”  This idea  reinforces the strategy of deepening peaceful and friendly relations both bilaterally and multilaterally. 

In this regard, we highlight the conclusion of cooperation agreements (and closer ties) between China and various Latin American countries, as well as between China and different regional integration processes: Mercosur, the Andean Community of Nations, and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC). As is well known, in 2015 Chinese President Xi Jinping inaugurated the first China–CELAC Ministerial Forum 26, whose ob-jectives  focused on: strengthening cooperative relations between the two  parties; developing projects  in the fields of trade, finance, energy, science, and technology; and promoting regular dialogue between the parties to ensure solidity in the political process. This served as further evidence of the development of the strategic con-cept of Tianxia and the value it represents for Chinese culture and politics. 

To  explain  the  axis  that  links  Tianxia  with  global  governance,  we  connect  it  to  the  postulate  of  “the  political world—global institutions to ensure universal order.” In this sense, particular emphasis is placed on China’s de-fense of multilateral institutions and on the need for their existence in order to protect less advantaged coun-tries. Since the consolidation of the People’s Republic of China (1949), the country has pursued various strategies of cooperation with countries and regions of what was then referred to as the “Third World” (today the Global South): Asia, Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

In its first stage, these strategies were oriented toward leading spaces of participation, providing assistance to countries struggling for independence and national liberation, with the goal of fostering common development. This became evident in the outcomes of the Bandung Conference of 1955, which marked an important starting point for mutual cooperation and a first call to international society from marginalized peoples 27. With the launch of its reform and opening process (1978), China assumed a very active role in multilateral arenas as a guide for developing  countries,  which  it  called  “brothers,”  understanding  that  participation  on  the  basis  of  sovereign equality within international institutions was vital for the exercise of global governance. This concept is also tied to the vision of constructing “a new type of international relations,” based on the principle of “win–win” coop-eration with the ultimate goal of “forging a community of shared destiny for humankind.” 

Finally, as noted in earlier sections, the practice of Tianxia consists of creating a system capable of becoming, for all countries, a benevolent “focal point” compatible with all cultures, peoples, and religions—a concept we link to  the  art  of  geopolitics.  In  terms  of  Samuel  Huntington’s  classical  geopolitics,  part  of  his  thesis  rests  on  the 

 

25 As of July 2024, the 23 Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries that have signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) of the Belt and Road Initiative (Iniciativa de la Franja y la Ruta) are: Panama (December 2017); Trinidad and Tobago; Suriname (May 2018); Antigua and Barbuda; Bolivia (June 2018); Dominica; Guyana (July 2018); Uruguay (August 2018); Venezuela; Costa Rica; Grenada (September 2018); Chile; the Dominican Republic; Cuba; El Salvador (November 2018); Ecuador (December 2018); Barbados (February 2019); Jamaica and Peru (April 2019); Argentina (2022); Nicaragua (2022); Honduras (2023); and Colombia (2025). 

26 The last IV meeting was celebrated in China in 2025. 

27 It is worth noting that China’s cooperation was originally based on a document entitled “Eight Principles for Economic Aid and Technical Assistance to Third World Countries,” issued in 1964, which remains largely in effect to this day. 
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existence of nine major historical–cultural circles, divided into: Western Europe, Russia, the United States–Can-ada, and Latin America (four in the West); and China, India, Japan, and Southeast Asia (in the East); as well as an immense intermediate world that overlaps in both directions: the Muslim world. To summarize the idea, Hun-tington argues that each circle tends to have a “civilizational core state,” which results in a new globalizing stage inaugurated in the 21st  century, marked by the new role of continental  states as nuclear states of the  great civilizational circles—thus shaping a new International Concert (Podetti, 2013). 

In the case of China—the “Central State”—if we apply Huntington’s theory and the concept of Tianxia, we may conclude that the country has built a network of relations in its primary zone of influence, Southeast Asia, and from there has expanded to other, more distant concentric circles (Eastern Europe; Asia, Africa, and Latin Amer-ica). All of this has been achieved through the design of a broader strategy grounded in the three  dimensional axes of Tianxia: “the physical world—all lands under heaven, the psychological world—all peoples under heaven, and the political world—global institutions to ensure universal order.” This vision proposes megaprojects in all directions, involving the entirety of humankind. Examples include: the Belt and Road Initiative; the Global Gov-ernance Initiative (aimed at renewing multilateral mechanisms to make them fairer, more inclusive, and more balanced); the Shanghai Cooperation Organization; the Global Development Initiative (presented at the UN Gen-eral Assembly, aimed at coordinating efforts to build a sustainable post-pandemic future); the Global Security Initiative (introduced at the Boao Forum for Asia 28, oriented toward establishing an indivisible and cooperative security framework that rejects bloc logics); and the Global Civilization Initiative (conceived to strengthen respect for cultural diversity and to project a multipolar order based on harmony and shared progress). 
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COMMON PROSPERITY: THE PATH TOWARD THE REJUVENATION OF THE CHINESE 

NATION
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Abstract:  This  article  offers  an  analysis  of  the  notion  of  common  prosperity  (共同富裕,  gòngtóng  fùyù)  as  a central  axis  of  the  development  policy  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  China  in  the  Xi  Jinping  era.  Drawing  on  a combination  of  official  sources,  think  tank  reports,  journalistic  analyses,  and  academic  literature,  the  text reconstructs the philosophical and historical roots of the concept, traces its  evolution from Mao Zedong and Deng  Xiaoping  to  its  contemporary  revitalization,  and  examines  the  associated  public  policies:  poverty eradication, market regulation, real estate sector reform, the expansion of public services, and the inclusion of ecological transition as an inseparable component of prosperity. 

The article also incorporates a specific section on the implications of common prosperity for China’s foreign pol-icy and for potential synergies with countries of the Global South under the idea of a “community with a shared future for mankind”. Ultimately, this chapter argues that common prosperity represents not only an economic strategy for national development but also a fundamental guide to the principles, values, and norms that shape the actions and decisions of the Communist Party of China—namely, an ethic. 

Keywords: common prosperity, China, Xi Jinping, development, redistribution, Global South, community with a shared future for mankind. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION

In today’s complex international landscape, marked by structural inequalities and multiple overlapping crises, China has emerged with a paradigmatic proposal: common prosperity. Far from being a mere political slogan, this concept constitutes the very heart of the contemporary Chinese revolutionary process and the development vision advanced by Xi Jinping. 

Rooted in historical traditions such as Confucian philosophy, the socialist ideals of the twentieth century, and the economic achievements attained through the Reform and Opening-Up policies initiated by Deng Xiaoping, com-mon prosperity seeks to balance the remarkable economic growth of recent decades with a fair and equitable redistribution of wealth that ensures the material and spiritual well-being of the entire Chinese population. 

In a global context where prevailing models in the Global North continue to reproduce wealth concentration, environmental degradation, and social exclusion, China’s pursuit of common prosperity stands as both an ana-lytical challenge and an alternative development proposal that warrants in-depth study. This article aims to ex-amine the foundations, historical roots, practical implications, and international tensions surrounding the imple-mentation of common prosperity as a specific ethic guiding development in the People’s Republic of China. 

To achieve these objectives, the chapter is organized as follows. First, we address the historical and philosophical origins of the concept of common prosperity, analyzing its ideological roots with particular emphasis on the in-fluence of Confucian thought—especially the ideas of Confucius and Mencius on social harmony, benevolence, and the responsibility of good governance to ensure societal well-being. We also trace the connection to socialist ideals that, from Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping, have shaped China’s development vision. 

The second section examines common prosperity within the broader Chinese revolutionary process, from Mao Zedong to Xi Jinping. Here, we explore the evolution of the concept, from its incorporation into Maoist rhetoric, through the reforms of Deng Xiaoping, to its contemporary prominence in Xi Jinping’s policy agenda. 

The third section focuses on concrete policies implemented to achieve common prosperity. We analyze Chinese government strategies in key areas such as the eradication of extreme poverty in 2021, the reduction of inequal-ity, income redistribution, the development  of  social infrastructure, the regulation of the real  estate  market, pollution control, and the promotion of an ecological civilization. This section also contrasts the Chinese model with the prevailing Western conception of prosperity, where individual accumulation and the maximization of 
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private profit serve as the driving forces of economic development. It argues that the Chinese approach repre-sents a civilizational alternative aimed at harmonizing economic development with collective well-being. 

Finally, the fourth section analyzes the international projections of common prosperity, particularly as articulated through the notion of a “community with a shared future for mankind”. This perspective positions China as a reference point for the Global South through initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative, offering cooperation in infrastructure, technology, capacity building, and access to China’s expanding domestic market. 

The research adopts a qualitative approach based on documentary and critical analysis of primary and secondary sources. Primary sources include official Chinese government documents, in particular the State Council’s White Paper on China’s path from poverty to prosperity, as well as speeches and interventions by Xi Jinping and reso-lutions of the Communist Party of China. Reports from news agencies such as Xinhua, China Daily, and People’s Daily are also considered, as they provide direct insight into the official narrative surrounding common prosperity and its articulation with national development goals and international engagement. Secondary sources include specialized literature on the Chinese revolutionary process from both domestic and international perspectives. 

Ultimately, this chapter argues that common prosperity is not merely an economic strategy for national devel-opment but also a fundamental guide to the principles, values, and norms that shape the actions and decisions of the Communist Party of China—in other words, an ethic. By placing collective well-being at the center of its planning, China proposes an alternative model that challenges hegemonic  conceptions of progress and social justice. Understanding this concept in all its complexity is essential to interpreting China’s role in the twenty-first century and its impact on the transformation of the global order. 

 

2. HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL ORIGINS OF COMMON PROSPERITY

The concept of common prosperity ( 共同富裕, gòngtóng fùyù) first appeared in Chinese political discourse in 1953, during the early years of Mao Zedong’s government, as a reference to the socialist model of rural organi-zation (Ríos, 2021). Common prosperity was part of the socialist rhetoric aimed at eliminating class inequalities and redistributing wealth. The character 富裕 (fùyù) is sometimes translated interchangeably as “prosperity” or “wealth”; however, in this context, wealth refers neither strictly to economic assets nor to purely individual gain. Later, Deng Xiaoping revived the concept to argue that common prosperity could be achieved in stages—by first developing the Special Economic Zones and then extending growth to the rest of the country (Mantilla, 2022). 

Under Xi Jinping’s leadership, the concept has gained renewed prominence and has become one of the pillars of his political and economic agenda. Xi has made it a national priority, emphasizing that after decades of rapid growth, the time has come to focus on reducing inequality and ensuring a fairer distribution of economic bene-fits. In 2021, Xi formally announced common prosperity as one of China’s central goals for the future, aiming for development that not only generates wealth but also redistributes it more equitably (Xinhua, 2021). 

 

1.1. Historical Roots of the Concept 

Although the concept of common prosperity is inseparably linked to the ongoing Chinese revolutionary process, it has deep roots in traditional Chinese philosophy. In Confucian thought, the ideas of harmony and collective well-being are fundamental. According to Confucius, the construction of a just society depended on the principles of virtue and morality, in which Ren (仁) was associated with benevolence and the duty of individuals toward others, fostering a community in which collective well-being was at the center (Zhao, 2014). 

Another important Chinese thinker, Mencius, argued that rulers bore the responsibility of ensuring that the basic needs of the people were met; in this sense, a good government was one capable of guaranteeing the material and spiritual well-being of the population as well as equity for all. In short, common prosperity in the Chinese tradition is closely tied to the moral duty of governance to prioritize the welfare of the people. 

 

1.2. The Reinterpretation of the Concept under Socialist Ideals 

The  contemporary  meaning  of  common  prosperity  cannot  be  understood  without  reference  to  the  historical dialogue  between  Confucian  tradition  and  the  socialist  experience.  In  classical  Chinese  tradition, the  ideal  of xiaokang (小康)—often translated as “moderate prosperity” or “sufficient well-being”—represents a moral hori-zon emphasizing social harmony and the responsibility of the state to ensure material conditions for a dignified life (State Council Information Office, 2021). Both Confucius and Mencius argued that the legitimacy of the ruler 

Common Prosperity: The Path Toward the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation - Sebastián Schulz 

 

depended on the ability to secure material order and social justice; in this sense, individual prosperity had mean-ing only insofar as it contributed to collective well-being. 

With the advent of socialism, these moral principles were reinterpreted within a normative framework that pri-oritized poverty eradication and formal equality. In the Maoist era, the rhetoric translated into massive redistri-bution and collectivization initiatives. In the Deng era, the rhetoric shifted: Deng promoted the idea that “some will get rich first,” recognizing that allowing initial accumulation could serve as a means to improve general well-being. Yet Deng also emphasized that “poverty is not socialism,” underscoring that the ultimate goal remained the improvement of living conditions for the majority (State Council Information Office, 2021). 

The contemporary reinterpretation under Xi Jinping draws a dual lesson from these traditions: prosperity is both a material objective and a moral imperative, and its realization requires state instruments capable of guiding and correcting market dynamics when they generate exclusion or systemic risks. Thus, common prosperity today is not defined merely as income redistribution but as the coordinated pursuit of growth, equity, social inclusion, and environmental sustainability (State Council Information Office, 2021). 

 

3. COMMON PROSPERITY IN THE CHINESE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS

The political formulation of common prosperity has its antecedents in the Party’s rhetoric of the 1950s but gained new centrality in the Party’s agenda after 2012 and, more concretely, after 2020, when regulatory policies and pilot programs with specific timelines were introduced (Roberts, 2021; Koty, 2022). In 2021, the Chinese govern-ment declared that it had achieved the “first centenary goal” of building a “moderately prosperous society” and, from that milestone, launched the ambition to move toward common prosperity as a long-term objective (State Council Information Office, 2021). 

The instruments deployed include regulatory actions against financial and commercial practices deemed harmful to equity—such as restrictions on the private tutoring sector, enhanced oversight of technological and fintech platforms, and attention to the concentration of the real estate sector—alongside redistributive and public pro-vision policies: social housing, increased spending on healthcare and education, and co-financing programs for rural development (Koty, 2022; State Council Information Office, 2021). 

It is also important to consider the political timetable: the strategy establishes milestones for 2035 and 2050, linked to the goals of the second centenary (comprehensive modernization by 2049), combining socioeconomic and  environmental  objectives  to  ensure  that  growth  is  sustainable  and  socially  inclusive  (State  Council  Infor-mation Office, 2021). 

 

2.1. Cats and Mice 

In many Western analyses of China’s economic model after the Reform and Opening-Up period, Deng Xiaoping’s famous phrase—“It doesn’t matter whether a cat is black or white, as long as it catches mice”—is endlessly re-peated. Often associated with the supposed “pragmatism” of the national leadership, many analysts claim that “it doesn’t matter the color of the cat” reflects the flexibility of Chinese leaders in applying macro- and micro-economic policies. 

However, much of the Western interpretation of the phrase has been rather arbitrary. “It doesn’t matter whether the cat is black or white” is often rendered as “it doesn’t matter whether the model is more socialist or more capitalist,” while “what matters is that it catches mice” is interpreted as “what matters is that it generates eco-nomic growth.” From this perspective, it is argued that Deng’s reforms in the 1990s moved China away from the socialist  model promoted by Mao—toward capitalism—and that this shift  enabled China’s economic take-off that continues to this day (Bandurski, 2010). 

This intentionally biased Western reading ignores the fact that Deng never questioned the socialist system of organization and that “catching mice” does not mean “generating economic growth at any cost.” While economic growth was indeed a strategic objective of the second and third generations of Communist Party of China (CPC) leaders, it was viewed as a means to build a prosperous society, promote equality, and ensure mutual benefit (Schulz, 2022). 

Deng’s famous phrase “to get rich is glorious” aimed to highlight the importance of national economic growth during the Reform and Opening-Up era, while his other well-known statement—“poverty is not socialism”—was accompanied by a strong critique of the capitalist system, which, in Deng’s view, “would not in the least solve 
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the problem of ensuring a comfortable life for more than 90 percent of the population” (Deng, 1984). 

In other words, economic growth was not an end in itself but a means to achieve broader goals. To use an anach-ronism consistent with Xi Jinping’s current vision, “catching mice” implies laying the foundations for the Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation, with human well-being at the center of economic policy. “Catching mice” means eradicating extreme poverty, improving the population’s living standards, and repositioning China on the inter-national stage. 

 

2.2. Xi Jinping’s Thought 

In 2021, Xi Jinping stated that “having entered a new stage of development, China must pay greater attention to the pursuit of common prosperity” (Xinhua, 2021). In the context of debates over the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021– 2025), Xi Jinping announced that China had achieved the goal of building a “moderately prosperous society” for the centenary of the founding of the Communist Party of China in 2021 and that the country was now embarking on the path set for the centenary of the founding of the People’s Republic in 2049. To do so, China needed to move from a “moderately prosperous society” to “common prosperity,” correcting imbalances in development (People’s Daily, 2021). 

In an extensive article published in the People’s Daily, Zhao Xiuzhi wrote: “Common prosperity is a fundamental goal of Marxism and a fundamental aspiration of the Chinese people since ancient times. The Communist Party of China is a proletarian party firmly committed to the common prosperity of all its people” (Zhao, 2022). Simi-larly, Wan Yuanying stated: 

With the continuous development  of productivity and the steady growth of  social  wealth, future society will increasingly guarantee the satisfaction of all reasonable needs of each individual. Common prosperity is a key feature of the future society envisioned by Marx and Engels. (Wan, 2021) 

In this framework, Xi Jinping identified three major battles that the Chinese government must face in the near term to achieve common prosperity: the prevention and mitigation of financial risks, targeted poverty reduction, and the prevention and control of pollution (People’s Daily, 2018). The goal of eradicating extreme poverty by the centenary of the founding of the  Communist  Party of  China  had long been  set  and was one of the  main objectives of the Chinese government, which must now work to sustain this achievement amid growing interna-tional economic tensions and crises. 

In recent  years, China  has also adopted a  more assertive stance both in international affairs and in domestic policy regarding carbon neutrality, the development of renewable energy, and the construction of an ecological civilization (Schulz, 2024). Moreover, the 2021 Evergrande crisis highlighted the financial risks stemming from real-estate speculation. 

In line with its goal of achieving common prosperity, the Chinese government has focused on reducing the cost of basic necessities, decreasing inequality, building social housing, increasing spending on public services, provid-ing low-interest loans to the poorest sectors of society, and promoting infrastructure development. 

 

4. FROM IDEAS TO PRACTICE: POLICIES, ACHIEVEMENTS, AND MEASURABLE RESULTS

Xi Jinping’s proposal to achieve  common prosperity is closely linked to the broader objective of realizing the Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation by 2049, marking the centenary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China. In this framework, as we have emphasized, common prosperity refers to the state’s role in creating the conditions  to  ensure  the  material  and  spiritual  well-being  of  the  56  ethnic  groups  that make  up  the  Chinese people. 

This is not  mere rhetoric. Since the implementation of the reform and opening-up policies in the late 1970s, China has lifted approximately 800 million people out of poverty, which is considered one of the greatest achieve-ments in the history of global economic development (Trankmann, 2019). In 2021, China reached its stated goal of eradicating extreme poverty nationwide (China’s State Council Information Office, 2021). 

Inequality has also declined. Since the adoption of Xi Jinping’s new development concept, the Gini coefficient has fallen significantly, from 43.7 in 2010 to 35.7 in 2021—indicating that Chinese society is now more egalitarian than that of the United States, where the coefficient stood at 41.3 in the same year. Life expectancy at birth has likewise seen impressive gains. In 2021, China’s life expectancy reached 79 years, surpassing that of the United States, which fell to 76 years. In other words, a child born in China today can expect to live longer than one born 
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in the United States. 

China’s policies in responding to the COVID-19 health crisis and to the real estate crisis following the collapse of Evergrande are practical examples of the drive for common prosperity. In both cases, the well-being of the com-munity took precedence over market interests. The statement “housing is for living in, not for speculation,” made by Wang Menghui, Secretary of the Party Leadership Group and Minister of Housing and Urban-Rural Develop-ment, clearly illustrates China’s worldview on this matter (Xinhua, 2017). 

 

3.1 Eradication of Poverty and Expansion of the Middle Class 

The most celebrated achievement by Chinese authorities has been the massive reduction of extreme poverty: development policies and targeted programs were instrumental in lifting hundreds of millions of people out of poverty  in  recent  decades  (State  Council  Information  Office,  2021).  These  efforts  included  resettlement  pro-grams, investment in rural infrastructure, training and employment initiatives, and the establishment of social safety nets. The eradication of extreme poverty, officially declared in 2021, is not only an economic milestone but also a pillar of the Chinese Communist Party’s political legitimacy (State Council Information Office, 2021). 

 

3.2 Regulation of Capital, Platforms, and the Real Estate Market 

In  practice,  state  regulatory  policies  targeted  behaviors  in  the  private  sector  that,  in  the  government’s  view, undermined equity and stability. Between 2020 and 2022, regulations were introduced to oversee digital plat-forms, opaque remuneration practices, abuses in the private tutoring market, and excessive leverage by major property developers (Roberts, 2021; Koty, 2022). These measures also included restrictions on the amount of time minors could spend playing online video games—limiting it to three hours per week under state supervi-sion—in  an  effort  to  curb  youth  digital  addiction  and prioritize  study  and  educational  development  over  the commercial interests of large technological platforms (Schulz, 2021). 

These actions addressed concrete issues: the financialization of housing, the pressure on families due to private education, market concentration in platforms mediating consumption, labor, and financial services, as well as risks to minors’ well-being arising from the digital economy. From the official perspective, intervention in these sectors is essential to ensure that wealth generated by the market does not perpetuate growing inequalities or systemic risks (State Council Information Office, 2021). 

 

3.3 Health, Education, and Housing as Pillars of Well-Being 

Common prosperity is also operationalized through the expansion of access to public goods: investment in public health, the broadening of medical insurance coverage, the strengthening of public education, and the construc-tion of affordable housing are all part of the strategy. The aim is to lower the costs of essential goods and services, thereby  freeing  household  income  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  large  segments  of  the  population  (State Council Information Office, 2021). 

 

3.5 Ecological Transition and Environmental Integration in Prosperity 

A distinctive contemporary feature is the incorporation of “ecological civilization” as a core component of pros-perity. China  has announced  peak-emission and carbon-neutrality goals, alongside environmental restoration and  management  programs,  which  the  government  presents  as  inseparable  from  the  imperative  to  improve quality of life (State Council Information Office, 2021). This integration requires reconfiguring production models, encouraging investment in renewable energy, and promoting sustainable consumption practices. At the same time, it poses challenges in coordinating across levels of government and economic sectors and requires sub-stantial investment for its feasibility. 

 

3.6 From Common Prosperity to Shared Prosperity 

Common prosperity is, at its core, a form of shared, collective, and communal prosperity. Indeed, the character 共同  (gòngtóng),  usually  translated  as  “common,”  can  be  more  accurately  understood  as  “shared.”  In  other words, prosperity is not merely common but fundamentally shared. There can be no true individual prosperity in a society where the people as a whole remain poor. Individual wealth is subordinate to collective well-being. This perspective differs substantially from the Western capitalist conception of prosperity, which equates it pri-marily with individual material wealth. 

Common Prosperity: The Path Toward the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation - Sebastián Schulz 

 

In this sense, common prosperity reflects the promotion of a new humanism by the current generation of Chi-nese Communist Party leaders, led by Xi Jinping (Staiano, 2020). It is a vision that places the material and spiritual development of human beings at the center of public policy, offering a civilizational alternative to the Western capitalist worldview that prioritizes private individual interests. 

China’s concept of common prosperity also challenges interpretations that portray the ongoing transition toward a multipolar order merely as a shift in hegemony, without recognizing the qualitative transformations that China brings in proposing fundamentally different approaches to development, well-being, and justice. 

 

5. COMMON PROSPERITY AND FOREIGN POLICY: IMPLICATIONS FOR THE GLOBAL SOUTH AND THE “COMMU-

NITY WITH A SHARED FUTURE FOR MANKIND” 

The idea that China’s experience in building prosperity can serve as a reference for the Global South is explicitly present  in the official rhetoric: the notion of a  “community with a  shared future  for mankind” articulates an international vision in which cooperation, complementarity, and the provision of public goods are central (State Council Information Office, 2021). From the Belt and Road Initiative and the Global Development, Global Security, Global Civilization, and Global Governance Initiatives to technical assistance programs and cooperation in various sectors, China seeks to share its capacity to produce infrastructure and public goods as instruments of shared development. 

Indeed, the statutes of the Communist Party of China affirm that “promoting the creation of a community of shared future for mankind and building a harmonious world characterized by lasting peace and prosperity for all are priority goals for the current stage of humanity” (Schulz & Staiano, 2022). 

There are concrete channels through which common prosperity could translate into benefits for countries of the Global South: financing for infrastructure (ports, railways, energy), technology transfer and support for local ca-pacity-building, and expanded access to markets driven by China’s growing domestic consumption. 

 

6. CONCLUSIONS

The pursuit of common prosperity in China is not merely an economic goal but an integrated project that weaves together historical, philosophical, and political dimensions. Throughout this chapter, we have examined how this concept has been shaped both by the traditions of Chinese thought—such as Confucian harmony and collective well-being—and by the socialist vision that emerged from the 1949 Revolution and was consolidated through successive generations of leaders of the Communist Party of China. Far from being an empty slogan, common prosperity stands as a strategic pillar of the revolutionary process currently led by Xi Jinping. 

At the same time, the concept of common prosperity raises a theoretical and civilizational debate. Unlike capi-talism, where prosperity is measured in terms of individual accumulation and unrestrained competition, the Chi-nese model prioritizes collectivity and harmony. This represents a break with the ideological premises of eco-nomic liberalism and the affirmation of a humanist vision in which development is not an end in itself but a means to achieve the material and spiritual well-being of the people. In this sense, common prosperity is not only an economic proposal but also a cultural and political alternative that challenges the dominant logics of the global capitalist system. 

In conclusion, common prosperity encapsulates the Chinese government’s efforts to build an equitable, prosper-ous, and sustainable society, aligned with the vision of national rejuvenation set for the centenary of the People’s Republic of China in 2049. By placing the human being and their integral development at the center of public policies,  China  offers  an  alternative  that  deserves  serious  consideration—particularly  in  a  historical  moment when humanity faces existential challenges such as extreme inequality and the environmental crisis. 

In the context of global transitions toward a multipolar order, common prosperity not only redefines the param-eters of economic development but also challenges the dominant narratives of the Global North. Beyond criti-cism and resistance, the Chinese model marks a turning point in the pursuit of a more just, balanced, and sus-tainable future. The pressing question arising from this experience is whether the rest of the world will be willing to rethink its own notions of prosperity, well-being, and justice in light of the structural changes that China pro-poses. 

Thus, common prosperity is not merely a national project but a global endeavor that calls upon both the peoples 
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of the Global South and established powers to imagine new horizons of development based on solidarity, equity, and respect for life in all its forms. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

In the period 2019–2024, a sustained deterioration has been observed in relations between the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the authorities in Taipei, coinciding with the consolidation of the emergence of a multipolar world. Although there are long-term trends that date back to the establishment of the current status quo in 1949, recent times have witnessed the convergence of a series of phenomena that have not only deepened preexisting problems but also reduced the prospects for improved ties between the island and the mainland in the short term. 

In  light  of  this,  the  present  study  seeks  to  analyze  the  dynamics  between  the  PRC  and  the  island  of  Taiwan, through a review of the most significant geopolitical events that took place between 2019 and 2024, with the aim of contributing to an understanding of their current state and possible prospects for the decade 2020–2029. 

 

2. DEVELOPMENT

As mentioned in the introduction, the status quo between the island of Taiwan and the rest of China is the result of the decisive victory of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) over the Guomindang troops on the mainland and the founding of the PRC on October 1, 1949. This led to the relocation of the Guomindang, the government of the Republic of China (ROC), and its armed forces to the island of Taiwan, which to this day remains outside the effective control of Beijing. 

Since then, this situation has persisted thanks to four fundamental factors. First, there is the so-called One China Principle, under which both the PRC and the ROC claim to be the sole legitimate government of all China, thus affirming that China is a single and indivisible country. Second, both the PRC and the ROC have contested each other’s diplomatic recognition on the international stage. Third, neither side has thus far possessed sufficient military capability to guarantee victory in the event of an armed conflict. Finally, the status quo was also pre-served by the balance of power during the bipolar (1945–1991) and unipolar (1991–2008)31 periods, which pre-vented either Beijing or Taipei from having the diplomatic latitude to attempt to resolve the Taiwan Question by force. 

Nevertheless, these four factors have been significantly altered in recent years. 

With regard to the consensus on the One China Principle, support for it has progressively declined on the island of Taiwan with the emergence, in recent decades, of a new political phenomenon: Taiwanese nationalism. Unlike Chinese nationalism 32, Taiwanese nationalism arose as a political movement in the last quarter of the twentieth century, as a result of the democratization process of the ROC. This current, more popular among younger gen-erations,  asserts  a  distinct  Taiwanese  identity,  understood  as  separate  from  the  Chinese  nation,  with  a  clear tendency toward independence. This represents a sharp break with the island’s political tradition and cannot be disentangled from the increasingly evident failure of Taipei’s authorities to present themselves to the world as 

 

30 National University of Quilmes, Cechino-IRI (UNLP). Email: frantaiana@hotmail.com 

31 Although periodizations of this kind are always debatable in nature, the author of the text considers that the combination of the 2008 Financial Crisis, the Beijing Olympic Games, and the expansion of the multilateral system through forums such as the G20 and  BRICS are sufficiently significant milestones to mark a change of era. 

32 This being the characteristic political ideology of the Guomindang, which governed the island continuously between 1945 and 2000. 
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the sole legitimate government of all China. 

The leading exponent of this current has been the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), founded in 1986, which has governed the island uninterruptedly since 2016. Both the growing popularity of Taiwanese nationalism and the DPP’s eight years in power have consolidated a sense of identity among significant sectors of the population, which undermines the prospects for a peaceful reunification of China 33. Notably, one of the main political events that propelled the DPP to power in 2016 was the outbreak in 2014 of the Sunflower Movement, a series of mass protests largely composed of students opposing a proposed trade agreement between Taiwan and the rest of China 34. 

Since the beginning of President Tsai Ing-wen’s mandate in 2016, relations between Beijing and the authorities in Taiwan have suffered a sharp deterioration. The first point of conflict was Tsai’s refusal to affirm support for the so-called 1992 Consensus, which had framed relations between Beijing and Taipei on the basis of agreement on the One China Principle35. This was soon compounded by a second incident that further alienated the Chinese leadership: just seven months after taking office, Tsai held a phone call with then newly elected U.S. President Donald Trump, who had conducted his campaign  with the most  explicitly anti-China  rhetoric seen up to that point. The incident not only represented a grave violation of the One China policy, but also gave significant im-petus to the deterioration of Sino-American relations 36. This clear break with the status quo was the initial trigger for the sustained worsening of cross-Strait relations that has continued up to the writing of this text. 

Less than three years later, the protests that shook the former British colony of Hong Kong in 2019 further alien-ated Taiwan’s population, which expressed itself at the polls in January 2020 with a resounding victory for the DPP. The reduced autonomy of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region that emerged from the events of 2019 also had political implications for Beijing–Taipei relations, as it effectively eliminated, for the foreseeable future, the prospect of applying the “One Country, Two Systems” model to the Taiwan Question 37. Indeed, in 2021, a survey indicated that around 90 percent of Taiwanese would reject “One Country, Two Systems” as a model38. 

For her part, Tsai wasted no time in hardening her stance toward Beijing. In her inaugural address for her second term in mid-2020, she emphasized the need to carry out major military reforms. Since then, she has increased the defense budget for the acquisition of various weapons systems, accepted and deepened military cooperation with the United States, and extended the period of mandatory military service from four months to one year 39. 

Regarding the contested international recognition of the PRC and the ROC, this situation appears to be approach-ing a critical juncture for Taipei. Since the establishment of the PRC in 1949, the international community has faced the dilemma of which Chinese government to recognize, as both the PRC and the ROC have maintained their claim to be the sole legitimate government of the same country. In the early years of the Cold War, the ROC enjoyed a clear advantage in international recognition, since during the PRC’s first decade it had few diplomatic relations outside the Socialist Bloc. The 1960s marked a qualitative leap in Beijing’s insertion into the interna-tional community by allowing it to establish relations with newly independent nations emerging from decoloni-zation. However, the PRC’s admission to the United Nations in 1971 greatly accelerated this trend 40. 

Despite this, it is possible to identify periods of improvement in relations between the PRC and Taipei’s authori-ties, during which this competition was temporarily suspended. Such was the case during the eight years of the 
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36 Lynch, Timothy J., In The Shadow Of The Cold War American Foreign Policy from George Bush Sr. to Donald Trump, Reino Unido, Cambridge University Press, 2020, pág.230. 
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Guomindang presidency of Ma Ying-jeou (2008–2016), during which  the ROC did not lose recognition from a single country to the PRC41. With the arrival of Tsai’s presidency and the subsequent deterioration of relations with Beijing, the situation quickly reversed, and the ROC lost recognition from ten more countries over the course of her mandate. By January 2024, the ROC retained formal diplomatic recognition from only eleven United Na-tions member states and the Holy See 42. 

This trend carries important implications for Beijing–Taipei relations, as it could lead the island’s leaders to aban-don the claim of presenting themselves formally as the government of China and reinvent themselves, for in-stance, as the Republic of Taiwan. This would open up new diplomatic horizons for Taipei in the international arena, but it would also amount to a declaration of independence from China, which would very likely result in armed conflict with Beijing. 

As for the respective military capabilities of Beijing and Taipei, these are undergoing rapid transformation. Alt-hough Taipei’s prospects of reclaiming mainland China have always been exceedingly slim, the ROC’s continued governance over the island of Taiwan was for decades ensured by the absence of a credible naval force on the part of the PRC. However, this situation has clearly shifted in the first quarter of the twenty-first century, owing to the massive expansion and modernization of the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN). In the last 15 years, the PLAN has incorporated three aircraft  carriers (the  Liaoning, the  Shandong, and the  Fujian),  while reports indicate that a fourth, the Type 00443, is currently under construction. Moreover, since 2020, the PRC has pos-sessed the largest fleet of combat vessels in the world (although it remains well below the U.S. fleet in terms of tonnage)44 . 

The continued expansion of China’s naval resources has been accompanied by a comprehensive modernization of its armed forces, a sustained emphasis on increased combat readiness, recurring military exercises, and qual-itative advances in its weapons systems (exemplified by the production of fifth-generation J-20 fighter aircraft, DF-21D missiles, and GJ-11 stealth drones, among others). In addition to these improvements in equipment and weapon systems, the PLA has also undergone major organizational reforms in recent years, with strong emphasis placed on the Eastern Theater Command—the only one of the PLA’s five theaters of operations that would play a leading role in the event of a conflict over Taiwan. Due to these transformations, the U.S. Department of State estimates that by 2027 the military balance in the region will have definitively shifted in favor of the PRC 45. 

Although a conflict over Taiwan would involve serious strategic, logistical, and operational challenges, the current trajectory implies that Taipei’s ability to eventually declare independence from China and successfully resist the inevitable ensuing armed conflict will systematically diminish over time. While it could be argued that this sce-nario makes a Taiwanese separatist attempt less likely as time passes, it could also be suggested that this trend adds a sense of urgency to the agenda of pro-independence sectors, who might feel compelled to act decisively before their window of opportunity closes entirely. 

Nevertheless, an analysis of the dynamics between Beijing and Taipei would be incomplete without considering the geopolitical context in which they unfold. Given that an exhaustive analysis of all the factors present in the strategic  calculations of  Beijing and Taipei would exceed  the limits of this  study, we will restrict ourselves to examining the impact of the most important foreign factor on the Taiwan Question: the United States. 

U.S. involvement in the Taiwan Question has been a continuous reality since Washington’s strategic decision to defend Chiang Kai-shek’s regime on the island as a consequence of the outbreak of the Korean War (1950–1953). Since then, the United States has repeatedly interfered in the region, with the most notable cases being the so-
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called three Taiwan Strait Crises (1954–1955 46        47                48 , 1958 , 1995–1996). 

Although Washington severed formal diplomatic relations with Taipei when it officially recognized the PRC in 1979 49, the United  States quickly reaffirmed its support  for the island’s government  through the provision of arms and the development of the doctrine of “strategic ambiguity.” According to this posture, for decades Wash-ington never stated explicitly that it would intervene militarily on behalf of the island’s government in the event of a conflict with the rest of China, but neither did it categorically deny the possibility. This ambivalent stance allowed the United States to implicitly threaten the PRC while avoiding formal commitments, thus preserving greater room for maneuver in the face of any contingency. 

Although the history of Sino-American relations has experienced numerous ups and downs over the decades, a marked  deterioration  in  relations  between  Washington  and  Beijing  can  be  observed  beginning  with  Barack Obama’s second presidency (2012–2017). Among the most significant developments of this period were a U.S. “pivot to Asia” and the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a regional trade agreement project aimed at excluding China 50. 

However, with the arrival of Donald Trump’s first presidency (2017–2021), there was a clear worsening of rela-tions, fueled by harsh anti-China rhetoric, the launch of the so-called Trade War against the PRC, global efforts to boycott Chinese technology companies 51, and the arrest of Huawei executive and daughter of the company’s founder, Meng Wanzhou 52. 

It was within this context that the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in December 2019 occurred, not only causing major economic disruptions worldwide but  also exposing the vulnerability of global trade chains and accelerating processes of economic isolationism—particularly in the case of the United States. Furthermore, the fact that the virus was first detected in the Chinese city of Wuhan was quickly incorporated into the anti-China rhetoric of the U.S. government, which led not only to greater tension in bilateral relations between Beijing and Washington  but  also  to  a  sharp  increase  in  cases  of  sinophobia  and  racially  motivated  attacks  in  the  United States 53. 

The  transition  from  the  Republican  administration  of  Donald  Trump  to  the  Democratic  administration  of  Joe Biden did not result in improved bilateral relations; on the contrary, tensions increased. Among the most note-worthy events were several packages of anti-China legislation, such as those targeting technology and propa-ganda, Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan, and the boycott of the Beijing 2022 Olympic Games. 

Perhaps the most consequential and, at the same time, most difficult to quantify change has been Biden’s re-peated statements regarding a potential conflict over the island of Taiwan. Breaking with decades of “strategic ambiguity,” Biden on three separate occasions asserted that the United States would directly intervene on behalf of  Taipei  in  an  armed  conflict  with  the  PRC 54.  Although  these  statements  were  later  denied  by  White  House officials  and  came  from  a  president  whose  cognitive  faculties  were  called  into  question  to  the  point  that his presidential candidacy in 2024 was withdrawn by his own party, they remain declarations that neither Beijing nor the rest of the international community can easily ignore. 
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Moreover,  Biden’s  presidency  unfolded  in  an  increasingly  complex  geopolitical  context  for  the  United  States across the Eurasian space. The chaotic withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan in August 2021, the subse-quent and almost immediate collapse of the pro-U.S. regime governing the country, and the surprisingly swift reconquest carried out by the Taliban dealt severe blows to Washington’s prestige in the eyes of the world 55. 

At the same time, the U.S. departure from Afghanistan also represented strategic gains for Beijing. First, the PRC quickly opened communication channels with the new Taliban regime to establish a modus vivendi between the two56. Second, for the first time since 2001, Beijing no longer had to contend with the presence of a large U.S. occupying army in a neighboring country. 

The withdrawal from Afghanistan was quickly followed by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which began in February 2022 and continues at the time of writing. While the outbreak of the war initially provided the United States and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with renewed purpose in supporting Ukraine’s war effort, as the conflict has dragged on and both military and financial transfers have accumulated, the initial enthusiasm expe-rienced in the West during the first months of the conflict has waned. 

Furthermore, as the war approaches its third year, Russia has been steadily accumulating victories while Kyiv’s position appears increasingly precarious. Added to this was Donald Trump’s new victory in the presidential elec-tion held on November 5,  2024. Unlike his  predecessor Biden and Democratic candidate Kamala Harris, who repeatedly expressed unconditional support for Ukraine, Trump adopted a stance prioritizing the negotiation of a peace agreement rather than the pursuit of a military victory. This position may not only generate increasing tensions with the Ukrainian government but also with Washington’s European allies, who view the conflict as a central element of their foreign policy. 

In parallel with the war in Ukraine, the Gaza War has been ongoing since October 2023, in which the State of Israel—an extremely close ally of Washington—has become embroiled in a conflict that has expanded beyond Palestine and reached Lebanon, Yemen, Syria, Iraq, and Iran. This increasingly regional war, with the potential for further escalation, has once again seen the United States directly and indirectly involved in the Middle East— a strategic urgency that divides its attention and strains its resources at a time when its hegemony appears in-creasingly challenged. 

Although this second presidency of Donald Trump may signify an acceleration of the deterioration in Sino-Amer-ican relations, his isolationist stance, personalist foreign policy, and unpredictable character cast doubt on his capacity to carry out an effective anti-China policy within an increasingly disorderly global system. 

 

3. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this study has briefly analyzed the evolution of relations between Beijing and the authorities in Taiwan within a fluctuating internal and external context. These transformations undermine the fundamental pillars on which the cross-Strait status quo has been built since 1949. In the absence of a viable political solution, relations between Beijing and the authorities in Taipei appear to be moving toward increasingly uncertain waters. 
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Abstract: The People’s Republic of China is a key actor in the international system of the twenty-first century, especially with regard to environmental agendas, debates, and programs related to the energy transition. In this regard, China plays an indisputable role not only as a technological, political, and economic power, but also as a global emitter of GHGs—and particularly CO₂—and as a promoter of international governance. This proposal is built on initiatives, paradigms, and multilateral platforms designed to cooperate and coordinate actions aimed at  confronting  and  resolving  the  environmental  consequences  of  processes  of  growth  and  economic development, as well as to advance sustainable development and a peaceful, harmonious world. To this end, the chapter reviews China’s historical background on the environmental agenda, presents the main features of its energy matrix and emissions, analyzes the development–environment–energy triad characteristic of the country, and explores the main elements of China’s domestic and international environmental regime from Mao Zedong onward. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

This chapter analyzes the importance of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in the international system and its relevance for climate governance and the energy transition. 

The objective is to identify the main elements of China’s national and international climate policy, especially its antecedents, multilateral spaces, initiatives, and key concepts, as well as their connection to energy challenges. For this purpose, data are examined regarding the energy matrix and the characteristics of Chinese emissions— both of GHGs and CO₂—at the domestic and global levels. The chapter also explores and presents the link be-tween China’s economic development, environmental policies, and energy dependency. 

 

2. THE HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF THE LINK BETWEEN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL POLI-

CIES, AND ENERGY DEPENDENCY

In China, the link between the environment and human beings is not modern but dates back millennia. As early as the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dynasties (2100–256 BCE), studies were recorded on nature and its relationship to humanity, which later evolved to the identification of the first  environmental public policies in the twentieth century (Salamanca & Eschenhagen, 2007; Muldavin, 2000). 

The foundation of this process lies in Taoist philosophy, which characterizes Chinese society and assigns nature a sacred character, since in this tradition human happiness is found through the “harmonious integration of hu-man beings into nature” (Miranda Márquez, 2022:109). This would result in the first environmental public poli-cies in modern China in 1932 during the Guomindang government. However, two key events later defined the development of China’s contemporary environmental regime: “the creation of modern China in 1949 and the economic reforms of 1978” (Muldavin, 2000: 251). 

First, following the Chinese Revolution and the founding of the People’s Republic, Mao Zedong’s administration promoted measures to increase national productivity through processes such as the Five-Year Plans dedicated to heavy industry and the Great Leap Forward (1958–1962). Over time, however, and in the absence of environ-mental protection measures, this led to such a state of environmental deterioration that it created the need to 
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address it through policies and regulations (Shapiro, 2001; Sanders, 1999). 

Second, Mao’s death in 1976 marked the beginning of a new stage in China’s development. In 1978, under the leadership of Deng Xiaoping, the process of Reform and Opening-Up began, shifting the government’s focus from “class struggle” to “the Four Modernizations.” This program addressed agriculture, defense, industry, and science and technology: “One of the fundamental instruments of the program was to open the economy to foreign cap-ital, promote exports, and initiate its ambitious capture of knowledge and technologies generated by the most advanced economies” (Sevares, 2021: 57). 

As a result, greater freedom was granted to state-owned enterprises, private enterprises emerged, and industrial sector incentives were promoted. In rural areas, the system of people’s communes was replaced with family farming units. Special Economic Zones (SEZs) were also established to encourage foreign direct investment (FDI). To illustrate this process, it is worth recalling Deng Xiaoping’s well-known phrase: “It does not matter the color of the cat, what matters is that it catches mice,” referring to the socialist market economy system embodied in the process of reform and opening and the “Chinese miracle” of the 1980s and 1990s (Malena, 2000; Álvarez, 2023; Schultz, 2022). 

China’s  economic  growth  and  development  is  a  case  study  in  international  economics,  as  since  1978  China’s economy has exceeded all forecasts: “If from 1950 to 1978, China’s economic growth was similar to the world average, then from that point onward it has done nothing but surpass every projection, so that by 2007 GDP at current prices had multiplied by 75 compared to that of 1978” (Quiroga, 2009: 466). 

Thus, when analyzing the economic growth of the PRC from 1978 to 2020 (in annual GDP), it is found to have averaged 9.3 percent annually (World Bank, 2024). As a positive result of this process, China was able to signifi-cantly reduce poverty and raise the quality of life of its population: “Combating poverty in China was a priority: thanks to economic growth, improvements in the general standard of living allowed 300 million people to be lifted out of poverty” (Cesarín, 2007: 71). According to the World Bank, since 1978 more than 800 million people in China have escaped poverty (Restivo & Ng, 2020). 

Nevertheless, alongside economic growth and its benefits came the rising demand for energy and the pollution processes linked to industrialization, which increasingly strengthened the nexus between economic growth, in-dustrialization, and energy consumption (Briones Molina, 2023: 73). Among the environmental damages were: “Air pollution, depleted or contaminated soils, and poor water quality have characterized much of China’s terri-tory since the Reform and Opening-Up” (González, 2023). Perhaps the most striking negative impact is that what China achieved in three decades of economic progress took Western countries 100 years, but in 30 years China suffered the equivalent of a century’s worth of environmental damage (Yue, 2006). 

Regarding energy, until 1950 China’s supply and demand for energy were balanced, but by the 1960s it began to experience long-term shortages. By 1996, shortages exceeded 20 percent of total energy production, with the Asian financial crises of 1997 and 1998 serving only as mild mitigators. However, since 2000, the imbalance be-tween energy supply and demand has become critical: “In 2002, 12 provinces in China suffered slight electricity shortages. What was worse, in 2003, 21 provinces experienced energy shortages, and in 2004, the number of provinces reached 24 (...)” (Ou, Huang & Yao, 2016: 2). 

At the same time, the process initiated by Deng Xiaoping required the decentralization of policies and decision-making in order to implement the multiple reforms and modernizations across the country: “Since 1978, China has experienced a rapid shift toward economic growth, decentralization of power, industrialization, private en-terprise, and urbanization” (Glasson et al., 2005: 315). 

In this context, China’s energy matrix—highly dependent on coal—is crucial, as it is reflected both in the energy supply and in China’s domestic energy production. With regard to the former, it refers to “all energy produced or imported into a country, minus that which is exported or stored. It represents all the energy necessary to supply final users within the country” (IEA, 2024). 

As shown in Figure 1, according to data published by the International Energy Agency (IEA), in the period 2000– 2020, coal supplied 66.1% of China’s energy, followed by oil (17.9%), biofuels (6.1%), natural gas (4.6%), hydro-power (2.6%), nuclear (1.4%), and wind and solar (1.4%) (IEA, 2024). 
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FIGURE 1: TOTAL ENERGY SUPPLY OF CHINA (2000–2020) 
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Author’s elaboration based on data from the IEA (2024). 

 

With regard to domestic energy production in China, coal accounted for 73.7% during the period 2000–2020, as shown in Figure 2, followed by oil (9.2%), biofuels (6.9%), natural gas (3.9%), hydropower (3.1%), wind and solar (1.6%), and nuclear (1.6%) (IEA, 2024). 

FIGURE 2: DOMESTIC ENERGY PRODUCTION IN CHINA (2000–2020) 
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Author’s elaboration based on data from the IEA (2024). 

 

China’s  dependence  on  coal for  its  energy  matrix  is  also  reflected  in  the  characteristics  of  its  emissions.  This affects not only its domestic environmental policies but also its negotiations and commitments within the inter-national climate change regime, given that China’s emissions—and their exponential growth in recent years— can largely be explained by its coal-based energy matrix. 

In this regard, the energy transition takes on a central role in the PRC’s fight against climate change, since in order to reduce emissions, China must promote policies for the decarbonization of its energy mix, which would alter the nature of its CO₂ emissions. In the period 1990–2006, China was the second-largest emitter of CO₂ with 18.7%, while the United States ranked first with 28.9%. It is worth highlighting the increase in China’s CO₂ emis-sions during 1990–2006, as evidenced below in Figure 3, when China became the leading emitter in 2005, sur-passing the United States. 
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FIGURE 3 
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(Author’s elaboration based on processed data obtained from Climate Watch 2024). 

 

At the domestic level, in the same period (1990–2006), CO₂ accounted for 73% of China’s emissions, followed by CH₄, N₂O, and F-gases. Furthermore, CO₂ represented 91.67% of emissions from China’s energy sector during that period (Climate Watch, 2024). 

Subsequently, in the period 2007–2020, at the international level, the PRC was responsible for 23.5% of global emissions (in MtCO₂e 58), followed by the United States with 13% and India in third place with 6.4%. At the inter-national level, the key sector for emissions is energy, which accounts for 76.3% (in MtCO₂e), followed by agricul-ture with 12.1%, industrial processes with 5.6%, waste with 3.3%, and land use and forestry with 2.7% (Climate Watch, 2024). 

However, in terms of responsibility for such emissions, from a per capita perspective, China drops from being the first emitter (in absolute emissions by country) to eighth place with 8.2% of emissions59. The first seven are: the United States with 19.8%, South Korea with 12.9%, Russia with 12.6%, Iran with 10.8%, Japan with 10.1%, Brazil with 8.5%, and the EU with 8.3%. 

At the domestic level, four main GHGs are identified in China’s emissions: CO₂, CH₄, N₂O, and F-gases. CO₂ alone accounts for 83.6%, followed by CH₄ with 9.2%, N₂O with 4.9%, and F-gases with 2.1%. This is relevant since “the main human activity that emits CO₂ is the combustion of fossil fuels (coal, natural gas, and oil)”, with coal pro-duction being the principal activity in China (EPA, 2024). 

When analyzing CO₂ data among the main emitters during the period 2007–2020, China leads with 26.8%, fol-lowed by the United States with 14.4%, India with 5.9%, and Japan with 3.4%. Within China’s CO₂ emissions, the key sector is energy: in China, energy represented 92.5% of CO₂ emissions, while industrial processes accounted for 7.5% (Climate Watch, 2024). 

Compared  with  previous  data  from  1990–2006,  China  went  from  being  the  second-largest  CO₂  emitter  with 18.7% (1990–2006) to the first with 26.8% (2007–2020), and CO₂ emissions in the energy sector increased by 0.8% between the two periods (rising from 91.7% to 92.5%) (Climate Watch, 2024). 

Thus, the imperative demand for energy in China’s  development has a direct relationship with environmental 

 

58MtCO₂e: “The metric ton of carbon dioxide equivalent, or MtCO₂e. The unit ‘CO₂e’ represents a quantity of GHGs whose atmospheric impact has been standardized to that of a unit mass of carbon dioxide (CO₂), based on the global warming potential (GWP) of the gas” (EPA, 2014). 

59 The data on per capita emissions will be relevant for understanding the position of China and of multiple G77 countries regarding the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities within the framework of the UNFCCC. 
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degradation, due to the intensive use of fossil fuels. In recent years, there has been a deterioration in the living conditions of the Chinese population, particularly regarding environmental conditions and public health. Prior to 2007, complaints and protests about environmental issues were on the rise: “The atmosphere around pollution began to become more volatile in the mid-2000s, with an increase in complaints and protests about environmen-tal degradation. In addition, it has been found that letters sent to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) complaining about environmental problems increased from 100,000 to 400,000 between 1997 and 2002, and skyrocketed to more than 600,000 per year in 2006” (Isoaho, Goritz, & Goritz, Nicolai, 2016: 7). 

These developments were taken into account by the Chinese government, which came to understand that envi-ronmental degradation and its intrinsic link to fossil energy sources could have destabilizing effects on the polit-ical regime (Chen, 2012; Stensdal, 2012; Yuge & Sandhu, 2014). Consequently, from 2007 onward, China adopted decisions framed within the concept of Ecological Civilization, where the prior process of decentralization deep-ened and subnational governments also acquired greater prominence due to the emergence of the phenome-non: 

“Only in 2007 did subnational levels of government begin to be significantly involved in climate change (…) Moreover, from purely scientific research on climate conditions to more conventional energy improvements and carbon trading, there was a rapid increase in the complexity of climate change policies after 2007” (Stensdal, 2012: 4). 

 

3. REVIEW OF CHINA’S NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL REGIME

Although studies on the relationship between nature and human beings in China date back to the imperial era, the first public environmental policies were identified in the twentieth century. 

Mao’s government was marked by the need to increase productivity, which significantly boosted resource con-sumption in the absence of environmental considerations. Furthermore, as a planned economy, decisions aimed at developing the industrial base left no room to account for collateral effects such as environmental damage. Among the measures that had positive impacts on economic growth but negative ones in environmental terms were the following: under the First and Second Five-Year Plans (1953–1962), peasants were ordered to cultivate at maximum capacity without regard for soil or ecosystem conservation; wells were encouraged to be drilled without quality or safety standards through the Water Conservation Program; and, in order to increase agricul-tural and industrial productivity, drastic increases in pollution and deforestation occurred (Salamanca & Eschen-hagen, 2007). 

In this sense, during the Maoist period six main domestic environmental policy elements and one international measure were identified. The domestic policies were: 

a. The Institute for Mineral Resources of the Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences in 1956; b. The Regulations for the Protection of Mineral Resources of 1956; c. The Provisional State Program on Water and Soil Protection of 1957; d. The Governmental Group for Environmental Protection, which later became the National Environmental Pro-tection Agency in 1973; 

e. The First National Environmental Protection Conference in Beijing in 1973; and f. The Seven Rules to Protect and Improve the Environment in 1973. 

The international policy was China’s participation in the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972 (Muldavin, 2000; Salamanca & Eschenhagen, 2007; Liu, 2011). 

In the 1970s, the Chinese government began to recognize the environmental impacts resulting from industrial activity. The year 1972 marked a turning point, as two key events had significant repercussions for China’s do-mestic environmental policy: the red tide in Dalian Bay, which caused severe losses in shellfish production and water pollution, and the fish contamination in Beijing with high levels of toxic chemical substances. The latter event led the State Council, under the leadership of Zhou Enlai, to establish a professional investigative commit-tee to explain what had occurred and to prevent future cases (Salamanca & Eschenhagen, 2007). 

At the international level, China participated in the 1972 United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, which resulted in environmental issues beginning to be incorporated into economic planning and bureaucratic structures. This was evident, for example, in the establishment of a governmental group for environmental pro-tection, which later became the National Environmental Protection Agency, and, in 1998, the State Environmen-tal Protection Administration (NEPA) (Liu & Diamond, 2006). 
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Over the years, subsequent governments had to confront the challenges of the post-Mao era not only in political and economic terms but also environmental ones. To this end, they not only elaborated domestic policies but also engaged in the international arena, including within the UN. 

In this context, China’s most relevant environmental protection law to date emerged at the end of the 1970s: the Provisional Environmental Protection Law, promulgated in 1979 and later revised and officially adopted in 1989, represented a  significant step by the  Chinese state in taking responsibility on this issue (Glasson et al., 2005). 

At the constitutional level, when the current Constitution was drafted in 1982, Article 26 was incorporated, add-ing elements to the 1979 Provisional Law—particularly the diagnosis of problems beyond pollution and proposals for reforestation and forest protection:  “The State protects and improves the environment and the ecological environment, and prevents and eliminates environmental pollution and other public hazards. The State organizes and encourages afforestation and protects forests and trees.” (Constitution of China, 1982). 

A key event in the multilateral climate agenda occurred in 1992 at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, where the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was adopted. In 1997, the Kyoto Protocol was approved at the third Conference of the Parties (COP3) of the UNFCCC. Later, in 2015, the Paris Agreement became the second major implementation effort under the Convention, reinforcing the global response to this challenge.  Within  the  framework  of  China’s  growing  weight  in  multilateral  climate  change  negotiations,  it  is worth highlighting its role in the G77+China and the BASIC Group, both within the UNFCCC (Bueno, 2016). 

According to Hori and He (2020), China’s role in climate policy spheres is directly related to the energy transition, as its three main lines are: energy conservation, energy conversion, and industrial-scale conversion. Moreover, this greater weight in the international system is undeniably linked to emissions reduction policies (Octaviani, 2018) as well as domestic energy efficiency measures. In this sense, in recent years China has initiated a process of transforming its vision regarding the fight against climate change and the role of GHG emissions, shifting from a  problem  recognized  by  international  regimes  to  one  defined  as  a  domestic  development  necessity  (Zhang, 2015). This process has been complemented by the transformation of its legal culture, particularly since the re-form and opening period of the 1980s, which “introduced new values into China and the need to foster dialogue with the international community” (Staiano, 2016: 51). 

In this vein, Giaccaglia’s (2018) argument regarding China’s dual strategy is fundamental, as it maintains that China works both to reform political and economic institutions and to create new ones that reflect its growth and that of Global South countries. For this reason, it is essential to analyze not only forums such as the UN and the G20 but also the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and BRICS, which constitute relevant spaces for Chinese foreign policy and where China plays a leading role, as shown in Table 1. 

It is important to emphasize that the issue of responsibility in combating climate change has continuously been one of the main debates within the UNFCCC. Thus, the Paris Agreement  proposes a  design  that continues to respect the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities 60, as it builds on years of multilateral efforts and affirms that developed countries must lead climate action (Bueno, 2016). However, the international com-munity also understood the necessity of engaging the world’s main greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters. As a result, attention has focused not only on the United States or Europe but also on other actors such as China. Its role in the international system is explained by its share of global GHG emissions, its international leadership, and its status as a major power. 

At the international level, among multilateral efforts is the “Net Zero” initiative, adhered to by countries such as China, the United States, and the EU (UN, 2024). This initiative entails significantly reducing GHG emissions to reach as close as possible to net-zero levels, where remaining emissions can be reabsorbed by natural sinks, such as oceans and forests. In this regard, China had already proposed a reduction in coal production as early as 2005, achieving a series of results in this area: “Between 2006 and 2011 emissions were reduced, and efforts were made to control energy consumption, accompanied by an upgrade in industrial and technological structures” (Chen et 

 

60 Common but Differentiated Responsibilities: The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities has been a constitutive norm of global climate policy since its origins. It is an expression of the general principles of equity in international law, which evolved from the notion of the “common heritage of humankind.” It combines the recognition of the need to protect a global public good such as the environment with the historical differences in the contributions of developed and developing states to global environmental problems, as well as the differences in their respective economic and technical capacities to address these problems (CISDL, 2002; Kurt Kiessling, 2018). Available at 

https://revistas.flacsoandes.edu.ec/letrasverdes/article/view/3663/2568  
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al., 2023). 

To advance its efforts, China has designed a development paradigm characterized by two fundamental concepts: Ecological Civilization (EC) and the Community of Shared Future for Mankind (CSFM), both linked to the world in transition after the 2008 crisis (Schulz & Staiano, 2022). 

According to Defelipe (2022), EC appeared in 2007 at the 17th National  Congress of the Communist  Party of China (Castrillón, 2020) and was incorporated into the Chinese Constitution in 2018 (Schulz, 2024). It refers to “China’s commitment to global environmental issues, as a way of restoring cooperation and stability in the inter-national order.” However, beyond socio-environmental motivations, it also carries economic-financial drivers, since “the construction of a global ecological civilization requires a network of infrastructures, trade, financial integration, and renewable energy technology, which could originate in China” (Defelipe, 2022). It can be under-stood as a national development paradigm that gained particular strength under President Xi’s leadership, having been enshrined in the Communist Party Constitution in 2012. 

The second concept, the notion of the Community of Shared Future for Mankind, or 人类命运共同体 (Rénlèi mìngyùn gòngtóngtǐ), introduced by Xi Jinping in 2011, is based on political, economic, security, cultural, and environmental dimensions. It is situated within the debate on the shift of power toward Asia and the restructur-ing of international power, which in turn “entails the possibility of redesigning the institutions of global govern-ance and the principles and values that should guide global institutions” (Staiano & Schulz, 2022: 87, 99). 

Furthermore, 2013 marked a fundamental milestone not only for China but also for the international system: the launch of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Through this initiative, China sought to build a common destiny for humankind  by  achieving  five  goals:  policy  coordination,  cross-border  infrastructure  connectivity,  unimpeded trade, financial integration, and people-to-people ties (FOEI, 2020). In this sense, the New Silk Road, or Belt and Road Initiative, is a geopolitical strategy of the PRC based on connectivity power through energy, transportation, and communication projects (Goh & Reilly, 2017). In this way, China seeks to transfer its development logic to global governance, while also attempting to provide global public goods through the BRI (Feiteng, 2017: 30). 

Some authors argue that the BRI is composed of land, maritime, polar, and digital corridors, as its objective is to connect China with the world. Moreover, the BRI also aims to expand the international use of the renminbi and to overcome the financial challenges currently facing China (Azañedo Terceño, 2021). It is important to note that in recent years other components have been added to the BRI. Among them, during COVID-19 the Health Silk Road was launched, with China emerging as one of the leading powers in vaccine production and distribution during  the  pandemic,  alongside  the  Green  Silk  Road:  “Today,  the  concept  of  the  ‘Silk  Road’  has  expanded  to encompass  dimensions  of  connectivity  not  necessarily  physical:  hence  the  references  to  a  Digital  Silk  Road,  a Green Silk Road, a Health Silk Road, among other alternatives” (Conconi & Schulz, 2022). 

 

TABLE 1: ELEMENTS OF CHINA’S INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE POLICY: MULTILATERAL SPACES, INITIATIVES, AND KEY CONCEPTS (AU-THOR ’S ELABORATION). 

Multilateral Spaces (International         Initiatives            Concepts / Paradigms Organizations & Forums) 

United Nations (UN) – UNFCCC           Belt and Road Ini-   Community of Shared Future 

tiative (BRI)           for Mankind 

G20                                  –                  Ecological Civilization 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization       –                    – (SCO) 

BRICS                                   –                    – 

 

As previously mentioned, in the multilateral sphere in which the PRC participates, in addition to the United Na-tions and the UNFCCC, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the G20 and BRICS forums are also relevant. Within the context of the power shift toward Asia and the geopolitical tensions in which the PRC is involved, it is vitally important to analyze Asian or Global South cooperation platforms, which are also a funda-mental part of the BRI. 

The SCO originated in 2001 as an international organization whose objectives include: “encourage the effective 
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cooperation between the Member States in such spheres as politics, trade, economy, science and technology, culture, education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection, etc.” (SCO, 2017). It is  evident  that environmental protection and energy are two of the thematic axes it seeks to address. 

Meanwhile, regarding the BRICS forum, according to Ma Tao of the Institute of World Economics and Politics at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and Chen Xi of the Beijing Academy of Science and Technology, energy cooperation is fundamental and is linked to the low-carbon economy and sustainable development: 

“Energy is one of the important areas where the BRICS countries can work together to achieve practical results. Multilateral strategic cooperation on energy governance policy among the BRICS countries has assumed increas-ing urgency, with their collective share in the global energy market – and hence their importance – rising (…) the BRICS countries are paying more and more attention to promoting low-carbon economy and sustainable devel-opment” (2022:118). 

For China, energy supply, combined with the consequences of climate change—such as coastal flooding, coastal erosion, saltwater intrusion, and poor air quality—creates the need for a new energy transition (World Bank, 2022). The energy challenges facing China’s development generate an urgent need to transition, reinforced by the economic opportunities arising from the green market. Savings and efficiency alone are not sufficient, and therefore the country seeks a more sustainable model of energy supply. According to the World Resources Insti-tute, the energy sector produces the largest share of GHG emissions (Ge et al., 2021). 

The Ecological Civilization envisioned by China entails environmental challenges and technological solutions, re-quiring massive doses of investment and information (Defelipe, 2022). According to Roca (2023):  “Maximizing the deployment of solar and wind energy, complemented by specific additions of energy storage, nuclear power, and carbon capture and storage (CCS) for thermal power plants” is the most feasible strategy for China to decar-bonize its energy supply. 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS

The development–environment–energy triad has been present throughout China’s historical trajectory. Among the challenges facing China in the twenty-first century as a result of its economic growth are an ever-increasing demand for natural and energy resources; high levels of pollution, which have created a growing need for envi-ronmental policies; and decentralization. 

In this context, China’s pursuit of an energy transition toward a low-carbon economy is driven by the need to adopt  environmental mitigation policies to reduce emissions, by its acute dependence on fossil fuels, and by environmental pollution and its consequences for the population. 

The main antecedents of environmental studies can be traced back to the imperial era, with increasingly devel-oped public environmental policies appearing from Mao’s government onward, largely in response to the press-ing need to address the consequences of industrialization and rapid economic growth stemming from key policies such as the Great Leap Forward and the Reform and Opening-Up process. 

In this regard, the concepts of Ecological Civilization and the Community of Shared Future for Mankind are gifts that China offers to the international community, serving as paradigms and international guidelines for cooper-ation and sustainable development, harmonizing productive and developmental logics with environmental stew-ardship. 

At the same time, China brings these proposals to multiple multilateral platforms, both Western and Asian, in-cluding international organizations such as the United Nations and the SCO, as well as forums such as BRICS+ and the G20. This enables China to offer an expanded institutional alternative for environmental regimes. Likewise, initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) illustrate its international articulation through proposals for cooperation and financing and a broad and current agenda ranging from infrastructure and digital matters to environmental issues. 

China  not  only respects and protects the environment  but  also offers international  tools and alternatives for cooperation and development. This is due not only to its international leadership but also to its awareness of the consequences of its accelerated growth which, as Yue (2006) points out, caused China to suffer in 30 years what the West experienced over a century. The decisions China has taken in the twenty-first century demonstrate its increasing awareness of this issue not only for itself but also for the international system, since environmental consequences do not respect borders. 
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BUILDING A GLOCAL COMMUNITY WITH A SHARED FUTURE FOR MANKIND:

SMART CITIES AND SUBNATIONAL COOPERATION,

UNDER THE LEGAL DIMENSION OF TWINNING TOWNS RELATIONS . 
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Abstract:  This  article  reflects  on  the  projection  of  intercultural  policies  for  development 62,  with  particular emphasis on the promotion of twinning town relations as appropriate instruments of cooperation to strengthen human  capital,  foster  sustainable  development,  and  deepen  the  strategic  partnership  between  the  People’s Republic of China and the Argentine Republic. It examines the normative and doctrinal framework underpinning these policies and proposes a comparative analysis between Hangzhou’s Future Sci-Tech City (with its Dream Town)  and  the  innovation  ecosystem  developed  in  Argentina  by  the  Mar  del  Plata  Information  and Communication Technology Association (ATICMA). It also analyzes the various subnational twinning agreements concluded in recent years across Argentina’s main regions. Through this study, it is argued that the projection of intercultural policies aimed at  sustainable development  requires the articulation of legal  norms, principles of international  cooperation,  sustainable  urbanization  plans,  and  concrete  actions  of  technological  and  cultural exchange,  in  order  to  ensure  a  comprehensive  strategic  partnership  of  mutual  benefit  and  intergenerational significance. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Intercultural cooperation is essential to strengthening human capital and contributing to national development. Within this framework, twinning relations 63 between different cities around the world are of primary importance for the creation of intercultural ties and policies that include coordination mechanisms for the establishment of municipal development plans and training actions. 

City twinning has become a mechanism of international cooperation endowed with exceptional value. For the United Nations (UN), this instrument enables populations as a whole—not only their authorities—to establish lasting links and benefit from the direct transfer of knowledge, technical assistance, and cultural enrichment 64. 

From a legal-institutional perspective, twinning requires analysis of its framework under international law (UNGA Resolution  A/RES/2861  (XXVI),  1971),  in  the  doctrine  of  decentralized  cooperation  recognized  by  ECLAC,  and 

 

61 Romina Manzo is attorney and proffesor, specializing in Chinese Studies from the National University of La Plata (UNLP) and Legal Tech-nology for the University of Buenos Aires (UBA). She is a research assistant and member of the Center for Chinese Studies (CECHINO), Institute of International Relations (IRI) - UNLP and The Center for Research in International Law and Regional Integration (CIDIIR) at the National University of Mar del Plata (UNMDP). 

62 Cultural policies and measures: Policies and measures relating to culture, whether at the local, national, regional or international level, that are focused on culture as such, or whose purpose is to have a direct effect on the cultural expressions of individuals, groups or socie-ties, in the creation, production, dissemination, distribution and access to their cultural activities, goods and services. Source: Article 4.6 of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. Available at: http://www.unesco.org/new/es/cul-ture/themes/cultural-diversity/cultural-expressions/the-convention/glossary/ 

63 City twinning is a cooperation mechanism of exceptional value, because it brings into contact, between countries, not only local leaders but entire populations. When carried out between cities of industrialized countries and those of developing countries, twinning adds to the intellectual and moral enrichment of the parties a technical and material contribution—sometimes considerable—in favor of growing cities, directly usable, without administrative costs, and without undermining the spirit of equality between the parties. The international cooper-ation of local communities can play an important role in the union of peoples. Source: United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2861 (XXVI),  adopted  in  December  1971,  “Town  Twinning  as  a  Means  of  International  Cooperation.”  Available  at:  https://un-docs.org/es/A/RES/2861%28XXVI%29 

64 United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2861 (XXVI) (1971), Town Twinning as a Means of International Cooperation. Available at: https://undocs.org/es/A/RES/2861(XXVI) 
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within the provisions of the Argentine Constitution (Art. 124 CN). Argentine scholarship [Staiano, Bogado Bor-dazar, 2016] has emphasized that this attribution does not amount to a parallel diplomacy but rather to a com-plementary modality at the service of local sustainable development. Likewise, reports such as Urban China by the  World  Bank  and  UNESCO’s  Hangzhou  Declaration  reinforce  the  value  of  twinning  as  instruments  to strengthen international commitments in concrete urban and cultural policies. 

This article seeks to describe and advance a series of approaches regarding the projection of intercultural policies for development, based on the strengthening of subnational actors’ relationship strategies between the People’s Republic of China and the Argentine Republic, in pursuit of the implementation and promotion of objectives of intergenerational significance and mutual understanding between both nations. 

The trajectory over 53 years of diplomatic relations between Argentina and China demonstrates a steadily grow-ing level of subnational cooperation, albeit with significant challenges. The initial strategic ties under this mech-anism  took  shape  during  the  1980s  and  1990s,  when  provincial  actors  in  both  States began  to  enjoy  greater autonomy, dynamism, and international management strategies. A key factor for Argentina was the 1994 con-stitutional  reform,  which  in  Article  124  granted  Argentine  provinces  the  authority  to  conclude  international agreements. From that point onward, the convergence of formally established subnational ties would become part of the international agenda between both nations. 

Against this backdrop, this article seeks to describe and project intercultural policies that foster sustainable de-velopment through Sino-Argentine twinning. It begins with a review of the normative framework and doctrinal principles underpinning cultural and environmental cooperation (Agenda 2030, Hangzhou Declaration, and the PRC’s principles of economic assistance), followed by an analysis of sustainability and intercultural cooperation considering China’s leadership in the green economy and sustainable development. 

Subsequently, it presents a comparative case study between Dream Town, an enclave of Hangzhou’s Future Sci-Tech City, and the innovative ecosystem promoted by ATICMA in Mar del Plata. Finally, it systematizes recent experiences of subnational twinning across Argentina’s different regions, highlighting their achievements and challenges. The discussion integrates these dimensions and concludes with proposals aimed at strengthening the comprehensive strategic partnership between both States. 

 

2. SUSTAINABILITY AND INTERCULTURAL COOPERATION: CHINA’S STRATEGIC ROLE

First, the term sustainability carries significant implications in the integration of practices, experiences, and pro-posals that characterize the People’s Republic of China and its progressive contributions toward the creation of a community of shared future for humankind. Values such as respect and mutual assistance underpin its vision of establishing a new global order based on solidarity, enabling the transmission of knowledge to future genera-tions. The political actions and decisions undertaken in recent decades demonstrate the commitment of Chinese cities striving to become culturally sustainable, contributing to the projection, implementation, and balance of objectives of collaborative and intergenerational significance. 

Over the last decades, the increasing importance and growing prominence of the People’s Republic of China on the world stage has implied a strong degree of political influence across different regions, now reflected in what may be considered evidence of a new framework of interaction in international relations among States. 

The concept  of  sustainability  entails harmonizing economic growth  with environmental protection and social equity. In Chinese discourse,  the construction of an ecological civilization has been prioritized  as State policy since 2007 and is linked to the notion of a community of shared future for humankind. The PRC has adopted climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies through Five-Year Plans and White Papers that promote a balance between emission reduction and technological development 65. Sustainable Development Goal 11 (Sus-tainable Cities and Communities), the promotion of universal access to culture and education, and the protection of cultural diversity reinforce the integral character of sustainability 66. 

Intercultural cooperation functions as an instrument for strengthening human capital and energizing local econ-omies through the exchange of experiences, training, and technology transfer. Culture—recognized as the fourth 

 

65 White Paper: China’s Policies and Actions for Addressing Climate Change. People’s Republic of China, November 22, 2011. 

66 Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 22 September 2010 (65/1), Keeping the Promise: United to Achieve the Millennium De-velopment Goals. Available at: https://undocs.org/es/A/RES/65/1 
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pillar of sustainable development—acts as a driver that stimulates creativity, innovation, and well-being. An ed-ucation oriented toward cultural diversity and intergenerational dialogue is indispensable to achieve inclusive and resilient societies. These principles are embedded within the PRC’s international strategy, which, through programs under the Belt and Road Initiative and the Eight Principles of Economic Aid, promotes equitable part-nerships that respect sovereignty and seek concrete results 67. 

The integration of environmental issues into the global agenda has entailed the creation of new scenarios and actors shaping trends and generating mechanisms of transition toward the redistribution of global power. The international climate architecture has been equipped with common spaces through forums and alliances that gave rise to new levels of State interaction. It is within this context that actors such as China have positioned themselves as leaders in an area involving the international community as a whole, thereby reshaping both the structure and the dynamics of the international system. 

Following the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, policies aligned with internationally established objectives have been developed across all provinces, autonomous regions, and centrally adminis-tered municipalities, each designing its own local response plans, thereby entering a stage of comprehensive organization. Relevant  departments have successively issued action plans and  work projects in areas such as marine, meteorological, and ecological protection [Viola, Franchini & Ribeiro, 2012, p. 22]. 

These actions and subsequent measures—within the framework of action plans—outline the PRC’s leading role in  this  field,  having  assumed  in  recent  years  unprecedented  leadership  in  international  climate  negotiations. Achievements are evidenced by progress in meeting sustainable development goals and by its firm defense of pluralism and the international system 68. 

Secondly, it is important to highlight the value of intercultural cooperation, which is fundamental to strengthen-ing human capital and contributing to national development by stimulating economic growth through local pol-icies centered on sustainable development. 

Culture, whose importance for sustainable human development has been declared by the United Nations 69, cur-rently  occupies  a  strategic  place  on  the  international  agenda,  serving  as  a  pillar  in  addressing  the  economic, social, and environmental challenges faced by contemporary societies. Its value as a driver of development is evident in providing the social foundations that stimulate creativity, innovation, human progress, and individual well-being. 

In this regard, it was in 2007 that China first proposed the construction of an ecological civilization, thereby in-corporating the concept of sustainable development. Since then, it has advanced its actions, proposals, and pro-jections, as well as defending these initiatives. Governance and management policies in this area have charac-terized its practices and experiences, which it has shared with the rest of the world 70. 

Among its most notable policies and achievements are its global plans and pilot projects in key areas, highlighting oversight, accountability, and balance in natural resource management. These areas have produced improve-ments in eight key aspects of economic growth, social development, and environmental protection: natural re-source property rights, exploitation and protection of national territorial space, spatial planning, general man-agement and frugal use of resources, ecological compensation, environmental governance and ecological pro-tection markets, evaluation and valuation of ecological civilization, and corresponding accountability. 

President Xi Jinping has consistently emphasized, over the years, the pursuit of sustainable development and the creation of a prosperous world. He has highlighted its role as a “golden key” to solving current global challenges, including the joint creation of an open and pluralistic world economy. He has advocated building a happy, inclu-sive, and mutually beneficial society—fundamental to aspire to a harmonious place where humanity and nature 

 

67 Suraski, J. L. (2014), op. cit., p. 85. 

68  White  Paper:  Policies  and  Actions  of  China  to  Address  Climate  Change.  People’s  Republic  of  China,  November  22,  2011.  Available  at: http://cu.chineseembassy.org/esp/zt/qhbhxxwt/t996975.htm 

69 We also recognize the diversity of the world and that all cultures and civilizations contribute to the enrichment of humanity. We emphasize the importance of culture for development and its contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Source: Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 22 September 2010 (65/1), Keeping the Promise: United to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals. Available at: https://undocs.org/es/A/RES/65/1 

70 Zhang, H. (2017, December 5). Ecological Civilization and Sustainable Development. Available at: http://www.chinatoday.com.cn/eng-lish/index.htm 
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coexist. To this end, the China Program envisions opening a new path toward sustainable development 71. 

Chinese cooperation is characterized by adherence to principles embodied in a 1964 document that remains fully valid to this day: the Eight Principles for Economic Aid and Technical Assistance to Third World Countries 72. These axiological pillars have not been modified but rather expanded and supplemented, demonstrating the stability and consistency of State policies. 

The cooperation proposed by China delineates a clear alternative strategy to the existing international institu-tional architecture, focusing mainly on supporting the modernization and progress of developing countries. As an emerging world leader, it aids other States while fulfilling its international obligations, adhering to principles of equity and mutual benefit, pursuing substantive results, and promoting solidarity-based integration founded on common values73. China approaches relations with other States based on reciprocity standards, from a stra-tegic position, through the establishment and development of a comprehensive cooperation partnership char-acterized by equality, mutual benefit, and shared development. 

 

3. CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

In the Argentine case, the enshrinement of fundamental principles related to sustainable human development materialized with the 1994 constitutional reform. This reform not only incorporated collective rights and third generation rights, but also introduced a set of guiding principles reflecting the growing influence of international human rights law, environmental law, and the principle of progressive development. In doing so, it contributed to the consolidation of a new social and environmental constitutionalism oriented toward equity, democratic participation, and intergenerational sustainability 74. 

The reform affirmed the right and duty of all inhabitants to enjoy “a healthy and balanced environment, suitable for human development  and for productive activities to meet  present  needs without  compromising those of future generations,” thereby incorporating the concept of sustainable development and confirming the “polluter pays” principle (Art. 41)75. The second paragraph of the same provision establishes the obligation of the State to protect  this  right  and  further  recognizes  its  specific  implications:  “the  rational  use  of  natural  resources,  the preservation of natural and cultural heritage, the protection of biological diversity, and the rights of access to environmental information and education.” 

To achieve these objectives, the National Constitution establishes a scheme of concurrent competences in envi-ronmental matters between the Nation and the Provinces. These are distributed in such a way that the Nation is responsible for setting “minimum standards” (Art. 41, third paragraph), while the provinces are empowered to enact complementary rules. This model of cooperative environmental federalism ensures that the Nation sets a basic normative floor that the provinces may extend but not reduce, thereby respecting local autonomy while maintaining national environmental unity 76. 

Consistent with the federalist spirit already enshrined and entrenched in the Argentine State, the 1994 Constitu-tion reaffirmed the original ownership of the provinces over their natural resources,  while distinguishing the 

 

71 Xin Hua Spanish. (2019, June 8). Xi emphasizes in SPIEF that sustainable development is a “golden key” to solve global problems. Available at: http://spanish.xinhuanet.com/2019-06/08/c_138125143.htm 

72 Surasky, J. (2014). The Institutional Management of International Development Cooperation Offered by the People’s Republic of China: Seeking Clarity in a Strong Voice. In M. F. Staiano (Coord.), The Legal System of the People’s Republic of China within the Framework of International Law: Family Planning, Migration and Cooperation. La Plata: Institute of International Relations and Confucius Institute, National University of La Plata. Cited in Studies on the People’s Republic of China: International Relations and Domestic Politics (2016), Faculty of Legal and Social Sciences, National University of La Plata. 

73 Suraski, J. L. (2014). The Institutional Management of International Development Cooperation Offered by the People’s Republic of China: Seeking Clarity in a Strong Voice. La Plata: National University of La Plata, p. 85. 

74  Cafferatta,  N.  A.  (2016,  April  22).  Environmental  Law  Protects Not  Only  Natural  Heritage  but  Also  Cultural  Heritage.  Misiones  OnLine. Available  at:  https://misionesonline.net/2016/04/22/nestor-cafferatta-el-derecho-ambiental-no-solo-protege-el-patrimonio-natural-sino-tambien-el-cultural/?utm_source=chatgpt.com 

75 Constitution of the Argentine Nation, enacted on December 15, 1994. Promulgated on January 3, 1995. Available at: https://servicios.in-foleg.gob.ar/infolegInternet/anexos/0-4999/804/norma.htm 

76 Cafferatta, N. A. (2004). Introduction to Environmental Law. Secretariat  of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT); National Institute of Ecology (INE); United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). ISBN: 968-817-682-6. 
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regulation of environmental protection through the enactment of minimum standards by the Nation 77. In this way, a system of competences is established in which the National State plays a fundamental role in projecting public policies aimed at environmental sustainability, without prejudice to the original ownership of resources recognized by the Constitution in favor of the provinces. 

The management and rational use of these resources, the preservation of natural and cultural heritage, the con-servation of biological diversity, and access to information and environmental education converge in spaces of coordination and agreement among the different levels of government. These processes enable coherent and effective federal environmental planning. Examples of this framework include the enactment of the General En-vironmental Law No. 25,675, the Native Forests Law No. 26,331, the Glaciers Law No. 26,639, and the Compre-hensive Environmental Education Law No. 27,621. 

Aligned with this paradigm, the constitutional reform also introduced an innovative clause regarding the inter-national cooperation of local governments. Article 124 of the Argentine National Constitution expressly recog-nizes that “provinces may enter into international agreements provided that they are not incompatible with the Nation’s foreign policy and do not affect powers delegated to the Federal Government.” This provision estab-lishes a normative space which, although not constituting parallel diplomacy, does create a complementary in-strument  of subnational international action aimed at sustainable human development  and the international insertion of Argentine regions. 

From a functional perspective, the constitutional provision empowers provinces to become legal actors in de-centralized  cooperation,  channeling  agreements  that  contribute  to  the  strengthening  of  human  capital,  the transfer  of  knowledge,  and  the  sustainable  management  of  natural  resources.  In  this  way,  Article  124  CN  is closely linked with Article 41 CN, together forming a normative binomial that integrates environmental protec-tion and sustainable development with subnational international action under a scheme of concurrent and com-plementary competences. These tools strengthen the notion of active citizenship and are linked to environmen-tal governance and the principle of intergenerational equity, as they open institutional channels for civil society to participate in the construction of sustainable public policies at all political-administrative levels. 

Several scholars have argued that these constitutional mechanisms should not be analyzed in isolation but rather integrated within a broader framework of democratic expansion and the strengthening of collective rights 78. 

 

4. TOWARDS A SINO-ARGENTINE EXCHANGE MODEL

Analyzing the projection of intercultural policies that promote integration and technological, scientific, and cul-tural exchange in terms of sustainable cultural and economic development entails encouraging the exchange of cultural patterns, policies, and experiences aimed at strengthening and fostering intercultural and intergenera-tional dialogue. In this way, part of the objectives set by the United Nations are fulfilled, including “Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development.” 

During the nineteenth century, Sino-Argentine cooperation deepened in the subnational  diplomatic, cultural, and commercial spheres. New local actors, particularly municipalities, began to implement international man-agement policies and to generate state capacity in processes of internationalization [Araya & Herrero, 2015]. 

It is also worth highlighting the subregional - particularly provincial - framework for incorporating international financing mechanisms that promote the development of local interests in key productive and economic sectors. The need for strategies and practices of coordination among subnational actors requires the projection of inter-cultural policies for development, aimed at strengthening cultural and technical training to better understand the scope and measure the benefits of their implementation. An evaluative analysis of the role of sister cities, as meeting points for the exchange of experiences and mutual understanding, would encourage the progressive development  of  the  Comprehensive  Strategic  Partnership  that  has  bound  both  States  since  2014,  and  which explicitly provides for such promotion. 

The main experiences recorded in recent years may be summarized as follows: 

 

77 Nonna, S. (2017). Environmental Protection: Constitutional Framework and Minimum Standards in Argentina.  Anales de la Facultad de Ciencias Jurídicas y Sociales, UNLP, 14(47). Electronic ISSN: 2591-6386. 

78 Bidart Campos, G. J. (1995). The Law of the Constitution and Its Normative Force. Ediar. Available at: http://aadconst.org.ar/revistadig-ital/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Jimenez_Bidart_Campos.pdf 
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a. Cuyo region, Mendoza - Mianyang. In 2022, the city of Mendoza signed a memorandum of understanding with the  Chinese  city  of  Mianyang  to  promote  a  future  twinning.  The  agreement  includes  cooperation  in  science, technology, tourism, economy, and trade, with special emphasis on information exchange and the fostering of friendship  between  peoples.  Likewise,  Mendoza  and  the municipality  of  Pingxiang  (Jiangxi  Province)  initiated conversations to twin the Aconcagua Provincial Park with Mount Wugong, aimed at the sustainable management of scenic areas. 

b. Central region, Córdoba - Hangzhou. In September 2021, the twinning between the city of Córdoba and Hang-zhou, capital of Zhejiang, was formalized. Hangzhou stands out for its digital economy and cutting-edge techno-logical industries. The agreement covers exchanges in trade, science and technology, education, tourism, sports, and urban management. 

c. Patagonia region, Ushuaia - Shaoxing. In 2019, the city of Ushuaia signed an agreement of development and friendly exchange with Shaoxing (Zhejiang), aimed at encouraging joint projects and establishing the basis for a future  twinning.  Areas  of  cooperation  include  tourism,  culture,  environmental  management,  and  investment promotion. 

d. Northeastern Argentina (NEA) region, Chaco - Henan. In December 2021, the Province of Chaco signed a twin-ning agreement  with Henan Province to strengthen bilateral ties within the framework of the Provincial Plan 2030. The agreement seeks to increase exports, promote industrial, tourism, and educational development, and encourage exchanges in economy, health, science, and urban administration. It falls within Argentina’s foreign ministry strategy of linking Chinese and Argentine provinces. 

e. Northwestern Argentina (NOA) Region, La Rioja - Shenzhen / Chongqing / Shijiazhuang. Since 2019, the Prov-ince of La Rioja  has entered into several memoranda  of understanding with Chinese cities: with Shenzhen to encourage investment, university exchange, and scholarships; with Chongqing in 2021; and with Shijiazhuang in 2023 to strengthen friendship and access training in renewable energy and sports. 

Salta–Xuzhou. In June 2021, the twinning between Salta and Xuzhou was formalized, following several years of academic, cultural, and governmental cooperation. Activities included joint projects between the Catholic Uni-versity of Salta and the University of Mining and Technology of Xuzhou, cultural exhibitions, and official visits. 

f. Metropolitan Area of Buenos Aires (AMBA), Buenos Aires - Beijing. In June 2023, the thirtieth anniversary of the twinning between Buenos Aires and Beijing was commemorated. This partnership has enabled broad cul-tural,  economic,  and  social  exchanges,  including  exhibitions,  performances,  and  joint  events  that  strengthen friendship between the two capitals. 

These  experiences  demonstrate  the  diversity  of  themes  (science  and  technology,  tourism,  education,  trade, sports) and modalities of cooperation that subnational twinnings offer. However, several scholars note that the effective implementation of these agreements presents challenges, including policy continuity, interinstitutional coordination, and the evaluation of medium- and long-term results [Araya & Herrero, 2015]. The projection of intercultural policies must therefore incorporate monitoring mechanisms and coordination among different lev-els of government to ensure the sustainability of these ties. 

 

5. PROJECTION OF SUSTAINABILITY MODELS BASED ON LOCAL EXPERIENCES

The contrast between the scale and consolidation of Dream Town and the regional approach of ATICMA reveals opportunities for complementarity. While Hangzhou operates as a laboratory of smart urbanization with robust state support, the experience of Mar del Plata demonstrates the potential of intermediate Argentine cities to develop green economies grounded in innovation and technology. 

 

5.1. Hangzhou Dream Town, People’s Republic of China 

Dream Town is envisioned as a Smart City model79 within the framework of policies aimed at promoting sustain-

 

79 It is primarily defined by the convergence of two main lines of research: first, “digital cities,” conceived as open spaces where ubiquitous computer systems are integrated into the city’s “hardware” (i.e., telecommunications networks, digital control of public utilities, public space sensors) to monitor and manage urban flows and processes, as well as where mobile computing (i.e., smartphones) can generate data on their users and the urban environment. Such information, often produced in large datasets (big data), is then compiled, analyzed, and inte-grated with the promise of leading to a better understanding of the city and, consequently, informing effective public policies. Wolfram, M. 
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able urban development. It is an Internet-based industry cluster designed to provide an innovative and sustain-able growth model for China’s economic structure. 

Located in the northwest of Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, it covers a total area of 3.47 square kilometers and was founded in April 2015. Its structure incorporates several historic buildings, preserving existing farmland and the river in its design, while creating a new fluvial network. A pedestrian corridor links key nodes, thereby ensur-ing environmental protection. 

Dream Town is part of the Zhejiang Hangzhou Future Sci-Tech City (FTSC) project, a science and technology in-novation area launched in 2010 in the western part of Hangzhou, with a planned core area of 123 square kilo-meters, under a national pilot plan. The objective of the FTSC is to promote scientific and technological develop-ment at the regional level of the city and to serve as a national model for innovation-driven urbanization 80. It hosts not only large corporations such as Alibaba and China Telecom, but also small and medium-sized enter-prises, thus enabling opportunities for exchange and growth, and ensuring the development of emerging busi-nesses and projects. 

Within this framework, assistance and the creation of support networks are fundamental. Incubators provide business-related financial support such as seed investment, business planning, and connections with other start-ups and external entities.  Dream  Town also embodies a  strategic urbanization approach aimed at promoting sustainable economic development at both local and regional levels. 

Since the introduction of the reform and opening-up period in the late 1970s, China’s urbanization process has accelerated, thereby contributing to social and economic  progress. With the domestic  urban population pro-jected to surpass one billion by 2030, Chinese cities are expected to play an increasingly critical role in the coun-try’s future trajectory [World Bank & Development Research Center of the State Council of the PRC, 2014]. 

Urbanization is one of the most significant objectives of the central government’s policy, as reflected in the Thir-teenth Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social Development (2016–2020) 81, which outlines the country’s strategic intentions and principal objectives regarding its cities (Part  XIII: New Urbanization, Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, 2016). 

Dream Town is proposed as an architectural design solution that encourages the creation of urban spaces where environmental protection is prioritized. It ensures access to essential environmental goods and services for the sustenance of communities, guaranteeing greater protection and more sustainable use of biological and cultural diversity. At the same time, scientific knowledge and traditional skills are respected and integrated 82. 

This project forms part of a national plan known as the “National Sustainable Development Strategy.” Within this framework, the principles and strategies to be pursued were established, the main ones being: 

a. Policies are shaped within the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities (Binary Worldview en-shrined in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change – UNFCCC). 

b. A constant balance must be maintained between adaptation and mitigation commitments. While greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced, adaptation to the new climate reality must also be fostered. 

c. Technology development will be encouraged to achieve adaptation to this reality. This requires a technological revolution capable of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

d. Active participation in international forums related to this issue. 

 

(2012). Deconstructing Smart Cities: An Intertextual Reading of Concepts and Practices for Integrated Urban and ICT Development. In Pro-ceedings of the 17th International Conference REAL CORP 2012 on Urban Planning and Regional Development in the Information Society: Re-mixing the City – Towards Sustainability and Resilience (pp. 171–181). 

80 Argyiou, I. (n.d.). Planning the Smart City in China: Key Policy Issues and the Case of Dream Town in the City of Hangzhou. French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS), Paris, France, p. 4. 

81 The thirteenth five-year plan of economic and social development of China delineates the new perspective of the country, Ministry of Commerce  of  the  People's  Republic  of  China,  11/  02/  2015.  On  the  internet:  http://spanish.mofcom.gov.cn/article/reportajeexte-rior/201511/20151101152203.shtml 

82  The  Hangzhou Declaration: Placing  Culture  at  the  Heart  of  Sustainable  Development  Policies,  Hangzhou International  Congress  China, Adopted in Hangzhou, People's Republic of China, 17/ 05/ 2013. On the internet: http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/ MULTIMEDIA / HQ / CLT / images /FinalHangzhouDeclaration20130517.pdf 
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As a  corollary, China has refined its legal and regulatory systems, improved administrative regimes and labor mechanisms for addressing climate change, enhanced statistical and accounting methods, and raised the level of scientific, technological, and policy research, while also strengthening education and training in this field 83. 

 

5.2. Information and Communication Technology Association (ATICMA), Mar del Plata, Argentina 

ATICMA 84 is an association that brings together professionals, entrepreneurs, companies, and universities from the ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) sector in the city of Mar del Plata and the surrounding area, in Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. 

Its  mission  is  to  promote  creativity  and  smart  innovation  through  technology  in  order  to  foster  the  sector’s growth  and  development.  Its  primary  objective  is  to  enhance  competitiveness,  encourage  the  creation  of knowledge-based industries, and promote sustainable growth through joint efforts among companies, entrepre-neurial sectors, educational institutions, science and technology organizations, and the State. ATICMA also con-ducts specific studies analyzing environmental aspects and impacts in accordance with the legislation of the Prov-ince of Buenos Aires 85. 

The creation of a stable regulatory framework, tax incentives for the establishment and growth of such enter-prises, and state policies that foster a favorable ecosystem represent essential measures and actions to ensure sustainable development and societal prosperity, with a strong emphasis on the local level. 

In planning the projection of an urban development model, it must be noted that in the city of Mar del Plata, the ICT sector employs approximately 3,500 people, organized in 76 companies and 500 microenterprises (including independent businesses and professional services), with an annual turnover exceeding 3 billion pesos, of which 40 percent - around 1.3 billion pesos - corresponds to exports 86. 

In Argentina, 73% of ICT companies are microenterprises (up to 9 employees), 21% are small (10–40 employees), 4% are medium-sized (50–200 employees), and 2% are large (more than 200 employees). In addition, the country hosts four “unicorn” companies  (private technology companies  valued at over one billion US dollars),  one of which – Globant - has its headquarters in the city of Mar del Plata 87. 

With respect to sustainability objectives, one of the key regulatory frameworks adhered to by ATICMA is the United  Nations  Global  Compact 88.  This  initiative  invites  employers  to  commit  to  implementing  ten  principles within their organizations, based on Universal Declarations and Conventions applied in four areas: Human Rights, Environment, Labor Standards, and Anti-Corruption. 

As an example, ATICMA periodically conducts studies on environmental aspects and impacts in accordance with the current legislation of Buenos Aires Province. Consequently, and from the perspective of waste generation, the Association is recognized as a generator of WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) but also as a developer of solutions and applications that contribute to environmental monitoring. It likewise foresees the organization  of  awareness  campaigns  for  the  segregation  of  recyclable  waste  and  the  rational  use  of  natural resources. 

Through the adoption of both domestic and international regulations, ATICMA promotes the articulation of so-cial, environmental, and economic dimensions in the process of local development and growth. This approach envisions the creation and strengthening of capacities at the state, business, and community levels for the im-plementation of intersectoral and international agreements aimed at transforming and promoting activities that 

 

83 White Paper: Policies and actions of China to face climate change. People's Republic of China, 22/ 11/ 2011. On the Internet http://cu.chi-neseembassy.org/esp/zt/qhbhxxwt/t996975.htm 

84 Association of Information and Communication Technologies of Mar del Plata and Surrounding Area. Available at: https://www.aticma.org.ar/ 

85 Aticma Mar del Plata, An opportunity for the development of the región. On the internet: https://www.aticma.org.ar/gestion-abierta/ 

86 Mar del Plata and ICTs: An “Invisible” Industry That Could Grow Much More, Diario La Capital, May 12, 2019. Available at: https://www.la-capitalmdp.com/mar-del-plata-y-las-tic-una-industria-invisible-que-podria-crecer-mucho-mas/ 

87 Ibid. 

88 The UN Global Compact is the world’s largest corporate sustainability initiative, supported by the United Nations and grounded in the Organization’s principles and values. As such, it holds a unique position to foster this collaboration with the aim of achieving and expanding solutions  to  address  global  challenges.”  —Lise  Kingo,  Executive  Director  and  CEO  of  the  UN  Global  Compact.  Available  at: https://www.un.org/es/cr%C3%B3nica-onu/el-pacto-mundial-de-la-onu-la-b%C3%BAsqueda-de-soluciones-para-retos-globales 
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enhance and sustain the natural and human environment, with a view toward achieving intergenerational soli-darity. 

 

6. CONCLUSION

Following the analysis of the issues addressed, it can be concluded that intercultural cooperation is essential to strengthening human capital and contributing to national development, promoting economic growth through local policies centered on sustainable development. Within this framework, twinning relations between different cities are fundamental to the creation of intercultural ties and policies that incorporate coordination mechanisms for the establishment of municipal development plans and training initiatives. 

City twinning emerges as a consolidated legal instrument of decentralized cooperation, capable of translating international principles into local public policies with tangible effects in terms of sustainability, innovation, and culture. Its effectiveness depends on three essential factors: normative coherence with international law and the Argentine Constitution; the institutional capacity of provinces and municipalities to implement and sustain pro-jects; and the existence of permanent financial and evaluative frameworks that ensure stability and predictabil-ity. 

The comparative analysis demonstrates that, in the Sino-Argentine context, twinning is not merely symbolic but rather constitutes legal and political management platforms where smart urban planning, technology transfer, academic cooperation, and cultural promotion converge. China’s experience, with its model of ecological civili-zation and smart urbanization, offers replicable references, while Argentina contributes creativity, human capi-tal, and the flexibility of its local governments as active partners. 

Nevertheless, the effectiveness of these instruments faces recurrent challenges, such as political discontinuity, the absence of legal impact indicators, and the lack of monitoring mechanisms. To overcome these limitations, it  is  essential  to  adopt  a  Substantive  Legal  Effectiveness  Standard  (SLES)  that  incorporates  clauses  of  federal compatibility, dispute resolution mechanisms, and active transparency measures. 

In broader terms, subnational twinning must also be interpreted as a contribution to the strengthening of global governance. By translating international commitments—such as the Sustainable Development Goals, the 2030 Agenda, and multilateral environmental agreements—into the local sphere, these agreements foster the con-struction of transnational city networks that complement the action of States and international organizations. 

Finally, Sino-Argentine subnational cooperation finds its meaning in the notion of a community of shared future for humankind, a guiding principle of China’s international policy that is projected in the creation of equitable and sustainable frameworks of cooperation. In this sense, twinning not only promotes sustainable human devel-opment domestically but also contributes to consolidating a more inclusive, balanced international order ori-ented toward intergenerational sustainability. 
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THE ROLE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN THE PROCESS OF CHINESE NATIONAL RE-

JUVENATION AND ITS IMPACTS 

ON BUILDING A COMMUNITY WITH A SHARED FUTURE

 

M      89 ATIAS C AUBET

 

Abstract: The impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on different aspects of human societies is indisputable. On the international stage, its effects will undoubtedly be felt in equal measure. Despite the seemingly novel character of AI, this technology has developed exponentially as a result of theoretical and technological advances that have accumulated over recent decades. That said, the current AI boom appears to have drawn many countries into a new competition that will determine which states will take a leadership position in this technological race. One of the main hubs for the development of artificial intelligence technologies today is the People’s Republic of China, where significant progress has been made over the past five years. These advances are the result of both public initiatives and policies, as well as private sector developments. At present, the results are evident: several indicators suggest that China—despite certain difficulties and limitations—is catching up with Western countries, and even surpassing them in some dimensions of the AI race. 

This article aims to explore some of the key aspects of how the PRC has been promoting the development of this new industry. Finally, it will highlight certain potentialities and risks associated with advances in this technology, which we believe must be considered in the near future. 

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence – neural networks – China – international system – technological race 

 

1. INTRODUCTION

Back in 2014, the VII Congress of International Relations was held at the National University of La Plata, organized by the Institute of International Relations. During that congress, one of the panel speakers noted that news con-cerning science and technology often holds particular interest for the analyst of international relations. This is because discoveries or scientific advances that may initially appear as mere technical curiosities—or as subjects of  interest  only  to  a  specialized  readership—can,  in  a  nearer  or  more  distant  future,  become  transformative developments capable of altering the rules of the game in human societies, and therefore, in international rela-tions. In this sense, the speaker argued that the international analyst has the role of paying close attention to such news in order to anticipate—naturally, not without a margin of error in interpretation—those advances, discoveries, inventions, or innovations that may reshape our world in the future. 

Over the past two years, advances in the field of Artificial Intelligence (hereafter, AI) have generated—and con-tinue to generate—major transformations in the lives of large segments of human societies. The impact of AI has been felt across various dimensions of human life: in the workplace, in professional activities, in interpersonal relations, and even in the private spheres of many individuals. Today, news of recurrent breakthroughs in the field of AI is abundant. Any announcement regarding progress in one of the dominant language models tends to go viral almost immediately, particularly on social media platforms. 

However, to cite just one example, the neural networks that currently dominate the growing AI market are based on  Generative  Pre-trained  Transformers  (GPTs)—from  which  the  acronym  derives—an  architecture  of  neural networks developed by Google in 2017 90, designed to generate outputs from given inputs. The next major inno-vation came in 2018, when OpenAI introduced a new dual-phase training approach for AI systems. This consisted of an initial stage of large-scale, unsupervised generative pre-training, which provided baseline parameters for the model, followed by a second, supervised fine-tuning stage that adapted those parameters precisely to the target task (Radford et al., 2018). This innovation made it possible to save vast amounts of time and resources, significantly reducing the costs and complexity of training neural networks while simultaneously improving, in general terms, the accuracy of their outputs. These two inventions—the Transformer architecture and the novel 

 

89 Center for Chinese Studies and the Department of Eurasia, both at the Institute of International Relations (UNLP); also member of the Eurasian Studies Area at OCIPEX. 

90The Transformer architecture was introduced that year in an article entitled “Attention Is All You Need” (Vaswani et al., 2017). 
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training approach for language models—became the cornerstone of the qualitative leap that, just a few years later (beginning in 2023), triggered the new boom in AI. Yet, in 2018, beyond a small specialized audience, few paid attention to the breakthroughs that would soon constitute the groundwork for exponential developments. 

Today, the advances in AI place us in a new “golden age”—not the first—of research in this field. What is striking about this new stage of AI development and research is that it is no longer centered exclusively on the United States, Western Europe, or Japan. Instead, the People’s Republic of China has come to occupy a central role in driving progress in AI. This brief article outlines some of the key advances that have led to these developments, analyzes certain issues associated with the specifically “Chinese” approach to artificial intelligence, highlights its achievements and limitations, and finally considers the potential impact of this technology on the contemporary international system, as well as some of the opportunities and risks it entails. 

 

2. THE LONG AND OSCILLATING ROAD TOWARD ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

The idea of machines equaling humans in a wide range of tasks is not new, though it is relatively recent, dating back to the mid-20th century. Before that, while the notion of machines capable of performing specific tasks without direct human intervention did exist, these devices—known as automata—were conceptualized and even developed, albeit in a  very limited  way, as  early as classical  antiquity. Some advances in the development  of automata also took place during the Middle Ages in the Arab world and during the European Renaissance, with further progress in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

However, it was not until the transition from analog to digital technologies that the proposal to develop genuine thinking machines gained greater relevance and interest among scientific communities. Since the 1940s, scholars have conceptualized the possibility of machines that could truly emulate humans in relatively complex tasks. One of the first to outline the main principles that would guide the emerging discipline of Artificial Intelligence was the  British  mathematician  Alan  Turing,  who,  in  1950,  published  his  article  “Computing Machinery  and  Intelli-gence.” In it, he posed the question of whether a machine could think. From this work also emerged the famous Turing Test, which proposed a way to define whether a machine “thinks” or not. Turing’s solution consisted of an imitation game measuring the ability of a machine to pass as human through a human–machine conversation. If the machine succeeded, Turing argued, one could affirm that it was intelligent 91. The concepts developed by Turing served as inspiration for the creation of the first AI research centers in the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Around the same time, at Dartmouth College in the United States, a group of scientists interested in neural net-works, automata theory, and the emerging field of AI organized a six-week workshop known as the Dartmouth Summer Project. This event is usually considered the first major milestone of Artificial Intelligence as a discipline. As Nick Bostrom notes, this gathering, which brought together several of the minds that would later drive AI research in the United States for decades, inaugurated the first stage of AI. This initial phase focused on devel-oping systems that could perform specific tasks in controlled environments, aiming to counter skepticism about AI’s ability to carry out concrete tasks of some complexity (Bostrom, 2014: 5). 

These early systems were fundamentally based on traditional logic programming algorithms and were limited for several reasons: the combinatorial explosion associated with complex problems, the scarcity of data, and hardware constraints (Bostrom, 2014:  6–7). These challenges led to the first  “AI  winter” of the 1970s. In the following decade, Japan began experimenting with new concepts of parallel architectures for AI applications, an initiative later followed by several other countries, thus initiating a new “spring” for AI. Nevertheless, AI systems developed in the 1980s ultimately suffered from the  same limitations as those of the 1950s and 1960s. As a result, this new phase of AI research was short-lived, since the inability of classical logic programming paradigms to  overcome  the  combinatorial  explosion  of  possibilities  in  complex  problems  proved  insurmountable—even with hardware advances in the 1980s. 

However, research in the field of AI continued to advance, and during the 1990s important theoretical progress was made that allowed some of the limitations of classical systems to be overcome. Neural networks and genetic algorithms emerged in this period as alternative approaches to the design of AI systems92 (Bostrom, 2014: 7). 

 

91 https://www.cultura.gob.ar/alan-turing-el-padre-de-la-inteligencia-artificial-9162/ accessed on 10/12/2024.  

92It is worth noting that the concepts of neural networks had already existed since the 1950s, but it was in the late 1980s and early 1990s that theoretical and hardware advances enabled qualitative improvements for their effective implementation in AI models. 
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These new techniques proved far more efficient in managing the combinatorial explosion of more complex prob-lems, while also exhibiting the property of graceful degradation—meaning that a small error in the neural net-work resulted in a minor degradation of the expected output, rather than producing a meaningless result as was often the case with AI systems based on classical logic programming. At the same time, neural networks were able to “learn” from previous examples in a much more organic and progressive way. 

These early advances of the 1990s were later complemented by further theoretical innovations, improvements in hardware, and refinements in the practical application of neural network theory—for instance, through more efficient activation functions for network neurons or advances in the use of Bayesian statistics. Together, these developments made such systems increasingly attractive and powerful during the first two decades of the 21st century. 

In this way, we can see that the advances described at the beginning of this article are the product of a succession of theoretical and practical developments in AI that have unfolded since the mid-20th century. Naturally, many aspects have been left unmentioned, but it is not the purpose of this article to provide an exhaustive account or a detailed analysis of every milestone in AI history. Rather, we wish to highlight some common factors that we consider relevant to the objectives of this paper. 

First, it is important to note that, as Bostrom points out, AI research has gone through periods of great expecta-tions due to breakthroughs that enabled qualitative leaps in the development of AI systems. Yet, these periods have often been short-lived, followed by what  the author refers to as “AI  winters”—phases in  which, due to various limitations, disillusionment set in and both corporate and governmental interest in the field receded. During such periods, research and advances in AI were once again relegated to specialized research centers and dedicated groups, which continued gradual progress until new theoretical or practical developments—or break-throughs in related areas of computing—enabled another qualitative leap that reignited broader interest in AI. 

Although the recent advances in neural networks and the growing importance of AI over the last five years sug-gest that the paradigm shift produced by AI across multiple domains is here to stay, it cannot be ruled out that we are experiencing  yet  another “AI spring.” Indeed, some perspectives emphasize the limitations of current neural network models and their inability to truly “think” (Chinmay Jog, 2024). These critiques argue that the design of neural network models presents significant constraints in achieving an intelligence comparable to that of human beings. 

Secondly, the development of AI as a discipline can be divided into two stages according to the models employed: a first stage characterized by the creation of AI systems based on traditional logic programming, which exhibited serious limitations when applied to broader scenarios beyond their initial design; and a second stage—beginning in the 1990s—marked by the emergence of AI systems based on neural network models, whose theoretical and conceptual foundations rested more on probability and statistics than on traditional  programming.  The most recent advances in natural language processing (NLP) models and generative AI are largely built upon the theo-retical and practical progress achieved over the past thirty years. 

 

3. CHINA’S SITUATION IN THE NEW ERA OF AI: A KEY TOOL FOR DEVELOPMENT

In his book “AI Superpowers”, the Chinese entrepreneur and author Kai-Fu Lee points to 2017 as a year of special relevance for the field of Artificial Intelligence in China. In that year, the world champion of the game Go, Ke Jie, was  defeated  by  an  Artificial  Intelligence  system  developed  by  Google,  AlphaGo,  over  the  course  of  three matches, confirming the primacy of AI in this game once dominated by human minds. The defeat of Ke  Jie, Lee notes, was also a  demonstration of the superiority of Western technology over a  Chinese champion. For  the government of the PRC, it was both a wake-up call and an inspiration, shedding light on a new path that was emerging with great strength as central in the process of China’s development and rejuvenation. 

At the opening of the 19th Party Congress, President Xi Jinping highlighted the important role of AI as a means to increase economic productivity (Ding, 2018:8). Along these lines, and as Lee points out: 

“Less than two months after Ke Jie conceded the last match to AlphaGo, the Chinese central government drafted an ambitious plan to develop Artificial Intelligence capabilities. It called for greater funding, political support, and national coordination for the advancement of AI” (Lee, 2018:17). 

The  plan  referred  to  by  Lee  is  none  other  than  the  Next  Generation  Artificial  Intelligence  Development  Plan, presented by the State Council in July 2017. In that plan, the Chinese government emphasized the relevance of 
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AI as one of the strategic technologies that would lead human societies into the future. From this perspective, AI also emerges as a new engine of economic development (State Council of the People’s Republic of China, 2017). 

In this sense, the document diagnoses a lag in China’s position in the field of AI when compared to the level of development of advanced countries—both in terms of the development of key theories and technologies, and in the international influence of Chinese academic institutions, as well as the number of professionals needed to meet the demands of the emerging sector. Acting on these weaknesses, the document states, is one of the mo-tivations for the development of the plan, which aims to seize the historic opportunity to place the PRC in a role of global leadership in AI development (ibid). 

The plan lays out three consecutive implementation stages. Its ultimate goal is to position the PRC as one of the world’s leading powers in AI development by 2030. The stages are as follows: 

First Stage (2017–2020): This first stage would see advances both in the theoretical field and in new technologies. Progress would be achieved in big data technologies, autonomous systems, and various technologies associated with AI. During this period, China would foster several domestic AI companies to turn them into international leaders in the sector. By the end of this stage, the size of the core AI industry, according to the document, would reach 150 billion yuan (22.5 billion USD), while the scale of all related industries would be approximately 1 trillion yuan (150 billion USD). 

Second Stage (2021–2025): In the second stage, China will reach the level of progress in AI development compa-rable to that of developed countries, while AI-powered systems will be widely integrated across various fields of activity such as industry, medicine, agriculture, defense, and smart cities. By the end of this stage, the core AI industry will have reached a size of 400 billion yuan (60.5 billion USD), while related industries will amount to approximately 5 trillion yuan (755 billion USD). 

Third Stage (2026–2030): In this third stage, China will become the world’s leading hub for AI development, turn-ing Beijing into a global leader in technological development as well as an economic superpower. During this period, it is also expected that new breakthroughs will be achieved, both in theoretical foundations and in more advanced AI applications. By the end of this stage, the core AI industry will have an estimated size of around 1 trillion yuan (150 billion USD), while related industries will reach approximately 10 trillion yuan (1.5 trillion USD). 

Regarding the distinction between what is defined as the core AI industry and related industries, a report by the University of Oxford raises this very question. Citing the National Development and Reform Commission of China, it notes that while the core AI industry refers to research and development of key theories and technologies such as Deep Learning, or the development of specialized hardware like chips and sensors, as well as applied research in areas such as computer vision and cybersecurity, related industries include intelligent vehicles, smart devices, robots, and so forth (Ding, 2018:11). 

The projections of AI industry volume outlined in the 2017 plan appear to have been exceeded. According to a report by the China Academy of Information and Communications Technology (CAICT), the size of China’s core AI industry reached 508 billion yuan (approximately 75 billion USD), thus surpassing the level projected by the 2017 plan even for the year 2025 (Xiao, 2024). Moreover, China’s 14th Five-Year Plan (2021–2025) underscores the central role that the AI industry will play for the country, projecting that by 2035 the core AI industry will have an estimated volume of 1.73 trillion yuan (257 billion USD), a figure well above the target established by the 2017 plan for 2030 (ibid). 

It is worth noting that the 2017 plan is part of the Chinese central government’s strategic decision to invest in and promote the development of the technology sector as a key element of the process of national rejuvenation. In this sense, the Chinese government’s support for AI and other cutting-edge technologies can be traced back to 2006, when the State Council introduced the Medium- to Long-Term Plan for the Development of Science and Technology (2006–2020), which allocated 500 billion yuan for scientific research funding while launching 16 na-tional megaprojects to develop frontier technologies, many of them related to digital technologies. Along the same lines, the Made in China 2025 plan, presented in 2015, also represents an important link in this chain of government initiatives. This plan stressed the need to reduce the PRC’s dependence on foreign technologies and hardware (Ding, 2018:15). 

With regard to the actors involved, as Ding (2018:16) points out, it is worth noting that the main guidelines and incentives for the AI industry in China come from the central government. However, unlike other fields of re-search and technology, the role of the Chinese private sector is fundamental not only in financing but also in 
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researching different technologies associated with AI. This is due, in part, to the capacity of AI-related technolo-gies to be applied across virtually any sector. This means that the number of actors interested in developing and financing associated technologies is significantly higher compared to other fields of research. In this sense, it is natural that various private actors maintain a strong participation in the development and exploitation of this technology. 

Moreover, AI theories and technologies are particularly relevant in terms of their potential applications in other areas of knowledge. For example, advances in AI algorithms can lead to their use in the discovery of new drugs. 

The central role of the private sector in the development of AI is also highlighted by Lee, who notes that as early as 2017, Chinese venture capital investors had responded to the campaign launched by the central government to promote and develop AI research and development. That same year, they invested enormous sums in financ-ing AI startups and companies (Lee, 2018:17). Lee also emphasizes China’s highly competitive business environ-ment—much more so than that of the United States—combined with experiential elements rooted in the for-mation of different business sectors, as a key factor in understanding the role of the private sector in the devel-opment of digital technologies in China. In this regard: 

“Combine these three currents—a cultural acceptance of copying, a scarcity mentality, and the willingness to dive into any new and promising industry—and you have the psychological foundations of China’s internet eco-system” (Lee, 2018:46). 

As M.S. Reshetnikova points out, since 2017, China has launched a veritable campaign of “champion formation,” in which companies would receive additional financing through state programs, along with protection of their markets. In the context of a competitive business environment, the central government thus promoted the con-solidation of leading companies that would benefit from government support (2020:542). Four major companies were designated to develop China’s AI platforms: 

Baidu (autonomous vehicles) 

Alibaba (smart cities) 

Tencent (computer vision) 

iFlyTek (speech recognition) 

The incentives for the development of AI and associated technologies did not come exclusively from the central government and Chinese venture capital, but local governments also played a significant role in this process. These governments competed with one another to attract companies through preferential benefits and policies (Lee, 2018:34). In addition, local governments increased their participation in venture capital funds, which in-vested substantial amounts in regional startups (Reshetnikova, 2020:542). 

Thus, the coordinated approach of the central government, the private sector—both venture capital and tech-nology companies—and local governments combined with an already solid knowledge base and R&D sector to generate a true takeoff of AI and its associated industries in China. Added to this was another key advantage China possesses: the overabundance of data resulting from the greater centralization of data management within the Chinese technological ecosystem, in contrast to Western cases (Lee, 2018:33). The volume and centralization of data represent a genuine material advantage for China in the field of AI, as they provide AI-developing com-panies with a veritable goldmine when it comes to training their artificial intelligence models. In this respect— without delving into technical details—when we speak of neural networks, the quality and quantity of training data are fundamental to ensuring a model’s proper performance. 

This combination of factors has translated into an exponential growth of the AI sector in China over the last seven years. The results are evident when considering that, in 2019, China accounted for 42.8% of global AI patent applications, with the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) standing out as one of the leading institutions gener-ating applications (Reshetnikova, 2020:539). By 2023, China had generated, in the period 2014–2023, more AI patent applications than the United States, South Korea, Japan, and India combined. 
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Source: Own elaboration based on data from the World Intellectual Property Organization 

 

In parallel, Beijing has been developing a policy of strong promotion of R&D, resulting in a significant strength-ening of the national innovation system, within which the AI sector plays a prominent role. It is worth noting, however, that the number of specialists in the field remains lower than in the United States, in addition to having fewer years of experience compared to their American counterparts 93 (Reshetnikova, 2020:540). 

Even so, according to data from The Global AI Talent Tracker 2.0, when comparing the years 2019 and 2022, the emergence of the PRC as one of the main workplaces for elite artificial intelligence researchers worldwide be-comes evident. 

[image: ]

 

Source: The global AI Talent Tracker 2.0 

 

One element to consider is that, although China produced 47% of the world’s top AI researchers—compared to 

 

93In this regard, the author notes: “More than 50% of AI specialists in that country have over ten years of experience, while in China only about 25% of researchers possess an equivalent background” (Reshetnikova, 2020:540–541). 
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29% in 2019—a significant portion of these researchers end up completing their undergraduate and postgradu-ate studies in the United States or ultimately working in U.S. institutions94 95. 

Another limitation for China is that, despite the efforts of the central government, the number of companies dedicated to AI at the global level continues to be dominated by the United States. This dominance has remained stable over time, with U.S. companies accounting for 40% compared to China’s 20%, even though the total num-ber of companies has multiplied in recent years (Reshetnikova, 2020:542). 

However, perhaps the most significant constraint Beijing will face in the coming years concerns hardware. Hard-ware for AI development can be grouped into two categories: chips designed for multipurpose use (CPUs and GPUs)  and  chips  specifically  designed  to  run  machine  learning  and  deep  learning  algorithms  (NPUs)  (Ding, 2018:23). In the first category, China is dependent on foreign companies, which is often considered a limitation for the development of AI and associated technologies—especially when one takes into account that, in 2015, the U.S. held 50% of global semiconductor production share, compared to just 4% for China (Ding, 2018:23). This share rose to 9% in 2021, but remains insufficient when considering that 40% of global microchip demand comes from the PRC (Feás, 2022). The situation is further complicated by the fact that one of the main companies cur-rently producing GPUs—central to the training and functioning of AI tasks and applications—is American: NVIDIA. Along these lines, in 2018, of the top 10 U.S. microchip manufacturers, 4 specialized in GPU production, while in the case of China, none specialized in this type of microchip (Ding, 2018:24). 

In the second category, China has a somewhat stronger position, with 6 of the world’s top 10 microchip manu-facturers specializing in NPUs (ibid). 

In any case, China has for several years now—recalling the Made in China 2025 plan—been undertaking the task of reducing its dependence on foreign products for its technology industry. However, these efforts have encoun-tered new obstacles due to the intensification of  the trade and technology war with the United States (Feás, 2022; Sevares, 2022). 

Even so, and despite the efforts of the U.S. and its allies, China has been narrowing the gap in microchip produc-tion, managing to produce 7-nanometer chips in 2022 despite U.S. restrictions. More recently, some Chinese companies have also begun using cloud services from Amazon or similar providers in order to access advanced generative  AI  models  or  more  sophisticated  microchips  through  those  services,  thereby  bypassing  U.S.  re-strictions96. 

Despite the aforementioned restrictions, there are clear indications that China continues advancing on the path to becoming an artificial intelligence superpower. One initial indicator is the size of the AI industry in China. As noted earlier, by 2022 the volume of the core AI industry had already surpassed the estimates of the 2017 plan. Data from 2023 confirm this trend, with the core AI industry reaching a volume of 578 billion yuan (approximately 80 billion USD) 97. 

Furthermore, some recently developed AI models from China have proven to outperform one of the American flagships in AI models, ChatGPT. In particular, the open-source Qwen2 model by Alibaba demonstrated superior performance compared to the GPT-4 Turbo model in the SuperClue ranking. Other models from Chinese univer-sities and startups, such as DeepSeek and Oppo 98, have also stood out. 

In addition, progress in humanoid robots incorporating artificial intelligence is advancing rapidly in China. One example is AgiBot (Zhiyuan Robotics), the first Chinese company to recently announce the mass production of general-purpose robots99                            100 with its Yuanzheng A2. Another case is Tencent’s Robotics X Lab with its robot “The 

 

94 https://macropolo.org/interactive/digital-projects/the-global-ai-talent-tracker/ accessed on 21/12/2024.  

95 https://gfmag.com/economics-policy-regulation/us-china-competition-generative-ai/ accessed on 21/12/2024. 

96 https://www.reuters.com/technology/chinese-entities-turn-amazon-cloud-its-rivals-access-high-end-us-chips-ai-2024-08-23/ accessed on 30/12/2024.  

97https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202411/1322947.shtml#:~:text=China's%20core%20AI%20industry%20reached,%2Dyear%2C%20offi-

cial%20data%20showed. Accessed on 30/12/2024. 

98https://www.genbeta.com/actualidad/china-tiene-ia-que-supera-a-gpt-4-turbo-destaca-algo-importante-sus-modelos-abiertos  Accessed on 30/12/2024.  

99 https://blog.humai.com.ar/robots-humanoides-2024 Accessed on 27/12/2024. 

100 https://www.baenegocios.com/sociedad/China-avanza-en-la-produccion-masiva-de-robots-humanoides-20241226-0034.html  Accessed 
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Five,” designed for household tasks. Also noteworthy is the vehicle manufacturer Xpeng, which has begun ven-turing into the field of industrial-use robots101. 

Taken together, these developments allow us to affirm that Beijing’s progress in AI and associated technologies over the past decade is undeniable. The existing limitations appear to be fewer than the advances and the po-tential benefits that this technology can bring to China’s productive system and society as a whole, making it a true vector of development. In any case, the next five years will be crucial in determining whether the PRC con-solidates itself as a global leader in one of the most strategic technologies of the 21st century, or whether the gap with the United States widens, relegating Beijing to the position of a second-tier AI power. 

In the next section, we will briefly discuss some of the implications that AI has for the international system, as well as some of the potential opportunities and threats associated with this technology. 

 

4. THE IMPACT OF AI ON THE CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM: OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS

Perhaps very few technologies generate as much ambiguity of opinions and expectations as artificial intelligence. On the one hand, there is broad consensus that AI can be a technology enabling humanity to achieve exponential advances in various fields of knowledge, as well as benefits for the global economy and development. On the other hand, there are views that point to the multiple dangers this technology poses to humanity as a whole. Some of these points will be mentioned in the following lines. 

It is estimated 102 that AI will contribute around 3.5% of global GDP by the year 2030. This figure may increase in subsequent years, making it one of the technologies with the greatest economic impact in the coming decades. 

However, not all the news is good: in terms of employment, it is estimated that AI could replace 300 million jobs in the coming years. Likewise, two-thirds of jobs in Europe and the United States are susceptible to different degrees of automation 103. It is also projected that by 2030, 14% of the world’s workers will have to change careers due to task automation and the incorporation of AI and robots into their work 104. It is worth noting that some more optimistic voices argue that AI will also generate new types of jobs 105. 

The impact of AI will also be felt in the field of cybersecurity, generating new threats to the protection of personal data and privacy. However, AI can also provide significant contributions to strengthening cybersecurity 106. 

In the military domain, AI may also bring about a revolution, of which we may already be seeing the first steps in the Ukrainian conflict. It is triggering a genuine race among states, similar to that which occurred in the mid-20th century with nuclear weapons (Pardo de Santayana, 2024:89). In this sense, the competition between China and the United States in developing increasingly advanced AI models seems already underway. Both powers, as heg-emonic transition generates  greater tensions, appear determined to dominate this technology in the coming years, which could lead to a “prioritization” of technological advancement over regulation. Today, both the U.S. and China have been developing different AI regulations 107 108 109. However, these regulations may lag behind technological advances if the international system continues to experience growing conflict, as has been the case in the past two decades. 

 

on 30/12/2024.  

101 https://www.impulsobaires.com.ar/nota/319570/robots-humanoides-listos-para-transformar-panorama-de-innovacion-de-china/  Ac-

cessed on 30/12/2024.  

102 https://www.idc.com/getdoc.jsp?containerId=prEUR152702124#:~:text=La%20Inteligencia%20Artificial%20Con-

tribuir%C3%A1%20con,del%20PIB%20Global%20en%202030 accessed on 31/12/2024.  

103 https://www.goldmansachs.com/insights/articles/generative-ai-could-raise-global-gdp-by-7-percent.html accessed on 28/12/2024.  

104 https://www.nexford.edu/insights/how-will-ai-affect-jobs accessed on 31/12/2024. 

105 https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/02/artificial-intelligence-ai-jobs-future/ accessed on 31/12/2024.  

106 https://kpmg.com/ch/en/insights/cybersecurity-risk/artificial-intelligence-influences.html accessed on 31/12/2024.  

107 https://eastasiaforum.org/2024/09/14/us-china-ai-competition-at-the-crossroads-between-dialogue-and-decoupling/  accessed   ol 

31/12/2024.  

108 https://cepa.org/article/china-walks-perilous-ai-tightrope/ accessed on 28/12/2024.  

109 In the case of China, since 2019, a dynamic process of establishing national regulations on algorithms and AI has been underway (Sheenan, 2023). 

The role of Artificial Intelligence in the process of Chinese national rejuvenation (…) - Matias Caubet 

 

Considering that AI will become one of the technologies shaping the 21st century, the regulations and controls implemented are just as important as technological advancement itself. The dangers of unregulated AI develop-ment are manifold, ranging from economic and social harm—such as a significant rise in global unemployment or a deepening of inequality between sectors (those able to access more advanced AI models and those who cannot)—to the generation of disinformation through the massive spread of fake news aimed at manipulating different population groups, threats to personal data protection and privacy, and the malicious use of AI by spe-cific groups or governments. 

Moreover, even greater risks exist in the medium term, concerning the emergence of human-level intelligence, or  Artificial  General  Intelligence  (AGI).  AGI  is  defined  as  an  AI  that  equals  or  surpasses  the  intelligence  of  an average human and is capable of performing in any cognitive domain. It is also known as strong AI, in contrast with the currently existing AIs, known as weak AI—even the most recent language models cannot be classified as AGIs. AGI would also have the ability to learn on its own. Such an intelligence could potentially operate beyond the parameters implemented at the time of its creation and act in accordance with its own interests. It requires little elaboration as to why this technology is considered a potential danger. 

However, the arrival of AGI may not represent the ultimate point in the development of AI. As Bostrom notes, shortly after AGI is achieved, the emergence of Artificial Superintelligence (ASI) could follow. ASI can be concep-tualized as an AI that far surpasses the cognitive capabilities of any human in all dimensions. The transition from AGI to ASI would not necessarily be a gradual or “slow” process. Through what Bostrom calls an “intelligence explosion”—a process by which, in a short period of time and through recursive self-improvement—“…the level of intelligence of a system would rise from a modest capacity of cognitive abilities…to radical superintelligence” (2014:29). The potential and dangers of this type of technology are manifold, but it would undoubtedly be one of the most important and dangerous developments in human history 110. 

If the deployment of ASI were to materialize without appropriate regulation, it could lead to a technological singu-larity and the loss of humanity’s control over such technology. At that point, just as the fate of gorillas today depends more on humanity than on themselves, the fate of humanity as a species would cease to depend on itself and would instead depend on the will of this superintelligence (2014:xi–preface). In this regard, Bostrom develops, in much of his work, several concepts and ideas around the necessity of establishing regulations and designing control methods to prevent negative scenarios in the event of the development of artificial superintelligence. 

 

5. SOME CONCLUSIONS. 

Although this latter scenario—the rise of ASI—may seem distant and somewhat unreal to some readers, we must remember that the development of technologies does not occur linearly but, quite often, exponentially. Gradual accumulated advances can, at a certain point, generate technological leaps so rapid that they leave little time for analysis and preparation by contemporaries themselves. These leaps, driven by technological progress—and re-turning to the opening lines of this article—can produce substantial changes across multiple dimensions of hu-man societies. 

In a recent article, Joseph Nye noted that technology moves faster than politics and diplomacy, especially when there is strong competition in the private sector 111. Thus, it is the task of governments to catch up as quickly as possible (Nye, 2024). 

To Nye’s observation, we must  add that competition today is also taking place among the very governments leading the race for artificial intelligence, resulting in an even more complex scenario. 

There is no doubt that in the coming years, the PRC will become one of the poles leading humanity’s race toward the development of forms of artificial intelligence far more advanced than today’s models. It is therefore essen-tial that regulations and controls over this technology continue to advance and keep pace with technological progress itself, in order to minimize risks as much as possible while maximizing potential benefits for humanity as a whole. 

 

110 And, according to Bostrom, citing mathematician I.J. Wood, perhaps the last invention humanity would ever need to create (2014:4). 

111 In the past century, the race for nuclear weapons was an exclusive monopoly of the great powers, unlike what is happening today with AI, where not only states compete but also private actors. 
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Abstract: Latin America and New China intersect through cultural diplomacy, where José Venturelli, a Chilean artist and non-state actor, forged deep bonds of friendship. From the 1950s onwards, he promoted the Maoist model as a cultural ambassador, where his residence in China and his close contact with its highest authorities allowed him to publicise this political project, expressed in his radical commitment to humanity. His multifaceted personality and pictorial richness linked him to different countries, such as Argentina and Cuba, where his artistic expression left a deep mark. Thus, he managed to transcend the artistic barrier to become a non-state actor in international relations, aligning himself with countries marked by political marginalisation and extreme poverty. We may ask ourselves how this Chilean artist was able to carve out a space for himself by crossing borders and presenting a new type of society and ideology. 

With this background, the article seeks to explore his adherence to cultural diplomacy; his links with Argentina and Cuba; his role as a non-state actor; and his exile in Geneva, these being key milestones. The available sources, expressed in letters, catalogues, newspapers, and interviews, allow us to reconstruct his past and share the sig-nificance of his work. 

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy; Latin America; links with Argentina; non-state actor; exile in Geneva. 

 

1. PRELIMINARY BACKGROUND

The ties forged between Latin America and New China date back to the 1950s when, shortly after the People's Republic of China (PRC) was proclaimed, various Chinese delegations participated in world congresses, raising awareness of the new  situation in the Asian country. These contacts fostered mutual  understanding, leading years later to the development of cultural diplomacy. 

José Venturelli, a Chilean artist, painter and muralist, was part of these ties, becoming an architect of relations between Chile, China, Latin America and the Asia-Pacific region. His multifaceted life allowed him to connect with the world's intellectuals as a non-state actor, playing a strategic role in spreading the Chinese model promoted by Mao Zedong. This enabled him to establish networks on different continents, particularly in Argentina and Latin America, with a predominantly rural population, where economic backwardness and poverty were an im-pediment  to  promoting  any  projects  or  socio-economic  improvements.  Both  regions,  equidistant  from  each other, understood early on that beyond their linguistic and socio-cultural differences, they had common chal-lenges. Thus, the imprint of art and visual language was a political strategy to give his paintings, marked by a strong social commitment, a distinctive style. 

The question that arises is: how can we explain that a Chilean artist, unknown in his own country and in the world, managed to carve out a privileged space for himself in New China and the Asia-Pacific region when social media and modern connectivity did not exist, but where colonialism, extreme poverty and social marginalisation united them in dreaming of common projects? The search for a common identity among equidistant regional blocs brought together politicians, intellectuals and artists who were fighting for the same causes, in a global context dominated by two hegemonic powers, but which was no impediment to fighting to impose a new ideol-ogy. 

In this vein, Venturelli showed his support for an alternative model in which New China was carving out its own space. His talent as an artist, his personality and his social commitment were a catalyst, but in no way did this limit him to organising exhibitions worldwide without intertwining art and politics, as a response to global de-mands for greater social justice. Thus, he adhered to numerous causes in the context of the Global Cold War (Westad, E.A.2005), and his support for Third World countries was his bastion of struggle. 

Therefore, this article proposes four categories of analysis: cultural diplomacy within a theoretical framework; 

 

112 Department of Linguistics and Literature. University of Santiago, Chile. Email: monica.ahumada@usach.cl 

José Venturelli (1924–1988), pioneering artist and his connections (…) - Mónica Ahumada Figueroa 

 

Latin America and Argentina; his role as a non-state actor; and his exile in Geneva, achieving a legacy that trans-cends the 21st century on the centenary of his birth. 

José Venturelli, a Chilean artist and painter, completed his secondary education at the Instituto Nacional, receiv-ing a solid education in science, literature and art, where his teachers were a reference point for developing his talent and his many interests. At a very young age, he participated in the creation of a school newsletter (Boletín Instituto Nacional, 1936) where he wrote various stories and poems, and in subsequent issues he contributed illustrations, together with a team made up of his classmates. His interest in botany and biology strengthened his specific knowledge, allowing him to gain a greater understanding of nature and, years later, to capture it in his painting. The same was true of poetry, and his poems remain unpublished. (Fundación José Venturelli-FJV n.d.) 

The son of an Italian immigrant, he was born in Santiago, Chile, on 25 March 1924, spending his childhood and adolescence between Valparaíso and Santiago. He became familiar with the socio-cultural reality of his country in the 1940s and 1950s, with levels of extreme poverty among a predominantly rural population. His pictorial talent, social sensitivity, and political commitment allowed him to find his own space where his talent and crea-tivity  were  decisive  in  his  later  career  in  Mexico,  China,  Cuba,  and  Switzerland,  among  other  equally  distant places. In each of these countries, he expressed his art and made a name for himself in a significant way. His figure transcended his artistic expressions, expressing a profound humanity and understanding that the prob-lems existing in each region, on each continent, were inherent to the challenges of humanity, and that was where he found his own place. 

The New China, with its proclamation in 1949, seemed to him to be a unique space where everything was yet to be done and where the political project led by Mao Zedong was based on the transformations of the peasant population, but above all on the understanding that culture was an agent of change and new projections for the coming decades. High illiteracy rates, economic backwardness and the marginalisation of women made it neces-sary to create a new model of society in which artistic expression would be its main ally. 

The invitation to visit the Asian giant came from the Chinese delegation at the World Peace Congress in Vienna the previous year, and his affirmative response led him to settle in Beijing in March 1952, travelling from Moscow through Siberia to finally settle in the country with his wife Delia Baraona. That year, Premier Chou Enlai encour-aged him to be part of the organisation of the Asia-Pacific Regional Peace Conference, an event of global signifi-cance. (Ahumada, M. 2024 p.75). This allowed him to meet representatives from different countries and conti-nents, creating his global network of connections in a context where only personal letters or travel facilitated the creation of new friendships. It was there that he forged his contacts, sharing common interests marked by his political commitment and ideological vision. 

 

2. CULTURAL DIPLOMACY WITHIN A THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The first travellers to China were a group of intellectuals, artists, politicians and student leaders from Latin Amer-ica who began visiting the Asian giant in the 1950s and 1960s (Ahumada, M. 2020a), who were closely linked to the Socialist International and the invitations that came from Moscow, and were later extended to Peking, as it was known at the time, now Beijing. This long journey involved overcoming a series of imposed barriers, and the most common route was to travel to Moscow from Europe. From there, the journey continued on the Trans-Siberian Railway to Vladivostok, with a rail journey to Beijing, crossing Manchuria, or on aeroplanes with very little flying capacity that had to refuel every so often. (Venturelli, P. 2016, 7 January) 

Working on this line of research on travellers is very extensive, and each country has its own approaches, which are long to detail and specify. However, when bringing together this diversity of testimonies and sources, many of them obtained from the José Venturelli Foundation Archive, all agree that the PRC was concerned with devel-oping cultural diplomacy. Seen from the perspective of the decades that have passed and the records that are emerging, it is possible to contextualise the period with a much more accurate view, in which the magazines, newspapers, brochures and texts published upon return from China are an invaluable source. 

Cultural diplomacy consisted of a political strategy supported by the Soviet Union in the 1950s and 1960s, which sought to inform official guests of the profound transformations taking place in the PRC. (Ratliff, W. 1969). From a theoretical conceptualisation of this period and how to approach it, it is interesting to review the different texts written by Rothwell 2013, Saítta 2007, Rupar 2020; Locane, J & Montt, M 2020, Ortega 2021 on Red China, as it was called, which describe quite accurately the itinerary they followed and the specific places that were included 
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in any visit. An official invitation included meetings with authorities, visits to heritage sites, a popular commune, and an industry, following the same pattern in each case with some variations depending on the rank or hierarchy of the guest. 

Numerous travellers arrived from Latin America, but one of the first to make these trips was the painter José Venturelli. Given that he had been living in China since 1952, he often hosted these delegations, as we can see in the following photo, visiting an industry with his wife Delia Baraona and his daughter Paz, who as a family were the pioneering link between the highest Chinese and Latin American authorities. This involved numerous tests of friendship and mutual trust. 

IMAGE 1-VISIT TO A CHINESE FACTORY, JOSÉ VENTURELLI, DELIA AND THEIR DAUGHTER PAZ. 

[image: ]

 

Source: José Venturelli Foundation Photo Archive 

 

In reviewing the specialised literature on these travellers over the last decade, it is worth highlighting the contri-bution of Brenda Rupar, who describes them as follows: 

The study of the diplomacy of the People's Republic of China has called this policy "people-to-people diplomacy" or "cultural diplomacy" (translation of renwen waijiao, the name in Chinese), which is necessarily presented as a legacy of Soviet practice. This policy strongly characterised the 1950s and, with modifications, the 1960s. From the Chinese perspective, these exchanges were, along with Foreign Languages Publishing House, radio broad-casts and Beijing Informs, another form of propaganda. (2020, p.1) 

This means that reviewing the published texts of other authors such as Sylvia Saítta (2007) from Argentina, María Montt (2016) from Chile and Jaime Ortega (2022) from Mexico helps us to build up a profile of these travellers. The journey they took and their subsequent impressions and writings coincide regardless of their places of origin. This confirms that these trips clearly responded to New China's need to find new voices in Latin America that would allow them to replicate the Chinese experience in their own countries upon their return and make it public in local newspapers. 
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Alongside them, Mathew Rothwell, from North America, refers to these travellers in the 1950s, stating that 1,500 Latin Americans, who were engaged in various professional activities or trades, visited China. Most of them were not communists, but rather left-wingers who joined these delegations and came away with a positive impression. These travellers, as Rothwell argues, would be Transpacific Revolutionaries, although many of them exceed this very concept. (2013, p.20). 

The exchange of information and ideas was effective insofar as the communist countries with strong leadership applied a  political line based  on 'peaceful coexistence',  which  occurred primarily  in China  between  1952 and 1958. This approach towards Latin America was marked, firstly, by geographical distance and a scarcity of re-sources and, secondly, by the rise of national liberation movements (Ratliff, W 1969, p. 54). In some ways, China's cultural diplomacy towards Latin America highlighted the profound transformations that were taking place in the Asian country, but not from a theoretical perspective, rather from personal experience. 

In this context, Prime Minister Chou Enlai appointed him early on to the position of Secretary General of the Peace Movement for the countries of Asia, Africa and the Pacific in 1952 (Mancilla, L 2003, p. 63) This was a sign of friendship that would accompany them throughout their lives, beyond the Chilean artist's prolonged stays in Mexico, Argentina and Cuba. His role as Ambassador to Latin America required him to travel around the countries promoting the creation of Friendship Associations between China and Latin American countries. 

His ties with Chile  were always close, and his membership in the Chilean Communist  Party kept  him in close contact, intertwining the relations between the two states. This became evident in October 1952, when José Venturelli,  together  with  Pablo  Neruda  and  Salvador  Allende,  founded  the  Chilean-Chinese  Cultural  Institute (ICCC), organising visits to China by delegations known as the travellers of the 1950s, typical of the cultural di-plomacy  already  mentioned.  The  ICCC  made  numerous  cultural  delegations  and  exhibitions  possible,  raising awareness of Chinese culture in Chile. (Ahumada, 2024 b, p. 82) 

 

3. LATIN AMERICA AND ARGENTINA, A SPACE FOR NEW CHINA

Given its political convictions, Argentina was the focus of these early efforts to showcase New China, as reported in the press at the time (Nuestra Palabra, 16 May 1956). His artistic works were exhibited worldwide, displaying a  figurative  language  that  allowed  him  to  reflect  the  peasant  world,  the  mule  drivers,  the  Mapuche  people, women, as well as the socio-cultural contexts in which he lived through his numerous exhibitions. A predomi-nantly peasant society was being restructured under the rules established by the Five-Year Plans, whose guide-lines were influenced by the Soviet Union and the application of Marxist theory. From its inception, the Maoist model focused on lifting the population out of poverty and promoted collective ownership along with industri-alisation plans that would allow for long-term development. 

Within this context, José Venturelli organised his visit to Argentina in 1956, promoting a major exhibition at the Pizarro Gallery. At the same time, he sought to disseminate his perceptions and learnings from his three years of residence in China, where he arrived in early 1952, in the local press and media. It should be noted that ties between Argentina and China had been consolidated years earlier with the founding of the Argentine Association of Chinese Culture. According to sculptor Carlos Biscioni: 

In 1954, in a workshop on Charcas Street and probably under the influence of Juan Carlos Castagnino, the Argen-tine-Chinese Friendship House was formed, which was presented to society under the name Argentine Associa-tion of Chinese Culture and where the support of José Venturelli and Pablo Neruda for its formation was also noted (Jara, n.d.). 

Of particular relevance are the publications that appeared in newspapers, magazines and brochures, some of them in Diario La Nación, La Razón and El Mundo, about the interviews given during the opening of the exhibition. It is worth noting what was said in Revista Crítica when it stated, in the context of the three talks he gave, that "For  Venturelli, Asian art  gives us a  path" and later affirmed that "China  has not  abandoned classical secular painting" (Crítica, 9 May 1956). In turn, Diario La Nación discusses the influence that Chilean artist David Siqueiros has had on Venturelli with his Mexican painting  style and  Candido Portinari with the colourfulness typical of Brazilian aesthetics. However, the most relevant aspect highlighted is his ability to depict the "nude" in Homenaje a la Modelo N°4 (Tribute to Model No. 4). (La Nación, 15 May 1956). 

Along the same lines of reviewing written material is what was expressed in Nuestra Palabra on 26 May 1956, whose title reads Venturellli in Buenos Aires, and where the article begins by pointing out that his works have been exhibited in Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Germany, France, Japan and China. Later, it reports that he convened 

José Venturelli (1924–1988), pioneering artist and his connections (…) - Mónica Ahumada Figueroa 

 

a conference on Friday the 11th in which he recounted his impressions, travelling as a painter and not as a hurried artist. A painter who felt Chinese reality very honestly. The current happiness of a country rescuing itself from feudalism that was stifling development and moving towards socialism. 

IMAGE 2. ARTICLE WITH INTERVIEW WITH VENTURELLI IN BUENOS AIRES

[image: ]

 

Source: Nuestra Palabra, 1956, 16 May. José Venturelli Foundation Archive. 

 

Continuing with his account, a key phrase he points out is: "My exhibition is very Chinese in both technique and content, but it is about the truth that a Chilean painter has made of this reality. There is no portrait or human figure. In China, there was no School of Fine Arts, but rather a relationship between master and apprentice, and therefore it was a parental teaching. (Nuestra Palabra b, 16 May 1956). Continuing with this press review, else-where he expresses his vision based on this Socialist Revolution, pointing out that culture has managed to carve out a space for itself through the creation of painting schools and museums, whereas previously the few that existed belonged to private individuals or to the Chinese Empire's own collections. 

In this regard, in Noticias Gráficas magazine, according to an interview with Venturelli, he pointed out that there are three currents of popular Chinese art, namely: 

The primitive system of wood engraving, which peasants practised for pleasure and entertainment; paper cut-ting, which is Chinese stained glass, placed on wood in the absence of glass, giving the impression of a window; and embroidery with effects of extraordinary significance in porcelain and bamboo crafts (26 May 1956). 

The mark of her presence in Argentina is evident, and her ties with María Rosa Oliver date back to when they met in Chile for the Continental Congress of Culture in 1953. Years later, they met again when she visited China and was able to meet the great Chinese artist Qi Baishi, who was over 90 years old. He was surprised to see her in a wheelchair, the result of childhood polio, while he was using a palanquin, causing her to give him hers as a gift (Mancilla 2003, p.78). This was a great surprise, given that such a device was unusual at the time. 

Years later, ten years after the proclamation of the PRC, Venturelli returned to Argentina in 1959 and gave a talk at the Museum of Fine Arts. The headline in a newspaper read, "The Chinese have been painting abstract art for centuries" (El Nacional, 23 April 1959), highlighting the differences with the European world, where this pictorial expression is recent. 
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IMAGE 3: HEADLINE ON THE OCCASION OF A CONFERENCE AT THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BUENOS AIRES. 
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Source: El Nacional, 23 April 1959. José Venturelli Foundation Archive. 

 

Based on the above background information and a review of the press coverage on this subject, we can affirm that Venturelli's influence on Argentine intellectuals is intertwined with his influence in promoting the Argentine Association of Chinese Culture, as well as expressing support for those first Argentines who travelled to China. Norberto Frontini, Gonzalez Tuñon and Bernardo Kordon (Ahumada 2024, pp. 213-215), among others, who also contributed to building these unique ties between Latin America and China. 

His work deserves to be disseminated in the trans-Andean country, and in this vein, an exhibition is being pre-pared in Buenos Aires as an extension of the celebrations that will take place in Chile on the occasion of the centenary of his birth and the major exhibition to be held at the La Moneda Cultural Centre in Santiago de Chile this December 2024. 

 

4. HIS ROLE AS A NON-STATE ACTOR, BEYOND PAINTING AND HIS PRESENCE IN CUBA

The life of José Venturelli should be known in another little-explored dimension, where his international involve-ment is key to understanding New China in a world marked by the Global Cold War and where it was not possible for him to be seen as another actor in the face of hegemonic powers such as the United States and the Soviet Union. It is precisely there that José Venturelli understands that his role is not only to be a painter or a renowned artist, but that he must play a leading role in relation to Third World countries, their social struggles and the promotion of the Maoist model on other continents. This began in Latin America, which he had travelled through in the decades prior to the 1960s and where radical structural reforms were demanded to end extreme poverty and economic inequality. In this context, he perceived that the Maoist model, which was eminently agrarian, could find a space for dissemination. 

To speak of him as a non-state actor implies knowing that, like many other leaders and intellectuals, his political work developed independently of the state and that his prominence was due to his own personal convictions, his political experience and his militancy in the Communist Party, which had allowed him to forge a different dimension. His track record was indisputable, and his experience in China, marked by his close ties to Chou Enlai and Mao Zedong, drove him to an unconditional commitment to the PRC, where the economic difficulties being experienced were central to that struggle, which began to make it clear that China was undergoing a profound revolution, leaving behind a feudal society marked by imperialism and a Confucian hierarchical structure. 

Daphné Jossselin and William Wallace, renowned scholars of non-state actors, argue that they were key during 
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the Cold War as they received support from different organisations and were sponsored so that they could openly or covertly help both individuals and institutions to advance in the implementation of political projects, being autonomous from a central government and emerging rather from civil society, being outside state control and its guidelines (2001, p. 3). This explains why the actions of these individuals or non-governmental organisations occurred in parallel with the dimensions managed by the state itself. 

Since the triumph of the Cuban Revolution on 1 January 1959, led by Fidel Castro, Latin America began to expe-rience a scenario where demands for structural reforms and the feasibility of other revolutionary processes in the region were possible. This led to a US blockade of the island and a National Security strategy, under which no other revolutionary process in the region would be allowed under any circumstances. In this context, a conti-nental blockade was imposed on the Soviet Union to prevent it from intervening in support of governments with a Marxist or similar ideology. This led to strong intervention by the United States in Latin America and the Carib-bean, as well as by the Soviet Union in defence of the revolutionary process initiated by the Cubans. 

It was precisely at the beginning of the Cuban Revolution that José Venturelli travelled to the island and became closely associated with Fidel Castro and Ernesto "Che" Guevara, establishing a friendship with them. His presence in Cuba, linked to close government circles, allowed him to pass on his knowledge not only by creating the Ex-perimental Graphic Arts Workshop in Havana, but also by fostering close ties between China and Cuba, promot-ing relations between the two states. These pioneering agreements in 1960 allowed Cuba to be the first country in the Western Hemisphere to establish diplomatic relations with New China, and they were signed on 28 Sep-tember of that year, following a large mass rally where the Cuban people approved the decision (Xu Shicheng, 2010). 

The conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union was ongoing, as both wanted to exert their influence in Latin America and in countries that belonged to the periphery, being part of the Third World with a significant economic lag.  At the same time, it  is important  to note that the Soviet  Union and China  had experienced an ideological rift, given that the Soviet model, with its strong state industrialisation, was very different from the Chinese reality, with a predominantly peasant population, where the lack of resources and shortage of profes-sionals were an impediment to fulfilling the Five-Year Plans. It should be noted that China, in those years, owed large sums in loans to the Soviet Union, which had to be paid with grain, generating a severe food shortage to the detriment of its population. New China did not yield to these pressures, leading to the definitive break be-tween China and the Soviet Union and prompting the withdrawal of both aid and Russian professionals. 

José Venturelli was not absent from these debates, and it was Minister Chou Enlai himself who asked him, as well as others, to look into the possibility of turning to professionals from Latin America to support and comple-ment the Maoist revolution process. Thus, a new path was sought, and Cuba would be the first to join. Drawing on other sources, the testimony of Pablo Rovetta, of Uruguayan origin, who came to live in China at the age of 17, is important. In one of his testimonial writings, he recounts Che Guevara's trip to China in November 1960, with his second visit taking place in 1965. In this regard, he points out that the most relevant aspect was the need to teach and promote the teaching of the Spanish language in Beijing and "already in 1964, when it was still the only country in the Spanish-speaking world with relations  with the People's Republic, Cuba  received the first group of 108 Chinese students" (2020, p.1). 

During those years in Cuba, according to Paz, his daughter, "Jose Venturelli  painted two  large murals, one in homage to Camilo Cienfuegos in the Old Medical College Building, which is now the Ministry of Health... The other, the Solidarity Mural at the Habana Libre Hotel, where there was no one else, just us." She goes on to say that "My father continues to travel a lot because he is still Secretary General of the Asia-Pacific Peace Movement. (Venturelli, P, 14 January 2016). 

It was precisely during these trips that he had to make contacts with both the Chinese and Cuban authorities in order to promote political and foreign trade ties. In this context, he met Raúl Maldonado, an Ecuadorian, who remembers him in a personal interview, highlighting his and his wife Delia's human qualities, saying: 

"I met José in Havana, where I was working with the Cuban government and José was pursuing his activities as a painter in a new revolutionary reality that was emerging in Latin America. It was very interesting to meet him, and it was in response to a suggestion made to me in Beijing by some Chinese friends during one of my trips to China. This allowed me to meet many people... I had to collaborate with the Cuban government on matters that were unknown to all of us, such as how to build and rebuild a country ravaged by dictatorships and wars. That is how we began to develop a  very good friendship (...) and that is how I was able to carry out my activities as Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade" (9 November 2019). 
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During these countless trips to different parts of the world, José Venturelli identified even more with the Maoist model, pointing out that the process initiated by New China was very different from the model promoted by the Soviet Union. For him, it was a priority to support the most neglected regions of the Third World, such as Latin America and Africa. These countries, marked by their struggles for decolonisation, world peace and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, allowed him to build networks of friends, where he met Rewi Alley from New Zealand, Saionji Kinkazu from Japan, and Ahmed Kheir from Sudan. Alongside them, we must remember Anne Louise Strong, a renowned American journalist who came to live in China around 1920, a few years after the Republic of China was proclaimed by Sun Yatsen. She lived in China for many years and her writings were pub-lished in the chronicles "Letters from China" (Venturelli, P 2016, 14 January). 

All this allows us to build up a profile of him that goes far beyond his work as a prominent painter and muralist, marked by his long friendship with David Siqueiros, a leading Mexican figure. This friendship dates back to the distant days when they met in Chile, when he was a simple student and apprentice in the murals made at the Escuela de México in Chillán. His solid knowledge of world events, his commitment to revolutionary processes, and his tireless travels across different continents established him as a non-state actor where the Chinese process and its dissemination were the essence of his efforts in the 1960s. According to American researcher Mathew Rothwell, regarding his global action in the midst of the Cold War, he points out: 

The Political Committee led him to join and promote Maoist ideas within the left-wing revolutionary circle... and this close relationship with Chou Enlai led to his expulsion from Cuba and Castro's denunciation during the Sino-Soviet split. (2016, p. 46) 

This was reflected in the fact that, in the wake of the October 1962 missile crisis and the subsequent strong Soviet presence on the island, the Cuban government chose to follow Moscow's line, adhering to Marxism-Leninism and the Soviet model. Thus, the two key figures of the Cuban Revolution, Fidel Castro and Che Guevara, took their own paths with very different approaches. At the global level, the Soviet Communist Party would mark a definitive distance from the Chinese Communist Party, seeking different paths in the global context and espe-cially in Latin America. In this context, José Venturelli and his family had to leave the island, as did Che Guevara (Venturelli, P 2016, 14 January). Some time later, he was expelled from the Chilean Communist Party, a fact that marked him deeply given his radical commitment to revolutionary processes and the People's Republic of China. 

His travels continued along with his art exhibitions, with extended stays in Chile until the 1970s and China. It was precisely while in China that he received the news of the coup d'état in Chile on 11 September 1973, as well as the death of President Allende, his friend, with whom he had shared a long career. Chile was entering a long dictatorship. These events left him deeply shaken and unsure of what to do. He wanted to be closer, even though he could not return to his native country. Where could he go? He began to pack his things. Friends wrote to him and invited him to Switzerland, where he would begin  a  long stay filled with sorrow for his deeply wounded country. 

 

5. HIS EXILE IN GENEVA, LEARNING TO SURVIVE AND FIGHT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

His arrival in Europe confronted him with the dramatic reality of exile, and the news coming out of Chile reported multiple human rights violations, including murders, torture and disappearances. Geneva opened its doors to him and became the city that would welcome him for more than ten years, where he had to learn to live in a culture very different from that of China, where he had resided for more than 20 years in different periods. This city welcomed him, surprised him, and once again his pictorial talent came to the fore. It would be the place where he would live out the last stage of his life. 

Venturelli's painting was always marked by a figurative language with strong colours. His long residence in China and his work as a professor at the Beijing School of Fine Arts allowed him to learn new techniques in drawing, engraving and lithography, as well as to incorporate the use of Chinese ink into his artistic expressions. Europe is very different, and the weight of the large number of Chileans arriving in exile as a result of the dictatorship in Chile places him in a very complex situation. His friends are no longer there. How long will it be before he thinks about returning? 

Painting became his refuge, and he began a series of black and white drawings in Indian ink entitled "Patria Negra y Roja" (Black and Red Homeland, 1975), in which he reflected what was happening in Chile in a visual language. The faces, bodies, bound hands and expressions of heart-rending pain mark a new stage in which the artist grap-ples with the struggle for a new identity. In this regard, the Venturelli Catalogue, 45 Years of Painting 1943-1988 

José Venturelli (1924–1988), pioneering artist and his connections (…) - Mónica Ahumada Figueroa 

 

notes: 

"He painted with his soul, in his own way, with the genius of a  watchman, like a  missionary sent  to earth to improve the human condition and bring joy (...) We are deeply moved by "Levantando al caído" (Lifting up the Fallen). Its value lies in the humanistic projection that permeates all his work" (Rojas, A 1990). 

Geneva became his home, where he began to make a name for himself again by exhibiting his work at the Rath Museum in 1979, which bore the stamp of his own reality by helping to show solidarity with the Chilean exiles who were arriving in the city in greater numbers. Some time later, he travelled to Panama and Ecuador, but had to return urgently. His chronic lung disease, which he had suffered from since his youth, worsened, and Chinese doctors had to travel to  Switzerland to cure him of his agony through acupuncture. Once recovered, he was commissioned to create a 90 m2 mosaic mural for L'Ecole de Balaxert, which was of enormous proportions and inaugurated in 1984. 

His art was recognised once again, and he was commissioned to create stained glass windows for the Church of La Madelaine. He travelled to Venice to learn the techniques he did not know and was inspired by passages from the Bible. The work was widely acclaimed, and for its design he took as his reference images of Christ crucified, among others. These stained glass windows were inaugurated in 1986, and the church has been declared a World Heritage Site due to its beauty and architecture. Fernando Reyes, former Chilean ambassador to China, recalls his conversation with the Chilean painter in Geneva, who accompanied him on a tour of the church, pointing out that "Chinese art forced me to see and think again about what culture was." (Reyes Matta, F 2022). Thus, he had the opportunity to discover the talent of the Chilean artist, appreciating his latest work, but above all the deep ties that Venturelli had forged with China. 

IMAGE 4: STAINED GLASS WINDOWS, CHURCH OF LA MADELAINE, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND. 
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Source: José Venturelli Foundation Archive. 

 

While in Geneva, he returned to Chile in 1985 and 1986, and then considered returning permanently and moving his work to his native country. His creativity continued, but his general health weakened, and an acupuncturist, Tiang Chong-Huo, travelled from China to Geneva to treat him. Traditional Chinese medicine would play its part in his rehabilitation. In June 1988, Delia, his wife and companion since his early days in New China, died. His lungs deteriorated again and they decided to transfer him to Beijing, where he was received by one of his friends, Yang Shu-Tian. His weakness was evident, he was hospitalised, but nothing could revive him. He died on 17 September 1988, in the country that had welcomed him, and the President of the People's Assembly himself attended his funeral. Paz, his daughter, transferred his ashes to Chile, to finally rest in the General Cemetery of Santiago, after an ecumenical funeral ceremony at the Vicaría de la Solidaridad. 

 

6. FINAL REFLECTIONS

The Chilean artist's journey and his ties to China allow us to understand how two countries so far apart managed to find common ground in a pioneering way beginning in 1952, when the World Peace Conference of Asian and Pacific Countries was held. It was precisely in this context that José Venturelli met the highest Chinese authorities, as well as those who would become his best friends in the Asian country. The relationships of friendship and 
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mutual trust were a fundamental pillar that he managed to develop through his personal style, painting, as well as through his political role as a non-state actor, holding the position of Secretary General of the Movement for Peace in Asia-Pacific. 

New China needed to rely on foreign friends to help consolidate the spread of the Maoist model, not only in terms of knowledge of its new cultural expressions, but also in the multiple networks that had to be built with Latin America and the Pacific region. The best expression of this was the cultural diplomacy that allowed numer-ous intellectuals, politicians and left-wing activists to learn about a new model under construction, in which the Chilean artist was an architect in the construction of networks. 

In this context, he travelled to Argentina, gave lectures and exhibited his work, forging links that would keep him in close contact and, at the same time, allow him to not only showcase his work as an artist in his lectures, but also to spread the Chinese model in a society marked by a strong European influence. His writings and lectures are surprising in newspaper reports; he feels comfortable and his projections will continue over time. 

The same was true in Cuba, where his stay was marked by close ties with the highest authorities, but where his presence left its mark not only in his murals but also in his role as a promoter of the ties built between Cuba and China. Geneva was no exception, and beyond his forced exile, he managed to give new vigour to his projection and significance as an artist.  All this  without  forgetting that his great passion  was the  construction of a  New China, which could be a reference point for Latin America. 

Decades later, we see these relationships created between Latin America and China, now the world's second largest economy, and we can rethink how these relationships were built. China has not forgotten this, and this once again allows José Venturelli to be given his rightful place, making his legacy known to new generations. 
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REFLECTING ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF CHINA’S IMAGE 

IN LATIN AMERICA

 

Z          113                114 HU Z HENMING , L IU X INYUAN

 

Abstract: China’s international image is not monolithic, it varies between developed and developing countries, which forms the background for China to build its national image. As a part of China’s international image, China’s image  in  Latin  America  has  undergone  a  transformation  from  a  “revolutionary  ideological  exporter”  to  a “cooperative partner”. Throughout this transformation, China has been seen as “the business partner of Latin America”, “the exemplar of an alternative development model”, and “the builder of a multipolar world order”. From the perspective of Latin Americans, China represents both an “opportunity” and a “risk”. On one hand, “China’s rise raises anxieties in Latin America due to its impact on the environment, migration, and demand for natural resources”. On the other hand, “the sustainability of China’s development in Latin America and its modes of overseas expansion influence Latin America’s choices regarding development paths”. Additionally, “China’s presence in Latin America has prompted Latin Americans to reflect on their local governments and governance capabilities”.  The  misunderstandings  arising  from  cross-cultural  differences  and  imperfections  in  bilateral operations need to be resolved by strengthening China’s “soft power” construction within the framework of the “united front”. 
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1. HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY OF CHINA-LATIN AMERICA RELATIONS: FROM REVOLUTIONARY IDEOLOGY TO 

COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT

The ties between China and the Latin American can be traced back to the earliest globalized route in the latter half of the 16th century, the “Silver Road”, connecting Manila, Philippines, to Acapulco, Mexico (Gordon & Mo-rales, 2017). However, this route was interrupted in the 19th century due to the decline of Spain and the Qing Empire, as well as Mexico’s independence in 1815. Nevertheless, this connection was replaced by the “coolie” trade in the mid-19th century: the Qing Dynasty was forced to establish formal relations with Latin American countries due to the  suffering of the “coolies” trade (Ratliff, 2012, p. 32). From the fall of the Qing Dynasty, through the transition between old and new regimes, to the reform and opening-up of new China in the 1970s, the relationship between China and Latin America has undergone continuous adjustments. However, the nearly 200 years of domestic turmoil and external challenges deeply influenced China’s international relations and im-age, including its ties with Latin America. 

Since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, the relationship between China and  Latin America has generally gone through three stages: the stage of people-to-people diplomacy, the stage of revolutionary expe-rience  sharing,  and the stage of cooperative development (Ratliff, 2012, p. 33). The 1950s  were the stage of people-to-people diplomacy. Due to the international Cold War context at the time, there were no formal diplo-matic relations between China and most Latin American countries (except Cuba), and the activities between the two sides were mostly carried out by civil society actors. Unofficial interactions were frequent, and a large num-ber of Chinese and Latin American literary works and leaders’ works were translated and published into each other’s country. Notably, Cuba chose to follow “The Chinese Path”. The 1960s to the early 1970s were known as the  so-called  “revolutionary  experience  sharing  stage”,  which  was  under  the  circumstance  of  the  tension  in China-Soviet relations. During this period, China sought to share its revolutionary experiences (guerrilla warfare) with Latin America to oppose “American imperialism”. However, relations between China and Latin American countries became tense in the mid-1960s as Cuba turned to the Soviet Union and the guerrilla leader Che Gue-vara (1967) was killed in Bolivia. In the 1970s, China-Latin America relations entered a stage of establishing dip-lomatic ties and cooperative development, driven by significant events such as the Kuomintang (KMT) govern-ment withdrawing from the United Nations in 1971, the establishment of diplomatic relations between China 
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and the United States in 1972, and China’s reform and opening up in 1978. Since the beginning of the new century (2000), China-Latin America relations have entered a period of rapid development: In 2008, the release of the “China’s Policy Paper on Latin America and the Caribbean” elevated China-Latin America relations to a “strategic level”; in January 2014, the Summit of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) adopted the “Special Statement on the Establishment of a China-CELAC Forum”, laying the foundation for the comprehen-sive cooperation process between China and Latin America; in 2015, China and Latin America officially launched the China-CELAC Forum. Therefore, the modern and contemporary development history of China, the develop-ment history of China-Latin America relations, and the cultural differences between two sides serve as key ref-erences for Latin America to interpret China-Latin America cooperation. 

 

2. THE FRAGMENTED NATIONAL IMAGE OF CHINA

China’s national image in the international community is not monolithic, but varies according to the development level and cultural differences of each region. Pew Research Center (2013) published a report titled  “America’s Global Image Remains More Positive than China’s”. The report noted that from 2007 and 2013, regarding Latin American countries (including Argentina, Mexico, Chile, Venezuela, Brazil, Bolivia, and El Salvador), China enjoyed a relatively positive image in Latin America, especially in countries that export goods to China. For instance, in 2013, 71% of Venezuelans, 65% of Brazilians, and 62% of Chileans held a favorable view of China. It also pointed out that “attitudes toward China vary from region to region… with an average of 72% of Africans and 58% of Latin Americans have a positive view of China” (Pew Research Center, 2013, p.26). In 2019, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the Pew Research Center conducted a report regarding China’s economic development impact on 17 countries (both developed and developing coun-tries) (Silver et al., 2019). The report showed that among the three major countries in Latin America, which are Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina, the proportion of people who viewed that “China’s growing economy is a  bad thing” was 24%, 25%, and 28% respectively; people who viewed “China’s growing economy is a good thing” were 64%, 55%, and 54% respectively; people who viewed that “investment from China is a bad thing” are 30%, 29%, and 47% respectively, viewed that “investment from China is a good thing” are 91%, 59%, and 43% respectively ； people who believed that China  had a  substantial impact on domestic economies are 61%, 60%, and 61%. Between 2014 and 2019, countries whose economic growth benefited from China showed notable increases in positive perceptions: Mexico increased by 26 percentage points (from 38% to 64%), Brazil increased by 16 per-centage points (from 39% to 55%), and Argentina increased by 13 percentage points (from 42% to 54%). At the same  time,  people  in  many  countries  believe  that  “maintaining  bilateral  economic  relations  with  both  China (66%) and the United States (64%) is good, but they believe that China’s economic influence (48%) is more posi-tive than the United States (42%)”; people in Mexico (76%), Argentina (66%) and Brazil (58%) are optimistic about their country’s ties with China. In addition, there is a split in the survey on “China’s image” in 34 countries (both developed and developing countries): Western Europe generally holds a negative view (Spain 53%, Sweden 70%); Central and Eastern Europe has a split view (positive in Bulgaria, Poland, and Lithuania; negative in the Czech Republic and Slovakia); the United States and Canada exhibited negative perceptions; neighbors of Asia and Aus-tralia viewed China unfavorably (South Korea 63%, Australia 57%, Philippines 54%); Russia (71%) and Ukraine (57%) displayed positive perception; the Middle East, Latin America (Brazil 51%, Mexico 50%, Argentina 47%) and Sub-Saharan Africa (Nigeria is as high as 70%) generally held favorable views. Overall, young people are more likely to hold a positive view than the older generation, and developing countries are more likely to hold a positive view than developed countries. 

It is clear from the Pew Research report that China’s international image presents the following characteristics: In general, developing countries tend to have a more favorable view of China than developed countries (e.g., Europe and North America). Regions such as the Middle East, Latin America, and Sub-Saharan Africa predomi-nantly hold positive attitudes toward China. 

 

3. THE CHANGING IMAGE OF CHINA IN LATIN AMERICA

China’s image in Latin America  undergone changes over time.  As the heirs of Western colonial culture, Latin America also inherited certain Western stereotypes about China——the knowledge custodian in the 18th cen-tury, the so-called “Yellow Peril” in the 19th century, the so-called “Red Peril” in the 20th century, an ancient thousand-year-old martial arts master, the holder of new Eastern knowledge, the threat to the Western economy and the creator of unemployment (Lee, 2006, p. 381). Nevertheless, due to the region’s unique characteristics, 
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Latin America has not blindly followed Western views. 

With the cooperation between the People’s Republic of China and Latin America, China has gained a new image in Latin America. Mexican scholar Cristian Tapia Muro identified three findings through her analysis of content in two major Colombian media (2008–2010). First, Colombians are not only interested in bilateral relations with China, but also in China’s capabilities, values and vast economic scale as a global actor. “China represents a model of non-enlightenment modernity” and its achievements challenge Western universal values, especially in terms of human rights and democracy. Secondly, Colombian media reflects two dominant perspectives on China: either as a positive business partner or a conflict maker in the global context. Finally, compared with the rise of Japan, China is seen as a threat to the United States (Muro, 2016, p. 67). Argentine scholar Mariano Mosquera (2019) conducted a discourse analysis of annual report “Overview of International Integration in Latin America and the Caribbean” (PII, 1998-2018) by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), pointing out  that  China’s  presence  in  Latin  America  evolves  over  time  and  is  perceived  as  both  an  opportunity  and a threat. Specifically, China’s image in Latin American economic discourse embodies such significant characteris-tics: from 1998 to 2001, the primary discourse framework described China as a problem and a threat; since 2002, the discourse framework shift to the focus on opportunities brought by China (Mosquera, 2019, pp.137-157).

 

Raúl Bernal-Meza (2016), a Chilean international relations professor, analyzed the image of China in Latin Amer-ican foreign policy and identified China’s three images: 1) a business partner (although the expressions may be different, the perception of risk dominates); 2) A representation of an alternative model of national economic and social development and modernization; 3) a builder of one pole in a new non-hegemonic multipolar world order (p. 75). In general, Latin Americans view China’s demands for Latin America are based on two considera-tions: in terms of geopolitical interests, in addition to maintaining its own national narrative (maintaining the “one China” principle), China strives to build an alternative world order independent from Western-led order; in terms of geo-economics, China aims to maintain the sustainable development of society and economy. 

 

4. REFLECTION ON CHINA’S IMAGE IN LATIN AMERICA

China’s image in Latin  America  manifests both positive and negative aspects. The positive aspects dominate, manifesting contributions to local economic and social development, industrial construction, employment pro-motion, and environmental improvements (Ray et al., 2015). However, there are also negative images that de-serve reflection, these negative images may hinder China-Latin America cooperation. Colombian scholar Ospina Estupinan (2017) selected five mainstream newspapers in five Latin American countries (Colombia, Peru, Mexico, El Salvador, and Dominican Republic) to analyze China’s image reported in 2014. According to the research find-ings, at the economic level, China’s investments in Latin America have brought opportunities but also impacted local industries with similar products; China pays little attention to environmental issues; China has become a strong local competitor due to its cheap labor and production (Ospina Estupinan, 2017, pp. 11-12). At the political level, China’s proximity to Latin America by “BRICS” and “South-South Cooperation” is suspected of forming an alliance, particularly as China’s disputes with neighboring countries (like Japan) have negatively impacted its im-age; China’s military development cause the fear of subverting the world order (Ospina Estupinan, 2017, pp. 11-12). Although this study is rough, it generally outlines the reasons for China’s negative image. 

In 2015, Armoni and Velásquez (2015) analyzed the content and comments on Facebook of mainstream media in five Latin American countries (Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru) to study the negative image of China. This research listed and evaluated the following negative aspects. In terms of product quality, Latin Americans perceive Chinese products as unsafe and unreliable, though paradoxically “criticize while consuming” the prod-ucts, which  significantly shapes their  image of  China. In terms of trade, though lacking real  experience, Latin Americans view China-Latin America trade as unequal, unjust, or even illegal and abusive, and the media, gov-ernment officials, and small and medium-sized enterprises often hold this critical view. In terms of culture, neg-ative images arise from cultural differences and stereotypes (such as non-standard Spanish pronunciation, hy-giene standards, consumption of dog meat, animal abuse). In terms of development, negative images arise from anxiety about China’s development (such as population growth, environmental impact, and China’s unlimited demand for natural resources) and the lack of knowledge about “socialist market economy” model (as market economy is a capitalist product in common sense). In terms of international relations, Latin Americans had con-cerns over dominance of China’s economy, the threat of Chinese immigration, and the China’s reconstruction of the international order, along with the belief that China did not provide adequate welfare for its citizens and damages  the  natural  environment.  In  terms  of  Latin  America’s  self-reflection,  China’s  presence  reflects  Latin 
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America’s local issues and contradictions, prompting Latin Americans to reflect on themselves, questioning ca-pacities of local governments and state machinery to protect citizens’ interests against China’s substantial influ-ence. In general, the lists of China’s negative images proposed by Armoni and Velásquez  (2015) reflect three main points: 1) China’s rise causes anxiety among Latin Americans due to its environment impacts, immigration and natural resources demands; 2) China’s involvement in Latin America has become a reference for Latin Amer-icans to reflect deeply on their development, eliciting questions about sustainable development, respect for local laws, and economic growth. The attention paid to China’s development and overseas expansion has continuously shaped Latin America’s choices of development paths; 3) China’s presence in Latin America has prompted Latin Americans to reflect on local governance capabilities (p. 141). 

The analysis conducted by Armony and Velásquez is representative, reflecting the deficiencies and flaws in China-Latin America interactions. Real cases support this, for example, in 2018, the civil society of five countries, in-cluding  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Ecuador, and  Peru,  required  Chinese  companies  (petrochemical  and  mining groups) to: 1) incorporate human rights principles into their development strategies in Latin America; 2) monitor human  rights  conditions  during  project  cycles;  3)  adopt  fair  and  corrective  measures  for  victims;  4)  abandon projects that violate national and international laws; 5) comply with the International Labor Organization (ILO) conventions (CICDHA, 2018, p. 28). 

To summarize reasons of China’s negative images: On the one hand, information asymmetry prevents sufficient communication and mutual understanding. On the other hand, “when in Rome, do as the Romans do”. Based on present progress, China needs to optimize its presence in Latin America to promote the upgrading of Latin Amer-ica’s industrial structure, such as adapting to local customs and rules. As interaction and learning between Latin America and China have led to calls for a “China-Latin America Relations 2.0” (Winter, 2019), it’s essential to improve and upgrade the form and content of China-Latin America cooperation. 

 

5. RECONSTRUCTING THE IMAGE: THE EPISTEMOLOGICAL OPPORTUNITY OF LANDING IN LATIN AMERICA

Latin America is a region rich in critical consciousness, primarily derived from reflections on its colonial history and modernization process. Since the discovery of the Americas, Latin America has experienced two phases of modernity impacts. The first modernity was associated with the emergence of 16th century’s world system that dominated by the Iberian Peninsula. The second modernity was associated with the Industrial Revolution and the Enlightenment in the 18th century, during which Britain replaced Spain as the global hegemon until 1945, controlling the Western European and world history, then followed by the presence of U.S. influence in Latin America (Blanco, 2009, p. 120). The colonial-driven modernization patterns deconstructed Latin American cul-ture through economic and political control, restructuring the collective social memory of Latin America. Accord-ing to Zhu (2016), “based on this vague identity, Latin American  social development  has deviated from Latin America’s own reality, perpetually exploring under the guidance of foreign ideologies: from Romanticism, Posi-tivism, Developmentalism, Marxism, Neoliberalism, to left-wing and even far-left ideologies” (p. 54). According to Latin American scholars, the disconnect between foreign development ideologies and local social realities, along with the complex social relations caused by colonialism, became the main impediments to Latin America’s development. 

In this context, the development  path of Latin America  was described by Mexican philosopher Leopoldo Zea (1976) as “‘the Utopia of the new millennium’, a future and aspiration disconnected from the past and reality. The realization of this future relies on pure aspiration, an aspiration without the support of reality” (p. 22). The historical social reality and thought in Latin America has become the primary materials and symbolic references for Latin American intellectuals to reflect on Latin American society, and the construction logic of history and social  reality  is  an  important  theme  of  reflection.  Development  and  dependence,  modernity  and  coloniality, southern epistemology, resistance and liberation, world system theory, peripheral realism (realismo periférico), and peripheral thinking (pensamiento periférico) are ideological and theoretical tools commonly used by intel-lectuals. These ideas and theories are tools aimed at building a decolonized, sustainable and liberal Latin America. The cognition and national consciousness of Latin America exhibit distinctively critical, decolonizing, ethical, and utopian characteristics. Therefore, from a historical perspective, especially after World War II, the tortuous mod-ernization path and the heavy colonial legacy have made Latin America both hopeful and vigilant about external forces attempting to land in the region, which exactly creates opportunities for developing China-Latin American relations. 
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6. RECONSTRUCTING IMAGE: BUILDING CHINA’S SOFT POWER IN THE NEW ERA

At a time when peace and development have become the main global themes, the construction of China’s image in Latin America must rely on the development of “soft power”. This involves two aspects, on the one hand, we must pay attention to the interests of Latin America, enhancing the study of the region’s intellectual history, cultural history, and development theories to fully understand the national consciousness and collective imagi-nation of Latin America. On the other hand, strengthening the dissemination of “soft power” within the frame-work of the “united front”. Firstly, as analyzed above, Latin America’s main concerns include whether China will continue the cooperative path between Western colonizers and Latin America, China’s own development prob-lems, the impact of China’s development on the world and Latin America, and whether China will respect Latin American culture. Overcoming these issues must  involve implementing President  Xi Jinping’s concept  of a  “A Global Community of Shared Future”, starting from a “common people’s methodology”, deepening research into Latin American intellectual history in social, political, economic, and cultural fields, enhancing the study of local languages (language is a slice of life experience, one must grasp the local language to understand reality), pro-moting cultural exchanges, truly understanding Latin America, and truly achieving intercultural communication between China and Latin America. It’s not advisable to vaguely speculate on Latin America’s history and current reality based on fragmented abstract concepts and materials have been passed on several times. Secondly, it is clear that the external “soft  power” dissemination should not  be only confined to Joseph Nye’s (2004) three resources of culture, political values, and foreign policies (p. 11). Instead, it should be revised according to the realities of China and the world, and its connotation should be expanded (covering non-coercive means in all fields). The external dissemination of “soft power” is not just the action of individuals, groups, or organizations, nor is it limited to cultural institutions and news media. It is a complex systematic project under the leadership of the Party, closely linked with the national “united front” work. The dissemination of “soft power” should not only involve ordinary people but also political and economic elites, opinion leaders, overseas Chinese communi-ties, overseas student organizations, think tanks, news media, etc., covering fields of politics, business, finance, culture,  media,  education,  and  so  on,  which  are  all  important  “venues”.  The  dissemination  of  “soft  power” abroad aims not only to change the world’s narratives that are unfavorable to China, but also to reconstruct the world’s narrative about China. 
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CONSTRUCTING A COMMUNITY OF SHARED EMOTIONS IN CHINA-LATIN AMERI-

CAN FILM INTERACTIONS UNDER THE PERSPECTIVE OF A COMMUNITY WITH A 

SHARED FUTURE FOR MANKIND BETWEEN CHINA AND LATIN AMERICA
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Abstract: China and Latin America have a long history of humanistic interactions, and their interactions in the field of movies have continued for more than half a century, but at present, Chinese movies in Latin America still remain  outside  the  dubbing  and  subtitling  translation  system,  with  a  small  market  share,  low  audience acquisition  rates,  and  limited  audience  acceptance.  Films  are  carriers  of  culture  and  bridges  for  mutual understanding between people. The current challenges in China-Latin American film interactions reflect pressing issues  that  need  to  be  addressed  in  China-Latin  American  cultural  relations.  In  the  broader  context  of  a community  with  a  shared  future  for  mankind,  President  Xi  Jinping  proposed  11  years  ago  to  establish  a community with a  shared future between China and Latin America. Since then, China-Latin America relations have ushered in a new era characterized by equality, mutual benefit, innovation, openness, and people-centered development, offering ideological guidance and value orientation for bilateral cooperation in movie interactions. Based on the value system of constructing a shared future for China and Latin America, the common experiences, positions,  and  dreams  of  their  peoples  have  forged  a  community  of  shared  emotions,  thereby  vigorously promoting  film  interactions  and  fostering  mutual  understanding,  learning  and  flourishing  between  the  two civilizations. 
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1. OVERVIEW OF FILM INTERACTIONS BETWEEN CHINA AND LATIN AMERICA

China and Latin American countries, geographically distant, have relatively limited interactions across various domains when compared to China’s relations with Asia and Africa, resulting in a less solid foundation for cultural exchanges. However, China’s influence in Latin America has increased significantly over the past two decades, with bilateral trade between China and Latin America surging from $18 billion to $450 billion between 2002 and 2022, making China the region’s second-largest trading partner after the United States. In particular, since the Belt and Road Initiative was proposed in 2013, China has deepened its strategic cooperation with Latin America, 

with 22 Latin American countries joining the initiative (Berg, 2025). Since then, Chinese films have increasingly targeted the Latin American market, promoting a greater number of Chinese film productions in the region. 

Chinese films have been spreading in Latin America for nearly seventy years (Han; Ma, 2023:89-95). This dissem-ination commenced shortly after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, specifically towards the end of the 1950s (Ratliff, 1969:53-79). The primary means of this spread were commercial theaters and official exhibi-tions, reaching countries like Chile, Mexico, Uruguay, Argentina, and Cuba. In 1959, the film New Year Sacrifice (1956) was screened at the Cine Versailles in Mexico City, the capital of Mexico, featured local mainstream news-papers publishing reports and articles for promotional purposes. Due to the enthusiastic response at the time, several films were added to the schedule, including the animated film  The Magical Pen (1955). In 1964, China held an economic and trade exhibition in Chile, where the films were shown as part of the exhibition, receiving a warm welcome from the Chilean audience. According to reports at that time, China brought 24 films and doc-umentaries, including Five Golden Flowers (1959), The Letter With Feathers (1954) and Beacon Fire on a Frontier (1957) along with the animated film The Monkey King (1964). 

Then, due to changes of the diplomatic relations, the dissemination of Chinese films in Latin America entered a stagnant stage in the 1970s. Starting from the 1980s, with China establishing official diplomatic relations with numerous Latin American countries, the official screenings of Chinese films slowly resumed. In 1982, the China Film Week was held in Colombia, showcasing six colored films including Call of The Home Village (1981) , Early Spring (1963), The Opium Wars (1959), Swallow Song (1981), The Young Teacher (1980) and Stage Sisters (1965). 
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In 1984, Argentina held the China Film Week as well. 

Entering the period of the 1990s, films by the fifth generation of Chinese directors started to make their way into Latin American cinemas. Zhang Yimou’s several films have been screened in Latin American cinemas. The earliest was Red Sorghum (1988), which was released in Argentina in 1989. Within ten years, his works including Ju Dou (1990), Raise the Red Lantern (1991), and Shanghai Triad (1995) were released in Argentina, Uruguay, and various other Latin American countries. Furthermore,  No One Less (1999) were showcased at the Buenos Aires Inde-pendent Film Festival in Argentina and São Paulo International Film Festival in Brazil. Chen Kaige’s film works such as Farewell My Concubine (1993), Temptress Moon (1996), and The Emperor and the Assassin (1998) were screened in Argentina and Colombia during the 1990s. And Springtime in a Small Town (2002) directed by Tian Zhuangzhuang, also of the fifth generation of Chinese directors, was released in Mexico in 2005. 

In the 2000s, interactions between Chinese films and Latin America market increasingly focused on official exhi-bitions.  In  2003,  cultural  exchanges  between  China  and  Mexico  in  film  and  television  dramas  commenced, marked by the Chinese Ministry of Culture’s organization of Chinese Film Week, showcasing films like The Mar-riage Certificate (2001), Pretty Big Feet (2002), Together (2002), and A Young Prisoner’s Revenge (2002). In 2016, which is the “Year of Cultural Interactions between China and Latin America”, the Chinese Film Culture Institute, in cooperation with the People’s Daily Overseas Edition and Overseas Web, hosted the China-Latin America Film Exhibition, showcasing six exceptional Chinese films: Path of The Soul (2017), Ba Wan Li (2017), The Sky Above Hakka Earth Buildings (2013), Chongqing Hotpot (2015), Sentence Me Guilty (2016), and 12 Citizens (2015). At that time, Ambassador Yang Wanming of the Chinese Embassy in Argentina expressed his hopes that more ex-cellent  Chinese  films  would  reach  Latin  America  in  the  future,  thereby  fostering  cultural  exchanges  between China and Latin America. “Chinese Cinema in Two Eras” Film Festival was held in Santiago of Chile in February 2023. A selection of outstanding early Chinese films such as Laborer’s Love (1922), Street Angel (1937), The Red Detachment of Women (1960), and The Monkey King (1964) was displayed, as well as contemporary Chinese films such as Me and My Motherland (2019), The Captain (2019), The Rescue (2020), Hi Mom (2021), A Writer’s Odyssey (2021), and Cliff Walkers (2021). The Chinese Film Festival in Colombia in 2023 also showcased Chinese films imbued with warmth and emotion, including The Monkey King (1964), Me and My Motherland (2019) and The Cliff Walkers (2021). 

The dissemination of Latin American films in China has primarily centered around film festival exhibitions, while screenings in commercial theaters or other platforms remain relatively scarce. The Argentine film A School in Cerro Hueso (2021) was selected for the main competition of the 11th Beijing International Film Festival (BJIFF). Utama (2022), directed by Bolivian filmmaker Alejandro Loayza Grisi, was honored with the Best Supporting Ac-tor Award at the 12th Beijing International Film Festival.The The Chilean-Argentine co-production The Punish-ment (2022) was honored the Tiantan Award and Best Actress at the 13th Beijing International Film Festival. In 2024, the 14th Beijing International Film Festival invited Brazil as the guest of honor and organized the Brazilian Film Week, marking the second time a Latin American country has been honored as such at the festival, while the Shanghai International Film Festival (SIFF) set up a special “Latin American Style Carnival” in the “Belt and Road” Film Week, creating more opportunities and platforms for Latin American movies to enter the Chinese audience and market. 

Concurrently, Latin American films have embarked on an endeavor to leverage commercial screenings as a means to enter Chinese cinemas. In 2018, the Brazilian film Nise: The Heart of Madness (2015), directed by Brazilian director  Roberto  Berliner,  was  commercially  released  in  Chinese  theaters,  marking  the  first  introduction  of a Brazilian film into the Chinese market. 

Chinese films have garnered notable success in Latin America, evidenced by their relatively high box office tak-ings. For instance, Zhang Yimou’s Hero (2002) , a pioneer of Chinese commercial film blockbusters, was released in several Latin American countries, including Mexico, Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and Bolivia, between 2004 and 2005. During this period, the film achieved notable success in Mexico, with box office earnings reaching as high as $1.15 million. The animated film Cats and Peachtopia (2018) also performed well, earning $679,074 at the Mexican box office. in 2019. Chinese films have now explored multi-platform screenings. The sci-fi film Wan-dering Earth (2019), which has been a big hit in recent years, was dubbed in Spanish by Netflix and screened online in Latin America. Meanwhile the film Wolf Warrior 2 (2017) was screened on Prime Video and Tubi stream-ing platforms, as well as on Peruvian Willax TV. The Captain (2019) and The Climbers (2019) were screened in theaters in Latin America meanwhile. Chinese animated films are gaining more popularity. The Latin American film market has always favored animated films. The inception of the Latin American dubbing and subtitling trans-lation industry can be traced back to the introduction of Disney’s animated films into this continent. There are 
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several animated films among the most watched in Argentina with Minions: The Rise of Gru (2022) leading the 

way. The prequel to The Despicable Me (2010) was seen by 4,566,438 spectators, which is not only a very high 

figure, but also represents 13.70% of the total number of tickets sold in the year. It places it as the third most 

watched film ever in Argentina, behind two other animated films, Toy Story 4 (from 2019: 6,632,507) and Minions 

(from 2015: 4,933,196 spectators). Since 2014, the Boonie Bears series have been distributed in the Latin Amer-

ican market, with the highest-grossing film, Boonie Bears:The Big Top Secret (2016), released in Colombia in 2016 

with  grossing  $210,000.  China’s  Chasing  Light  Animation’  productions  Cats  and  Peachtopia  (2018),  Tea 

Pets(2017), New Gods: Nezha Reborn (2021), and Green Snake (2021) have all been released in Latin American 

film markets, in which New Gods: Nezha Reborn (2021) and Green Snake (2021) have been released on Netflix 

platforms. 

 With many innovative attempts mentioned above, Chinese films have made their initial exploration into the Latin American market, engaging with diverse genres, varied platforms, and numerous highlights, thereby inter-acting with and exploring the viewing preferences and market flavors of the Latin American audience, ultimately accomplishing much. For Latin American films, the Chinese market is also distant and unfamiliar, and they are currently participating in film festivals held in China, gradually penetrating the Chinese market and grasping the intricate expectations of the Chinese audience towards movies. 

 

2. THE DILEMMA OF FILM INTERACTIONS BETWEEN CHINA AND LATIN AMERICA: THE COLLISION OF NATIONAL 

CULTURES

The exchange of Chinese and Latin American films has a history spanning nearly seventy years. Academics have conducted relevant research on the history, characteristics, problems, and strategies of China-Latin American film interactions. In its nascent stages, Chinese cinema has flourished in Latin America during early period, with commercial screenings and official exhibitions held in nations like Mexico, Uruguay, Cuba, and Chile, garnering enthusiastic  responses  from  Latin  American  audiences  and  achieving  widespread  dissemination  effects.  The novel Chinese culture embedded in these films was highly appealing, and the timely resistance to American films laid a solid foundation for the promotion and establishment of Chinese culture and national image (Han; Ma, 2023:89-95) . Despite this, the dissemination of Chinese films in Latin America  still faces challenges related to language, cultural background, distribution channels, and film genres, etc. Moreover, the traditional image of China constructed by Chinese films in Latin America lacks recognition for the cultural connotations it aims to convey, such as “technological” “friendly” and “peace-loving” (Luan, 2017:89-93). 

Nevertheless, research concerning Chinese films in the Latin American film market is still insufficient, character-ized by inadequate distribution and scant avenues for Latin American audiences to encounter these films, cou-pled with infrequent exposure. For Latin American viewers, they have a high acceptance rate for the plots and stories of Chinese TV dramas and films but a lower acceptance rate for the cultural values embedded within them (Luan, 2016:83-86) . Given the current state of Chinese film dissemination in Latin America, some scholars sug-gest that strategies such as resource integration, talent cultivation, deepening cooperation with Latin America, localization production, and media  convergence  should be adopted to substantially  broaden the influence of Chinese films (Zhang, 2020:27-28). Other scholars propose that, based on the guiding principle of showcasing excellent traditional Chinese culture and accurately reflecting China’s national image, films intended for overseas markets should appropriately adapt to international audiences during the production phase, aligning with their aesthetic preferences and reception methods, and reduce cultural differences through topic selection. Addition-ally, film dubbing and subtitling translation is a significant factor influencing the dissemination of Chinese films in Latin America, and the cultivation of translation talent should be emphasized (Gao, 2018:20-21). As China’s partnership with Latin America deepens, the pace at which Chinese film and television works reach Latin Ameri-can countries has notice rapidly accelerated, thereby enabling more Latin American audiences to start recogniz-ing and understanding China. In the future, Chinese film and television works should promote China-Latin Amer-ican commercial cooperation and package content that aligns with the viewing habits of audiences in the desti-nation regions. This encompasses production, dubbing and subtitling, and promotion, all rooted in the concept of “a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind”. These works ought to tackle common human themes and delve into issues of mutual concern in modern civilization, aiming to achieve resonance between the hearts of people in China and Latin America (Yang, 2023:21-27). 

Most research in Chinese academia focuses on the characteristics, communication effects, and strategies of Chi-nese films’ dissemination in Latin America. Considering the relatively limited scale and influence of China-Latin 
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American film exchanges, Latin American scholars often prioritize the artistic research of Chinese films, paying less attention to the dynamics of such cultural exchanges. Due to the long-standing monopoly of American films in Latin America, Chinese films face significant challenges in theatrical distribution in the region. Currently, Latin American audiences gain access to Chinese films via politically influenced and obscure global distribution chan-nels, alongside the commercialization of cultural audio-visual elements. As the international influence of Chinese films continues to grow and China-Latin American relations become increasingly close, the Latin American market is paying more attention to the distribution and circulation of Chinese films. The projection of Chinese cultural influence through cinema  is influenced by distribution companies, national policies, and relevant institutions. Furthermore, when considering viewing experiences, it is prudent to ponder whether Latin American audiences’ apparent indifference towards Chinese films arises from having watched too few or a lack of interest (Galindo, 2014). 

Most  existing foreign  studies have approached the subject  from the film study perspective, often conducting case studies of specific films. For example, researcher Rodolfo Batagris from the University of Buenos Aires in Argentina explored issues of state power and gender dominance in Zhang Yimou’s film  Raise the Red Lantern (Battagliese, 2018:1-10). The researcher from Costa Rica uses cinematic language to interpret the story of Zhang Yimou’s movie My Father and Mother (1999), and highly praises the emotions conveyed in the movie as a true hymn to love (Solís, 2006). 

Currently, the study of film exchange between China  and Latin America remains  sparse, with scant  attention from Latin American scholars towards this particular  subject. Broadly speaking, the crux of film exchange be-tween China and Latin America hinges on the audience’s reception and appreciation of cinematic works. The audiences’ viewing attitude is a multifaceted outcome, influenced by various factors including film production quality, story design, box office performance, attendance rates, promotional techniques, distribution strategies, etc. 

The author has conducted interviews with dozens of Latin American audiences in 2023 to gain an in-depth un-derstanding of the views and opinions of Latin American audiences towards Chinese movies in Latin America. Most interviewees exhibit a keen interest in Chinese movies and possess some understanding of Chinese culture. They attribute the current situation of Chinese movies in Latin America, including the small market share, lack of audience acceptance and limited audience access issues to the fundamental reason which is the collision be-tween Chinese and Latin American national cultures. Furthermore, the mutual enrichment and influence of these two cultures do not occur frequently after such collisions. 

“Chinese movies are challenging to comprehend, not owing to their intricacy, but  rather because many Latin American audiences lack understanding of China’s cultural context and historical background, rendering certain movie genres more difficult to grasp.” The interviewee from Peru argued. She talked about her favorite genres of Chinese movies, such as action movies, suspense movies, animated movies and kung fu movies. These are also the genres of Chinese movies that are generally accepted by Latin American audiences. She liked the characters and plots in Chinese movies, but as a Latin American audience, she thought that the romance genre was not their favorite type and very few of these movies were released. 

Another  Peruvian  interviewee  believed  that  Latin  Americans  greatly  appreciate  Chinese  elements  in  Chinese movies, yet they find the Chinese historical elements and humor within the Chinese cultural context more chal-lenging to comprehend. Meanwhile, when talking about the fantasy genre, she said that Latin American audi-ences were also very fond of the fantasy theme, which happened to be the genre that Chinese movies are good at. She hoped there would be more Chinese fantasy movies in the future. 

The Mexican interviewee believed that movies based on “naughty” themes, such as comedies, including bold content, were very popular in Mexico. This could serve as a viable strategy for Chinese films to penetrate the Mexican  market.  Yet,  the  challenge  lied  in  comedies  or  humorous  movies,  despite  Latin  American  audiences valuing humor expression highly, the humor in Chinese films often poses comprehension difficulties, conflicting with their viewing habits. He thought most of the humor in Chinese films was expressed in the language, and this kind of humor from a high context was difficult to be fully converted through Spanish translation, which made it difficult for Latin American Spanish-speaking audiences to understand. However, he mentioned there were ex-ceptions, such as Jackie Chan’s action comedies from the 1990s, which fitted well with the Latin American audi-ence’s acceptance of the context, being mischievous and daring while not being overly culturally loaded with dialogues that were understandable. 

The Colombian interviewee expressed interest in stories that mirror contemporary Chinese society and everyday 
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life. He believed that Chinese culture was extremely vast and rich, offering much to discover. 

The Chilean interviewee noted that both China and Latin America were developing countries with shared emo-tions in social life, expressing his hope that Chinese movies could depict these authentic stories to raise interests and resonance of Latin American viewers. 

The Argentine respondent believed that the commonality of human culture is what he hoped to see in Chinese films in the future. He believed that under the macro theme of all human beings, there was no distance between cultures, and Chinese and Latin American cultures were to be integrated and connected. 

The Argentine respondent perceived that the commonality of human culture was what he hoped to see in Chi-nese films in the future. He believed that, under the broad theme of humanity, cultural boundaries would dis-solve, allowing Chinese and Latin American cultures to blend more closely. 

The Chilean respondent held the opinion that China’s current accomplishments in cultural, economic, and tech-nological spheres have endowed it with a futuristic charm, captivating the affections of Latin Americans and it brought him pleasant surprises. Although audiences in Latin America do enjoy comedy films, these films often pose too many cultural barriers for them to fully appreciate. He added if Chinese films could successfully inte-grate Chinese-style humor with Latin American culture, it would undoubtedly be a highly beneficial and innova-tive attempt in film interactions. 

Both Mexican and Argentine respondents emphasized their strong preference for sci-fi movies. They held the belief that science fiction was currently a universal theme among human beings. For excample, The Wandering Earth (2019) was a good Chinese film, and both of them hoped to see more Chinese sci-fi films in the future. While Latin American audiences may find the cultural elements in Chinese films challenging to grasp, many Latin American audience who are interested in Chinese language or Chinese culture still hope to see more narrative and historical films. According to them, audiences in Latin America are not seeking more films that mimic Amer-ican blockbusters. They are more eager for films that are more faithful to Chinese elements and stories. 

Animated movies are also an important opportunity for  China-Latin America movie exchanges. The animated film Cats and Peachtopia (Las Aventuras de Tommy in Spanish) was released in Mexican cinemas in 2019, garner-ing widespread coverage and heated discussions on various local Mexican television shows and media outlets. For example, it was discussed by the hosts and guests of the Mexican morning show “Sale el Sol” as an animated movie that should be watched by the whole family. What’s more, it was featured on the Mexican mainstream media Éxcelsior’s web platform to be recognized as “the movie you can’t miss if you love cats”. This Chinese animated film seamlessly blends Chinese cultural elements with the portrayal of pet cats and family narratives, fostering a profound sense of empathy among Latin American viewers. 

The cross-cultural communication of movies is significantly impacted by the challenges of movie translation, for instance the movies of history such as Confucius (2010) or Sacrifice (2010) where cultural elements should be carefully adapted to enhance understanding and appeal to international audiences. Spanish is the most common language in Latin America, and there are also Portuguese, English, French and other official languages spoken in that continent. The process of film translation is that the translator first communicates with the original language author and works as a receiver of information to construct the meaning of the text. Then the translator constructs the meaning of the translated text through dialogue with the audience of the target language. This is the re-encoding process of translation (Ma, 2020:153-157). It can be seen that during the translation process of movies, the re-coding of cultural elements  can lead to cultural discount  issues,  which  may complicate the audience’s understanding of the film’s themes and increase the difficulty of appreciating the movie. 

Latin America has a long history of dubbing translation, which began in the 20th century with the establishment of Latin America’s first Spanish dubbing studio in Buenos Aires, the capital of Argentina. According to the report of the Argentine Association of Actors, the earliest  film widely recognized as being translated into Spanish in Argentina came from Disney animated films in the 1940s, including Pinocchio (1940), Dumbo (1941) and Bambi (1942) . 

Mexico is the leading country in importing and translating American movies. In interviews with Mexican viewers about movie translation, some viewers thought that the difference between the linguistic structure of the Chi-nese language and the Spanish language was the difficulty in translation, especially when watching Chinese mov-ies with subtitles. The subtitles, needing to match the speed of the dialogue, tend to be fast and packed with information, making them hard for viewers to grasp. The interviewee from Colombia, which is another major dubbing and subtitling translation country, considered translation to be a major difficulty because the standards 
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for film were vague and the effectiveness of translating cultural references in Chinese films became very im-portant. Moreover, some dubbed movies distributed in Latin America also face the problem of speaking accents. 

The dubbing and subtitling translation of imported films in Latin America requires attention to different coun-tries’ preferences for translated films. For example, Mexican audiences prefer translations of dubbing, while Ar-gentinean audiences are more inclined to watch subtitled movies. The beginning of imported movies in Latin America is exactly the emergence of translated movies, thus the issue of translation is also a key link in the pro-cess of China-Latin America movie interactions. 

Chinese and Latin American films encounter primary hurdles in their interactions, stemming from cultural colli-sion and the subsequent obstacles in mutual understanding and integration posed by these collisions. To foster greater interactions between Chinese and Latin American films, it is crucial to identify a means of accommodating and  comprehending  the  interplay  between  national  film  characteristics  and  localized  viewing  experiences, thereby enabling films to genuinely function as a bridge for China-Latin American relations and interactions. 

 

3. THE METHODOLOGY OF FILM INTERACTIONS BETWEEN CHINA AND LATIN AMERICA: CONSTRUCTING A 

COMMUNITY OF EMOTIONS

From the perspective of communication, the content of dissemination extends beyond mere information. Every piece of information encapsulates cultural elements, and beneath it lies the transmission of values (Liu, 2012: 37-39). The core of film dissemination lies in the dissemination of cultural values. When reconsidering cross-cultural  communication,  scholar  Huang  Dan  from  Fudan  University  emphasizes  that  cultural  exchange  in  this process is not about the collision of two distinct entities. The crossing of cultures lies in how they intersect and bring about changes, rather than one culture unidirectionally influencing the receiving context. The core of cross-cultural communication is not about differences or similarities between cultures, but rather a transcendence of culture, a mutual enrichment of our underlying human nature (Huang, 2022:21-40). 

China and Latin America, geographically distant and culturally disparate, face both opportunities and challenges in communication. The movie theme is the ideological and cultural values embedded in the movie. Both superfi-cial cultural symbols and deeper spiritual connotations are conveyed through the movie’s characters, dialogues, choreography, music, and narratives. Moreover, the setting of any movie emerges from a specific cultural con-text, and culture serves as the cornerstone and inspiration for movie creation. Film interactions constitute a vital aspect of cultural exchange, and offer a vivid portrayal of its evolving dynamics and trends at the same time. 

In international communication, Chinese films and television serve as important vehicles for telling China’s story. Chinese films and TV series assume a dual function as both “public cultural products” and “popular cultural prod-ucts”, tasked with elucidating China’s image to the globe via Chinese discourse and fostering cross-cultural un-derstanding (Yang, 2023:21-27). The cultural connotations, local customs, and ethnic symbols embedded in mov-ies are fundamental features and significant aspects of Chinese cinema. They also represent key and challenging points for understanding and recognition by Latin American audiences. Likewise, Latin American films encounter similar issues in China. For example, the style of Latin American films is mostly obscure, with dark colors and genres preferring crime, violence, suspense, etc., conveying the struggle, loss, distress and confusion of the Latin American continent over the centuries, its unique cultural context and artistic atmosphere pose challenges for Chinese audiences in acceptance and understanding. To some extent, the characteristics of Latin American films diverge from the viewing preferences of their local audiences, contributing to the dominant position of US films in Latin American box offices. 

In March 2013, President Xi Jinping first proposed the significant concept of building a community with a shared future for mankind. A community with a shared future for mankind is characterized by the interdependent rela-tionships that have emerged among countries worldwide, driven by the forces of economic globalization. Facing common problems of the times, countries around the world have taken joint actions to realize common interests, promote common welfare, and share security space (Hao; Zhou, 2017:1-7). The global value of a community with a  shared future for mankind is established to seek  the common well-being of all humanity. The concept  of a community with a shared future embodies the essence of mutual understanding, harmony in diversity, beauty in diversity, and exchange and mutual learning, as evidenced by the cooperative endeavors between nations. The concept of building a community with a shared future for mankind in Latin American academia has gone through three main phases including the germination period (2013 to 2015), the slow growth period (2016 to 2018), and the rapid development period (2019 to 2023) in which it is currently located (Xiao, 2024:52-61). Under 
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this historical condition and opportunity, it represents an opportune moment to enhance film interactions and foster mutual understanding between China and Latin America in terms of civilization. 

The value of a community with a shared future for mankind vividly embodies the inclusiveness of China’s great culture. Chinese culture maintains its vitality across historical and spatial boundaries, primarily owing to its in-clusive nature (Han, 2013:1-6). In the collision of cultural values between China and Latin America, the unique inclusiveness of Chinese culture has been demonstrated through the principles of “harmony in diversity” and “mutual learning among civilizations”, which help to bridge differences, foster understanding, and connect emo-tions. This is vividly reflected in the theme of films like The Wandering Earth (2019), which aims to build a com-munity with a shared future for mankind. In the popular sci-fi film The Wandering Earth (2019), it features scenes of rescue teams from different countries, speaking different languages and having different cultures, yet they achieve a common value in protecting Earth, the home for all human beings. Despite their varying backgrounds, the rescue teams from different countries, under the guidance of Chinese cultural values that uphold truth, good-ness, and beauty, and a  sense of responsibility for one’s  homeland, were  touched and motivated, ultimately working together to save the Earth. 

The purpose of China-Latin American movie interactions is to foster mutual understanding and genuine affec-tions between people, as evidenced by the rich cultural exchange activities and the emotional impact of Chinese movies on Latin American audiences. The perceptions of Latin American audiences towards Chinese films mirror their viewpoints on Chinese culture, and ultimately, on the nation itself. Cultures behind the films can intersect and enrich each other during the collision with local cultural values. It, however, depends on whether the people of China and Latin America share emotional empathy, which is common shared values, or more specifically, a community emotions. Likewise, the same applies to the cross-cultural communication of Latin American films in China. Constructing a community of emotions between China and Latin America is an important method and strategy to promote the interactions of Chinese and Latin American films and the communication of people’s genuine affections. 

Focusing on the shared experiences between China and Latin America.  Both China and Latin America possess splendid and diverse national cultures, each teeming with unique traditions and histories. Latin American culture stands as a unique hybrid, blending the ancient Mayan, Inca, and Aztec civilizations with the influences of Euro-pean and black African cultures. Meanwhile, the Chinese nation prospers with a 5,000-year-old tradition, rich in glory and excellence, both cultures shining as the brightest jewels in human civilization. Both the Chinese and Latin American peoples have valiantly struggled for independence and liberation and their histories are marked by resilience and perseverance. The Latin American Independence Revolution effectively terminated over three centuries of colonial rule by Western colonists, and heralded a new epoch of independence and development for the nations of Latin America (Lin, 2010:10-15), while the Chinese people, under the leadership of the Com-munist Party of China (CPC), have achieved great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Such similar historical en-counters gave both sides a natural resonance in national liberation narratives. For example, in 1964, the movie The Daughter of the Party (1958) was shown in Cuba and received a warm welcome and favorable comments from the Cuban people (Anonymous, 1964:46). Josefina Ruiz, a Cuban film critic, regarded The Daughter of the Party as a portrayal of three heroines and a source of inspiration for those enduring the struggle against both overt and covert enemies. A shared historical background forms the foundation for emotional connection, mu-tual understanding, and inclusiveness. 

Taking a common stance between China and Latin America. China and Latin America, both developing countries, share a long history of friendly ties that have grown stronger in the 21st century. Faced with the unequal concept of civilization and the constraints imposed by Western discourse, China and Latin America have maintained close cooperation and actively tackle the challenges. Moreover, both China and Latin America are integral parts of the Global South and are facing the mission of further development, and it is urgent for both sides to strengthen cooperation to achieve common development (Guo, 2024:45-67). A common contemporary stance is the cor-nerstone for solidifying the China-Latin America partnership to enhance political mutual trust, and it is a neces-sary condition for establishing emotional connectivity between Chinese and Latin American people. The inter-viewee from Venezuela expected Chinese movies to play a play a more crucial role in the shaping the spiritual culture of Latin America compared to how movies from the US influenced their audience. This kind of shaping is exactly how Chinese movies convey Chinese culture and values to Latin American audiences, which is what they want to see. 

Pursuing a shared vision of prosperity and revitalization of China and Latin America. Through adhering to princi-ples of mutual respect, equality, benefit, openness, inclusiveness, and win-win cooperation, the ‘Chinese Dream’ 
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and the ‘Latin American Dream’ have become closely intertwined, fostering mutual understanding and appreci-ation. The China-Latin America  community of a shared future indicates that China  and Latin America share  a common future, and establishing a community of emotions between China and Latin America aligns with the interests and aspirations of the people on both sides. For example, the movie Wolf Warrior 2, which was shot in Africa as the background, metaphorically expresses the relationship between China and Africa, and while deliv-ering the national patriotism of Chinese culture, it also conveys to the African audience that China and Africa are facing the same conditions, encountering the same challenges, pursuing common interests, and sharing a future of common destiny, this holds exemplary significance for the overseas dissemination of Chinese movies. Incor-porating the Chinese dream and the Latin American dream into the plot design, theme setting and narratives of the movie establishes the common expectation of the Chinese and Latin American people for the future, which is conducive to pulling in the emotional closeness and empathy of the Chinese and Latin American people. In the interview with a Chilean respondent, he mentioned that co-production would be an effective way for China-Latin American film exchanges. He hoped that in the future, China and Latin America could strengthen cooperation in the film industry to create distinctive films that seamlessly would integrate elements from both cultures. This endeavor would serve as a cultural bridge, drawing more Latin American audiences. As a paradigm of commercial collaboration, co-production fosters the exploration and establishment of mutual understanding and textual re-generation between ethnic cultures during cultural collisions, promoting interactions and empathy of national emotions throughout the entire film production process. 

China and Latin America aim to build a community of shared emotions spanning the history, the present, and the future, integrating themes, contents, thoughts, and practices centered on the historical memory, partnership, and long-term interests of both Chinese and Latin American people into every aspect of film interactions, en-compassing production, translation, distribution, audience research, and more, so as to promote the transfor-mation of cross-cultural communication to emotional exchange. In this way, films are not only becoming a me-dium for building a community of shared emotions but also a result of the functioning of this community, ulti-mately promoting a strong connection between China and Latin America in terms of cultural mutual learning, appreciation, tolerance, and affection. 

 

4. CONCLUSION

The interactions of films between China and Latin America has spanned over half a century, laying a foundation of cultural empathy and closeness of people’s hearts. At different historical stages, Chinese and Latin American films have been striving to find ways to adapt to each other’s social and cultural contexts for exploration and exchange,  laying  a  humanistic  foundation  for  establishing  cooperative  partnerships  between  China  and  Latin America and seeking long-term well-being for the people. Over the past 11 years since the proposal of a commu-nity with a shared future for mankind between China and Latin America was put forward, China and Latin America join hands to advance together, upgrade cooperation, deepen and solidify the partnership. China and Latin Amer-ica have worked hand in hand to promote the Global South as an important force in establishing a new global order and a new pattern. This partnership has been instrumental in fostering a more equitable and fair interna-tional system, as evidenced by China’s active role in supporting Global South initiatives and its significant contri-butions to global governance. Film interactions between China and Latin America constitute an important form of cultural exchange, serving  as the cornerstone  for fostering affection and understanding,  as well as  mutual prosperity between the Chinese and Latin American people. Constructing a China-Latin American community of shared emotions effectively fosters film exchanges and mutual understanding, seamlessly blending our historical ties, partnerships, and long-term interests in a more profound and meaningful way. Thus, it’ll promote China-Latin American film interactions to contribute cultural power to the community of a shared future for mankind between China and Latin America. 
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Abstract: Wine in China is a rising industry, to the extent that the country is achieving significant international representation. Commercially, it is also gaining importance as a major importer, especially of luxury wines, which gives it leverage to impose sanctions on exporting countries or regions. Much like the electric vehicle industry, viticulture has become another instrument of Chinese soft power, with the additional feature that it is developing in  remote  regions  such  as  Ningxia,  Yunnan,  and  Xinjiang.  This  article  reviews  the  general  aspects  of  the development  of  wine  in  China,  describes  the  country’s  role  as  an  importer,  and  analyzes  its  implications  for international politics. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Just a few decades ago, the idea of linking China and wine in a research article would have been unthinkable. Yet, the country that produces its own version of almost everything inevitably ventured into one of the world’s most peculiar industries—and is doing so with increasing success. 

Wine is far more than an alcoholic beverage. It is an expression of the soil in which the grapes are grown, the climatic conditions of the region, and the labor of those who manage the vineyard, the winemakers who select the grapes and oversee the vinification process, and ultimately the sommeliers who serve it to consumers. These elements make each bottle a unique version worthy of its own story. In contrast to the uniformity that industrial production tends to showcase, wine—despite necessary standardization and professionalization—retains an ir-reducible share of singularity. 

In China, wine production began about 150 years ago, imitating French practices but under very different condi-tions from those of the humid European plains. Some even claim that China was the first to produce grape-based alcohol during the Shang dynasty around 3,000 years ago. Records in the Classic of Poetry mention that grapes were consumed in the sixth month of the year (Li, 2013), marking the first time the fruit appeared in Chinese classical literature. 

Archaeological  findings  also  show  records  of  grape  cultivation—specifically  of  Vitis  vinifera,  the  species  used worldwide for winemaking—in Xinjiang some 2,500 years ago. Wine as such was present in China for centuries, reaching its peak during the Yuan dynasty (Mongol), an era even described by Marco Polo in his travels (Li, 2013). Over time, however, both the influence of Islam in western regions and the popularization of grain-based distilled beverages (sorghum, rice) undermined the vine’s role as a primary ingredient. 

Today, French influence predominates in Chinese wine production, introduced by expert winemakers—both Chi-nese trained in Europe and Europeans invited by wineries to contribute their expertise. Increasingly, however, production is acquiring its own “distinctive stamp.” Not only were techniques imported, but also grape varieties, which were combined with local conditions to produce fruit more resilient to regional climates (Li, 2014). 

What the industry calls terroir has been the fundamental element, together with the winemaker’s craft, in cre-ating renowned labels that ultimately safeguard a winery’s profitability. Over the years, various Chinese wineries have become recognized, even gaining international awards, a sign that this model is working ever more effec-tively. 

The following pages will explain how, by 2024, China has positioned itself on the threshold of membership in the International Organisation of Vine and Wine, consolidating its status as a wine-producing country. They will also analyze how the luxury wine market has been used as a  resource in the trade war, and finally, the potential window of opportunity this opens for Latin American wine-producing countries in the world’s largest market. 
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2. CHARACTERISTICS AND HISTORICAL INFORMATION ON THE WINE INDUSTRY

Some industries manage to supply the domestic market while also exporting their surplus worldwide. Milk is an example: three of the world’s four largest exporters of cow’s milk are small countries such as the Netherlands, Belgium, and New Zealand (the largest is Germany) (Observatory of Economic Complexity [OEC], n.d.). Mean-while, others—relying on international  prices—focus on supplying global  markets, since they can easily meet domestic needs. This is the case with Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) exported by Qatar, Australia, Malaysia, and the United States (OEC, n.d.). 

Wine, however, involves different variables. On the one hand, there is domestic demand, particularly in Judeo-Christian tradition countries, where wine is consumed routinely as “table wine.” On the other hand, there are fine wines, which, due to their specialization, are suitable for competing at world fairs and being exported to other markets. At the same time, there is also a vast bulk wine market, exported in tanks to be bottled in desti-nation  countries  with  labels  unrelated  to  their  origin—a  practice  clearly  exemplified  by  the  United  Kingdom, which, along with the United States, is among the world’s largest wine importers (OEC, n.d.). 

Wine  is  also  a  highly  climate-sensitive  industry,  like  other  agribusinesses  (oilseeds,  fruits,  vegetables),  where weather conditions determine vintages (as each harvest  is called). Some vintages yield abundant production, others less so, directly affecting final prices. Beyond this, however, the wine market further subdivides into seg-ments governed by different market rules. 

Wine also responds to distinct consumer needs and contexts. Luxury bottles may accompany lavish dinners or special occasions, while table wines are consumed at everyday meals with family or friends. Packaging also influ-ences consumption occasions: for instance, innovative canned wines are favored in festive environments where there is no access to glassware or where bottle breakage is a concern. 

From a geographic perspective, wine is classified into two major groups: Old World and New World. This distinc-tion—evoking the era of the Catholic Monarchs and Christopher Columbus’s voyages—separates European pro-duction, traditionally considered the origin of winemaking (with the first recorded production dating back to the final centuries of the Roman Empire), from the wine industries that spread following European incursions into the Americas, Africa, and Oceania. 

Thus, French wine belongs to the Old World, as do Spanish, Italian, German, and Hungarian wines, among others. Conversely, Argentine, Chilean, U.S., South African, Australian, and New Zealand labels, among others, fall under the New World. This framework has functioned effectively, creating an internal “division of labor” in which each country specializes in a particular market. France leads the luxury wine sector; Spain is a major exporter of forti-fied wines (sherry) and bulk wine, often bottled in France and marketed as domestic blends—a practice that has enraged French producers (Sky News, 2023). Chile also specialized in bulk wine, leveraging its free trade agree-ment with China to export fine wines at low cost, a strategy mirrored by Australia, except for certain exceptions such as the Penfolds winery. 

 

3. COMPARED WITH OTHER MODERN INDUSTRIES

Compared with other modern industries, such as the automotive sector, wine is far less sensitive to the global value chain, since the essential inputs for its production—that is, those related to the competitive advantages of the business—are much more readily available. Moreover, the concept of terroir ensures that each bottle of wine (not applicable to bulk wine) retains a competitive advantage (those unique qualities that grant an organization superiority over its competitors, and which cannot be replicated) derived from the particular conditions under which it is produced. 

The term terroir (a French word, like many others in this industry) refers to the unique conditions under which a wine is produced. The factors influencing this include soil quality (geology), climate, the vineyard’s altitude, lati-tude, and orientation (geography), the grape variety used (biology), and human intervention at every stage of production. 

Of course, there are exceptions. The wine industry is particularly sensitive to the cost of glass bottles, aluminum or tin capsules (Fernández, 2022), cork harvested from cork oak (seven out of every ten corks originate in Portu-gal, by far the world’s leading exporter of the material) (OEC, 2022), and, undeniably, transportation costs—a factor shared with other global export industries. The industry is also often affected by labor shortages, especially in the harvesting stage, which has historically been carried out manually (Devia, 2024). 
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4. THE RISE OF CHINESE WINE

Despite the fame of Chinese spirits such as baijiu, wine consumption in China is significant in aggregate terms, although in recent years it has suffered a steep decline. In 2023, total wine consumption in China amounted to 6.8 MhL (million hectoliters), 23.4% lower than in 2022 (Enolife, 2024). On a per capita basis, the figures remain far below those of the world’s largest consumer countries: China is not even among the top 20 (Observatorio Vitivinícola Argentino, 2023). 

The history of wine in China resumed with the arrival of Europeans during the so-called Century of Humiliation. It was they who initiated wine plantations in Yantai, leading in 1892 to the establishment of Changyu (Li, 2013), still the largest and most important winery in the country; also located in that province is Greatwall, owned by COFCO, the country’s most significant agribusiness corporation. 

The domestic market thus remained historically well-supplied with wine, but it was not until the past few decades that the industry began to sophisticate, with labels appearing that went on to win awards at international com-petitions. As a result, Chinese wines began to gain recognition among international experts, which in turn justi-fied higher prices per bottle. 

The country has also become a mandatory destination for experts from specialized guides, who taste wines from different  wineries,  interview  owners  and  winemakers,  and  publish  their  evaluations.  Four  major  publications dominate the field globally: Tim Atkin (named after the British critic), James Suckling (also a British critic), Wine Enthusiast,  and  Decanter.  On  their  websites,  these  publications  divide  sections  by  country  and  wine  region, providing information on characteristics and, of course, reviews of the wines they sampled. 

Regarding China, Tim Atkin noted in his 2014 trip that Chinese wines tended to emulate French ones—a trend he considered detrimental to the country. In his words:  “This obsession with Bordeaux grapes does China no favors. Many reds seem to suffer from either over- or under-ripeness, the result of a short growing season (…) Too many Chinese wines age quickly and unconvincingly.” (Atkin, 2014). Curiously, at the opening of the China Inter-national Import Expo (CIIE) in 2019, during a reception with French President Emmanuel Macron, Chinese leader Xi Jinping chose a wine from the Languedoc-Roussillon region (Vitisphere, 2019). 

Wine is also of great importance as a regional economy, since its quality is intimately linked to the soil, effectively “forcing” production to remain local. While industrial standards do not require that the entire production process be carried out in the same place, wineries that do so can add value, signaled on labels with the phrase “Estate bottled.” 

It was Xi Jinping’s leadership that gave a decisive boost to the production of fine wines in the country. The Chinese region that has benefited most from this support is the eastern slope of the Helan Mountains in the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, which geographically shares the same northern latitude as Bordeaux, the French city con-sidered the mecca of luxury wine. Its predominantly dry climate and wide thermal amplitude facilitate plant care and favor organic farming practices. 

Journalist Matt Walls describes the region: “Thirty-five years ago, this was a coal mining community in a desert. The soils are a beige sandy loam that becomes rockier as you approach the mountains. It doesn’t rain much. (…) Local governors realized they could cultivate much more. Poor soils were not suitable for all crops. But  vines thrived.” (Walls, 2018). 

Among  the  wineries  in  this  area  is  Silver  Heights,  whose  vineyards  at  the  mountain  foothills  produce  medal-winning wines using French winemaking techniques combined with biodynamic agriculture to maintain organic and environmentally respectful production. 

In  the  words  of  Emma  Gao,  founder  and  head  winemaker  of  Silver  Heights:  “President  Xi  Jinping  has  always advocated for the development of regional economies. Wine producers, though a small part of China’s industry, have received significant government support. The President himself visited Ningxia twice, in 2016 and 2020, reiterating here the importance of viticulture for the region.” (Gualda, 2022). 

The strategy laid out by national authorities was implemented at the municipal level through Cao Kailong, who until his death in 2022 directed the Ningxia Wine Bureau. Cao is considered the father of viticulture in the region and was responsible for transforming a desert in China’s poorest province into a true wine-producing hub. 

His political career, spanning more than 30 years in the region, was developed mainly in poverty reduction agen-cies, until his role in the Department of Wine and Flowers helped him realize the potential of grapes to strengthen 
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both the wine industry and tourism. Today, Ningxia is the country’s leading wine tourism destination. 

 

5. THE TRADE WAR IN THE INTERNATIONAL WINE MARKET: AUSTRALIA AND THE EUROPEAN UNION

China is often described as the land of opportunity, and the wine market is no exception. According to 2020 data, the  country  ranked  seventh  among  the  world’s  wine  importers  measured  in  MhL  (million  hectoliters),  but climbed two positions when measured by price. This is a clear indicator that the country primarily imports fine wines, with a high price per label. 

For instance, France imports 2 MhL more than China, but at a value 60% lower (€761 million versus nearly €1.6 billion for Chinese imports). The reason is that France imports bulk Spanish wine (stored in flexitanks—containers similar in appearance to grain silobags but filled with liquid and shipped in standard containers) to later be bot-tled and sold as French wine (when blended with local wine), a practice that has sparked protests within France itself, as previously mentioned. 

What justifies China’s massive wine imports? The luxury goods market tends to follow its own rules: brands carry weight  regardless  of  nationality,  and  since  wine  bottles  lack  technologies  that  could  trigger  national  security concerns, they face fewer barriers to entry worldwide. This applies to the most exclusive bottles, while the vast majority compete primarily on price. Within this universe of “competitive” wine-exporting countries was Aus-tralia, which lost its privileged position with China due to a series of ill-judged statements. 

In 2017, the Australian government, led by then-Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, accused the Chinese Com-munist Party of interfering in national sovereignty and internal politics, in the context of a law prohibiting foreign organizations from donating to local political parties and requiring the registration of individuals and organiza-tions engaging in lobbying. These declarations displeased Beijing. Spokesman Geng Shuang said the comments had “poisoned the very good bilateral relationship between both countries” (Knaus & Phillip, 2017). 

Unfortunately for the Australian people, Turnbull’s rhetoric only intensified. He added fuel to the fire by declaring that just as in 1949 modern China was founded with the phrase “the Chinese people stood up”—a clear assertion of sovereignty and pride—“now we stand up and say, the Australian people stood up” (Knaus & Phillip, 2017). 

The following years of Turnbull’s administration continued with equally aggressive tones toward Beijing. Australia reinforced its security alliance with the United States, joining the Quadrilateral Dialogue with the U.S., Japan, and India (the “Quad”), and later AUKUS (Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States), always under the “Asia-Pacific” paradigm, with highly negative rhetoric about Chinese leadership in the region. 

Up until that point, Australia had been the country that best balanced relations with China—an ideal example that one could maintain a positive trade balance despite diametrically opposed foreign policies. The advantages for Australia, compared to other trading partners, were geographical proximity, a favorable time zone, and an abundance of key raw materials for China’s industrial development. 

However, Beijing did not indefinitely accept these conditions. On the contrary, Turnbull’s decision to investigate the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic, explicitly pointing to China, was the last straw. The consequence was the imposition of harsh tariffs by Beijing, which severely damaged Australian regional economies. Among the hardest hit was the wine industry, facing tariffs of up to 218% (Nulimalmaiti, 2024). 

The situation only found resolution in 2024, when the lifting of those tariffs allowed Australian wine to reenter the Chinese market, to the relief of producers and with political recognition by the current government. Agricul-ture Minister Murray Watt emphasized “the importance of the Albanese administration’s work in stabilizing the bilateral relationship with China” (Watt, 2024). In 2024 alone, Australia sold as much wine to China as in the previous three years combined, recovering 2019 levels—prior to the pandemic and sanctions. 

Thus, Canberra once again enjoys the luxury of participating in an anti-China security alliance such as AUKUS, while simultaneously maintaining one of the strongest commercial ties with Beijing. In the business world, this is referred to as a “competitive advantage,” a concept further developed later in this article. 

In 2024, a new parallel emerged, this time in the conflict between China and the European Union over electric vehicles. The European Commission decided to impose tariffs of 35% on Chinese electric vehicle imports, deliv-ering a  direct blow to increasingly  competitive companies  such as BYD. Beijing retaliated by raising tariffs on brandy—a wine-based spirit—to 39%, with similar measures expected for internal combustion vehicles (O’Car-roll, 2024). This situation affected the share prices of luxury goods companies and automakers alike. 
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This  measure  is  far  from  naive,  as  it  targets  the  core  of  the  European  economic  system,  particularly  France. French agricultural producers, beyond their fierce defense of their industry (as noted earlier), play an essential role in sustaining the French hinterland, keeping small towns alive and preventing further population concentra-tion in major urban centers. 

Interestingly, among the main exporters of agricultural raw materials to China, France and Germany diverged in their voting positions. Paris voted in favor of the tariffs, while Berlin did not. Both countries, however, will be heavily affected by these new tariffs, as they both export wine, dairy, pork, and vehicles to China—all products either effectively or potentially sanctioned by Beijing (Wan, 2024). 

This development is also a heavy blow for Emmanuel Macron, who traveled to China in 2023 and was received by Xi Jinping. The visit was widely discussed, given the European Union’s delicate position regarding China, but it sparked a glimmer of hope when, on his return flight to France, Macron called for “greater strategic autonomy for Europe” (Elwafaii, 2024). One year later, Xi visited Paris, where he delivered the closing address at the 6th Sino-French Business Council meeting, in which he spoke warmly of France, highlighting that “cheese, ham, and wine travel from the French countryside to the Chinese table” (Xinhua, 2024). Unfortunately for French farmers, that situation appears poised to change. 

 

6. WINE CONSUMPTION IN CHINA

The Chinese public is demanding: those who can afford quality products will purchase them. Millions of others, still striving for that purchasing power, settle for cheaper versions in what is termed “aspirational consumption.” Since they cannot buy the brand they desire, they opt for second- or third-tier brands, which in some way imitate the designs and details of the originals. 

The country’s current economic situation has fueled the growth of aspirational consumption, opening the door to new online platforms offering more affordable products and group-purchasing options, such as Pinduoduo. Initially, this did not affect the performance of Taobao or JD, China’s two main e-commerce platforms. However, by 2024, increasingly conscious consumer behavior—especially among young people—prompted them to join logistical forces for Singles’ Day (He, 2024). 

In the alcoholic beverage market, spirits (baijiu) have historically reigned supreme, with Kweichow Moutai as the leading reference. Based in Guizhou Province, it is one of the most  valuable brands in the country. Recently, however, the company has been hit hard by the rise of e-commerce. The drink, prized not only for its history and presence in important national events but also for the difficulty of obtaining a bottle, lost much of its mystique with the advent of online shopping apps. 

Produced entirely in the eponymous town (Maotai), Moutai has enjoyed steady demand, making it difficult to obtain bottles in physical stores. This scarcity justified high markups by intermediaries, who profited handsomely while still buying large volumes from the company. Now, however, the beverage can be purchased through mul-tiple  e-commerce  platforms,  eliminating  the  sense  of  scarcity  and  pushing  prices  downward.  This  has  driven down the company’s share price (Booker, 2024), despite Moutai having long been one of China’s most treasured companies—the only non-tech firm among the country’s ten most valuable. 

At the same time, younger consumers have popularized drinks with lower alcohol content. Growing concern over the side effects of alcohol consumption has created opportunities for less harmful alternatives. This gives wine an advantage over baijiu, though not over beer, which—with the lowest alcohol content of all options—remains the most popular alcoholic beverage among Chinese consumers. 

Wine also faces a marketing challenge: how should it be positioned? Is it a drink for important dinners, or some-thing to enjoy at a party with friends? This question is far from trivial. It represents the Gordian knot the industry has yet to untangle, and the longer it remains unresolved, the further consumption declines. A report from the Instituto Vitivinícola Argentino highlights the difficulties faced by Argentina’s wine sector, causes that can also be extrapolated to the Chinese case (INV, 2024). 

While China is the land of rituals, wine culture and its accompanying rituals—the corkscrew, the glass bottle, the varietal selection, the pairing, and so on—have not fully captivated consumers. Other alternatives, however, are gaining traction, such as canned wines like WiMo (Wine Moment), a fresh offering aimed exclusively at younger consumers that has performed strongly in recent years (Lawati, 2022). 
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These new formats may be considered offensive by the orthodox wine circle, as they are technically wine cock-tails and far removed from the quality of fine wine bottles. Yet their role in the industry is to serve as an entry point for consumers. From these products, those who wish to delve further into the world of wine will gradually move toward more expensive and higher-quality bottles. 

China’s fine wine market has also been questioned for its practices and the lack of reliable data on its perfor-mance. Critics argue that much of the fine wine purchased ends up stored in warehouses for years, only to be sold later at a fraction of the price to officials—evidence of potential state corruption schemes (Atkin, 2014). Not coincidentally, as part of his broader anti-corruption campaign, Xi Jinping curtailed superfluous spending across all levels of government. These issues, among others, are expected to improve if China formally joins the Inter-national Organisation of Vine and Wine—a development addressed in the following section. 

 

7. CHINA IN THE OIV: CONSOLIDATING A STATE POLICY

The  International  Organisation  of  Vine  and  Wine  (OIV)  is  the  leading  body  responsible  for  supervising  global standards in wine production. Membership in this organization is undoubtedly significant, as it facilitates engage-ment with the entire industry, which benefits from its extensive database, technical reports, and recommenda-tions prepared by its expert committees. 

In 2024, the People’s Republic of China formally applied for full membership in the OIV. While the confirmation of its accession is expected by the end of this year, the organization, headquartered in France, has already re-leased a photograph of the Chinese ambassador to France, Lu Shaye, during the application ceremony. Given the favorable context, it would be difficult to imagine rejection. Should the process conclude positively, China would become the 51st full member of the OIV. The case for admission is strong. 

As Marco Milani, CEO of Silver Heights winery, stated: “China becoming a full member of the OIV will definitely be  something  positive.  Globally,  it  will  allow  wine  enthusiasts  worldwide  to  discover  new  viticultural  regions through different courses and seminars, and domestically it will lead to the implementation of important rules and standards. This is great news for the fine wines of Ningxia and of China as a whole” (Gualda, 2024). 

Wine is a geographically transversal industry. Decanter identifies the following wine regions in China: Shandong, Hebei, Beijing, Tianjin, Shanxi, Shaanxi, Jilin, Liaoning, Xinjiang, Ningxia, Gansu, Inner Mongolia, Yunnan, and Si-chuan. Prior to this announcement, the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and the prefecture of Yantai in Shan-dong Province had already joined the OIV as observer members (without voting rights). Thus, while the country has already maintained contact with the world’s leading wine authority, full integration will now be achieved. 

Wine is also an “award-winning” industry. In 2022,  Decanter granted 234 medals to Chinese wines in the De-canter Wine Awards of that year. Of these, 16 were gold and 64 silver, attesting to the competitiveness of Chinese labels across categories. Half of the award-winning wines originated in Ningxia, while three gold medals went to wines from the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, underscoring the potential of even the most remote areas of the country to contribute to regional economic development (Decanter, 2022). 

Wine in China is an integrated industry. As Emma Gao, previously cited, emphasized: “Viticulture combines agri-culture, industry, logistics, culture, and tourism, thus providing a boost for local employment and poverty allevi-ation” (Gualda, 2022)—the latter being the most strategic priority of the current Chinese government, as demon-strated by the milestone achievement of eradicating extreme poverty nationwide. 

It also functions as a tool of soft power. Supported by the growing quality and diversity of Chinese wine produc-tion, it enhances China’s reputation among international wine specialists and traders, while simultaneously put-ting little-known regions such as Ningxia on the map. 

Participation in international wine exhibitions, such as those mentioned previously, as well as fairs like ProWein in Shanghai, provides highly relevant opportunities to shape the country’s global image. Accession to the OIV is therefore both a reflection of the industry’s growth and positive performance and a contribution to projecting a favorable international image of China and its wine sector. 

 

8. PORTER’S GENERIC STRATEGIES: CHILE’S OSCILLATIONS AND A POSSIBLE SCENARIO FOR ARGENTINA

At the beginning of this article, when discussing terroir, competitive advantage was defined as those qualities of 
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an organization that provide an edge over others—advantages that are also very difficult for competitors to rep-licate. Securing such an advantage is indispensable for the success of any business strategy. 

The  paradigm  of  generic  strategies,  designed  by  management  expert  Michael  Porter,  comprises  two  major groups: cost leadership and differentiation leadership. The former implies lower costs, enabling lower prices; the latter entails higher costs, but specialization justifies higher prices, thereby protecting profitability. 

Cost leadership is generally not considered a true competitive advantage, as the struggle to achieve the lowest prices often erodes profitability. Maintaining low costs requires a comprehensive organizational strategy focused on becoming more efficient every day, reducing expenses across all stages of the production process, as well as in administrative and operational areas, and doing all this better than competitors (Kolb, 2023). 

This strategy does not necessarily mean selling at equally low prices, since price is an expression not of cost but of value. However, in the case of bulk wine or bottled wine outside the luxury market, cost is a key determinant of profitability, as such goods function as “commodities” governed by the rules of perfect competition. In this environment, macroeconomic conditions largely shape business strategies. 

Thus, low costs become the primary tool for achieving profitability in markets where price is externally deter-mined, unlike luxury markets where companies retain pricing power. Luxury goods, by contrast, are governed by other rules: they fall under Porter’s category of “differentiation leadership.” In this case, price variations do not diminish demand—which is inelastic—but may even increase it, particularly for labels whose rarity far exceeds the average, a market condition known as snob effect. 

France is the world’s largest exporter of luxury wines, the result of the competitive advantage of its châteaux, which boast centuries of enological expertise and a national brand image as the global capital of luxury. Unlike other countries, where wines are typically classified by grape variety—or blends thereof—French wines are cat-egorized by region, each with its characteristic varietals. This enables French winemakers to “alternate” their blends depending on seasonal yields. The country’s unique market position is unlikely to be challenged by others. 

All these factors make French wines treasures for collectors and connoisseurs of the good life. But what remains for the rest? Other exporters to China succeed either through quality or price competitiveness. In this category, two countries stand out: Australia and Chile. The Australian case was already discussed in the section on the trade war. How, then, does Chile manage to export so competitively to China? A quick answer is its substantial surpluses; another is the free trade agreement it holds with China—an enormous advantage absent in Argentina. What Argentina and Chile do share, however, are two invaluable national grapes: Malbec and Carménère, re-spectively. 

In the mid-19th century, European enologists (mainly French) brought their traditional grape varieties to both countries. Unexpectedly, soon after, Europe was struck by the most devastating phylloxera outbreak in history. The insect ravaged the majority of the continent’s vineyards, and while reconstruction took decades, it never fully restored what had been lost. 

Malbec survived only in Cahors, its place of origin (Bruno, 2020), and in a handful of châteaux, such as Château Lafite Rothschild—one of the world’s most exclusive labels. Carménère was thought to be extinct until 1991, when ampelographer Jean Michel Boursiquot in Chile identified a grape believed to be a Merlot variant as the long-lost Carménère, granting Chile a viticultural treasure that is today its national grape (Chile Travel, 2017). 

The new tariffs on European wines create an opportunity in markets where low price is paramount. The luxury segment will remain unaffected, given the inelasticity of its demand, but opportunities may emerge in the com-petitive-price segment. 

For now, the return of Australia as a wine exporter has affected Chile’s position, with the United Kingdom over-taking China  as its  main buyer in 2024—a  situation not  seen in years.  Yet  Chile’s strong portfolio of national varietals, such as Carménère and Cabernet Sauvignon, remains a key advantage for trade growth. For Argentina, potential changes within Mercosur (trade agreements with the European Union and China) could finally boost wine exports beyond Malbec. 

 

9. CONCLUSIONS

When Javier Milei assumed office as President of Argentina, he openly rejected doing business with China on the grounds that it was a “communist country” (Ámbito, 2024), thereby casting doubt on the continuity of ties that 
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had been gradually deepening, at varying paces, under previous administrations. The subsequent confirmation that Argentina would withdraw its application to join BRICS (Devanna, 2023)—a decision that had already been approved by current member states—marked another step toward bilateral estrangement. 

This situation, however, has evolved throughout 2024. Following Beijing’s support through the currency swap agreement, statements by Foreign Minister Diana Mondino in favor of maintaining sound commercial relations, and President Xi Jinping’s congratulatory letter on Milei’s birthday, delivered amid preparations for the Argentine president’s trip to China, Milei’s initial declaration appeared to lose force. At the time of writing, Milei stated: “Relations with China are excellent. I was surprised because they are an extremely friendly partner. All they want is not to be disturbed. They simply want to be a commercial partner” (Ámbito, 2024). 

These developments in Argentine foreign policy can be contextualized by recalling what happened with Australia, illustrating how—even in cases of complementary and profitable trade balances—political divergences between leaders can drive relations into decline. 

Will our region move toward a comprehensive trade agreement with China? Regardless of other potential con-sequences, the wine industry could be one of the beneficiaries. Argentine wine, particularly Malbec, stands out as a competitive product with the potential to strengthen regional economies and, much like in China, contribute to the development of the long-neglected hinterland. 

Achieving this goal requires not only political will from China and the Mercosur partners, but also substantial efforts from the wine industry to improve cost structures, alongside decisive action from the national govern-ment to facilitate exports, reduce taxes, and remove bureaucratic barriers that add to the final cost of a bottle of wine. 

Finally, regarding the growth of the wine industry in China, this represents yet another step toward interdepend-ence—this  time  between  Chinese  consumers  and  productive  sectors  worldwide.  The  model  invoked  by  Xi  in France, describing products that travel “from the French countryside to the Chinese table,” has become a tangi-ble reality, strengthening China’s global leadership. 

Moreover, China’s influential role will be reinforced by its accession to the OIV—not only by adhering to existing international standards but also by contributing to the shaping of new policies, leveraging the weight of its ex-perience from the past two highly fruitful decades. 
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